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On Januar y 11,  2012,  At t or ney St even Levi ne f i l ed a pet i t i on 

wi t h t he Wi sconsi n Supr eme Cour t .   The pet i t i on r equest ed t hat ,  

pur suant  t o Supr eme Cour t  Rul e ( SCR)  40. 12,  t he cour t  or der  t he Boar d 

of  Bar  Exami ner s t o pr ovi de At t or ney Levi ne wi t h t he names and 

addr esses of  t hose per sons who sat  f or  t he Jul y 2011 Wi sconsi n bar  

exami nat i on.   I n addi t i on,  t he pet i t i on asked t he cour t  t o r epeal  

SCR 40. 12 ( Conf i dent i al i t y)  and t o cr eat e SCR 30. 03 t o r equi r e t he 

Boar d of  Bar  Exami ner s t o abi de by and be subj ect  t o Wi sconsi n' s 

Publ i c Recor ds Law and Open Meet i ngs Law.    

The cour t  conduct ed a publ i c hear i ng on t he pet i t i on on 

Wednesday,  May 16,  2012.   At t or ney St even Levi ne pr esent ed t he 

pet i t i on t o t he cour t .   Boar d of  Bar  Exami ner s Di r ect or  Jacquel ynn 

Rot hst ei n al so appear ed t o di scuss t he pr ocedur al  hi st or y gi v i ng r i se 

t o t he pet i t i on.   

At  i t s  ensui ng open admi ni st r at i ve conf er ence,  t he cour t  

di scussed t he pet i t i on and t he var i ous i ssues i t  pr esent s.   The cour t  

t hen agr eed t o deny t he pet i t i oner ' s r equest  f or  t he names and 

addr esses of  t hose per sons who sat  f or  t he Jul y 2011 Wi sconsi n bar  
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exami nat i on and agr eed t o deny t he r equest  t o r epeal  SCR 40. 12 and 

cr eat e a new SCR 30. 03 t o r equi r e t he Boar d of  Bar  Exami ner s t o abi de 

by and be subj ect  t o Wi sconsi n' s  Publ i c Recor ds Law and Open Meet i ngs 

Law.   A maj or i t y of  t he cour t  al so vot ed t o f ol l ow i t s nor mal  

pr act i ce and not  publ i sh t he or der  denyi ng t he pet i t i on.    

The Chi ef  Just i ce and Just i ce Br adl ey i ndi cat ed t hey concur r ed 

wi t h t he cour t ' s  deci s i on t o deny t he pet i t i on but  bot h woul d 

r ecommend f ut ur e di scussi on of  t he pol i c i es and pr ocedur es used by 

t he Boar d of  Bar  Exami ner s i n r esponse t o r ecor ds r equest s and 

meet i ng not i ces as wel l  as f ut ur e consi der at i on t o t he appl i cat i on of  

t he pr i nci pl es set  f or t h i n Wi sconsi n' s Publ i c Recor ds Law and Open 

Meet i ngs Law t o cour t  agenci es.   I n addi t i on,  unl i ke t hei r  

col l eagues,  t he Chi ef  Just i ce and Just i ce Br adl ey woul d pr ovi de 

not i ce of  t he i ssuance of  t hi s or der  by a s i ngl e publ i cat i on of  a 

copy of  t hi s or der  i n t he of f i c i al  st at e newspaper  and i n an of f i c i al  

publ i cat i on of  t he St at e Bar  of  Wi sconsi n,  as wel l  as publ i cat i on i n 

t he of f i c i al  st at e case l aw r epor t er ,  Wi sconsi n Repor t s.   

I T I S ORDERED t hat  t he pet i t i on i s deni ed.  

Dat ed at  Madi son,  Wi sconsi n,  t hi s 5t h day of  Jul y,  2012.    

 
BY THE COURT:  
 
 
 

        Di ane M.  Fr emgen 
Cl er k of  Supr eme Cour t  
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