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Chapter NR 50

ADMINISTRATION OF OUTDOOR RECREATION PROGRAM GRANTS AND STATE AIDS

A'R 50.01 Purpose.
hR 50.02 Applicability.
NR 50.03 Definitions.
hR 50.05 Ccneral provisions.
iv'R SO.Ob Lawcon program.
hR 50.09 County snowmobile aids,
NR 50.10 Aids [o cities, villages or towns for route signs.
NR 50.11 Aids to snowmobile clubs.
NR 50.12 Law enforcement aids to counties (ch. 350, Slats.).
hR 50.13 Law enforcement aids to munscipalities.

hole: Thefonowingrccnationa]aidsprogramsareEoundclsewhcre:Atotarcycle
Recreation Pragram,ch. hR 65 and Recreational Boating Facilities Program, ch. NR
7.

History: Chapter IVR 50 as it existed on March 31, 1975 was repealed and a new
chapter NR 50 was created, effective April 1, 1975.

NR 50.01 Purpose. Theputpasetiflhischapteristoestab-
lish procedures for implementation of various recreational aids
programs under ss. 23.094, 20.370 {4) (bb) and (bx), 23.04 (11},
(12), (17m}, (19), (20) and (26), 23.195, 23,30 (3) (h), 29.525,
30.275,•30.277, 30.79 and 350.12 {4), Stets„ and lb USC 460d,
A60L-^€, et seq., 669 et seq., 12b1, 1262 and 26 USC 9503 (6),
9511.

Htslory: Cr. Register, h1ay,1983,1\ra. 329, eff. 6-1-83; am. Register, April, 1984,
No, 340, eff, 5-1-84; am. Register, November, 1986, l r̂o, 371, eff. 12--I-$6; am.
Register, April, 1989, No. 400, eff. 5-1--59; am. Register, Febmary, 1996, No. 482,
eff. 3-1--96.

NR 50.02 Applicability. Theprovisiansofthischapterare
applicable to all sponsors of recreational aid programs under ss.
20.370 (4) (bb) and (bx), 23.09 (I1}, (12), (I7m), (19), (20) and
(26}, 23.094, 23,195, 23.30 (3) {h), 29.525, 30.275, 30.277, 34.79
and 354.12 (4), Stets., and 15 USC 460d, 460L,-4, et seq., 669 et
seq., 1261, 1262 and 26 USC 9503 (6), 9511.

History: Cr, Register,A4arch, 1975, No.231, eff.4-1 75; cr. (5), Register,hiarch,
1977, No.255, efF 4-1-77; cr. (7) and ($),Register, Jane, I980, No.294, eff.7-1-80;
cr. (9), Register, September, 1980, No.297, eff. 10-1-80; r, andrecr, Register, A4ay,
1983,tiro.329, eff, t^1^3; am, Register,Apti1,1984,No, 340, eff.5-1^4; am. Rcg-
ister,November, I985, No.371, e€F.12-t-86; am. Register, Apri1,1989, Nv.400, eff.
S -1-89; am. Register, February, 1996, r^'o. 482, off. 3 -1 96.

NR 50.03 Definitions. ' (1) (a} "Acquisition project"
includes the acquisition of land ar rights thereto for a well defined
outdoor recreation area or purpose.

(b) "Development project" includes the development of struc-
tures,utilities, facilities or landscaping necessary for outdoor rec-
reationuse of an area.

(2) "Applicant" means unit of governinent applying for a
grant.

(3) "Approval" means the signing by the secretary or designee
of a project agreement resulting in encumbering a specified
amount of federal or state aid funds far a specific purpose.

(4) "Assistance" means funds made available by the depart-
ment to asponsor insupport of apublic outdoor recreation project.

(5) "Basic facilities" means the minimum improvements nec-
essary to enable people to make use of recreation sites with mini-
mum maintenance.

(B) "Department" means department of natural resources.
(7) "District" means one of the 6 field administrative offices

of the department of natural resources.
($) "Enforcement" means the detection and prevention of

crimes and civil violations, and the arrest of those persons who
violate such laws. To qualify for state aids under ss. 30,79 and
350.12, Slats., and ss. NR 50.12 and 50,13, officers involved in
the "enforcement" of ss. 30.50 to 30,80 or eh, 350, Stets., must

NR SO.I4 County fish and wildlife aid.
NA 50.[5 Wildlife habitat development an county forests.
NR 50,15 Aids for the acquisition and development of local parks.
NR SQ16S Aids for the acquisition of urban green space.
NR 50.17 Shooting range development.
NR 50.19 Scenic urban waterways grant program.
NR 50.20 Fish rearing pond grants.
NR 50.21 National recreational trails program.
NR 50.22 Urban rivers grant program.

have t11e authority to make arrests for the violations of the laws
they are employed to enforce.

(9) "Force account" means the performance of a development
ar maintenance project with the farces and resources of the spon-
sor, including personal services, equipment and materials.

(10) "Fringe bene0ts" are employers' contributions or
expenses far social security, employes Iife and health insurance
plans, unemployment insurance coverage, worker's compensa-
lion 'insurance, pension retirement plans, and employe benefits in
the form of regular compensation during authorized absences
from the job (i.e. annual, sick, court or military leave},These con-
tributions and expenses must be equitably distributed to all
employe labor activities,

(1 i) "Indirect costs" ue those casts not directly assignable to
a grant, program or project. Such costs are generally administra-
tive in nature, are incurred for a common or joint purpose, or are
not readily assignable to a project ar program.

Note: Examples ofindlrectcostsincludecentralofficeheat,light,utiiities,admin-
ist<ativesalaries, secretartia] services, postage, etc., which are not supported by time
reports orotherdocurtu;ntationwhich identiflcsthe expenditure to a particular project
or program.

(12) "Inland patrols" means water safety patrol units which
operate on waters ether than those designated by s. 29,01 (11),
^ tats.

(13) "LAWCON" means land and water conservation fund
act of 1965.

(i4) "Major snowmobile bridge rehabilitation" means
canstructian activities, including complete bridge replacement,
that are necessary to return a snowmobile bridge or a culvert to
a functioning, safe strtichlre.

(15) "Outlying patrols" means water safety patrol units which
operate on waters designated in s. 29.01 {l l}, Slats,

(16) "Project agreement" means a contract between the spon-
sor and department setting forth the mutual obligations with
regard to a portion or ail of a specific project.

{17) "Project period" means the period of time specified in the
agreement during which all work must be accomplished.

(1 S) "Secretary" means secretary, department of natural
resources.

(19) "Snowmobile trail maintenance" means the activities
associated with establishing and keeping a trail safe and enjoyable
to use. Snowmobile trail maintenance activities include pasting
signs, brushing, grooming of snow, minor repair of bridges, pur-
chase ofliability insurance by counties for snowmobile trails, and
acquisition of easements, leases, permits ar other agreements for
a period of less than 3 years.

(20) "Snowmobile recreation council" has the meaning given
in s. 15.347 (7), Stets.

(21) "Snowmobile trail" means a marked corridor an public
property or an private land subject to public easement or lease,
designated for use by snowmobile operators by the governmental
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agency having jurisdiction, but excluding highways except those
highways an which the roadway is not normally maintained for
other vehicular traffic by the removal of snow,

(22) "Sponsor" means a focal unit of govemntent, state
agency, Indian tribe, nonprofit conservation organization as
defined in s. 23.0955 {1), Stets., or snowmobile club as defined in
s. 350,138 (1) {e), Stets., receiving assistance under this chapter.

(23) "State outdoor recreation plan" means the comprehen-
sive statewide outdoor recreation p]an required by the land and
water conservation fund act.

(24) "Snowmobile trail development" means the construction
of a trail including grading, initial signing, construction of bridges
and other support facilities. Snowmobile trail development also
includes the purchase of land in fee simple and tEle acquisition of
interests in land by easement, tease, permit or other agreement for
a terns of 3 years or greater.

(25) "Snowmobile trait rehabilitation" means trail repair and
renovation activities that are necessary to improve a trail for user
safety and enjoyment.

Note: "Iherepairsorrenovationrefcm^dtoinsnawmobiletraitrehabilitationmay
be the improvement of the trail for safety reasons br in response to natural events rhos
adversely affect trail safety, such as clean up of wind storm damage.

History: Cr. Register. March, 1975, No. 231, eff. 4-1 75; am. (8), Register,
Mazch, 1976, No, 243, eff. 4-1 76; am. {8), Register, October, 1978, No. 274, eff.
11-1 78; cr. (16), Register, May,1979, IQo.281, eff. 6-I-74; cr, (17), Register, tune,
198Q, Na, 294, eff. 7-1-SD; cr. (18) and (19), Rcgistcr, September, 198Q No. 297,
cff.IO-1^D; renum. from NR 50.01 and am. (4), (G}, (9), { 10}, {ll) and (17), cr. (20)
and (21}, Register, May, 1983, No. 329, eff. 6-1-83; am. (5), Registe ,April, 1984,
No, 340, eff, 5-1-$4; emerg. cr. (22) and (23), eff. 3-15-90, cr. (22) and {23), Regis-
ter, October, 1990, No, 418, eff. 11-1-9D; renum. { 1) to (7), (9) to (17), (20} to {23)
to be (6), (18), (2), (13), (1), (3), (4}, (16), (22), (21), (7), {17), (5), (23}, {8} to (12)
and (1 S) and am. (22),r. (8}, { 18}and (19}, cr. (14), (19), (20}, (24) and(25), Registe,
February, 1996, Na.482, eff. 3-1-96; reprinEed to restore dropped copy in (10),
Registe , Aprll,1998, No. 508,

NR 50.05 General pro^lslons. (1) This section applies
to all grant programs governed by this chapter.

(2) Environmental quality is essential and shall be preserved
and enhanced.

(3) Local governments shall agree to operate and provide ade-
quatemaintenance of recreational areas or facilities purchased or
developed with state or federal aids.

(4) Recreational lands purchased or facilities developed under
this ahaptermay not be converted to other uses or to other outdoor
recreation uses without approval of the department for all pro-
grams and the secretary of the interior for LAWCON projects.

{5) Income accruing to an area receiving assistance during the
project period from a source other than the intended recreational
use shall be used to reduce the total costs of the project.

($) Income from the sale of structures must be reimbursed to
the appropriate aid program.

(7] Reasonable entrance, service or user fees may be charged
to pay for operation and maintenance casts and are subject to
department review.

($) Acquisition of real property shall be in accordance with
state and federal guidelines for preparation of appraisals and
relocation assistance.

(9) Before development of certai n public facilities begins, for-
mal approval may be required from state or federal agencies con-
cerning health, safety ar sanitation requirements.

(10) Sponsors shall comply with applicable state or federal
regulations concerning bidding and awarding cataracts, wage and
labor rates, access for the disabled, flood disaster protection, envi-
ronmental quality and historical preservation.

(11) Sponsors shall comply with Title VI of the civil rights act
of 1964, 42 USC 2000d, et seq. and with the regulations promul-
gatedunder such act by the secretary of the interior.

(12} Assistance may be given to develop leased real property
provided Control and tenure of such property is commensurate
with the proposed development,

(13) Project expenditures must be within the project period,
project scope and project amount as shown on the project agree-
ment.

(14) Billings may be submitted for partial payment or upon
completion of the project.

(15) Donated labor, materials, land, or other activities which
do not result in an actual expenditure by the sponsor and indirect
costs arc not allowable in the claim.

(i t3} Duect costs which are supported by tune sheets, vouch-
ers or similar documentation reflecting specific assignment to a
project are eligible project Casts.

(17) Actual Cost of force account labor and equipment is
allowable. Equipment rental rates may not exceed the county
machinery rates established annually by the department of trans-
portation.

(1$} Actual fringe benefits paid as part of the direct labor costs
claimed are eligible project costs.

(19) Claims for paymenE must be submitted within one year
of the project termination date.

(20) A request for a project extension must be submitted prior
to the project termination date.

(21) A]l payments are contingent upon final audit. Financial
records including all documentation to support entries in the
accounting records to substantiate charges for each project must
be kept available for review by state or federal officials for a
period of 3 years after fmal payment,

(22) Land acquisition costs may be retroactive upon prior
written approval of the department or the secretary of the interior
providing the sponsor can demonstrate a need to proceed at this
time.

(23) Engineering or planning fees necessary to complete eli-
gible items may be retroactive.

(24) The department may approve variances .from nonstatu-
tory requirements of this chapter upon the request of a sponsor
when the department determines that variances are essential to
effect necessary grant actions or program objectives, and where
special circumstances make such variances in the best interest of
the program. Before granting a variance, the department shall take
into account such factors as good cause and circumstances beyond
the control of the sponsor.

(25) Total grant assistance provided under this section shall be
limited to a maximum of 50% of cIigible project casts unless
otherwise provided bylaw.

(21i) The department may conduct compliance inspections on
properties for which assistance has been provided under this chap-
ter, The department may require project sponsors to conduct self
inspections on these properties,

Ilistory: Cr. Rcgistcr, March, 1975, No. 231, eff. 4-1-75; am. (4) (a) 4. and 6.,
(7) (b) 7., 13., 14. and 17., (7) (c) i. and 12., {7) (e) and (9), Rcgistcr, March, 1976,
No. 243, eff.4-1-?6; r. aad recn Register, October, 1478, No. 274, efF. 11--1 78; am.
(I1} and (14) (m), Register, tune, 1980, No. 294, eff. 7-1^0; r. and recr. Register,
May, 1983, P'o, 324, eff. 6-1--83; cc (22) to (25), Register, Oetobe , 1990, Na. 415,
eff. 11-1-40; am. (t0} and (18), cr. (26}, Registry February, 1996, No. 452, erf.
3-i-96.

NHSO.06 Lawconprogram,(1)FuRpose.Thepurpose
of this section is to establish standards forthe administration of the
land and water conservation fund act of 1965 (LAWCON) under
ss. 20.370 (4) (bx) and 23,30 (3) (lI), Stets.

(2} Aprl.ICnsll,t^, The provisions of this section are applica-
ble toall towns, counties, villages, cities, Indian tribes, school dis-
tricts, soil and water conservation districts and state agencies par-
ticipating in the LAWCON aid program.

(3) Ar,I.ocA^eloN tJF I:uivns. (a} LAWCON funds apportioned
to Wisconsin each fiscal year shall 6e allocated as follows;

1. Fifty percent to local governments;
2. Fifty percent to state agencies.
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(b) The federal cost sharing may not exceed 50% of the total
LAWCON eligible cost of the projects, unless otherwise specified
by law.

(c) Funds allocated to local governments and state agencies
but not encumbered shall remain allocated for use under this sec-
tion and shall be available far use during subsequent funding
cycles to the extent provided 6y law.

(4) GEn^]?Rn[, e[tovls[ovs. (a} Applicants are required to sub-
mitcomprehensive outdoor recreation plans which have been for-
mally approved by resolutions passed by the local governing
bodies; or applicants may qualify for eligibility if their proposed
projects are identified in approved plans of other units of govern-
ment. The university of Wisconsin system shall have support for
its applications in department approved plans of the communities
in which the schools arc located. The system and the communities
are required to coordinate their respective programs through the
comprehensive planning process. The system stall rely on com-
prehensive outdoor recreation plans which have been formally
approved by the Local governing bodies.

(b) Priorities in ranking are given to projects based on the fol-
lowing project, activity and applicant criteria:

1. Projects which meet urban needs;
2. Activities for the genera[ public over those for a limited

group;
3. Basic over elaborate facilities;
4. Participant over spectator facilities;
S. Projects not having other public or private funds available

to them;
b. Projects where a scarcity of recreational land exists;
7. Acquisition over development;
8. Projects which may enhance or preserve natural beauty;
9. Completion of projects already started where possible,

when it has been shown those projects are sound and well con-
ceived;

10. Development, wheri possible, of areas previously
acquired;

11. Renovation of existing facilities which are in danger of
being lost for public use;

12. Appiieanks which have not received outdoor recreation
funds in the past;

13. Applicants which have good performance records on
prior outdoor recreational projects;

14. Applicants which are financially able to adequately main-
tain and operate the area or facility;

15. Projects which arc located where the greatest number of
people live and work;

I6, Projects which offer safe, rapid and convenient access by
ail types of transportation modes appropriate for that type of facil-
ity

17. Projects which serve a wide segment of the public;
18. To projects in which the resource would be lost for recre-

ation use if not immediately acquired or developed;
19. Projects which, in relation to their costs, provide access

for the greatest number of potential users and provide the greatest
opportunities for public outdoor recreation;

20. Projects which meet needs and deficiencies identified in
the statewide comprehensive outdoor recreation plan, or in the
statewide plan and the comprehensive outdoor recreation plans of
other units of government.

21. Projects which provide multiple season, multiple activity
use; and

22. Projects which are designed to serve the recreation needs
of elderly persons, minorities and disabled persons.

(c) Sponsors shall be required to aeknowledgE federal (LAW-
CON) assistance by placement of signs approved by the depart-
ment and the department of interior.

(cm) Fifty percent of the grant amount may be paid to a local
unit of government at the time of project approval if requested.

tYole: phis applies only so grant contracts executed aficr March 1, I99b.

(d) Land acquisition -eligible types of projects. Eligible
types of projects for land acquisition include:

i. Areas with frontage on rivers, streams, lakes, estuaries and
reservoirs which wits provide water based public recreation
opportunities;

2. Land for creating water impoundments to provide water
based public outdoor recreation;

3. Areas which provide special recreation opportunities, such
as floodplains, wetlands and areas adjacent to scenic highways;

4. Natural areas and preserves and outstanding scenic areas
where the objective is to preserve the scenic or natural values,
including areas of physical ar biological importance and wildlife
azeas. These areas must be open to ttte general public for outdoor
recreation use to the extent that the natural attributes of the areas
will not be seriously impaired or lost;

5. Land within urban areas for day use picnic areas, neighbor-
hoodplaygrounds, play areas for small children, areas adjacent to
school playgrounds, and competitive nonprofessional sports faci-
lities;

b. Land for recreation trails; and
7. Land for go]f courses,

(e} Land development -eligible types of projects. Eligible
types of projects for land development include:

1. Observation and sightseeing facilities such as overlooks,
turnouts and trails;

2. Boating facilities, such as launching ramps and docks;
3. Picnic facilities, including tables, ftreplaces, shelters and

paths;
4. Camping Facilities, including tent and trailer sites, tables

and fireplaces;
5. Swimming, bathing and water sports facilities, including

beaches, swimming areas and swimming pools, guard towers and
bathhouses;

5. Fishing and hunting facilities, such as trails and fishing
piers;

7. Winter sports facilities, such as slopes and trails for sled-
ding and tobogganing, cross--country ski trails, facilities for skat-
ing and snowmohiling;

8. l:lrban recreation areas, such as neighborhood play-
grounds, bicycling paths, walking or riding trails and participant
sports facilities, including playing fields and tennis courts;

9. Supporting facilities, including entrance and circulation
roads, utility and sanitation systems, erosion control Fvork, park-
ing areas, toilet buildings and interpretive facilities where there is
a permanent professional naturalist staff and the facilities are on
the land being used far nature interpretation;

10. Renovation or redevelopment of Existing facilities or
azeas when the facilities or areas have received adequate and regu-
larmaintenance, yet have deteriorated to the point where Their use-
fulness is impaired, or have become outmoded. Renovation ar
xedevelapment may be undertaken to rebuild the facilities or areas
into more useful Forms;

11. Beautification of areas may be undertaken provided that
the beautification is not regular maintenance and that the site's
condition is not due to inadequate maintenance. 13eautitication
may include landscaping to provide a more attractive environ-
ment, cleaning and restoration of areas which have been
exploited, polluted, littered, etc., and screening, removal, reIoca-
tion or burial of overhead wires;
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12. Playgrounds and recreation areas on public school

grounds, provided that such recreation grounds and Facilities
being developed are in excess of those normally provided to meet
minimum education requirements. In determining the eligibility
of a project, a statement or schedule of the time the facility wilt be
available to the public is required;

13. Open shelters and multipurpose shelter buildings which
support an outdoor recreation activity.

14. Fences for the protection of park users, tennis court fences
and ballfield fencing;

15. Lighting for tennis courts, hockey rinks, games courts,
ball fields, sports fields, multipurpose courts and safety lighting;
and

16. Outdoor swintnung and wading pools.
{f) Development, acquisition or acquisition and development

projects which generally will not be assisted include;
1. Acquisition, restoration or preservation of historic struc-

tures;

2. Development of areas and facilities to be used primarily for
semiprofessional and professional arts and athletics;

3. Acquisition of areas far and development of amusement
facilities such as merry-ga-rounds, ferns wheels, children's rail-
roads, exhibit type developments, convention facilities and com-
memorative exhibits, or the construction of facilities, including
their fumishings, that era only marginally related to outdoor recre-
ation such as professiona[ type outdoor theaters;

4. Construction of, and furnishings for, employe residences;
5. Development of areas and facilities to be used solely far

game refuges or fish production purposes unless they are open to
the public for general compatible recreation use, or if they directly
serve priority public outdoor recreation needs identified in the
state plan;

6. Construction of lodges, motels, luxury cabins, or similar
elaborate facilities;

7. Development projects in new or previously undeveloped
recreation axeas which consist solely of support facilities, unless
it is clearly indicated that such facilities are required far proper
and safe recreational use of the area; and

8. Buildings primarily devoted to operation and maintenance.
{5) In addition to conditions listed in sub. (4), the general pro-

visions of s. NR 50.05 also apply.
(6) APP1,tcA^loN PROCEnEIRE. (a) Applicants for local LAW-

CON monies shall submit applications on the prescribed depart-
mentfarm tothe appropriate district office by May 1 of each year.

(b) The department shall evacuate completed applications uti-
3izing aproject rating sheet to determine which applications shall
be approved.

Note: NR SQ.06 requires 2new fornu: a preappllcation and a projectradng sheet.
Htstorye G. Register, March,1975, Ro.231, eFf.4-1-75; am. (2), cr. (^ (e), Reg-

ister, March,1976, No.243, eff.4-I 76; r, and recr. Register, Octo6er,1978, No.274,
eff, ll-1--78; r, and recr. Register, May,1983, A'o. 329, eft. 6--1^3; am. (1), (2), (3)
(a) 2., (4) (a), {d), (e) and (f?, r. and recr. (3) (b) and (e), (4) {b) and (6), Register, April,
1984, Na.34U, eff.5-1-84; am. (6) {a), Registe , Apri1,1989,1^0.900, eff. 5-I-89;
am. (6) (a), Register, October,1990, No.418, et1F.11--1-90; am, (3) (a)1, and2., (c),
(4) (b) 12.,13. and 22., (e) 13., {6) (a), r. (3) (a) 3., {4) (e) 15., (6) (b) and {d), cr. (4)
(cm), renucn. (4) (e) i5. and 17., (b) (c) to be (4) (e) 15. and 16., (b) {b) aad am. (6)
(b), Register, February, 1996, No. 482, eff. 3-1--9b.

NR 50.09 County snowmobile aids. {i) 1'uxeoss. The
purpose of this section is to establish standazds for the imple-
mentation of the snowmobile aids program under ss. 23.09 (11)
and (26}and 350,12 (4), Stets.

{2} APPI.tcAetl.trv. The provisions of this section are applica-
ble to all counties participating in the snowmobile aids program,

{3) DISTRIIIUTi01\' of FuNps. The distribution of funds aecard-
ing to priority ranked purposes is specified in s: 23.09 (26) (c),
Stets. Should funds not be sufficient to satisfy the total request for
either maintenance ar acquisition, the funds remaining to satisfy

that priority ranked purpose shall be distributed on a proportional
basis.

(4) CrENERAt, PROVISIONS. (a) Plan^rirtg requirements, 1,
Counties not previously participating in the snowmobile aids pro-
gram and desiring to sponsor public snowmobile trails are
required to have a comprehensive snowmobile plan approved by
the county board of supervisors and the department.

2. Counties that have previously met the comprehensive
snowmobile plan requirement are required to maintain a current
trail system map [hat describes trail locations, trail classifications
and existing trail mileage by classification.

(b) Acquisition of snorvmabrle trail rights-of-wa}: 1. The
value of an easement, lease, permit or other agreement for a period
of less than 3 years is an eligible cost of maintenance under s.
350.12 {4) (be), Stets.

2. The value of an easement, Eease, permit or other agreement
for a period of 3 years ar greater is an eligible cost of deve[opment
under s. 350.12 (4) (bc), Slats.

3. The value of either a short terns or long term easement,
lease, permit ar other agreement may be based an the rental rate
of land. The value may be one percent per month of equalized or
assessed valuation. An annual fee of i0 cents per rod may be paid
if the assessed valuation procedure is not used.

4. The minimum term of the short or long term casement,
lease, permit or other agreement shall be 4 months between
December 1 and the following March 31.

5. The width of the snowmobile right-of way eligible for
cost sharing Wray not exceed one rod in width unless approved by
the department.

6. The short ar long term easement, lease, permit or other
agreement shall contain at a minimum the right to sign, right of
limited construction, right to maintain, and the right of use by
snowmobiles and snow grooming equipment.

7. The county shall submit a certification that all easements,
leases, permits or other agreements secured grant public access
and use of the land for snawmobiling. Tha county shall maintain
a current file of all easements, leases, permits or other agreements
which shall include the name of the property owner, description
of the property, duration and amount paid for the easement, Iease,
permit or other agreement, date owner was contacted and name of
the county or snowmobile club representative who obtained the
easement, lease, permit or other agreement,

S. Eligible casts for foe simple acquisition of property under
s. 350.12 (4) (bc), Slats., are the fair market value of the property
and reasonable costs related to the purchase of the property, but
limited to the cost of appraisals, land survey fees, relocation pay-
ments, title evidence casts, title insurance costs and retarding
fees.

(c) Development of srtotvmobile trail. 1. Development shall
begin the same year land is acquired.

2. Snowmobile trail design and tmnstruction specifications.
a. Minimum graded width for one-way trails is 6 feet and maxi-
mum $feet.

b. Minimum graded width for 2--way trails is 10 feet and max-
imum 12 feet.

c. Minimum turning radius is 25 feat.
d. A height of IO feet above the trail will be cleared.
e. Sustained grades and slopes will be a maximum of 25%.
f. Snowmobile trails may not berouted over bodies of water.

If stream crossings make bridging necessary, bridging shall be at
least $feat wide free from obstruction. If the bridge is located on
an abandoned railroad grade, the bridge shall be a minimum of i0
feet wide free from obstruction. The department shall determine
the need for bridging ar if ice crossings may be used.

g. 'Nails shall be routed away from areas designated in depart-
ment wilderness policy, game preserves, winter browse areas,
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experimental stations, nurseries, plantations, residences and other
areas of anticipated conflict, particularly areas which may be
damaged by trail development or snowmobile use.

3. Snowmobile highway and trail sign specifications. a.
Snawinobile highway signs shall conform with sign reflectoriza-
tion, colors and legend listed in the Wisconsin manual of traffic
control devices.

b. Signs for use on snowmobile trails to regulate snowmobile
traffic or warn snowmobite drivers shall be totally refleetot7zed.
Guide signs which assist the snowmobile driver to reach a destina-
tionshall have the letters and legend reClectorized. Informational
signs do trot need to be reflectarized. Trail signs shall also conform
with the fallowing specifications and illustrations:

TRAlL BLAZER
Purpose: To delineate the trail and to reassure the user that he or
she is on the trail
Size: 6" X 6"
Color: Reflective orange

STOP SIGN
Purpose: Halt users on a snowmobile trail at a road crossing,
railroad crossing or trail intersection.
Minimum size: 12" X 12"
Color; Reflective red background and reflective white letters
and border.
Legend: 12" X 12" sized" upper case letter.

YIELD SIGN
Purpose: To notify the snowmobile driver that right of way
should be given to ather vehicles, snowmobiles or other trail
users at trail intersections and limited vehicle crossings.
Minimum size: 12" X 12" X 12"

Color; Reflective red background and ]etters.Reflective white
harder and center.

STOP

AHEAD

CAUTION SIGNS

Purpose: Ta warn the snowmobile driver of a specific traiE haz-
ard or advise the driver to proceed with caution at a reduced
speed.
Minimum size: 12" X 12"

Cvlar: Reflective yellow background and black fetters or leg'
end.

DIl2ECTIONAL ARROW

Purpose: Indicates a change in trail direction.

Size: 9" X 9"
Color: Reflective orange background with black arrow and
border.
Legend: 5" directional arrow.

LEFT RIGHT

HAZARD MARKERS
Purpose: Used in pairs, hazard mazkers indicate the trail open-
ing through which a snowmobile driver may pass over a bridge
or a culvert. The stripes of each sign face inward and show the
bridge opening. Used singly, a hazard marker indicator a trail
obstruction. The stripes of the sign paint down toward the path
araund rho obstruction.

Minimum size: 6" X 12"
Color: Altornate reflectorized black and white 45° diagonal
stripes.
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REGULATORY SIGN
Purpose: To inform snowmobile driver of regulations.
Minimum size: 12" X 18"
Color: Reflective white background and black letters attd bor-
der

DO NOT ENTER SIGN
Purpose: To indicate one—way trail or restricted area.
Minimum size: 12" X 12" with 2" letters.
Color: Reflective red background with white letters, border and
legend.

PERMISSIVE
Purpose: To indicate snowmobile trails and other areas where
snowmobiling is permitted.
Minimum size; l2" X 12"
Background color: Reflective white.
Legend: Reflective green circle with reflective black snowmo-
bile symbol,

RESTRICTIVE
Purpose; To indicate areas where snowmobiling is not per-
mitted.
Minimum size: I2" X 12"
Background solar: Reflective white.
Legend: Reflective red circle and slash. Reflective black snow-
mobile symbol.

GUIDE SIGN
Purpose: Directs snowmobile driver to a destination.
Color: Brown background with reflective white letters and leg-
end.

Legend: 2" upper case letters.

I.EFi'	 RIGHT
BARRIER MARKERS

Purpose: Barrier markers are used in pairs to indicate a barrier
or gate that restricts entry to a trail or road for snowmobiling,
The stripes of each sign face inward toward the canter of the
trail or road.
Minimum Size: 6" X 36"
Color: Alternate reflectorized red and white 45° diagonal
stripes.

HIGHWAY GUIDE SIGN
Purpose: Inform auto driver of location of snowmobile trail or
route.
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Color: Reflective brawn background with reflective white let-
ters and legend.

INFORMAT10NA1. SIGN
Purpose: 1~urnish information about trails or facilities.
Color: Brown background with white letters.
Legend: 2" upper case letters,

CORRIDER TRAII. MARKER
Purpose: To indicate that the trail is part of the designated corri-
dor trail system.
Minimum size: 6" X 6"
Color: Reflective blue background with reflective white border,
cross bar and letters.

c. Federal forest service sign specifications may be used on
federal forest service lands.

(d) Maintenance of snowmobile trail. 1, Counties shall be
required Ta groom and maintain snowmobile trails developed on
lands receiving aids for acquisition andlor development.

2. Trails shall be groomed to a minimum width of 4 feet for
one—way and 8 feet for 2--way trails. Maximum width fora 2—way
trail to be groomed shall be i2 feet unless file amount of snowmo-
bile traffic and safety warrant grooming to a greater width as
approved by the department.

3. The casts of performing the activities of snowmobile trail
maintenance under s. NR 50.03 {19) are eligible for assistance.

(e) Major bridge . rehabilltatian. 1, Far bridge rehabilitation
projects that involve total deck replacement, the deck shall be
reconstructed to a width of at least 8 feet, free from abstraction,

2. When a bridge rehabilitation project is located on an aban-
doned railroad grade and involves total deck construction or
replacement, the width of the bridge, free from obstruction, shall
bo at least 10 feet.

3. Bridges or culverts that have been developed or improved
through the use of bridge rehabilitation funds are not be eligible
for additional rehabilitation funds for a period of 10 years after
rehabilitation, except where a natural event or other circum-
stances beyond the control of the county adversely affect bridge
or culvert safety during this period and an affirmative recommen-
dation of the snowmobile recreation council is obtained.

(f) Sarpptementary snowmobile troll maintenance payments.
1. Coumies are eligible far supplementary snowmobile trail
maintenance payments under s, 350.12 (4} (bg), Slats., if ail of the
following conditions are met:

a. The county applies for a supplementary snowmobile trail
maintenance payment for the snowmobile trail maintenance
expenses of the previous fiscal year by October 1 of the current
fiscal year.

b. Thereimbursementelaim for the previous fiscal year main-
tenance expenses is submitted to the appropriate DNR district
office prior to October 1 of the current fiscal year.

c. The county has expended the entire amount of X200 per
mile on eligible snowmobile trail maintenance Cost items in the
previous fiscal year.

d. The county has spent at least $130 per mile for eligible
snow grooming expenses during the previous fiscal year,

2. All counties qualifying under subd.l shall be subject to a
cap of $15fl per mile for all eligible non—snow grooming activities
listed in s. NR 50.03 (19) in the calculation of a supplemental
snowmobile trail maintenance payment.

3, Counties requesting supplemental snowmobile trail main-
tenance payments shall submit full financial documentation pre-
scribed by the department to the appropriate DNR district office
for audit purposes. Counties may request an advance payment of
50% of the audited supplemental request prior to October I of the
current fiscal year.

4. Should the amount of funds approved for suppiententary
snowmobile trail maintenance payments under s. 350.12 (4} (bg),
Stets., not be sufficient to satisfy the total audited requests
received under subd.l., the funds shall be distributed on a propor-
tional basis.

{g) Snowrnoblle trail rehabilitation. 1. Snowmobile trail seg-
ments eligible far rehabilitation assistance shall be a minimum of
3 miles in length and shall have been a part of the funded trail sys-
tem of the county for a minimum of 10 years from the date of
application for trail rehabilitation except where a natural event or
other circumstances beyond the control of the county adversely
affected'trail safety prior to this 10 year period.

2. Snowmobile trail segments that have been improved
through the use of rehabilitation funds are not eligible for addi-
tional rehabilitation funds for a period of 10 years except where
a natural event adversely affects trail safety during this period.

3. A county is not eligible for rehabilitation funds for snow-
mobiletrail segments that total more than 10%of the fatal mileage
of the county funded far maintenance.

(5J ALwwa;tl.s cosTS, sttt.tiso arm nuntTS. (a) Reimburse-
ment of casts of county acquisition of rights—of way or fee title
may be up to 100 %a of eligible acquisition expenses.

(b) 1, Reimbursement of costs of county development of
snowmobile trails shall be up to 100% of approved eligible project
casts, Counties may request an advance payment of up to 75 %a of
the signed contract amount for development.

2. Development work cannot be started or project casts
incurred until an agreement has been approved by the department
and the sponsor.

{bn} 1. Eligible costs for snowmobile bridge rehabilitation
projects include the following: replacement of entire structure
including approaches and abutments, repair to the superstntcture
of the bridge, replacement of the entire deck and railings and
repair or replacement of protective riprap around abutments or
footings.

2, Costs which are not eligible for rehabilitation cost sharing
include: replacement of bridge railings only, patching of decking,
grading or minor repair to approaches, bridge repairs to bring
bridge structure within any existing codes, reinforcement of
bridge structures to accommodate weights in excess of 12,000
pounds aad deck replacement for the sole purpose of accommo-
dating larger grooming equipment.

3, Cost sharing for file purchase and installation of prefabri-
cated bridges shall be limited to struchtres with a maximum
design load of 12,000 pounds.

4. Cost sharing for the purchase of materials and construction
of bridges built on site by either contractors ar clubs shall be lim-
ited to amaximum design load of 12,000 pounds unless there are
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circumstances which Iced to a capacity greater than 12,000
pounds far no demonstrated increase in cost.

5. Reimbursement of casts of bridge rehabilitation projects
shat] be up to 100% of approved eligible project casts. Counties
Wray request an advance payment of up to 75% of the signed can-
tract amount for bridge rehabilitation,

(bp) 1. Eligible costs for snowmobile trail rehabilitation proj-
ects include: clearing of trees from stone damage to re—establish
the trail corridor, filling and grading to re—establish the trail tread
damaged as a result of erasion and widening and straightening
trail segments to improve visibility.

2. The fallowing are not considered eligible casts of trail
rehabilitation: brushing,signing and similar activities conducted
as part of routine maintenance, casts associated with bringing a
trail up to standards listed in sub. (4) (c}, construction of a new
bridge or culvert with an inside diameter of greater than 24i, or
rehabilitation ar replaeentent of a bridge or culvert with an inside
diameter of greater than 24".

3. Snowmobile trail rehabilitation projects shall be up to
100% of approved eligible project costs. Counties may request an
advance payment of up to 75% of the signed contract amount for
frail rehabilitation.

4. Ttte total cost of the snatvmobile trail rehabilitation project
may not exceed X500 per mile unless approved by the snowmobile
recreation council.

(c) Reimbursement of costs of county maintenance of snow-
mobiletrails shall be up to 100% of approved eligible project casts
of maintaining the trail up to X200 per mile per year maximum.
Counties may request advance payments of up to 50% of the
signed contract amount for maintenance. To be eligible for main-
tenance advance payments a county must have settled all mainte-
nance claims from previous years.

(d) County liability insurance payments for approved trails
shall be reimbursed at 100% of eligible casts. liability insurance
is an eligible cost under the category of maintenance.

(e) Aids for development of trail shelters or sanitary facilities
shall not exceed X5,000, Aids for a combination building includ-
ingshelter and sanitary facilities shall not exceed $10,000.

{f) Claims shall be on a reimbursement basis except far snow-
mobile trail development, bridge rehabilitation, trail rehabilita-
tion and maintenance project advances.

(g) The project period will not exceed one year. Ail mainte-
nance agreements will terminate on Juno 30 of each year.

{h) Trail grooming rates, including operator, power unit and
drag, shall be established by the department.

(i) Equipment rates for other maintenance activities and trail
development performed by force account, snowmobile clubs ar
snowmobile club associations may not exceed the county machin-
ery agreement rate established annually by the department of
transportation.

(j} Labor rates for other maintenance activities and trail devel-
opment performed by snowmobile clubs or snowmobile club
associations shall be established by the department.

(k) labor rates for other ntaintenanceactivitiesandtraildevel-
opment by counryemployes arothers included in a labor contraci
shall be as established by the contract.

(L) Claims for payment of maintenance, acquisition, develop-
menland bridge rehabilitation projects shall be submitted within
6 months after the project termination date for the costs to be eligi-
ble for reimbursement.

(m} Reductions in grant payments far failure to comply with
the requirements of maintenance, develapntent or bridge rehabi-
litatianproject agreements may be made an a case—by—case llasis.
A partial or total reduction in funds shall be preceded by specific
written notification of conditions which ware not met and shall
include a timetable for improvement in performance. Continued
failure to comply with the grant agreement within the prescribed

timetable may result in a reduction of grant funds. Tire reduction
shall be calculated based on a percentage of poor performance in
relation to the total trai] system specified in the grant agreement.

{n) For cauntics which dv not request supplements[ grooming
payments under sub. (4) (i), financial audit of claims shall take
place as part of each county's year—end single audit. Counties not
requesting supplemental grooming payments are noE required to
submit financial documentation with their payment requesE, After
the single audit is completed, the department tnay perform addi-
tional financial audits of these claims to supplement work done in
a single audit.

(6) ADDI9TONAL coNn[T1oNS. In addition to conditions ]fisted
in sub. (5), the general provisions of s. NR 50.05 also apply.

(7) PRL3CEDt)RE FOR APPLYING FOR GRANT. CanlaCt appCOpriate
department district office for prescribed application forms and
instructions. Submit catnpleted application to the district office by
April 15.

(8) UsaruL I.lre. A table of maximum useful Life for project
elements is established forthe purpose of record management and
record disposition. The listing of the maximum useful life figures
for snowmobile maintenance, acquisition, development and
bridge rehabilitation projects is as follows:

Maximum
Useful

Activity	 Deserlptlon	 Life in
Years

Maintenance	 Includos brushing, sign-
ing, grooming, minor
structural repairs

Acquisition	 Annual easements and
leases.
Fee simple	 Perpetuity

Insurance	 Purchase of county
liability coverage

Development	 General trail construe-	 0
Lion, signing, brush-
ing,grading
Bridge structures	 10
Culverts	 3
Gates	 3
Multi purpose buildings	 20
Trail shelter	 5

History: Cr, Register, March, 1975, No. 23I, elf. 4--1--75; am. (1) (d), (2) (a) 2.
b. and c, (2) (b), (c) and (d), and (3), Register, March, 1976, No. 243, eff. 4-I 76; r.
and recr. Register, Junc, 1980, Iva. 294, eff. 7-1-80; renum. {I} (a}, {b), {c}, (2) and
(3}to be (4) (b), (c}, {d), {5) and (7), renum. (5) (h) and (i) to be (5} (g,) and (h), am.
(4} (b) S., (4) (c) 3.b., (5) (b) and (c), r, and rccr, (5) {fy and (h), cr. {I), (2), (3), (4)

(am. (3) ((4) (c) 2. f^3. b.a(Sj)(c) ^( )̂dR(fl cre(4j (e} sand (^, (5) ([..) to (n} and (8),
Register, Ivovembey 1989, No.407, err. 12-I-89; r, andrecr, (4) (b) and (5) (b) 1.,
am. {4) (d} 2., (f) 1. intro„ a., c. and d., (S^ (a), {c) and {Q, cr. (4) (d} 3., (e) 3., (f) 2.,
(g), (5} (bn) and (bp), renum. {4) (fj 2. and 3. to be (4) (t7 3, and 4. and am., Register,
Febmary, 1996, Ivo. 482, eff. 3-1--96,

NR 5fl.ifl Aids to cities, villages or towns for route
signs. (1) PuRPOSI3. The purpose of this section is to establish
standards for the posting of route signs and directional arrows and
for the implementation of an aids program for cities, villages or
towns for the initial purchase of snowmobile route signs and for
purchase of signs briefly explaining the intoxicated snowttiobile
law along snowmobile routes under ss. 23.09 {26) and 350.12 (4},
Slats.

(2) APPLICABn.1TY. The provisions of this section are applica-
ble to all cities, villages or towns. Aids are available to cities, vil-
lages or towns far up to 100% for approved eligible project casts
of initial signing of snowmobile routes which connect authorized
trails or which offer entrance to or exit from trails leading to such
municipalities. Aids are also available to cities, villages ar lawns

Register, April, 1998, No.508



407	 DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 	 NR 50.11

for up to 100% of the cost to purchase signs explaining the intoxi-
cated snowmobile law along snowmobile routes.

(3) G1'sNCRAL PROVISIONS: (a) Snowmobile mane srgn stan-
dards, 1. Snowmobile route signs. Signs for use on highways and
side^vaiks designated for use by snowmobile operators by the
governmental agency having jurisdiction or authorized by s,
350,04, Stets., are as follows:

a. The snowmobile route (D11—b} sign shall have a reflecto-
rized white symbol, margin and message on a reflectorized green
background. The standard and minimum size of this sign is 24"
X 1$". The design of the stylized snowmobile symbol and the
ward message "SNOWMOBILE ROUTE" shall essentially con-
form to the standard design an file in t11e division of highways,
department of transportation.

am. The combination snowmobile and all—terrain vehicle
route sign (Drawing DI1-13) may be used when The highway or
sidewalk is designated far use by both snatvmobile and all terrain
vehicles, The sign shall have a reflectorized white symbo[,margin
and message on a reflectorized green background. The standard
and minimum size for this sign is 24"x 1$". The design of the styl-
ized snowmobile and all—terrain vehicle symbol and the word
message "ROUTE" shall essentially conform to the standard
design on file in the division of highways, department of trans-
portation.

b. A directional arrow marker (Drawing M7 series} shall have
a reflectorized white arrow and margin on a refleetorized green
background. The standazd and minimum size of a directional
arrow marker is 12" X 9".

Note: Copies of sign des'sgns may be obtained from the Wisconsin Department
of 7tansportation, Office of'IYaffic Engineering, 4802 Sheboygan Avenue, ]yladison,
Wi s37os.

c. A snowmobile route sign with . appropriate directional
arrow shall be placed.at the beginning of a snowmobile route and
at such locations and intervals as necessary to enable snowmobile
operators to follow the route.

d. All snowmobile route signing shall be done by or under the
direction of and is the responsibility of the unit of government
which designates the snowmobile routes. The department of
transportation reserves the right to require such changes in the
signing of snowmobile routes marked aver the state trunk high-
way system as it deems necessary in the interest of efficient and
safe operation of the highway.

2. Reflectorization. The reflective material for all reflecto-
rizedsigns shaiImeetthe specifications of paragraph 63'7.2.2.1 an
reflective sheeting in the state of Wisconsin division of highways
standard specifications for road and bridge construction, edition
of 19$1.

GREEN—REFLECTORIZED 13ACKGROUND WITI-I WHITE
REPLECTORIZED.LETTERS AND SYMBOLS

SNOWMOBILE ROUTE SIGN
(b) Lrtoxicated snowmobile late sign standards. Signs

explaining the intoxicated snowmobile law, to be used an high-
ways or sidewalks designated as snowmobile routes by the gov-
ernmentalagency having jurisdiction, shall meet alI of the follow-
ing standards:

1. The intoxicated snowmobile law sign snail have reflecto-
rized blacklettersand border on a reflectorized white background,

2, The standard size of this sign shall be 24" X24".

WISCONSIN. LAW
PROHIBTfiS

INTOXICATED
OPERATION

OF
SNOWMOBILES

(4) ALLOWABLE COSTS AND BILLING. {a} Snowmobile route
signs and route arrows, trail crossing warning signs, intoxicated
snowmobile law signs, aad sign posts aze eligible for aid.

(b) Signs and posts may not be purchased until funds are
approved for the project by the department. .

{c} Labor costs to install signs are not eligible for reimburse-
ment.

(d) Sponsors may submit a claim for payment upon placement
of signs.

(5) APPLICATEON PROCEnuRn. Application forms and instruc-
lions are available from any department district office. Completed
applications shall be submitted to the appropriate district office by
April 15.

I4tstory: Cr. Reg '̂ster, March, 1975, No. 231, eff. 4-1-75; am. {3), Register,
March, 1976, ATo. 243, eff. 4-1 76; r, and recr., Register, June, 1980, No. 299, eff.
7-1-80; r. and retr. (1), renum. (2}, (3}and {4) to be (3}, (4) and (5}, cr. (2), am. (3)
(a)2., r. (5} (b), Register, h4ay,1983,Na.329,eff. t'rI-83; am. (1) and (2}, cc {3) (b),
r. and recr. (4) and (^, Register,November,1984, ro.407,eff. 12-1-89; am. { 1), (2}
and (3) {a) 1. b., cr. (3) (a) 1, am„ Register, February, I996, No. 482, cff. 3-1-96.

NR 50.ii Aids to snowmobile clubs. (1) PURPOSB.
The purpose of this section is to establish standards for the imple-
mentation ofthe cooperative sign program under to ss. 23,09 (26)
and 350.12 (4), 5tats.
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(2} APPLICHBILITY. The provisions of this section are applica-
ble to aEl snowmobile clubs participating in the cooperative sign
program. Free cardboard signs and refleetorized tnaterial are
available to snowtnobi[e clubs.

($) GE\ERAL PROV[S[Oi^'S. (a) Trails signed must meet stan-
dards ender s. NR 50.09 (4) (d) 2,

(b) Trails tnust be open to the public.
(c} Signs will be limited to directional arrows, trail blazers,

stop and caution signs.
(4) PROCEDURES FOR APPl_1cAT'IOly, Submit department

application to the proper district office by October I. Application
shall include:

(a) Certification that the trail meets standazds set out in depazt-
ment guidelines and that landowners on whose property the trail
traverses have given their permission for trail use.

(b) A map of the trail.
History: Cr, Register, ,17arch, 1975, ^o. 231, eff.4-1-75; am. Register, March,

1976, I\'o. 243, eff.9-[-76; r. and recr., Register, 3unc, 1980, Ro. 294, cFF. 7-t-8a;
r. and recr. (t), renum. (2) and (3) to be {3) and (4), cr. (2), am. (3) (a), Register, May,
1483, 1^o. 329, et1'. 6-13: correction ] n (4) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 1.,
Stets., RegLster, Aprli, 1998, No, 508.

NR 50 .12 Law enforcement aids to counties (ch.
350, Stets.). (1) Counties may receive up to 100% reitnburse-
ment of monies spent on the enforcement of ch. 350, Stets.

(2) Claim forms shall be filed with the bureau of law enforce-
ment, department of natural resources, on or before June 1 of the
year following the 12-month period for which the claim is made.
Claims shall be made for the May 1 to Apri130 period immedi-
ately preceding the filing date.

(3) The following forms will be used in the snowmobile
enforcement aid program:

(a) Form 8700--59 —Notice of intent to patrol, In order to be
eligible for rite state aids, a snowmobile patrol must function as an
enforcement unit and file an intent to patrol farm with the depazt-
ment of natural resources listing the authority under which the
snowmobile patrol will operate. On ar before 3uly 1 of each year
a county must file an intent to patrol form with the department,
sent to the attention of the Office of the Coordinator of Snowmo-
bileSafety, P.O. Box 7921, Madison, Wisconsin,

(b} Fortn 870Q-89 —Daily log. This form is to be used in com-
piling a summazy of the snowmobile patroI's daily activities and
expenses. It is not to be filed with the department, but is to be used
for assembling information necessary to complete form 8700-90.
This form must be kept on file by the snowmobile patrol to aug
ment its retards and must be available in chronological order for
periodic checks by representatives of the department during nar-
mal business hours and at the time of the annual audit,

(c} Fortn 8700-90 —Monthly report. This form is to he cont-
pletedand filed with the department no later than the tenth day fol-
lo^ving the month covered. The information shown on this form
will 6e a computation of the information taken from the daily logs
(form 8700-89).

(d) On or about April 1 of each year, 3 sets of the fallowing
forms will be sent by the department to each county which has an
intent to patrol form on Erie. The appfopriate official fills out all
of the forms, retains one set for the county's records, and files 2
sets with the bureau of law enfo€cement on or before Tune 1, cov-
ering Ute patrol expense for the preceding 12--month period of
May 1 to April 30. Claims which are received by the department
after this date will not be processed for payment,

1. Form 8700-b0 —Application for state aid. This farm is to
be completed by }he appropriate county official, who shall list the
total net cost of the snowmobile patrol claimed by the county.

' 2. Form $700-51— Salary schedulo. This form is to ba com-
pleted by the appropriate county official who shall list the names
and salaries of persons engaged in the enforcement of ch, 350,
Scats. Salary rate is restricted to no more than regular straight time

rate which the officer normally receives. Eligible fringe benefit
rates are actual costs up to a maximum of 29% of the reimbursable
straight time salary rate.

3. Fonn 8700-b2 —Travel, materials and supplies schedule.
This form is to be completed by the appropriate county official,
who shall list al] reimbursable expenditures other than salaries and
depreciable items.

4. Fonn $700-63 —Depreciation schedule -straight line
method, This fortri is to be completed by the appropriate County
olPtciat, who shall list all capital outlay equipment and the result-
ing depreciation. Depreciation shall be calculated at the rate of
20% annually on all equipment over S1,D00.00.

5. Fortn 8700-64 —Record of Court cases for violations of
ch. 350, Stets. This form is to be completed by the appropriate
county ofEcial, who shall list all violations and court actions for
the calendar year.

. (e) Each claim shall be audited by the department as soon as
possibleaftertlteClaimbas been received. Paymentof claims shJ3.11
be made no later than October 1. Iteimbursentent of the actual cost
and maintenance of snowmobile enforcement patrols is autho-
rized. Travel expenses and salaries for training purposes are
authorized only for attendance at snowmobile enforcement train-
ing sessions conducted by the department. The person in charge
of the patrol, or designee, is required to attend all designated
department snowmobile enforcement patrol training sessions as
a condition of receiving aids under this section and s. 350.12 (4)
(a} 4., Scats.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1477, ATo. 255, eff. 4--1--77; am. (2), (3) (a), (d}
(intro.), 4. and (e), Register, May, 1983, No. 329, eff, 6-1-83; am. (3) (d) 2, and 4.,
Register, Pebmary, 1996, 1\ro. 482, eff. ?-1-96.

I^R 50 . 13 Law enforcement aids to munlclpalitles.
(1) Municipalities may receive law enforcement aids for up to
75% of the net costs (determined by deducting all fines and forfei-
tures unposed upon persons convicted of violations of ordinances
enacted pursuant to s. 30.77, Stets.) which are directly attributable
to the operation and maintenance of the water safety patrol unit.
State aid is available only for those activities associated with the
local enforcement of ss. 30.50 to 30.80, Stets., and any administra-
tive rules and ordinances enacted pursuant thereto. Na municipal-
ity shall receive state aid in excess of 20%v of the funds available.

(1 m} No local unit of government may receive skate aids
under s. 30,79, Stets., far costs contrary to the following guide-
lines:

(a) On-water patrol hours for each water safety patrol are
fundable based on a formula of the number of on-water patrol
hours per arrest. The maximum number of on-water patrol hours
per arrest shall be not more than 50%above the state average of
on--water patrol hours per arrest for the past 3 yeazs computed
from the statewide municipal patrol records. This ratio may not be
less titan 15 on-water patrol hours per arrest. Patrols with a ratio
of on-water patrol hours per arrest in excess of the maximum ratio
may be funded only for those hours that result in a ratio equal to
the maximum ratio allowed. Patrols era also subject to the fallow-
ingguidelines:

l . Far the purpose of establishing the average patrol hour per
arrest far each claim, the inland patrols shall be based on the aver-
age of all inland water patrols and the outlying wafer patrols shall
be based on the average of all of the outlying patrols participating
in the program of aids to municipal water safety patrol units.

2, For the purpose ofestablishing an-the-water patrol aver-
age, on--the-water patrol hours are one person times one hour of
on--the-water on patrol.

(b} The maximum number of fundable crew lnembcrs on a
water safety patrol shall be limited to;

1. Two certified law enforcement officers per boat on inland
waters, having authority to make arrests; and
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2. Three cerkified law enforcement officers per boat on outly-
ing waters, having authority to make arrests,

(c) Na focal unit of government is eligible for reimbursement
unless it contains within its jurisdiction at least one of the fallow-
ing:

1. A lake of at least 100 acres in size, determined by the cur-
rent department lake survey.

2. At feast one mile of river within t}te jurisdiction of the local
unit of government.

(d) A local unit of government operating within the guidelines
of this section may be reimbursed for actual expenses for search
and rescue on all waters within its jurisdiction.

{e) No local unit of government may receive aid under any por-
tion of ttte program of aids to municipal water safety patrol units
unless its water safety patrol has performed at least 4D hours of
fundable on-the-water patrol tithe during the calendar year.

(f} A heal unit of government may be reimbursed for ttte actual
teaching hours of a law enforcement officer who conducts an
authorized department boating safety education course.

{g) Water safety patrol expenses on lakes Tess Ehan 100 acres
and sections of rivers less than one mile in length Wray only be
reimbursed if the patrol qualifies under par. {c) and fire expenses
are justified in the interest of public health and safety. Such justifi-
cation shall be documented on each daily log Form 8700--59 and
included on the monthly report Form 8700-90.

(2) For the purpose of administering the aids to local units of
government provided in s. 30.79, Stets., search and rescue is
defined as the activity of looking for a person or persons who arc,
or who are reasonably believed to be ative, in distress and are in
a life threatening situation,

{a) Search and rescue aids may be provided to authorized
municipal water safety patrol units operating under the following
circumstances:

1. Enforcing the provisions of ss. 30.50 to 30.80, Stets.;
2. Requesting outside assistance when circumstances exist

which justify employing such assistance, on acase-by^ase basis,
The basis for requesting outside assistance must be justifiable
from a cost and effectiveness standpoint.

3. Tolving where the disabled boat and occupants are in dis-
tress and in a life threatening situation.

(3) Claim forms shall be filed with the appropriate district
office of the department of natural resources, as specified in s.
30.79, 5tats. Claims are to be made for the calendar year immedi-
ately preceding the filing date.

(4) The following forms shall be used by each water safety
patrol unit to qualify it for state aid:

(a) Farm 8700-59 —Notice of intent to patrol. In order to be
eligible for state aids, a water safety patrol must function as a law
enforcement unit and file an intent to patrol form with the depart-
ment, listing the authority under which the'rvater safety patrol will
operate. On or before March I of each year the municipality shall
file an intent to patrol form with the department, sent to the atten-
tion of the coordinator of boating safety, Madison, Wisconsin,

(b) Fonn 8700-89 —Daily log. This form is to be used in com-
piling asummary of the water safety patrol's daily activities and
expenses. It is not to be filed with the department, but is to be used
for assembling information necessary to complete farm 8700-90.
The form must be kept on fife by the water s afety patrol to augment
its records and must be available in chronological order for peri-
odic checks by representatives of the department during normal
business hours and at the time of the annual audit.

(c} Farm 8700-90 —Monthly report. This farm is to be com-
pletedand filed with the appropriate district office no later than the
.tenth day following the month covered. The information shown
on this form will be a computation of the information taken from
the daily logs (form 8700-89).

(d) On or about September 1 of each year, 3 sets of the follow-
ing forms will be sent by the department to each municipality
which has an active intent to patrol farm on file. The appropriate
official fills out all of the forms, retains one set for the municipati-
ty's records, and files 2 sets with the appropriate district office as
specified in s. 30.79, Stets., covering the patrol expense for the
preceding calendar year. Claims which are received by the depart-
mentafter fhisdate cannot and will not be processed far payment.

1. Farm 8700--60 ---Application for state aid. This form is to
he completed by rite appropriate municipal official, who shalt list
the total net Cost of the water safety patrol claimed by the munici-
pality.

2. Form $700--61--Salary schedule. This form is to be com-
pleted by the appropriate municipal official, who shall list the
names attd salaries of persons engaged in the local enforcement
of ss. 30.50 to 30.80, Stets., and any administrative rules and ordi-
nances enacted pursuant thereto. Salary rate is restricted to no
more than the regular straight time rate which the officer normally
receives. Allowable fringe rates are actual costs up to a maximum
of 29% of the reimbursable straight time salary rate.

3. Form 8700-b2—Travel, materials and supplies schedule.
This form is to be completed by the appropriate municipal oflicial,
who shat[ list all >-eintbursable expenditures other Ehan salaries and
depreciable items.

4. Form 8700-63 ---- Depreciation schedule -straight line
method, This farm is to be completed by the appropriate local unit
of government official, who shall list all capital outlay equipment
and the resulting depreciation. Depreciation shall be calculated at
the rate of 20°1a annually on alt new capital equipment {^ I000 or
over). Repairs $1,000 and under to authorized capital equipment
they be reimbursed during the year the repairs were paid for. All
repairs over ^i 3O00 ko capital equipment shall be reimbursed on
a 209'o per year straight line depreciation schedule.

5. Form 8700-64 —Record of court cases for violations of
ss. 3050 to 30.80, Stets., and any administrative rules and ordi-
nancesenacted pursuant thereto. This form is to be completed by
the appropriate municipal official, who shall list all violations and
court actions for the calendar year.

(5) 'Navel expenses and salaries for training purposes are
authorized only for attendance at boating safety enforcement
training sessions conducted by . the department. The person in
charge of the patrol, or his/her designee, is required to attend all
designated department boating safety enforcement patrol training
sessions as a condition of receiving aids under this rule and s.
30.79, Stets.

(6) Except for time spent on boating education courses, no
local unit of government may receive more than 409'0 of the total
amount of its claim for administrative costs.

History: Cr. Register, October, 1977, No. 262, eff. Il-I-77; renum. {2) to (4) to
be (3) to (5), er, {2), Registe ,May, 1979, No. 2$1, efF. 6-i-79; emerg. cr. (3m), (2}
(a) 3. and (6}, am. (2) {intro.}and (4) (a) 4., elf. 3 -15-9t}; cr. {lm}, {2) {a} 3. and (6),
am. {2) {intro.) and (4) (d) 4., Register, October, 1990,1\'0, 418, eff. 11--I-90; am.
(lm} (a) (intro.), (4) {d) 2, and 4., Register, May, 1995, No. 473, eff. 6-1-95.

NR 5D.14 County fish and wildlife aid. (1) PURPOSE.
The purpose of this section is to establish standards for the imple-
mentation of a grant-in-aid program for county fish and wildlife
projects under s. 23.09 {12), Stets.

(2) APPLlcnllll.l^l^r. Provisions of this section are applicable to
counties and tribal governing bodies participating in the county
fish and wildlife program.

(3) At,t.ocA'rtoly oiF rvi3DS. (a) County fish and wildlife aids
will be allocated for use as soon after July l of each year as they
become available.

{b) Funds will be allocated to each county and Indian tribe until
October 1. Unused county and tribal funds revert to 6 district
funds on October 1. These district funds arc available to counties
and tribes within district boundaries. Unused district funds revert
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to a statewide fund an May 1 of each year. These statewide funds
are available to counties and tribes anywhere in the state.

{c) State aid allocated to any county or tribe for the enhance-
ment offish and wildlife habitat shall be based an the ratio of the
area of the county (less reservation lands) or reservation to fhe
total area of the state (excluding outlying waters and interstate
boundazy waters of the Mississippi river and Lake Pepin),

(4) ALLOWABLE COSTS, BILLING AND AUDITS. (a) The state
share may not exceed one—half of the actual project cost.

(b} Except for specialized equipment useful solely for fish or
wildlife management purposes, aids under this program may not
be used to purchase equipment.

(5) OTttGR coNatTroNS, In addition to conditions listed in sub.
(4), the general provisions of s. NR 50.05 also apply.

History: Cr. Register, Junt, 198fl, No. 294, eff. 7--t^fl; emerg. cr. (i) (b), eff.
lO-IS-8o; r. and recr. Register, May, 1983, A`o. 329, eff. 6-1--83.

NR 50,15 W[Idlife habitat development on county
forests. (1) PURPOSE. The purpose of this section is to establish
standards for the implementation of a grant—in—aid program for
forest wildlife habitat improvement on county forest lands entered
under s. 28,11, Stets., pursuant to s. 23.09 (17m}, Stets.

(^) APPLICARILtTY. Provisions of this section are applicable
only to counties having county lands entered under s. 28.11, Stets.

(3) ELIGIBLE PROJF,CIS. (a) Counties may receive aids on a
priority basis for:

1. Maintenance of intolerant forest types in danger of being
replaced through natural conversion to forest types of lower value
to wildlife; maintenance of existing forest openings.

2. Deer yard itnpmvement; creation of forest openings.
3. 'Nail seeding and maintenance road and trail construction.

(^) ALLQwABLBCOSTS,I3ILLINGSANDAUDITS. {a) OnehUndred
percent of approved eligible project costs wilt be funded.

(b) Fifry percent advance payments may be made at the time
of project approval if requested by sponsor.

(5) In addition to conditions listed in sub. (4), the general pro-
visions of s. NR 50.05 also apply.

(6} UsLFIIL LIFE. (a} The maximum useful life of habitat
development activities on lands withdrawn from s. 28.11, Stets.,
and the title to which is transferred by the county to other than a
public agency, may not exceed the following guidelines:

ACTIVITY
	

i4fAXlhtUlli [35ERUL
LIFE IN YEARS

All weather roads
	

20

Openings
Hunter access trail construction
Aspen regeneration
	

10

Tree planting
	

IO

(b) In the event a reimbursement is due the depaztment, the cal-
culation afsuch amount shall be based on a straight line depreci-
ation of the original value of the development over its maximum
useful life as specified in par. (a).

History: Cr.Register,7une,1980,ATo.294,eff.7--t-80;r.andrecr,Register,May,
1983, No. 329, eff. 6--I-83.

NR 50.16 Aids for the acquisi#Ion and development
of !Deal parks. (1) PuRPOSg. The purpose of this section is to
establish standards and procedures far the implementation of a
grant program for local units of government to acquire and
develop local parks under s. 23.09 (20), Stets.

(2) APPLICABILITY, This section is applicable to towns, vil-
lages, cities, counties, nonprofit conservation organizations and
Indian tribes applying for grants for the acquisition and develop-
ment of local parks under s. 23.09 (20), Stets.

(3) DaFlIV1'floNS. As used in this section; "Aids for the acquisi-
tion and development of Iocal pazks"means the program created

under s. 23.09 (20), Stets., with funds appropriated under s.
20.8b6 (2) (tz), Stets.

(^I) APPLtCA1TON AND GRAFT AWARD PRpCEDURES. (a) Appli-
cants for local park aid monies shall submit applications an the
prescribed department form to the appropriate district office by
January 1, 1991 and by May 1, 1991 and each year thereafter.

Note: Application forms arc available from department district offices.

(b) The department shall evaluate completed applications to
determine which applicants will receive grants according to the
standards in this section.

(c) Successful applicants shall be notified by the department
and sent a project agreement. Revelopment work under the proj-
ect agreement may not proceed until the agreement is signed by
the department and the applicant.

(5) GENERAL PRGVISIONS. (a) Eligible sponsors may receive

a state grant of up to 50% of the total project posts for the acquisi-
tion or development of a local park.

(b) A local comprehensive outdoor recreational plan is
required to be submitted to the department in order to 6e eligible
for aids for the acquisition or development of local parks. Such
plans shall be consistent with the outdoor recreation program
under s. 23.30; Stets.

(c) Funds shall be apportioned on a department district ailoca-
tionsystem, with 70% of the fund distributed on the basis of each
county's proportionate share of the state population and 30% dis-
tributed equally to each county.

(d) Cost overruns beyond the original grant award may not be
allowed.

(e) Costs associated with operation and maintenance of parks
and other outdoor recreation facilities aze not eligible for grant
funds.

(f) Administrative costs of acquiring lands ar land rights, such
as legal fees and surveying casts, are not eligible for grant funds.

(g) Title to lands or rights in lands acquired under this section
shall vest in the local unit of government, but the lands may not
be converted to uses inconsistent with this section without prior
approval of the department. Proceeds from the sale or other dis-
posal of the lands shall be used to promote the objectives of this
section.

(h) Financial assistance may be given to develop leased real
property provided control and tenure of the property is commen-
surate with the proposed development.

(i) The substantiated value of donated materials, equipment,
services, labor or land may be used as all or part of the sponsor's
share of the project cask subject to all of the fallowing:

2. The value of donated land shall be determined by adepart-
mentapproved appraisal. If approved by the department, any por-
tion ofthe value of a property donation which is not utilized by the
sponsor may be used for sponsor match in subsequent applica-
tions, but only for one year.

3. The maximum value of donated labor shall be X5.00 per
hour.

4. The value of donated equipment shall conform to fire Wis-
consin department of transportation county highway rates for
equipment.

Motet `Ihe county highway rates for equipment are formulated under s. 84.07,
Stets., and can be found in chapter 5 of the State Highway Afaintcnance Manual pub-
lished by the Wisconsin Department of'IYansportation, 4802 Sheboygan Avenue,
A4adison, WI 53705,

S. The value of donated materials and services shall conform
to market rates and be established by invoice.

(j) Actual fringe benefits of the direct labor costs claimed aze
eligible project costs.

(k) Fifty percent advance payments may be made to local units
of government at the time of project approval if requested.

Note: This applies only to grant contracts executed after March 1, 199b.

10	 1. All sources of sponsor match shall be indicated when the
l0	 application for a grant is submitted..
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(s) LAND DEVELOPA4ENT---ELIGIBLE TYPES OF PR07IiCTS. PiOj-
ects eligible for grant funds include:

(a} Swimming, bathing and water sports facilities, including
beaches, swimming areas, swimming pools and bathhouses.

(b) Fishing and hunting facilities, such as trails and fishing
piers.

(c) Boating facilities, such as launching ramps and docks.
(d) Observation and sightseeing fatalities such as overlooks,

turnouts and trails.
(e) Picnic facilities, including tables, fireplaces, shelters and

paths.
(f) Camping facilities, including tent and trailer sites, tables

and fireplaces.
(g) Winter sports facilities, such as slopes and traits for sled-

ding and tobogganing, cross—country ski trails, facilities for skat-
ing and snowntobiling.

(h} Urban recreation areas, such as neighborhood play-
grounds, bicycling paths, walking or riding trails and participant
sport facilities, including playing fields and tennis courts.

(i) Supporting facilities, including entrance and circulation
roads, utility and sanitation systems, erosion control work, park-
ingareas, toilet buildings and educational facilities where there is
a permanent professional naturalist staff and the facilities are for
nature interpretation.

(j) Renovation or redevelopment of existing facilities or areas
which have received adequate and regular maintenance but are
impaired, or have become outmoded.

(k) Beautification projects such as landscaping, cleaning and
restoration of exploited, polluted and littered areas, and screening,
removal, relocation or burial of overhead wires.

(L) Open shelters and multipurpose shelter buildings which
support an outdoor recreation activity.

(m) Dances for tennis courts, baltticlds and the protection of
park users,

(n) Lighting for tennis courts, hockey rinks, game courts, ball-
fields, sports fields, multipurpose courts and public safety.

(o} Park signs.
(^) LAN€) ACQDISITION—ELIGIBLE 7YPPS GP PROJECTS. Land

acquisition projects which are eligible far grant funds include:
{a) Areas with frontage an rivers, streams, lakes, estuaries and

reservoirs that will pravidewater--based public recreation oppar-
tunilies.

(b) Land far creating water impoundments to provide water--
based public outdoor recreation.

(c) Areas that provide special recreation opportunities, such as
floodplains, wetlands and areas adjacent to scenic highways.

(d} Natural areas and preserves and outstanding scenic areas
where the objective is to preservo the scenic or natural values,
including areas of physical or biological importance and wildlife
areas. These areas shall be open to the general public for outdoor
recreation use to the extent that the natural attributes of the areas
will not be seriously impaired or lost.

(e) Land within urban azeas for day—use picnic areas, neigh-
borhood playgrounds and tot lots, areas adjacent to school play-
grounds and competitive nonprofessional sports facilities.

(fj Land for recreation trails.
(g) Land for go]f courses.
($) 1NELIGIBLH TxPes oJ= PRarECrs. Ineligible acquisition ar

development projects include:
(a} Restoration or preservation of historic structures.
(b) Development of areas and Facilities to be used for profes-

sional athletics.
(c) Development of amusement facilities, waterslides, or the

construction of facilities that are only marginally related to public
outdoor recreation.

(d) Construction of park employe residences.
(e) Development of areas and facilities to be used solely for

game refuges or fish production purposes unless they are open to
the public For general compatible recreation use, or if they directly
serve priority public outdoor recreation needs identified in the
state plan.

(t} Construction of lodges, motets, luxury cabins, or similar
elaborate facilities.

(g) bevelapment projects in previously undeveloped recre-
ation areas which consist so]ely of support facilities, unless it is
cleazly indicated that such facilities are required Cor proper and
safe recreational use of the area; and

(h) Buildings primarily devoted to operation, maintenance ar
indoor recreation.

(i} Development of golf courses.
(9) PRIGRITIES. Priorities in ranking are given to the following

types of projects, The department shall setect projects for flnan-
cial assistance in accordance with the following project priorities,
which are not listed in order of preference:

(a) Projects which provide activities for the general public
have higher priority than those that provide activities for a limited
group.

(b) Projects which provide basic facilities such as picnic and
play areas have priority over projects which provide elaborate
facilities such as covered ice rinks and indoor swimming pools.

(c) Projects which provide participant facilities have priority
over projects which provide spectator facilities,

(d} Projects which may enhanco or preserve natural beauty.
(e) Projects which provide for completion of a project already

started where the sponsor ltas shown the ability to provide quality
outdoor recreation facilities for its citizens without grant assis-
tance.

(f) Projects to develop areas previously acquired.
(g} Projects to renovate existing facilities which are in danger

of being lost for public use.
(h) Projects where the applicants have good perfarntance

records on other recreational projects.
(i) Projects where the applicants are financially able to ade-

quately maintain and operate the area or facility.
(j) Projects which offer safe, rapid and convenient access by

all types of transportation modes appropriate for that Type of facil-
ity.

(k) Projects which, in relation to their costs, provide access for
the greatest number of potential users and provide the greatest
opportunities for public outdoor recreation.

(I,) Projects which meet needs and deficiencies identified in
the statewide comprehensive outdoor recreation plan, ar the com-
prehensive outdaorrecreation plans of other units of government.

(m) Projects which provide multiple season, multiple activity
use,

(tt) Projects which are designed to serve the recreation needs
of elderly persons, minorities and disabled persons.

(o} Projects which are regional ar statewide in nature and this
use can be documented; and

(p) Projects which are ready to be implemented (can be com-
pleted in 2 construction seasons or less),

(q) Projects which involve the use of materials or products uti-
lizing Wisconsin recycled products.

Hi;lory: Cr. Register, September,1980, No. 297, eff. tO--I^Q; r, and recr. Regis-
ter, Apri1,1984, No.400, eff, 5-1-89; am, (2), (3), (4) (a) and (c) and (5) (c), Register,
Octa6cr,1990, A'o. 418, eff,11—i-90; am, (5) (b), (9) (ti} and (n), cr. (5) (i) to (k) arsd
(9) (q), r. (6) (n), renum. (b) (o) and (p) to be (6) (n) and (o), Registe , February, 1996,
A`a. 482, eff. 3--t-96.

NR 50.165 Aids far the acquisition of urban green
space. (1} P[SRPOSE. The purpose of this section is to establish
standazds and procedures for implementation of a grant program
for local units of government and nonprofit conservation orga-
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nizations to acquire land for public purposes under s. 23.09 (19),
Stets.

{^^ APPLICABILITY. This section is applicable to towns, vil-
lages, cities, counties, Indian tribes, public inland lake protection
and rehabilitation districts and nonprofit conservation organiza-
tions applying For grants for the acquisition of urban green space
under s. 23.09 (19), Stets,

{3) DEFI^IIT[ONS. As used in this section:
{a) "Aids for the acquisition of urban green space" means the

program created under s. 23.09 (19), Stets., with funds appro-
priated under s. 20.866 (2) (tz), Stets.

(b) "Noncommercial gardening" means an activity involving
raising vegetables, fruits and herbs for personal consumption.

(4j APPLICATIpN ANI] GRAnT AWAR p PROC>;DllRLS. (a) Appli-
cants for aids forthe acquisition of urban green space shall submit
applications an the prescribed department form to the appropriate
district office by May 1 of each year.

Note: Application forms and insuuctions are available from degartment district
offices.

(b) Aids for the acquisition of urban green space shall be dis-
tributed an a statewide basis except that f0% of Ehe annual
appropriation shall be reserved for noncommercial gardening

projects. If sufficient noncommercial gardening projects are not
received to utilize these funds, remaining funds shall revert back
to the regular urban green space appropriation to be utilized by eli-
gible projects, During the Orst grant cycle, the gardening allot-
ment shall carry over , if not utilized.

(e) Grant awards shall be for 50% of approved land acquisition
costs. Projects shall be funded in priority order until the last 50%
awazd has bean made.

(d) The maximum grant amount may not exceed the annual
appropriation in any given year.

{e) The department shall evaluate completed applications to
determine which applicants shall receive grants according to the
standazds and priorities in this section.

{f) Successful applicants shall be notified by the department
and sent a project agreement, Acquisition of land ar the rights to
Iand may not proceed until the agreement is signed by the depart-
ment and the applicant.

(5) GEt^'ERAL rROVJSIOIVS. (a) Eligible sponsors may receive
a state grant of SO% of the cast of acquiring the land or the rights
inland for the public purposes in s. 23.09 (19} (c), Stets.

(b) A master plan approved by the local unit of government
identifying the land to be acquired under the urban green space
program is required before a grant may be approved.

{c} The application shall include a comprehensive description
of the proposal for urban green space acquisition, plans for devel-
opment and management of the land and any other information
required by the department.

(d) The department may approve grants for the acquisition of
land or rights to land for urban green space.

{e) Casts associated with development, operation and mainte-
nance ofurban green space or for administrative costs of acquiring
lands or rights in lands such as appraisals, legal fees ar surveying
are not eligible.

(f) Lands acquired under s. 23,09 (19) (c), Stets., may not be
converted to uses inconsistent with the provisions of s. 23.09 {19)
(c},Stets., unless the conversion is consistent with other programs
funded under s. 20.866 {2) (tz), Stets., and prior depaztment
approval is received.

(g) Title to land or to rights in land acquired through the urban
green space program shalt vest in the local governrrlental unit ar
nonprofit conservation organization.

(h} Fees Wray be charged For use of an area acquired for non-
commercial gardening and may be waived based on the user's
inability to pay.

{i) Fifty percent of the grant amount may be paid to local units
of government at the time of projecE approval if requested by the
sponsor.

1Cote: This applies only to grant contracts executed after March 1, 1446.

(j) The substantiated value of donated Land may be used as all
or part of the sponsor's share of the project cost subject to all of
the following:

1. All sources of sponsor match shall be indicated when the
application for a grant is submitted.

2. The value of donated land shall be determined by a depazt-
mentapproved appraisal. if approved by the department, any por-
tion ofthe value of a property donation which is not utilized by the
sponsor may he used for sponsor match in subsequent applica-
tions, but only for one year.

(6^ LANO ACQtIISITiOA' GL1G[t3LE TYPES OT' PROJ gC7S. Land
acquisition projects which are eligible for grant funds include:

(a) Land to provide an open natural space within or in proxim-
ity to urban development.

{b} Land to protect from urban development an area or natu-
rally formed feature that is within or in proximity to an urban area
and that has scenic, ecological or other natural value.

{c) Land far noncommercial gardening to be used by inhabit-
ants of an urbanized area.

(7) PRIORITIFS, Priorities in ranking are given to the following
types of projects. The department shall select projects far finan-
cial assistance in accordance with the following project priorities
which are not Iisted in order of preference:

(a) Planning considerations. 1. Projects supported by an
approved master plan.

2. Projects supported by an approved management plan.
3. Projects which specifically implement a priority of the state

comprehensive outdoor recreation plan {SCORP},
^!. Praj^cts which preserve land which is listed on the natural

heritage inventory.
5. Projects which implement elements of water quality plans

or initiatives.
(b) Project considerations. 1. Land which serves the greatest•

population centers.
2. Land which serves azeas of rapidly increasing populations.
3. Land which is accessible, where accessibility is appropri-

ate.
4. Land where interpretive facilities are appropriate.
5. Iand which provides linear corridors.
fi. Land which connects to existing corridors.
7. Land with water frontage.
8. Land which contains or creates wetlands.
9. Land which provides passive versus active recreation.
10. Land which protects sensitive wildlife habitat.
11. Land which protects an area threatened by development.
12. Land which preserves or creates an open nahtral space.
13. Iand which can be shown to be of regional or statewide

significance.
(c) Adrninistrativeronsiderations. 1. Projects which areready

to he implemented.
2. Projects which continue eligible acquisition projects pre-

viously started.
3. Projects which implement the approved master plans of 2

or more units of government or regional planning agencies.
($} GARn>rN PROJSCr saLECrtaN. In selecting garden projects,

the department shall consider:
(a} Land ]orated in areas with a high percentage of land devel-

oped.

(b) Land adjacent to high density housing with residents with
demonstrated special needs.
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(c) Land in areas where there is a consistent demand or over-
subscription for existing space.

(d) Land that provides for expanding ar replacing temporary
garden plots.

History: Cr. Register, October, 1990, N`o. AiB, eft. 11-i-9a; ern. {4) {a), cr. (5)
(i) and {j), Register, Fcbmary, 1496, No. 482, etf. 3-1-9G.

NR50.17 Shooting rangedevelopment, (1) PURPOSE.
The purpose of this section is to establish standards far the imple-
mentation of a grant—in—aid program for development of shooting
ranges under 16 USC 569, et seq.

(2) APFL[CABILITY. The provisions of this section are applica-
ble to counties, cities, villages, townships; other gavemmental
agencies or units, clubs or organizations, businesses ar corpora-
tions and educational institutions.

{3) B[t;i`iv[AI. ALt.onIENT. (a} On July ] of each odd—num-
bered year, the secretary shall establish an allotment available as
matching funds for shooting range construction. Funding shat! be
a portion of 16 USC 669, et seq. money returned to ttte state allo-
cated for hunter education. This allotment shall be separate from
funding used to construct shooting ranges on land owned by the
state of Wisconsin.

(b) Fifty percent of approved eligible project costs may be
funded.

(c) Twenty percent of the established allotment may be
exempted from the provisions of sub. {4) {c) 1. if used to fund
range projects which can be developed with not more than i0%
of the total established allotment.

(4} GENERAL PROV]s1oNS.(a)Thefollawingprojectsareeligi-
ble:

1. Outdoor range construction, including: backstops and
berms, target holders, shooting benches, baffles, protective fenc-
ing, signs, trenches, gun racks, platforms, restrooms and other
items considered essential far the project by the department.

2. Indoor ranges, when it is determined by the department
They are needed, including classroom, storage and restroom facili-
ties.

{b} The following projects are not eligible:
1. Construction of clubhouses and facilities not essential to

the operation of the shooting range.
2. Operation and maintenance of the range.

(c) Applications will be ranked based on a comparative basis
considering the following criteria:

1. First consideration will be given projects in major meEro-
politan areas where ranges are not available for hunter education
training.

2, Second consideration will be given projects in locations
where ranges are not available within 20 miles for hunter educa-
tion training.

3. -More consideration will be given projects to improve an
existing range than to develop now ranges in the same locality.

^l. Tha potential of the project to meet the needs of hunter
education programs and public shooting in the locality.

5. Zoning requirements.
(d) Sponsors shall demonstrate an ability to operate the range

for at least 20 years and shall contract with the state of Wisconsin
for use by the hunter education program during this period.

{e) Applicants shall submit an application on Ute prescribed
department form.

Note; 9'heformsmaybeobtainedfromHunterFducationAdministrator,Depart-
ment of Natwdt Resources, Box 72Df, Madison, Madison, wI53791.

History; GY. Register, August,1985, No. 356, off. 4-1^5; r, andrecr. (3), am. (4)
(d), Registe ,May, 1994, 1\ro. 4G1, eft. 6-t-94.

Nfi 5p ,19 Scenic urban waterways grant program.
{1) PURPOSE. The purpose of this section is to establish standards
for the implementation and administration of the scenic urban
waterways grant program under s. 30.275, Stets.

(2} APPLICABILITY. The provisions of this section are applica-
ble to all counties, cities, villages, towns and Indian tribes within
a designated scenic urban waterway and to the department.

(3) ELIGIBLE PROTECTS. The following types of projects are eli-
gibte for funding under this section;

(a) Acquisition and development of land for parks, open
spaces, scenic easements, public access, automobile parking, fish
and wildlife habitat, woodlands, wetlands and trails.

(b) Layout and development of scenic drives.
(c) lmproventent of surface water quality and surface water

flow.

(4} At'pttcnnon PROC>;ouRU. Applications for project grants
shall be submitted to the department no later than November 1 of
each state fiscal year for which funding is requested. The depart-
ment shall review applications for completeness. An application
shall contain the following items:

(a) A completed application form.
mote: Application fnrnts may lac obtained, at no charge, from the Buroau of Aid

Programs, Dcpartmentof Natural Resources, Box 742 ],Madison, Wisconsin 53707.

(b) A resolution adapted by the governing body of the munici-
pality, Indian tribe or the department designating an authorized
representative to apply for grants under s. 30.275, Stets., and this
section on behalf of the tnunicipaiity, Indian tribe or the depart-
ment. The authorized representative shall be an official or
employe of the municipality, Indian tribe ar the department.

(c) Description of project; including proximity to urban areas,
types ofwater--based recreational activities the projectwould pro-
mote, adetailed estimate of project costs, and an estimate of the
number of people who would be expected to enjoy the benefits of
tho project.

{d) Plans and specifications for the project.
(e) Other information as requested by the department.
(5} AI.LOCATIONOFFUNBS. Annual appropriations will be allo-

cated equally among all designated scenic urban waterways. as
soon as passible after July 1 of each year. Funds allocated to a des-
ignated scenic urban waterway that are not needed to fund
applications received by November 1, may be reallocated equally
among designated scenic urban waterways which have requested
funds in excess of their allocations. Thereallocatiou shall be com-
pleted by February l of the fallowing year.

(6) WATERSHEp eoM,^tlTreES. The selection of projects within
a designated scenic urban waterway shall be made by a watershed
committee for that scenic urban waterway appointed by the
department. The committee shall have members from each country
within the designated scenic urban waterway; some cities, vil-
lages, towns and inland lake protectioti and rehabilitation districts
within the designated scenic urban waterway; the department and
independent citizens within the designated scenic urban water-
way. Existing watershed committees maybe used to select proj-
ects. Regional planning commissions may and the department
shall be coordinators and advisors to the committee.

(7) SELECTION oP PROTECrs. The watershed committee shall
give priority Eo local government projects. Department projects
maybe selected only if sufficient funds remain after local govern-
ment projects within the designated scenic urban waterway are
selected. Priority shall be given to applications based an the
degree to which the potential benefits of each project correspond
to the program's purpose pursuant to s. 30.275 (1), Stets.

(8) GRANT nwAROS. The department steal[ issue grant awards
by February 28 of each year, The state share of the project cost
shall be no greater than 80% of the eligible project costs. The
department play not issue grants to applicants whose application
is not complete.

(9) GRANT coNOrrloNS. (a) Grant awards are subject to the
conditions of this section and s. 30.275, Stets.
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(b) Projects funded under this section shall be consistent with
any approved areawide water quality management plan encom-
passing the project.

(c) Nonpoint source projects to improve surface wa[er quality
and surface water flow are subject to the requirements of ss, NR
120.14 and 120.15.

(d) The general provisions of s. NR 50.05 apply to awazds
made under this section,

History: Cr. Register, November, 198G, No. 371, eff. 12-1^6.

NR 50.20 1`ish rearing pond grants. (1) PURPOSE. The
purpose of this section is to establish standards and priorities for
dte implemenialion of a grant—in—aid program far restoration of
unused or underutilized fish rearing ponds, under ss. 20.370 (4)
(bb) and 29.525, Stets.

(2) EI.1GtBt.E PROil:ers. Grants may be made available only to
restore unused or underutilized fish rearing ponds that tnay lie
restored at reasonable cost, that in were existence on August 12,
1993.

(3) E1.1Gtnt,>~ R>~ctrlt:NTS. Grants may be given only to appli-
cants who are owners of fish rearing ponds or groups that have
entered into agreements with such owners to use their ponds far
fish rearing,

(4) ELIGIBLLr Acnvlrlrs. Grant recipients may use the grant
moneys only for repair or construction of dams, dikes, levies or
other water retaining structures, far replacement or repair of
pumps ar other related equipment and for associated costs neces-
sary to restore ponds for fish rearing, Grant recipients may not use
grant moneys far the operation or routine maintenance of rearing
ponds, far new pond construction or for expansion of ponds exist-
ing on August 12, 1993.

(5) RFS'rRICi'ION oN usE of Polvns. A fish rearing pond
restored with a grant under this section may be used only for the
rearing of walleye ar muskellunge ar both.

(fi) PRIORITIES. The department shall select projects for finan-
cialassistance by revietvingeach project according to the fallow-
ingproject criteria, which ors not listed in order of priority:

(a) Projects which are geographically located to provide the
mast efficient distribution of fish to waters managed for walleye
and muskellunge receive higher priority.

{b) Projects which have a high level of volunteer labor
associated with renovation and operation receive higher priority.

{c} Projects where the applicant has shown by prior record the
ability to complete renovations and successfully operate the
ponds to produce muskellunge or walleye receive higher priority.

{d) Projects to renovate existing ponds in greatest danger of
being lost for fish rearing purposes receive higher priority.

{e) Projects where the applicant is financially able to ade-
quately maintain and operate the pond receive higher priority.

(7) ALLOwABLECOSTS. (a) Onehundredpercantofthereason-
able, actual net costs which are attributed to activities considered
eligible under sub. (2) will be funded, but not more than X30,000
for any one grant,

(b) The department shall determine whether projected costs to
renovate ponds are reasonable.

(c) Cost overruns beyond the original grant award are nut
allowable.

(d) Donated labor, materials, land, or other activities which do
not result in an actual expenditure by the applicant are not allow-
able.

(e) Induect costs are not allowable.
(B) APPLICATION AA'D GRANT AWARD PROCBDURFS. (a) A per-

son who wishes to apply for a grant under this section shall apply
on forms available from the department. Applications shall be
submitted to the department no later than May 1 in order to be con-
sidered.

Note: Grant application formsazeavaitah]efromthedepartment'sdistrictoffices
and from the Bureau of Fisheries lvtanagement, bepartment of Natural Resources,
161 S. Webster Street, P.O. Box 7921, lliadison, Wi 53707.

(b) The department shall evaluate completed applications by
June 30 fo determine which applicants will receive grants under
this section.

(c) Applicants shall be notified by the department of its deter-
mination. Successful applicants shat[ be sent a grant agreement
which indicates the date the project is approved and the project ter-
mination date and includes an agreement to rear walleyes or mus-
kellunge or both for distribution consistent with department pra-
ceduresfor aperiod of notices than 5 years from the expected date
of carnpletion of pond renovation.

(d) No grant may be awarded and development work under the
grant may not proceed until file grant agreement under par. {c}has
been signed by the applicant and depaztntent.

(e) Grant expenditures shall be within the grant period, grant
scope and grant amount shown in the grant agreement.

(f) Billings may be submitted to the department far partial pay-
ment or upon completion of the project.

{g) A request for grant extension shall be submitted prior to the
project termination date.

Iristory: Cr. Register, May,1990, No, 413, eff. 6-1-90; am. (I), (2) and (4), Regis-
te , iuly, 1994, No. 463, eff. 8-1-94.

NR 50.21 National recreational trails program.
(1) PvRPOSr. The purpose of this section is to establish standards
for the administration of the Symms national recreational trails
fund act of 1991,16 USC 1261,1262 and 26 USC 9503 (6), 9511.

(2) APPLICABILITY. The provisions of this section are applica-
ble to all towns, villages, cities, counties, tribal governing bodies,
school districts, state agencies, federal agencies and incorporated
organizations participating in the national recreational trails pro-
gram.

(3) DEFINITIONS. As used in this section:
(a) "Applicant" means a town, village, city, county, tribal gov-

emingbody asdefined in s. 580.86 (9), Stets., school district, state
agency, federal agency ar incorporated organization applying for
a grant.

(b) "Incorporated organization" means an organization incor-
porated pursuant to s. 181.32, Stets., whose primary purpose is
promoting, encouraging or engaging in outdoor recreational trail
activities.

(e} "National recreational trails program" means the program
created under 16 USC 1261,1262 and 2b USC 9503 {6) and 9511
with funds appropriated under 20.370 (1) {ky), 20.370 (4) (bx) and
20.370 (4) (im}, Stets.

(d) "Recreational trail" means a thoroughfaze or track across
land ar snow used far recreational purposes such as bicycling,
crass country skiing, day hiking, equestrian activities, jogging or
similar fitness activities, trail biking, overnight and long distance
backpacking, snowmobiling, aquatic or water activity, and vehic-
ular travel by motorcycle, 4—wheel drive or all— terrain off—road
vehicles.

(e) "Sponsor" means a town, village, city, county, tribal gov-
ernment, school district, state agency, federal agency or incorpo-
rated organization receiving assistance,

(f) "State trai]s council" means the 9 member council created
under s. 15.347 {16), Stets.

(4) ALLOCATION of Ft1Nns. {a} National recreational trails
program funds allocated to Wisconsin each fiscal year shall be
divided as follows;

1. An amount not exceeding 7% of the amount received by
the state to the department for the costs of administering the
national recreational trails program.

2. An amount not to exceed 5% of the amount received by the
state to the department for the operation of environmental protec-
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lion and education programs relating to the use of recreational
trails.

3. After the reductions of subds. I. and 2., the atnount
received by file state shall be allocated by the department in the
following manner:

a. At least 30% shall be reserved foruses re]ating to motorized
trail recreation. Of this amount, $0% shall be used for grants to
applicants under sub, (3) (c} and 20%shall be used by the depari-
mentfor trail purposes. Funds hat encumbered before the first day
of the 4th quarter of the state fiscal year may be used for either
grants or used by the department for motorized trail purposes.

b, At least 30%o shall be reserved for uses relating to non-mo-
torized trail recreation. Of this amotmt, 80% shall be used for
grants to applicants under sub. (3) (c) and 20 %n shall be used by
the department for trail purposes. Funds not encumbered before
the first day of the 4th quarter of the state fiscal year may he used
for eithergrants orused bythe departntenifor nori-motorized trail
purposes.

c. Nat less than 40% for uses that provide lbr the greatest
nwnber of compatible recreational trail uses or that provide for
innovative recreational trail corridor sharing to accommodate
motorized and non-motorized recreational trail use. Of this
antaunt, SO% shall be used for grants to applicants under sub. (3}
{c) and SO% shall be used by the department for trail purposes.
Funds not encumbered before the ftrst day of the 4th quarter of the
state fiscal year may be used for either grants or used by the

department far diversified trail purposes.
(b) Funds allocated to the state but not encumbered in projects

shall remain allocated to the state during subsequent state fiscal
years. These funds shall remain allocated under the respective
motorized, non--motorized and diversified categories.

(5) GENt?RALPROVISIpN3. Unless otherwise noted, the general
conditions of s. NR 50.05 also apply:

(a) Eligible app]icants may receive a state grant for up to 100 %a
of the total project costs of a recreational trail project.

(b} Any use of national recreational trail program funds for
trails on private lands shall be accompanied by a written easement
or other legally binding agreement that ensures public access to
the trail improvements.

(c) When a corridor to be developed is obtained through an
easement or subject to other legally binding agreement, the degree
of control aver the corridor by the sponsor and the period of tithe
That the written easement or legally binding agreement continues
shall be factors in determining the amount of national recreational
trails program funds to ba granted to the project.

{d) National recreational trails program funds are to be used
on trails and trail related projects which have been identified in ar
which further a specific goal of a trail plan included ar referenced
in a statewide comprehensive outdoor recreation plan required by
LAWCON.

(e) Cost overruns beyond the original grant award may be
allowed for good cause. Awarding of cost overruns shall be con-
tingent upon funds available and review by department staff.

(f) Acquisition of real property shall be in accordance with
stake and federal guidelines for preparation of appraisals and
relocation assistance.

Note; Guidelines for the pmparation of appraisals are available front the Bureau
of Community Asssstance, Department of Natural Resources, Box 7923, Aladison,
WI, 537117. Guidelines for rc[ocauon assistance are available from the Relocation
Services IInit, Equal Rights Division, Department of labor, Industry and Iluman
Re3ations, Box 8928, Madison, WI, 53707.

(g) Administrative casts of acquiring lands or land rights
including the cast of appraisal, relocation payments, title insur-
ance and recording fees era not aIigible costs for reimbursement,

(h) A grant may not be made to share costs for land acquisition,
planning or engineering costs incurred prior to approval of a grant
application.

(i) Title to lands or rights in land acquired under this section
shall vest in the sponsor, but the {ands purchased may not be con-
verted to uses inconsistent with this section without the prior
approval of the department. Proceeds Pram the sale or other dis-
posal of file Lands shall be used to promote ttte objectives of this
section.

(j) Project agreements with incorporated organizations for the
acquisition of land shall incorporate a special condition that
should the sponsoring incorporated organization be dissolved, the
title to properly acquired with national recreational trails program
funds shall revert to the department.

{k) Actual fringe benefits paid as part of the direct labor casts
(L) Claims for payment shall be submitted by the sponsor

within 6 months of the project termination date.
(m) Claims for payment shall be paid on a cost reimbursement

basis.
(n) Trail grooming rates shall be established by the depart-

ment. These rates will reflect the operating costs of tractor units
and attached grooming devices.

(o) Rates for egniptnent used far maintenance, rehabilitation
or development activities performed by a sponsor may not exceed
the county machinery agreement rate established annually with
each county by the state department of transportation. All hand
tools necessary to carry out a project are the responsibility of the
sponsor.

Rote: Copies of the county machinery agreements arc available fmm the county
highway dcpariurents.

(p} The departtneat may approve a variance from the require-
ments of this section that are not elements of the federal statutes,
1b USC 1261, 1262, upon request of a sponsor when the depart-
ment determines that ttte variance is essential to effect necessary
grant actions or program objectives, and where special circum-
stances make the variance in the best interest of the program,
Before granting a variance, the department shall take into account
factors such as good cause and circumstances beyond tiro control
of the sponsor.

Note: The following provisionsoftheruleareelementsofthefederalstatutes:ss.
NR Sa.2l (2); (3) (i); (4}(a) 1. and2; (5) (b) to (d),{g),(q); (^; and (7}, Theremaining
provisivns are not elemenu of the federal statutes.

(6) ELIG3BL$rRO.If_c^fs. Projects eligible far funding under this
section include:

(a) Development of urban trail linkages near homes and work-
places;

(b) Maintenance of existing recreational trails, including the
grooming and maintenance of trails across snow;

(c) Restoration of areas damaged by use of recreational trails;
{d) Development of trailside and trail head facilities;
(e) Provision of features which facilitate the access and use of

trails by persons with disabilities.
(f) Acquisition of easements For trails, or for trail corridors

identilied in a state trail plan;
(g) Acquisition of fee simple title to property Pram a willing

seller when the objective of the acquisition cannot be accom-
plished by acquisition of an easement ar by other means;

(tt) Construction of new trails on state, county, municipal or
private lands where a recreational need for this construction is
shown;

(i} Construction of new trails crossing federal lands only where
necessary and required by the state comprehensive outdoor recre-
ation plan, approved by the department and the adntinislering fed-
eral agency or agencies charged with administering all impacted
lands and consistent with applicable federal land management
plans and policies.

(7) Ii\gl.ICrBt^ rROlscrs. National recreational trails program
funds may not be used for the fallowing:

{a) Condemnation of any kind of interest in property;
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(b} Constntction of any motorized trail on national forest lands
unless the lands have been allocated far uses other than wilderness
by a forest land and resource management plan approved by the
U.S. forest service or have bean released to uses other than wilder-
ness by an act of congress and the construction is consistent with
tttanagement direction in the national forest land and resource
management plan.

{e} Upgrading, expanding or otherwise facilitating motorized
use or access to trails predominately used b}^ non—motorized trail
users, and as of May 1, 1991 motorized use is either prohibited or
has not occurred.

{d) As otherwise noted in 16 USC 1261 (e) (2).
(8) PatoRrrtrs. The department shall establish a project prior-

ity list based on the following factors to select projects for finan-
cial assistance:

(a) For motorized projects;
1. The type of trail project is given preference in the following

ranked order: trail rehabilitation project, trail maintenance proj-
ect, trail development project and Erail acquisition project.

2. The trail sponsor has or can demonstrate the ability to carry
out a trail project

3, The trail project will promote safe trail use.
4. The degree to which the trail project will utilize volunteer

or non— traditional labor and donations of materials and equip-
ment.

5. The trail provides for more than ono motorized activity.
6. The trail provides for year around trail use.
7. The trail links with other trails to form a trail system or

leads to a trail system.
$. The trail project is located on land where control of the trail

corridor is long term.
(b} For non—motorized projects;

1. The type of trail project is given preference in the following
ranked order: trail rehabilitation project, trail maintenance proj-
ect, trail development project and trail acquisition project.

2. The trail sponsor has or can demonstrate the ability to carry
out a trail project.

3. The trail project will promote safe trail nee.
4. The degree to which the trail project will utilize volunteer

or non— traditional labor and donations of materials and equip-
ment.

5. The trail project is located close to high population areas.
(c) For multiple or compatible use projects;
1. Thetypeoftrailprojectisgivenpreferenceinthefollowing

ranked order: trail rehabilitation project, trail maintenance proj-
ect, trail development project and trail acquisition project.

2. The trail project will promote safe (rail use.
3. The degree to which the trail project will utilize volunteer

or non— traditional labor and donations of materials and equip-
ment.

4. The trail project will provide for the greatest number of
compatible trail uses.

5. The trail project will provide for the greatest number of
other outdoor recreational uses in addition to trail use.

6. The trail project will resolve conflict between historically
conflicting trail uses.

7. The trail project will provide far innovative recreational
trail corridor shazing to accormnodate motorized and non—motor-
ized trail use.

8. The trail project is located close to high population areas.
(9) APPLICATEONS AND GRANT A1vARB PROCEDURES. (a} Appli-

cants far national recreational trails program funds shall submit
applications on the prescribed department form to the appropriate
district office by May 1 of each year.

Note: Application Corms and instructions are available from department district
offices.

(b) The department shall evaluate completed applications to
determine which applicants will receive grants according to prio-
rities in sub. (8}.

(c) Successful applicants shall be notified by the department
and sent a project agreement. Development or maintenance work
under the project agreement may not proceed until the agreement
is signed by the department and the applicant..

(^ 0) ROLE of sTnrE TRA[LS coUNCIL. The state trails council
shall provide guidance on the administration of the national recre-
ational trails program and rules to implement the program.

History: Cr. Register, November, 1493, No. 955, eft: 12-1-93.

NR 50.22 Urban rivers grant program. (1) PURPOSE.
The purpose of this section is to establish standards and proce-
duresfor implcntentation of agrant program For loco[ units of gov-
ernmenE to acquire land far the purposes in s. 30.277 {2), Stets.
Grants shall be awarded only far acquisitions of land for the pur-
pose of restoring, enhancing or preserving the state's natural
resources.

(2) APPLICABILITY. This section is applicable to local units of
govennment applying for grants for the acquisition of land or
rights in land under s. 30.277, Stets.

(3) DEFINiT1DN5. As used in this section:
(a) "In kind contributions" means lands that are donated within

an approved urban rivers project azea and meet department
appraisal requirements described in the department's land
acquisition and sales handbook.

Note: 'The department's land acquisition and sales handbooks are available from
department district offices.

(b) "Local units of government" means towns, cities, villages,
counties and tribal governments.

{c) "Rights in land" means rights acquired by fee title acquisi-
tion or easements.

{d} "Urban area"meansanyareathatiswithinorischaracteris-
tic of a city or village.

(e) "Urban rivers grant program" means the program created
under s. 30.277, Stets., with funds appropriated under s. 20.866
(2) {tz), Slats.

(4) AYPLICATIGN AND GRANT AWARD PRQCfrDURPS. (a} Appli-
cants for grants from the urban rivers grants program shall submit
applications on the prescribed department form to the appropriate
district office by May I of each year.

Note: Applicaion forms and instructions are available from department district
offices.

{b) Grants for the acquisition of land or rights inland shall be
distributed on a statewide basis according to the standards and
priorities in this section.

(c) No local unit of government may receive in any fiscal year
morn than 20%a of the funds that are available for grants under this
section.

(d} To be eligible far a grant under this section, at least SO%
of the cast of the project shall be funded by private, local ar federal
funding, by in—kind contributions or by state funding. For pur-
poses of this subsection, state funding may not include grants
under this section, moneys appropriated to the department under
s. 217.370, Stets., or money appropriated under s. 20.866 (2) (tp)
to (tw}, (ty) or (tz}, Slats.

(e) Successful applicants shall be notified by the department
and sent a project agreement. Acquisition of land or the rights in
land may not proceed until the project agreement is signed by the
department and the applicant.

(5) GENERAL PROVistoNS. (a) The department may award a
grant to an applicant for up to 50% of the cost of acquiring land
or rights in land in an urban area for the public purposes in s.
30.277, Slats.
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(b) Projects shall, either alone or in conjunction with other sup-
porting plans, reasonably provide restoration, enhanretnent or
preservation of an urban river or rivcrfront's environmental and
natural resources values.

(c) Projects shall enhance or preserve diverse outdoor natural
resource related recreation opportunities for all segments of the
populatiot.

(d) Projects shall be supported by a fawn, village, city, county
or tribal government comprehensive outdoor recreation plan
approved by the local unit of govermnent.

(e) The application shall include a ropy of the local compre-
hen siveoutdoor recreation plan, local greenspace pl an, integrated
resource management plan, riverfront restoration plan and other
appropriate plans that the proposed project is a part of or supports.

(f) The application shat] include a comprehensive description
of the proposal for urban rivers acquisition, plans and responsibi-
lities for development, management and maintenance and any
other information required by the department.

(g) Costs associated with development, operation and mainte-
nance ofland acquired through the urban rivers grant program and
administrative costs such as appraisals, legal fees, surveying or
environmenta[ investigations are not eligible for grant assistance.

(h) Land acquired under s. 3Q277, Stets„ may not be con-
verted to uses inconsistent with other progratns funded under s.
20.866 (2) (tz), Stets., without prior written department approval.

(i) Title to land or to rights in ]and acquired through the urban
rivers grant program shall vest in the local governmental unit or
nonprofit conservation organization.

(^} Riparian flowage ]ands may be eligible far an urban rivers
grant, if the proposed project is overall more rivetine in character
than lake in character and the project is part of a comprehensive
riverrvay plan, or if the acquisition is for the purpose of the
removal of the flowage and restoration to a natural river condition.

(k) Non--urban riverfront lands that are lying adjacent to an
urban area or that are likely to be urbanized may be eligible for an
urban rivers grant if the department determines acquisition of the
land would contribute significantly to the overall success of an
urban river project or comprehensive riverway plan of which it is
apart.

(L) Fifty percent of the grant amount may be paid to local units
of goverment at the time of project approval if requested.

\ore: 'Ettis applies only to grant contracts executed after March 1, 199fi.

(m) The value of in kind contributions shall be determined by
a department approved appraisal. If approved by the department,
any portion of the value of an in kind contribution which is not uti-

lized by the sponsor may be used for sponsor match in subsequent
applications, but only for one year.

(6} PR[oR[T[es. The department shall prioritize grant requests
based on the extent or degree to which the project, or the project
in conjunction with supporting plans, satisfies each of the follow-
ing criteria. Highest priority for funding shall be given to grant
requests which satisfy the roost criteria to the greatest degree, each
criterion being weighted equally. The criteria arc:

rote: Forexample,a$rantrequestthatsatisfies5criteriatoasubstantiallygrcater
degree would receive higher griority for Funding than a request that satisfies 6 criteria
to a much lesser deg^e.

(a) The project satisfies a relevant statewide or department dis-
trict priority need identified in the statewide comprehensive out-
daorrecreation plan needs analysis.

(b) The project preserves land listed on the natural heritage
inventory or restores or preserves an area with significant histori-
cal or cultural value.

(c) The project supports other federal, state or local natural
resource management or pollution control lands or projects.

(d) The project imptements elements of approved water qual-
ity plans.

(e) The project continues land acquisitions in an urban rivers
project that was previously approved by the department.

(f) The project is within a designated scenic urban waterway
under s. 30.275, 5tats.

(g) The project restores, enhances ar preserves natural
resource values and environmental quality within the river corri-
dor.

(h) The project provides and enhances diverse outdoor, natural
resource related recreation opportunities for all segments of the
population. Appropriate outdoor recreation opportunities
include, but are not limited to fishing, wildlife observation, enjoy-
ment of scenic beauty, canoeing, boating, hiking and bicycling,

(i} The project improves public access to the riverfront for all
segments of the population.

(j) The project has substantial community support, including
financial support.

(k) The project involves a joint effort by 2 or more local units
of government.

(L) The project has significant potential for increasing tour-
ism.

(m} The project has significant potential benefits to the overall
economy of the local unit of government.

{n} The project has significant aesthetic value.
History: Cr. Register, ]anuary, 1994, No. 457, eff. 2-1-94; am. (5) (i}, cr. (5} (l}

and (m}, Register, Febntary, 1996, No. A82, erf. 3--1-96.

Register, April, 1998, A'a. 548
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