
EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 21 

~~1EREAS, a significant proportion of Wisconsin's child population suffers 
from learning handicaps caused by physical disability, emotional instability or an 
adverse socio-economic background that severely linuts their ability to learn in the 
classroom '''ith the average child; and 

~*IEREAS, these children with learning disabilities represent a serious 
tvaste of human resources and a significant loss to society if their handicaps are not 
overcome and if they are not able to develop their abilities and character to their 
greatest potential; and 

HHEREAS, 95% of Wisconsin's child population with special learning problems 
are not now being adequately treated and, as a result, are lagging far behind the 
average child in acadenuc achievement and in many situations are leaving the educational 
process at an early age; and 

W}lliREAS, there is an urgent need to assist these disadvantaged children so 
that they TIBy advance properly through the educational system to eventually become 
productive members of society, and that this assistance could best be realized and 
effected through a new state policy of special education with emphasis placed on the 
'-eventionof learning handicaps through programs of assistance wi t hf.n the regular 

001 program; and 

~lHEREAS, the prevention, early identification and proper treatment of learning 
deficiencies among children during the regular school program is the most economically 
desirable use of state and local resources and could reduce by more than one-half the 
cost of present special education programs that have t radt t Lonal.Iy been conducted outs Lde 
of L~e public schOOl classroom; and 

m'IEREAS, the Preliminary Report of the Governor 1 s Cornnrls s Lon on Education 
recommended that a committee be established to imple~ent and test the feasibility of 
new assistance programs through which children ~vith learning handicaps may be identified 
and served. 

N01.J, THEREFORE, I, WARREN P. KNOI.JLES, Governor of the State of 1.Jisconsin, do 
hereby order and direct: 

I. The establishment of a Cow~ittee on Special Learning Needs for the 
purpose of developing a practical prototype program of special assistance to children 
with learning disabilities in selected con~unities or school districts in Wisconsin. 

II. That Hr. Robert L. ~...anigold serve as Cha.lrrnan of this Committee ~vith 
the responsibility of recruiting sufficient Committee me~6ers from a~ong relevant 
political, social, economic, and ethnic groups whLLe mafn te.Lnd.ng a proper balance 
between citizen and professional participants. 

III. That this Committee on Special Learning Keeds cooperate extensively 
..... ith interested public officials, state and local me dfc a.l Leade r s , educe-tors, state 
a gency administrators, and representatives of funding agencies to de t e rmi.ne 211propriate 
target sclwol districts for the program, to establish the orgcnizational form;i o~ the 
p ro j e c t , to develop the parameters of the plan, and to secure sufficient federal, 
s t ate I local, and private funding for the expe r.i.ruen t a l, program. 
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IV. That this CoIT,m t tee , worki.n g in cooper a t Lon with con ce rned citi'1zens 
and knowl.ed ge ab Le p ro fiess LonaLs , in.itiate an operational pLan of educational assistance 
within the selected Scilool system by ~ecruiting needed personnel to operate the 
program and developing the administrative apparatus to carry out the project. 

V. That this Committee on Special Learning ~eeds prepare periodic progress 
reports for the Cove rno r on the practicality of the new concepts tes ted in this 
prototype plan so that the State of Wisconsin can eventually establish new policies 
and effective programs to help the children in ou~ state who are handicapped with 
learning disabilities. 

.IN	 TESTIHONY HI1EREOF. I have 
hereunto set n~ hand and 
caused the Great Seal of the 
State of Wisconsin to be 
affixed. Done at the 
Capitol in the City of 

/1/\
 Madison this third day of 
\	 June in the year (of our 

Lord one thousand nine/	 !

I !	 hllndr,d~nd s~.nty. 
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