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1997 − 1998 LEGISLATURE

1997 ASSEMBLY BILL 51

 February 3, 1997 − Introduced by Representatives NOTESTEIN, FREESE, LINTON,

RYBA, DOBYNS, R. YOUNG, BOCK, POWERS, HUBER, RILEY, CARPENTER and LAZICH,
cosponsored by Senators MOEN, SCHULTZ and CLAUSING. Referred to
Committee on State Affairs.

AN ACT to create 19.45 (7m) of the statutes; relating to: representation of

persons for compensation by certain state public officials.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Currently, state elective officials and major full−time appointive officials are
prohibited from representing a person for compensation before any state officer or
agency in the executive or legislative branch of state government or before any state
authority or technical college district, except in certain contested cases, at certain
open hearings, in tax matters and in matters that involve only nondiscretionary
action by the officer, agency, authority or district.  The prohibition does not apply to
representation while acting in an official capacity.

This bill prohibits, in addition, any other full−time appointive state official or
part−time appointive state official in the executive or legislative branch of state
government or in a state authority or technical college district whose position is
subject to the code of ethics for state public officials from representing a person for
compensation before the state officer or agency, or the authority or technical college
district with which the official is associated, except in a matter that involves only
nondiscretionary action by the officer, agency, authority or district.  Violators are
subject to a forfeiture (civil penalty) of not more than $5,000 for each violation.
Intentional violators are guilty of a misdemeanor and may be fined not more than
$5,000 or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both, for each violation.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:
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SECTION 1 ASSEMBLY BILL 51

SECTION 1.  19.45 (7m) of the statutes is created to read:

19.45 (7m)  No state public official whose position is not identified in s. 20.923

and who is associated with a department may represent a person for compensation

before the department with which he or she is associated as a state public official,

except in a matter that involves only ministerial action by the department.

(END)
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