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(Sections 23.09 and 29.573, Wis. Stats.) 

NR 19.001 Definitions. (1) "File" or "filed" means receipt by the de
partment of a written notice, verified claim or other document. 

( 5m) "Protected wild animals'' means those animals for which a closed 
season, bag limit, size limit or possession limit has been provided by stat
ute or administrative rule, and includes: 

(a) Nongame species unless specifically designated as unprotected by 
the department; 

(b) Game fish, game animals, game birds and fur bearing animals dur
ing closed seasons; 

( c) Endangered and threatened species listed in ch. NR 27. 

(7) "Unprotected wild animals" means those animals for which no 
closed season, bag limit, size limit or possession limit has been provided 
by statute or administrative rule. 

(8) "Verified" means to confirm or establish by oath, normally in the 
form of a notarized statement. 

History: Cr. Regiater, September, 1978, No. 273, elf.10-1-78; r. and recr. Register, January, 
1980, No. 289, elf. 2-1-80; er. (5m) and am. (7), Register. Auguat, 1980, No. 296, elf. 9-1-80; r. 
(2), (3), (4), (5) and (6), Reguil;er, January, 1984, No. 337, elf. 2-1-84. 

NR 19.03 Control of muskrats on cranberry marshes. (1) The owner or 
lessee of any improved cranberry marsh area shall comply withs. 29.596, 
Stats. 

(3) The provisions of this section shall not apply to any person or per
sons who own or are interested in a cranberry marsh situated in the same 
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area wherein said owners are the licensees of a muskrat farm or in which 
such person or persons have an interest. 

(4) The depattment or its authorized agents may assist any owner or 
uperator of improved cranberry marsh areas with the removal of musk
rats from areas that have been damaged, or are being damaged by such 
muskrats, wherein they believe that the muskrats can be tak n alive and 
removed to other localities deemed advisable by th department. 

(5) Any such cranberry marsh areas where muskrats are being con
trolled as provided in this section shall be open to the inspection of the 
department or its authorized agents at any time. 

Hi•lory: 1-2-56; r. (2), Register, August, 1966, No. 128, eff. 9-1-66; rnum. from WCD 19.03 
to be NR 19.03, and am. ( 1), (4) and (5 ), Register, April, 1971, No. 184, eff. 5-1-71; r. and recr. 
(!),Register, August, 1979, No. 284, eff. 9-1-79. 

NR 1\).05 Rl~lcosc and imporlaliou or lish ond wildlife. (1) It shall be 
unlawful for any person, persons, firm or corporation to bring into the 
state to introduce or release or cause to be introduced or released in any 
manner into the inland or outlying waters, forests or fields of this state 
any variety or species or wild animal, hybrid o[ a wild animal. and any 
bird of ftsh or the eggs or wawn thereof, without 5rst applying for in 
writing and receiving a written permit from the department or its duly 
authorized agents. Such permit shall be granted only after the depart
ment or its agents investigates and inspects such wild animals, hybrids of 
wild animals, or birds or fish, or the eggs or spawn thereof as it deems 
necessary to determine that such introduction or release will not be detri
mental in any manner to the conservation of the natural resources of the 
state. Inspection may include removal of reasonable samples of fish and 
egis for biological examination. The responsibility of licensees holding 
pr1vat fish hatchery licenses is stated ins. 29.52(10), Stats. 

(2) Permits to import fish or eggs of the family Salmonidae (trout, 
char, salmon) shall be issued at no charge to a person who has applied on 
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a special form furnished by Lhe depari.Juent. Such p rm it wiU h issued 
only if Lbe immediate source of fish or e~hrs is certified free of infecti >Us 
hematopoetic necr sis, viral hemorrhagic s pL!caemia, whirling di ease, 
enteric red moul.h and eratomyxa shast..a , except thaL eggs from wild 
stocks do not have to be certified free of whirling disease. Cer ificalion 
shall be made in the state of origin and may b accomplished nly by 
biologists recognized by the department as competent in diagnosis of 
fish diseases. For informutional pm·poses the source oJ' fish or eggs >vin 
also be inspected for infectious pancreatic ne -rosis, kidney disea and 
bact rial furunculosis. Inspecting biologists will submit a written in
spection report to the department. A opy of the importation permit, 
must accompany ea h shipment (11" fish or eggs. 

History: 1-2-56; am. (2), Register, October, 1969, No. 166, eff. 1-1-70; renum. from WCD 
19.05 to be NR 19.05, and am. (1), (2) and (3), Register, April, 1971, No. 184, eff. 5-1-71; r. 
and recr., Register, August, 1977, No. 260, eff. 9-1-77. 

NR 19.06 Fish nets and traps. (1) [t shall be unlawfuJ for any per
son or persons to take, catch or kiJ:I fish o.r fi.o.h for fish of any species 
when such fish are bein~ held in any fish neL, fish holding neL, fish trap, 
fish pond, either arLificial or natural, or any strncture or net placed in 
any of the waters of the state by the department or under its authority 
for the purpose of taking or holding fish Lherei:n at any time, or for any 
person or persons to lift, m lest., ut or destroy any fish net, fish holding 
net, fish trap, fish pond, or any st,ructure or net placed in any of the 
waters of the state by the department or under it.s authority for the pur
pose f taking or holding fish therein. 

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person 01· persons to Lake, catch, cap
tu.r or kill fish or pursue fish in any fishing perati n within 500 feet 
ab ve or 500 feet. below any net, dam or weir wherein the state of Wis
consin is fishing or holding fish for commercial, scientific, or biological 
purposes, when the area is properly posted by the department. 

(3) No provisions in this section shall p.rohibit the department, it.s 
agents, deputy conservation wardens or representatives of the division 
of fish, game and enforcement of such department from taking any of 
the fish mentioned in any of the sectionR of this order at any time or 
from lifting, sett,ing, or transfer~ing any nets or structures used in hold
ing or capturing fish, wherein they deem it advisable and necessary to 
promote the department fish management p.rogram. 

History: 1-2-56; am. (1), Register, December, 1960, No. 60, eff. 1-1-61; am. (1), Register, 
December, 1961, No. 72, eff. 1-1-62; renum from WCD 19.06 to be NR 19.06 and am. (1), (2) 
and (3). Register, April, 1971, No. 184, eff. 5-1-71. 

NR 19.07 Shooting preserves. (I) LAND ow NEHSHIP on LBASES. Any 
person making application to Lhe department for a shooting I reserve 
license must file with Lb department a verified copy of any lease of 
lands contained in the area for whi.ch they are making application for a 
shooting preserve license after the area has b en inspect d and found 
eligible for licen e. In Lh event Lhe p rson making application for a 
shooting preserve license is owner of the land, he or she shall file with th 
department a sworn affidavit stating that he or she is the owner of such 
lands and has legal title to them. 

(2) SEASON FOR TAKING PHEASANTS AND QUAIL. The season for taking 
pheasants and quail on shooting preserves shall begin September 15 and 
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shall end on the last day of February. Shooting hours shall be as pro
vided in section NR 10.06 Wis. Adm. Code. 

(3) HUNTING LICENSE REQUIREMENTS. No person hunting upon a li
censed shooting preserve may be required to hold a hunting license for 
hunting those game species for which the preserve has been licensed 
under this section . 

. (4) AVAILABILITY OF RULES. Shooting, preserve licensees shall have 
available for review of each person hunting, taking, catching, or killing 
pheasants or quail on the licensed shooting preserve areas a copy of the 
rules of the department regulating such shooting preserve. 

(5) SIZE AND LOCATION OF AREAS. No shooting preserve license shall be 
issued after the effective date of this section (December 1, 1959), other 
than for those already in operation, for any land area larger than 640 
acres or smaller than 80 acres, or for any area less than one-quarter mile 
from the exterior boundaries of a planned or approved state or federal 
wildlife area, public hunting ground or refuge which is managed in whole 
or in part for pheasants or quail. All lands under one license shall be 
contiguous. 

(6) INVESTIGATION BEFORE LICENSING. The department shall make 
such investigations necessary to determine that all provisions of s. 
29.573, Stats., and this section are complied with. All licenses are subject 
to the approval of the secretary and investigations for new licenses will 
be made only during the period beginning January 1 and ending Augu!lt 
31 of each year. 

(7) POSTING AND FENCING REQUIREMENTS. (a) All shooting preserve 
signs posted around licensed shooting preserve areas shall be purchased 
from the department. 

(b) Boundaries of the area licensed shall be posted in either of the 
following manners at the discretion of the licensee: 

1. Signs shall be placed at intervals of not more than 400' along the 
boundary lines of such area, and in addition, such boundary lines shall 
be clearly defined by at least one strand of wire; or 

2. Wherever such boundary lines are not defined by one or more 
strands of wire, the postin~ of signs shall be at intervals of not more than 
200' along the boundary Imes of such areas. 

(c) Exceptions. Variations in posting and in fence construction other 
than specified shall be submitted to the secretary and may be approved 
by the secretary if found to comply with the intent and purpose of these 
rules. Whenever the strand of wire or fence is not required, posting of 
signs shall be at intervals of not more than 200' along the boundary lines 
of such areas. 

(8) STOCKING PROCEDURE, TAGGING AND CREDITS. (a) All licensed 
shooting preserves shall be required to make a yearly minimum stocking 
of pheasants in the ratio of not less than one pheasant for each 4 acres of 
the area licensed, except that the minimum stocking requirement for 
any shooting preserve in excess of 640 acres licensed prior to the effec
tive date of this section (December 1, 1959), shall be 160 pheasants. 
Failure to comply with the minimum stocking requirements during each 
licensed year shall automatically prohibit the renewal of the license, and 
Register, September, 1980, No. 297 
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also prohibit the licensing of any of the lands involved in any new license 
for a period of one year. 

(b) All pheasants and quail liberated shall be of high-quality stock, 
fully feathered, and not less than 12 weeks of age. For the purpose of 
assuring high-quality stock, pheasants and quail shall not be debeaked 
more than % inch and not less than 2 weeks prior to release. Brailed 
pheasants and quail shall have the brail removed not less than 2 weeks 
prior to release. Pheasants and quail shall not be held in crates or other 
containers more than 24 hours prior to release. Upon written certification 
by the department representative, listing the number and varieties of 
pheasants and quail stocked, or placed in holding pens (see (e) below) 
and the date of such stocking or holding, shooting preserve seals shall be 
furnished by the department at a cost of 5 cents each to the licensee at a 
ratio of 75% of the total birds certified. All shooting preserve seals and 
seal credits shall expire on March 1. 

(c) Upon leaving preserve no person shall have in possession or under 
control any: dead pheasant or quail of any species or varieties showing 
indicatioru that they have been shot , unless the proper shooting preserve 
seal has been attached. Such seals shall be supplied by the department at 
a cost of 5 cents each. This regulation will apply both during the general 
open season for pheasants and quail and during the special pheasant and 
quail season prescribed in this section for licensed shooting preserves. 

(d) Whenever a shooting preserve licensee indicates to the department 
the desire to stock pheasants or quail on a shooting preserve area, the 
licensee shall notify an authorized representative of the department who 
shall certify to all pheasants and quail liberated. Such representative 
shall thereafter notify the department in writing of the number and vari
eties stocked and the day and date when such stocking occurred, except 
as provided in par. (e). 

( e) Any shooting preserve shall be authorized to retain and stock 
pheasants and quail from an approved holding pen provided such birds 
have been counted and certified by a department representative. The li
censee agrees to stock all pheasants and quail so retained. 

(f) A daily record shall be kept by the licensee of all pheasant and quail 
stocking and harvesting, including stocking or removal from holding 
pens. Such daily records and inspection of the licensed area, holding pen, 
and pheasants and quail, shall be open to representatives of the depart
ment at any time. Reports shall be filed with the department on forms 
and on dates as specified by the department. 

( 10) DOG TRIALS OR DOG TRAINING ON LICENSED SHOOTING PRESERVES. 
During the closed season for the taking of pheasants and quail within the 
boundaries of a licensed shooting preserve, a dog trial or dog training 
permit may be issued under the provisions of ss. NR 17.01 and 17.02. 
Pheasants and quail released or taken under the provisions of such per
mit shall be tagged as provided, but shall not be required to be addition
ally tagged with a shooting preserve tag, nor shall any of the any of the 
stocking procedures, tagging, or credits of shooting preserve code sub. 
(8) apply under such permit. 

History: 1-2-56; r. and recr. Register, November, 1959, No. 47, eff. 12-1-59; r. and recr. (7), 
Register, August, 1961, No. 68, eff. 9-1-61; am. (2), (7), (a) and (b); and (8) (b) and (e), Regis
ter, January, 1964. No. 97, eff. 2-1-64; am. (8) (b) and (d) and er. (10), Register, February, 
1968, No. 146, eff. 3-1-68; renum, from WCD 19.07 to be NR 19.07 and am. (1), (3), (4), (6), 
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(7 ) (a) ru1d ( ), (8) (b), (c), ~d ) , (e) and (f), (9 ) and ( 10), lWgl!iLer April, 1971, O. 18•1, eJl, 5-
1-71 ; emerg. am. L2) efl' . 8-9-72; am. (2), (5), (6 ), (8), (b). \ c) and le , r. (9), Register, Septem
ber, 1972, No. 201

1 
eff.10-1-72; am. (2), (4), (5),, (8) and qo), r. a nd rccr. (3), Register, rebru

ary, 1977, No. 25a, ell'. 3-1-7'1; am. (8 )(a), Register, A pril , 1978, No. 268, .(f, 5-1-78. 

NR 19.09 Wild rice conservation. (1) A closed season is established for 
the harvesting or gatherh1g of wild rice in the following described areas at 
aU t imes except as hereinaft r provided and it is unlawful for any person 
to harvest or gather wild rice in any manner or at any time during such 
closed season. 

(2) The secretary is aut horized m1d directed, after determining by in
vestigation and study that the wild rice is ripe, to designate t he open 
season for harvesting or gathering wild rice in each of the hereinafter 
following described areas. Such open season in any such area to begin not 
earlier than August 15 and to continue in effect for not more than 60 
days. Such operi season in any such area as designated by the s cretary 
pursuant to this subsection shall be put into effect by posting of proper 
notice of sucb open season on the shores of, and at places of public access 
to, the lakes and streams in which such open season is effective at least 48 
hours before the beginning of such open season. 

(2m) There is no closed season for the harvesting of wild rice in any 
other area of the state of Wisconsin not herein described: 

(a) Ashland county. All waters north of highway 2 including outlying 
a t~ waters. 

lO.. ,1>" (b) Bayfield county. Totogatic lake . . ,,,, 
(c) Burnett county. Bashaw lake, Big Clam lake, Briggs lake, Gaslyn 

lake, Long lake, Mud lake, town of Oakland, Mud lake, town of Swiss 
and Mud Hen lake. 

(d) Douglas county. In Allouez Bay in the city of Superior. 

(e ) Forest county. Riley lake, Big Rice lake and Wabigon lake. 

(f) Marinette county. Noquebay lake. 

(g) Oneida county. Cary lake and Spur lake. 

(h) Polk county. Balsam Branch, Glenton lake, Little Butternut lake 
and Rice lake. 

(i) Sawyer county. Musky Bay located in sections 10 and 11, T39N, 
R9W, on Big Lac Court Oreilles lake. 

(j ) Vilas county. Allequash lake, Little Rice lake, Nixon lake, Irving 
lake, Aurora lake, West Plum lake, Devine lake, West Ellerson lake, 
Micheys Mud lake, Frost lake, Rice Ja:ke, Sand lake and Sugar Bush 
Chain. 

(k) Washburn county. Gilmore lake, Mud lake, Rice lake, Spring lake 
and Tranus lake. 

(3) It is unlawful for any person to harvest or gather any wild rice in 
any area of the state of Wisconsin 'between the hours of 4:00 p.m. central 
standard time and the following 9:00 a.m. 

(4 ) It is unlawful for any person to harvest or gather any wild rice in 
any area in the state of Wisconsin by the use of any machine or mechani-
Register, September, 1983, No. 333 
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cal device of any kind other than smooth, rounded rods or sticks not 
more than 38 inches in length and held and operated by hand. 

(5) It is unlawful for any person to harvest or gather any wild rice in 
any area in the state of Wisconsin by the use of any boat longer than 17 
feet or greater than 38 inches in width or by the use of any boat propelled 
by other than muscular power. 

(6 ) (a) All licensed wild rice dealers shall file reports on forms furnished 
by the department covering the license period with the Department of 
Natural Resources, Box 7924, Madison, 53707, prior to obtaining a wild 
rice dealer's license. 

(b )Such reports shall summarize the book records required and shall 
include the total number of transactions and the total amount of wild 
rice bought, sold or processed during the period covered by such license. 

(7) Nothing in the provisions of this section shall prohibit authorized 
agents of the department from harvesting or gathering wild rice in the 
performance of their official duties. 

(8) This section is adopted pursuant to s. 29.544, Stats. 
His tory: Or. lwgls~r • • luly, 1960, No. 55, clf. 8-1-60; r. 11.nd r er. Re¢er, ,July, Hl64 . No. 

108, err. 8-1·64;; rcnum. from WOD 19.09 to be NR 19.09 nnd o.m. (2), Intro. par., (6) and (7), 
Regil!ter, April. 19'1'1 ,No.184, elf. G-Ml;am. (2) (c), (k) and (m). Regisl.tlr, November, l!l76, 
Nn. 251, cll'. 1~1-76; am. (II) , Regilll.llr, Aprll, Hl78,.No. 268, e[ . 5-1-78; am . (1) (cl , 'Register, 
De<:embcr, 1978, No. 276, clf. 1-1-79; r. ruid recr. (2) (n) Lo (m ), und am. (6 , Regi!!Ler, Augu&t, 
1970. No. 284., elT. 9-1-79: am. (2n1) c), RcgiRter, September, l!l83, No. 33, eff. 10-1-89. 

NR 19.11 Scientific collectors permits. (1) DEFINITIONS. For purposes of 
implementing s. 29.17, Stats., and within this section, the following defi
nitions apply: 

(a) "Qualified natural person" or "person" means any individual com
plying withs. 29.17, Stats., and this section, not including a corporarjon, 
partnership, cooperative, society, association or other organization. 

(b) "Bonafide research program" means planned study and investiga
tion undertaken to discover or establish facts or principles leading to in
creased, useful scientific knowledge. 

( c) "Useful scientific knowledge" means new information contributing 
to the long-term well-being of wild animals and their habitats, or provid
ing educational opportunities in the natural sciences. 

(2) APPLICABILITY. (a) Permits not required. Scientific collectors per
mits are not required for the collection of wild plants, unprotected wild 
animals taken legally, or wild animals obtained from licensed game 
farms or fish hatcheries. 

(b) Bird banding. Scientific collectors permits will be required for trap
ping and banding protected nonmigratory upland game birds. 

(c) Licenses. This section does not exempt permittees or their agents 
from possessing fishing, hunting or trapping licenses as required by ch. 
29, Stats. •' 

(d ) Endangered species. Endangered or threatened wild animals may 
be collected only under authority of endangered species permits issued 
by the department pursuant to s. 29.415, Stats., and ch. NR 27. 
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(3) PERMIT APPLICATIONS. (a) Forms. Applications for scientific collec
tors permits shall be made on application forms provided by the depart
ment and include: 

1. Name and address of the applicant; 

2. Applicant's personal description; 

3. Purpose of the request; 

4. Species and number of specimens to be collected; 

5. Places and times when specimens are to be collected; 

6. Method of collecting; 

7. Place where collections will be kept; and 

8. Such additional information as may be requested by the depart
ment. 

(b) Narralive proposal. All permit applications shall be accompanied 
by a wrJtten proposal stating the objectiveii, justifications, procedures, 
times and places of collection, application of results and sponsor, if any, 
of the project described in the application. 

(4) PERMlT ISSUANCE. (a) Issuance. Permits shall be issued in the name 
of the applicant. All agents of the permittee ass]sting in the permitted 
collections wm be listed on the permit. Separate copies of permits shall be 
signed and carried by each person named in the permit when that person 
is acting under it in the absence of the permittee. 

(b) Specimen mat~rials. A permit will be issued for collections yielding 
preserved specimen materiaJs only when such materials are to be kept in 
a place and manner Where students and the publlc haye access to them. 
&'iv.ate collections to be kept in a manner not open to the public wi,11 not 
be approved. 

(c) Conditions. 1. Contents. Permits will contain conditions deemed 
necessary by the department to protect the resources of the state and 
assure use of specimens taken are in compliance withs. 29.17, Stats. 

2. Nonresidents. Permits issued to nonresidents will set forth condi
tions of removal of specimens from the state. 

3. Federal permits. Permits involving the capture, marking, collection, 
possession, or salvage of migratory birds or parts, nests or eggs of migra
tory birds will not be issued until the applicant possesses a permit issued 
by the U.S. fish and wild)ife service for that activity. 

4. Size of collections. Permits will not be issued which authorize collec
tions endangering the population of animals the collection would draw 
from, or exceeding the number of animals required to meet the permit
tee's objectives. 

5. Unprotected species. Permits will not be issued for the collection of 
protected species if unprotected species can be used to accomplish the 
same purposes. 

(5) PERMIT USAGE. ( a) Disposilion of specimens. 1. Living unharmed 
specimens collected during the course of permitted activities shall be re-
Register, September, 1983, No. 333 
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turned to the wild at the point of capture, unless otherwise provided in 
the permit. 

2. Any endangered or threatened species taken unintentionally during 
the course of permitted activities shall be immediately released if un
harmed. 

3. Injured or dead wild animal specimens shall be immediately turned 
over to the department employe named in the permit unless otherwise 
provided in the permit. 

(b) Notification of department. Each permittee shall notify the depart
ment employe named in the permit at least 48 hours prior to collecting of 
the time and place where specimens will be collected. 

(c) Marked gear. All traps, nets and any other gear used for capturing 
wild animals under terms of a permit shall be marked with the permit 
number, name and address of the permittee. 

(d) Trap and net tending. All traps, nets and other capture gear in use 
under the authority of a permit shall be checked and emptied by the 
permittee at least once each 24-hour period. 

( e) Fishing gear restrictions. 1. Gill nets. Gill nets may not be used in 
inland waters unless specifically authorized by a permit. 

2. Buoys. All buoys and buoy staffs shall be marked and maintained as 
required by the department. The permit number, name and address of 
the permittee shall be maintained in plain figures on the bowl of the 
buoy. 

3. Sport fishing equipment. Hook and line fishing equipment and 
spearing equipment may not be possessed on a boat operating under a; 
permit without prior approval of the department. 

(6) RECORDKEEPING AND ANNUAL REPORTS. (a) Records. Each permit
tee shall keep current records, in the English language, of all collections 
under the permit. Records of collections shall be made available to the 
department during normal business hours, or upon 8 hours notice at 
other times. 

(b) Required reports. Permittees shall supply information requested by 
the department and annually file a complete and accurate report on 
forms covering activities conducted under authority of the permit. Un
less otherwise provided in the permit, such reports shall be filed using a 
report form provided by the department not later than January 10 of the 
year following expiration of the permit. 

(c) Content. Annual reports by permittees shall include: 

1. The common name, scientific name and number of each species and 
type of specimen material collected; 

2. The date and geographic location of each collection; 

3. Collection methods; 

4. Disposition of collected specimens; and 
Register, September, 1983, No. 333 
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5. Any other information requested by the department. 

Note: App!ICAllon forn1s for scientific collectors permits under this section may be obtained 
IMm nny dcparLmunL diiJtrict office. Federal permits for migratory birds may be obtained 
from lhe Spe-Oial A~enl In Charge, U.S. Fish and Wildlile Service, Federal Building, Fort 
Snell ing, '!'win Oitl •s. MN 55111. 

History: Cr. Register, April, 1966, No. 124, eff. 5-1-66; renum. from WCD 19.11 to be NR 
19.11, and am.(!) intro. par., (1) (h), (2) intro. par. and (2) (c), Register, April, 1971, No. 
184, eff. 4-1-71; er. (5) (e) and (6), Register, September, 1978, No. 273, efJ.10-1-78; r. and recr. 
(2), r. (5) (a), Register, August, 1979, No. 284, eff. 9-1-79; r. and recr., Register, November, 
1981, No. 311, ell. 12-1-81. 

NR 19.12 Tagging the carcasses of wild animals, birds and fish taken on 
Indian reservations. (1) (a) Each autho1·ized person who has taken a pro
tected wild animal, bird or fish on an Indlru1 reservation, under provi
sions of the reservation's treaty rights during the off-reservation closed 
season for such game set by the departmenL of natural resources, shall 
before removing the carcass or part thereof of such animal, bird or fish 
from the reservation, contact and exhibit it during ordinary working 
hours to a conservation warden of the department of natural resources or 
to any tribal member authorized by the particular tribe and designated 
by the department of natural resources. 

(b) The conservation warden or designated tribal member shall in
spect all such carcasses, attach and lock a special lettered and numbered 
tag to each carcass or part thereof, and maintain a record book contain
ing the following information: the date, the reservation, the name and 
address of the person being issued the tag, the species and description of 
the wild animal, bird or fish being tagged, the destination, and the name 
and address of the person issuing the tag. Such record book shall be ex
hibited to the department of natural resources at reasonable hours for 
inspection and duplication. Failure to maintain and exhibit such a record 
book containing the above information shall be sufficient cause for the 
department of natural resources to revoke the authority of the of
ficial to issue any more tags. The secretary of the department of natural 
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resources may take such revocation action without requiring that a hear
ing be held on the matter. 

(c) The special lettered and numbered tag shall be distributed to the 
conservation warden or designated tribal member by the department of 
natural resources at such times and in such numbers as it deems appro
priate. During the off-reservation closed season for such wild animal, 
bird or fish, no person shall remove any such carcass or part thereof from 
an Indian reservation withoutsuch a tag being attached and locked. No 
person shall remove the tag prior to consumption of the animal, bird or 
fish carcass tagged. No endangered species shall be tagged. No person 
other than a conservation warden or designated tribal member shall have 
unused tags in his or her possession. 

Hislory: Cr. Register, April, 1976, No. 244, eff. 5-1-76. 

NR 19.13 Disposition of deer accidentally killed by a motor vehicle. (1) 
The driver of a motor vehicle involved in a vehicle-deer collision may 
have first priority to the deer killed. However, if the driver does not want 
to take possession of the deer it may be given to another party at the 
scene of the accident by the department or its agents. 

(2) If a driver collides with and kills 2 or more deer at one time, the 
driver is eligible to receive as many of these deer as the driver wishes. 

(3) No such deer, or any parts thereof, may be sold, bartered or given 
by the individual to any other person at any time, except the head or 
hide, which may be disposed of pursuant to s. 29.40 (3), Stats. 

(4) Possession of vehicle-killed deer shall be limited to 90 days. 

(5) Spotted fawns and white deer may not be released by the depart
ment. 

(6) No deer shall be retained until it has been tagged with a metal seal 
provided by the department and a permit has been issued. 

(7) Permits shall be issued and metal seals attached by the department 
or its agents for each deer released. 

(8) The permit shall contain the following information: 

(a) Name and address of permittee. 

(b) Vehicle license number if deer given to driver involved in the colli
sion. 

(c) Date of accident. 

(d) Date of issuance. 

(e) Number of metal seal used. 

(f) Identification of permittee as driver of vehicle, or other. 

(g) Sex of deer and approximate weight. 

(h) Location of kill as to county. 

(i) Name of officer who issued permit and metal seal and the name and 
address of the officer's agency. 
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(j) Statement that permit valid for a period of 90 days after date of 
issuance. 

(9) One copy of permit shall be issued to permittee, one copy sent to 
the department, and one copy retained by issuing agency. 

(10) Provisions of permit and restrictions shall be printed on the back 
of the permit form. 

(11) If a deer is not released pursuant to sub. (1), it maybe sold by the 
department at the highest price obtainable or otherwise disposed of. 

(12) The entrails or any other parts of deer killed in vehicle-deer colli
sions shall not be disposed "of on the highway right-of-way. 

History: Cr. Register, June 1976, No. 246, elf. 7-1-76. 

NR 19.21 De!'r and bear damage. History: Cr. Regiater, January, 1977, No. 253, elf. 2-1-77; r. 
and recr., Regiater; January, 1980, No. 289, elf. Z:.1-80; r. Register, January, 191U, No. 337, 
elf. 2-1-IU. 

NR 19.22 Deer fence contracts. History: Cr. Regiater, January, 1980, No. 289, elf. 2-1-80; r. 
Regiater, January, 191U, No. 337, elf. 2-1-IU. 

NR 19.23 Duck, &_oos!' and aandblll crane damage. History: Cr. Regiater, January, 1980, No. 
289, elf. 2-1-80; r. Regiater, January, 191U, No. 337, elf. 2-1-IU. 

NR 19.24 Animal damage records. History: Cr. Regiater, January, 1980, No. 289, elf. 2-1-80; 
r. Regiater, January, 1984, No. 337, elf. 2-1-84. 

NR 19.25 Wild animal protection. Unless engaged in dog trainin~ as de
fined ins. NR 17.001 (1) (h), or other activity specifically authonzed by 
the department, a closed season is established and no person may harass, 
disturb, pursue, shoot, trap, catch, take or kill protected wild animals by 
any means. 

History: Cr. Regiater, Auguat, 1980, No. 296, elf. 9-1-80. 

NR 19.26 Beaver dam removal. (s. 29.29, 29.60, Stats.). Explosives, in
cludintJ dynamite, may be used to remove beaver dams provided a per
mit is JSSued J:>y the department to remove the structure by such means. 

History: Cr. Regiater, November, 1982, No.'323, elf. 12-1-82. 

NR 19.27 Seasons, limits, restrictions on taking crayllsb, frogs and tur
tles. There is a closed season established for taking crayfish, frogs and 
turtles except when taken during t)le open seasons by the following 
methods: 

Register, June, 191U, No. 342 



DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 223 
NR 19 

Open 
Animal season Methods 

and (both dates Bag Size or 
local!ty hiclu Ive) limil limil taking 

(1) Crayfish Continuous None None Crayfish may be taken by hand, • All areas except minnow seine, minnow dipnets or 
Wis.-Minn. minnow traps, as defined in s. NR 
boundary 20.10, and by crayfish traps with 
waters. See s. an entrance not to exceed 2\!i 
NR 21.04 (13) inches at its greatest diagonal 

measurement. 
AU traps U.'led to take crayfish 
shall be raised and crayfish re-
moved at least once. each day rot-
lowing day set unless otherwise 
authorized by the district director 
All traps shall be tagged with a 
tag clearly bearing in I.he E ngli8h 
language the name and address or 
the owner and trapper. 

(2) Frogs 
(a) Jefferson No open sea-

county son for 
bullfrogs 

(b) All other areas Saturday None None No person may take frogs with 
nearest May 
1 to Dec. 31 

the aid of a firearm. 

(3 ) Turtles Turtles may be taken as follows: 
Traps. A maximum of 5 hoop net 
turtle traps may be used to trap 
turtles. Hoop nets shall be con-
structed with a mesh of not less 
than 8 inch stretch measure pro-

(a) All areas except June 16 None None viding traps are set so that not 
Wis.-Minn. and to less than 2 inches of the hoops ex-
Wis.-Iowa April 30 tend above the surface of the 
boundary water. Float and tank type turtle 
waters. See ss. traps not exceeding 4 feet square 
NR 21.13 and or 4 feet in diameter may be used 
22.13 for trapping turtles. Each trap 

while in use shall have attached 
in a manner as to be visible and 
legible at all times, a metal tag 
bearing in the English language 
the name and address of the oper-
ator of the trap and no other per-
son may tend or operate the trap. 
Turtle traps shall be checked and 
the entrapped contents shall be 
removed at least once each day 
following the day set. 
By hand, and hook and line. 

e (b) Trout streams Hooking. Turtles may also be 
taken from trout streams, during 
the open season, by the method 
commonly known as hooking. 

(4) ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS. (a) Crayfish. 1. Prohibitions. No person 
may: 

a. Use live crayfish as bait on the inland waters except on the Missis-
sippi river; 

b. Possess live crayfish while on any inland waters of the state, except 
the Mississippi river, unless that person is engaged in crayfish removal. 
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Simultaneous possession of live crayfish and hook and line fishing equip
ment while on the inland waters, except the Mississippi river, shall be 
considered prima facie evidence of a violation of this subsection. 

c. Place, deposit, throw or otherwise introduce live crayfish into any 
waters of the state unless a permit authorizing introduction has been is
sued by the department. 

2. Bait. a. Crayfish may be taken with use of bait consisting only of 
parts of fish lawfully taken or fish by-products including fish meal or pre

. pared parts of such fish. 

b. Bait or parts of bait authorized in this subdivision may not be de
posited in the waters of this state unless they are enclosed within the 
trap. 

3. Floats or markers. Floats or markers used to locate traps for the 
taking of crayfish: 

a. May not exceed 5 inches in size at its greatest dimension; 

b. May not extend more than 4 inches above the surface of the water. 

c. Shall plainly and clearly display in the English language the name 
and address of the owner or operator; and 

d. Shall be of a color other than orange or fluorescent colorations. 

(b) Frogs. This section does not apply to frogs propagated in captivity. 

4. Traps. Crayfish traps placed in trout streams shall conform to the 
dimensions of minnow traps described ins. NR 20.10 (4) (a) 3. unless 
otherwise authorized by the department. 

History: Cr. Register, December, 1982, No. 324, eff. 1-1-83; r. and recr. Register, June, 
1984, No. 342, eff. 7-1-84; er. (4) (a) 4., Register, December, 1984, No. 348, eff. 1-1-85. 

SUBCHAPTER II 

WILDLIFE DAMAGE 

NR 19.75 Purpose. This subchapter is adopted to implement and ad
minister the wild animal damage abatement and claim program estab
lished under s. 29.598, Stats. In its administration, the department shall 
assure that the funds appropriated by the legislature are used in the most 
cost-effective manner. Wild animal damage abatement measures when 
determined by the department, and the administering county to be cost
effective shall be funded and receive priority in payment over damage 
claims. 

History: Cr. Register, January, 1984, No. 337, eff. 2-1-84. 

NR 19.76 Definitions. For purpose of this subchapter and s. 29.598, 
Stats.: 

(1) "Contiguous land" means lands under the ownership or control, 
other than by lease, of an applicant for deer, bear or goose damage pay
ments which are connected to the lands subject to a claim application or 
separated only by a roadway, easement, license or waterway. 
Register, December, 1984, No. 348 
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(2) "County" means a county board of supervisors who has, by resolu
tion, approved application and administration of a program under 
s. 29.598, Stats. 

(3) "Crops on agricultural lands" includes Christmas trees . 

The next page numbered 225 
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(4) "Lands suitable for hunting" means lands where the conduct of 
hunting is not likely to result in a violation of the law or damage to build
ings and where it is probable an animal causing the damage may be har
vested. 

( 5) "N onnal agricultural practices" means practices commonly used 
in the county to grow and harvest crops. 

(6) "Plan" means a plan of administration submitted under s. 29.598, 
Stats., by a county and approved by the department. 

Hislory: Cr. Register, January, 1984, No. 337, ell. 2-1-84. 

NR 19.77 County application. (1) Applications by a county to adminis
ter the wildlife damage abatement or claim program shall include a plan 
completed in accordance withs. 29.598, Stats., and this subc.hapter and a 
copy of the resolution of the county board authorizing the application. 

(2) The department shall review and approve or deny a completed ap
plication and plan under this subchapter within 30 days after it is re
ceived by the department. 

History: Cr. Register, January, 1984, No. 337, ell. 2-1-84. 

NR 19.78 Administrative nnd nbntemcnt costs and fund advancement to 
counties. (1) (a) Except as provided in par. (b) the department shall, 
based upon the applicant's estimate of anticipated administrative and 
abatement costs indicated in its plan, advance to the county for adminis
tration purposes one-fourth the amount indicated in the plan or one
fourth of such other amount deemed reasonable by the department no 
later than January 15 following approval of the application and plan of 
administration. 

(b) For the 1984 calendar year, the advance payment shall be paid 
within 30 days of plan approval. 

(2) Use of advanced administration funds is limited to actual costs 
ineurred. Eligible costs of the county which may be paid out of this ad
vance fund are limited to: 

(a) Reasonable salaries or contract payments; 

(b) Mileage at standard state of Wisconsin rates established by the 
department of administration; 

(c) Staff training, telephone, printing and distributing promotional 
materials; and 

(d) Other reasonable costs incurred in accordance with normal county 
administrative procedures. 

(3) Funds advanced under this section not used by the 9th month of 
the plan period shall be immediately returned to the department. Funds 
returned may be distributed by the department to all counties adminis
tering under an approved plan for administration and abatement costs or 
payment of damage claims. 

(4) A county may not be reimbursed for administrative or abatement 
costs in excess of the estimate contained in the plan without approval of 
the department. 

History: Cr. Register, January, 1984, No. 337, ell. 2-1-84. 
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. NR 19.79 Wildlife damage abatement. (1) Costs of wildlife damage 
abatement measures rendered by a county under the plan are eligible for 
reimbursement under s. 29.598, Stats., only when rendered to persons 
owning or controlling land within the county of administration. 

(2) Abatement measures rendered by a county under s. 29.598, Stats., 
are limited to those which are approved in the plan or authorized in writ
ing by the department and which are commonly accepted in the wildlife 
management profession as valid control measures and which are likely to 
be successful in reducing wildlife damage. 

(3) Woven-wire deer-proof fences, for which an application has been 
approved by the county and department, under s. NR 19.81, shall be 
included in the plan for the calendar year succeeding the fence applica
tion. 

(4)(a) For purposes of determining the total cost of a damage abate
ment measure, cooperation in the measure by the applicant in construc
tion, operation, maintenance or application of the measure shall be con
sidered 50% of its total cost. The county may, as a condition of providing 
abatement assistance, require full cooperation and assistance of the ap
plicant. 

(b) Costs of abatement measures which are eligible for reimbursement 
are: 

1. The reasonable cost of abatement equipment and supplies, and 

2. Those costs listed ins. NR 19.78(2). 

(c) Crops subject to abatement provisions of this subchapter and 
s. 29.598, Stats., shall be described in the plan. 

History: Cr. Register, January, 1984, No. 337, ell. 2-1-84. 

NR 19.80 Wildlife damage claims. (1) Wildlife damage claims may be 
paid only to persons owning or controlling land within the county of ad
ministration who also have authority to control entry on those lands for 
purposes of hunting. 

(2)(a) All wildlife damage claims approved by the county shall be filed 
with the department no later than March 1 following the calendar year 
in which the damage occurred. 

(b) The department shall review and act on properly filed claims no 
later than June 1 following the calendar year in which the damage oc
curred. 

(3) If the approved clairr.~ exceed the funds available, claims shall be 
paid on a prorated basis. 

(4)(a) All claimants for damage payments, recognized and included in 
the county plan, shall meet the following eligibility requirements: 

1. The lands subject to the claim shall have been in cultivation, a 
Christmas tree plantation or in an approved agriculture stabilization 
and conservation service set-aside program for at least 5 consecutive 
years prior to the application. 

2. The crops subject to the claim were not planted or manipulated to 
attract deer, bear or geese, and 
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3. Unless otherwise provided by the county, the claimant shall have 
notified the county of his or her intent to harvest crops subject to damage 
but not Jess than 10 days prior to the harvest. 

(b) The county, in addition to requirements in par. (a), may e11tablish 
further requirements deemed reasonable and necessary to administer 
this subchapter . 

(5) Crops subject to claims and payments under this subchapter and 
s. 29.598, Stats., shall be described in the plan. 

History: Cr. Register, January, 1984, No. 337, elf. 2-1-84. 

NR 19.81 Woven-wire deer-proor reoce construction. (1) Specific appli
cations and funding for woven-wire deer-proof fences shall be approved 
by the department and county and included in the county plan. 

(2) Prior to granting its approval, the department shall assure: 

(a) Deer damage has occurred or is occurring on the lands of the appli
cant and is likely to occur in the future; and 

(b) The applicant is eligible to receive deer damage claim payments. 

(3) Should it appear that the cost of providing woven-wire fences to 
applicants will exceed the funds available for abatement and claims, the 
department, in reviewing applications, shall grant priority after consid
ering: 

(a) The crops to be protected are continuing and long-term in nature, 
and the costs of future damage claims may exceed the cost of fence con
struction over the lifetime of the fence. 

(b) The applicant has fully cooperated and assisted in applying recom
mended damage abatement measures. 

(c) The landowner agrees to construct and maintain the fence for a 
period of time determined reasonable in the county plan. 

(4) The department, exercising reasonable ~udgment, shall base its de
cision on priority under sub. (3) on the criteria listed in sub. (3) and the 
best interest of the state, CODBidering the costs of constructing the deer
proof fence, the projected amount of damages without the fence and the 
available funding. 

History: Cr. Register, January, 1984, No. 337, elf. 2-1-84. 

NR 19.82 County recordkeeping. (1) In this section, "records" means 
books, documents, papers, accounting records, audits, and other evi
dence artd accounting procedures and practices. 

(2) The county is responsible for maintaining a financial management 
system which shall adequately provide for: 

(a) Accurate, current and complete disclosure of the financial results of 
the program in accordance with department reporting requirements and 
in accordance with generaJly accepted accounting principles and prac
tices, consistently applied, regardless of the source of funds. 

(b) Effective control over and accountability for all project funds, 
property, and other assets. 
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(c) Comparison of actual budget amounts for the program. 

(d) Procedures for determining the eligibility and allocability of costs 
in accordance with the plan of administration. 

(e) Accounting records supported by source documentation; 

(f) Audits to be made by the county or at the county's direction to 
determine, at a minimum, the fiscal integrity of financial transactions 
and reports, and the compliance with the terms of the grant agreement. 
·The eounty shall schedule such audits with reasonable frequency, usu
ally annually, but not less frequently than once every 2 years, consider
ing the nature, size and complexity of the activity. 

(g) A systematic method to assure timely and appropriate resolution 
of audit findings and recommendations. 

( 3) The following record and audit policies are applicable to all depart
ment grants and to all subagreements. 

(a) The county shall maintain books, records, documents, and other 
evidence and accounting procedures and practices, sufficient to properly 
reflect: 

1. The amount, receipt and disposition by the county of all assistance 
received for the project, including both state assistance and any match
ing share or cost sharing; and 

2. The total costs of the project, including all direct and indirect costs 
of whatever nature incurred for the performance of the project for which 
the state grants have been awarded. In addition, contractors of ~antees, 
including contractors for professional services, shall also main tam books, 
documents, papers, and records which are pertinent to a specific state 
grant award. 

(b) The county's records and the records of contractors, including pro
fessional services contracts, shall be subject at all reasonable times to 
inspection, copying and audit by the department: 

(c) The county and contractors of the county shall preserve and make 
their records available to the department: 

1. Until expiration of 3 years from the date of final settlement, or 

2. For such longer periods, if required by applicable statute or lawful 
requirement; or 

3. If a program is terminated completely or partially, the records relat
ing to the work terminated shall be preserved and made available for a 
period of 3 years from the date of any resulting final termination settle
ment; or 

4. Record.s which relate to appeals, disputes, litigation on the settle
ment of claims arising out of the performance of the project for which 
funds were awarded, or costs and expenses of the project to which excep
tion has been taken by the department or any of its duly authorized rep
resentatives, shall be retained until any appeals, litigation, claims or ex
ceptions have been finally resolved. 
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(4) (a) Preaward or interim audits may be performed on applications 
and awards. 

(b) A final audit shall be conducted after the submission of the final 
payment request. The time of the final audit shall be determined by the 
department and may be prior or subsequent to final settlement. Any set
tlement made prior to the final audit is subject to adjustment based on 
the audit. Counties and subcontractors of counties shall preserve and 
make their records available upon request. 

History: Cr. Register, January, 1984, No. 337, eff. 2-1-84. 

NR 19.83 Termination. The department shall, upon 30 days notice, ter
minate a county application and plan under s. 29.598, Stats., and this 
subchapter for any violation of the plan, the statute or rules or failure to 
properly report costs of the program or claims or comply with record
keeping or audit procedures. 

(1) A county may, upon 30 days notice to the department, terminate 
its application and plan under s. 29.598, Stats., and this subchapter. 

(2) The department is responsible for payment of costs, in accordance 
with this subchapter, which are incurred for wildlife damage abatement 
prior to termination and for claims filed and approved by the county 
prior to that date. 

History: Cr. Register, January, 1984, No. 337, eff. 2-1-84. 
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