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SUPREME COURT OF W SCONSI N

NoTI CE
This order is subject to further
editing and nodification. The
final version will appear in the
bound volune of the official
reports.
No. 06-07
In the matter of the Creation of a Court Rule Fl LED
Aut hori zing Use of Electronic Signatures by
Court Officials
MAY 1, 2008

David R Schanker
Clerk of Supreme Court
Madi son, W

On Decenber 6, 2006, A. John Voelker, Director of State
Courts, filed a petition seeking to create a suprene court rule
authorizing the use of electronic signatures by court officials.
A public hearing on the petition was conducted on April 8, 2008.

At the ensuing admnistrative conference, the court voted
unani nously to adopt the petition, as nodified. Therefore,

IT 1S ORDERED that, effective the date of this order, 70.42

of the Suprene Court Rules is created to read:

SCR 70.42 Electronic Signatures. (1) DEeFINTIONS. In this
rul e:

(a) "Court official”™ nmeans a circuit court judge, clerk of
circuit court, register in probate, juvenile clerk, court

commi ssi oner appoi nted under section 757.68 and SCR 75.02 (1),
justice of the supreme court, judge of the court of appeals, and

the clerk of the suprene and appellate courts.



No. 06-07

(b) "Electronic signature”™ neans an electronic sound,
synbol, or process attached to or logically associated with a
docunent and executed or adopted by a person with the intent to
sign the docunent.

(2) Secure electronic signatures may be provided by the
consol idated court automation program for use by court officials
who sign electronic docunents. The electronic signature shall
be treated as the court official's personal original signature
for all purposes under Wsconsin statutes and court rules. An
el ectronic signature my be wused on all court docunents,
i ncluding those docunents described in section 137.12 (2m of
the statutes. The official's printed name shall be inserted in
pl ace of a handwitten signature.

(3) A court official may delegate the use of his or her
el ectronic signature to an authorized designee, wusing the
security procedures of the consolidated court automation
program A court official is responsible for any use of his or
her electronic signature by an authorized designee. Cour t
officials shall safeguard the security of their electronic
signatures and exercise <care in delegating the electronic
si gnat ur e.

(4) An electronic signature shall be used only by the
official to whom it is assigned and by such designees as the
of ficial nay authorize. Upon learning that the confidentiality
of the electronic signature has been inadvertently or inproperly
di scl osed, the court official shall immedi ately report that fact

to the consolidated court automation program
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(5) Court officials may use their electronic signatures for
adm ni strative purposes. If the signature of a court official
is required on a docunent, an electronic signhature satisfies
that requirenent. Electronically signed docunents may be stored
el ectronically for the proper retention period.

(6) Electronic signatures may be provided to the director
of state courts and such enployees as the director may designate
for adm nistrative purposes. At the discretion of the director
an enployee nmay be provided with his or her own electronic
signature if appropriate for the conduct of official business.
The electronic signature shall be treated as the person's
original signature.

(7) The chief justice, chief judges, and director of state
courts nmay use their electronic signatures for the assignnment of
judges pursuant to SCR 70.23 and 70.24. A district court
adm nistrator my be the designee of the chief judges for
pur poses of judicial assignnent.

IT IS ORDERED that notice of the creation of Suprene Court
Rule SCR 70.42 be given by a single publication of a copy of
this order in the official state newspaper and in an official
publication of the State Bar of W sconsin.

Dat ed at Madi son, Wsconsin, this 1st day of My, 2008.

BY THE COURT:

David R Schanker
Clerk of Suprene Court
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