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Trans 201.01 General. Pursuant to authority contained in
ss. 84.30 and 86.19, Stats., the department of transportation
adopts the following rules to apply to signs along and visible
from the controlled highways in Wisconsin. Section 84.30,
Stats., and these rules apply to the interstate and federal aid pri-
mary systems and the Great River Road established under 23
USC 148, whichare referred to herein as “controlled highways”.
These rules are 50 closely associated with the- Wisconsin Stat-
utes, and make such extensive reference to s. 84.30, Stats., that
it.is essential to refer to both these rules and the law in order to
apply the controls.

History:. Cr.Register, Septcmber, 1972 No. 201, eff 10-1-72; am. Register,
October; 1976, No, 250, eff. 11-1-76; am. Register, May, 1977, No. 257, eff.

6—1—7’5 renum. from' Hy 19:001 and am., Register, July, 1980, No. 295, eff.
8-1-80.

Trans 201.02 Definitions. (1) “Back-to-back”, “side~
by-side”;“bottom-on—top” and “V-shaped” signs means signs
which are physically contiguous-and which share a common
structure, in whole or in part, or are located not more than 15 feet
apart at their nearest pomt in cases of “back—to—back” or “V-
shaped” signs.-

2) “Department” means the department of transportation.

(3) A sign shall be presumed to be designed, erected or in-
tended to be read from the main—traveled way if an advertising
message on the sign is readable from the main-traveled way by
aperson having normal visual acuity traveling at the speed limit.

(4) “Zoned” includes the establishment of districts without
restrictions on.use.

History: Cr. Register, October, 1976, No. 250 eff 11-1- 76; renum. from Hy
19, 005 and am. (2), Regxstcr, July, 1980, No. 295, eff. 8-1-80,

Trans 201.03 Llcensmg -The licensing requirement un-
ders.84.30 (10), Stats., applies to.persons who erect or maintain
on—property signs as- well as to-persons who erect.or maintain
off—premises advertising signs. Persons who erect or maintain
signs-for the purpose .of advertising their own business are not
subject to the licensing requirement. The licensing requirement
does not apply to persons who erect 2 or less signs during the cal-
endar year. Any person who violates the licensing requirement
shall be required to forfeit not less than $500 nor more than
$1000. Vlolatlons shall be. xefened to the proper district attorney

for prosecution.
History: Cr. Register; October, 1976, No. 250; eff. 11-1-76; renum. fromHy
19.006 and am., Reglster, July, 1980, No. 295, eff. 8-1-80.

Trans 201 04 Clear vision areas. Requuements for the
preservation of unobstructed driver vision are established by ss.
86.191 and 84.30(4) (b), Stats., and by these rules, No sign shall
exist or remain in nonconformance with those requirements:

Hlstory' Cr. Register, September, 1972, No. 201, eff. 10-1-72; renum, from
Hy 19.02 and am., Register, July, 1980, No. 295, eff. 8-1-80.

Trans 201.05 Directional and official signs. The fol-
lowing standards apply to directional and official signs and no-
tices which are visible from the main-traveled way of a con-
trolled highway These standards do not apply to directional and
official signs erected on the highway nght—of—way

(1) DErFINITIONS. (a) “Scenic area” means any area of partic-
ular scenic beauty or historical significance as determined by the
federal, state, or local officials having jurisdiction thereof, and
includes interests in land which have been acquued for the resto-
ration, preservation; and enhancement of scenic beauty.

" (b) “Parkland” means any publicly owned land which is des-
ignated or used as a public park, recreation area, wﬂdhfe or wa-
terfowl refuge or historic-site.

~" (c) “Directional and other official signs and notxces 1ncludes
only official signs and notices, public utility signs, service club
and religious notices, public service signs, and directional signs.

(d) “Official signs and notices” means signs and notices
erected and maintained by public officers or public agencies
within their territorial or zoning jurisdiction and pursuant to and
inaccordance with direction or authorization contained in feder-
al, state, or local law for the purposes of carrying out an official
duty or responsibility. - Historical markers authorized by state
law and erected by state or-local government agencies oOr non-
profit historical societies may be considered official signs.

(¢) “Public utility signs™ means warning signs, informational
signs, notices, or markers which are customarily erected and
maintained by publicly or privately owned publlc utlhtles, ases-
sential to their operations.

(f) “Service club and religious notlces means signs and no-
tices, whose erection is authorized by law, relating to meetings
of nonprofit service clubs or charitable associations, or religious
services, which signs do'not exceed 8 square feet in area.

(g) “Public service signs” means signs located on school bus
stop shelters, which signs: !

1. Identify the donor, sponsor, or comnbutox of said shel-
ters;

" 2. Contain public service messages, which shall occupy not
less than 50% of the area of the signs; '

3. Contain no other message;

4. Arelocated on school bus shelters Wthh are authorized
or approved by city, county, or state law, regulation, or ordi-
nance, and at places approved by the city, county, or state agency
controlling the highway involved; and .

5. May notexceed 32 square feetin area. Not more than one
sign on-each shelter shall face in any one direction.

- (h) “Directional signs” means signs containing directional
information about public places owned or operated by federal,
state, or local governments or their agencies; publicly or private-

Register, August, 1996, No. 488




Trans 201.05

ly owned natural phenomena, historic, cultural, scientific,
educational, and religious sites; and areas of natural scenic
beauty or naturally suited for outdoor recreation, deemed to be
in the interest of the traveling public.

(2) CRITERIA FOR DIRECTIONAL AND OTHER OFFICIAL SIGNS (a)
Prohibited signs. 1. Signs advertising activities that are illegal
under federal or state laws or regulations in effect at the location
of those signs or at the location of those activities.

2. Signs located in such a manner as to obscure or otherwise
interfere with the effectiveness of an official traffic sign, signal,
or device, or obstruct or interfere with the driver’s view of ap-
proaching, merging, or intersecting traffic. -

3. Signs which are erected or maintained upon trees-or-

painted or drawn upon rocks or otheér natural features.
4. Obsolete signs.
5. Signs which are structurally unsafe or in distrepair.
6. Signs which move or have any animated or moving parts.
7. Signs located in rest areas, parklands or scenic areas.
(b) Size. 1. No sign shall exceed the following limits:
a. ' Maximum area—150 square feet.
b. - Maximum height—20 feet.
¢. Maximum length—20 feet,
border and trim, but exclude supports.
(c) Lighting. ,Slgns may be illuminated, subject to the follow-
ing:

Au dimensions include

flashing, intermittent, or moyving light or lights are prohibited.
.- 2..-Signs. which are not effectively shielded so as to prevent
beams or rays of light from being directed at any portion of the
traveled way of a controlled highway or which are of such inten-
sity or brilliance as to cause glare or to impair the vision of the

driver of any motor vehicle, or which otherwise interfere with

any . driver’s operation of a motor vehlcle are prohlb,lted

3, No sign may be so illuminated as to interfere with the ef-
fectlveness of or obscure an official traffic sign, device, or sig-
nal.

@ Spacmg 1 Each locatlon of a duectxonal sign must be
appxoved by the department.

-2.-No directional sign may be located w1thm 2 O()O feet of
an interchange or intersection at grade along the interstate sys-
tem orother freeways (measured-along the interstate or freeway
from the nearest point.of the beginning or ending of pavement
widening at the-exit from or entrance to the main traveled way).

3. No directional sign may be located w1thm 2. 000 feet of
a rest area, parkland, or scenic area.

4.a. No2directional signs facing the same duectlon of trav-
el shall be spaced less than 1 mile apart;

"b. Not more ‘than 3 directional signs pertaining to the same
activity and facing the same direction of travel may be erected
along a single routé approaching the activity; ~

c. Slgns located adjacent to the interstate system ‘shall be
within 75 air miles of the activity:'and "

d. Signs located adjacent to the primary system or Great
River Road shall be within 50 air miles of the activity.

(e) Meéssage content. The message on directional signs shall
be limited to the identification of the attraction or activity and
directional information useful to the traveler in locating the at-
traction, such as mileage, route numbers; or exit numbers. De-
scriptive words or phrases, and pictorial or photographic repre-
sentations of the activity or its environs are prohibited.

()" Selection methods and criteria. 1. Privately owned acti-
vities or attractions eligible for directional signing ate limited to
the following: natural phenomena; scenic attractions; historic,
educational, cultural, scientific, and rehglous sites; and outdoor
recreational areas.
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2. To be eligible, privately owned attractions or activities
must be nationally or regionally known, and of outstanding in-
terest to the traveling public.

History: Cr. Register, September, 1972, No. 201, eff, 10-1-72; am. intro, and

(1) (g) 2., Register, October, 1976, No. 250, eff. 11-1-76; am. (intro.), (2) (¢) 2. and
(d). 4., Register, May, 1977, No. 257, eff. 6-1-77; renum. from Hy 19.03 and am.

-intro, and (2) (d) 1., Register, July, 1980, No. 295, eff. 8-1~80.

Trans 201.06 Sign criteria. (1) Signs visible from the
main—traveled way of a controlled highway shall conform to the
requirements of s. 84.30 (4), Stats., and to these rules. On non—

freeway federal—aid primary highways outside of cities-and vil-

lages, no sign may be adjacent to or within 300 feet of an inter-
change, intersection at grade, safety rest area, or-wayside. Said
300 feet shall be measured along the highway from the begin-
ning or ending of the pavement widening at the exit fromor en-
trance to the main~traveled way of the primary highway.
(2) In addition to the spacing criteria of s. 84.30 (4) (¢), Stats.,
s. Trans 201.05 (2) (d), and sub. (1), a permit may not be issued
for an otherwise eligible sign location if the erection of a sign at
that locatlon would obstruct motorists’ view of another lawfully
erected sign.
History: Cr.Register, September,1972 No.201, eff. 10—1—72 renum. from Hy

19.04 and am: Register, July, 1980, No. 295, eff. 8-1-80; cr. (2), Reglster, Iuly,
1983, No. 331, eff. 8-1-83. .

Trans 201.07 Sign permit requirements. (1) Requests
may be submitted to the department for permits to erect or main-
tain specific signs at defined locations in a manner to be visible
from a travel lane of a controlled highway. A separate applica-
tion shall be presented to describe each such sign proposed, shall
be presented on forms furnished by the department, and shall in-
clude all information and exhibits which the application form re-
quires.

(2) A new sign permit shall automatically expire one year af-
ter issuance if the sign permitted has not been erected and the
permit. holder has not received an extension from the depart-
ment. The depaﬂment may-for good cause grant one 6-month

extension of a new sign permit. .

History: Cr. Register, September, 1972, No 201, eff. 10-1 -72; am. Regxster
May, 1977, No. 257, eff. 6-1-77; renum, from Hy 19.07 and am., Register, July,
1980, No. 295, eff. 8-1-80; cr. (2), Register, July, 1983, No. 331, eff. 8-1-83

Trans 201 08 Changes in permltted slgns. ‘State per-
mltted signs may be changed in size, lighting, shape, color
scheme or copy subject to compllance with the following cnte—
ria: -

(1) No change shall result in signing whlch violates s. 84.30,
Stats:, or these rules. Any sign which is found to be in non—com-
pliance will be required to be altered to conform or Iemoved at
the expense of the owner thereof.

(2) Any proposal to change the locatlon of any state per-

mitted sign must be approved by the department in advance of

the physical accomplishment of the change. To proposea change
of thiskind, the applicant shall submit 2 complete new permit ap-
plication together with a request that the prior permit (identified
by its numbet) be cancelled and superseded by the new applica-
tlon

(3) (2) The department may permit directional s1gns to be
changed on a seasonal basis to identify alternate aitractions or
activities. If all of the attractions or activities are listed on the ini-
tial permit application, only a single permit fee shall be charged.
If additional attractions or activities are listed on a later applica-
tion, an additional permit fee shall be chax ged under . TI ans
20113

(b) Approval of the depaxtment is required in advance of any
message change on a directional sign that involves a different at-
traction or activity than originally approved. Message change

AN
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applications under this paragraph are subject to the permit fees
set by s. Trans 201.13.

History: Cr. Register, September, 1972, No. 201, eff. 10~1~72; am. (1), Regis-
ter, October, 1976, No. 250, eff, 11-1-76; renum. from Hy 19.08 and am., Register,
Tuly, 1980, No. 295, eff. 8-1-80; cr. (3), Register, July, 1 1983 No. 331, eﬂ 8-1-83.

Trans 201.09 Removal of illegal signs. Any sign
erected after October 1, 1972, without a permit having been
granted therefor, and any nonconforming sign which subse-
quently violates s. 84.30, Stats., or: these rules, shall be subject
to removal as an illegal sign. Upon removal of an illegal sign, the

owner of the sign shall be given 30 days in which to salvage the,

sign upon payment of actual reasonable costs incurred in remov-
ing the sign. If not salvaged, the sign may be disposed of as the
department deems appropriate.

History: Cr. Register, September, 1972, No. 201, eff. 10-1-72; 1. and recr. Reg-
ister, October, 1976, No. 250, eff. 11~1-76; renum, from Hy 19.09 and am., Regis-
ter, July, 1980 No. 295, eff. 8-1 —80

Trans 201.10 Removal of nonconforming signs.-(1)
Nonconforming signs, as defined by s. 84.30 (5), Stats., shall be
eliminated in accordance with s. 84:30, Stats., and these rules.
Compensation for removal of a nonconforming sign shall be
pald in accordance with s. 84.30 (6) to (8), Stats., prov1ded the
sign has complied with the conditions in sub. (2).

(2) In order to lawfully mairitain and continue a2 nonconform-
ing sign, or a so—called grandfathered sign unders. 84.30 (3) (),
Stats., the following conditions apply:

(a) The sign must have been actually in existence at the time
the applicable state law became effective, except where a permit

for the construction of a sign was glanted by the state pnor tothe

effective date of the state law and the sign owner acted in good
faith and expended sums in reliance thereorn. This exception
shall not apply in instances where large numbers of permits were
applied for and issued to a single sign owner, obviously i in antici-
pation of the passage of a state control law. -

(b) There must be existing property nghts inthe sign affected
by the state law. :

(c) The sign may be sold, leased, or otherwise transferred
without affecting its status, but its location may not be changed.
A nonconforming sign removed as a result of a right-of-way

taking or for any other reason may be relocated to a conforming

area but cannot be Ie—estabhshed atanew-location as a noncon-
forming use.

(d) The sign must have been lawful on the effectlve date of

the state law and must continue to be lawfully maintained.

(e) The sign must remain substantially the same as it was on
the effective date of the state law, and may not be enlarged. Rea-
sonable repair and maintenance of the sign, including a change
of advertising message, is not a change which would terminate
nonconforming rights. Customary maintenance ceases and a
substantial change occurs if repairs or maintenance, excluding
message changes, on a sign exceeds 50% of the xeplacement
costs of the sign.

(f) The sign'may continue as long as itis not desuoyed aban-
doned or discontinued. A sign shall be considered destxoyed if
itis damaged in excess of 50% of its replacement cost. Any sign
destroyed by criminal or tortious acts may be replaced upon a
showing by the sign owner that the sign was so destroyed and
upon written approval from the district office. Applications for
replacement signs shall be submitted to the district office. If the
district office fails to send notice of its decision within 10 days
after it receives an application, the sign owner may assume that
replacement has been approved. As an alternative to replace-
ment, the district office and sign owner may negotiate for the ac-
quisition of the sign which was so destroyed. Approvals of re-
placements . shall contain such terms and conditions as are
necessary to ensure that the replacement sign is essentially: the
same as the sign destroyed. A sign is abandoned or discontinued
if for a period of 12 months or longer it is composed of obsolete

Trans 201.14

advertising matter or is without advertising matter or is in need
of substantial repair, provided that any period of involuntary dis-
continuance which occurs during the period a highway is closed
shall not be considered. A sign is abandoned if the name of the -
owner does not appear thereon and if the name and address of
the current owner are not readily ascertainable from records on
file with the department.

(3) Since the provisions of sub. (2) reflect the law of this state
with respect to the treatment of nonconforming uses and the de-
rivative policy of the department with respect to nonconforming
signs, the adoption of sub. (2) shall not be construed to-affect the
apphcabxhty or validity of such state law or derivative policy

prior to the adoption of sub. (2).

History:. Cr. Register, September, 1972, No. 201, eff. 10~1--72; r and recr: Reg-
ister, October, 1976, No. 250, eff. 11-1-76; renum. fromHy 19.10 and am. (1), (2)
(intro.) and (f), Register, July, 1980, No. 295, eff. 8-1-80.

Trans 201.11 Access to permitted signs. No person
shall gain access to any permitted sign from the travel lane, inter-
change ramp, or right of way of any interstate highway or free-
way on the federal—aid primary system.

History: Cr. Register, September, 1972, No. 201, eff. 10-1-72; renum, from
Hy 19.11, Register, July, 1980, No. 295, eff. 8-1-80.

Trans 201.12 Signson federal-aid urban system ex-
empted. . Signs which are along and visible from highways
which are on the specific system designated as the “federal-aid
urban system” are exempted provided such signs are not also
visible from a controlled highway not on the*“federai—aid urban

system.”

History: Cr. Reglstex, September, 1972 No. 201, eff. 10-1-72; am. Register,
May, 1977, No. 257, eff. 6~1-77; renum. fromHy 19.12, Register, July, 1980, No.
295, eff. 8-1-80..

Trans 201.13 Permit fees. Slgns erected after March 18,
1972 and found to comply with s. 84.30, Stats., and with these
rules, will be permitted upon payment of a permit issuance fee.
This permit issuance fée schedule may be adjusted by the depart-
ment as necessary to offset admmlstIatlvc costs, but is initially
established as follows

5.

(1) Signs 8 squale feet & less ........ $ :
(2)-.. Signs 9 to 32 square feet, Inclusive: . o $ .10,
(3) : Signs 33 to 150 squarefeet, Incluswe weneas 08200
-(4) - Signs 151 to 1200 square feet; Inclusive . ... $ 50.

(5) " Signs over 1200 square feet . . $ 100,

History: Cr. Reglster September, 1972, No. 201 eff 10—1—72 an. intro. Reg-
ister, October, 1976, No. 250, eff. 11-1-76; renum. from Hy 19,14 and am., Regis~
ter, July, 1980, No. 295, eff. 8-1-80.

Trans 201.14 'Sign removal. (1) DEerNITIONS. In this
section:

(a) “Nontourist—oriented ' directional "advertising sign”
means any sign whlch is not covered by the définition in par. (b)
or (0.

(b) “Tounst—ouented directional advertising sign” means
any sign giving directional information related to any of the fol-
lowing types of businesses or activities:

1. Places of public lodging. .

* 2..Places where food is served to the public on a regular ba-

sis. - , : ,
3. Places where automotive fuel or emergency automotive
tepair services are regularly available to the public.

4. Educational institutions.

5. Places of religious WOIShlp

6.-. Public or private recreation areas, mcludmg camp-
grounds, wildlife and waterfow] refuges, and nature trails.

7. Plays, concerts and fairs: :

8. Antique and gift shops.

- 9. Agricultural products in a natural state, 1nc1udmg vegeta-
bles and fruit.
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(c) “Signs advertising products” means signs advertising
only products.

(2) PrioriTiES. (2) Nonconforming signs shall be removed
orrelocated in the order listed below:

1. First, signs advertising products of general avarlabrhty in
commercial channels.
2. Second, nontourist—oriented directional advertising
signs. ’ ‘

3. Last, tourist-oriented directional advertising signs.

(b). The priority system shall be implemented on a district—
by-district basis, The department shall coordinate the priority
system program to accomplish an equitable statewide progres-
sion from one priority category to.the next; provided that sig‘rs
in par. (a) 3. may not be removed or relocated until all srgns in
par (a) 1. and 2. are removed or relocated.

= (8)- SPECIAL CASES. Notwrthstandmg the general provisions

in:sub..(2):

(a) The priority system applies only to nonconforming signs.
Top priority shall continue to be given to the removal of illegal
and abandoned signs:

(b) Signs may be acquired regardless of pnority category in
hardship and other cases where acquisition of the signs is volun-
tarily negotiated between the sign owner and the department.

(c) The priority system does not apply to sign removals ne-
cessitated by a highway improvement project.-

“{(d) The priority system does not apply to signs removed in
accordance with a scenic easement or preservation project.

(e) ‘If the removal or relocation of a sign is delayed because
of a pending lawsuit or contested case under ch. 227; Stats., that
sign shall not be considered in determining whether the removal
or relocation of signs in a priority category has been completed.

(f) The priority system does not apply to sign removals nec-
essary tomaintain the state’s eligibility for federal payments un-
der-the bonus program established by 23 USC 131 (]) and 23
CFR 750.101-750.110.

(4) Reports. (a) The department shall make reports to the
appropriate standing committees of the legislature at the
completion of each priority- category and' before progressing
from one priority category to the next, as providedin sub. (2) (b).

(b) The department shall make reports to the appropriate
standing committees of the legislature on June 1 and November
1 of each year untﬂ all signs have been removed under s. 84,30,
Stats.

(5) GENERAL PROVISIONS. The advertising message on signs
may be changed so as to move a sign from one priority category
to another; however, once an acquisition order fora sign project
is approved by the department, signs covered by the order will
be removed regardless of changes made in the advertismg mes-

sage after the acquisition order is approved.

History: Cr. Register, January, 1977, No. 253, eff. 2-1-77; renum. from Hy
19.25 and am. (1) (a) and (b) (intro.), (2) (a) 2. and 3., (2) (b), (3) (b) and (e), (4)
and.(5); Register, July, 1980, No. 295, eff. 8-1-80; cr. (3):(f), Reglster, August,
1980, No. 296, eff. 9-1-80. L

Trans 201.15 Electronic Signs. (1) PurPOSE. The pur-
pose of this ‘section is to set standards for the use of electronic
signs in accordance with 23 USC 131 (c) (3) and (]) and s. 84.30
(4) (b), Stats.

(2) DerFmTIONS. In this section:

(a) “Electronic sign” means an outdoor advertising sign, dis-
play or device whose message may be changed by electronic
process, and includes the device known in the outdoor advertis-
ing industry as a commercial electronic variable message sign.

(b) “Message” means anything displayed on'an:electronic
sign, including copy, art animations and graphics.

(c):“Public service information” means a message on an elec-
tronic sign which provides the time, date, temperature, weather,
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or-information concerning civic, charitable or other noncom-
mercial activities.

(d) “Segmented message” means any message or distinct
subunit of a message presented by means of at least one display
change on an electronic sign

(e) “Traveling message” means a message which appears to
move across an electronic sign.

“(3) RESTRICTIONS. (a) Electronic signs may be used only to
advertise activities conducted or goods and services available on
the property on which the srgns are Jocated or to present pubhc
service information,

(b) No message may be displayed for less than one—half of
a second.

(c) No message may be repeated at interyals of less than 2
seconds.

(d) No segmented message may last longer than 10'seconds.

‘(e)- No traveling message may travel at arate slower than 16
light columns per second or faster than 32 columns per second.

(f) No electronic-sign lamp may be illuminated to a degree

of brightness that is greater than necessary for adequate visibili-.

ty:‘Signs found to be too bright shall be adjusted in accordance
with the instructions of the department.
(g) As on—property signs, electronic signs are subject to s.

84.30 (3) (c), Stats.
History: Cr. Register, July, 1983, No. 331, eff. 8-1-83.

" Trans 201.16 Political signs. (1) DEFNITIONS. “Politi-
cal sign” means a sign erected for the purpose of soliciting sup-
port for or opposition to a candidate or a political party or relat-
ingtoa referendum question in an election held under the laws
of this state.

2 EXEMPI’ION A polmcal sign which would otherwise be
subject to the permit requirement of s, Trans 201.07, is exempted
if all of the following conditions are satisfied:

(@ The sign does not exceed 32 square feet in surface area.

(b). The srgn is erected entirely on private property with the
property owner’s consent.

©. The s1gn is-erected less than 45 days before the election
for which it is intended and is removed within 7-days after the
election except that a sign erected before a primary election may
remainin place until 7 days after the next following general elec-
tion if the sign solicits support for.a candidate, pohtlcal party or
referendum question that is before the electorate in both the pri-
mary. and the general election.

(d) The sign does not contain flashing lights or moving parts.

or in any other way fail to conform with s. 84. 30 (4) (b), Stats.
“(e) - The sign is not erected in a location where it constitutes

a traffic hazard.
History: Cr. Register, July, 1983, No 331, eff 8—1—83 am. (2) (e), Register,
July, 1996 No. 487 eff. 8—1-—96 )

Trans 201.17 Real estate signs. (1) DermNITION. “Real
estate sign” means a sign advertising the sale or lease of land
upon which it is located or of a building on that land.

“(2) APPLICABILITY. A'teal estate sign that is erected along an
interstate highway is sub]ect to the permit requlrement of s.
Trans 201.07.

 (3) EXEMPTION. A real estate sign that is erected along acon-
trolled highway other than an interstate highway is exempted
from the permit requirement of s. Trans 201 07 if all of the fol-
lowing conditions are satisfied:

(a) The srgn does not exceed 32 square feet in surface area.

(b) There is no more than one real estate sign on the property
facing each direction of travel for each controlled hlghway from
which a sign on the property is visible.

-.(c) The:sign does not contain flashing lights or moving parts
or in any other way fail to conform with s. 84.30 (4) (b), Stats.

‘,:«_Av.... .

S




P

257 DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

(d) The sign is not erected in a location where it constitutes
a traffic hazard.

(e) -The sign is not erected until the property is actually of-
fered for sale or lease, and is removed within 7 days after the

property has been sold or leased.

Note: The term “controlled hxghway as used in sub. (3) has the meaning set
forth in s. Trans 201.01.

History: Cr. Register, July, 1983, No. 331, eff. 8-1-83.

Trans 201.18 Farm and agricultural test plot signs.
(1) DermviTIONS. (a) “Agricultural test plot sign” means a sign
used to mark test plot areas on a farm and includes a sign identi-
fying the manufacturer of the seed being tested.

(b) “Farm sign” means a sign located on farm property which
identifies the farm oradvertises a farm product produced on that
farm.

(2) FArM SIGN EXEMPTION. A farm sign that would otherwise
be subject to the permit requirement of s. Trans 201.07 is ex-
empted if all of the following conditions are satisfied:

(a) The sign conforms with the on—property sign criteria con-
tained in s. 84.30 (3) (¢), Stats.

(b) The sign does not contain flashing lights, moving parts,
or in any other way fail to conform to s. 84.30 (4) (b), Stats.

(c) The sign is not erected in a location where it constitutes .

a traffic hazard.

(3) AGRICULTURAL TEST PLOT SIGNS. Agricultural test plot
sign displays are subject to the permit requirement of s. Trans
201.07, and the following provisions:

(a) One permit shall cover all the signs in an agricultural test
plot sign display. Permit fees shall be based on the total surface
areas of all signs in the display.

(b) There may be no more than one sign facing traffic in each
direction that identifies the test plot and the seed manufacturer.
Such a sign must be located within SO feet of the test plot that it
identifies.

(c) Signs shall be permitted only during the growing season
and shall be removed within 7 days after harvest of the test plot
crop is completed and in any event shall be removed prior to No-
vember 1 of each year.

(d) Row markers and variety markers may not contain identi-
fication of the seed manufacturer,

History: Cr. Register, July, 1983, No. 331, eff. 8-1-83,

Trans 201.19 On-property signs. (1) PUrRPOSE. The
purpose of this section is to interpret the provisions of s. 84.30
(3) (c), Stats., relating to on—property signs.

(2) DEFINITION. “On-property sign” means a sign advertis-
ing activities conducted on the property on which it is located.
This includes a sign which consists solely of the name of an es-
tablishment and a sign which identifies the establishment’s prin-
cipal product or services offered on the premises.

(3) Narrow sTrRIPS. Where the sign site is located at or near
the end of a narrow strip contiguous to the advertised activity, the
sign site shall not be considered part of the premises on which
the activity being advertised is conducted. A narrow strip shall
include any configuration of land which is such that it cannot be
put to any reasonable use related to the activity other than for
signing purposes.

(4) PROPERTIES FLANKED BY 2 CONTROLLED HIGHWAYS. (a)
When a property may contain signs visible from 2 controlled
highways, the department interprets s. 84.30 (3) (c) 1., Stats., to
allow up to 4 single—faced or 2 double—faced signs on the prop-
erty, with one sign exposure visible and designed to be read from
each of 4 different directions of travel.

(b) Whether or not a property may contain signs visible from
2 controlled highways, the department interprets s. 84.30 (3) (c)
2, Stats., to allow only one extra on—property sign exposure.

History: Cr. Register, July, 1983, No. 331, eff, 8-1-83

Trans 201.21

Trans 201.20 Local certification. (1) Purpose. The
purpose of this section is to set out the standards employed by
the department in making determinations of customary use un-
ders. 84.30 (4) (intro.), Stats., which are used for certifying local
sign control ordinances to the federal highway administration
under 23 USC 131 (d). -

(2) ArpLicaBiLITY. This section applies to local certification
applications filed by counties, cities, villages or towns after Au-
gust 1, 1983, and to applications for the re—certification of pre-
viously certified ordinances filed after that date.

(3) DermNTION. “Local certification” means the depart-
ment’s acceptance, under s. 84.30 (4) (intro.), Stats., of a local
zoning authority’s determination of customary use as to the size,
lighting and spacing of outdoor advertising signs in the zoned
commercial or industrial areas of the locality.

(4) INVENTORY. An apphcauon for-local-certification must
include a copy of the local zoning ordinance and an inventory of
all existing signs within the area to be certified.

(5) OrRDINANCE. The local determination of customary use
shall be in the form of an ordinance. The department shall accept
for certification an ordinance that meets the other requirements
of this section, that includes provisions ensuring effective en-
forcement and that conforms to and complies with the follow-
ing:

(a) The local zoning authority’s controls shall include the
regulation of size, of lighting and of spacing of signs, in all com-
mercial and industrial zones.

(b) Unless a Wisconsin statute or administrative rule requires
otherwise, the local zoning authority’s controls may be either
more or léss restrictive than the appropriate controls set forth in
the agreement in effect between the department and the secre-
tary of transportation of the United States entered pursuant to s.
84.30 (12), Stats.

(¢) If alocal zoning authority has extraterritorial zoning ju-
risdiction under s. 62.23 (7a), Stats., and exercises control of
signs in commercial and in industrial zones within this extrater-
ritorial zoning jurisdiction, sign control by that local zoning au-
thority may be accepted in lieu of the otherwise applicable con-
trol within the extraterritorial zoning jurisdiction.

(d) The department shall notify the federal highway adminis-
tration in writing of those zoning jurisdictions wherein a local
zoning authority’s controls apply and shall periodically assure
itself that the size, lighting and spacing control provisions of
each applicable local zoning ordinance certified under this sec-
tion are actually being enforced by the appropriate local zoning
authority.

(e) Nothing in this section shall diminish the department’s
authority or relieve the department from responsibility to limit
signs within controlled areas of commercial and industrial
zones.

Note: Each of the provisions in sub. (5) (2) through (¢) aré based upon the provi—
sions of 23 CFR 750.706 (c).

(6) NONCONFORMING SIGNS. The ordinance shall commit the
local government to pay the full costs of removing any signs
erected after local certification is granted which acquire noncon-
forming status under state law. This shall include any liability of
the state or federal government under s. 84.30 (6), Stats., or 23
USC 131 (g). The department shall require a bond or insurance
policy to cover this commitment as a condition of local certifica-
tion.

History: Cr. Register, July, 1983, No. 331, eff. 8-1-83.

Trans 201.21 Local acquisition of signs. (1) PURPOSE.
The purpose of this section is to interpret s. 84.30 (6) and (15),
Stats., as these provisions affect the removal of signs along con-
trolled highways under local ordinances.

(2) CoMPENSATION. (a) This section applies to local govern-
ment sign acquisitions in which s. 84.30 (6), Stats., requires

Register, August, 1996, No. 488




Trans 201.21

compensation for the removal of a lawful nonconforming sign
under a local ordinance. This section does not attempt to address
the validity of local sign amortization ordinances adopted before
the enactment.of the “just compensation” amendments to the
state and federal sign control laws (s. 84.30 (6), Stats., as
amended by ch. 253, laws of 1979, effective May 10, 1980; 23
USC 131 (g).as amended by PL.-95-599, s. 122, effective No-
vember-6; 1978) or the validity of the application of such local
ordinances after the enactment of these -amendments.

(b) A local government may not remove a lawful noncon-
forming sign for which compensation is required-under s. 84.30

(6), Stats., unless at the time of removal the department certifies :

that sufficient funds are available to pay just compensation for
the sign. If sufficient funds are not available from state or federal

sources, or both, the department may certify that availability of

sufficient funds upon deposit of the required amount with the de-
partment from any source. The department shall determine the

Register, August, 1996, No. 488
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availability of state and federal funds by evaluating overall state
obligations under the sign control program and the priority re-
quirements of s. Trans 201.14. The department shall determine
the required amount for deposit by evaluating the local govern-
ment appraisal and conducting any further appraisal or inves-
tigation that appears to be necessary to ensure that the estimated
compensation requirement is accurate.

(3) REVIEW. The department may periodically review a de-
posit required under sub. (2) and for good cause may raise or
lower the amount required. B

History: Cr. Register, July, 1983, No. 331, eff. 8-1-83.

Trans 201.22 Effect of rule. Nothing in s. Trans 201.20
0r:201.21 creates any new. obligations upon any local unit of
government to' pay compensation for the removal of a lawful
nonconforming sign beyond any obligations to compensate that
may already be in effect under other state or federal laws..

Mistory: - Cr. Register, July, 1983, No. 331, eff. 8-1-83.
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