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6.01 Qualifications of electors. (1) Every citizen of the United States of the age 
of twenty-one years or upwards, who shall have resided in the state one year next preced
ing any election, and in the election district, or precinct where he offers to vote, ten days, 
shan be deemed an eligible elector. 

(2) No person who shall have made or become interested, directly or indirectly, in any 
bet or wager depending upon the result of any election at which he shall offer to vote shall 
be permitted to vote at such election. 

(3) Any person who shall have been convicted of bribery shall be excluded from the 
ri.ght of suffrage unless restored to civil rights. [1931 c. 368; 1935 c. 261] 

6.015 Women to have equal rights. (1) Women shall have the same rights ann 
privileges under the law as men in the exercise of suffrage, freedom of contract, choice 
of residence for voting purposes, jury service, holding office, holding and conveying prop
erty, care and custody of children, and in all other respects. The various courts, execu
tive and administrative officers shall construe the statutes where the masculine gender is 
used to include the feminine gender unless such construction win deny to females the spe, 
cial protection and privileges which they now enjoy for the general welfare. The courts, 
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executive and administrative officers shall make all necessary rules and provisions to 
carry out the intent and purposes of thi~ statute. 

(2) Any woman drawn to serve as a Juror upon her re9.uest 'to the presiding judge or 
magistrate, before the commencement of the trIal or hearmg, shan be excused from the 
panel or venire. 

Note: The wife may mainta,in .8:n action 
against her husband on a tort liabIlity. Fon
taine v. Fontaine, 205 W 570, 238 NW 410. 

The relation of a married woman and her 
husband as to contracts with others for their 
services are the s.ame as though unmarried. 
Estate of Nitka, 208 W 181, 242 NW 504. 

The statute of limitations does not run on 
the debts of the husband to his Wife. Camp
bell v. Mickelson, 227 W 428. 279 NW 73. 

This statute means what it says and that 
is that women shall be as free as men to 
make personal contracts. Therefore, a post
nuptial agreement dividing p~operty betw<;en 
husband and wife and provIdmg for relin
quishment of inheritance rights was valid. 
In re Cortte's Estate, 230 W 103, 283 NW 336. 

A wife has the ""ame right of action that 
?- husband has to r~e over damages for crim
mal c?nVersatlOn, 11, view of this section, 
d.eclarrng that WOIr,en shall have the same 
rrghts. under the l~,v as men. Woodman v. 
GoodrIch, 234. W.~G5. 291 NW 768. 
. . A . WIfe brIngI g- an action for personal 
mJurres could rec:ov er for nursing and medi
cal eXl?enses WhICh "'he had agreed to pay, 
as agaInst th.e co,nt<elCltion that these consti
tuted an. OblIg?-t~Ont of the husband, since, 
under thIS sectlO , <"t married woman is free 
to make her. own Personal contracts. Baum 
v. Bahn FreI Mut. B. & L Ass'n 237 W 117 
295 NW 14. " , 

6.017 Milwaukee county, definitions. As to any county havinO' a pOI)ulation of 
h t "I t' d' t . t" h b three hundred th?usand o~· more, t e erm ,~ec l?n IS r~c ,~ <::tIl mean a town, village 

or ward of any Cl~y there.m, and the ~erm~ e~ect~on p~ecmct oJ.: "precinct" shall mean 
one of the parts mto whICh an electIOn dlstnct m saId county IS divided for the con
venience of the voters. 

6.02 Place for .votin~. (1) N~ ~lecto! shall. vote except in the town, ward, vilIagA 
or election district m whlCh he has niS votmg reSIdence except as provided in subsection 
(1) of section 6.04 and section 6.045; provided, .t~at all perso~s residing upon Indian 
lands within any county of the state, not embracea many orgamZed election district and 
qualified to exercise the ::ight of suffrage, sh~ll be entitled to vo~e at the polls wlnch'may 
be held nearest their reSIdence for state, Umted States or coumy officers' but no person 
shall vote for county officers out of the county in which he resi~es. ' 

(2) The legal voting place of every elector who shall lodge m any hospital school or 
other building which is partly in one election district and partly in anothe; or whose 
residence is so divided by election district lines, shall be at the voting place ne~rest to the 
place where such voter so lodges or resides. 

(3) Whenever territory shall be annexed to any city,. town.or. village and such annexa
tion shall become effective on election day, or at any tIme. WlthlU ten days prior to any 
election or primary, the electors who would ?ave been en~ltled to ,vote in such territory, 
had no annexation taken place, shall be entltled to vote m the CIty, town or village to 
which such territory is annexed. [1933 c. 433 s. 3 j 193~ c. 175, 42~ s. 3 y' 1935 c. 553] 

6.03 Time of general election. The general electIons preSCrIbed in the constitution 
shall be held in the several town~, wards, vill~ges and election districts on the Tuesday 
next succeeding the first Monday m N ov~mber m the year 1898, and biennially thereafter, 
at which time shall be chosen such Umted States senators, representatives in congress 
electors of president and vice president, state senators, members of assembly state officer~ 
and county officers as are by law to be elected in such year. ' 

6 04 Place for holding elections. All elections under chapte:ts 5 6 7 8 9 and 10 . . , , , , 
shall be held: 

(1) In cities at the place or places to be o~dered by the co~o:n councils thereof, re
spectively, at least four months b~fore such el~chon? u~less otheTWlse provided by law. 

(2) In villages, at the place m each ~lectIOn dlstnct t~ereof t~ be ordered by the trus
tees at least four months before such electIon, unless otherWls~ proVlded by law. 

(3) In each town, at the place where the last town meetmg was held or at such other 
place as shall have been ?rder~d ?y such me~ting or by ~he supervisors,'when they estab
lish more than one electIOn dlstnct as heremafter proVlded; but the first election after 
the organization of a new town shall be at the place directed in the act, order or proceed
ing by which it was organized. 

(4) Each governing body shall divide the municipality i';to voting precincts where 
such division is necessary, with due regard to the electIOn reqUlrements. Precincts ~hall be 
compact and contiguous, and shall be arranged, if practicable, so that some public build
ing may be conveniently used as a polli?g place ~o~ the voters. The governing body, 
except in cities having a board of electIOn conmnSSIOners, s~all 1bc the places for the 
conduct of elections, which shall be located, so far as practlCable, in public buildings. 
[1933 c. 433 s. 3 y 4] 

6.045 Polling places .in fourt~ class cities. (~) The common Council of any city of 
the fourth class may proVlde a pollmg place or pollmg places for the entire city at its city 
hall ()r in some other building centrally located. 
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(2) One set of ballot boxes for each ward shall be proevided, but one or more sets of 
I'leetion ufficials may serve for the whole city as determined by the governing body. The 
ballot boxes shall be numbered according to wards. The ballots of the voters of each ward 
shall be deposited in the box provided for such ward and the election officials shall make 
separate returns for each ward. 

(3) Such central polling places shall be so provided and designated not later than ten 
days before the election at which they are to be used, and when so provided all primaries 
and elections in such city shall be held in the place or places designated. [1931 c. 253 j 
1933 c. 433 s. 2, 3] 

6.05 Division and consolidation of election districts. (1) Election districts as 
established may be divided into 2 or more districts in towns when the supervisors 
shall deem it for the convenience of the voters, and shall be divided when 50 or more 
electors thereof shall petition the board in writing therefor; and such division shall 
be made in wards, villagcs or towns when it shall appear that 600 or more votes were 
cast in any such district therein at any election, except in wards, villages or towns where 
yoting' is done exclusively by voting m2.chi12cs; prm'idcd, however, that no division shall 
be made in any town containing le~s than 50 sections of land unless it shall "appear that 
400 or more votes were cast in such town at the last preceding general election. 

(2) Such division shall be m3.l1e at lea~t 4 months prior to the next succeeding gen
eral election, except in eases covered by sub3ection (S), and shall be so made that the 
districts shall be composed of compact, contiguous territory, no one of which shall con
tain over 500 voters, except that in cities of the fi,:st class such districts may contain 800 
registered voters. In towns no di,trict shall contain more than 60 per cent of the voters 
therein, except that if such division results in 3 or lr~ore districts, then no district shall 
contain more than 40 per cent.of the voters tLerein nor less than 20 per cent. The order 
or resolution making such division shall be filed with the proper city, village or town 
clerk, who shall within 5 days after such filing transmit a copy thereof to the county 
clerk, and in towns and villages the clerks thereof shall post copies of ,such order or reso
lution in 5 public places therein. 

(3) The order or resolution shall designate the districts by numbers, and the place 
where the election in each shall be held, which place shall be fixed with a view to the con
venience of the largest number of voters. 

(4) The order dividing a town into districts shall designate the persons who shall 
act as election officers, if present in the distriet or districts thereby created. 

(5) The persons so designated shall possess the qualifications hereinafter prescribed, 
and represent the political parties in accordance with the provisions of this chapter re
specting the officers of election in cities and villages. One of the persons named as in
spectors for each district shall be designated as chairman. 

(6) When a town is thus divided into election districts, the annual town business 
meeting and special town elections shall be held at election district number one; and 
all annual town, judicial and other elections shall be held at the districts as divided. 

(7) It shall be competent for town boards, village trustees or common councils to 
change the boundaries of election districts without creating new districts, or to consoli
date two or more districts within the same town, village or city, subject to the foregoing 
conditions as to time, compactness of territory, filing of a copy of the order or resolution 
and posting copies thereof. 

(8) Whenever a part of any town is annexed to a city or village, the town board may 
redistrict the election precincts in such town, without regard to proevisions of subsection 
(2) as to the time when such division shall be made, but subject to the requirements as to 
compactness of territory, filing of a copy of the order or resolution and posting copies 
thereof. 

(9) Any action heretofore taken by a town board in redistricting election precincts as 
provided in subsection (8) of this section is hereby validated. [1941 c. 31, 169] 

6.06 Compulsory division of election districts. If the councilor board whose duty 
to make a division shall have become imperative under section 6.05 shall fail or refuse 
so to do as therein specified, any voter of such city, town or village may apply to the 
proper circuit court or the presiding judge thereof for an order compelling such division. 
Dueh court or judge may, after reasonable notice has been given to the councilor board 
proceeded against, order sueh division if it appear that it has become the duty thereof 
to make the same. Failure to obey such order within the time specified, unless the same 
be stayed or superseded, shall be deemed a criminal contempt. Until divided all elections 
shall be held in the districts as preeviously established. 

6.07 Alteration of election districts in Indian reservations. (1) Existing election 
districts located within the bounclal'ies of Indian reservations a~'e continued until altered 
us provided by law. 
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(2) The county board of any county containing any such :reservaf . h 1 . 
part may, by recorded resolution, consolidate election districts oalread IOn I?-t:v Ott or.m 
or detach territory from one such district and attach it to anothe1." a I exlS ,m1'k erew, 
ner create one or more new election districts by setting off fO:t;- 'th~ may w ~ e ~an
within the reservation and withm the county not previously incl U ded: purpose h e;.~t~rr 
or by dividing a district already existing, or by making such new distrl'~t aty suc, t IS r~~ , 
of territory not previously organized and partly of territory Set off1 f 0 con~l~. par, Y 
tricts. No new district shall be created containing less than fifty- l:'esid/~rn't~xls mg

f 
~~

United States who are electors of the state of Wisconsin, SUCh new ~, ~l ,lZtns 0 be 
organized as provided by section 6,08, IS rIC s may e 

6.08 Organization of election districts in Indian reserva.tions Th I t' d' 
tricts newly created under section 6,07 shall be organized and ele~t' e; ec 1~~ l,S
shall be appointed and elected as provided by this section: IOn 0 cers erem 

(1) Twenty-five qualified electors, residents of any such district fil 'th th 
county judge of the county in which such district is situated a pet't' may k' e WI e 
appointment of qualified electors of the district, naming therein at Ie: ~of ~s ~~g for ~he 
required for appointment, as election officers of such district, 'The: WICe e num er 
judge by recorded order shall appoint from the persons so recOlIlln e~p~nt;uch co~ty 
inspectors, two election clerks and two ballot clerks who shall, after q~~'~' re: f1e~~lo.n 
respective offices until their successors are duly elected and have q uar fi ~ YNg, 0 elr 
two inspectors and one each of the election or ballot clerks shall belon~ ~ 'th 0 more tf~? 
cal party, Said county judge shall immediately file in the offiCe of thO e s~e po 1 1-

certified copy of such order and deliver to each appointee or :mail t tcount Yh,clerk, ~ 
post-office address a written notice of such appointment. 0 m a IS Usua 

(2) At the first general election held after such appointments a d b' . 11 th 
after the qualified electors of said district shall elect, in the :mann n t lenlll~y ere
elected in towns, three election inspectors, two election clerks and t;r b~~~ 0 1 c:rs ah'e 
shall be qualified electors of such district, A certificate of their elec~' 0, c e: ; ~h 0 

inspectors and clerks of the election, shall be filed in the office of the c lOn't slgfe k ~ ,e 
thirty days after such election and a duplicate thereof delivered to, or 1 ~~n lt~ er ~thm 
of, the officers so elected within twenty days after such election. Such ill' e J;,~~ ~nf~ 
their respective offices for the term of two years and until their SUCCflRS 0 ~erl1 b 1 ~ d 
and qualified, and such term shall begin on the first day of J anuary"n or~ ~:l ,e e ~~ ~ 
election, ex 0 owmg elr 

(3) Every officer so elected shall, before the commencement of hi t 
in the office of the county clerk of the county in which his district is ~ ert~ °i, offic~h file 
office as prescribed in section 6,34; and every such officer chosen to ~l~a e, IS oa of 
take such oath before entering upon the discharge of his duties, and fi1 tha vacan~y sh~ll 
ing with the county clerk within twenty days thereafter, e . e same m WrIt-

(4) Such election officers shall have all the powers, rights and Pri '1 
the duties and be subject to all the penalties, including those of boar: e1es, perform alj 
like election officers in towns, The officers appoint~d by the c?unty j~d~e ~~~rrs~rf' 0 

four weeks before the date of the first caucus, prImary electIOn or b 1 ,a. east 
which the electors of such district are entitled to vote, :fix the palling gTera pectIOn ,at 
trict, which shall be as centrally and conveniently located as practica£r ace ~l' s~ch ~:s
of such place in at least one weekly newspaper published in the COunt e'h pu, IS ,~od~ce 
trict is located, and post copies of Huch notice in at least four of the Y w ter€l~/aI 1 lS
in such district, They shall also provide suitable election booths, mos pu lC paces 

(5) All laws relating to the right of electors to hold caucuses and' , 
and be represented at conventions, as preliminaries to the elections at pr~~~~helect~ons 
provided for by this section are entitled to vote, and all laws relating t W t~C e

d 
vo er; 

elections, the filling of vacancies, the compensation of election Officer 0 th e bcoN tuct t~ 
manner of voting, the canvass and return of votes, which are aPPlicabf tel a ? s, ,e 
tricts in general, shall be applicable to all election districts authorized b e t~' e ect~~n dlS
far as such laws aTe not in conflict with this section, [1933 c, 433 s. 2] y IS sec lOn, so 

6.09 Adjournment of election to another place. Whenever it 8h 11 b . 
sible or inconvenie~t to hold an election at the place desi~nated therefo: th:~medli?s
spectors, after havmg assembled at, or as near as practICable to, such' 1 oar 0 In

receiving any votes, may adjourn to the nearest ('oDvenient place for hofa,ace't:nd lbe~ore 
~nd at such :;tdjourned place shall forthwi~.h proceed with the election, ITf 0 e e e~tlO~, 
Journment SaId board shall cause proclamatIOn thereof t~ be made, and shall ~ ~,suc a
stable or other proper person at the place where the adJournment Was d s a IOn ~ con· 
electors arriving at such place of the adjournment and the place to which~ e to no~fy all 

6.10 Election notice by secretary of state. (1) The secretary of 1 t as rna e, 
than the fifteenth day of September in each year in which state officers U ~tadte'Stnott later 

, TIl e a es sen-
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ators, representatives in congress, members of the assembly and state senators are to be 
elected for a full term of office, or in which electors of president and vice president are to 
be elected, shall make out a notice in writing stating that at the next general election to 
be held on the Tuesday next succeeding the first Monday in November following the 
officers aforesaid, or so many of such officers as are then to be chosen, are to be elected, 
and specifying in the case of such representatives and senators the respective districts 
in which they are to be elected; and whenever officers are to be chosen to fill vacancies, the 
names of the last incumbents of said offices and the date of expiration of terms for which 
they were elected shall be given; and also any constitutional amendment or other question 
to be submitted to the electors of the state for a popular vote. The secretary of state shall 
append to each such constitutional amendment or other question to be submitted to the 
people a brief statement of the change that will be made in the constitution or the existing 
laws if such amendment or other question so submitted shall be ratified or approved by the 
people at such election. Such statement shall contain no argument for or against any 
such amendment or other question so submitted. The said secretary shall publish a copy 
of such notice in the official state paper once in each week from not later than the last 
Friday of September until the election to which it refers. 

(2) The secretary of state shall not later than the fifteenth day of September transmit 
by mail a like notice to the county clerk of each county, specifying the said officers to be 
voted for in said county. 

6.11 Election notice by county clerk. (1) The county clerk thereupon shall forth
with prepare under his signature and seal a notice containing so much of the notice of 
the secretary of state as may be applicable to his county, including constitutional amend
ments or other questions, together with a statement of the several county officers to be 
elected by the voters of his county and cause the same to be published as provided in 

, section 6.82. Commencing not later than the last Friday of September, snch notice shall 
be published once each week until election. In all counties having a population of five 
hundred thousand or more and commencing not later than the second Fl'iday of October, 
such notice shall be published once each week for two consecutive weeks. 

(2) The county clerk shall transmit not later than the second Friday of October, 2 
or more copies of such notice to every town, city and village clerk of his county. [1933 
c. 205 j 1939 c. 269, 452 j 1941 c. 192] 

Note: Legal notices required by (1) are lution, decides to publish same in more than 
published in newspapers selected by county two newspapers. 25 Atty. Gen. 120. 
clerk unless county board, by proper res_o-

6.12 [Repealed by 1939 c. 269] 
6.13 General registration statutes not applicable to Milwaukee. The provisions of 

sections 6.15, 6.16, 6.17 and 6.18, respecting the registration of electors, shall not apply 
in counties having a population of three hundred thousand or more. 

6.14 Registration of electors. (1) In every city, village, and town having a 
population of five thousand or more, exclusive of the inmates of any state penal institution 
or insane hospital, and in every city, village and town of less than five thousand popula
tion in counties having a population of three hundred thousand or more, a registry of 
electors shall be made in every election district thereof. Such registration shall be 
applica.ble to all elections and all primaries. Until the population of any city, village 
or town has been determined by a United States census no registry shall be made therein, 
except as otherwise provided in this section. 

(2) In any city, village or town having a population of less than five thousand, ac
cording to the last United States census, the common council, board of trustees, or board 
of supervisors, as the case may be, may, by ordinance authorize and require registration 
for all elections in such city, village or town, and may rescind its own action in like manner. 

(3) In any city, village or town of less tha.n five thousand population and in every city, 
village or town whose population has never been determined by a United States census, 
fifteen per cent of the number of voters voting at the last general €lection for governor, 
may file with the city, village or town clerk at least sixty days before any election, a peti
tion demanding a registry of electors in such city, village or town and thereupon registra
tion shall be made in the manner -provided by law. 

i (4) When registration is ordered or directed as provided in subsection (2) 01' (3) of 
I this section, it shall be applicable to all elections held in the municipality concerned and 
I may be abolished and made inapplicable by a referendum vote as provided herein. The 

vote shall be taken at the municipal, judicial or general election next held in sllch city, 
village or town, after filing a verified petition in the office of the clerk not less than forty 
days before such election, signed by electocrs therein equal in number to ten per cent of the 
number of votes cast therein for governor at the last general election, praying for the sub
mission to said electors of the question of the abolishing of the provisions aforesaid. The 
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taking of such vote shall be noticed in any such city in the mann er . . . 
noticed, and in any such town or village by posting notices in at l~ ~ulllcipal elec~lOns are 
in the town or village not less than ten days before the election. ast three pubhc places 

(5) Whenever registration is established or abolished unnel:" S.~b . 
(4) of this section the city, village or town clerk shall forthwith ce::Ji'~t.;ectlOns (2), (3) or 
county clerk and to the secretary of state. A list of all such cities t1 y such act~on to the 
less than five thousand population, shall be printed in the election Po ow~s and VIllages, of 
253 j 1933 c. 433 s. 1) 2) 3 j 1935 c. 406 j 1939 c. 513 s. 2J amp let. [1931 c. 55) 

6.15 Registrars. The clerk of each municipality in which re . " . 
under section 6.14 shall have full charge and control of the regist~lS~ratlOn IS apph~ab.le 
the municipality for which he is elected or appointed. The clerk q atIOn of voters 1YlthI.n 
office are authorized to execute such affidavits as may be required by l:ld ~ll employes m hIs 
6.18. . sectIOns 6.16, 6.17 and 

6.16 Registration. (1) FORMS. The clerk shall provide a sUffl. . 
forms for. the registration of elect.ors (hereafter called affidavits o,~le~:~umb.er of bla:nk 
shall consISt of loose-leaf sheets prmted on paper of durable quality- 1 edblshtratIon) , whI?h 
duplicate. " an s all be made m 

(2) FORMS. The form of the registration affidavit shall be Sllbst t' II 
an la y as follows: 

Last '';'amo' ....... Fi~st' nai:ri..i ....... ·Middi.i ;';;me' 
Occupation ............... , .................... . 

BirthlJlace ...............•...................... 

If naturalized: Name of Oourt .................. . 

Place .......................... . 

Date ................••••........ 

Through whom naturalized: 

Husband 

Name ......•.................... 
Father 

----------------------___________ R_esicl"'n ___________ ce. 

Street. 

........................ 

----------
No. 

Ward and 
Precinct. 

~----~---___ -1 
AFFIDAVIT OF REGISTRATION. 

STATE OF WISC01<SI~ C t 
I hereby swear (or affirm) that I am a citizen of the United State; oun y of ..... 

the next election I shall be at least twenty-one years of age, and shall' that on .the ~ay of 
state of Wisconsin for one year next preceding said election, and ill ttave res.Ided ~n t.he 
ten days, and that I am legally qualified to vote. e electIOn distnct 

Subscribed and sworn before me this . . .. day of ...• 

Signature of registration officer S' ........ 
19nature of voter 

VOTING RECORD. 
Stamp or write the date of each election at which the elector votes 

space on the first vaeant 

------------------
................. ................ .................. .................. ................ . 

................ .................. .................. ................ . 

. .............. . 

~--------------(3) NUMERICAL ORDER OF REGISTRATIONS. The original affidavits Of . . 
be filed by precincts, an'anged in numerical order of houses located 0:0. regI;tratlOn shall 
rat ely, co=encing with the lowest and ending with the highest number w.ea? street s~pa
and the affidavits of all electors registered from the same address shall be Ithm the precmct, 
betical order. The streets shall be arranged in successive geographical a~anged III alpha
west and north to south. Or er from east to 
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(4) ALPHABETICAL REGISTRATION. The duplicate affidavits shall be filed in exact al
phabetical order for the entire municipality without regard to precincts and shall be kept 
in the office of the clerk. 

(5) CUSTODY OF REGISTER, USE AT POLLS. The original affidavits shall constitute the 
official register of the respective precincts, and before being turned over to the election in
spectors for use at the polls shall be securely bound in suitable binders. The official pre
cinct register shall be sent by the clerk to the inspectors of election for use at the polls at 
each election or primary, and shall be consulted whenever necessary or proper. In case of 
any discrepancy between the official register and the registry lists provided for in this sec
tion, the official register shall be controlling. The official register shall, with all convenient 
dispatch and within two days, be returned to the clerk of the municipality. 

(6) COPIES OF REGISTER, RECORD~liG VOTERS, RETURNS. Atter the close of registration 
prior to any election or primary the clerk shall prepare one original typewritten copy and 
at least two carbon copies of the list of registered electors for each precinct of the munici
pality, which registry lists shall contain the full name and address of each registered elector 
and shall be arranged in the same order as the register of electors. The original copy and 
one carbon copy shall be furnished to the election inspectors of each election district for 
use at the polls. The registry lists shall contain a blank column for the entry of the serial 
numbers of the electors when they vote, blank spaces to enter the names of electors who 
vote by affidavit, and also a form of certificate setting forth that each list is a true and 
cqmplete combined check and poillist of the respective precincts, which form shall be filled 
in and signed by the three inspectors of election in each precinct; such combined check and 
poll lists, duly verified, to be returned as provided by law. . 

(7) POLL LIST. Two election officers of each election precinct shall have charge of the 
registry lists and shall write after the name of each voter the serial number of his vote as 
the same is polled, beginning ,vith the number one, and these lists so kept shall be in lieu 
of the poll list required by sections 6.45 and 6.49. The names of all qualified electors who 
vote by affidavit as provided by section 6.44 shall be added to said list. 

(8) PUBLIC RECORD. Additional copies of the registry lists shall be open to public 
inspection at the office of the city clerk as soon as they are completed. 

(10) RECORDING VOTERS. After each election or primary the clerk of the municipality 
shall make a record of each elector who has voted at that election or primary by stamping 
or writing the date of the election or primary in the appropriate space on the original regIs
tration affidavit of the elector. [1933 c. 433 s.l] 

6.17 Registration. (1) ApPLICATIONS TO REGISTER, FINAL DAY. The clerk of themu
nicipality shall receive applications for registration at his office during regular office hours 
throughout the year, and at such other places and at such times as he may deem advisable. 
except that registration for any election or primary shall be closed at the close of office 
hours ten days next preceding the election or primary. At the first primary election con
ducted after the taking effect of sections 6.15 to 6.18, any qualified voter shall be permit
ted to register at the polls on the day of election and vote at such election. Such regis
tration shall be conducted by the regular election officers, or in the discretion of the city 
council, by a special registration deputy appointed by the city clerk for each precinct. 

(2) PERSONAL APPLICATION. Applications for registration shall be made in person 
by the elector who shall be required to sign the origiual and duplicate affidavits. 

(3) REGISTERED APPLICANT. If any elector applying for registration is already regis
tered in another municipality within the state of Wisconsin he shall so state this fact to 
the registration officer and shall sign an authorization to cancel the previous registration 
on a form substantially as follows: 

I hereby authorize the cancellation of my previous registration at the following ad-
dress. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . .......................... . 

Signature .... . ... , 
Present address ..................... _ 

The clerk shall cause all such authorizations to be mailed to the proper registration offi
cer not later than twenty-four hours following the close of registration prior to any elec
tion or primary. 

(4) ENTRIES ON REGISTER. The registration officer shall make proper entries upon the 
affidavit of registration after due inquiry of the r.pplicant for registration. Before the 
first name of a woman elector he shall enter Mrs. or Miss, as the case may be. 

(5) ABSENT ELECTOR. Any elector who is more than fifty miles away from his legal 
residence may be registered prior to the close of registration before any election or primary 
in the following manner: He shall secure from the clerk of the municipality blank regiR~ 
tration affidavits with suitable instructions, and shall appeal" before a notary public 01· 

other officer legally authorized to administer oaths, and have the original and duplicate 
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registration affidavits properly made out and signed by the ele~ t 
other officer administering the oath shall sign his name on the li~ a.. r . The notary public or 
registration officer and affix his seal thereto. The original and "'C -:1 eo f?r the signature of the 
to the clerk of the municipality, and shall reach him not lat~ Q phcate shall be returned 
hours on the last day of registration prior to the election or prim~~1' . t~an the close of office 
to be registered for that election or primary.r~ III order for the elector 

(6) TRANSFERS. Any registered elector may upon change o..::t: 
nicipality cause his registration to be transferred to his new add:t~""8 :t:~esidence within the mu
a signed request, stating his present address and the address fro ~s~ by sending to the clerk 
tered, or by applying in person for a transfer. The clerk sh~ 11 ~hich he was last regis
address, ward and precinct number and record the new addresES . strike through the last 
bel' on the original and duplicate affidavits, and shall place the Q~ •. ''->.ard and precinct num
precinct register. I~lllal affidavit in proper 

(7) TRANSFERS. The clerk may transfer the registration ot: 
ceipt of reliable information that such elector has changed his r"",,;;s ~};lY elector upon the re
he shall mail to the elector a form notice of the transfor, as a rne q Ie ence, but in such cases 
informing the elector that he is duly. registered from the new add. :::~s of avoiding errors and 
of the clerk to procure monthly a lIst of all transfers of electri'C3 s;;s. It shall be the duty 
muni~ipality during the preceding mOllth .. Fro:11 such l~st .the c1 Ec'~'k lId gas service in such 
istratlOn of electors who have changed then' reSIdence withm the :t:n s~~ll h:ansfer the reg-

(8) REGISTRATION OARDS. A registration card shall be deli\7"~ .1l1uCIpahty. 
ing application to vote by affid~vit, w~o shall properly fill out ~ ":;'~t:. to each elector mak
.same to the clerk before a certIficate IS supplIed pursuant to ~Qb card and submit the 
6.44. Each clerk shall include in subsequent registry lists the :rl<c~ lS€ction (3) of section 
such cards, provided such persons are then entitled to be placed Ol:~ ~QS of persons who file 
c. 112; 1933 c. -433 s.l, 4] l.€ registry list. [1931 

6.18 Register of electors. (1) REVISION. The clerk shall ~~ . 
istration records as follows: VIf:l~ and Correct the reg-

(a) Following every general November election in even-nUl:t:ib . 
amine the registration records and shall cancel the registration 01" e~l~d years he shall ex
voted within a period of two years. Provided, that each such vot:; a voters who have not 
through the mails substantially as follows: er <:;ha11 be sent a notice 

NOTICE OF SUSPENSION OF REGISTRATION-. 
You are bereby notified that your registration will be cancele(l 

fo!" failure to vote within. a two-year pe~'iod, :rnless y?U .apply f'o~cco~ding to state law, 
thirty days. You may remstate your regIstratIon by Slgnlllg the lSt t l"elllstatement within 
turning it to this office or by applying in person. a cment below and re-

ApPLICATION FOR REINSTATEMENT OF REGISTRL\'l' 
I hereby certify that I still reside at the address from which I a~Ol<. 

for reinstatement of registr~tion. l'egistered and apply 
SIgned ........ , 
Present address .................... . 

Afte~ the expiration of thirt.v: days the .clerk shall cancel the reg-is~ .. '.' ... : ......... . 
thus notified who have not applIed for relllstatement. A propel:' c {atlOn of all electors 
the voting record of the affidavit of registration of all electors who ~ ry shall be made on 
stated. Any el~cto.r whose re&"istra~ion has been canceled may 1;>e. l'e~fsfegistration is rein
ing a new applIcation for regIstratIOn to the clerk of the mumclPal't ered again by mak-

(2) VITAL STATISTICS. At suitable intervals and at least once a 1 :Yo 
secure from the local register of vital statistics a list of all persons mOuth the clerk shall 
of age who have died, and shall compare this list with the registrati~V1~ twenty-one years 
registration of all deceased electors. n Ists and cancel the 

(3) CANOELLATIONS. Upon the receipt of an authorization Of 
tration from the elector the clerk shall cancel said registration. cauCellation of regis-

(4) CHALLENGES OF REGISTRATION. Any elector of the muniei . 
the registrati.on of any ::egistered electo~ by submi~ting to the ?lerk: a P~l~ty may challenge 
such elector IS not qua~lfie~ to ,,-ote, wl11ch affidav.lt shall speClfy the t1tten affidavit that 
the challenged elector IS dIsqualIfied. Upon rec81pt of such affida"it~Ollnds upon which 
to the challenged elector at his registered address a notification Of th he clerk shall mail 
challenged elector fail to appear before the clerk within one week aUd e challenge. If the 
and take the oath required of persons challenged on the same grOUnds a~s\"er the questions 
shall cancel his registration. a election, the clerk 

(5) REMOVALS OHECKED. Upon receipt of reliable informatiOn th 
tor has moved away from the municipality, the clerk shall notify SUch ai a registered elec

e ector through the 
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mail at his registered address, stating the source of the information, and if the elector does 
not apply for continuation of registration within thirty days, his registration shall be can
celed. 

(6) ENTRY OF CANCELLATIONS. When a registration is canceled the clerk shall cause 
to be made a proper entry upon both the original and duplicate affidavits of registration, 
indicating the date, the cause for cancellation, and the initials of the person making the 
cancellation. The original canceled affidavit shall be permanently filed in the office of the 
clerk. 

(7) REGISTER PUBLIC. The registration records shall be open for public inspection, and 
any citizen may make or cause to be made a copy of the registration lists under rules and 
regulations prescribed by the clerk. 

6.185 Permanent registration, cities. (1) Except in cities of the first class, the 
clerk of each municipality in which registration is applicable under section 6.14 in coun
ties having three hundred thousand or more inhabitants, shall have full charge and con
trol of the registration of voters within the municipality for which he is elected or ap
pointcd, and registration shall be made as hCl'ein provided. 

(2) The clerk shall prepare a sufficient supply of registration cards, in form as near 
as may be practical as provided in section 10.10 of the statutes, as shall be directed by 
resolution adopted by the governing board of such municipality. Such cards shall be 
furnished by the clerk to any person applying for them, either in person or by mail. 

(3) The clerk shall, as soon as convenient after this section takes effect, fill in the 
spaces provided in such cards, from the poll list kept at the last preceding general or 
municipal election, the last printed regi.stration lists, together with the name of every 
person known by the clerk to be an elector of the municipality. As soon as the clerk 
shall have completed filling the blanks in such registration cards, he shall file the same 
in his office, and arrange the names of the voters in each precinct in alphabetical order or 
by streets. Such registration cards when so filed shall be the official registry for each pre
cinct subject to be revised and corrected by the clerk as herein provided. 

(4) The clerk shall revise and correct the first registration as prepared by him: 
(a) By striking therefrom the name of any person known by him to have died or 

removed from the district where he is registered, or who shall be proved, by the oath of 
two electors of the district, to be not entitled to vote therein at the next ensuing election 
or primary election, unless such person shall appear, and if challenged, shall make affidavit 
stating his name and the period of his continuous residence in the election district, and 
his place of residence therein, and in case he is of foreign birth, stating when he came 
to the United States and to this state, and the time and place when he became a citizen 
of the United States, and that he is entitled to vote at the election or primary; 

(b) By filing the name of every elector entitled to vote in that district at the next 
election or primary who shall file a registration card such as hereinbefore provided for 
properly filled in and sworn to before said clerk. In every case of a name stricken from 
the registration the reason therefor shall be stated in writing on the registration card. 
All such cards shall be filed in a separate index and kept for a period of three years. 

(c) The clerk of the municipality shall receive applications for registration at his· 
office during regular office hours throughout the year, and at such other places and at 
such times as he may deem advisable, except that regi.stration for any election 01' 

primary shall he closed at the close of office hours 10 days next preceding the election 
or primary. 

(5) Any person who is not twenty-two years of age before the date when the registra
tion is required to be corrected, and who will, if he lives until the day of the election. 
attain the age of twenty-one years on or before such day, shall have his name included 
in such registration if he be otherwise qualified to be an elector. 

(6) (a) After such registration shall have been fully completed, as herein provided, 
no votes shall be received in any primary or election in such municipality if the name of 
the person offering to vote be not registered, except as provided in subsection (4) and 
as hereinafter provided in this subsection. 

(b) Any person ,vho has not previously filed a registration card, but who is a quali
ficd elector in the precinct where he offers to vote, shall, nevertheless, be entitled to vote 
at such primary or election, providing he shall deliver to the inspectors of election a reg
istration card properly filled out and sworn to by himself, or, if he cannot obtain such a 
card, an affidavit stating the same facts as provided on said card; and, provided that his 
oath or affidavit is substantiated by the affidavit of two freeholders, electors in such pre
cinct, corroborating all the material statements therein. The clerk shall provide a suffi
cient number of registration cards with the required affidavit forms printed thereon and 
shall distribute them to the election inspectors at the booth; and the inspectors shall de
liver at least one card to each voter making application therefor. No compensation shall 
be paid or received for takiug' or certifying any affidavit required. No freeholder shall be 
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competent to make at anyone election or primary corroborati4 "'==:0.- • 

five voters. All such registration cards and affidavits shall be s,~ affida:'Its for more than 
clerk before some official authorized by 13:w of this state to a~ cn-:n.to m the office of the 
the clerk. Said clerk shall include in subsequent printed regi~"t::-l::t::J.I~Ister: oaths, or before 
the persons who filed such cards, providing such persons are th~~-atIO~ lIsts the names of 
the official regiRtration. entItled to be placed in 

(0) No such affidavit shall be made on the day on which the ~0 
changes of address by registered voters. oIls are open, except for 

(7) (a) After the last Tuesday preceding a primary, the c} ~ 
to be printed from the official registration cards, for use at the ):;> ~ ~ shall forthwith cause 
respectively, sufficient printed lists of such complete and corre<=; 1:: rImarJ~ and the election 
precinct, and shall cause at least six copies to be posted fortl:::t e~ re!pstration for each 
in said precinct. WIth lU separate places 

(b) Six copies of such printed precinct registry shall be fQ.~ _ 
for each primary and election, of which two shall be used as e~lshe~ to each inspector 
poll lists, at the primary and at the election. To this end, tw-Q ~ck lIsts and in lieu of 
cinct at each primary and election shall write after the name ~l:1spectors at each pre
number of his vote as the same is polled, and shall hand to each. a each ,,:oter the serial 
tion slips, numbered serially, to be furnished by the clerk for th :roter SUItable certifica
blank column shall be provided on the final printed registrati()~ IS. purpose. A special 
also a form of certificate, setting forth that each list is a tru ~ lIst for this purpose' 
check and poll list of the respective precincts, which shall be fi 11 ~:n~ complete combined 
three inspectors of election in each precinct; such combined (";b lU and signed by the 
verified, to be returned as provided by law. eck and poll list, duly 

(8) The clerk shall obtain at least two competitive bids for tb " 
registration cards and the printed registration lists, and shall a"\\>41:dPrllltmg of the blank 
to the lowest competent and responsible bidder. The clerk shall th.e contract therefor 
the printing of such cards and lists to the governing board at: ~hertlfY the expense of 
shall audit and pay the same out of the general fund. e municipality, who 

(9) The clerk shall receive such sum for compensation as l' . . 
governing board of each municipality may fix; to be paid out of tlglstratIOn clerk as the 
c. 355; 1939 c. 279; 1941 c. 291J le general fund. [1933 

. Note: Registration cards may be supplied need not be sworn t 
to electors. When filed with clerk of munici- of elector must be s';;: before clerk but 0 th 
pality they must be sworn to before clerk. of two freeholders. 2bBtantiated by atfida~it 
When presented to election inspectors cards 0 Atty. Gen. 371. 

6.19 Certification of nominees and constitutional amendmellts b 
(1) Not less than twenty-five days before any April or Novembe!, el y. secretary of state, 
state shall transmit to each county clerk a certified list containi11g- ~J;IOn the secretary of 
and post-office address of each person nominated for any office fo!, e name, description 
tors of such ~Ouhty ar~entitled,to vote at such election, t01?et~er wit7hom B;ny o~ the elec
office for whIch each IS a candIdate, and the party or prmCIple eq h a deSIgnatIOn of the 
who.se nominations are «;m file in h~s office. Nam~s of candi~ates II C ;represents, if any, 
sectIon 5.28 shall be certified forthWIth upon the filmg of nommatiollOl°ll:1:nated pursuant to 
state. WIth the secretary of 

(2) In certifying the names of candidates for the office of justice 
judge of the circuit court, state superintendent, and delegates to 11 ~~ the supreme court, 
tions, the secretary of state shall designate the order in which the 11a~ Ional par,ty conven
be printed upon the official ballot in each assembly district. es of candIdates shall 

(3) For the purpose of determining. the order in which the ball! ' 
justIce of the supreme court, state supermtendent, and delegates at I es of candIdates for 
conventions shall be placed upon the official ballot, the secretary of ::trge to national party 
assembly districts consecutively from one to one hundred in the orde ate sha.ll number the 
according to the last preceding census, beginning with the district ha,,:t: of theIr population, 
lation, which shall be numbered one. lllg the largest popu-

(4) In determining the order in which the names of candidates j' . . 
district delegates to national conv~nti?ns shall be placed ~po,n the ba~r CIrCUIt judge and 
state shall number the assembly dIstrIctS or parts of a dIstrIct withi ot, t~e s,e~retary of 
or congressional district consecutively from one upwards, in the orde b the J~dICIaI circuit 
according to the last preceding census, beginning with the district ha,,~ oj' theIr population 
lation, which shall be numbered one. Ibg the largest popu~ 

(5) The secretary of state shall arrange the surnames of the cando 
alphabetically for the first assembly district; thereafter for each SllIdate~ for each office 
name appearing first for each office in the last preceding district Shallcbedmg" district the 

(6) Whenever a constitutional amendment or other question is reg . e placed last. 
to a vote of the people, the secretary of state shall, not less than h;lred to be submitted 

ebty-five days prior 
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to the election at which such amendment or question is required to be submitted, transmit 
by mail a certified copy thereof to each county clerk in the state. 

6.20 JUdicial and school election; rotation of names. (1) For the purpose of de. 
termining the order in which the names of candidates for county judge shall be placed on 
the official ballot, the county clerk shall prepare a list of the election precincts in his county 
by arranging the various towns, cities, and villages of the county in alphabetical order and 
the wards or precincts of each city, village, or town in numerical order under the name of 
such city, village, or town. 

(2) For the purpose of determining the order in which the names of candidates for 
county superintendent of schools shall be placed on the official ballot, the county clerk 
shall prepare a list of the precincts in each superintendent district in his county by ar
ranging the various towns, cities, and villages of the district in alphabetical order and the 
wards or precincts of each city, village, or town in numerical order under the name of 
such city, village, or town. 

(3) The county clerk shall arrange the surnames of all candidates for county judge and 
superintendent of schools alphabetically for the first precinct in the list, and thereafter, in 
each succeeding precinct, the name appearing first for each office in the last preceding 
precinct shall be placed last. 

6.21 Publication of official ballot. (1) Before an election to fill any public office 
or at which a constitutional or other question is submitted, the county or city clerk of each 
county or city shall cause to be published a facsimile of the official ballot the size of which 
shall not be less than one-third the area of the actual ballot. 

(2) Said publication shall be preceded with a notice of the- time and place of holding 
the election, together with info=ation to the voter for marking his ballot, which notice 
and information shall be substantially in the form provided in section 6.22, to be varied 
and modified according to the nature of the election. 

(3) (a) Such publication shall be made twice in daily or weekly newspapers in 
counties or cities having such, one of wh:ch publications in daily papers shall be on the 
publication day preceding the election and the other publication one week previously, and 
when published in a weekly paper the dates shall be designated by the county clerk. 

(b) In all counties< having a population of five hundred thousand or more such 
publication shall be made once in daily or weekly newspapers in counties or cities having 
such, which publication in daily papei'S shall be on the publication day preceding the 
election, and when published in a weekly paper the date shall be designated by the 
county clerk. 

(c) In any county where voting machines are used exclusively in one or more towns, 
cities or villages, publication of the facsimile of the official voting machine ballot shall 
be made once in one or more daily or weekly newspapers published in the town, city or 
village using such voting machines, if a newspaper be published therein, otherwise in a 
newspaper of general circulation therein. The newspapers and dates of publication shall 
be designated by the county clerk. 

(4) Such facsimile ballot notice, when published in a city using voting machines, 
shall include a sample ballot in the form of a diagram showing the face of the machine 
with the official ballot thereon, together with instructions to the voter for the proper 
operation of the machine. If such ballot includes offices to be voted for, other than offiM~ 
of the town, city or village, the cost of publication of such facsimile ballot shall be pro
rated between the county and the town, city or village in proportion to the amount· of 
space used for each type of office. In such case the county clerk shall provide for the 
form of the ballot, placing thereon such town, city or village offices and the names of 
persons to be voted for according to information which shall be supplied him by the clerk 
of the town, city or village. The county clerk shall order the printing of such ballot and 
shall bill the town, city or village for its proper proportionate share of such cost. 

(5) Lists of delegates to national conventions and lists of presidential electors shall be 
published once each week for two consecutive weeks in ma=er provided in subsection (4) 
of section 5.08. [1935 c. 421 s. 3 j 1939 c. 452 j 1941 c. 6J 

6.22 Form of facsimile baJlot notice; information to voters; publication and fee. 
(1) In making publication of a facsimile ballot notice, the county clerk shall precede the 
same with a statement substantially in the following form: 

FACSIMILE BALLOT NOTICE OF ELECTION 
Office of County Clerk. 

To the Electors of .... County: 
Notice is hereby given that a .... election is to be held in the several towns, wards, 

villages, and election precincts in the county of .... , on the .... day of .... , 19 .. , a-t 
which the officers named below are to' be chosen. The names of the candidates for each 
office to be voted for, whose nominations have been certified to or filed in this office, are 
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given under the title of the office and ,under the aI?propriat,e Pat:"ty or other designation, 
each in its proper column, together wIth the questIOn submItted 1;0 a vote, in the sample 
ballot below. 

INFORMATION TO VOTERS 

The following instructions are given for the inform~t~on ~d guidance of voters: 
(a) A voter upon entering the polling. place and gIVI~g hIS 4ame and residence, will 

receive a ballot from the ballot clerk whIch must have mdorsed. thereon the names or 
initials of both ballot clerks, and no other ballot can be used. Upon receiving his ballot, 
the voter must retire alone to a booth or compartment and prepa.re the same for voting. 
A ballot clerk may inform the voter as to the proper manner of 4Iarking a ballot, but he 
must not advise or indicate in any manner whom to vote for. 

(b) If a voter wishes to vote for all the ca?didn:tes no.minated. by any party he shall 
make a cross or other mark under the party desIgnatlon prmted .at the top of the ballot in 
the circle made for that purpose. A ballot so marked and hav111g: no other mark will be 
counted for all the candidates of that party in the column underneath, unless the names 
of some of the candidates of the party have been erased or a name shall be written in or a 
cross mark be placed in the square at the right of the name or 11ames of candidates in 
another column. If the voter does not wis~ to vote for all the. candidates nominated by 
one party, he shall mar~ his ballot by makl~g a cross or mark 111 !he square at the right 
of the name of the candIdate for whom he mtends to vote, or by lllserting or writing in 
the name of the candidate. 

(c) A voter may vote for an entire group of candidates for presidential electors by 
making a cross (X) or mark in the circle (0) under the party designation at the head of 
the party column, or he may vote for the candidates for presidential electors by making a 
cross (X) or mark in the square at the right of the name of each candidate for elector for 
whom he wishes to vote. If a voter does not wish to vote for any ()ne or more candidates 
for presidential electors in the group, he may erase the name of Such candidate or candi
dates and may write in the space provided therefor, the name or names of the person or 
persons for whom he desires to vote, and the cross (X) or mark in the circle (0) at the 
head of the party column shall count as a vote for each of the candidates in such column. 
If a voter does not wish to vote for any candidates for president Or vice president or for 
any presidential electo,rs, whose nam~s appear upon the. ballot, he may insert or write in 
the names of the candIdates for preSIdent and VIce preSIdent, and presidential electors to 
a number equal to the number of electors to be elected, in the appropriate spaces in the 
blank column at the right of the ballot. 

(d) A voter may vote upon a qnesti~n submitted to a vote. of the people by making a 
cross (Xl or mark in the square at the nght of the answer whIch he intends to give. 

(e) The ballot should not be marked in any other manner. If the ballot be spoiled it 
mnst be returned to the ballot clerk, who mnst issne another in its st~ad bnt not more th'an 
three in all shall be issued to anyone voter. Five minutes' time is ~Ilowed in booth to 
mark ballot. Unofficial ballots or memorandum to assist the voter in marking his ballot 
can be taken into the booth, and may be used to copy from. The ballot must not be 
shown so that any person can see how it has b~en marked by the voter. 

(f) After it is marked it should be folded so that the inside cannot be seen but so 
that the printed indorsements and signatures of the ballot clerks on the outside' may be 
seen. Then the voter should pass out of the booth or compartment, give his name to the 
inspector in charge. of tllle ballot box, hand him his ballot to be placed in the box, and 
pass out of the votmg pace. 

(g) A voter, who declares to the presiding officer that he is ullable to read or that 
by reason of physical disability he is unable to mark his ballot, can have assi;tance of 
two election officers in marking same, to be chosen by the voter; lUld if he declares that 
he is totally blind, he may he assis~e~ by any person c~o~en by him from among the 
legal voters of the county. The preSIding officer may admimster an oath in his discretion, 
as to such person's disability. 

(h) The following is a facsimile of the official ballot (insert facsimile of official bal-
lot): .. .. ... : .... , County Clerk. 

(2) (a) The headline, or capb~n, of s::ld facsImile ba~lot notrce shall be conspicuously 
displayed, but in no case shall Sald captIOn, toget~er WIt~ the necessary spacing above 
and below occupy more than one and one-fourth mches III depth. The reading matter 
of said n;tice shall be set solid in the type of ~e re~ular reading matter of the paper 
making the publication but not in smaller thll;ll SIX pomt n?r !arger than ten point type. 
The size and style of type and the general dIsplay ?f fac~ImIle balIots shall conform as 
nearly as may be to those of the sample ballots p=ted m the statutes' provided that 
party columns shall not exceed two and one-sixth inches in width. The fee for' such 
publication shall be paid for by the sqllare. 
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(b) The caption, introductory paragraph and information to voters shall be printed 
but once in any such notice and shall be followed by a facsimile of each of the ballots to 
be used at such election. Whenever possible the complete notice shall appear on a 
single page of the newspaper. If this be impracticable, a footnote, in twelve point caps, 
shall indicate on what page the notice is continued. At the top of each succeeding page, 
or column of the said notice, shall appear, in twelve point caps and figures, the notation: 
"For information to voters and for other facsimile ballots, see page .... " 

(3) No other or further publication of notice provided for by this and the preceding 
section shall be required to be made by any county or city clerk, except that in cities, the 
clerk shall at the foot of such notice, specify the place of voting in such election precinct, 
and the hours of opening and closing the polls. 

6.23 Separate precinct ballot; form. (1) There shall be printed and provided for 
use in each precinct at general elections a separate ballot upon which shall be printed the 
names, including given and surnames, of all candidates for state, congressional, legislative 
and county offices. 

(2) The several regular party tickets nominated by conventions or by regularly con
stituted and authorized committees or primaries shall be printed each in a separate column 
under the appropriate party designation, the cohunns to be arranged alphabetically, from 
left to right, according to the first letter of the party name, thus democratic party, labor 
party, prohibition party, republican party. To the right hand of the party columns shall 
be one or more columns for independent nominations. 

(3) All columns are to be separated by heavy black lines not less than one-eighth of 
an inch wide. 

(4) In each column shall be placed the name of each office to be voted for and di
rectly under the name of each such office shall appear the name, both given and surname, 
of the person nominated as a candidate for such office. The name of the candidate shall 
in all cases be placed in the column designated by the party name of that party by which 
such candidate was nominated; and if the person be an independent candidate, his name 
shall be placed in its proper place in the column or columns designated independent, to
gether with his party designation as given in his nomination papers. The names of all 
candidates shall be so placed in the various party designated columns so that names of the 
same office and the candidates for ,such office shall appear on or between the same hori
zontal lines of the ballot. After and to the right of the name of each candidate for a 
state or county office and within each party designated column there shall be a square, in 
which the voter may designate by a cross or other mark his choice for each office. 

(5) In no case shall a county clerk place the name of any perRon upon such ballot as a 
candidate for the office of county superintendent of schools unless such person shall have 
filed in such clerk's office at least twenty-five days before the day of election at which such 
superintendent is to be elected, proof of having successfully taught in one or more of the 
public schools of this state, for a period of eight months, and a copy of a certificate en
titling him to teach in any such school, or of a certificate known as a county superintend
ent's certificate. 

(6) All offices to be filled, together with the names of the persons who are candidates 
for such offices, shall be arranged within the columns in the following order: First, state 
offices; second, congressional offices; third, legislatiye offices; fourth, county offices. 

(7) At the top of each ballot shall be placed in letters of not less than three-eighths of 
an inch in length the words: "Official Ballot." Underneath the words "Official Ballot," 
and in plain, legible type shall appear the following instructions to voters: "If you de
sire to vote an entire party ticket for state, congressional, legislative and county offices, 
make a cross (X) or other mark in the circle (0) under the party designation at the head 
of the ballot. If you desire to vote for particular persons without regard to party, mark 
in the square at the right of the name of the candidate for whom you desire to vote, if it 
be there, or write any name that you wish to vote for, in the proper place." There shall 
be a space at the top of each column in which shall be placed the party designation and 
under the party designation a circle (0) of three-eighths of an inch in diameter formed 
by black lines in which the voter by his mark may declare tbat he votes for all the names 
printed in that colmnn except such as are erased or written over or otherwise marked as 
hereinafter specified, and under such party designation shall appear the names of all can
didates for state, congressional, legislative and county offices. 

(13) Whenever a proposed amendment to the constitution, or any measure or other 
question shall be submitted to a vote of the people, a concise statement of the nature there
of shall be printed in accordance with the act or resolution directing its submission upon a 
separate ballot provided for that purpose, and underneath the question as thus stated shall 
appear the words "yes" and "no," and after and to the right of each of said words there 
shall be a square. At the top of said ballot shall be printed in letters of not less than 
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three-eighths of an inch in length the words: "Official Referendum Ballot." Underneath 
said words, and in plain, legible type shall appear the following instructions to voters: 
"If you desire to vote for any question, n:ake ~ cross (~) or other mark in the square 
after the word 'yes,' underneath such questIOn; if you desIre to vote against any question 
make a cross (X) or other mark in the square after. the word :no; underneath such ques
tion." This form of ballot shall be used at all electIOns at whIch questions are submitted 
to the people. 

(9) In each year in which there is to be elected a president and vice president of the 
United States, there shall be printed and provided for use in each precinct at the general 
election a separate ballot, to be designated "Presidential Ballot," which shall be substan
tially in the form annexed, marked "C." 

(10) (a) At the top of each presidential 'ballot shall be placed in letters of not less 
than three-eighths of an inch in length the words "Official Presidential Ballot." Under
neath the words "Official Presidential Ballot" and in plain, legible type shall appear the 
following instruction to vot~rs: "Make a cross (X) or other ~ark in the square 0 oppo
site the names of the candIdates for whose electors you deSIre to vote. Vote in ONE 
square only." 

(11) No pasting names over a ticket or over any names thereon shall be allowed and 
no name so pasted shall be counted except as provided in section 5.2S. 

(12) When any person is nominated for the same office, ?y more than one party or 
primary, his name shall be placed upon the ticket under the deSIgnation of the party which 
first nominated him, or if he was nominated by more than one party or primary at the 
same time, he shall, within the time fixed by law for filing certificates of nomination, filed 
with the office with whom his certificate of nomination is required to be flIed, a written 
election indicating the party designation under which he desires his name to be printed on 
the ballot, and it shall be so printed. If he shall refuse or neglect to so file such an elec
tion, the officer with whom the certificate of nomination is required to be filed shall place 
his name under the designation of either of the parties by which he was no~inated, bnt 
under no other designation whatsoever. 

(13) The names of persons nominated by paper nominations shall be placed in the one 
or more columns designated independent; provided, that the name of the same individual 
shall not be placed on the ticket under the head of independent nominations if his name 
already appears under a party designation. 

(14) On the back and outside of every ballot shall be printed the words, "Official. " . 
Ballot for .... ," followed by the designation of the polling place for which the ballot is 
prepared and the date of the election, the official indorsement and blank certificates in the 
following forms: I certify that the within ballot was marked by me for an elector in~ 
capable under the law of marking his own ballot, and as directed by him. 

. .. "' 
of Election . 

... "' 
of Election, 

(15) No party designation shall be placed upon the official ballots for any school or 
judicial officer. The names of candidates for the same office shall be placed in the same 
column. 

(16) Ballots for judicial, school and city elections shall be printed upon the quality 
of white print paper hereinbefore specified, and shall be of sufficient size to afford space 
for the names of the several candidates for any office in the column under the proper 
office designation. The names of candidates for judicial ofiices and school superintend
ent shall be printed on the same ballot in substantially the annexed form marked "E." 
Such ballots shall have similar matter printed on the back and outside as other official 
ballots are required to have. 

(17) (a) The ballot provided for in subsection ,<1) .of this section and the official 
city ballot shall be upon white print paper, the preSIdentIal ballot upon light blue print 
paper, and the referendum ballot upon pink print paper, and shall be substantially as in 
the annexed forms marked respectively "A," "B," "c" and "D;" provided that ballots for 
city elections may be varied in form to conform to the law under which such election is 
held. 

(b) All ballots shall be of sufficient width. and length to aff?rd. space for all matter' 
required to be printed thereon and shall be prmted on paper weIglllng thirty-five pounds 
per ream of sheets twenty-four by thirty-six inches; if a different sized sheet is used the 
weight per ream shall be proportioned as above. 

(c) No sample ballot shall be printed upon paper of the color provided for any official 
ballot. 

(IS) A separate ballot box shall be ,provided for each form of ballot. 



6.24 ELECTIONS 114 

(19) All provisions of the statutes relating to the preparation, printing, distributing, 
voting, counting and returning of ballots used at general elections for state and county 
officers shall, as far as applicable and not inconsistent herewith, apply to all of the ballots 
herein provided for. [1933 c. 159 s. 1 j 1933 c. 284] 

Note: Substantial -compliance in form of Where there is similarity between given 
ballot with (17) (a) is sufficient and neither names and surname of two candidates fpr 
election nor elector's vote is rendered nuga- election both given names and the surname 
tory by failure to follow precisely form pre- of each candidate should be used on bal-
scribed. 24 Atty. Gen. 348. lots. 25 Atty. Gen. 513. 

6.24 Nonpartisan elections. No candidate for any judicial, school, member of 
county board in counties having a population of two hundred fifty thousand or more, or 
elective city office shall be elected upon any party ticket, nor shall any designation of party 
or principle represented be printed on the ballot used at the election of any such candidate. 
The statement "a nonpartisan judiciary" or "a nonpartisan superintendency," or "a non
partisan administration" shall not be deemed a designation of party or principle within 
the meaning of this section. The election of members of such county boards, except as 
provided by subsection (5) of section 17.21 in cases of vacancy, shall be held and con
ducted in the manner provided for the election of judicial officers, except police justices or 
justices of the peace in counties having a population of three hundred thousand or more, 
and containing an entire judicial circuit for which more than one circuit judge is provided 
bylaw. 

6.245 Recall of elective officers. (1) The qualified electors of the state or of any 
county or of any congressional, judicial or legislative district may petition for the recall 
of any elective officer after the first year of the term for which he was elected, by filing a 
petition with the officer with whom the petition for nomination to such office in the pri
mary election is filed, demanding the recall of such officer. Such petition shall contain a 
specific statement of the grounds upon which the removal is sought and shall be signed by 
electors equal in number to at least twenty-five per cent of the vote cast for the office 
of governor at the last preceding election, in the state, county or district from which such 
officer is to be recalled. 

(2) The preparation of such petition shall be governed, as to the use of more than a 
single piece of paper, the dates of signatures, the places of residence and business of sign
ers and the verification thereof, by the provisions of section 5.26, relating to nomination 
papers, so far as applicable. After the petition has been filed, no name shall be erased or 
removed therefrom; and no signature shall be valid or be counted unless its date is less 
than sixty days preceding the date of such filing. 

(3) Within three days next following the offering of any such petition for filing, the 
officer to whom such petition has been offered shall determine by careful examination the 
sufficiency or insufficiency of such petition and state his findings in a certificate attached 
thereto. If the petition be found insufficient, the particulars of such insufficiency shall be 
set forth in the certificate; and the petition may thereupon be amended within five days 
next following the making of such certificate, by the addition of signatures or otherwise 
Within two days next following the offering of such amended petition for filing, such fil
ing officer shall determine by careful examination the sufficiency or insufficiency of the 
amended petition and state his findings in a certificate attached thereto. Forthwith upon 
finding sufficiency in such original or amended petition, such officer shall file the same and 
call a special election to be held not less than forty nor more than forty-five days from 
such filing. 

(4) The name of the officer against whom the recall petition is filed shall go on the 
ticket as a candidate at such special election without nomination unless he resigns within 
ten days after the original filing of such petition. There shall be no primary election but 
other candidates for such office may be nominated in the manner as is provided by law in 
primary elections and have their names placed on the ticket at such special election. The 
time for filing such nomination papers shall be governed so far as applicable by subsec
tion (6) of section 5.26. 

(5) The officer against whom such petition has been filed shall continue to perform 
the duties of his office until the result of such special election shall have been officially de
clared. At such special election the candidate who shall receive the highest number of 
votes shall be deemed elected for the remainder of the term. If the incumbent receives the 
highest number of votes he shall continue in office. If another receives the highest num
ber of votes he shall, if he shall qualify within ten days after receiving notification of his 
election, become the ,successor of the incumbent. 

(6) After one such petition and special election, no further recall petition shall be 
filed against the same officer during the term for which he was elected. 

(7) The purpose of this section is to facilitate the operation of section 13, article 
XIII, of the constitution. [1933 c. 44 s. 1] 
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6.25 Printing of ballots by county clerk. (1) Except as ir::.. . 
provided, it shall be the duty of each county clerk to provide p. .thIS chapter otherwise 
election for public officers to be voted for in his county and to cat. :&:--mted ballots for every 
approp,riate. ballot the name of every candidate whose name has ~se to be prin.ted in the 
filed WIth hIm; such county clerk shall let to the lowest bidder €~n :luly certIfied to or 
printing of all ballots and shall keep all proposals for such Pri~ ~!thlI~ su~h county the 
vided, such accepted bidder file with such clerk a bond in a pen ~ tmg In hIS office; pro
the sum of the accepted bid, signed by two sureties and condition"C 1 sum of at least twice 
formance on the p~rt of the a.c~epted bidder of all the conditions ~d f~r the faithfu~ per
such clerk at the tIme of reCeIvmg proposals for such printing, an. lIly Imposed on hIm by 
clerk shall have power to reject all bids if deemed excessive and to q prOVIded such county 
ing outside of such county. 'Contract for such print-

(2) Ballots not provided by the county clerk shall not be cast 
tion, excepting as provided in subsection (6) of section 6.29. <>r counted in any elec-
. (3) But any voter maY.'VTite upon his ballot ~he name of any 

SIres to vote for any office, III such place or so desIgnated as to indiVerson for whom he de
vote shall be counted t~e sa!lle ~s if printed. upon the ballot .and tu:::te the office, and such 
any voter may take WIth hIm Illto the pollmg place any prInted 0:t." ke~ by the voter; and 
or paper to assist him in marking or preparing his ballot, except a. wnt~en memorandum 
provided. 13 hereInafter otherwise 

(4) Ballots shall be set up and proof be in possession of th~ 
eighteen days before any judicial or general election, and subject to _county: clerk at least 
didates and their agents. If any mistake be discovered in printi l.nspectIOn by the can
shall be the duty of the clerk to correct the same before ballots are lJl:l.~ or arrangement, it 

(5) In all general elections, including judicial elections, such h \lllted. 
and distributed solely at the expense of the county. a. lots shall be printed 

6.26 Number and style of ballots; sample ballots. (J ) Not 1a. t 
of August in every even-numbered year, each town, city and village er than the firs.t day 
the county clerk the approximate number of voters in his district. clerk, shall certIfy to 

(2) There shall be printed, in the manner hereinbefore provided . 
of ballots to p:ovide for e::ch voter as indicated in the reports filed}:>' a suffiCIent num?er 
(1). ~t the tune the offiCIal ballot~ are printed, unofficial sample bafrsuant to subse?hon 
upon tmted or colored paper, and III the same fo= as the official b lots shall be pnnted 
not exceeding one-fourth of the official ballots f~r the county and :f allots, to an amount 
the sample ballots shall be held by such clerk at hIS office and shall be 0:r;ty-~ve per cent of 
upon application therefor. Forty-five per cent of the sample ballot dIstnbuted to voters 
among the city, village and town clerks and ten per cent 'of the, Sa S shall be distributed 
sent to the election booths in proportion to the number of voters as inlUple b~lots shall be 
filed in accordance with the provisions of subsection (1), to be, the .dICll:ted. m the report 
inspectors of election to voters upon application therefor. Such baJI

I 
e dIstnbuted by the 

in the same manner that the official ballots shall be paid for, witho ots sh~l. be paid for 
for composition. [1933 c. 39; 1939 c.269] llt addItIonal chargp 

. 6.27 Party committees may order sample ballots. A~y politicaJ . 
Its own expense order a larger supply of sample ballots than IS required b COIDll!Ittee may at 

6.28 Election supplies. Each comity clerk shall cause to be J.' sectI~n 6.26. 
manner and at the same time that official ballots are printed a sufficienfl:'Inted m the s1l;me 
and other supplies required by law for the conduct of elections, for el:!umber o.f po~l lIsts 
county. Official oaths of the inspectors, clerks of election and b I ach precInct In the 
printed in said poll lists. Such poll lists and election supplies shall blot c,Ierks shall be 
clerks when the official ballots for each precinct are delivered in the e delIvered by such 
taining the official ballots. sealed package con-

6.29 Distribution of official ballots. (1) Each county clerk sIr 
printed pursuant to his order as provided by law to the propel:' to all s~nd the baIl?ts 
clerks in his county, so as to be received by them at least seven days p~'. VIllage and CIty 
ing of the polls on the day of election. Five per cent of the ballots fOr e'VlOUS to ~he open
be retained by the county clerk and another five per cent shall be each precInct shall 
separate packages to enable him to meet applications for ballots froDlse~t to the clerk in 
suant to sections 11.54 and 11.68, and the remainder in separate sear sent voters, p~r
marks on the outside of each clearly designating the polling place for e~'1ackagGS ~th 
tended and the number of ballots of each kind inclosed. '" IC they are In-

(2) Each town, village and city clerk shall send to the proper board' . 
his town, village or city, before the day of election, the unbroken packs of Inspectors In 

received by him from the county clerk. ages of ballots so 
(3) Each town, village and city clerk, and each presiding or seniOr I . 

receiving any package as aforesaid from a county or city clerk shan re: ectIon officer, on 
Urn to the sender 
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a receipt therefor, and keep a record of the time when, and the manner in which, the 
several packages were received by him. 

(4) The receipts aforesaid shall be preserved by city and county clerks for the period 
of one year, after which they may be destroyed. 

(5) In case the ballots to be furnished to any city, village, town or voting place shall 
fail for any reason to be du1y delivered, or in case after delivery they shall be destroyed, 
lost or stolen" it shall be the duty of the clerk of such city, village or town to cause other 
ballots to be prepared in printing or writing, substantially in the form of the original 
ballots; and upon receipt of such other ballots, accompanied by a statement under oath 
by such clerk, that the same have been so prepared and furnished by him to replace the 
original ballots not delivered or so destroyed, lost or stolen, the election officers shall cause 
lIle substituted ballots to be used in lieu of the original ballots. 

(6) If from any cause the ballots are not ready for distribution at any polling place 
as provided by law, or if the supply shall be exhausted before the polls are closed, fac
simile unofficial ballots may be used, but the voter using it must, before voting, present it 
unmarked to the ballot clerks, have their signatures or initials indorsed thereon, and then 
he shall prepare it for voting. 

6.30 Construction of polling booths. All officers upon whom is imposed by law the 
duty of designating polling places shall, under the penalties elsewhere prescribed, provide 
and maintain in each polling place designated by them a sufficient number of places or 
compartments, at least twenty-four inches wide and deep, with shelves for writing, which 
shall be furnished with such supplies and conveniences as shall enable voters to conveni
ently prepare their ballots, and each compartment shall be furnished with a door, screen 
or curtain of cloth so hung as to completely conceal the voter and anyone who may law
fully assist him from observation while marking and preparing his ballot, and said room 
shall have a guard rail so constructed that only persons within said rail can approach 
within five feet of the ballot boxes or such places or compartments. The number of such 
places, shelves or compartments shall not be less than one for every fifty electors who 
voted at the last preceding general election in the district. No person except the officers 
of election, other than voters engaged in receiving·, preparing or depositing ballots, shall 
be permitted to be within said rail. The expense of providing and maintaining such 
places,shelves, compartments, doors, screens or curtains and guard rails shall be provided 
for in the same manner as other election expenses. 

6.31 Party representatives at polling places. Two party agents or representatives, 
and a substitute or alternate for each, may be appointed for each polling place to act as 
challenger for each political party and its candidates and to observe the proceedings of 
election officers. Such appointments may be made by the county or other proper local 
committee of the party making such nominations. Candidates nominated by nomination 
papers and candidates for city offices, may themselves make such appointments. Each 
such appointment shall be in writing under the hand of the person making it, specifying 
the name and residence of the appointee, el~ction distTict for which he is appointed, and 
~he nanle of some substitute to be appointed in case of his failure to serve or absence from 
the polling place, and be filed with the clerk of the city, town or village at least three days 
before election. The clerk shall thereupon issue a permit, upon a printed slip or card, 
to such appointee, which shall be his warrant of authority to be present during the elec
tion and to be inside the railed inclosure during the counting of the ballots. If any per
son so appointed as agent fails to serve or shall be absent for any part of election day, 
the clerk may issue a permit to the substitute or alternate, who may act instead of such 
absentee or person failing to serve. 

Note. Each political party is entitled to from passing on this information to others, 
two watchers at polls; they are not prohib- who will use it in inducing tardy electors to 
ited from keeping their own lists of electors, vote. 25 Atty. Gen. 637. 
checking off names as voting progresses or 

6.32 Election inspectors and clerks. (1) Except as otherwise provided, there shall 
be three inspectors, two clerks of election and two ballot clerks at each poll at every 
election held under the provisions of this title, each of whom shall be a qualified elector 
in the election district, except for election boards serving more than one precinct pursu
ant to section 6.045, and said electors shall be able to read and write the English language 
understandingly and not a candidate to be voted for at such election. Provided, however, 
that at polls where voting machines are used ballot clerks shall not be employed. Not 
more than two of such inspectors, nor one of said clerks of election, nor one of said bal
lot clerks, shall be members of the same political party, but each one of said officers shall be 
a member of one of the two political parties which cast the largest vote in the district at 
the last preceding general election, the party which cast the largest vote being entitled to 
two inspectQrs, one clerk and one ballot clerk, and the party receiving the next largest 
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vote being entitled to the remainder of said officers. The basis fo:t::::- . . . 
the vote of each party for its presidential elector receiving the larg~ such dIVlslOn ~hall be 
didate for governor, at the last preceding general election. st vote, or for Its can-

(la) The governing body of any city, village or town may, n~ . 
prior to any election, reduce the number of election officials for any i; 1es:s than SIXty days 
vide for a redistribution of the duties among the remaining officials. ~lectlOn, and may pro-

(2) In towns the supervisors shall be inspectors of election w~ 
political parties descr~bed in subsectio:z; (1). Whenever they all bel~n they belong to ~~e 
cal party, the supervIsor l::st ~~med m the clerk's certificate of el~ n€? to the same polItl
town clerk's office shall be mehgible and shall not act; but an inspe, <Jtlon recorded m the 
present, possessing the qualifications aforesaid, and belonging to <C::tor from the electors 
political parties mentioned, shall be chosen in his place by the viva VCl. 't;he other of the two 
present at the polling place at the opening of the polls. The town ~ ~e vot~ of the electors 
be one of the clerks of election, and the inspectors shall, before open.:i lerk, If present, shall 
another and also two ballot clerks. If the town clerk be absent, th ~ 11?" the polls, appoint 
point two clerks of election. - mspectors shall ap-

(2a) Whenever it appears that any member of the board of su~ . 
clerk of a town will for any reason be ineligible to act as an inspect erVlsors o:r; the town 
election, such board shall appoint a qualified elector of the town to t'l. Qr of electlOn at any 
shall file with the town clerk at least five days prior to such election t~ll such vacancy, and 
son so appointed. e name of such per-

(3) When a town is divided into two or more election district~ '. 
chapter, the persons named in the order of division shall be electi0Q. as proVIded III this 
election in the district or districts created by such order, and shall h 1 office~s at the first 
their successors are appointed and qualified. The boards of such t~ d theIr offices until 
than the second Tuesday of A.ugust in each year when a general e} w~s s~all, not later 
appoint by an order in writing, which shall be filed with the town ~i(ltlOn IS to be held, 
bon for each election district therein, other than the first; the perso:q (C)rk, office!s of e1ec
hold their offices until their successors are appointed and qualified. IS so appomted shall 

(4) (a) The mayor of every city, except cities having one hundr~ 
inhabitants, shall nominate to the common council thereof, and the Pl:- q .thousand or more 
lage shall nominate to the village board of trustees thereof, at the firl;;t~:SIdent of every vil
such council and of such board in February of each year in which a "'" regular meetll1g of 
be held, and if no such meeting is held, then at a special meeting, WI~ (C)neral election is to 
such purpose on the last Tuesday of said month, three persons for ill ~h he shall call for 
two for clerks of election, and two for ballot clerks, in each election d~pe~tors of election, 

(b) Such inspectors, clerks and ballot clerks shall be chosen froll:l !Stn.ct therein. . 
the mayor of the city, or to the president of the village, for that pUl' a lIst submitted to 
county committee or city committee of the aforesaid two parties. Sll~bs~ by the regular 
mitted by the chairman from each ward to the city or county committ lISt shall be sub
persons so selected by the chainnan from each ward shall act as such. e.e, and only such 
list shall bear the signature of the chainnan and secretary of said count~ InsI;1ectors, which 

(c) Such common councilor board of trustees shall immediately or CIty committee. 
prove such nominations. If they disapprove as to any such nominee ttpprove or disap
dent shall immediately nominate another person, qualified as afores~id e mayor or presi
the two committees representing the two parties which cast the Iarglj8t from. the list of 
trict in the last general election, and the mayor or village president shall vot~ III said dis
until the requisite number shall have been nominated and confinned at sll contlll~e to do so 

(d) The persons so appointed inspectors, clerks and ballot clerks shalch meetll1g. 
for two years and until their successors are appointed and qualified, alld 1 hold their offices 
officers at every primary, general, municipal and special election folIo",. shall ~ct as such 
ment held within their respective districts during such term. Illg theIr appoint-

( e) The chainnan of any town, when eligible to act as inspector shal 
the i:rspectors of ~uch town. Wh~n the town chair;man is ineligibl~, the 1 .be chainnan of 
appomt one o~ theIr.number as chaI.rman. A.lso, the Ill.spectors provided-b mspect~rs shall 
and (4) of tlus sectIOn and b~ sech?n 6.08. shall. aprom~ one .of their nl:! S 5'UbsectlO?S (3) 
No ballot clerks shall be appomted 111 electlOl1 dlStncts m whIch voting :ber. as chaIrman. 

(f) If at any election there shall be a vacancy at the polls caused b aChIlles !lre used. 
sickness, or from any other cause, of any election official required to be :y the candidacy, 
a polling place, such vacancy shall be filled by temporary appointmelltn attendance at 
vi~l~ge clerk of the ~ity or village in which the pol~ing place is located by the ci~y or 
eh~~le perso~s ~ubmltted by th~ county party co;nmittee of eac~ of the t' from a h.st of 
pohtIcal partIes III the case of VIllages, and the CIty party commIttee il:J. t 'Vo predoIDmant 
In the event that no such list is submitted such clerk may appoint any ele fe c!lse of cities. 
district. Such emergency appointment shall be for the day only. c or III the voting 
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(g) Within five days after the appointment and confirmation of inspectors of election, 
clerks of election and ballot clerks in cities or villages, the clerk of each city or village 
shall transmit a notice thereof to each such appointee. Such inspectors of election, clerks 
of election and ballot clerks shall, within ten days after the mailing of such notice, file 
with the clerk of such city or village an oath of office substantially in the following form: 

I, A. B., .... of election in the .... of .... county of .... do hereby solemnly swear 
(or affirm) that I will support the constitution of the United States and the constitution 
of the state of Wisconsin and will perform the duties of .... of election according to law 
and will studiously endeavor to prevent all fraud and deceit in conducting the same. So 
help me God. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this .... day of .... , A. D. 19 ... 

And no other or further oath of office shall be required of said officers during the term 
for which he was elected. 

Any person appointed to fill a vacancy on such board of inspectors, ballot clerks or 
poll clerks, shall before entering upon the duties of his office take and subscribe an oath of 
office similar in form to the above and any inspector of election who has taken and filed 
an oath of office may administer said oath. Any inspector having taken and filed the 
oath of office as above prescribed may administer any oath required by law in conducting 
registrations or elections. 

(h) The council of a city or the village board of a village may require that all persons 
named on the list pursuant to paragraph (b) of this subsection shall establish their 
ability to read and write the English language, with a general knowledge of election 
laws. Examinations to determine whether parties named as election officials meet the 
qualifications may be conducted by the clerk, board of election co=issioners or such 
other officer as the councilor village board shall designate. 

(5) Whenever a list required by paragraph (b) of subsection (4) of section 6.32 
shall not have been submitted prior to the end of January in even-numbered years, then 
appointments may be made until such list is submitted, and pursuant to paragraph (f) 
of subsection (4) of section 6.32, regardless of any such list. [1931 c. 205j 1933 c. 433 
s. 3, 4 j 1935 c. 360 j 1937 c. 423 j 1939 c. 225, 269 j 1941 c. 291J 

Note: The basis of making appointments politics. In case of vacancies election offi
following a general election in a presidential cials are to be appointed on basis of last pre
year is the vote for presidential electors and ceding general election. 24 Atty. Gen. 44. 
the basis to be used following a general elec_ Action taken by governing body of city, 
tion in a nonpresidential year is the vote of village or town under (la) applies only to 
each party for its candidate for governor. forthcoming election. 24 Atty. Gen. 348. 
State ex reI. Milwaukee Co. Rep. Comm. v. Election officials, (4) (b) are chosen from 
Ames, 227 W 643, 278 NW 273. list submitted by ward chairman to city or 

Inspector of election may sign affidavit county committee. and such list shall bear 
for prospective voter as a freeholder, and signature of chairman and secretary of 
such act does not disqualify him from chal- county or city committee. 25 Atty. Gen. 221. 
lenging voter nor from passing upon chal- Persons who seek election as party pre-
lenge of others. 21 Atty. Gen. 335. cinct committeemen are "candidates" and 

Election officials appointed under this may not serve as election officials under (1). 
section are not to be changed during their 25 Atty. Gen. 536. 
terms on ground that there has been change Under (1) three election inspectors must 
as to majority parties during intervening be chosen notwithstanding provisions of 
general election. Those who have duly (la). 21 Atty. Gen. 252 is reaffirmed so far as 
qualified at time of their appointment are it is now applicable. 27 Atty. Gen. 27. 
not disqualified on ground of change in 

6.325 Compensation of election officers. A reasonable compensation shall be paid 
to inspectors and clerks of election, and to ballot clerks, county canvassers and messen
gers employed and performing duties under the provisions of this chapter, to be fixed 
by the town, village or county board or common council, and paid from the treasury of 
the town, village, county or city by which employed. Every messenger sent by the gov
ernor, secretary of state or state board of canvassers shall be paid out of the state treas
ury a reasonable compensation to be fixed by the secretary of state, and charged to the 
proper appropriation for the state officer or board dispatching such messenger. [1933 
c. 433 s. 2] 

6.33 [Renumbered section 6.08 by 1933 c. 433 s. 2J 
6.34 oDistrict board of canvassers. The inspectors of election shall constitute the 

board of canvassers of their respective cities, villages, wards or election districts. Pre
vious to receiving any ballot the inspectors, clerks of election and ballot clerks shall sev
erally take an oath or affirmation to support the constitution of the United States, the 
constitution of the state of Wisconsin, and to perform the duties of inspectors (clerks or 
ballot clerks, as the case may be) of election according to law, and to studiously endeavor 
to prevent all fraud, deceit or abuse in conducting the same. Said oath or affirmation 
shall be in writing, be subscribed by the person taking the same, and annexed to, and re
turned with, the poll list to the county clerk. 
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6.35 Opening and closing of polls. (1) In all cities of ten th«) , 
over, "except in first class cities, not counting inmates of any mate pe:n ~s~nd ,Illh~bitants and 
hospital therein situated, the polls at the general election shall be "O~l mstItutI,on or insane 
the morning and closed at eight o'clock in the evening, except th en~d at sIX,o'clock in 
second or third class the governing body may by ordinance detern:ti ~t In any CIty of the 
be opened not later than seven o'clock in the morning and closed :;e that ,the polls shall 
?'clock in th~ evening. In cities, of the first ~lass the po~ls shall be "Ot-~ ot earher than seven 
III the mornmg and closed at eIght o'clock m the evemng. In cit.i~ ened at seven o'clock 
and in villages the polls at said election shall be opened at nine "0' ~ of 0e fourth class 
and closed at five-thirty o'clock in the evening. Any voter a.waiti~ ock ,Ill the morning 
whether within the polling booth or in the line outside the booth at tl: ~1.g ,hIS turn to vote, 
of the polls, shall be permitted to vote. . ~e tIme of the closing 

(2) In cities of the fourth class and in villages the city council ' 
extend the time during which said polls shall remain open to an h().u~r VIllage, board may 
o'clock in the mo~ning, nor ~ater than eight o'clock in the evening. ~ not earher t~an, six 
fixed for the openmg or closmg of the polls shall not become effective uch chan?,e m trme 
shall have been given at least thirty days before the election by }JQ. b~les~ not,Ice thereof 
paper, if there be one in the town, city or village, once a week for th ~ lIcatIOn I~ a news
and if there be none, by posting such notice in three public places th:t: ee ,successIve weeks, 

(3) In towns, the polls shall be opened at nine o'clock in the l::n ~re.m. 
fiv~-thirtl o'clock in the ev:ning, except that the town.board may ex~~nmg an~ closed, at 
which saId polls shall remam open to an hour not earher than six o'etnd ~he tlille dunng 
nor later than eight o'clock in the evening. Notice of such change shall bQck.Ill the morning, 
in subsection (2). [1931 c.253; 1933 c.433 8.1,3; 1935 c.120 " 193;>-e gIven as provided 
269, 464] c. 65 j 1939 c.227, 

Note: This section applies to spring elections in towns, 25 Att;;> 
. "Qen. 214. 

6.36 Ballot clerks. (1) The ballot clerks shall only serve 0 . 

shall be their duty to take charge of the official ballots, write ther electIOn day. It 
upon the back of each ballot, fold it in proper manner to be dep l:' ~ames or initials 
to each voter as he enters the booth one ballot duly folded an~SI!ed, and deliver 
may, if requested by any voter, instruct him as to the proper man Indorsed. They 
ballot, but shall give no advice nor suggestions, nor express any pI'11.er of marking his 
any requests as to the person or ticket the voter shall vote for. eference, nor make 

(2) Any election official who shall fail to properly write his name ... 
ballot or who shall deliver to any voter a ballot not properly indorsed or Im~Ials upon a 
section (1) of this section shall be disqualified from acting as such o~ :r:eqmred by sub
punished by a fine of five dollars. [1937 c. 50; 1941 c. 11] eral and shall be 

6.37 Method of voting. On receivinO' his ballot the elector sh 
without leaving the polling place, retire alo~e to one of the booths or co all forthwith, and 
pare the same. An elector may use or copy an unofficial sample ba.ll :tnpar~ments to pre
been marked in advance of bi.s entering tbe polling place, but he shant WhICh may have 
into such place any such ballot printed upon paper of the color or qu I' not use or bring 
used for printing official ballots. After preparing his ballot, the e1ec~ Ity required to be 
that its face will be concealed and so that the printed indorsement Or sh~II fold it so 
initials of the ballot clerks thereon may be seen. He shall then vote f~ a.t

nd . SIgnatures or 
leaving the polling place. 1:' hWIth and before 

6.38 Exc~usive individual use of election compartment. No more 
shall be permItted to occupy any shelf or compartment at one time e tban one person 
ance may be required for marking a ballot, and not longer than fi~e )(c~pt when assist
o.ther shelves or co~partm,ents are occupied. It shall be the duty of t b::lmutes. v:rhen the 
tron officer for the trme bemg to enforce the observance of this provisi he presldmg elec. 
any person from taking any notice how another person marks his ball Of' and to prevent 
to assist as provided in s.ection 6,40. Any voter. who shall, by acciden~ , unl~ss require? 
or erroneously prepare hIS ballot may, on returnmg the same, receive an Or llnstake, spOIl 
exceed three in .all. other; but not to 

6.39 Aid in marking ballot. (1) Any voter who declares to the .. 
officer that ~e is such, t~at he cannot read ?r write, or that by physic~re~Idl1;~ election 
than total blmdness, he IS unable to mark Ins ballot, shall be i.nfonned th dIsabIlIty, other 
assistance, and when such assistance shall be requested, two of the in at he may have 
ballot clerks shall be selected by such voter to assist him in marking hi~Pbctors, clerks. or 
spectors, clerk~ or ballot c~erks shall not ?e of the same political party aIIot, WhICh In· 

selected to aSSIst shall certIfy on the outSIde of the ballot that it was ~ and such officer 
assistance, and shall thereafter give no information regarding the same irked with their 
is totally blind or his vision is so impaired he cannot read the ballot he' III II case the voter 

ay be assisted by 
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any person chosen by him from among the legal voters of the county in which the voting 
precinct is located. Such person so selected by any such voter shall retire to the booth 
or compartment with the elector, and shall read to him the names of all the candidates on 
the ballot for each office, and ask him, "Which one do you vote for 1" and the ballot shall 
be marked according to his expressed preference, and such person so selected to assist shall 
thereafter give no information regarding the 'lame. 

(2) The presiding officer at the election may, in his discretion, require such declaration 
of disability to be made by the voter under oath, and may administer such oath. Intoxi
cation shall not be.regarded as a physical disability, and no intoxicated person shall for 
that reason be entitled to assistance in marking his ballot. After a ballot has been 
marked for a voter he shall not show it to any person, except that it may be submitted to 
another election officer, or if a blind man, to such person as he may select to ascertain if 
it has been marked as he desired. The clerk shall enter upon the poll list after the name 
of any elector who had assistance in marking his ballot a memorandum stating that the 
ballot was marked by two inspectors, clerks or ballot clerks, or by a person selected by a 
blind man. The provisions of this section shall apply to the marking of ballots upon 
which any question is submitted to a vote of the people. [1931 c.88] 

6.40 Receipt of ballot at door. If it shall be announced to the inspectors of any 
precinct that a voter is at the door who is unable to enter the polling place without as
sistance, they may, in their discretion, appoint one of their number to take an official 
ballot and go to the entrance of such place and present it to such physically disabled 
person, and assist him in marking it, if such person desires him to do so. When the bal
lot shall have been marked it shall be folded and immediately taken into the polling place, 
whereupon the inspector shall distinctly announce that he holds in his hand" a ballot 
offered by ........ (naming the pers@n), a person who is physically disabled from enter-
ing the room without assistance." He shall then ask, "Does anyone object to the recention 
of this ballot~" If no objections are offered the ballot shall be deposited in the box, and 
a minute shall be made on the poll book by the clerks of election thus: "Ballot received 
at the door." In case objection is made to the reception of the ballot by any qualified 
elector present the inspectors shall decide upon the objection, and if they deem it well 
founded shall destroy the ballot; otherwise it shall be deposited; if the ballot is destroyed 
the inspectors shall immediately notify the voter of the fact. 

6.41 Signature of ballot clerks on ballots. Any person who shall knowingly 
deposit a ballot in the ballot box upon which ballot the names or initials of the ballot 
clerks, or those of the issuing town, city, villag>e or county clerk, do not appear shall be 
punished as provided in section 353.27, and in the canvass of the votes any ballot which 
is not indorsed by the signatures or autograph initials of such clerks shall be void, not 
counted, and be treated and preserved as a defective ballot. [1941 c. 11J 

6.42 Ascertainment of intent of voter. All ballots cast at any election shall be 
counted for the persons for whom they were intended, so far as such intent can be ascer
tained therefrom. In dete=ining the intent the following rules shall be observed: 

(1) If the elector shall place on his ballot at a general election a cross mark or other 
equivalent mark or symbol under a party designation, at the head of the column, in or 
near the space indicated for that purpose, he shall be deemed to have voted for all the 
candidates whose names appear in the column under such mark, unless some name or 
names shall be erased, or some name shall be written in, or unless in some other column 
he shall have placed a mark in the square at the right of the name of some other candi
date for the same office. 

(2) At all elections, whether general or other, when the voter shall place a mark 
against two or more names for the same office, when only one candidate is to be chosen 
for the office, he shall be deemed to have voted for none of them, and the ballot shall not 
be counted for either candidate therefor. 

(3) If an elector shall mark his ballot with a cross mark (X), or any other marks, uS 

I , A, V, 0, /, V, +, 
within the square after, at the right of the name of any candidate, or at any place within 
the space in which the name appears indicating an intent to vote for such person, it sh&11 
be deemed a sufficient vote for the candidate whose name it is opposite. 

(4) When the elector shall have written the name of a person in the proper place for 
writing the same he shall be deemed to have voted for that person, although he shall have 
omitted to erase the name printed in the same column for the same office, or shall 113ve 
made a mark against the same or against any other name for the same office, or omitted to 
mark against the name written. 

(5) A ballot put in without any marks shall not be counted and a ballot not marked 
at the top ,shall be counted only for the persons for whom the marks therein are applicable. 
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(6) In counting presidential ballots, votes shall be count-e~ 

the electors of the candidates after whose names the voter ha::;,; ~ GS having been ca t f 
his choice thereof. Gde the mark indi:ati:; 

Note: Where the official and sample bal- name of one cane'll 
lots in a town election were exhausted and posite the other ""~ ~ "t: 
ballots from the previous year were altered erly counted for "l: ~ Q ~dan~ with a Cipher op
to correspond with the official ballot with the date. In re Burk e - ~ <e, I ate s name was pro _ 
acquiescence of the candidates such ballots Where ballot· ~ _ ~ <: first mentioned candL 
were valid. In re Burke, 229 W 545, 282 NW for two candidat~s :t """ <e, 9 W 545, 282 NW 598 
598. 27 Atty. Gen. 302 _ • .l:-:.. <e, s elector right to vote 

A ballot marked with a cross opposite the may vote for one only. 

6.43 Court order to corre~t ~rrors in ballots ~d notice~. ~ 
by affidavit t~at an err?r or omI.sSI?n has occurred III the .pUb~ICq,ti 'Q. h.enever it shall a ear 
tion of candIdates, or III the prmtmg of the ballots, the CIrCUlt (304 ~ of the names dePP . 
or the presiding judge thereof, may, upon application by any el~~t;~t; of the prope'r c::~~t 
require the county or city clerk to correct such error, or to sh()V\r 'Q.~> by order summ -[' 
be corrected, and by order cause such correction to be forthwith n:H~.cl: G&:Use why it should

an ~ 
6.44 Checking registry list; swearing in voters. (1) In p~ e, &fter such hearing. no 

tion is required, on any election or primary day, the inspectQ~lSl; ~(3incts where reg' t 
more election officials, at the opening of the polls, who shall Gl:t :sball designate o~s l'a
elector voting in such district whose name is on the registry and ~ ~(3k. the name of e~ or 
ing number . .Any person whose name is not on the registry, but; ~ter thereafter his y

e7 
therein shall, nevertheless, be entitled to vote at such election IIp .QQ is an eligible y ~ -
following provisions, and not otherwise, namely: oQ compliance with °t;:r 

(a) He shall at the time he requests his ballot, deliver to th e _ e 
that he has filed an affidavit as provided in subsection (2) of this SeGt· l.~spectors a certifi t 

(b) The inspectors shall keep a list of the names and resideuGel.O:Q. ca e 
:vhose names ~re not on said ~ompleted registry attach suc~ list to tt Q:t: the electors yotin 
It, together WIth all such certIficates, to the proper town, CIty o:t- ""ill e :t'egistry and ret g 
tion commission in cities of the first class. &g"e clerk' or the efrn 

(2) Every qualified elector who has failed to register as prOViq " ec-
time after the close of registration deliver to the clerk of the mlllli ~Cl by law may at 
ized ~eput~, his affidavit in which h~ shall state that he is. a reside~l Pa1ity, or his auth~i 
cinct m whIch he offers to vote, nammg the same, that he IS entitle t of the election 
he has resided in said e~ectio~ precinct ten ~ays n~~t preceding- S&i~ to vote therein, rt:;; 
street and number of hIS resIdence, that he IS a CItIzen of the tJ ll' t election givin th 
twenty-one years of age, and that he has resided in the state Oll~ eq State; that ~ .e 
said election. In cities of the first class said affidavit shall be, q_ Y~ar nex:t prec d~ IS 
authorized representative of the election commission. Said affida e.hvered to the ed I~g hated by the affidavit of two freeholders, electors in such precinct "l t shall be subst u y 
material statements therein. Such affidavits of freeholders and e1 GOl'roborating all :g:
in the presence of the city clerk or election commission or duly au.th.Gt?:t-s shall be sign ~ 
thereof. No compensation shall be paid or received for taking- 0t' Ol"lZed represent f e 
affidavit. No one freeholder shall be competent to make at any Olle e1 Gel"tifying any a IV;: 
affidavits for more' than five voters. All such affidavits shall be swo:tn tGtion corrobora~~c 
authorized by the laws of this state to administer oaths. 0 bef~re some, offiIllg 

(3) Upon the filing of the affidavits required by this section, the eel' 
issue a certificate addressed to the inspectors of the proper precinct el~ction official shall 
elector be permitted to cast his ballot. Such certificate shall be nu.l1Ib dlJ:"ecting that Sl h 
in duplicate and one copy preserved in the office of the clerk of the eJ:"ed serially m l~ 
election commission in cities of the first class. lU llnicipality 'or ~h e 

(4) Upon his own initiative the clerk of the municipality, or the ,e 
tion commission in cities of the first class, may, or, upon petition of ~ect'etary of the el 
shall refer any affidavits filed under this section to the chief of poli "e qllalifled elect ec-

ffi f . fi t' Ce ors, peace 0 cer, or verI ca IOn. , OJ:" correspondin 
(4a) N () such affidavit shall be made on the day on which the Poll g 

for changes of address by registered voters. S a.l:'e open ex:ce t 
~5) .Any perso;r who shall violate a~y of~he provisions of this Se . ,p 

falSIfy any affidaVIt flIed pursuant to thIS sectIOn, shall, upon convicti Ch Oll, or Who h 1I 
ished by a fine of not less than twenty-five nor more than two hll.lJ.dll thereof be s a 
imprisonment in the county jail for not more than six: months, Or red doIla;s o~~n
and imprisonment. Each violation of this section shall constitute a Se bS both sdch fi y 
offense. [1933 c. 355 j 1933 c. 433 s. 1, 3) 4,0 1935 c. 421 j 1939 c . .2~9] j:l'al'ate and distin~~ 

6.45 Poll lists ; keeping and disposition. (1) The clerks of elect" 
poll lists OIl which shall be entered the full name and post-office addr lOll shall keep tw 
voting at such election in the order in which their ballots are cast; alJ.ds~ of each perso~ 

n l'equest of the 
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inspectors each elector shall state his full name and post-office address before the ballot 
shall be received. 

(2) When any person shall have taken the oath provided in section 6.44 before voting, 
the clerk shall write at the end of such person's name on the poll list the word "Sworn." 

(3) On the day following the election, one of said poll lists and one copy of the reg
istry so kept and checked shall be attached together and filed in the office of the proper 
town, city or village clerk, and one of said poll lists and copy of the registry shall, with 
all convenient dispatch and within two days after the election, be returned to the county 
clerk with the returns of the election. 

6.46 Ballot boxes; construction. There shall be provided and kept by the clerk of 
each town, city or village, at the expense there0i, suitable ballot boxes for each poll therein, 
with a suitable lock and key to each, and there shall be one opening through the lid of 
each such box of no larger size than shall be sufficient to admit a single closed ballot. 

6.47 Opening and closing of ballot boxes. The inspectors of election, or one of 
them, immediately before proclamation is made of the opening of the polls, shall open the 
ballot boxes in the presence of the people there assembled, and turn them upside down, so 
as to empty them of everything that may be in them, and lock them; and they shall not 
be reopened until the close of the polls for the purpose of cbunting the ballots therein. 

6.48 Method of voting. Each elector, having prepared his ballot as hereinbefore 
provided, shall, publicly at the poll where he offers to vote, deliver in person to one of the 
inspectors a single official ballot, and the inspector receiving the same shall, without open
ing it or permitting it to be opened or examined, deposit it in the box. 

6.49 Preparation of poll lists. At every poll where a registry of electors is re
quired, every elector at the time of offering his ballot shall truly state the street and num
ber of the house or tenement, if numbered, or other l,9cation, in which he resides, and the 
clerks of election shall truly enter in the appropriate column of the poll lists, opposite his 
name, the street and number or other location of such house or tenement, or the name of 
the hotel or boarding house, and if such house or tenement be not numbered the clerks shall 
enter "Not Numbered." If any elector offering to vote at any such poll shall refuse to 
make such statement, his ballot shall not be received. The clerks shall also enter upon the 
poll lists, opposite the name of every elector so voting whose name was not duly registered, 
the words, "Not Registered." 

6.50 Challenges. Each inspector shall, and any elector of the county may, chal
lenge every person offering to vote whom he shall know or suspect not to be duly qualified 
as an elector. If such a person is challenged as unqualified, one of the inspectors shall 
tender to him the following oath or affirmation: You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that 
you will fully and truly answer all such questions as shall be put to you touching your 
place of residence and qualifications as an elector of this election; and shall thereupon put 
questions as follows: 

(1) If a person be challenged as unqualified on the ground that he is not a citizen: 
Are you a citizen of the United States? 

(2) If the person be challenged as unqualified on the ground that he has not resided 
in this state for one year innnediately preceding the election: 

(a) How long have you resided in this state immediately preceding this election ~ 
(b) Have you been absent from this state within the year immediately preceding this 

election ~ If yes, then-
(c) When you left, did you leave for a temporary purpose, with the design of return-

ing, or for the pUTpose of remaining away? 
(d) What state or territory did you regard as your home while absent' 
(e) Did you, while absent, vote in any other state or territory 7 
(3) If the person be challenged as unqualified on the ground that he is not a resident 

of the election district where he· offers his vote: 
(a) When did yon last come into this election district 7 
(b) Did you come for a temporary purpose merely, or for the purpose of making it 

your homef 
(c) Did you come into this election district for the purpose of voting therein? 
(d) Have you now and have you had for the last ten days a voting residence in this 

election district 7 If so, what is the particular description, name and location of your 
residence 7 

(e) Have you registered to. vote at this election at any other place within this state 7 
(f) If single, do you board for part of the week, month or year with your parents? 
(g) If you have no parents, or are self-supporting, have you registered to vote in 

this election district 7 
(h) Will you file your next income tax return with the assessor of incomes for this 

county as a resident of this election district? 
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(4) If the person be challenged as unqualified on the groUn 
one years of age: Are you twenty-one years of age to the best~ that he is not twenty
belief ~ . of your knowledge and 

(5) If the person be challenged as unqualified on the grOU~ 
become directly or indirectly interested in any bet or wager depe~ Q. that he has made or 
such election: . ~:hng upon the result of 

(~) Have you madeJn any manner any bet or wager dependin ~ 
electlOn, or on the electIOn of any person for whom votes may be ~ upon the result of this 

(b) Are you in any manner, directly or indirectly, interested ~ast at this election? 
pending in any way whatever upon the result of this election 'I ~ any bet or wager de-

(6) If the person be challenged as unqualified on the groun<:l. 
victed of treason, felony or bribery and not subsequently restorect that he has been con-

(a) Have you ever been tried or convicted in this state of any t~ civil rights: 
(b) Of what crime, when and in what court were you so con"i "el."Ime? If yes, then
(c) Have you in any manner since such conviction been resto ~ t:ed ? 

if yes, how'! -ed to civil rights, and 
(7) If the person be challenged as unqualified on the groUUq 

gaged, directly or indirectly, in a due!, either as pr?ncipal or. aC~es~ that he has been en-
(a) Have you eyer been e~gaged ~any ~uel, dIT.ect!y or illdl~'eC3 Qry: . . 

or as a second, or ill counselmg or mdmg eIther prmClpal or seco~ly,. eIther as pnncipal. 
yes, then- d ill a duel'! And if 

(b) When and where, and had you before that time been an i1:l.-b . 
(9) The inspectors, or one of them, shall put such other questic:. . abltant of this state? 

lenged as may be necessary to test his qualifications as an elector at l-ls to the person chal
c.175] . such election. [1935 

6.51 Rules for determining residence of elector. In detern]:i . 
residence as a qualification to vote, the following rules, so far as l:1.1ng the question of 
ern, and if .a person offering to vo~e be .challenged as unqualified C) 4pp licable, shall gov
dcnce, the illspectors shall admomsh h11n of such rules, and put l:1. th~ ground of resi
questions as shall be proper to elicit the facts in respect thereto to hIm such further 

(1). As prescribed in the cons~itution, no pers~n shall be deemed. namely: . . 
dence ill thIS state by reason of hIS absence on busmess of the United to have lost hIS reSl
and no soldier, seaman or marine in the army or navy of the United IS; States or this state; 
a resident of this state in consequence of being stationed within the states shaH be deemed 

(2) That place shall be considered and held to be the residence alUe. 
his habitation is fixed, without any present intention of removing the;:i' a person in which 
whenever he is absent, he has the intention of returning. efrom, and to which, 

(3) A person shall not be considered or held to have lost his resid. 
hie home and go into another state or county, town or ward of this eUce who shaH leave 
pm poses merely, with an intention of returning. state for temporary 

(4) A person shall not be considered to have gained a residence ill 
village of this state into which he shall have come for temporary purp any town, ward or 

. (5) If a person remo:'e to another state with an i~tent~on to lll&kse~ m:rely. 
resIdence, he shall be conSIdered and held to have lost hlS resldence in tb~ It hIS pennanent 

(6) If a person remove to another state with the intention of rell). ,IS. state. 
indefinite time and as a place of present residence, he shall he considel:" &lnlllg there for an 
lost his residence i?- this state, notwithstanding he may entertain all ~d and. held to have 
at some future penod. IntentIOn to return 

(7) The place where a married man's family resides shall generall 
held to be his residence; but if it is a place of temporary establismneJ;; be considered and 
for transient objects, it shall be otherwise. for his family, or 

(8) If a man-ied man has his family fixed in one place and does ].., 
other, the fonner shall be considered and held to be his residence. -l.lJ.s business in an-

(9) The mere intention to acquire a new residence, without relllO""a] 
ing; neither shall removal without intention. ' shan avail noth-

(10) If a person shall go into another state and while there eXel:" . 
citizen by voting, he shall be considered and held to have lost his reside Clse the right of a 

(11) No person shall be deemed to have gained a voting residence~.ce in this state. 
or village in this state by remaining therein as an inmate of any cOl1 III any town, city 
charitable institution; provided that his right as a qualified ejector to llty home or other 
city or village of his fixed place of residence, prior to his becoming \7o~e in the town, 
institution, shall not be abridged. Nor shall any other eligible elector all Inmate of such 
unemployment relief, be denied his right to vote in any town, ward ~ re~eiving poor or 
he has gained a voting residence, notwithstanding his legal settlement f r VIllage in which 
be elsewhere. Or Poor relief may 
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(12) If an unmarried person sleeps in one ward and boards in another, the place 
where he sleeps shall be considered his residence. Any registered voter who shall remove 
from one precinct to another in the same ward or town between the last registration day 
and election day shall, upon presentation of affidavits from the inspectors of the precinct 
from which he removes, showing registration in such precinct, be considered a resident of 
the precinct to which he has moved and shall be entitled to vote therein. 

(13) If an unmarried person be employed on a railroad, boat or stage line or is a 
student or teacher and boards at different places for part of the week, month or year, if 
one of those places be with his parents, that place shall be considered his residence unless 
he has, by registering to vote elsewhere or by the performance of some other kindred act, 
elected some other place as his residence. If he has no parents and has not registered 
at any other place, he shall be asked: Do you consider this your place of residence, and 
have you so considered it for the past ten days in preference to any other place1 If he 
answers in the affirmative he shall be entitled to all the privileges and be subject to all 
of the duties of other citizens in such place in the matter of voting, jury service, poll 
taxes and assessments for taxes. 

(14) Each guest of any national or state home for soldiers in this state, or of any old 
peoples' home supported as a benevolence, shall be deemed to reside in the town, city or 
village, in which said home shall be located, and in the election district in which he shall 
sleep, unless such guest shall elect to treat his fixed place of residence, prior to his becom
ing a gllest of such home, as his place of voting residence. [1935 c. 175] 

Note: The statutes governing the deter
mination of residence as a Qualification to 
vote are declaratory of the common law. In 
re Burke, 229 Vir 545, 282 NW 598. 

Constitution gives right to vote upon res
idence of one year in state and ten days in 
election district. Legislature cannot change 
or add to these provisions. Therefore, 6.51 
(11), Stats. 1931 is of very doubtful consti
tutionality. Election officials must receive 
vote, although voter is challenged, if he an
swers statutory Questions and takes elec
tor's oath, even though his answers appear 
to disqualify him. For refusal to receive 
vote election officials are criminally liable 
(348.232) and are disqualified for five years 
from serving as election officials (348.241), 
and they are personally liable in damages 
to elector for refusal to receive legal vote. 
21 Atty. Gen. 880. 

As general rule persons enrolled in CCC 
camps do not gain voting residence wh~.re 
they are stationed. 25 Atty. Gen. 543. 

Members of "transient" camp do not ac
Quire residence for voting purposes in vot
ing district where camp is located. 25 Atty. 
Gen. 590. 

Sec. 1, art. I, Const., and 6.51 (4) preclude 
patient at state institution for insane from 
acquiring residence for voting purposes in 
town where institution is located, regardless 
of whether patient has been committed to in
stitution or is voluntary patient. 27 Atty. 
Gen. 294. 

Child born at Washington, D. C., to fed
eral employe who was resident of this state 
and who has throughout intervening years 
maintained his residence in this state, takes 
domicile and residence of said parent. and 
said child, although still living in Washing
ton, D. C., with said parent, upon whom she 
is dependent, upon reaching her majority 
and until she intentionally acquires resi
dence elsewhere, is resident of this state for 
voting purposes. 28 Atty. Gen. 208. 

6.52 Marking ballot of challenged voter. Whenever the right of any person offer
ing to vote is challenged for any cause recognized by law, if the inspectors shall determine 
to receive his vote, after the provisions of law are complied with, they shall, before deposit
ing his ballot in the box, write or cause to be written upon the back of such ballot the 
number of such challenged person upon the tally sheet or voting list kept at such election. 

S.53 Oath to challenged voter. If the pe):son challenged shall refuse to answer 
fully any questions so as aforesaid put to him, the inspectors shall reject his vote. If the 
challenge be not withdrawn after the person offering to vote shall have answered such 
questions, one of the inspectors shall then tender to him the following oath or affirmation: 
You do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that you are twenty-one years of 
age; that you are a eitizen of the United States; that yon have resided in this state ona 
year next preceding this election; that you are now a rllsident of this election district awl 
have been for the ,last ten days; that you have not voted at this election, and that you have 
not made any bet or wager or become directly or indirectly interested in any bet or wager 
depending upon the result of this election, and that you are not on any other ground dis
qualified to vote at this election. If the person challenged shall refuse to take such oath or 
affirmation his vote shall be rejected; but if he shall then take such oath his vote shall be 
received; provided, that the requirements of law respecting registration, when applicabJe, 
have been complied with by such person. 

6.54 Qualifications of voters. The inspectors shall reject the vote of any person 
under guardianship, non compos mentis or insane. 

6.55 [Repealed by 1923 c. 79 s. 1] 
6.56 Preservation of order. The inspectors shall possess full authority to maintain 

order and to enforce obedience to their lawful commands during an election and during 
the canvass of votes. If any person shall refuse to obey their lawful commands or by 
disorderly conduct in their presence or hearing interrupt or disturb their proceediugs, 
they may order any constable or other person to take him into custody during the election. 



125 
ELECTIONS 6.60 

6.57 Canvass of votes at elections. As soon as the poll o~ 
finally closed the inspectors shall proceed immediately to canvass p ~ the election shall be 
o~ all pers~ns desiring to. attend the san;e, the votes received at s --;=- blicly, in the presence 
wIthout adJournment untIl the canvass IS completed and the stat~~ch poll, and continue 
quired are ma~e. They sh!lll con;mence by a comparison of the pc::... -l ~lle,nts hereinafter re
tion of any mIstakes therern, untIl they shall be found or made to j lIsts and the correc
then be opened and the ballots therein taken out and counted by th~ ~gree. The box shall 
except so far as to ascertain whether each ballot is single; and if L, ::tnspectors, unopened 
found so !olded together as to prese,nt the appearance .of a single b~ i~o or more ballots b~ 
aside untIl the count of the ballots IS comple~ed; and I~, upon a COl:~ -lot, phey shall be laid 
and the appearance of such ballots, a maJonty of the ll1spectors sh ~ )Janson of the count 
the ballots thus folded together were voted by one elector they shall ~l be of opinion that 
ballots in the box shall be found to exceed in number, after any s ~~ e destroyed. If the 
gether are destroyed, the whole nurr:ber of votes shown ?y the pc.i ~h. ballots folded to
replaced in the box, and one of the ll1spectors shall publIcly dra w ~ i lIsts, they shall be 
and without examination thereof, and destroy so many ballots unop~ "l.erefrom by chance 
to such excess. The nUlllber of ballots agreeing, or so as aforesaid ;;: 'i2? as shall be equal 
with the poll lists, the inspectors shall then proceed to open and co~ ~lTIg made to agree 
number of votes. 4 t and ascertain th~ 

6.58 Announcement of results of canvass; statement. The 
pleted, the inspectors shall then publicly announce the result thereof" ~~nvass being COlli
specify~ng the whole number ~f votes east for ~~ch office and each p~~::-rom the tally sheet 
respectIvely, and for and agall1st each propOSItIOn voted for, and il:~ Son to fill the same 
the inspectors' statement in duplicate, which shall be combined wit4 "l.l:uediately complete 
ting forth therein, in words at length as well as figures, the whole nL~ t:he tally sheet set
for each office at such election, the names of all I?ersons for whom ~ bel' of votes given 
shown upon the ballots, the number of votes so gIven for each per!3;'C} Otes were given as 
of votes given for and against each proposition. v?ted f~r, if any, Q. t; 4, and the number 
the number of the last voter as shown by the poll lIst, WhICh stateme.t:t t: s11ch election and 
to be correct, and subscribe with their names. The clerks of electiol:t s they shall c~rtify 
the firs!; class, shall also certify to the correctness of the tally sheets. "'i2~cept in cities of 

6.59 Returns of election. The chairman of the inspectors or on~ 
by him shall immediately after each general election, deliver to the G1; them appointed 
?ity ?r village one of said ~ally sheet sta~ement~ and poll lists? t? be 111lerk of the town, 
In hIS office, and shall, WIth all convement dIspatch and wIthIlI b,,,, ed and preserved 
election, deliver to, or send by registered letter from the nearest PG G days after such 
tally sheet statement and o,ne poll list to the c~unty clerk, they having b:s t office, the other 
tors carefully sealed up, WIth the oaths of the Inspectors and clerks afil~ eell by the inspec
properly directed to such clerk. The person delivering or sending slle~d, in an envelope 
ceive as compensation therefor, fifty cents, together with postage alld l:'eturns shall re
paid by him, to be paid out of the town, city or village treasury. -registration fees 

6.595 Election returns, reporting. The chairman of the inspecto:t, 
appointed by such chairman, shall immediately after the votes are tab s, or one of them 
at each general or primary election report the returns of such elect .Ql.ctted or counted 
clerk or county election commissioner, who shall immediately upon til.Ql:I to the county 
make the same public, provided that no such report shall be made b:yle l'eceipt thereof 
phone in counties having a population of 500,000 or more. Such COlll:I{leans of a tele
tion commissioner shall keep his or its office open for such purpose a :y clerk or elec
returns received in the same order that the names of the candidates 01: lld shall post all 
appear on the ballot. [1933 c. 56 j 1935 c . .296)' 1941 c. 10J SPecial questions 

Note: Expense incurred by inspectors for 
making preliminary return to county clerk 
of election under this section falls on town, 
city or village on behalf of which inspector 
acts. 22 Atty. Gen. 1035. 

Returns of delegate anC{ 
must be reported in sal1::t juq· . 
turns in general or prima'" I1::t lClal elections 
this section. 25 Atty. Gell.ry "'l~nt~er as re-

. 23 0. c IOns under 

6.60 Ballots, return, custody; financial statements; destruction. (l 
ballots cast at any elections are found to be so defective that the. inspecto ? If any of the 
mine with reasonable certainty for whom they were cast, and If any W 18 cannot deter
person who shall have been challenged, and if any shall be decided by a eJ:>e .cast by any 
~nspect?rs to be ?r not to he defective, ~he inspectors shall make a state:aJo:-ity a! the 
In duplIcate, certIfied to be correct and SIgned by them, of the number of suellt III wnting, 
attach such statement to the statements of the canvasls. . ch ballots and 

(2 ) No ballot shall be regarded as defective by reason of the miSSPell' ' 
date's name, or by abbreviation, addition, omission ?r use of the WrOlIg l~~ ?f a candi
name, but every ballot shall be counted for the candIdate for whom it w 11Ilhai of such 
tended, if the intention of the voter can be clearly ascertained from the b~l eVidently in-

lot itself. 
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(3) Before separating, the inspectors shall fold in two folds and string closely upon 
a single piece of flexible wire, all ballots which shall have been counted by them, except 
those marked "Objected To," unite the ends of such wire in a firm knot, seal the knot in 
such manner that it cannot be untied without breaking the seal, inclose the ballots so strung 
in a secure canvas covering and securely tie and seal such canvas covering with official 
wax impression seals, to be provided, by the inspectors in such manner that it cannot be 
opened without breaking the seals, and return said ballots, together with the ballots 
marked "Defective or Objected to" in such sealed canvas covering to the county clerk, and 
such officer shall carefully preserve said ballots for sixty days, and at the expiration of 
that time shall destroy them by burning without previously opening the package. Such 
ballots shall be destroyed in the presence of the official custodian thereof and two el.ectors 
of approved integrity and good reputation and members respectively of the two leading 
political parties. The said electors shall be designated by the county judge of the county 
in which such ballots are kept. 

(4) If any contest of the election of any officer voted for at such election shall be 
pending at the expiration of said time, the said ballots shall not be destroyed until such 
contest is flnally determined. In all cases of contested elections the parties contesting the 
same shall have the right to have said ballots opened, and to have all errors of the in
spectors in counting or refusing to COUllt any ballot, corrected by the court or body trying 
such contest, but such ballots shall be opened only in open court or in open session of such 
body and in the presence of the officer having the custody thereof. 

(5) The inspectors for city, town and village elections, after counting the ballots, shall 
return them to the banot boxes, lock the boxes, paste paper over the slots, sign their names 
to such paper and deliver the ballot boxes so locked, pasted and subscribed, with the keys 
thereof, to the city, town or village clerk, who shall keep such ballots for sixty days, or 
until they are destroyed as provided by law. When canvas bags are provided by proper 
authority ballots may be preserved therein, properly sealed, instead of in ballot boxes. 

(6) Financial statements filed with the clerk of the city, village or to,Vl1 pursuant to 
chapter 12 may be destroyed six years after the election unless written notice has been 
filed with such clerk of the fact that an action is pending in court involving said state
ments. [1935 c.33, 181j 19390.269] 

Note: This section is directory, and al- board, provided the ballots have not been 
though the ballots may not have been re- tampered with and there is no reason to sus· 
turned in strict conformity to the statute pect fraud. State ex reI. Graves v.Wiegand, 
they may be recounted by the canvassing 212 W 286, 249 NW 537. 

6.61 Board of county canvassers. On the Tuesday next succeeding the electio], 
or at any time sooner if all the returns are sooner received, the county clerk shaH 
take to his assistance from among the following-named officers of the county, to wit, 
the county judge, register of deeds, justices of the peace, or other reputable citizells 
and electors to be chosen from lists to be submitted for that purpose by the regular 
county or city committees of the 3 political parties which cast the largest vote in suell 
district at the last preceding general election. Such list shall be submitted by the chail'
man from each ward to the city or county committee and shall bear the signature of tlle 
chairman and secretary of the city or county committee, 2 associate canvassers, one of 
whom shall not be of the same political party as such clerk, and who shall constitute 
with such clerk a board of county canvassers; and in case all the above-named officers 
should belong to the same political party, then said clerk shall select from the opposite 
political party some reputable citizen and elector to act as the third member of s~icl 
board. In case of vacancy in the office of county clerk, or when from absence, sickness or 
other inability such clerk cannot perform the duties enjoined upon him, the clerk of the 
circuit court, or if theTe be no such clerk, or he be unable to perform such duties, then 
any of the above-named officers or persons shall perform the duties required of the 
county clerk by this and the following sections, and be subject to the same punishment 
for violation thereof. No person shall he selected 01' shall serve as a member of the board 
of county canvassers who shall have been a candidate in the election for an office for 
which returns are to be canvassed by said board. [1931 c. 19; 1941 c. 91J 

Note: County clerk is ineligible to act as 
member of board of county canvassers when 
said county clerk is candidate in election 
for office for which returns are to be can
vassed by said board. County clerk selects 
board of county canvassers even though he 
is ineligible to act as mAmber of said board. 
21 Atty. Gen. 809. 

Salaried county officers appointed by 
county clerk to act on board of canvassers 
are entitled to compensation allowed by 6.325 
Clerk is not entitled to extra compensation 
for his work on said board. ·24 Atty. Gell. 
493. 

6.62 Missing and informal returns. 1£ on the day appointed for the county canvass 
there shall fail to be an attendance of three canvassers, the clerk shall procure a full at
tendance of such canvassers,and may therefor adjourn the canvass one day, when the 
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canvass shall proceed. On the assembling of the board they sh~ll . 
returns, and if from any town, ward, election district or poll of tl~ e Qpen and examme the 
have been received, they shall forthwith dispatch a messenger "t::h c<ounty no returns shall 
having them in charge shall deliver such returns to said messeu@::e e:-efor, .and the person 
tion of any returns received, they shall be found so informal or ii:L r:> and If, on examina
cannot intelligently canvass them, they shall dispatch a messenger" ~C?:t:nplete that the board 
inspectors who made them with a written specification of the info.:r: t;h. sych returns to the 
command them to forthwith complete the same in the manner req ~l.' ahtres or defects, and 
them to said messenger, which such inspectors shall do. Every suc::r:Tecd by law and deliver 
keep all such ret=ns, exhibit them to no person except the inspec1:;o Il::J.essenger. shall safely 
the county clerk with all convenient dispatch. For such purposes, t~s"" and dehver them to 
as may be necessary, not more than four days at one time nor mOl:'e tb boa~d may adjourn 

6.63 .County canvass; statement. The returns having bee.t:l. 0 an. eIght days i~ all. 
fore provIded, the board shall proceed thereupon to make out a selJa btaIned as herembe
in words at length, containing the whole number of votes given ill. ra te statement, written 
state officer voted for; another for United States senator and fOe such county for each 
gress, to which shall be added the votes for legislators when distri<::t r~lJresentative in con
than one county, setting forth the names as returned of all the per",o IS comprised of more 
were given and the number of votes given to' each; another simila:r ~s to whom such votes 
given for electors of president and vice president; another of the v~;tem~nt of the votes 
officers, and another of the votes given for senators and members of es grven for county 
the county constitutes one or more senate or assembly districts, sPecif t~e assembly, when 
votes for each person for senator and member of assembly in each ;)rIng the number of 
tively. They shall append to each such statement as part thereof Sl1Ch. district respec
hibit, in figures, of the votes cast at each election poll in the cou:q; succmct tabular ex
person entering into the canvass embraced in such statement, whet1S' :for each office and 
and if any votes were rejected shall specify the reasons therefor. 1ft canvassed or not, 
be certified as correct and attested by the signatures of the said call

V
; ach statement shall 

recorded in the office of the county clerk. aSsers, and ilied and 
6.64 County canvass; certification; publication. (1) They sh 

the persons who have been, by the greatest number of votes, elected t all then determine 
offices and members of the senate and assembly, when the county cOn 0 ~he several county 
senate or assembly districts. Their determination shall be reduceds~l tute~ ~ne or more 
forth the whole number of votes giyen for each office and the nUllIb 0 wntmg, setting 
by each candidate; provided, however, that the names of persons not 1" er of votes received 
receiving a comparatively small number of votes, may be omitted, au egula~'ly nominated, 
nated as scattering votes. Each determination shall be certified by t~ theIr votes desig
be annexed to the statement of votes given for such offices respectiv I enr as correct and 
tors, sha11 give post-office address and party designation and be filed a~l' and, for legisla
same; provided, however, that in any case, if any two or more calld' d 1"ecorded with the 
county office shall have received the greatest and an equal number of 1 ates for the same 
canvassers shaH determine the choice by lot, which lots shall be dl'a votes, the board of 
receiving the equal number of votes; or in the absence of one or both w~ by the persons 
their refusal to draw by lot, the board of canvassers shall appoint a such persons or 
to draw thB same for them and declare and certify the same accordi~ ~ompetent person 

(2) Such determination shall be published in one or more newsPa g y. 
which the canvassers shall designate. If the canvassers decide to halre pe:-s of the county 
more than one newspaper in said county, they shall designate at least saId publ~cll:tion in 
political faith Df the party which received the highest number of votes o~e profeSSIng the 
election in said county, and at least one professing the political faith ~ the last general 
received the next highest number of votes at the last general electio~ the party which 
designated shall be paid by the county. . The papers so 

Note: "Scattering" votes are legal votes 
and to be counted in determining if candi
date has received majority of all votes cast 
for office. 21 Atty. Gen. 420. 

Canvassers' detenuilla . 
tion under (2) may be s~lOll for publica-
21 Atty. Gen. 897. mlUarized report. 

6.65 'Certificates of election. The county clerk shall immediatel 
tion of the time allowed for the filing of a petition for a recount mak~ afie: the expira
of the determination of such board, a certificate of election for each pou , In pursuance 
greatest number of votes for any county office, or for member of the s erson having the 
when the county constitutes one or more senate or assembly districts, alIdn;t~ or assembly 
personally to such person, such notice shall also state the amount of th ehv:r the same 
any, required to be given by such person. Personal service of such notice ommal bond, if 
for all statutory and legal purposes official notification to such persoll efst~lI be deemed 
such office. In the event of the filing of a petition for a recount, the cel't~ IS election to 
affected shall not be issued until the recount shall have been completed. lficate of election 
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6.66 Recount proceedings. (1) Whenever any candidate, or any elector who voted 
upon any constitutional amendment or upon any proposition, voted for at any election, 
within three days after the last day of the meeting of the board of county canvassers, or, 
in case of an annual, special or referendum election in any city, town or village, within 
ten days after the result of such election is declared, shall file with the county clerk or 
with the city, town or village clerk, as the case may be, a verified petition setting forth 
that he was a candidate for a specified office or that he voted upon any such constitutional 
amendment or proposition at said election, and that he is informed and believes that a 
mistake or fraud has been committed in specified precincts in the counting or return of 
the votes cast, for the office for which he was a candidate, or upon the matter voted upon, 
or specifying any other defect, irregularity or illegality in the conduct of said election, 
said board of county, city, town or village canvassers, as the case may be, shall reconvene 
on the day following the filing of such petition and pToceed to ascertain and determine 
the facts alleged in said petition and make correction accordingly and recount the ballots 
in every precinct so specified in accordance therewith. Such petition shall first be served, 
as a summons is served in a court of record, upon all opposing candidates and if such 
petition pertains to a constitutional amendment or proposition voted upon, the petition 
need be served upon no one other than the said clerk. Such petition and proof of service 
thereof shall be filed with the said clerk, together with a fee of two dollars for each pre
cinct in which a recount of the ballots is demanded in such petition. The petitioner and 
all opposing candidates or persons interested therein shall be entitled to be present in 
person and by counsel and observe the proceedings. County clerks shall immediately 
notify the secretary of state upon commencement of recount proceedings affecting candi
dates in districts comprised of more than one county. 

(la) Whenever a petition for a recount of part of the precincts within an election dis
trict has been filed as provided in subsection (1), the opposing candidate or in case of a 
constitutional amendment or other proposition, any elector, . under like provisions and in 
like manner, may file a petition within five days after the last day of the regular meeting 
of the board of canvassers for a further recount of the votes cast in any or all of the 
balance of the precincts in such election district, and the proper board of canvassers shall 
reconvene on the day following the filing of such petition and proceed to ascertain the 
facts alleged in said petition and make correction accordingly and recount the ballots in 
every precinct so specified in accordance therewith. 

(2) Each member of said board of canvassers, for the purposes mentioned in this sec
tion, shall have power to administer oaths, certify to official acts and issue subpomas, 
The fees of witnesses shall be paid by the county. 

(3) Within five days after the determination of said board, any candidate, or any 
elector who voted upon such constitutional amendment or proposition, as the case may be, 
aggrieved thereby may appeal therefrom to the circuit court of said county, by serving ~ 
notice in writing to that effect upon such other candidates or persons who filed written nQ" 
tices of appearance with said board. Such notice shall be filed with the clerk of the ciJ" 
cuit court, together with an undertaking by the appellant, with surety and in an amount 
to be approved by the clerk of said court or the judge thereof, conditioned for the pay
ment of all costs taxed against said appellant. The circuit judge shall forthwith issue an 
order directing the clerk of said county, or of said city, town or village, to transmit to Ue 
clerk of said court forthwith all ballots, papers and records affecting such appeal and fi$:
ing a time and place for hearing thereon, in open court or at chambers, or before a ref
eree, not later than five days from the making of such order. Such order shall be served 
upon the county clerk, or the city, town or village clerk, as the case may be, and all such 
other candidates or persons who have appeared before said board. A reference may be 
ordered upon any or all questions. At the time and place so fixed the matter shall be sum
marily heard and determined and the costs taxed as in other civil actions. 

(4) Nothing in this section shall be construed to abrogate any right or remedy tliat 
any candidate may now have affecting the trying of title to office. [1933 c.159 8.2'j 1939 
c.452] 

Note. The method prescribed in (1) for 
serving the petition for a recount charac
terizes the service of papers and notice in 
taking the matter from the board into the 
circuit court The effect of any other con
struction would be to make this law less 
efficient than the legislature intended it to 
be. State ex reI. Thieme v. Gregory. 202 W 
326, 232 NW 546. 

Where senatorial district is comprised of 
three counties, candidate for senator may 
file petition for recount not later than three 
days after last board of canvassers has com
pleted its canvass. Failure to file proof Of 
service of petition on OPpOSing candidate is 
not fatal if statute is otherwise complied 
with. 25 Atty. Gen. 634. 

6.67 Returns to secretary of state. (1) The county clerk shall, within seventeen 
days after any general election, transmit to the secretary of state a list of the nameS of 
persons elected in the county as members of the senate and assembly and county officers at 
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such election, and a certified copy of each statement of the CC)n 

of the votes given for electors of president and vice president, :st~ty board of canvassers 
representatives in congress, state senator and member of assembt te officers, senators and 
assembly district embraces more than one county. The names <::!Io.,~' where the senate and 
nominated receiving a comparatively small number of votes ma::y ~ persons not regularly 
turns of the county clerk and their votes returned as scattering Vc::::., e omitted from the re-

(2) The county clerk shall furnish to the secretary of state Cltn 't;es. 
secretary of state for that purpose, the names and party designa tic::::::. ~lanks furnished by the 
nomination at the primary, and the votes received by each by v- ::t1.~ of all candidates for 
names and party designations of all candidates for office at the ~e~tlllg precincts and the 
those candidates for office at the spring election, which appear, u}:::). eral election as well as 
the county or state. 'On ballots furnished by 

6.68 Canvass of votes on referendum propositions. When~ 
amendment shall have been submitted to the people, or any oth~rVer any constitutional 
shall be submitted by the legislature to a vote of the people,'the \;>ot:: ~uestion or proposition 
amendment, question or proposition shall be taken, canvassed', cert:; ~s for and against snch 
certified copies of the statement thereof shall be made and transmitt:: ~fied and recorded, and 
to the secretary of state in the manner the votes for state officer~~d by each county clerk 
vassed, certified and recorded and statements thereQ,f are to be certiQ are to be taken, can-

6.69 State board of canvassers. The secretary of state, h::--~<1 and transmitted. 
general shall constitute the board of state canvassers, two of whoU::t ~asurer and attorney_ 
the transaction of business, and, if one only of said officers atten(l shall be a quorum for 
for a meeting of such board, the clerk of the supreme court, on beh::t on the day appointed 
so attending, shall attend without delay with such officer and with hi~ notified by the officer 
'When a member of said board is a candidate for an office as to w4 _ shall form the board. 
canvassed by him, the chief justice, upon the request of any op~<3h. the votes are to be 
designate some ?ther state officer, or ~ judge of th~ circuit COurt; DSIng candidate, shall 
stead at the seSSIOn of the board at WhICh the votes gwen for SUch ~ who shall act in his 
vassed. ember are to be can-

6.70 Recording and preservation of returns by secretary of' 
ceipt of the certified statements from the county clerks of the v-ot~ atate. (1) Upon re
counties, the secretary of state shall record the results of such electi 1S given in the several 
and carefully preserve such statements. Dl::J. by counties and file 

(2) If any county clerk shall fail or neglect to forward any suc:Q 
tary of state may require him to do so forthwith, and if not reeeiv statement, the secre
thirty days after an election, the secretary of state may di.spatch qed. or obtained within 
obtain the same. Whenever it shall appear upon the face of any s sPecial messenger to 
error has been made in reporting or computing the vote of any cand.~h statement that an 
state may return the same to the county clerk for correction. ate, the secretary of 

6.71 State canvass of election returns; determination; cet-t. 
(1) The state board of canvassers shall meet at the office of the sec l1ication of results. 
before the first day of December succeeding a general election and w-i~e~ary of state on or 
after a special election, for the purpose of canvassing the retu:rns lun twenty-five days 
results of such elections. and determining the 

(2) Such board shall examine such certified statements of the Co 
if it shall appear that any material mistake has been made in the c1:tnty canvassers and 
given for any person, or that the canvassers in any county have Ol:Q~lIIPutation of 'yates 
votes or any thereof cast at any poll therein, the board may disPatCh Itted to canvass the 
clerk of such county with their requirement in writing to him to C ~ messenger to the 
cerning such mistake, or the reason why such votes were not canYassel:'tify the facts con
whom any such requirement is delivered shall forthwith make true and e:; and the clerk to 
under his hand and the county seal, and deliver the same to such lUes:;; un answer thereto 
liver it with all convenient dispatch to the secretary of state. e llger, who shall de~ 

(3) The said board may adjourn as may be necessary, not more th 
(4) Upon the certified statements and returns so received the bo all ten days in aU. 

examine and make 3; statement ?f the ,,:"hole n:umber of vote~ give:t at aa:rd shall proceed to 
each .elector of presIdent and VIce presIdent, ill every year. III whIch th~Y s.uch election for 
electIon; a statement for each of the offices of governor, lIeutenant go :re IS a presidential 
state, treasurer, attorney-general, or any other state officer, if any the:r Yernor, secretary of 
States senator; a statement of the votes given for representative in c e shall be, or United 
gressional district; a statement of the votes given for state senator it( Ongress in each con
trict embracing more than one county; and a statement of the votes gi each senatorial dis
assembly in each assembly district embracing more than one county. Yen for member of 

(5) Such statements shall show the names of the persons to wh 
have been given for either of the said offices, the whole number of yot~~ ~uch yotes shall 

g"lYen to each and 
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distinguishing the several districts and counties in which they were given. Provided, how
ever, that the names of persons not regularly nominated receiving a comparatively small 
number of votes may be omitted and their votes designated therein as scattering votes. 

(6) Said board shall certify such statements to be correct and shall thereupon deter
mine what persons have been, by the greatest number of votes, duly elected to such offices, 
or either of them, and shall attach to each statement a certificate of their determination 
and deliver the same to the secretary of state. 

(7) Whenever a proposed constitutional amendment or other question shall have been 
submitted to a vote of the people at any such election, the votes cast for or against such 
amendment or question shall be canvassed, certified and recorded at the time and in the 
manner hereinbefore provided. Said board shall at the same time prepare and certify a 
statement of the whole number of votes given for and against such amendment or question, 
and shall thereupon determine whether or not such amendment or question has been ap
proved, ratified or adopted by a majority of the electors voting thereon. 

(8) If it shall appear that such amendment or question has been approved, ratified or 
adopted, the secretary of state shall make a record thereof and cause such record to be 
bound in the volume containing the original enrolled laws passed at the next succeeding 
session of the legislature, and cause such record to be published with the laws thereof. 

6.72 Certificates of election. Said secretary shall record in his office each certified 
statement and determination so made by said bo~rd, and forthwith make and transmit to 
each of the persons thereby declared to be elected, a certificate of his election under the 
lesser seal, and cause a copy of such certified statements and determinations to be pub
lished in a newspaper printed at the seat of government. He shall also prepare a like 
certificate or certificates, attested by him as secretary 01 state, and addressed, respectively, 
to the United States senate and to the house of representatives in that congress for which 
any person shall have been chosen, of the due election of such person as a United States 
senator or as a representative of this state in congress, as the case may be, and transmit 
the same to the respective house at the first meeting tbereof; and if any of the persons so 
chosen at such election shall have been elected to supply a vacancy in the office of such 
United States senator or representative it shall be mentioned in such certificate. 

6.73 State canvassers to disregard irregular returns. The board of state canvass
ers shall canvass only the regular returns made by the county boards of canvassers, as 
provided in this chapter, and shall in no case canvass or count any additional or supple
mental returns or statements made by any such board or by any other board or person 
whatever; nor shall the board of state canvassers canvass or count any statement or re
turn of the result of any canvass which shall have been made by any county board of can
vassers at any other time than that mentioned in this chapter. This section shall not 
apply to any return made subsequent to a recount pursuant to section 6.66, but such return 
shall be accepted in lieu of any prior return from the same county for the same office. 

6.74 Civil process not to be served on election day. During the clay on which any 
general, special, town or charter election shall be held no civil process shall be served on 
any elector, entitled to vote at snch election, in the precinct in which he i3 entitled to vote 
or while going to or returning therefrom. 

6.75 Plurality shall elect, regardless of infonnalities. In every election for the 
choice of any officer, unless otherwise provided by law, each elector shall have one vote 
and no more; and the person appearing satisfactorily to have received the highest number 
of legal votes for any office shall be deemed to have been duly elected to that office, and 
the canvassers shall so determine and certify. The legality of such votes so appearing, 
failures to fully comply with the law respecting noticing or conducting the election or 
canvassing or returning the vote, shall be disregarded. 

6.76 [Renumbered section 6.325 by 1933 c. 433 s. 2J 
6.77 Election blanks prepared by secretary of state. The secretary of state shall 

make out all necessary blanks, returns and statements to carry out the provisions of law 
for making the canvass, returns and statements, of all state, congressional, legislative and 
county elections, general, special and judicial, including tally sheet statements, and affi
davits of nonregistered voters and freeholders corroborating the same. Such blanks
shall contain the necessary certificates of the inspectors and canvassers, with proper notes 
to the same explanatory of their use and referring to the statutes. Said blanks for use 
at the September primary and at the November election shall be forwarded to the county 
clerks of the several counties not less than twenty days prior to the date thereof in each 
year in which any such primary or election shall be held. Provided, that said secretary 
shall be required to furnish tally sheet statements of the standard form only for any city 
or county. The secretary of state shall from time to time correct the forms for all official 
ballots to harmonize them with recent legislation and with the current official status of the 
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several political parties. Samples of all such ballots shall bee 
[1939 c.172] :)Jrinted in the statutes. 

Note: For official referendum ballot forms, HDa," "Dd," "I::::.. 
by the secretary of state see end of this chapter. ~-~. and "Df" 

• prescribed 
6.78 Distribution of election blanks. Such blanks shall be ~_ 

town, city or village clerks or inspectors in each county by th~ ~ stributed to the proper 
than the time when official ballots are distributed and may be ~ <county clerks not later 
ticable. .Such clerks shal~ fur~ish. the i~spectors of .elections i~ ~-b.t ?y mail when prac
wards, Villages and electIOn dlStrIcts With such registry blan~~ "theIr respective towns 
fixed for the first meetin~ for registry, and the o~her blanks b~e at or before the tim~ 
polls on the day of electIOn, and such clerks and lllspectors sh~t~l:'e the opening of the 
furnished; but no election or election returns shall be invalidateq _ Use such blanks When 
nre to use such blanks. ~:u consequence of fail-

6.79 National flag OVer election places. The town board, vilt 
cou!1cil of the seve~al towns, villages and ci~ies of the st~te sh~ll-age board and common 
natIOnal flag on sUItable staff over every votmg place durmg all 1:1 J:>lace and display the 
are open on the day of the general election, and may so display i 1:; ::). e hours that the polls. 
and on registration days. The exr:ense of such flag. and the er.ectiC)~ 'On other election days 
of the same shall be a charge agamst such town, Village or City Ql:::t~ care and maintenance 
as other election expenses. be audited and paid 

6.80 Application of general election laws. As far as practic~ 
provide~ by law the. provisi?ns of this chapter shall be applied t: Q ble ~nd not otherwise 
to~, .villli:ge and City elec~IOns, and t? .referendum votes r.e~P.e(3t: _ Primary: elections to 
mUlllcipaIIlldebte~ess, the Iss~e of m~lllCI'pal.bo~d.s, the acqUlsI~lO:Q -lllg t~~ illcurring of 
or removal of pubhc officers, direct leg'lslatIOn ill Cities and countIe~ of utilIties the recall 
ments and all other subjects. And in taking all such referendu.:o:{ C3onstitutio~al amend
shall conform as far as practicable to the provisions of section 6.23. "Votes the ballot used 

6.81 Election manual. There shall be prepared and publisbe 
state. separa~e from the elec~ion .laws an el~c~ion manual explallQ ~ by the secretary of 
electIOn offiCials and the qualIficatIOns and priVileges of electors, tOg- C)l'y of the duties of 
and references to the statutes as he shall deem advisable to be fLl:r:U ~ther with such notes 
officials and others in such manner as he shall judge most likel;}' t llShed free to election 
welfare. <:) promote the public 

6.82 Election notices, supplies. (1) COSTS, BY WHOM PAID, 
blanks and other supplies to be used at any primary or election, all <\.ll costs for ballots 
all e::,penses necessa~y incurred in the preparation for 0: in C?nd4.c}J?-blicat.ion fees, and 
electIon shall be paid out of the treasury of the town, CIty, village, tllIg any Primary or 
the case may be. ~ county or state as 

(2) PUBLICATION. All primary or election notices or certificate:;:; , 
by law to be published.' shall be published. in from one t? four newSlll:tp of' election, required 
lation published withm the county or City. In counties of over t~oe1:'S of general circu
thousand population, one of such newspapers shall represent the, hundred and fifty 
cast the largest vote in such county or city at the preceding general POlitical party t.hat 
such newspapers shall represent the political party that cast the election, and one of 
such.count,}' or city at the preceding general election .. In no case shaile~t largest vote in 
publIshed III more than two newspapers unless authOrized by a resoillt.any such notice be 
county board or ci~y council, which resolution ma:y- designate ~y nall::te 10n adopted by the 
which all such notIces shall appear, and shall be III force until resci the newspapers in 
Prov:ide~, that in counties. havin~ one or more daily newspapers,. I:t~d.ed by like action. 
publIcatIOns shall be made m a daily newspaper that has been publISh least one of such 
two years. ed continuously for 

(3) PRINTER'S FEES. Compensation for publishing all notices and 
to primaries and elections, unless .otherwi~e proyided, shall be paid :1:'0 celiiflcates relative 
the fees shall be graduated accordmg to CirculatIOn as set forth herein 1:' by the folio and 

Circulation ~==== First insertion per Subseqh 
f . '"'ent· _____________ I ____ s.=.qu_a_r_e_o_r_o_lI_o___ sqll lnsertions per 

~orfolio 
(a) 2,000 or less .......... . 
(b) 2,001 to 4,000 ...••..... 
(c) Over 4,000 ........... .. 
(d) To newspapers pub-

lished in cities of the first 

$ .80 
.90 

1.00 
III .50 

.60 

.70 

class ................. Commercial rates COll1ll:t 
==============================================~~lrates 
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In making claim for compensation, except in cities of the first class, newspapers of over 
two thousand circulation, shall furnish an affidavit showing total paid circulation. 

(4) DOUBTS RESOLVED. When in doubt as to the compliance of any election notice 
with the specifications of the statutes, or as to the correct fees to be paid therefor, the 
county clerk may consult the secretary of state who shall refer such question to the direc
tor of purchases for offieial determination. 

(5) "SQUARE," "FOLIO" DEFINED. For any primary or election notice, the word 
"square" shall be construed to mean one lllCh in length of a column and not more than 
a newspaper column in width. The word "folio" shall mean the same as elsewhere 
defined in these statutes. .Any fraction of a square or folio shall be paid for as a full 
square. 

(6) SHERIFF, WHEN TO ACT. Whenever the office of county clerk is vacant and there 
shall be no person authorized to perform his duties, the sheriff shall make out and transmit 
to town, city and village clerks any primary or election notice, required to be issued, and 
shall publish the same as may be required by law. [1931 c. 45 s. 1] . 

6.83 Obsolete documents; destruction by county clerk. Whenever it shall be 
found necessary to destroy useless documents in order to secure vault space for county 
records, the county clerk of any county may, from time to tille, in his discretion, dispose 
of any of the following named records: Statements of election returns and poll lists, 
when over six years old. [1931 c. 466] 

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOTS. FORMS 
Revisor's Note: The following forms 

designated "Da/' "Dd," "'De,JI and "Df" were 
prepared by the secretary of state and are 
printed pursuant to section 6.77: 

"Da" 
OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 

If you desire to vote for the approval of 
the resolution set forth below, make a cross 
(X) or other mark in the square after the 
words "For Bonds", follOWing such resolu
tion; if you desire to vote for disapproval of 
said resolUtion, make a cross (X) or other 
mark in the square after the words "Against 
Bonds", following such resolution. 

RESOLUTION --
[Here insert copy of initial resolution of 

the county, city, town, village or school dis
trict board when, under section 67.05. or other 
statutory provision, it is so required. The 
Question printed below should be changed to 
meet the requirements in each case.] 

Shall the foregoing resolution of the 
County Board, providing for the issue of 
Highway nou,ls be adopted? 

For Bonds 0 Against Bonds 0 
[Pink print paper. 6.23 (8), 67.05 (in, 

(4), (6), (6a), (d).] 
"Da" 

OF:B'ICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 
FOR 

.............. Precinct, .............. Ward, 
City (Villag'e or Town) of ....... " ........ . 
...................... , 19 ... . 

Absent Voter's Ballot issued by 

j
'County Clerk 
City Clerk •.... " .....•.•......... '1 Village CIerlt 

l Town Clerk 

We certify that the within ballot was 
marked by us for an elector incapable under 
the law of marking his own ballot and as di
rected by him. 

...... : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ~i ·:IiJiect·io~· .. . 

...... : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ~f ·:IiJiect·io;1· .. . 
"Dd" 

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 

If you desire to vote for any Question, 
make a cross (X) or other mark in the square 
after the word "Yes", underneath such Ques
tion; if you desire to vote against any ques
tion, make a cross (X) or other mark in the 
square after the word "No", underneath such 
Question. 

Shall Class "B" license (taverns, hotels, 
restauran ts, clubs, societies. lodges, fair as
SOCiations, etc.) be issued for the retail sale 
of beer for consumption on or off the prem
ises where sold? 

Yes No 
o 0 

[Yellow print paper-9"x6". 66.05 (10) (d) 
3., Chap. 426, 1939.] 

"Dd" 

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 
FOR 

.............. Precinct. . ............. ,;Yard. 
City (Village or Town) of ................. . 
.. " .................. , 19 ..•. 

.................. 'B;"ii';{ CI;'~ks· ... 

Absent Voter's Ballot issued by 

{
'City Clerk 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Village Clerk 
Town Clerk 

vVe certify that the within ballot was 
marked by us for an elector incapable under 
the law of marking his own ballot and as di
rected by him. 

...... : : : : : :::: : :: :: of 'Eject'ion: ., 

...... ::::::::::::: :~i 'Eject·ion·.·· 
"De" 

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 

If you desire to vote for any question, 
make a cross (X) or other mark in the square 
after the word "Yes", underneath such Ques
tion; if YOU desire to vote against any Ques
tion, make a cross (X) or other mark in the 
square after the word "No", underneath such 
[~.:uestion. 

Shall Class "A" license (stores, etc.) be 
issued for the retail sale of beer in original 
packages to be consumed away from the 
premises where sold? 

Yes No 
o 0 

[Light green print paper-9"x6". 66.05 
(10) (d) 3., Chap. 426, 1939.] 

"De" 

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 
FOR 

.............. Precinct, .............. Ward 
City (Village or Town) of. ................ : 
...................... , 19 ... . 

.......... , ....... ':B~ii~i cI~~i~s·.·· 
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Absent voter's Ballot issued by 

{
City CIerI, 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ¥~~;'b~~1fk 
vVe certify that the within ballot was 

marked by us for an elector incapable under 
the law of marking his own ballot and as di
rected by him. 

................................. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . of Election. 

. . . . . . : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ~f ·Ei~~t·i~~· ... 
"Df" 

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 

If yOU desire to vote for any question, 
make a cross (X) or other mark in the square 
after the word "For" underneath such ques
tion; if you desire to vote ag-ainst any ques
tion, make a cross (X) or other mark in the 
square after the word "Against" underneath 
such question. 

Shall any person be licensed to deal or 
traffic in{,b'~~~iCatin}g liquors as a beverage 

in the City of ,7Vaukesha? 
Village 

For license 0 Ag-ainst license 0 

Shall municipal =
dealing and traffico i.., i 
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liquor only in origi ~ '- or st 
ers in quantities of ~ -:t €; in o~~s 1'01' the sale, 
gallon at any time. Pa k llltoxlCating 
the store premiSe"", l: mC ages or contain_ 
tained and operate,-~~ ~:l c1 t are than one Wine 

r'" b a be consumed ff 
and control of the 'l ~.'l 'l:"1~ established, mai

o
_ 

'l ~ '-<er the man n 
.i ~.'V council }agement 

For Liquor StoreD "':::0. ,,!age board ? 

[Pink print pap", . -"'- B'~~l~ board . 

===o~c====:o::=c=:=c==o==.=o,,=,::!::::- -::::----::::: <cunst Li qual' Store 0 ~ '1r----.. !:-}~.... II 

OFF~CIAL REJF~-.C~",,](6. 176.39.] 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ .............. Precll"), '"' <:::",--::)~1:\rDUM BALL 
City (Village or Toq .>""-' t ~" OT 
...•.•...........• '. CI>:':$ 

.... ....... ~ !3 oi············lVard ............ ' . " 

Absent Voter's ~: :~~i;it: ~:l~~k~:: : 
.............. " • 1 ssued by ==: 

• • • {City Clerk 
VITe certify that •• '" Village Clerk 

marked by us for an 1:.1, "'" Town Clerk 
the law of marlnl1g h ? 1"", ''''"ithin b I 
rected b v hil'O. "S 'C),<:C,l:ox- incapa'bl:;t Was 

. . . . • . . . . • • • 'V 1"1 ball t uUder • _ _ a and as di-




