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On May 1, 2008, the Board of Bar Examiners (BBE) filed a
petition requesting this court create a suprenme court rule
pertaining to conditional adm ssion to the bar. The proposed
new rule would allow applicants with issues such as substance
abuse problens, nental health conditions, financial nmanagenent
difficulties, or crimnal history, to be admtted conditionally
to the State Bar of Wsconsin (State Bar) wunder terns and
condi tions established by the BBE.

Witten coments were received regarding this petition from
State Bar President Diane Diel on behalf of the State Bar,
Attorney Steven Levine, Attorney WIIliam Wigel, and Attorney
Dani el L. Shneidnman. The State Bar advised the court it opposed
the petition solely because the petition submtted to the court
did not contain a provi si on t hat woul d ensure t he
confidentiality of a conditional adm ssion.

A public hearing was conducted on March 9, 2009. That day,
the O fice of Lawer Regulation (OLR) filed a letter advising

the court the Board of Admnistrative Oversight had voted to
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oppose the petition because the nonitoring program for
condi ti onal adm ssion has not yet been established. The OLR and
the State Bar have filed a joint rule petition proposing such a

nmoni toring program See Rule No. 08-28, In the Matter of the

Petition for Lawer Support and Mnitoring and Procedures for

Referrals from the Ofice of Lawyer Regul at i on, filed

Decenber 29, 2008, by Keith Sellen, OLR Director, and D ane
Diel, State Bar President.

The court discussed the petition at the ensuing open
adm ni strative conference. First, the court decided to discuss
the petition notw thstanding the pending petition to establish a
nmoni toring program The court then considered the proposal and
di scussed the ABA Mdel Rule on Conditional Admssion to
Practice Law as well as Mnnesota's conditional adm ssion rule,
M nnesota Rule Bar Adm ssion 16. The court discussed whether
condi tional adm ssion should be confidential and concluded that
confidentiality is appropriate because the public is adequately
protected by oversight nechanisns in the proposed rule. The
court also discussed various other aspects of the proposed rule.
However, after further consideration, the court has decided to
hold this matter pending consideration of the nonitoring program

petition (No. 08-28, In the Mtter of the Petition for Lawer

Support and Mnitoring and Procedures for Referrals from the

Ofice of Lawer Regul ation). Therefore,

IT IS ORDERED that the petition for creating a suprene
court rule pertaining to conditional admssion to the bar is
held in abeyance and will be considered along with the petition
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currently pending before this court in Rule No. 08-28, In the

Matter of the Petition for Lawer Support and Monitoring and

Procedures for Referrals from the Ofice of Lawer Regul ation,

which wll be scheduled for hearing and open admnistrative
conference at a date to be determned in the fall of 2009.

IT I'S FURTHER ORDERED that notice of the issuance of this
order be given by a single publication of a copy of this order
in the official state newspaper and in an official publication
of the State Bar of W sconsin.

Dat ed at Madi son, Wsconsin, this 3rd day of August, 2009.

BY THE COURT:

David R Schanker
Cl erk of Supreme Court
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