
EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 52 

WHERU\S, the State of H-iscons'in has one of the IIlOSt. progY-essive 
taxation systems of the fHty states; and 

!t!HERCAS, "it is necessary to assur e that VIi~COI1Sir. ci ti zens continue 
to have full confidence in the fairness of their tax system; and 

HHEREAS, it has been at "east twenty years since the "last comor-e
hensive examination of our tax system; and 

WHEREAS, the Department of Revenue and the Un'jvcrsity of \'J'iscons-in 
have embarked on a Tax Burden Study to evaluate the impact of our tax 
system on individual taxpayers and businesses; and 

WHEREAS, it is essential that the results of the Tax Burden Study 
be accessible to the press and interested members of the public; Dnd 

WHEREAS. state citizen commissions have historically made important 
contributions to the formulation of public policy; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, r'1ARTIN J. SCHREIBER, Acting Governor of the 
State of \'Iisconsin. pursuant to the authority vested in me by Sect ron 
14.019 of the \·Jisconsin Statutes. do hereby: 

1. Establish the Blue Ribbon Tax Refonn Study Co~nission; 

2. Charge the Conmi s sion with responsi bi l i ty for a compr ete 
exq.wination of the personal income tax, saIe s tax, corporate 'income tax, 
inheritance tax and property tax based on the information developed by 
the 'Tax Burden Study; 

3. Chatge th~~ Cormri s s ion wt th the responsi bi l i ty of makin9 
reconmendat ions for chances 'in the tax system wh i ch are 91ridecJ by four' 
bas;ic, principles: fairness, the ab i l ity-to pay, economi r. development, 
ancl sil11[') 1 'j ci ty; 

~. Ask that the Corrmi s s i on submit its final report and reconmcn
dat-ions to the Governor and the Leqis Ie ture 110 later than December 31, 
197:8; 

.5>, Instruct state officials to furn'is·h the Commission any i ntor
':lCln!O~ it, may requi~'e cor.cerrrlnq the impact ofg'f~0!Jws~t~t:Si~ i:I~~0~1 ~1 "11 on 
1Ild0VllduaIs and bus i nesses ; l('"tk",\~L~ 'vi L 
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6. Instruct the Secretary of the DepartmE:nt of Administration to 
provide the Commission with such sums of money that are necessar-y and 
proper for the Commission's 1egitimate travel and operating expenses, as 
provided by the Joint Finance Committee under Section 20.505(5)(a) of
the Wisconsin Statutes. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand and caused the Great Sea1 
of the State of Wisconsin to be affixed. 
Done at the Capitol in the City of 
i~adison this t\.venty-sixth day of 
January "in the year of Our Lord one 
t ~~~nbn d nine hundred and seventy 

J~I _.1 I~ j /( ~A/?/;(-=-
MJ~rfN . SCHREI8ER-------

j/ Acting Governo. 

By the Actini Governor: --------....,,-.....

Dn,J~~dJ1r

. r ... pOllGU:YS LArOLLETTE . 
~---L-/Secr&ary of State 




