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Subchapter I-Administration and Enforcement

Comm 66.01 Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to
establish uniform statewide construction standards and inspection
procedures for multifamily dwellings in accordance with the re-
quirements of ss. 101.14 (4m) and 101,971 to 101,976, Stats.

Note: This chapter cannot address every conceivable design option. Pointsofcode
application and clarification and formal code interpretations will be addressed and
issued from time to time and will be published in the monthly Msconsin 8uitding
Codes Report available from the Safety and Buildings Division, P.O. Box 7969, Mad-
ison, Wisconsin 53707.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471; eff. 4-1-95.

Comm 66.02. Scope. (1) The requirements of this ehap-
ter apply to all of the following:. .

(a)Every multifamily dwelling as defined in s. Comm 66.03
which is constructed after April 1, 1995.

(b) Every addition to an existing multifamily dwelling which
is constructed after April 1, 1995.

(c) Any building or portion of a building which is converted
to a multifamily dwelling after April 1, 1995, except as provided
in s. Comm 66.025.

(d) All remodeling or alteration which affects the structural
strength, fire hazard, exits, or required natural lighting, or the re-
placement of major equipment, for a multifamily dwelling
constructed after April 1, 1995. These requirements do not apply
to minor repairs necessary for the maintenance of any building.

(2) Dormitories, rooming houses, and other places of abode
that are within the scope of ch. Comm 57 are not included in the
scope of this chapter.

Subchapter It-Occupancy Requirements
Comm 66.32 Construction.
Comm 66.33 Allowable area and height.
Comm 66.335 Access roadways for fire apparatus,
Comm 66.34 Number and location of exits.
Comm 66.345 Egress within dwelling units,
Comm 66.35 Capacity of buildings and exits.
Comm 66.36 Type of exits.
Comm 66,37 Doors.
Comm 66.38 Exit steps, stairs, and ramps in nondwelling unit portions.
Comm 66.39 Steps, stairs, and ramps within dwelling units.
Comm 66.40 Handrails and guardrails.
Comm 66.41 Enclosure of shafts, exit stairways, and other vertical openings.
Comm 66.42 Exit access corridors.
Comm 66.43 Illumination of exits and exit signs.
Comm 66.44 Habitable rooms with floors below grade.
Comm 66.45 . Sanitary facilities.
Comm 66.46 Natural light and ventilation.
Comm 66.465 Ceiling height.
Comm 66A66 Recycling space.
Comm 66A7 Isolation of hazards.
Comm 66A75 Protection of openings.
Comm 66A8 Standpipes.
Comm 66.49 Smoke detection.
Comm 66.50 Fire alarms.
Comm %51 Fire extinguishers.

Subchapter III --Construction Standards and Definitions
Comm 66.60 Construction standards and definitions.

Subchapter IV-Electrical Standards
Comm 66.61 Electrical standards,

Subchapter V--Plumbing
Comm 66.62 Plumbing.

(3) The scope of this chapter does not extend to driveways,
sidewalks, landscaping, and other similar features not having an
impact on a multifamily dwelling.

Motet Building inspectors and fire inspectors have separate responsibilities in the
overall enforcement of this chapter. Norially, a bui Iding inspector has primary re-
sponsibility during construction of abuilding, while a fire inspector has primary re-
sponsibility after a building is completed.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No, 471, eff, 4-1--95.

Comte 66.025 Historic building code. Buildings quali-
fied under ch. Comm 70 as being historic and which are elected
to be subject to that code are not required to conform to any of the
provisions of this chapter which are addressed by ch, Comm 70.

History: Cr, Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95.

Comm 66.03 Definitions. In this chapter:
(1) "Apartment building" means any building containing 3 or

more attached dwelling units, whether designated as apartment
house, tenement, rowhouse, townhouse, garden apartment, or any
other name.

(2) "Bedroom" means a room designed or intended to provide
a space for sleeping, or a room designated as "study" or "den" that
contains or is adjacent to a closet.

(3) "Condominium" means a multifamily dwelling subject to
condominium declaration under ch, 703, Stats.

(4) "Dwelling unit" has the meaning given in s. 101.61 (1),
Stats.

Note: Section I01.61 (1), Stats., reads in part: "Dwelling unit" means a structure
or that part of a structure which is used or intended to be used as a home, residence
or sleeping place by one person or by 2 or more persons maintaining a common
household, to the exclusion of all others.

(4m) "Housing for the elderly" means a residential occupan-
cy building the construction of which is financed by governmental
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agencies with occupancy limited to people meeting specific age
or disability criteria as specified by the financing agency.

(5) "Loft" means a dwelling unit's upper room or floor that has
at least 50% of the common wall open to the floor below.,

(6) "Multifamily dwelling" has the meaning given in s.
101.971 (2), Slats.

Note: Section 101.971 (2), Stats., reads: "Multifamily dwelling" means an apart-
ment building, rowhouse, town house, condominium or manufactured building, as
defined in s. 101.71 (6), that does not exceed 60 feet in height or 6 stories and that
consists of 3 ormore attached dwelling units the initial construction of which is begun
on or after January 1, 1993. "Multifamily dwelling" does not include a facility li-
censed under ch. 50.

Note; Section 101.71 (6), Stats., reads: (a) "Manufactured building" means any
structure or component thereof which is intended for use as a dwelling and:

1. Is of closed construction and fabricated or assembled on-site or off-site in
manufacturing facilities for installation, connection, or assembly and installation, at
the building site; or

2. Is a building of open construction which is made or assembled in manufacturing
facilities away from the building site for installation, connection, or assembly and
installation, on the building site andfor which certification is sought bythemanufac-
turer,

(b) "Manufactured building" does not mean any manufactured home or mobile
home under s, 101.91 or any building or open construction which is not subject to par.
(a) 2.

(7) "Municipality" means any city, village, town, or county in
this state.

(8) "Nondwelling unit portions" has the meaning given in s.
101.14 (4m) (a) 4., Stats. 	 -

Note: Section 10 1. 14 (4m) (a) 4., Stats.,reads: "Nondwellingunitportione'means
the common use areas of a multifamily dwelling, including corridors, stairways,
basements, cellars, vestibules, atriums, community rooms, laundry rooms or swim-
ming pool rooms.

Note: Under this definition, an attached garage that serves a single dwelling unit
is not part of the nondwelling unit portions, because that garage is not a common use
area.

(9) "Ramp" means a sloping floor or walk and the necessary
platforms or landings connecting them to form a continuous pas-
sage from one elevation to another.

(10) "Rowhouse" and "Townhouse" mean a building not
more than 3 stories in height, arranged to accommodate 3 or more
attached, vertically separated, side--by--side or back-to-back
dwelling units, with each dwelling unit served by anindividual ex-
terior exit within 6 feet of the exit discharge grade...

(11) "Stairway" means one or more flights of steps and the
necessary platforms or landings connecting them to form a contin-
uous passage from one elevation to another.

(12) "Ave hour fire resistance" has the meaning given in s.
101.14 (4m) (a) 5m., Stats.

Note: Section 101.14 (4m) (a) 5m., Stats., reads: "ltvo--tour fire resistance"
means 2-]tour fire separations for ali walls that separate dwelling units, exit corridors
and exit stair enclosures and for all floors and ceilings, so that the specified walls,
floors and ceilings are capable of resisting fire for a period not shorter than 2 hours.

- (13) "Type X gypsum wallboard" means conforming to the
type X specifications in ASTM C 36, as adopted by reference in
s, Comm 51.25.

lilstory: Cr. Register, March, 1995,No. 47 1, efi:4-1-95; (4m) renum. from ILHR
51.01 (71o), ant. (10), Register, June, 1996, No, 486, eff, 7--1-96.

Comm 66.04 Limitations. (1) MUNICIPAL ORDINANCES.

(a) Except as provided in pars. (b) to (d), no municipality may en-
act an ordinance on any subject falling within the scope of this
chapter, including establishing restrictions on the occupancy of
dwellings, for any reason other than noncompliance with the pro-
visions of this chapter. This chapter does not apply to occupancy
requirements occurring after the first occupancy for residential
purposes following the final inspection,

(b) This chapter may not be construed to affect local requim-
ments relating to land use, zoning, property line requirements, or
other similar requirements. This chapter does not affect the right
of municipalities to establish safety regulations for the protection
of the public from hazards at a construction site.

(d) A municipality may regulate the construction and installa-
tion of windows and doors in multifamily dwellings if the regula-
tion is related to preventing illegal entry.

(e) Under subch. VI of eh. 101, Slats., only a municipality with
a preexisting stricter sprinkler ordinance as specified under par.
(g) may enact an ordinance requiring the automatic fire sprinkler
system protection or 2-hour fire resistance specified in s, 101.14
(4m)(d) and (e), Slats. Under s. 101.14 (4m)(am), Slats., no mu-
nicipality may enact an ordinance specifying thresholds for sprin-
kler protection or fire resistance that differ from s. Comm 66.33
(1)(a) or s. 10 1, 14 (4m)(d) and (e), Stats. Specifying the thresh-
olds in s. 10 1. 14 (4m)(d) and (c) does not enable a municipality
to depart from any other criteria or procedure in this chapter.

Note; See Appendix A for a tabular listing of the thresholds in s. 101.14
(4m)(d) and (e), Stats„ and for a listing of the municipalities that the department
believes have a preexisting stricter sprinkler ordinance.

(f) A municipality may not require backflow protection for au-
tomatic fire sprinkler systems connected to plumbing systems ex-
cept where specified in ch. Comm 82.

(g) This chapter does not affect municipal requirements con-
tained in a "preexisting stricter sprinkler ordinance," as provided
in s. 101.975 (3), Slats.

Note: Section 101.975 (3), Stats., reads: In this subsection, "preexisting stricter
sprinkler ordinance" means an ordinance that fulfills all of the following require-
ments:

1. The ordinancerequires an automatic sprinklersystem in multifamily dwellings
containing 20 or less attached dwelling units.

2.71e ordinance was in effect on January 1, 1992. and remains in effect on May
1, 1992.

3. The ordinance does not conform to this subchapter ands. 101.02 (7m) or is con-
trary to an order of the department under ss. 101.01 to 101.25.

4. The ordinance is more stringent than the corresponding provision of this sub-
chapters or s. 101.02 or the contrary provision of an order of the department under
ss. 101.01 to 101.25.

If a political subdivision has a preexisting stricter sprinkler ordinance, that ordi-
nance remains in effect, except that the political subdivision may amend the ordi-
nance to conform to this and s. 101.02 (7m) and to be not contrary to an order of the
department under ss, 101.01 to 101.25.

(2) LEGAL RESPONSISiLiTy, The department or the municipali-
ty having jurisdiction may not assume legal responsibility for the
design or construction of multifamily dwellings.

(3) Rm-RoAc'flvlTV; The requirements of this chapter are not
retroactive.

(4) INNOVATIVE DWELLINGS. No part of this chapter is intended
to prohibit or discourage the construction of innovative multifam-
ily dwellings, such as a building built below. ground, a geodesic
dome, a concrete building, a fiberglass building, or any other non-
conventional structure, provided written approval from the de-
partment is obtained. Under this section, written approval from
the department includes an acceptance through preliminary de-
sign consultation, plan review, petition for variance, official code
interpretations, material approval, or other written forms of ap-
proval,

(5) CHANCE of USE, (a) If the use of an existing building is
changed to a multifamily dwelling and the requirements of this
chapter are more stringent than those for the previous use, the
building shall be made to comply with the requirements of this
chapter except as provided in this subsection,

(b) The requirements for the new use may be modified through
written approval of the department.

(c) An existing building undergoing a change of use will not
be required to comply with the barrier-free environment provi-
sions of s. Comm 52.04 unless the building undergoes physical re-
modeling in accordance with the percentages established in s.
Cotnm 57.79.

Note: These exceptions do not allow exemption from the standards in the federal
Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines.

(c) Any municipality may, by ordinance, require permits and	 (d) If, upon inspection of an existing building, it is found that
fees for any construction, additions, alterations, or repairs not the use has changed and the building does not comply with the re-
within the scope of this chapter. 	 quirements of this chapter that were in effect at the time of the
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change, the building shall he made to comply with those require-
ments.

History: Cr, Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95; am. (p (e), Register,
June, 1996, No. 186, eff. 7--1-96.

Comm.66.05 Jurisdiction. (1) MUNICIPAL JURISDICTION.

Pursuant to ss. 101.14 (4m) and 101.975, Stats., municipalities
may exercise jurisdiction over the construction and inspection of
new multifamily dwellings. Municipalities intending to exercise
jurisdiction shall adopt this chapter in its entirety. No.additional
standards within the scope of this chapter may be adopted by the
municipality unless specific approval has been granted by the de-
partment pursuant to s. Comm 66.27.

(2) DEPARTMENT JURISDICTION. Pursuant to s, 101.14 (4m),
Stats., the department will administer and enforce this chapter in
any municipality that has not adopted or is not covered by an ordi-
nance in accordance with this section.

(3) UNIFORMITY. Pursuant to s. 101.972, Slats., this chapter
shall be applied uniformly throughout the state. The responsibil-
ity for uniform interpretation and application of this chapter ulti-
mately rests with the department, Pursuant to ss. 101.972 and
101.974, Stats., the department may consult with the multifamily
dwelling code council established under s. 15.227 (20), Slats., in
applying or modifying this chapter.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, off. 4--1-95.

Comm 66,06 Designing requirements. (1) DESIGN.
Every new building or alteration to a building shall be designed
in compliance with this chapter.

(2) BUILDINGS CONTAINING NOT MORE THAN 50,000 CUBIC FEET
TOTAL vol uME. The plans and specifications for every new build-
ing or alteration to a building, containing not more than 50,000 cu-
bic feet total volume, or addition to a building in which the volume
of the addition results in the entire building containing not more
than 50,000 cubic feet total volume, may be prepared by a regis-
tered architect, engineer, designer, contractor, or an authorized
agent.
:. (3) BUILDINGS CONTAINING MORE THAN 50,000 CU131C FEBTTOTAL

voLuNin. The plans and specifications for every new building or
alteration to a building, containing more than 50,000 cubic feet to-
tal volume, or addition to a building in which the volume of the
addition results in the entire building containing more than 50,000
cubic feet total volume, shall be designed as follows:

(a) Building or structural design. The plans and specifications
for the design of the building shall be prepared, signed, and sealed
by a Wisconsin registered architect or engineer.

(b) Heating, ventilating, and air conditioning design. The
plans and specifications for the heating, ventilating, and aircondi-
tioning system shall be prepared, signed, and sealed by a Wiscon-
sin registered architect, engineer, or designer of heating, ventila-
tion, and air conditioning systems.

(c) Eneigy conservation design. The plans and specifications
for. energy conservation design shall be prepared, signed, and
scaled by a Wisconsin registered architect, engineer, or designer
of heating, ventilation, and air conditioning systems.

(d) Fire protection design. The plans and specifications for a
fire protection system shall be prepared, signed, and sealed by a
Wisconsin registered architect, engineer, or designer of fire
protection systems.

Note: Sees. Comm 51.01 (139a) for definition of total volume.
Note: The above terms "registered architect, engineer, or designer" mean a regis-

tered architect, registered professional engineer, or designer as defined by the laws
regulating the practice ofengineering and architecture, as found inch.443, Stats. Do-
signers are restricted to the specific limitations outlined in s. A  5.06. See s. A-B
2.02 for rules pertaining to signing, scaling, and dating of plans prepared by regis-
teredarchitects, registered engineers, or designers, In par. (d),"desiigner"also owns
a licensed automatic fire sprinkler contractor.

Note: According to s, 87,30, Stats, every building, structure, fill, or development
that is placed or maintained within any flood plain is required to satisfy local or state
regulations adopted pursuant to that section.

History; Cr, Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95.

Comm 66.07 Plans, specifications, and calcula-
tions prepared outside Wisconsin. (1) GENERAL. Plans,
specifications, and calculations for multifamily dwellings under
s. Comm 66.06 (3) may be prepared by an architect or engineer
registered outside of the state of Wisconsin provided the condi-
tions of this section are satisfied.

(2) REGISTRATTGN, The state agency or entity that registers the
architect or engineer shall be an agency or entity recognized by the
department of regulation and licensing as having equivalent stan-
dards for registration.

(3) SEAL. The plans, specifications, and calculations shall
bear the signature and seal or stamp of a registered architect or reg-
istered engineer.

(4) CERTIFICATE. A certificate that is dated, signed, and sealed
by an architect or engineer registered in Wisconsin shall be at-
tached to the plans, specifications, aild calculations. The certifi-
cate shall indicate that the plans, specifications, and calculations
were prepared in a state other than Wisconsin by an architect or
professional engineer registered in that state; describe the work
performed by the Wisconsin registered architect or engineer, state
that the plans and specifications have been reviewed and comply
with this chapter; and state that the reviewing architect or engineer
will be responsible for the supervision of the construction in ac-
cordance with the requirements in s. Comm 66.09.

History; Cr, Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95.

Comm 66.09 supervision. (1) GENERAL. All construc-
tions or installations under s. Comm 66.06 (3) shall be supervised
by a Wisconsin registered architect or engineer except that Wis-
consin permitted designers may supervise the installation of com-
ponents or systems within the field of their permit. The person re-
sponsible for supervision shall also be responsible for the
construction and installation being in substantial compliance with
the approved plans and specifications. If the supervising archi-
tect, engineer, or designer observes a nonconformance to this
chapter during or at the end of construction, the supervising indi-
vidual, together with the designing architect, engineer, or design-
er, shall effect compliance or notify the department or its autho-
rized representative of the noncompliance. .

(2) DIr1TEs. Supervision of construction is a professional ser-
vice, as distinguished from superintending of construction by a
contractor, and includes the performance or the supervision there-
of of reasonable on—the=site observations todetermine that the
construction is in substantial compliance with the approved plans
and specifications.

(3) NAME OF SUPERVISING ARCHITECT, ENGINFER, OR DESIGNER.
Prior to the start of construction, the owner of the building, whose
name must be a part of or accompany all plans submitted for ap-
proval, or an authorized agent, shall designate in writing to the de-
partment or its authorized representative the name and Wisconsin
registration number of the architect, engineer, or designer retained
to supervise construction of the building or structure.

(4) COMPLIANCE STATEMENT Prior to initial occupancy of a
new building or addition, and prior to filial occupancy of an alter-
ation of an existing building, the supervising architect, engineer,
or designer shall file a written statement with the department certi-
fying that, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, construc-
tion of the portion to be occupied . has been performed in substan-
tial compliance with the approved plans and specifications. This
statement shall be on a form prescribed by the department, In a
municipality administering this chapter, a copy of this statement
shall be flied with the municipality.

Note. Copies of compliance are available from the Safety and Buildings Division,
PO Box 7162, Madison, WI 53707, telephone 6OM -1818.

History; Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eft 4--1--95.

Comm 66.10 Owner's responsibility. No building
owner may construct or alter any building or portion of a building,
or permit any building to be constructed or altered, except in corn-
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piiance with this chapter. Compliance with this section does not
relieve the building owner from compliance with the administra-
tive rules established in other codes.

Dote: Section Comm 66.06 (3) specifies which plans and specifications must be
prepared by a registered architect, engineer, or designer. Section Comm 66.09 (1)
specifies which construction must be supervised by a registered architect, engineer,
ordesigner, Section Comm 66.09(3) specifies the building owner's responsibilities
in informing the deparunentofthe construction supervisor. Section Comm 66.09(4)
specifies the requirements for filing compliance statements prior to occupancy. See-
tion Comm 6612 requires submittal of a building permit application form, and that
form must be signed by the building owner or other applicant. SeedonComm66.14
specifics the requirements for plan submittal and approval. Section Comm 66.15rc-
quires submittal of a plans approval application form, and that form must be signed
by the building owner.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, off. 4-1-95.

Comm 66.11 Wisconsin uniform multifamily build-
ing permit. A building owner or authorized agent shall obtain
a Wisconsin uniform. multifamily building permit from the munic-
ipality administering and enforcing this code before any.on—site
construction within the. scope of this code is commenced, includ-
ing excavation for a building, except where a footing and founda-
tion approval has been issued under s. Comm 66.17 or where a
permit to start construction has been issued under s. Comm 66.18.

Note: This section and s. Comm 66.12 can be disregarded where no municipality
administers and enforces this chapter.

Note: Section 66,036, Stats., prohibits issuarmof building permits by aiunicipali-
des for structures requiring connection to a private domestic sewage treatment and
disposal system unless the, system satisfies all applicable requirements or all neces-
sary permits for such system have been obtained.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, off. 4-1-95.

Comm 66.12 Procedures for obtaining a uniform
multifamily building permit. (1) APPLICATION FOR A WIS-
CONSIN UNIFORM MULTIFAMILY BUILDING PERMIT. Application for
a Wisconsin uniform multifamily building permit shall be on a
form obtained from the department or on a form obtained from the
municipality administering and enforcing this chapter. Forms
provided by the municipality shall include all the information pre-
scribed by the department. No application may be accepted that
does not contain all the information requested on the form.

Note: Copies of compliance are available from the Safety and Buildings Division,
PO Box 7162, Madison, WI 53707, telephone 608!266-1818.

Note: Section 101,973 (5) requires the depar anent to collect and publish data se-
cured from multifamily building permits.

Note: Any municipality exercising jurisdiction may require reasonable supple-
mentary information not containedonthe Wisconsinnmldfaurilybuilding pemmitap-
plication.

(2) FILING OF A WISCONSIN UNIFORM MULTIFAMILY BUILDING
PERMIT APPLicAnON. A Wisconsin uniform multifamily building
permit application sliall be filed with the municipality administer-
ing and enforcing this chapter or its authorized representative.

(3) PERMIT FEES. The municipality shall, by ordinance, deter-
mine fees to coyer expenses for issuance of the Wisconsin uniform
multifamily building permit. Fees shall be submitted to the mu-
nicipality when a Wisconsin uniform multifamily building permit
application is filed there,

(4) ISSUANCE of PERMITS. A Wisconsin uniform multifamily
building permit shall be issued if the department and municipal re-
quirements for filing and fees are satisfied and the plans have been
conditionally approved. The municipality may require a building
permit card to he posted in a conspicuous place at the dwelling
site. The permit shall expire 2 years after issuance if the dwelling
exterior has not been completed, unless the permit has been ex-
tended by the municipality or the department for a period of up to
2 years. A municipality issuing the permit shall either send a copy
of the application to the department or tally and transfer the data
to the department in either written or electronic—based format.

(5) ACTION TO APPROVE OR DENY. Action to approve or deny
a uniform multifamily building permit application shall be com-
pleted within 15 business days of receipt of all forms, fees, plans,
and documents required to process the application, Denied ap-
plications shall include a written statement specifying the reasons
for denial.

history: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, off. 4-1-95.

Comm 66,13 Suspension or revocation of Wiscon-
sin uniform multifamily building permit. The department
or the municipality administering and enforcing this chapter may
suspend or revoke any Wisconsin uniform multifamily building
permit if it appears that the permit or plan approval was obtained
through fraud or deceit, where the applicant has.willfulty refused
to correct a violation order issued under s. Comm 66.23, or where
the inspector is denied access to the premises. No construction
may take place on a multifamily dwelling after suspension. or re-
vocation of a permit.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, off. 4-1-95.

Comm 66.14 Plan submittal. (1) TYPES OF PLAN AP-
PROVAL. The following types of plans shall be submitted to the de-
partment or its authorized representative for examination and ap-
proval before construction for a multifamily dwelling is
commenced:

(a) General building plans..
(b) Structural plans.
(c) Heating and ventilating plans.
(d) Data and information relative to the requirements of chs.

Comm 63 and 64, for the replacement of a major piece of heating
or air conditioning equipment.

(e) Alteration plans for existing buildings except for those al-
terations involving changes in interior finishes only.

(f) Footing and foundation plans.
(g) Fire escape plans..

Note: See s. Comm66,24 (5) forplansubmittalprocedures in certifiedmunicipali-
ties.

Note: Sccdon 101.12 (3) (h), Stars., prohibits local issuance of permits or licenses
for construction or use of public buildings until drawings and calculations have been
examined and approved by the department or its authorized mp&sentative.

(2) PLANS AND sPEcimcAnONS. (a) General. 1. At least 4
complete, bound sets of plans, which are clear, legible, and perma-
nent copies, and one copy of specifications shall be submitted to
the department. The plans shall be bound in a manner that enables
them to be reviewed without removing the binding.

2. All plans shall contain the address of the building, the name
of the building owner, and the name of the person who prepared
theplans: Plans prepared by a registered architect, engineer, or de-
signer shall be signed, scaled, and dated in accordance with s. A—E
2.02.

(b) General building plaits. 1. 'Plot plan.' a. The location of
the building with respect to property lines, lot lines, adjoining
streets, alleys, and any other buildings on the same lot or property
shall be indicated on the plat plan. For recycling space designated
adjacent to a building, as specified in s. Comm 52.24, the area and
dimensions shall be indicated on the plot plan. A small--scale plot
plan shall be submitted on an 8 112" x 11" sheet for projects con-
taining multiple buildings. For purposes of this requirement, a
plot plan does not have to be a certified survey map.

b. The site plan shall clearly indicate the location of a barrier—
free accessible building and its accessible entrances; the exterior
accessible route to, from, and between all accessible parking
spaces; the size and location of accessible parking spaces; the gra-
dient or slope information for all walks and ramps on accessible
routes; any recreational and public facilities and areas oil the site;
public transportation stops adjacent to the property; sidewalks;
public streets, if the site plan is not on the same sheet as the plot
plan; and, if provided, passenger loading zones.

2. 'Floor plans.' Floor plans shall be provided for each floor,
The size and location of all rooms, doors, windows, fire walls, toi-
let facilities, structural features, exit passageways, exit lights, fire
alarms, standpipes, stairs, and other pertinent information shall be
indicated. Schematic exit plans shall be provided for large build-
ings, indicating normal paths of egress.

3. 'Elevations.' The elevations shall contain information on
the exterior appearance of the building; indicate the location and
size of doors, windows, roof shape, chimneys, exterior grade,
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footings, and foundation walls; and include information about the
exterior materials.

4. 'Sections and details.' Sections and details shall include
information to clarify the building design.

S. 'Interior barrier—free design information.' The general
'building floor plans, elevations, and sections shall clearly show
the following:

a. All barrier—free accessible routes through accessible build-
ings, facilities, tenant spaces, and living units.

b. The design and location of all interior and exterior ramps,
including the gradient or slope information.

c. The areas of rescue assistance in multilevel buildings, in-
eluding dimensions of the area and the fire—resistive construction
details.

d. The location and type of mechanical vertical transportation
equipment, such as elevators and lifts, and the shaft design,

e. The design of bathrooms, toilet rooms, and unisex toilet
rooms, including door clearances; lavatory or vanity design;
plumbing fixture mounting heights; turn—around spaces; clear
spaces required for plumbing fixtures; and the size and arrange-
ment of toilet compartments:

(c) Heating, ventilating', and air conditioning plans. Heating,
ventilating, and air conditioning plans shall indicate the layout of
the system, including location of equipment and size of all piping,
ductwork, dampers, fire dampers, chimneys, vents, and controls.
The quantity of outside air introduced to each zone and the quanti-
ty of supply air and exhau st air for each room shall be listed on the
plans. The type of equipment and capacities shall be indicated on
the plans or equipment schedules. Input and output capacities
shall be included for heating equipment.

(d) Specifications, The specifications shall be properly identi-
fied with the drawings and describe the quality of the materials
and the workmanship.

(e) Schedules. Schedules shall be provided which contain in-
formation pertinent to doors, mom finishes, equipment, and the
use of all rooms and number.of occupants accommodated therein,
unless this information is indicated on the plans.

Motet Original drawings are not considered a substitute for permanent copies.
Dote: Duplicate information need not be submitted when heating, ventilating, air

conditioning, and building plans are submitted simultaneously.
Note. For pit depth and overhead clearance requirements applicable to design of

elevator holstways, see ch. Comm 18, Elevator Code.

(3) DATA REQtrfaEO. (a) General. All plans submitted for ap-
proval shall be accompanied by sufficient data and information
for the department or its authorized representative to judge if the
design of the building, the capacity of the equipment, and the per-
formance of the system will 'meet the requirements of this chapter.

(b) Structural data. 1. Sample structural calculations, includ-
ing the assumed bearing value of soil, live loads and itemized dead
loads, unit stresses for structural materials, and typical calcula-
tions for slabs, beams, girders, columns, and trusses, shall be sub-
mitted. Typical wind and bracing calculations and diagrams, in-
cluding the manner in which shear transfer is made between
resisting elements, shall also be included. Complete structural
calculations shall be furnished upon request of. the department or
other authorized approving official.

2. The building designer shall submit one copy of the follow-
ing minimum information for structural components, such as
wood trusses, precast concrete, laminated wood members, steel
joists, and steel girders, when the component fabricator is speci-
fied as being responsible for the component design:

a. Structural framing plan.
b. Bearing support and connection details of the component

to the structure.
c. Design loads, including location and magnitude of uniform

superimposed dead and live loads; concentrated dead and live
loads; nonuniform snow loads; wind and bracing loads for each

component system; and wind, bracing, and gravity forces required
to be developed at interfaces with other materials.

d. Required fire rating.
e. Outside configuration of components.
f, Permanent bracing system.
3. The building designer shall also submit the following infor-

mation with the initial building plan submittal or the component
plan submittal:

a. A framing plan showing all members and labels, handling
and erecting or other special installation instructions, and any re-
quired permanent bracing which was the basis for the component
design. .

b. Information regarding the member design of the following
structural components: web configuration, stress diagram or tabu-
lation of axial force in the members, member size, grade of turn-
bet, fabricated splices, and member bracing, for wood trusses;
web configuration, stress diagram or tabulation of axial force in
the members,. member size, steel yield, fabricated splices, and
number bracing, for steel joists and joist girders subjected to non-
uniform loading; specified concrete strengths, prestressing data
including final effective forces and centroids, mild reinforcing in-
cluding release and conlinement'steel, shear reinforcing, and
stripping, transportation, and erection handling points, for precast
concrete members; and species of wood, bending stress of wood,
adhesive, and member sizes, for laminated wood members.

c. Information pertaining to the design of connections within
or between like components for the following structural compo-
nents: web and chord connection details and connector plate hold-
ing values, for wood trusses; web and chord connection details,
for steel joists and joist girders subjected to nonuniform loading;
bearing confinement steel, dapped end reinforcing, corbel rein-
forcing, bearing pads, and loose and embedded connection steel
including welding and bolting requirements, for precast concrete
members; and member connection and bearing details, for lami-
nated wood members.

4. For the purposes of this paragraph, the department does not
consider truss layout plans or truss erection plans as architectural
practice or engineering practice, and therefore, such plans are not
required to be signed and sealed or stamped in accordance with s.
.Comm 66.06 or 66.07.

5. Information regarding reinforcement, concrete strength,
and fire resistive ratings for precast concrete components may be
provided in either the specifications or calculations furnished with
the precast concrete plans.

(c) Energy conservation data. Calculations and specifications
that contain the details and data required by s. Comm 63.01 shall
be submitted for the types of projects outlined in s. Comm 63.001.
The submittal shall be on 'forms provided by the department or
other forms approved by the department.

Note: See A50.12 of the appendix of chs. Comm 50 w 64 for sample copies of
forms.

(d) Heating and ventilating data. A description of the
construction for the walls, floors, ceilings, and roof and the trans-
mission coefficients of the construction materials shall be fur-
nished. The calculations shall include heat losses for the individu-
al rooms, including transmission, infiltration or ventilation losses,
whichever are greater; a summary of the total building heat loss
expressed in Btu/hour or watts; heat gain calculations for air con-
ditioning systems; ventilation calculations, including outside air
requirements for each space and ventilation system expressed in
cubic feet per minute or liters per second, and percent of outside
air at maximum and minimum flow rates when the building is oc-
cupied.

Note: If the code does not specify a required calculation method, the department
will accept as the basis for calculations and design data the methods and standards
recommended by the Mechanical Contractors' Association of America; the Ameri-
canSocietyofHeating, Refrigeratingand Air—Condidoninglinginrcrs; andthelnsti-
tute of Boiler and Radiator Manufactwers.
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(e) Data for recycling space, Verifiable data or calculations
and specifications shall be submitted in accordance with s. Comm
52.24 for determining adequate space for the separation, tempo-
rary storage, and collection of recyclable materials. .

(f) Additional data. When requested by the department or its
authorized representative, additional data pertaining to design,
construction, materials, and equipment shall be submitted for ap-
proval.

Note: Section Comm 66.14 was revised in December, 1995, effective April 1,
1996. On April 6, 1996 the department of industry, labor and human relations pub-
lished an emergency rule stating that the effective date of die December, 1995 rule
revision was delayed. A permanent rule was adopted in December, 1996 stating that
the revised text of s. Comm 66.14, as published, would be effective April 1, 1997,

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95; r. and recr. (3) (c) and
(d), Register, December, 1995, No. 480, eff.4 1-96;r. and recr. (3) (d), Register, De-
cember, 1996, No. 492, eff. 4-1-97; r. and recr. (3) (c), (d), Register, March, 1997,
No. 495, eff. 4-1-97.

Comm 66,15 Application for approval. A plans ap-
proval application form prescribed by the department and the fee
specified in ch. Comm 2 shall be included with the plans sub-
mitted to the department. The department shall review and make
a determination on an application for plan review within £5 busi-
ness days of receipt of the application and all forms, fees, plans,
and documents required to complete the review.

Note. Copies of compliance are available from the Safety and Buildings Division,
PO Box 7162, Madison, W153707, telephone 608f266-I818.
. History: Cr. Register, Alareb, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95.

Comm 66.16 Department approval of plans.
(1) PLAN APPROVAL. If the department determines that the sub-
mitted plans and application for approval substantially conform
to this chapter and other legal requirements, an approval shall be
issued. The plans shall be stamped "conditionally approved." At
least one copy shall be returned to the applicant and at least one
copy shall be retained by the department. The conditions of ap-
proval shall be indicated in a letter to the applicant and the build-
ing owner. All conditions of the approval shall be met during
construction.

(2) DISAPPROVAL OF PLANS. If the department determines that
the plans or the application for approval do not substantially con-
form to this chapter, approval shall be denied. A written statement
specifying the reasons for denial shall be sent to the applicant and
to the building owner. Plans which do not substantially conform
to this chapter shall be stamped "not approved." One copy shall
be returned to the applicant and one copy shall be retained by the
department.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95.

Comm 66.165 Revisions to approved plans. (1) All
revisions and modifications which involve provisions of this
chapter and which are made to plans or specifications that have
previously been granted approval by the department or municipal-
ity shall be submitted to the department or municipality for re-
view. Revisions or modifications to approved plans may be
shown on 8 1/2- by 11-inch addendums to bound plans.

(2) All revisions and modifications to the plans shall be ap-
proved in writing by the department or municipality prior to the
work involved in the revision or modification being carried out.

(3) A revision or modification to a plan, drawing, or specifica-
tion shall be signed and scaled in accordance with s, Comm 66.06
(3) or 66.07, if applicable.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95,

Comm 66.17 . Footing and foundation approval,
(1) The department or its authorized representative, as provided
in s. Comm 66,24, may conditionally approve footing and founda-
tion plans, to permit construction of footings and foundations
prior to the examination and approval of the complete plans, upon
submission of all of the following:

(a) The plans approval application form specified in s. Comm
66.15 or 66.24 (5) (d) 3. b., whichever is applicable.

Note: Copies of compliance are available from the Safety and Buildings Division,
PO Box 7162, Madison, WI 53707, telephone 6081266-1818.

(b) The fee specified in ch. Comm 2 or s. Comm 66.24 (7),
whichever is applicable.

(c) At least 4 bound sets of footing and foundation plans which
include a plot plan and which are signed and sealed in accordance
with s. Comm 66.06 (3) or 66.07, if applicable.

(d) At least I set of all of the following:
1. Schematic floor plans indicating the exits.
2. Building elevations.
3. Itemized structural loads.
4. Structural footing and foundation calculations.

(2) The department or its authorized representative shall re-
view and make a determination on an application for footing and
foundation approval within 15 business days of receipt of the ap-
plication and all forms, fees, .plans, and documents required to
complete the review.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-195.

Comm 66.18 Permission to . start construction.
(1) The department or its authorized representative, as provided
in s. Comm 6624, may grant a permission to start construction for
the footings and foundations upon submission of the following:

(a) The plans approval application form specified in s. Comm
66.15 or 66.24 (5) (d) 3. b., whichever is applicable,

(b) 1. At least 4 bound sets of building plans as specified in
s. Comm 66.14 (2) or the number of copies required under s.
Comm 66.24 (5) (d), whichever is applicable, and one copy of
specifications, or

2. At least 4 bound sets of footing and foundation plans and
the information specified in s. Comm 66.17•(1) (d). .

(c) A written request by the building owner to start construc-
tion, on a form prescribed by the department.

(d) The fee specified in ch. Comm 2 or s. Comm 66.24 (7),
whichever is applicable.

Note: See appendix for an example of tho request for peratission to start construe-
don, which is included in the plans approval application form (SBD-118).

Note: Copies ofcompliance are available from the Safety and Buildings Division,
PO Box 7162, Madison, W153707, telephone 6081266-1818.

(2) Building owners who submit a permission to start
construction form proceed at their own risk without assurance that
a conditional approval for the building will be granted. . .

(3) The department or its authorized representative shall re-
view and make a determination on an application for permission
to start construction within 3 business days of receipt of the ap-
plication and all forms, fees, plans, and documents required to
complete the review.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, c .M 4-195.

Comm 66.19 Evidence of plan approval, The archi-
tect, engineer, designer, builder, manufacturer, or building owner
shall keep at the building site one set of plans bearing the stamp
of conditional approval and a copy of the specifications. The
plans shall be open to inspection by an authorized representative
of the department or municipality.

History; Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, cff. 4-1-95.

Comm 68,195 Sprinkler documents. (1) PLANS. (a)
1. Except as provided in subd. 2., where automatic fire sprinkler
systeins are to be installed or altered, sprinkler plans and specifi-
cations shall be present at the installation site and made available,
upon request, to the department or municipality, and their autho-
rized representatives.

2, a. When a project involves the alteration or addition of 20
or fewer sprinkler heads to an existing automatic fire sprinkler
system, sprinkler plans and specifications shall not be required to
be present at the installation site or made available unless required
by local ordinance.

b. When sprinkler plans and specifications are not provided
for a project involving the alteration or addition of 20 or fewer
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sprinkler heads to an existing automatic fire sprinkler system, the
automatic fire sprinkler contractor responsible for the work shall
provide a written description of the type and scope of the work.
The description shall be included with the material and test certift-
Bate, if required. The description shall be made available, upon
request, to the department or municipality, and their authorized
representatives.

(b) The sprinkler plans at the installation site shall be:
1. Signed and sealed in accordance with s, A—F-2.02 by an ar-

chitect, engineer, or sprinkler designer who is registered or per-
mitted by the department of regulation and licensing; or

2: Signed, including license number, and dated by an auto-
matic fire sprinkler contractor who is responsible for the installa-
tion of the sprinklers and who is licensed by the department.

(c) Where automatic fire sprinkler plans are required by local
ordinance to be reviewed and approved by a local governmental
agency or their agent, the sprinkler plans at the installation site
shall bear evidence of that approval.

(d) The plans for the automatic fire sprinkler system to be at
the installation site shall include at least:

1. The name of the:
a. Owner of the building.
b. Occupant or occupants in the building.
2. The location or address of the building.
3. A full height cross section through the building.
4. The location within the building of:
a. Partitions; walls, and fire walls.
b. Concealed spaces, closets, attics, and bathrooms.
c. Sprinklers.
d. Alarms.
e. Pumps, valves, drain pipes, and test connections.
f. Pipe hangers and supports.
5. The occupancy class of each area or room within the build-

ing as defined in s. Comm 51.01. (87).
6: The sources of water supply, including the static pressure,

residual pressure, the flow, and the dates and time of determina-
tion for each.

7. The location and size of:
a. All aboveground and underground piping.
b Hose outlets.
8. The number of sprinklers on each riser per floor.
9. The relative elevations of sprinklers, junction points, and

supply points.
(e) The specifications for . the automatic fire sprinkler system

to be at the installation site shall include at least:
1. The type of materials and devices that comprise the sprin-

kler system.
2. The settings of pressure reducing valves.
3. Type and amount of antifreeze solutions being employed,

if any. .
(2) SPRINKLER MATERIAL AND TEST CERTIFICATES. (a) Where

automatic fire sprinkler systems have been installed or altered,
completed sprinkler material and test certificates shall be made
available, upon request, to the department, its agent, or local gov-
ernmental agencies exercising jurisdiction.

(b) A sprinkler material and test certificate shall provide at
least the information as enumerated in s. 8-1 of NFPA 13 or s. 2-1
of NFPA:I3R, as adopted by reference in s. Comm 51.25, depend-
ing upon the type of sprinkler system.

History: Cr. Register, hfarcb, 1995, No. 471, eff.4-1-95.

Comm 66.20 Revocation of approval. The department
or municipality may revoke any approval that they issue under the

provisions of this chapter, for any false statements or misrepresen-
tation of facts on which the approval was based.

Htstory. Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95.

Cornm 66.21 Expiration of plan approval and exten-
sion of plan approval. (1). EXPIRATION OF PLAN APPROVAL. (a)
Building shell. Plan approval by the department or its authorized
representative for new buildings and building additions shall ex-
pire 2 .years after. the. approval date indicated oil approved
building plans if the building shell is not closed in within those 2
years. .

(b) Occupancy. Except as provided in sub. (2), plan approval
by the department or its authorized representative for new build-
ings and building additions shall expire 3 years after the approval
date indicated on the approved building plans if the building is not
ready for occupancy within those 3 years.'

(c) Alterations. Except as provided in sub. (2), plan approval
by the department or its authorized representative for interior
building alterations shall expire 1 year after the approval date indi-
catedon the approved building plans if the alteration work is not
completed within that year.

(d) HVAC construction only. Except as provided in sub. (2),
plan approval by the department or its authorized representative
for heating, ventilating, or air conditioning construction that does
not include any associated building construction shall expire 1
year after the approval date indicated on the approved plans if the
building or building area affected by the plans is not ready for oc-
cupancy within that year.

(2) EXTENSION OF PLAN APPROVAL. Upon request and payment
of the fee specified in ch

'
Comm 2, the expiration dates in sub. (1)

(b), (c), and (d) shall be extended for one 1=year period provided
the request is submitted prior to expiration of the original approv-
al.

Note. According to s. 66.05 (1) (a), Stars., the local governmental body or building
inspector may order the razing of buildings or portions thereof, where there has been
a cessation of normal construction for more than 2 years.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95.

Comm 66.22 Resign responsibility. A conditional ap-
proval of a plan by the department or municipality may not be
construed as an assumption of any design responsibility.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95.

Comm 66.23 Inspections. (1) CERTIFICATION OFINSPEC-
TORS. All inspections for the purpose of administering and enforc-
ing this chapter, except for inspections performed by fire inspec
tors,. shall be performed by a certified commercial building
inspector. Certifications shall be . in accord with the requirements
in ch. Comm 5 for certified commercial building inspectors.

(2) REQUIRED INSPECTIONS. Inspections may be conducted by
the department or the municipality administering and enforcing
this chapter to determine whether the construction or installation
conforms to the conditionally approved plans, the notice of condi-
tional approval, the Wisconsin uniform multifamily building per-
mit application, and this chapter.

Mote. Copies ofcompliance are available from the Safety and Buildings Division,
PO Box 7162, Madison, WI 53707, telephone 608P266-1818.

(3) NOTICE OF COMPLIANCE OR NONCOMPLIANCE. Upon an in-
spector's finding of noncompliance, the department or the munic-
ipality enforcing this code shall notify the applicant and the build-
ing owner in writing of the violations to be corrected. All cited
violations shall be ordered corrected within 30 days after written
notification unless an extension'of time is granted pursuant to s.
Comm 66.28.

History: Cr. Register, Mareb, 1995,No.471,eff.4-1-95; am. (1), Register, Octo-
ber, 1996, No. 490, eff. 11-1-96.

Comm 66.24 Certified municipalities. (1) GENERAL.
This section establishes the manner under which municipalities
may examine building plans and inspect multifamily dwellings.
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(2) CONDITIONS OF PAPTICiPAMN. (a) Before assuming the re-
sponsibilities of examining building plans and providing inspec-
tion services, a municipality shall comply with all of the condi-
tions in pars. (b) through (11). While certified, the municipality
shall comply with pars. (f), (h), (i), and 0).

(b) Notify the department in writing at Ieast 30 days prior to
the date upon which the municipality or county intends to assume
the responsibilities:

(c) Adopt by ordinance or regulation the responsibilities of
plan examination and building inspection,

(d) Adopt by ordinance orregulation this chapter in its entirety.
(e) Submit to the department a certified copy of all ordinances

or regulations assuming the plan examination and building in-
spection responsibilities and adopting this chapter.

(f) Employ one or more certified commercial building inspec-
tors to perform the plan examinations and building inspections.

(g) Receive from the department certification to perform the
plan examinations and building inspections.

(h) Forward to the department any information requested by
the department relative to the examination of plans and the inspec-
tions of buildings..

(i) Forward to the department any multifamily dwelling data
collected from a city, village, or town that does not administer and
enforce this chapter,.as specified in sub. (5) (d) 3.b.

0) Notify the department in writing at least 30 days prior to the
date upon which the municipality intends to relinquish the respon-
sibilities of examining plans or inspecting buildings.

(3) JURISDICTION. (a) .Departmental. 1. Nothing in this sec-
tion prevents the department from conducting its own investiga-
tions or inspections, or from issuing orders relative to the adminis-
tration and enforcement of . this chapter.

2. The department shall administer and enforce this chapter
in any municipality which has not assumed the responsibilities for
plan examination: and building inspection.

(b) County. 1. Ordinances enacted by a county for establishing
county plan examination and building inspection functions shall
apply to all cities, villages, or towns within that county which have
not assumed those functions.

2. Ordinances enacted by a county for establishing county
plan examination and building inspection functions may not pre-
vent or prohibit any city, village, or town within that county from
assuming those functions pursuant to sub. (2) at any time.

(4) CERTIFiCAUON OF INSPECTORS. Inspectors employed by
municipalities to administer and enforce this chapter under sub.
(2) shall be certified by the department in accordance with ch.
Comm 5 as certified commercial building inspectors.

(5) PiANEXAAIINATION. (a) First class cities. Drawings, spec-
ifications, and calculations for all multifamily dwellings except
state—owned buildings, to be constructed within the limits of a first
class city, shall be submitted to that city if that city has assumed
the responsibilities of plan examination and building inspection.

(b) Other municipalities. Drawings, specifications, and cal-
culations for all multifamily dwellings except state—owned build-
ings, to be constructed within the limits of a municipality other
than a first class city, shall be submitted to that municipality if that
municipality has assumed the responsibilities of plan examination
and building inspection, and if the plans are for any of the follow-
ing:

1. A new building containing less than 5,000 square feet of
total floor area.

2. An addition to a building where the area of the addition re-
sults in the entire building containing less than 5,000 square feet
of total floor area.

3. An alteration of a space involving less than 10,000 square
feet of total floor area.

Note: The department will allow use of 50,000 and 100,000 cubic feet of total vol-
amid lieu of the thresholds of 5,W0 and 10,000 square feet of total floor area, re-

spectively, as established in s,101.12 (3) (b), Stats., provided calculations showing
that volume are included in the submittal to the municipality.

(c) Project waiver: A certified municipality may waive its ju-
risdiction for the plan review of a specific project, in which case
plans and specifications shall be submitted to the department for
review and approval,

(d) Plan submittal procedures. 1. A building permit applica-
tion shall be included with the submitted plans.

2. At least 2 sets of complete building plans and one copy of
specifications shall be submitted to the municipality having juris-
diction for examination. The municipality may by ordinance re-
quire submittal of additional copies,of plans and specifications.

3. Building plans submitted to a municipality for examination
shall include all of the following:

a. The information specified in s. Comm 66.14.
6. The department's plans approval application form speci-

fied in s. Comm 66.15, unless a municipally supplied form is sub-
mitted that includes the building owner's, designer's, and super-
vising professional's statements and :signatures which are
required on the department's form. Any municipally supplied
plan approval application form for a multifamily dwelling in a
city, village, or town that does not administer and enforce this
chapter shall also include the multifamily dwelling data pre-
scribed by the department.

Note: See Appendix A for anexampleofthe department's plansapproval applica-
tion form (SBDB-118), which includes prescriptionof thedatapertinent to muldfam-
ily dwellings.

(e) Plan approval. 1, a. If the municipality having jurisdiction
determines that the plans submitted substantially conform to this
chapter and other legal requirements, an approval shall be issued
in accord with this paragraph,

b. The plans shall be stamped "CONDITIONALLY AP-
PROVED", signed, and dated by a certified commercial building
inspector.

c. At least one set of the conditionally approved plans and all
calculations and correspondence shall be retained in their original
form or as microfilm or electronic—based copies for at least 4 years
by the municipality, All other plans shall be returned to the sub-
mitter or the submiaer's representative.

d. A notice of conditional approval shall be provided in writ-
ing to the submitter and the building owner stating all conditions
of approval.	 .

2. All conditions of the conditional approval shall be met be-
fore or during construction, and before occupancy of the building,

(f) Denial ofplan approval. 1. If the municipality determines
that the plans submitted do not substantially conform to this chap-
ter or other legal requirements, a denial of plan approval shall be
issued in accord with this paragraph.

2. The plans shall be stamped "NOT APPROVED", signed,
and dated by a certified commercial building inspector.

3. At least one set of the not—approved plans shall be retained
by the municipality. All other plans shall be returned to the sub-
mitter or the submitter's representative.

4. A notice of the not—approved plans shall be provided in
writing to the submitter and the building owner'stating the reasons
for the denial:

(g) Liability, A conditional approval of a plan by a municipali-
ty may not be construed as an assumption of any responsibility on
the part of the municipality, the certified commercial building in-
spector, or the department for the design or construction of the
building.

(6) INSPECTIONS. (a) Inspections shall be conducted by a certi-
fied municipality in accord with this subsection to determine
whether the construction or installation conforms to the condi-
tionally approved plans, the notice of conditional approval, the
Wisconsin uniform multifamily building permit application, and
this chapter.
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(b) All inspections for the purpose of administration and en-
forcement of this chapter shall be performed by a certified com-
mercial building inspector.

(c) At least one inspection report shall be written for the
construction or installation shown on the approved plans. All re-
ports shall include the name of the certified commercial building
inspector.

(d) A copy of each inspection report shall be furnished to the
building owner and plan submitter.

(e) A copy of each inspection report, or an electronic—based
version of the data from the report, shall be permanently main-
tained in the files of the municipality.

(f) The inspection report shall indicate all items of noncom-
pliance noted during the inspection.

(g) If noncomplying items are not corrected, orders to correct
shall be issued in accordance with local ordinances.

(7) FEES. Municipalities and counties having jurisdiction for
plan examination and building inspection may set by ordinance
the fees for plan examination and building inspection services.

Note; Copiesof compliance are availablefromthe Safety and Buildings Division,
PO Box 7162, Madison, W153707, telephone 608/266-1818.

History: Cr, Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1--95; am. (4),(5) (e) I,b., (f) .
2., (g), (6) (c), Register, October, 1996, No, 490, eff, 11-1-96.

Comm 66.25 Building material approvals. (1) AL-
TERNATE MATERIALS. No provision in this chapter is intended to
prohibit or prevent the use of any material, equipment, device, or
method of construction not specifically mentioned in this code.
Approval of an alternate material, equipment, device, or method
of construction shall be obtained from the department.

(2) APPLICATION. Application for approval shall be made on
a form prescribed by the department. The application shall in-
clude the fee specified in ch. Comm 2 and evidence showing that
the material, equipment, device, or method of construction meets
the requirements of this chapter.

(3) TESTS. (a) The department may require testing of any ma-
terial, component; system, equipment, device, or method to deter-
mine the suitability for the intended use or to substantiate any
claims made regarding equivalency to the requirements of this
chapter. The department will accept results of tests conducted by
a recognized, independent testing agency. The person requesting
the approval shall bear the cost of any testing.

(b) The test method used to determine compliance with this
chapter shall conform to a nationally recognized standard.

(c) If no nationally recognized standard exists, past perfor-
mance or recognized engineering analysis may be used to deter-
mine suitability.

(4) TESTING LABORATORIES. A testing laboratory may submit
to the department a request to be recognized as an approved tes(-
ing laboratory that evaluates and certifies materials, products, or
assemblies for conformance with the specifications or standards
of this chapter. The request shall include all of the following:

(a) A completed building material approval application.
(b) Information, data, and other evidence describing the opera-

tions, policies, and procedures of the testing laboratory.
(c) The fee specified in ch. Comm 2.
(5) REQUIRED APPROVALS. An approval shall be obtained from

the department for the following:
(a) ,Light—transmitting plastics.
(b) Direct vent sealed combustion chamber appliances.
(6) UNGRADED OR USED MATERIALS. Ungraded or used build-

ing materials may be used or reused as long as the materials pos-
sess the essential properties necessary to achieve the level of per-
formance required by this chapter for the intended use. The
department or the municipality enforcing this chapter may require
tests in accordance with sub. (3). Approval for use of ungraded

or used materials may be issued under this section or may be is-
sued for a specific project under s, Comm 66,14,

(7) APPROVAL PROCESSINO TIME. The department shall review
and make a determination on an application under this section
within 30 business days of receipt of all forms, fees, plans, and
documents required to complete the review,

Note: A building material approval application form (SBD4028) may be ob-
tained from the Safety and Buildings Division, RO, Box 7969, Madison, Wisconsin
53707.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-I-95.

Comm 66.255 Manufactured multifamily dwellings.
(1) GENERAL. Pursuant to s. 101,75 (2), Stats., all manufactured
multifamily dwellings approved by the department shall be
deemed to comply with the requirements of all building ordi-
nances and regulations of any local government except the securi-
ty regulations permitted under s. 101.975 (1), Stats., and any regu-
lations related to zoning and siting requirements, such as building
setback requirements, side and rear yard requirements, and prop-
erty line requirements.

Note: Department approvals formanufactured multifamily dwellings donot apply
to on site constructed elements, such as footings, foundations, attached porches or
steps, concrete floor slabs, and on-site constructed mechanical systems.

(2) AFFIXING WISCONSIN aasiONIA. A Wisconsin insignia shall
be installed on a manufactured multifamily dwelling approved by
the department and inspected at the manufacturing plant, Each
Wisconsin insignia shall be assigned and affixed to a specific
manufactured multifamily dwelling, in the manner approved by
the department, before the dwelling is shipped from the manufac-
turing plant. The serial . number shall be located on the manufac-
turer's data plate.

(3) MANUFACTURER'S RFSPONSn3ILMES. (a) Insignia records.
The manufacturer shall keep permanent records regarding the
handling of all Wisconsin insignias indicating the number of Wis-
consin insignias which have been affixed to manufactured multi-
family dwellings, building components, or groups of components;
which Wisconsin insignias have been applied to which manufac-
tured multifamily dwelling or building component; and the dis-
position of any damaged or rejected Wisconsin insignias. The re-
cords shall be maintained by the manufacturer or by the
independent inspection agency for at least 10 years, A copy of the
records shall be sent to the department upon request.'

(b) Lost or damaged insignia. 1. If Wisconsin insignias be-
come lost or damaged, the department shall be notified immedi-
ately in writing by the manufacturer or dealer.

2. If a Wisconsin insignia becomes damaged, the insignia
shall be returned to the department with the fee specified in ch.
Comm 2 to obtain a new insignia.

(4) INSIGNIA SUSPENSION AND REVOCATION. (a) The depart-
ment may suspend or revoke its approval if it determines that the
standards for the construction or manufacture and installation of
a manufactured multifamily dwelling do not meet this chapter, or
if such standards are not being enforced as required by . this chap-
ter.

(b) Upon suspension or revocation of the approval, no further
insignias may be attached to any manufactured multifamily
dwelling or type of manufactured multifamily dwelling with re-
spect to which the approval was suspended or revoked.

(c) Upon suspension or revocation of the approval, all insig-
nias allocated to the manufacturer shall be returned to the depart-
ment no later than 30 days from the effective date of the suspen-
sion or revocation.

(5) IN-PLANT INSPECTIONS. Manufacturers of multifamily
dwellings shall contract with the department or an independent in-
spection agency to conduct in—plant inspections to assure that the
manufactured multifamily dwellings are in compliance with the
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plans approved by the department. All inspections shall be per-
formed by a certified commercial building inspector.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff.4-1-95; am. (5), Register, Octo-
ber, 1996, No, 490, eff. 11--1--96,

Comm 66.25 Individual variance from a specific
rule, (1) GENERAL. The department may grant an individual
variance to a specific rule only if the granting of the variance does
not result in lowering the level of health, safety, and welfare estab-
lished or intended by the specific rule. The department may con-
sider other reasonable criteria in determining whether a variance
should be granted, including the effect of granting the variance on
statewide and local uniformity.

Note: Section 101.02 (6), Stars., and ch. Comm 3 outline the procedure forsubmit-
ting Petitions to the dep"nent and the department procedures for hearing petitions.

(2) APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE, The applicant shall submit the
application for variance on a form prescribed by the department
to the municipality exercising jurisdiction. Where no municipali-
ty exercises jurisdiction, the application shall be submitted to the
department. The following items shall be submitted when re-
questing a variance:

(a) A clear and concise written statement of the specific provi-
sions of this chapter from which a variance is requested, together
with a specific statement of the procedure and materials to be used
if the variance is granted.

(b) The fee specified in ch. Comm 2.
(c) Any fee for processing the application that is required by

a municipality which administers and enforces this chapter.
Note: Copies of compliance are available from the Safety and Buildings Division,

PO Box 7162, Madison, W153707, telephone 6081266--1818.

(3) MUNICIPAL RECONWENDATION. The municipality adminis-
tering and enforcing this chapter shall submit all applications for
variance to the department within 10 business days after receipt.
The municipality's submittal shall include the fire department's
position statement in sub. (4), if applicable, and may include a mu-
nicipal recommendation of whether the variance should be
granted. Any recommendation from a municipality shall be on a
form prescribed by the department and include all of tite follow-
ing:

(a) What inspections, if any, have taken place concerning the
dwelling for which a variance is requested. .

(b) Whether any correction orders have been issued concern-
ing the dwelling.

(e) Whether the granting of the variance would substantially
affect the health, safety, or welfare of any individual within the
municipality.

Note: Copies of compliance are available from the Safety and Buildings Division,
PO Box 7162, Madison, WI 53707, telephone 608/266-1818.

(4) FIRE DEPARTMENT POSITION STATEMENT. Afire department
having responsibility in a rule for which a variance is being re-
quested may only report its position on the variance on a form pre-
scribed by the department.

Note: Coplesof compliance are available from the Safety and Buildings Division,
PO Box 7162, Madison, W153707, telephone 60066-181$.

(5) DEPARTMENTAL ACTION. Where a municipality administers
and enforces this chapter, the department shall approve or deny
applications for variance and mail a notice of the results to the mu-
nicipality and the applicant within 30 business days after receipt
of the application and recommendation. Where the department
administers and enforces this chapter, the department shall ap-
prove or deny applications for variance and mail a notice of the
result to the applicant within 30 business days for regular petitions
for variance, or within 10 business days for priority petitions for
variance as provided in ch, Comm 2.

Htstory: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, ell'. 4-1-95.

Comm 66.27 Municipal varlanco from this chapter.
(1) GENERAL. Any municipality exercising or intending to exer-
cise jurisdiction under this chapter may apply to the department
for a variance permitting the municipality to adopt an ordinance

not in conformance with this chapter.. The department shall re-
view and make a determination on a municipal request under this
section within 60 business days of receipt of the request:

(2) APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE. The department may grant a
municipal variance only where all of the following are demon-
strated:

(a) The municipality demonstrates that the variance is neces-
sary to protect the health, safety, and welfare of individuals within
the municipality because of specific climate or soli conditions
generally existing within the municipality,

(b) The municipality demonstrates that the granting of thevari-
ance, when viewed both individually and in conjunction with oth-
er variances requested by the municipality, does not impair the sta-
tewide uniformity of this chapter.

(3) DEPARTb1ER'TAL INQUIRY. Prior to making a determination,
the department shall solicit within the municipality and consider
the statements of any interested persons as to whether the variance
should be granted.

(4) UNIFORMITY. This section shall be strictly construed in ac-
cordance with the goal of promoting statewide uniformity.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95.

Comm 66.28 Appeals of orders and determinations
and for extension of time. (1) APPEALS OF ORDERS AND DE-
TERMINATIONS BY A MUNICIPALITY EXERCISING IURISDIC'HON. (a)
General. Appeal of an order or determination of a municipality
exercising jurisdiction under this chapter, including denial of an
application for a permit, shall be made in accordance with the pro-
cedure in ch, 68, Slats., except as provided in this subsection.

(b) Appeal of a final detennination by a municipality exercis-
ingjurisdlction. Appeal of a final determination by a municipality
maybe made to the department in lieu of the judicial review speci-
fied in ch. 68, Stats. Any appeal to the department shall be in writ-
i ng stating the reason for the appeal. All appeals shall be filed with
the department within 10 business days of the date the final deter-
mination is rendered under ch. 68, Stats. The department shall
render a written decision on all appeals within 60 business days
of receipt of all calculations and documents necessary to complete
the review.

(c) Informal appeal ofany determination byamunicipalityex-
ereising jurisdiction: Informal appeal of any determination by a
municipality may be made to the department prior to exhausting
the procedures in ch. 68, Stats. The department may . require the
appeal to be in writing and may require the municipality's re-
sponse to the appeal, prior to issuing a determination, The depart-
ment's determination may be in writing but may not prevent the
appellant from exhausting the procedures in ch, 68, Stats„ and par.
(b).

(d) Appeal ofa determination by a nttnaicipality electing to not
be governed by ch. 68, Stats. Any appeal of an order or determina-
tion of a municipality exercising jurisdiction under this chapter
and electing to not be governed by ch. 68, Stats., shall be in writing
to the department and shall state the reason for the appeal. The de-
partment shall render a written decision on any appeal within 60
business days of receipt of all calculations and documents neces-
sary to complete the review.

(2) APPEALS OF ORDERS AND DETERMINATIONS BY THE DEPART-
mENT. Appeal of an order or determination of the department
made pursuant to this chapter, including denial of an application
for approval, shall be in accordance with the procedure in s.
101.02 (6) (e) to (i), and (8), Stats. The department shall review
and make a determination on an appeal of an order or determina-
tion within 60 business days of receipt of all calculations and doc-
uments necessary to complete the review.

(3) EXTENSIONS OF TIME. (a) When an order issued under s.
Comm 66.23 is appealed, the time specified in s. Comm 66.23 (3)
for correction of the order is automatically extended to the ter-
mination of the appeal procedure,
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(b) The department or municipality administering and enforc-
ing this chapter may grant additional time to comply with a viola-
tion order.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95. 	 .

Comm 66.29 Violations and penalties. (1) VIOLA-
TIONS. No person may construct or alter any dwelling in violation
of any provision of this chapter.

(2) INJUNCTION. When a violation occurs, the department may
bring legal action to enjoin the violation.

(3) ORDINANCp_s. This chapter does not affect the enforcement
of any ordinance or regulation, the violation of which occurred
prior to the effective date of this chapter.

(4) PENALTIES. Penalties for violations shall be assessed in ac-
cordance with s. 101:978, Stats. .

Note: Section 101.978, Swts., reads, "Any person who violates this subchapter or
any rules promulgated under this subchapter shall forfeit not less than $25 nor more
than $500 for each offense. Each day of continued violation constitutes a separate
offense."

(5) MUNICIPAL ENFORCEMFNT. Any municipality which ad-
ministers and enforces this chapter may, by ordinance, provide
remedies and penalties that do not conflict with subs, (1) to (4).

History: Cr, Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95.

Subehapter II—Occupancy Requirements

Comm 66.32 . Construction. (1) GENERAL. For the pur-
pose of determining the maximum height and area of buildings
within the scope of this chapter, the building construction is classi-
fied in accordance with the construction standards specified in s.
Comm 51.03, Floor systems for mezzanines, lofts, and open bal-
conies located within an individual dwelling unit may be non-
rated.

(2) DwaLLINO UNIT sEPARAnaN. (a) 1. Except where 2-hour
fire resistance is provided in accord with s. Comm 66.33 (1), each
dwelling unit shall be separated from other units, common use
areas, and the exit access corridors by construction protected with
fire-protective membranes consisting of at least the equivalent of
one layer of 5/8-inch type X gypsum wallboard with taped joints,
on each side of the wall and on the ceiling. Where the building is
equipped with an automatic fire sprinkler system in accordance
with s. Comm 66.33 (1), and except as provided in s. Comm 66.33
(2) (a), the protection may be reduced to a single layer of 112-inch
type X gypsum wallboard with taped joints, on each'side of the
wall, and on the ceiling.

Note: Section Comm 66.345 (3xe) requires a I-hour rated dwelling unit sepa-
ration that extends from the foundation to the underside or the roof deck, for
rowhouse or townhouse dwelling units which are exempt from the secondary
egress requirements in that section. The same separation is referenced under ch,
Comm 16 for 2 adjacent rowhouse or townhouse dwelling units that share a single
electrical service.

2. The fire-protective membrane required in subd, 1. shall be
fastened to the framing or suspended in the manner required for
1-hour fire-resistive rated assemblies, except the fastening to the
ceiling may be made without the clips associated with that manner
if the spacing of the fasteners does not exceed the spacing of the
framing elements, .

3. The fire-protective membrane required in subd. 1. may be
omitted on the ceiling of the topmost story if the dwelling unit sep-
aration wall extends to the roof deck.

(b) 1. Mineral fiber or glass fiber type insulation may be used
to fill the cavity spaces of the separation specified in par. (a).

2, Soundboard products may be used in conjunction with the
systems specified in par. (a).

(3) BASEMENT AND GROUND FLOORS. (a) A Ceiling located be-
low the first story of a multifamily dwelling shall be protected
with a fire-protective membrane consisting of at least the equiva-
lent of one layer of 518-inch type X gypsum wallboard with taped
joints. Fastening of the membrane shall be in accord with sub. (2)
(a) 2•

(b) The provisions of par. (a) do not apply where the space be-
low the first story is a dwelling unit or portion thereof, where the
space below the first story is a nondwelling unit portion that is pro-
tected by an approved automatic sprinkler system, and in crawl-
spaces.

(e) All foundations shall meet the requirements for the soil
bearing values contained in s, Comm 53.21 and the structural de-
sign standards listed in s. Comm 53,61, All pressure-treated
wood and plywood shall be treated and identified in accordance
with adopted standards of the American Wood Preservers Bureau.

(4) ATTACHED GARAGES. (a) An attached garage that is larger
than 600 square feet in area shall either be separated from the rest
of the multifamily dwelling by 3--hour fire--resistive rated
construction, or be protected by an automatic fire sprinkler system
and be separated by 2-hour fire resistiverated construction, As
used throughout this chapter, an attached garage includes, but is
not limited to, a basement garage.

(b) 1, a. An attached garage which is 600 square feet or less
in area, or which is divided into areas of 600 square feet or less by
construction having at least one-hour fire resistiverating, shall
be separated from the rest .of the multifamily dwelling by the
construction specified in sub. (2). Any opening in a wall separat-
ing the garage from the rest of the multifamily dwelling shall be
protected by means of a self-closing door assembly providing a
minimum fire-resistive rating of 314 hours, except as provided in
subd. 1. b.

b. For an attached garage that serves a single dwelling unit,
the door shall have a minimum fire rating of 20 minutes. A
13/4 inch  solid core wood or insulated metal door may be
installed with a pair of f 112-inch steel hinges in a 1 7132-inch
minimum thick solid wood frame with a 112-inch thick door stop.
The self-closing device may be omitted.

2. Facilities for repairing or fueling vehicles are prohibited
within an attached garage.

(c) Small, gasoline-fired equipment and associated, incidental
containers of gasoline that are used in maintaining the dwelling
premises may be stored in an attached garage, without providing
additional fire-resistive separation,

Note; Automatic operators of residential vehicular garage doors are required by
the federal consumer product safety commission to include an external entrapment
protection device that conforms to various specifications. Operators that comply
with thisrequirement generally are labeledwith the Underwriters Laboratory logo or
listing marts and a date of manufacture subsequent to January. 1, 1993.

. 3. Provide a 10-gauge steel sleeve . one inch larger in diameter
than the plastic piping or electrical wiring and extending 10inches
beyond both faces of the assembly, with the annular space be-
tween the plastic component and protective sleeve packed with a
noncombustible filler,

4, Wrap the plastic component for a distance of at least 3 feet
from both faces of the fire-rated assembly with at least one inch
of noncombustible insulating material. The. noncombustible in-
sulation material shall be mechanically attached to the plastic
component.

(5) PENETRATIONS. (a) Fire-resistive assemblies. Openings
that occur around ducts, pipes, and conduits or other penetrating
items that penetrate required fire-resistive assemblies shall be
protected in accordance with s. Comm 51.049.

(b) Fire-protective membranes. The annular space around
ducts, pipes, and conduits or other penetrating items that penetrate
fire-protective membranes required under or referenced in subs.
(2) (a), (3) (a), and (4) (b)1, a„ ss. Comm 66.33 (2) (a) and (b) 1.,
and 66.42 (2) shall be protected in the same manner as required for
1--hour fire-resistive rated assemblies in s. Comm 51.049.

Note; The reference to 1--hour fire-resistive rating does not require that the Tue-
protective membranes as described in s. Comm 66.32 (2) provide a 1-hour rating as
a listed assembly.

(e) Ceiling ducts. 1. Except as provided in subd. 2. a duct larg-
er than 20 square inches that penetrates a ceiling fire protective
membrane required under or referenced in subs. (2) (a), (3) (a),
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and (4) (b) I. a., ss. Comm 66.33 (2) (a) and (b) 1., and 66.42 (2)
shall be protected in the same manner as required for 1-hour rated
assemblies in accordance with one of the following:

a. A fire damper as specified in s. Comm 64.42.
b. A listed duct outlet protection system.
c. At least 6 feet of continuous steel ductwork from the mem-

brane penetration toward the air handling unit.
2. A duct is not required to be protected in accordance with

subd. 1. provided the floor ceiling assembly lids been tested and
listed without protecting the duct penetration and maintains the
fire resistance rating of the assembly.

Note: The reference to 1-hour fire-resistive rating does not require that the fire
protective membranes as described in s. Comm 66.32 (2) provide a 1-hour rating as
a listed assembly.

History, Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, e ff. 4--1-95; am. (3) (e), (4) (a), r. (3)
(d), Register, June, 1996, No.486, eff.7-1-961 am. (4) (b)1, a., r. and recr. (5), Reg-
ister, September, 1998, No. 513, eff, 10-1-98.

Comm 66.33 Allowable area and height. (1) FLOOR
AREAS. (a) An automatic fire sprinkler system or 2-hour fire re-

Total Floor Total Floor Area of Nondwellhlg Unit Portions

Class of Construction Area Within Number (Common use areas, such as corridors,
Individual of Units stairways, basements, cellars, vestibules,

Dwelling Units community rooms, laundry rooms, pools, etc.)

Type I----Fire Resistive Type A 16,000 sq ft.
T
ype 2—Fire Resistive Type B 12,000 sq ft

Type 3--Metal Frame Protected 8,000 sq ft

Type 4—Heavy Timber

'Type SA—Masonry Protected 16,000 sq ft 20 units..
Type 513—Masonry Unprotected 5,600 sq ft
Type 6—Metal Frame Unprotected

Type 7—Wood Frame Protected

Type 8—Wood Frame Unprotected 4,800 sq ft

sistance shall be provided in every multifamily dwelling that con-
tains floor areas or dwelling units exceeding any of the thresholds
established in Table 66.33-A. The floor areas specified in the
thresholds do not include any of the following:

1. Areas that are outside a building, as in the following:
a. Porches that are open to the outside. atmosphere.
b. Exterior stairs.
c. Exterior platforms.
d. Exterior landings. .
e. Exterior decks.
2. An attached garage that meets all of the following criteria:
a. Has a floor area of 600 square feet or less.
b. Serves a single dwelling unit,
c. Is accessed directly from the dwelling unit.
d. Is separated from the remainder of the building by at least

1-hour rated fire--resistive construction.
Note: Housing units that receive federal funding may be required by federal

regulations to have sprinkler protection regardless of building size.

TABLE 66,33-A
THRESHOLDS ABOVE WHICH SPRINKLERS OR 2-HOUR SEPARATION ARE REQUIRED

(b) An unpierced. 4 hour-rated building division wall
constructed as specified in s. Comm 51.02 (13) may be used to
separate a building into smaller buildings which individually do
not exceed the thresholds in Table 66.33-A and which therefore
are not required to have an automatic sprinkler system or 2-hour
fire resistance.

Note; The separation specified in thiisparagraph does not enable circumvention of
requirements relating to barrier-free accessibility or fair housing:

(c) Two-hour fire resistance for sloping roofs may be provided
with one of the following:

1. A 2-hour rated ceiling.
2. a. Extension of all2hour vertical separations to the under-

side of the roof deck, except as provided in subd. 2, b.
Note: Section Comm 51.042 (8) requires a 2-hour fire-resistive rating for struc-

tural elements that support 2-hour fire-resistive construction.

b. Where an exterior wall of a dwelling unit extends above the
roof of an adjoining unit, the portion of the wall extending above
that roof is not required to have a 2-hour rating if the underlying
roof-ceiling assembly has a rating of at least 1--hour or the ceiling
membrane provides a finish rating of at least 60 minutes,

Note. A floor-ceiling assembly separating one level of a dwelling unit from anoth-
er level of the samcunit is not required to have a 2-hour fire-resistive rating, except
asspecifiedin Comm Table 51.03-A. However, unders. Comm 66.32 (1), theratings
in that Table do not apply to floor systems for mezzanines, lofts, and open balconies
within a dwelling unit.

(d) Automatic fire sprinkler systems in buildings of 4 stories
or less shall comply with NFPA 13R or 13, as adopted by reference
in s. Comm 51.25, except the sprinklers within the dwelling units
shall be residential type and installed in accord with the recom-
mendations and requirements of the manufacturer. However, any
dwelling unit areas for which sprinkler manufacturers do not have

residential-type installation recommendations shall be protected
in accord with NFPA 13.

(e) Automatic fire sprinkler systems in buildings of 5 to 6 sto-
ries shall comply with NFPA 13 as adopted by reference in s.
Comm 51.25, except the sprinklers within the dwelling units shall
be residential type and installed in accord with the recommenda-
tions and requirements of the manufacturer. However, any dwell-
ing unit areas for which sprinkler manufacturers do not have resi-
dential-type installation recommendations shall be protected in
accord with NFPA 13.

(f) In the automatic fire sprinkler systems specified in pars. (d)
and (e), sprinklers may be omitted in the following locations:

1. Unheated exterior storage rooms that do not exceed 12
square feet in area.

2. Unheated exterior mechanical equipment rooms that do not
exceed 16 square feet in area.

3. Storage areas not exceeding 1500 square feet in area that
are in nondwelling unit portions and separated from the remainder
of the building by at least 2-hour fire-resistive construction, pro-
vided the areas are equipped with an approved smoke detection
system which complies with all of the following:

a. The smoke detection system is directly and permanently
wired to a proper unswitched circuit.

b. The smoke detection system is interconnected with the
building manual fire alarm system. If the building does not have
a manual fire alarm system, the smoke detection system shall be
capable of sounding an audible alarm that can be heard in all occu-
pied areas of the building.
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(g) Except as specified in par. (f) 3., a building that will contain
a sprinklered portion and a 2-hour fire-resistive unsprinklered
portion shall have those portions separated by a 4-hour unpferced
Fire wall. .

(2) ALLOWABLE AREA AND HEIGHT. (a) Buildings exceeding
the thresholds in sub. (1). Buildings protected by an automatic fire
sprinkler system or 2-hour fire resistance in accordance with sub,
(1) are not limited in area or height, up to the 60-foot maximum
in s. Comm 66.03 (6), except that buildings of Type 7 of 8
construction may have no more than 4 occupied floor levels of
wood frame construction; any additional floor levels shall be of
Type 5 or better construction, and the total number of stories may
not exceed 4. For Type 8 buildings, the structural building ele-
ments as listed in Table 51.03--A, and the dwelling unit separa-
tions listed in s. Comm 66.32 (2), but not those elements specified
in sub. (1) (a) 1., shall be protected with at least the 518-inch type
X wallboard or equivalent as specified in s. Comm 66.32.(2).

Note: Tbere are other requirements that Impactor affect the fire resistive ratings
or properties of exterior walls and elements, such as the setback limitations for prop-
erty lines under s. Comm 51.43.

'. (b) Buildings at or below the thresholds in sub. (1). 1. Build-
ings without the sprinkler protection or 2-hour fire resistance re-
quired by sub. (1) shall comply with Table 66.33-B, except that
Type 8 buildings may be built to the Type 7 limits in that table if
the structural building elements listed in Table 51.03--A for Type
8, but not those elements specified in sub. (1) (a)1., are protected
with at least the 5/8-inch type X wallboard or equivalent as speci-
fied in s. Comm 66.32 (2).

Note. '1lrere are other requirements that impact or affect the fire resistive ratings
or properties of exterior walls and elements, such as the setback limitations for prop-
erties lines under s. Comm 51.03.

2, .a, Except as provided in subd. 2. b. and c., a building with-
out the sprinkler protection or 2-hour fire resistance required by
sub. (1) shall be separated from any other building or property fine
by either a 10-foot setback or a 4-hour-rated wail.

b. The property lines specified in subd, 2, a, do not include
property lines along streets.

c. The separation in subd. 2, a, does not apply where the com-
bined areas or dwelling units of buildings closer than 10 feet are
at or below the thresholds in sub. (1).

TABLE 66.33-B

HEIGHT LIMITATIONS FOR BUILDINGS WITHOUT
AUTOMATIC FIRE SPRINKLER SYSTEM

PROTECTION OR TWO-HOUR FIRE RESISTANCE

Class of Construction Number of Stories

Type 1-Fire Resistive Type A
Type 2-Fire Resistive Type B 6

Type 3-Metal Frame .Protected 4

Type 4--Heavy Timber
Type 5a-Masonry Protected 4

Type 5B----Masonry Unprotected

Type 6-Metal Frame Unprotected
Type 7-Wood Frame Protected 3

Type 8-Wood Frame Unprotected 2

(c) Mixed-use buildings, 1. In a building containing a multi-
family'dwelling and one or more occupancies that are regulated
by chs. Comm 54 to 62, the chs. Comm 54 to 62 occupancy shall
comply with subds. 2. and 3. and be separated from the multifami-
ly dwelling in accord with s. Comm 51.08 except as follows:

a. In applying Table 51.08, the multifamily dwelling shall be
treated as a ch. Comm 57 occupancy.

b. Any of the fire-resistive ratings in Table 51.08 that are less
than 4 hours shall be increased by 1 hour.

2. The chs. Comm 54 to 62 occupancy may not be on a floor
or story that exceeds the height limitation specified in s. Comm
51.02 (21).

3. The chs. Comm 54 to 62 occupancy shall comply with the
applicable requirements in chs. Comm 50 to 64, including class
of construction separation, maximum floor area, and minimum
automatic fire sprinkler system protection.

4. An .unpierccd, 4-hour-rated building division wall
constructed as specified in s. Comm 51.02 (13) may be used to
separate the multifamily use, Buildings in which the multifamily
use is separated from chs. Comm 54 to 62 occupancies in this
manner may be designed to meet' only the ch. Comm 66 require-
ments on the multifamily side and to meet only the ells. Comm 50
to 64 requirements on the other side.

(3) AMC CoafPARTMENTALdZATLON. Attics shall be compart-
mentalized in accordance with s. Comm 51.02 (19), except that
the uncompartmentallzcd area may not exceed 15,000 square feet
in attics containing sprinkler protection complying with NFPA 13
or in buildings having the 2-hour fire resistance required by sub.
(1)•

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95; r. (1) (a), (c), Table
66.33-13; nenum. (1) (b) to be (1) (a), (1) (d) and (e) to be (1) (b) and (c), (1) (f) and
(g) to be (1) (d) and (e), (1) (h) and (f) to be (1) (f) and (g) and am. (1) (a), (b), (c) 2.,
(d), (e), (f) (introJ, (g) and (2) (b)1.,cr. (1) (c)2. b., renum. Table 66.33-Cto be Table
66.33-B and L and recr. Table 66.33-B, Register, June, 1996, No. 486, eff. 7-I-96;
reprinted to correct error in (1) (e), Register, December, 1996, No. 492; am. (2) (a)
and (b)1., Register, September, 1998 ) No. 513, eff. 14-1-98.

Comm 66.335 Access roadways for fire. apparatus.
(1) Buildings shall be accessible to fire department apparatus by
means of access roadways. An access roadway shall be at least 24
feet in width, have a driving surface capable of supporting the im-
posed loads of the fire apparatus during all weather conditions, be
located within 50 feet of the building, extend along at . least 25%
of the total building perimeter, and have a minimum vertical clear-
ance of 13 feet 6 inches. Alternate means of access not complying
with the specific criteria listed in this section but receiving written
approval of the local fire department shall be considered as meet-
ing these requirements,

(2) From the access roadway, at least 50% of the building pe-
rimeter shall be reachable with 150 feet of fire hose, and the re-
maining perimeter shall be "reachable with 250 feet of fire hose.

(3) The space between the access roadway and the building
shall be free of permanent obstructions that may impede firefight-
ing access, such as fences, hedges, walls, substantial grade
changes, or waterways.

(4) (a) A minimum outside turning radius of 50 feet and a
minimum inside turning radius of 22 feet shall be provided and
maintained.

(b) A dead-end private access roadway longer than 300 feet
shall have a turnaround with a minimum outside radius of 50 feet.

(5) (a) The access roadway shall be kept free at all times of all
obstructions, including parked vehicles and snow.

(b) The access roadway shall be maintained to support the im-
posed loads of fire apparatus during all weather conditions.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No.471, eff. 4--1-95,

Comm 66.34 Number and location of exits. (1) NUM-
BER of Ex1TS. (a) Except as provided in pars. (b) and (c), each
dwelling unit shall have exits or exit accesses in accordance with
one of the following;

1. The unit shall have at least 1 exit access doorinto a common
area of the building arranged such that there are 2 directions of
travel from the unit's exit access door, leading to separate exits.

2. The unit shall have 2 separate exits contained within the
unit.

3. The unit shall be provided with 2 exit access doors into sep-
arate common areas, with each common area provided with at
least I exit.
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4. The unit shall he provided with an exit access door into a	 (b) The means of egress shall be located such that in case any
common area with at least I exit, in addition to an exit contained means is blocked, some other means will still be available.
within the unit.

(b) The second exit for a dwelling unit may be through an at-
tached garage which serves only that unit and which is provided
with an exit door that discharges to grade. An overhead garage
door may not be counted as an exit door.

(c) A unit with a habitable room on a floor of exit discharge
may be provided with at least 1 exit, directly from the unit to the
exterior, with the unit exit door sill at or within 6 feet of grade at
the exit door.

(2) DISTANCE To ExiT. (a) 1. Except as provided in subd. 2.
and s: Comm 66.36 (2) (c), exits shall be distributed so that the en-
trance to each dwelling unit is no more than 100 feet from an exit,
measuring along the shortest horizontal distance in common-use
passageways or corridors.

2. Where 2-hour fire resistance or fire sprinkler system
protection as specified in s. Comm 66.33 (1) is provided, an in-
crease in exit distance to 200 feet is permitted, except as provided
in s. Comm 66.36 (2) (c).

(b) The exit distances required by this section shall be mea-
sured to exits to grade, to doors leading to stairway enclosures as
specified in ss. Comm 66A  and 51.18, to horizontal exits as spe-
cified in s. Comity 51.19, or to the top of exterior stairways as spe-
cified in s. Comm 66.41 (3),

(3) ExiT nISTRI UnON, (a) Except as provided in par, (b), exit
access passageways and corridors that serve more than one exit
shall provide direct connection to those exits in 2 directions from
any point in the passageway or corridor. The angle between the
2 d irections may not he less than 90°. An exit access door play be
recessed no more than 3 feet into an alcove serving only that exit
access, provided the alcove width is at least 3 feel . .

(b) A dead-end corridor may be provided if its length to the
2 directions in par, (a) is no more than 20 feet and if the building
is protected with 2-hour lire resistance or a sprinkler system as
specified ins. Comm 66.33 (1). An exit access door opening into
a dead-end corridor maybe counted as having 2 directions of trav-
el.

(4) EXITS FOR NONDWLLLING UNIT PORTIONS OF BUILDINGS. Ex-
its serving nondwelling unit portions of buildings shall be as spe-
cified in ss. Comm 54.02 to 54.07 or 55.06 to 55, 10, whichever is
applicable.

History: Cr. Register, March,1995, No. 471, eff.4-1-95; am. (2) (a), r. (4) to (7),
renum. (8) to be (4), Register, June, 1996, No. 486, eff. 7--1-96.

Comm 66.345 Egress within dwelling units.
(1) EGRFSS FROM SLEEPING ROOMS, Every sleeping room shall
have at least 2 means of egress. Windows complying with
s. Comm 66.36 (2) (d) 3. to 6. may housed as a substitute for one
of these 2 means of egress. This subsection does not apply to lofts
as specified in sub. (2).

(2) I.oFm (a) The minimum opening in a loft's common wall
to the floor below may be infringed upon by an open guardrail
constructed in compliance with s. Comm 66.40, but not by a win-
dow or half-wall guardrail. All habitable rooms of a loft shall be,
open to the floor below.

(b) A loft exceeding 400 square feet in area shall have at least
I stairway to the floor below.

(c) A loft 400 square feet or less in area shall have at least
1 stairway or ladder to the floor below. A ladder shall comply
with s. Comm 66.39 (4),

(3) EGRESS FROM AN UPPER FLOOR OF A MULTILEVEL DWELLING

uNiT. (a) Except as provided in par. (e), and s. Comm 66.39 (3)
(e), at least 2 means of egress shall be provided from each habit-
able floor above the main floor of a multilevel dwelling unit. As
used in this subsection, the main floor ofa multilevel dwelling unit
means the floor level that contains the main entrance to the unit,

(c) At least one of the means of egress shall be a stairway or
ramp that discharges to either the next lower floor, to grade, or to
a common-use corridor or passageway.

(d) The second means of egress may be egress windows that
comply with s. Comm 66,36 (2) (d), a rescue platform that com-
plies with s. Comm 66.36 (2) (b), or a stairway or ramp which
complies with par. (c) or which discharges to a rescue platform
that complies with s. Comm 66.36 (2) (b). If the upper floor does
not contain any bedrooms, egress windows that otherwise comply
with s. Comm 66.36 (2) (d) may be provided in each habitable
room on that floor, as the second means of egress from that floor.

(e) An upper floor of a rowhouse or townhouse may be pro-
vided with a single means of egress, if that means of egress is a
stairway or ramp which discharges to the next lower floor, and if
each dwelling unit is separated from any adjacent unit by 1--hour
fire---resistive rated construction which extends from the founda-
tion to the underside of the roof deck. This paragraph does not ex-
empt a sleeping room on an upper floor from the requirements in
sub. (1).

Note: See s. Comm 66.03 (10) for a definition of rowhouse and townhouse.
History: Cr., Register, June, 1996, No. 486, eff. 7-I-96; correction in (3) (a)

made under s. 1193 (2m) (b) 7., Stam, Register, September,1998, No. 513.

Comm 66.35 Capacity of buildings and exits. Theoc-
cupant load for determining the size of the elements of the exits
shall be based on 2 persons for each bedroom or on actual use,
whichever is greater.

History; Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff..4-1-95.

Comm 66.36 Type of exits. (1) GENERAL. Except as
provided in sub. (2) (a), at least one-half of the required exits, ac-
cessible from each dwelling unit, shall be exits to grade or stair-
ways as specified in s. Comm 66.38. Except as provided in sub.
(2) (b) to (d), the remaining exits shall be either stairways, interior
enclosed stairways, exits to grade, or horizontal exits. Fire es-
capes placed against blank walls may be used as exits from floors
which are in existing buildings and which are not more than 40
feet above grade.

(2) ExcEPTIom. (a) Every building which accommodates
more than either one dwelling unit or 8 persons above the second
story shall have at least.2 stairways...

(b) A rescue platform of combustible construction may be used
as a required second exit for buildings with 3 or fewer stories, pro-
vided par, (c) and all of the following conditions are satisfied:

1. The platform serves a single dwelling unit.
2. The height of the platform floor is either at the elevation of

the second story or no more than 15 feet above the adjacent grade
below the platform, whichever is less. If a roof that complies with
subd. 8 occurs below the platform, the grade where exit from the
roof occurs is no more than 15 feet below the platform.

3. The platform area is at least 14 square feet, with a minimum
dimension of 3 feet, except that if the platform is inside the build-
ing, the minimum area is 100 square feet. .

4. If inside the building, the platform is separated from all oth-
er parts of the dwelling unit by I-hour fire-resistive construction,
is provided with an access door which complies with s, Comm
66.37 (2), is provided with a means to vent smoke and to supply
fresh air to the occupants, and is provided with an egress opening
which complies with par. (d).

5. The platform is designed for at least 80 pounds per square
foot live load plus dead load.

6, Any wood used in the construction of an exterior platform
is of a durable species which is resistant to decay or which is pres-
sure-preservative treated in accord with AWPA Cl, C2, or C9, as
adopted by reference in s. Comm 51.25,

7. Railings which are designed and constructed to withstand
a load of at least 200 pounds applied in any direction at any point
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are provided on the open sides of the platform, at an elevation 3
feet above the platform, and include balusters, intermediate rails,
or an ornamental pattern designed such that a sphere 6 inches in
diameter cannot pass through any opening in the rail.

8. The platform is accessible to firefighters and firefighting
equipment. Walls, fences, substantial grade changes, or other ob-
structions shall not impede access to the platform. An underlying
roof having a slope of less than or equal to 4 in 12 is not considered
to impede access.

(c) Where a rescue platform or egress windows are provided
as the second required exit, the distance to the primary exit may
not exceed 35 feet.

(d) Windows used for exiting. 1. Windows that are installed
for exit purposes shall be limited in accordance with par. (c) and
shall comply with the requirements of this paragraph.

2. A window complying with this paragraph shall be provided
in each bedroom.

3. The window shall be accessible to firefighters and fire-
fighting equipment. Walls, fences, substantial grade changes, or
other obstructions shall not impede access to the window. An un-
derlying roof having a.slope of less than or equal to 4 in 12 is not
considered to impede access,

4. The window shall be openable from the inside without the
use of tools or the removal of a sash. If equipped with a storm or
screen, the storm or screen shall be operable from the inside.

5. a. The nominal size of the net clear window opening shall
be at least 20 inches in width by 24 inches in height, Nominal di-
mensions shall be determined by rounding up fractions of inches
if they are 112 inch or greater or rounding down fractions of inches
if they are less than 1/2 inch.

. b. Except as provided in subd. 4. c., no portion of the window,
including stops, stools, meeting rails, and operator arms of an aw-
ning window, may infringe on the required opening.

c. The movable sash of a casement window may infringe on
the required opening width. The net clear opening width of a case-
ment window shall be measured between the stops.

d. The area and dimension requirements ofsubd.4, a. may be
infringed on by a storm window,

6. The sill height may not be more than 46 inches above the
floor or the top of a permanent platform, with or without steps,
installed below the window. The platform and steps, if provided,
shall be as wide as the actual egress opening and have a minimum
tread depth of 9 inches and maximum riser height of 8 inches.

7. The bottom of the window opening shall be no more than
15 feet above the adjacent grade directly below the window, or the
grade where exit occurs from a roof which is below the window
and which complies with subd. 3.

8. If a window that is provided as an exit is located below
grade, an areaway shall be provided. The width of the areaway
shall be at least equal to the width of the exit window. The bottom
of the areaway may not be more than 46 inches below grade. The
areaway length shall be at least 1 1/2 times the depth of the bottom
of the opening with a minimum of 3 feet measured perpendicular
to the building wall. The areaway shall be constructed to prevent
rainfall flowing into the areaway from entering the dwelling,

History: Cr. Register, March,1995, A'o.471, eff.4-1-95; ani. (2) (b)2., cr. (2) (b)
a., (2) (d) 2., T. and recr. (2) (c), renum. (2) (d) 2. to 7. to be (2) (d) 3. to 8. and am.
(2) (d) 3., 7., Register„ 9una, 1996, No. 486, eff. 7-1 96.

Comm 66.37 Doors. (1) EXIT AND EXIT ACCESS DOORS.
(a) General. Except as provided in par. (b), exit doors shall be
swinging doors that open in the direction of egress. Exit doors
shall have a width of at least 36 inches and shall meet the minimum
aggregate width requirements in s. Comm 66A2 (3) (c) and (d).

(b) Exceptions. 1. A sliding, glazed patio-type door may serve
.as the second exit from an individual dwelling unit if there is a
means to prevent accumulation of snow and ice in the door track

or freezing of the door. Permanent obstructions, such as electric
baseboard heating units, may not be installed in front of patio
doors.

2. A door which is used by not more than 25 persons is not
required to open in the direction of egress.

3. A secondary exit door from a dwelling unit may have a
clear opening of no less than 32 inches.

(c) Door heights, Primary exit doors shall have a height of at
least 6 feet 8 inches. All other exit doors shall have a height of at
least 6 feet 4 inches.

(d) Door hardware. Dwelling unit exit doors and exit doors
serving nondwelling unit portions of buildings containing 10 or
fewer dwelling units may have dead bolt locks that are not inter-
connected with the door latch. Locks needing a key for unlocking
from the inside are prohibited.

(2) OPENINGS INTO CORRIDORS. (a) All doors opening into exit
access corridors shall be self-closing or automatic-closing, ex-
cept that any fire door extending across a corridor shall have an
automatic losing device which is activated by a smoke detector
complying with s. Comm 66.49 (3) and (4). Except as provided in
par, (b), the door openings shall be protected by at least 20-minute
labeled fire-door assemblies.

(b) 1. In a building having the sprinkler protection specified
in s. Comm 66.33 (1), the fire-resistive rating for a door opening
from a dwelling unit into a corridor may be applied to only the
door, rather than to the door assembly. A listed door assembly is
not required at this location.

2. In a building having the 2-hour fire--resistance specified
in s. Comm 66.33 (1), any dwelling unit door opening into an exit
access corridor shall be protected by at least 1 1/2-hour labeled
fire-door assembly.

116tory: Cr.Regg"ter, March,1995,No.471,eff.4-1-95; am. (2) (a), (b), Register,
June, 1996, NO 486, eff. 7

Comm 66.38 Exit steps, stairs, and ramps in non -
dwelling unit portions. (1) Exit steps, stairs, and ramps in
nondwelling unit portions shall comply with this section.

(2) REQUIRED WIDTH, '(a) Stairs or ramps shall have a width
of at least 36 inches and shall meet the minimum aggregate width
requirements in s. Comm 66.42 (3) (c) and (d). No more than 4
inches of each side of the minimum width may be occupied by any
obstruction, such as handrails, stringers, or baseboard heating
units,

(b) Under no circumstances may stairways or ramps decrease
in width in the line of travel toward an exit.

(3) HEADROOM. The headroom clearance shall be at least 6
feet 8 inches. In stairways, the minimum clearance shall be mea-
sured vertically from a line parallel to the nosing of the treads to
the ceiling or soffit directly above that line.

(4) RISERS, TREADS, AND RAMP SLOPES. (a)1.. Except as pro-
vided in subd. 2., all stairways and steps shall have a rise of not
more than 7 314. inches, measured from tread to tread, and a tread
of not less than 9 1/2 inches, measured from nosing to nosing of
tread. The slope of a tread may not exceed 1/4 inch per foot for
the depth of the tread. Treads and risers shall be uniform in any
one flight. Winders may not be used.

2. Stairs on required barrier-free accessible routes connect-
ing levels that are not connected by ail elevator shall comply with
all of the following:

Note: Stairs adjacent to an accessibleramp are considered to bestairson an acces-
sible route.

a. Steps shall have a rise of not more than 7 inches, measured
from tread to tread.

b. Steps shall have a tread ofnot less than 11 inches, measured
from nosing to nosing of tread.

c. Open risers may not be used.
Note: A stairway adjacent to an accessible ramp is considered a stairway on an ac-

cessible route.
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. (b) The edges of all treads and the edges of all stairway land-
ings shall be finished with a slip-resistant surface at least 3 inches
in width,

(c) Where an exit door leads to an outside platform or side-
walk, the level of the platform or sidewalk may not be more than
7 3/4 inches below the doorsill, except as provided in s. Comm
57.82 for a required barrier-free accessible route.

(d) 1. Except as provided in subd. 2., every stairway shall have
at least 3 risers.

2. Exterior stairs with less than 3 risers may be provided be-
tween exterior platforms and grade if the total length of the plat-
forms and treads does not exceed 5 feet in the direction of travel,
. (e) No flight of stairs may exceed l2 feet inheightunlessinter-
mediate landings are provided.

(f) Ramp slopes may not exceed 1:12. At-grade walkways
with gradients less than 1:20 are not considered to be ramps.

(g) Ramps and their landings shall be finished with a slip-re-
sistant surface.

Note: A coefficient of friction of 0.5 or greater is considered to be slip--resistant,
except that a coefficient of 0.6 is recommended for accessible routes, and a coeffi-
cient of 0.8 is recommended for ramps.

(6) LANr)iNcS AND PLATFORMS. (a) 1. Where a door is at the
top or bottom of a ramp or stairs, a landing or platform shall be
placed between the door and the stairway or ramp, regardless of
the swing of the door, except as provided in subd. 2.

2, Platforms may be omitted for ramps 6 feet or less in length.
Note: Chapter Comm 69 and subcb. H of ch. Comm 57 do not allow omission of

platforms on required barrier-free accessible routes.

(b) Every landing or platform shall be at least as wide as the
stairway or ramp, measured atright angles to the direction of trav-
el, and shall be at least 3 feet in length, measured in the direction
of travel.

(6) CuRVSo STAIRS. Curved stairs used as required exits shall
have a minimum radius at the interior edge of the tread of twice
the stair width and shall have. a minimum tread depth of 11 inches,
as measured 12 inches from the narrower end of the tread.

(7) EXTERIOR STAIRS. Exterior stairs for nondwelling unit por-
tions shall comply with this section,

History: Cr. Register, March,1995, No. 47I,eff, 4-1-95; reprinted to correct error
in (2), Register, December, 1996, No, 492.

Comm 66.39 Steps, stairs, and ramps within dwell-
ing units. (1) CHANCES IN ELEVATION WITHIN INDIVIDUAL.
Dwtii,L No uNiTs, Changes of elevation within a dwelling unit
shall be overcome by means of steps, stairs, ladders, or ramps and
shall be as specified in this section. Access to an attic or crawl-
space is exempt from these requirements.

(2) LANDINGS. (a) Intermediate landings. Intermediate land-
ings located in a flight of stairs shall be at least as wide as the stairs
and shall measure at least 3 feet in the d irection of travel.

(b) Landings at the top and base ofstairs. A level landing shall
be provided at the top and at the foot of every flight of stairs. The
landing shall be at least as wide as the stairs and shall measure at
least 3 feet in the d irection of travel.

(c) Obstructions. No more than 4 inches of each side of the
minimum landing width maybe occupied by any obstruction,
such as handrails, stringers, or baseboard heating units.

(d) Landings at doors. 1. Except as provided in subds, 2. to
5., level landings shall be provided on each side of any door lo-
cated at the foot or head of a stairway, regardless of the door swing.
In the application of the exceptions given in subds. 2, to 5., stair-
ways to attached garages or porches are considered to be interior
stairways.

2. A landing may not be required between a door and the head
of interior stairs if the door does not swing over the stairs..

3. A landing may not be required between a door and the head
of an interior stairway of 2 or fewer risers, regardless of the door
swing,

4. A landing may not be required between a sliding glass door
and the head of an exterior stairway of 3 or fewer risers.

5. An exterior landing, platform, or sidewalk at an exterior
doorway may not be more than 8 inches below the interior floor
elevation and, except as provided in s. Comm 57.84 for barrier-
free accessible routes, shall have a length at least equal to the
width of the door.

(3) STAIRS, (a) Minimum width. Every stair shall measure at
least 3 feet in width. No more than 4 inches of each side of the
minimum width may be occupied by any obstruction, such as
handrails, stringers, or baseboard heating units.

(b) Headroom. Except as provided in par. (e), every stair shall
have a minimum headroom clearance of 6 feet 4 inches. Themini-
mum clearance shall be measured vertically from a line parallel
to the nosing of the treads to theceiling or soffit directly above that
line.

(c) T reads and risers. Risers may not exceed 8 inches, mea-
sured vertically from tread to tread. Treads shall be at least 9 inch-
es deep, measured horizontally from nosing to nosing. There shall
be no variation in uniformity exceeding 3/16 inch in the depth of
treads or in the height of risers. The slope of a tread may not ex-
ceed 1/4 inch per foot for the depth of the tread. Riser and tread
dimensions should be measured prior to application of finish ma-
terials. No flight of stairs may exceed 12 feet in height unless in-
termediate landings are provided.

(d) Winders. Winder steps may be used in a flight of stairs
where the width of the tread is at least 3 feet and the winder tread
measures at least 7 inches in depth at a point 12 inches from the
narrow end of the tread.

(e) Spiral stairways. A spiral stairway may serve as the only
exit from a floor level that is no larger than 400 square feet. The
minimum tread width shall be 26 inches, with each tread having
a 7 inch minimum tread depth at 12 inches from the narrow edge.
All treads shall be identical, and the rise may not be more than 9
112 inches. A minimum headroom of 6 feet 6 inches shall be pro-
vided. The minimum clearance shall be measured vertically from
a line parallel to the nosing of the treads to the nearest obstruction
directly above that line.

(4) LADDERS. (a) General. Ladders that are used as part of a
required exit access shall conform to this subsection.

(b) Design load. Ladders shall be designed to withstand verti-
cal loads of at least 300 pounds,

(c) Tread or rungs. 1. Minimum tread dimensions shall be as
specified in Table 66.39. Treads less than 9 inches in depth shall
have open risers. All treads shall be uniform in dimension.

TABLE 66.39 .

LADDER TREADS AND RISERS

Pitch of Ladder Angle to Maximum Rise 	 Minimum
Horizontal (degrees)	 (inches)	 `bead (inches)

41.6 to 48.4	 8	 9
greater than 48.4 to 55.0	 9	 8
greater than 55.0 to 61.4	 10	 7
greater than 61.4 to 67.4	 11	 6
greater than 674 to 71.6 	 12	 5
greater than 71.6 to 75.9	 12	 4*
greater than 75.9 to 80.5	 12	 3*
greater than 80.5 to 90	 12	 2*

* Minimum tread dimensions do not apply to rungs.

2. Rungs may only be used for ladders with a pitch range of
75° to 901. Rungs shall be at least I inch in diameter for metal lad-
ders and 1 112 inches for wood ladders. All rungs shall be uniform
in dimension.

(d) Risers, Risers shall be uniform in height and shall conform
with Table 66.39.
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(e) Width. The width of the ladder shall be at least 20 inches
and no more than 30 inches.

(f) Handrails. 1. Handrails are required for a ladder with a
pitch of less than 650.

2. The top of the handrail shall be mounted between 30 and
34 inches above the nosing of the treads.

3. Open handrails shall comply with s. Comm 66AO (3) (c).
All handrails shall comply with s. Comm 66.40 (3) (d) and (e).

(g) Clearances. l, 'A ladder shall have a clearance of at least
15 inches on either side of the center of the tread.

2. The edge of the tread nearest to the wall behind the ladder
shall be separated from the wall by at least 7 inches.

3. A passageway clearance of at least 30 inches shall be pro-
vided parallel to the slope of a 90° ladder. A passageway clear-
ance of at least 36 inches shall be provided parallel to the slope of
a 75 1 ladder, Clearances for intermediate pitches shall vary be-
tween these 2 limits in proportion to the slope.

4. For ladders with a pitch of less than 75°, the vertical clear-
ance above any tread to an overhead obstruction shall be at.least
6 fe.ct 4 inches, measured from the tread edge that is furthest from
the wall behind the ladder.

History, Cr. Register, March, 1945, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95.

Comm 66.40 Handrails and guardrails. ,(1) HAND-
RAIL LOCATTO'NS. Handrails shall be provided on stairs and ramps
in all of the following conditions:

(a) On either side of any interior stairway of more than 3 risers
and for any ramp overcoming a change in elevation of more than
24 inches.

(b) On any open side of a stairway with more than 3 risers and
on any open side of a. ramp overcoming a change in elevation of
more than 24 inches.

(c) On both sides of an interior stairway or ramp 5 feet or more
in width...	 .

(d) To divide an interior stairway or ramp more than 8 feet wide
into widths which are less than 8 feet and which comply with s.
Comm 66.38 (2). .

(e) On both sides of an exterior stairway with more than 3 risers
and on both sides of an exterior ramp overcoming a change of
elevation of more than 24 inches.

(f) To divide an "exterior stairway or ramp more than 25 feet
wide into widths which are less than 25 feet and which comply
with s. Comm 66.38 (2).

(2) GUARDRAIL LOCAMNs. All openings between floors or at
open sides of landings, platforms, balconies, and porches that are
more than 24 inches above grade or above a floor shall be pro-
tected with guardrails.

(3) HANDRAIL AND GUARDRAIL DETAILS, (a) Height. The top
of a handrail gripping surface shall be mounted between 34 and
38 inches above the nosing of the treads on stairways or above the
surface of ramps. Guardrails in dwelling units shall extend to at
least 36 inches above the upper surface of the floor. Guardrails in
nondwelling unit portions shall extend at least 42 inches above the
upper surface of the floor.

(b) Handgrip dimensions. The handgrip portion of a handrail
serving a stairway or ramp Inay not be less than 1 114 inches nor
more than 2 518 inches in any horizontal cross-sectional dimen-
sion, or may be any other shape with a perimeter dimension of at
least 4 inches but not greater than 61/4 inches and with the largest
cross-sectional dimension not exceeding 2114 inches.

Note. See s, ILHR 57.82 for handrail requirements at stairs on required barrier—
free accessible routes.

(c) Openings. Open guardrails or handrails shall have balus-
ters, intermediate rails, or an ornamental pattern designed such
that a sphere 6 inches in diameter cannot pass through any opening
between the rail and the stair, ramp, or floor.

(d) Wall clearance. The clearance between a handrail and a
wall surface shall be at least 1 112 inches.

(e) Loading. Handrails and guardrails shall be designed and
constructed to withstand a 200-pound load applied in any direc-
tion, at any point.

(4) EXTERIOR RAILS. Exterior handrails and guardrails shall be
constructed of metal, concrete, masonry, or plastic, or of wood
that is either decay resistant, protected from the weather, or pres-
sure treated in accord with AWPA Cl, C2, or C9, as adopted by
reference in s. Comm 51.25.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95.

Comm 66,41 Enclosure of shafts, exit stairways,
and other vertical openings. (1) INTERIOR SHAM AND EXIT

sTAIRwAYs. Except as provided in sub. (4), all shafts and exit stair-
ways, including landings and ramps and other vertical openings,
shall be enclosed with 2-hour fire-resistance construction in
buildings 4 to 6 stories in height and shall be enclosed with 1-hour
fire-resistive construction in buildings 3 stories or less in height.
Where the building is protected with an automatic fire sprinkler
system in accordance with s. Comm 66.33 (1), the enclosure walls
may be of 1-hour construction.

(2) INSULATION. (a) Walls. 1. Except as provided in subd. 2.,
mineral fiber or glass fiber type insulation that is not specified as
part of a fire-tested wall or partition system maybe used to fill the
cavity spaces of the wall enclosures specified in sub. (1). The
thickness of any insulation provided under this paragraph may not
exceed the stud depth.

2. Glass fiber type insulation may not be substituted for min-
eral fiber type insulation that is included in a fire-tested wall or
partition system.

(b) Floor-ceiling and roof-ceiling assemblies. The cavity
spaces in the firetested floor-ceiling and roof-ceiling systems for
the enclosures specified in sub. (1) may not be altered from the
tested condition except as provided in s. Comm 66.32 (5).

(3) EXTERIOR EXIT STAIRWAYS. (a) An exterior exit stairway
that is not enclosed in accord with sub. (1) maybe provided if

.constructed in accord with this subsection.
(b) An outside wooden stairway may serve as a required exit

for buildings up to 2 stories in height.
(c) The exterior wall against which the stairway is placed shall

comply with Table 51.03-A.
(d) A stairway without an enclosure having fire-resistance

equivalent to the building served shall be limited to a secondary
exit.

(e) The stairway shall be protected from the weather.
(f) Openings in fire-rated or weather enclosures shall comply

with Table 51.03-B.
(g) The stairway height shall be limited in accordance with

Table 51.03-C except a stair penthouse may be provided above
that limit.

(4) Hxcuv IoNs. (a) A shaft or exit access stairway connect-
ing any two adjacent floor levels in a residential building 3 stories
or less in height may be left open where all of the following condi-
tions are satisfied:

1. Every shaft or exit access stairway to the basement or
ground floor is cut off with 1-hour fire-resistive construction at
the first floor, first adjacent basement, or ground floor level,

2. Theexit access travel distance to an exit, including the hori-
zontal travel distance on the exit access stair, does not exceed 100
feet in buildings not protected with 2-hour fire resistance or an au-
tomatic fire sprinkler system, or 150 feet in buildings protected
with 2-hour fire resistance or a sprinkler system as specified in s.
Comm 66.33 (1). The exit access travel distance shall be mea-
sured from the entrance door of the dwelling unit along publicpas-
sageways or corridors to an approved exit.
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(b) A vertical opening serving 2 floor levels need not be en-
closed if all of the following conditions are met:

1. The opening is not a required means of egress.
2. The opening is separated from any exit access corridor or

exit stairway by fire-resistive rated construction with at least the
]sourly rating specified for fire-rated enclosures in line 20 of Table
51.03-A.

(c) Vertical openings serving and contained within individual
dwelling units are not required to be enclosed.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff, 4-1-95.

Comm 66.42 Exit access corridors. (1) WHERE RE-
QUIRED. Where there is not direct access to outside exit doors from
a dwelling unit, an exit access corridor leading directly to an exit
shall be provided and maintained at all times.

(2) GENERAL, (a) Nonprotected construction. Except in
buildings having 2-hour fire resistance and except as specified in
par. (b), exit access corridors shall be enclosed with walls provid-
ing : a minimum of I-hour fire-resistive construction. The
construction specified in s. Comm 66.32 (2) (a) for 518-inch type
X gypsum wallboard or its equivalent shall be considered as meet-
ing this requirement. .

(b) Protected construction. 1. In a building protected with a
sprinkler system in accordance with s. Comm 66.33 (1), and ex-
cept as provided in s. Comm 66.33 (2)(a), exit access corridor
walls may be of 30-minute fire-resistive construction. The
1/2-inch type X wallboard construction specified in s. Comm
66.32 (2) shall be considered as meeting this requirement.

2. In a building having 2-hour fire resistance, exit access cor-
ridor walls may be of 4-inch nominal masonry construction.

(3) MEmi mt wiDTH. (a) Except as provided in par. (b), a pub-
lic passageway or corridor leading to an exit shall have a width of
at least 44 inches and shall meet the minimum aggregate width re-
quirements of pars. (c) and (d), Building objects, such as radiators
or pipes, may protrude no more than 4 inches into each side of the
minimum width.

(b) Corridors with a required capacity of 50 or less shall have
a width of at least 36 inches.

(e) The minimum aggregate width of exits from a level shall
be determined as follows by using the full occupant load of that
level plus the percentage effects of the occupant loads of adjacent
levels, above and below, which exit through it:

1. 50% of the occupant load of each first-adjacent level.
2. 25% of the occupant load of each second-adjacent level,

(d) The minimum aggregate width shall be based upon the fol-
lowing ratios:

1. Types I through 4 construction unsprinklered, 40 inches
per 100 persons.

2. Types 5 through 8 construction unsprinklered, 50 inches
per 100 persons.

3. Types l through 4 construction sprinklered, 30 . inches per
100 persons.

4. Types 5 through 8 construction sprinklered, 40 inches per
100 persons.

Note: Copies ofcompliance are available from the Safety and Buildings Division,
PO Box 7162, Madison, WI 53707, telephone 608/266-1818.

(4) MAIN"MNANCE. The minimum aggregate width shall be
kept clear and unobstructed at all times, except as provided in sub.
(3) (a).

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95; am. (2) (b), Register,
June, 1996, No. 486, eff. 7-1-96.

Comm 66.43 Illumination of exits and exit signs.
(1) ILLUMINATION. (a) Buildings having more than 4 dwelling

units shall have public passageways, stairways, and exit doors il-
luminated from one flour after sunset to one hour before sunrise.

(b) The illumination requirements specified in par. (a) shall be
provided at all intersections or passageways, at all exits, and at the
head, foot, and landing of every stairway.

(2) ExlT SIGNS. (a) Except as provided in"par. (d), every re-
quired exit shall be identified by an illuminated, translucent exit
sign conforming to par. (b).

(b) 1. An exit sign shall bear the words "EXIT" or "OUT.
2. The wording for the exit sign shall be of letters not less than

6 inches high with principal strokes of letters not less than 314 inch
wide.

3. The wording for the exit sign shall be of red or green letter-
ing on a contrasting background.

4: A self-- luminous type of exit sign which provides evenly
illuminated letters shall have a minimum luminance of 0.06 foot--
famberts. Other types of exit signs shall be illuminated by a source
providing not less than 5 foot-candles at the illuminated surface.

(c) Where exit doors are not readily visible to occupants, direc-
tional exit signs shall be provided in exit access corridors and oth-
er appropriate locations so as to indicate the direction and way of
egress.

(d) 1. Exits within an individual dwelling unit need not be pro-
vided with exit signs.

2. Exits in buildings having 4 dwelling units or less per floor
need not be provided with exit signs if the building . contains . not
more than '8 dwelling units and the path of exit from all floor lev-
eis, including the basement to the outside, is readily apparent.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95.

Comm 66.44 Habitable rooms with floors below
grade. (1) WINDOWS. Except as provided in sub. (3), every hab-
itable room with a floor level below grade shall have at least one
outside window that can be opened from the inside without the use
of tools. The window shall have a clear opening of not loss than
20 inches in width; 24 inches in height, and 5.7 square feet in area,
with the bottom of the opening not more than 46 inches above the
floor.

(2) MOISTURE PROTECTION. (a) All buildings having dwelling
units below grade shall be designed and constructed to prevent un-
due collection of moisture in all stories below grade. 	 .

(b) Provisions shall be made to prevent the accumulation of
condensation so as to prevent slippery floors and to prevent condi-
tions susceptible to mildew or other undesirable fungi or bacteria.
The inside design conditions for cooling or dehumidification shall
be a dry--bulb temperature of 75° F and a relative humidity not
greater than 50%.

(3) HOUSING FOR THE ELDERLY. Living units in housing for the
elderly having habitable rooms or parts on floor levels below
grade shall have at least one exterior wall with a full exterior expo-
sure from the ground floor level to the ceiling. The exterior expo-
sure shall not be made by the construction of an areaway.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95; am. (1), (3) renum. from
ILHR 57.11 (2), Register, June, 1996, No. 486, eff. 7-1-96.

Comm 66.45 Sanitary facilities. (1) TOILET Rooms.
Every dwelling unit shall include a toilet room.

(2) SANITARY FIXTURES. (a) Within dwelling units. A mini-
mum of one bathtub or shower, one lavatory, and one water closet
shall be provided in every dwelling unit. Water closets may be of
a round bowl type with a hinged, closed-front seat.

(b) Other areas. 1. Except as provided in subd, 1; common
use areas within a multifamily dwelling which are larger than 400
square feet and which serve patrons who do not reside within that
dwelling shall be provided with sanitary fixtures in accordance
with Table 66.45.
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TABLE 66AS
NUMBER OF SANITARY FIXTURES REQUIRED FOR COMMON USE AREAS 1,2,3

	Number of	 Type of Fixtures

Patrons/Occupants of	 Water Closets (WC)	
Drinking Fa-

	

Each Sex	 Males (M)	 Females (F)	 Urinals (U)	 cilities (DF)	 Lavatories4 (L)

	

1-100	 1	 1	 "'0'

	

101 — 200	 1	 2	 1	 One (DF) for

	

250	 1	 3	 2	 each 150 occu- 2One (L) for each
201

pants 5 o c- -	 Fixtures (WC)

	

251 = 300	 1	 4	 2	 tiori up to 600	 fr (ii) required or

	

301 — 350	 2	 5	 2	 fraction

	

351 —400 '	 2	 6	 2

	

401 450	 2	 7	 3

	

451 = 500	 2	 8	 3

	

501 — 600	 .2	 9	 4

	

Over 600	 One (WC) for each additional	 One (U) for each additional One additional (DF) for each addi-
600 (M) or 275 (F) or fraction	 500 (M) or fraction	 tional 3,000 occupants or fraction

! For structures with additions or alterations, the required number of sanitary fixtures shall be the sum of the fixtures required for the existing portion at the time it
was constructed plus the fixtures required by this table for the new addition or altered area. At such time as the summation of the addition and alteration area is

m equal to or greater than 51% of the building area calculated as specified in s. Comm 50.03 (4) (d), fixtures shall be provided in conformance to this table utilizing

capacity of the entire building.
2 The determination or the number of each sex shall be based on an equal number of each sex unless other information is made available to the department and

accepted, Where a single toilet room designated as UNISEX is provided, it shall be considered as accommodating no more than 10 employes and 24.occupants.
3 The capacity of facilities shall be calculated in accord with s. Comm 54,05 or 55.06, whichever is applicable.
4 A minimum of one lavatory shall be provided in each toilet room.

2. Swimming pool facilities shall be provided with sanitary
Fixtures in accordance with ss. Comm 90.16 and 54.05.

3. Sanitary facilities for employes who do not reside in the
building shall be provided as specified in Table 54.12—B. Sepa-

Comm 66.47 Isolation of hazards. (1) TWO-HOUR EN-
cLosuREs. Except as provided in sub. (3), a 2—hour fire -resistive
rated enclosure shall be provided for all rooms in a 3-- to 6--story
building that are used for storage of flammabIc or combustible liq-
uids, trash collection, or other similar hazards. Isolation of heat-
ing equipment shall comply with ss. Comm 64.21 and 64.22.
Flammable and combustible liquid isolations shall also comply
with ch. Comm 10. If the building is protected with an automatic
fire sprinkler system in accordance with s. Comm 66.33 (1), the
isolation may be reduced to a 1-hour fire-resistive rated enclo-
sure.

(2) ONE—HOUR ENCLOSURES. Except as provided in sub. (3), a
1---hour fire—resistive rated enclosure shall be provided for all
rooms in a 2—story or shorter building that are used for storage of
flammable or combustible liquids, trash collection, or other simi-
lar hazards. Isolation of heating equipment shall comply with ss.
Comm 64.2.1 and 64.22. Flammable and combustible liquid isola-
tions shall also comply with ch. Comm 10.
. (3) ExcwrloNs. (a) 1. A residential clothes dryer having a

rated capacity of 37,000 Btu/hour or less may be used within a
dwelling unit without providing a fire resistive rated enclosure.

2. A laundry of not more than 100 square feet that is in a non-
dwelling unit portion may be either protected with a sprinkler sys-
tem complying with s. Comm 66.33 (1), or isolated with a I—flour
fire—resistive rated enclosure.

(b) A furnace and water heater serving a single dwelling unit,
when located within that unit, may be used without a fire—resistive
rated enclosure.

History, Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95; am. (1) and (2), r, (3)
(b), renum. (3) (c) to be (3) (b), Register, December, 1995, No. 480, eff. 4-1-96; re-
num. (3) (b) to be (3) (b) 1. and am., cr. (3) (b) 2., Register, June, 1996, No. 486, eff.
7-1-96; r. and recr., Register, March, 1997, No. 495, eff. 4-1-97.

(4) ExEMpuwN. Thi s section does not apply to storage and me-
chanical rooms.

Notet See ss. Comm 66.38 (4) and 6639 (3) (b) for the minimum headroom clear-
ance in stairways.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, N\ro.471; eff. 4--1--95,
rate toilet rooms for employes and the patrons need not he pro-
vided if the toilet rooms are accessible to both employes and the	 Comm 66.466 Recycling space. All multifamily dwell-
patrons during all hours of operation: 	 ings shall provide recycling space conforming to s. Comm 52.24.

(3) Krrctim SINK. One kitchen sink that is equipped with hot 	 History; Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95.
and cold running water shall be provided in every dwelling unit

History, Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95.

Comm 66.46 Natural light and ventilation. (1) Every
habitable room shall be provided with natural light by means of
glazed openings.

(2) Glazed openings shall consist of windows, skylights, or
glazed doors, or a combination of the 3, except that !to more than
25% of the minimum required light for a dwelling unitmay be pro-
vided with skylights.

(3) The area of glazed . oPenings shall equal at least 8% of the
floor area of the room served.

(4) Glazed openings serving habitable rooms shall view onto
the outside.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995,No. 471, eff. 4-1-95; r. (2), Register, Decem-
ber, 1995, No. 480, eM 4-1-96; renum. (1) (a) to (d) to be (1) to (4), Register, June,
1996, No. 486, eff. 7-1-96; r, and reer., Register, March, 1997, No. 495, eff. 4-1-97,

Comm 66,465 Ceiling height. (1) WIT1{IN DWELLING
UNITS. (a) All rooms within a dwelling ,unit; including hallways,
shall have a ceiling height of at least 7 feet except as provided in
par. (b) and subs. (3) and (4).

(b) Ceiling heights of less than 7 feet may be provided if at least
50% of the room's floor area has a ceiling height of at least 7 feet.

(2) NONDWELLINO UNIT PORTIONS. All rooms in nondwelling
unit portions, including hallways and corridors, shall have a ceil-
ing height of at least 6 feet 8 inches except as provided in subs. (3)
and (4).

(3) PRoJl:CT1oNs. Bcams and girders or other projections may
not extend more than 8 inches below the required ceiling height.
No projection may extend below the required ceiling height with-
in the required minimum width in public hallways and corridors.

Register, September, 1998, No. 513



Comm 66.475	 WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE	 20

Comm 66.475 Protection of openings. All openings in
rated enclosures and separations, except for corridors covered in
s. Comm 66.37 and garages covered in s. Comm 66.32 (4) (b),
shall be protected by labeled, self-closing fire-door assemblies in
accordance with Table 66.475.

TABLE, 66,475
MINIMUM FIRE-RESISTIVE RATINGS OF DOOR

ASSEMBLIES

Fire-Resistive Rating of a 	 Fire Resistive Rating of
Wall or Wall Assembly	 Door Assembly*

4-Hour 3-Hour A

3-Hour 2-Hour A
2-Hour 1 1/2-Hour B

1-Hour 3/4-Hour C
314-Hour 314-Hour C
1/2 Hour 113-Hour C*

* The letter A, B, or C following the hourly ratingdesignate-s the tocaflon for
which the assembly is designed, which is intended to agree with NFPA Stan-
dard 80. Compliance with the hourly rating is required regardless of the letter
designation.
111story: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95.

Comm 66.48 Standpipes. Wet or dry standpipes with a
minimum capacity of 200 gallons per minute shall be provided in
the following buildings:

(1) Any building without 2-hour fire resistance or the sprin-
kler protection specified in s. Comm 66.33 (1), and that has 3 or
more floor levels above the fire-access grade.

(2) Any building with 2-hour fire resistance or the sprinkler
protection specified in s. Comm 66.33 (1), and that has 5 or 6 floor
levels above the fire--access grade.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No .. 471, eff. 4-1-95.

Comm 66.49 Smoke detection. (1) All buildings with-
in the scope of this chapter shall be provided with approved smoke
detectors as specified in this section,

(2) A smoke detector shall be provided at all of the following
locations:

-(a) In the basement.
(b) At the head of every open stairway.
(c) 1. At the door on each floor level leading to every enclosed

stairway, except as provided in subd, 2, or 3.
2. 'A rate-of-rise heat detection or other smoke or fire detec-

tion device that is not activated by vehicle exhaust shall be used
at these doors in an attached garage for a building containing a fire
alarm system, and that device shall be installed and maintained in
accordance with subs. (3) and (4).

Note: A rate—of--rise heat detection device is not a smoke detector.

3. In a building without a fire alarm system, or in a building
with a basement garage, a smoke detector shall be placed on the
stair side of a door into the garage.

(d) Either in each sleeping area of each dwelling unit, or else-
where in the unit within 6 feet from the doorway of each sleeping
area but not within a kitchen,

(3) (a) All smoke detectors shall be directly and permanently
wired to a proper unswitched circuit and be provided with a back-
up power source.

(b) Where an emergency electrical power system is installed,
detectors in stairways, corridors, and other public places shall be
connected to it.

(c) All detectors except those located within individual dwell-
ing units shall be electrically interconnected to any required
manual fire alarm system. All detectors that are electrically inter-
connected to the manual fire alarm system shall be latching-type
system detectors intended for use with a control panel and shall
utilize a supervised circuit.

(4) Smoke detectors shall be installed and maintained in ae
cordance with s. 101.145 (3), Stats.

Note: Section 101.145 (3), Stats., reads: "Me owner of a residential building shall
install any smoke detectorrequired under this section accordingto the directions and
specifications of the manufacturer of the smoke detector and maintain any smoke de-
tector which is located in a common area of that residential building. The occupant
of a unit in a residential building shall maintain any smokedetectorin that unit, except
that if an occupant who is not an owner, or a state, county, city, village or town officer,
agent or employe charged under statuteormurricipal ordinance with powers orduties
involving inspection of real or personal property, gives written notice to the owner
that a smoke detector in the unit is not functional the owner shall provide, within 5
days after receipt of that notice, any maintenance necessary to make that smoke de-
tector functional."

History: Cr. Register, March,1995, N`o.471, off. 4-1-95; renum. (2) (c) to be (2)
(c) 1, and am., cr. (2) (c) 2. and 3., Register, June, 1996, No. 486, cff. 7-1-96.

Comm 66.50 Fite alarms. (1) GENTERAL. Except as pro-
vided in sub. (2), every building which is 3 to 6 stories in height
or which contains more than 10 bedrooms shall be provided with
a manual fire alarm system as specified in this section.

(a) 1. All alarm systems required by this section shall consist
of operating stations on each floor of the building, including the
basement, with bells, horns, or other approved sounding devices
connected to the system. An audible sounding device shall be pro-
vided in every dwelling unit and shall have a minimum rating of
85 decibels at 10 feet away. Fire alarms shall be audible through-
out the nondwelling unit portions and be readily distinguishable
from any other signalling devices used in the building. A system
designed for fire alarm and paging service may be used if the de-
sign is such that fire alarm signals will have precedence over all
others.

2. In all buildings where a fire alarm system and an automatic
fire sprinkler system are installed, a water flow detecting device
shall be provided to actuate the fire alarm system,

(b) Every fire alarm system shall be electrically operated on
closed circuit current under constant electrical supervision, so ar-
ranged that upon a circuit opening and remaining open, or in case
of a ground or short circuit in the ungrounded conductor, audible
trouble signals will be. given instantly.. Means-shall be provided
for testing purposes, and a backup power source shall be provided.

(c) Except as provided in par. (d) and sub. (2), operating sta-
tions shall be located in an accessible position at all required exit
doors, entrances to exit stairways, and on each floor level at the
normal exit therefrom. Operating stations shall be of an approved
type and shall be conspicuously identified. All operating stations
shall be of a type that, after being operated, will indicate an alarm
has been sent therefrom until reset by an authorized means, Oper-
ating stations having a "Break Glass" panel will be acceptable. On
systems having a device to permanently record the transmission
of . an alarm, "Open Door" type stations may be used. The fire
alarm operating stations shall be mounted between 3 and 4 feet
above the finished floor, as measured from the floor to the center
of the box:

(d) Manual pull stations are not required within individual
dwelling units, except a dwelling unit which is above or below
another dwelling unit and whichcontains a primary exit shall have
one pull station, located at that exit.

(e) All alarm systems shall be tested at least once a month, and
a record of the tests sball be kept.

(f) All fire alarm systems, whether required by this chapter or
not, shall be maintained in an operable condition,

(2) ExEMpuoNz , Rowhouses, townhouses, and single--story
buildings in which each dwelling unit has a primary swinging exit
door at grade level are exempt from the provisions of sub, (1).

History: Cr, Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95.

Comm 66,51 Fire extinguishers. Portable fire extin-
guishers shall be provided in all hazardous areas that are outside
of dwelling units. Hazardous areas are building areas containing
beat-producing equipment, and building areas that pose a degree
of hazard which is greater than normally associated with a resi-
dence, such as areas for storing or using combustible, flammable,
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toxic, noxious, or corrosive materials. All portable fire extin-
guishers that are provided, whether required by this chapter or not,
shall be provided and maintained in accordance with NFPA 10, as
adopted by reference in s. Comm 51.25.

History: Cr, Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95.

Subchapter III—Construction Standards and
Definitions

Comm 66.60 Construction standards and deflnl-
tions. The design and construction of multifamily dwellings
shall comply with the applicable requirements of ohs. Comm 51
to 53, subeh. II of ch. Comm 57, and ohs. Comm 63, 64 and 69,
which are hereby incorporated by reference into this chapter.

Note. Copies of compliance are available from the Safety and Buildings Division,
PO Box 7162, Madison, WI 53707, telephone 6081266-1818.

History, Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95.

Subchapter IV---Electrical Standards

Comm 66.61 Electrical standards. All electrical wir-
ing, installations, equipment, and materials used in the construc-
tion of multifamily dwellings shall comply with the requirements
of the Wisconsin administrative electrical code, vol. 2., ch. Comm
16, which is hereby incorporated by reference into this chapter.

Htstory: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff, 4-1-95.

Subchapter V—Plumbing

Comm 66,62 Plumbing. The design, construction, and
installation of plumbing shall comply with the requirements of the
Wisconsin administrative plumbing code, ohs. Comm 82 to 87,
which is hereby incorporated by reference into this chapter.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1--95.
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