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68.01 Taxes and bonds. The clerk of each town and city, and of each village which 
collects its taxes independently of the town, and the town clerk of each town in which any 
village is situated, the taxes for which village are collected by the town treasurer, shall 
annually, at the time he is required by law to deliver the tax roll to the town, city or vil
lage treasurer, make out and transmit to the county clerk, on blanks furnished by the 
state tax commission, a statement showing the assessed valuation of all property within 
his town, city or village, and separately the amount of all taxes levied therein by said 
town, city or village, including school district, highway, street and sidewalk· taxes for the 
current year and the purposes for which the same were levied; also a complete and de
tailed statement of the bonded and other indebtedness of his town, city or village, and of 
the accrued interest, if any, remaining unpaid, and the purposes for which said indebted
ness was incurred. 

68.02 Annual statement of taxes. Annually, on or before the third Monday of 
December, a statement in detail of all taxes levied in each town, village and city during 
the year, shall be made and filed by the clerk thereof, with the state tax commission. Any 
such clerk failing to make the statement herein provided for, and within the time above 
provided, shall be liable to his town, village and city for all damages caused by his delin
quency. The tax commission shall prep aTe and furnish the blanks for such statement, as 
well as for the statement mentioned in section 68.03. 

68.03 Returns to tax commission. The county clerk of each county shall, imme
diately upon the receipt from the tax commission of the blanks and instructions neces
sary for carrying out the provisions of section 68.02, by town, village and city officers, 
distribute the same to such officers at the expense of the county, and shall annually, on 
or before the thirty-fi1'st day of December. make out and transmit to the tax commis
sion, on blanks furnished by it a tabular statement of the statistics of valuation, taxes and 
indebtedness reported by the town, city and villa.ge clerks; and also, separately, the 
assessed valuation of all the taxable property in his county as last fixed by the county 
board, a statement in detail of all county taxes levied thereon dU1'ing the preceding year, 
and the pU1'poses fo1' which the same we1'e levied and expended; and also a detailed state
ment of the bonded and other indebtedness of his count~', of the accruert inte1'est the1'eon, 
if any, 1'emaining unpaid, and the pU1'poses for which such indebtedness was incurred. 
Any county clerk failing to make the statement he1'ein provided fo1', and within the time 
above p1'ovided, shall be liable to his county for all damages caused by his delinquency. 

68.04 Tax commission, duties. It shall be the dutv of the tax commission to col
lect from time to time statistics of recorded sales of Teal "estate in each countv and of the 
assessed valuation of the lands included in such sales. In collecting such st~tistics, sales 
appea1'ing to be ma(Je fo1' a nominal consideTation or as to which the true consideTation 
is not stated and cannot be readily a~certained, and those in which the description of 
lands does not substantially conespond or cannot be identified with descriptions upon the 
assessment roll, shall be omitted; and the commission may also exclude f1'om such statistics 
any othe1' sales whe1'e for any reason the data appear to be un1'eliable or not serviceable. .' 
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68.05 Realty statistics; items. The data to be collected as urovided by section 
68.04 shall include: 

(1) The date of each instrument of conveyance or sale 
(2) The date, volume and page of the record thereof. 
(3) A brief description of the lands conveyed or sold. 
(4) The number of acres, where the lands are unplatted. 
(5) The consideration recited in such instrument. 
(6) The assessed valuation next previous or nearest to the date of such instrument. 
(7) Such other facts as the commission may deem material. 
68.06 Statistics compiled, use of; county clerk's duties. The sta!tistics for each 

year shall be compiled by assessment districts and by counties in tabular form, and the 
compilations shall be filed and carefully preserved in the office of the tax commission for 
use in the performance of its duties. An abstract or copy of such compilations of so 
much as is used by the commission in arriving at the true value for each county shall be 
furnished to the county clerk of such county in each year as soon as practicable after the 
same shall be completed for such year. The county clerk shall cause same to be laid 
before the county board at its next annual meeting. 

68.07 Agricultural statistics. (1) It shall be the duty of the assessor of each vil
lage, city, town or county, at the time of making the annual assessment of property, to col
lect such statistics in relation to the principal farm products and agricultural resources as 
may be required by the department of agriculture· and markets. Such tabulation of sta
tistics shall be forwarded to the department of agriculture and markets on the date of the 
meeting of the town board of review, but not later than July fifteenth; and a summary 
thereof, in duplicate, shall be delivered at the same time to the town clerk, one of said 
duplicates to be forwarded without delay to the county clerk. [1935 c. 550 s. 8, 407] 

68.0S [Repealed by 1935 c. 61] 
6S.09 Returns may be sent for; expense. If any town, city or village· clerk shall 

have failed or neglected to transmit. to the county clerk the statement required by section 
68.01, or if any assessor shall have failed or neglected to make and file with the county 
clerk the certificate required by section 68.07, for ten days after the time he is required 
by law to transmit or make the same, the county clerk shall in either case send a messenger 
to 'such clerk or assessor who has so failed or neglected to procure the same, and such 
messenger shall be entitled to receive three dollars per day and ten cents per mile for each 
mile necessarily traveled in the discharge of his duty, to be paid out of the count.y treasury 
on the order of the chairman of the county board and county clerk. The amount so paid 
shall be charged to the proper town, city or village and added to and collected with the 
next county tax apportioned thereto. The county clerk shall, immediately after having 
sent any such messenger, notify the treasurer of the proper town, city or village of the 
amount of the expense so incurred, and such treasurer shall deduct such amount from the 
compensation of such delinquent clerk or assessor. [1939 c. 513 s. 23] 

6S.10 Statement of indebtedness to secretary of state. Each county, city, village, 
town and school district clerk shall, whenever required by the secretary of state, furnish 
to him a full and complete statement showing the bonded and all other indebtedness of his 
respective county, city, village, town or school district, the purposes for which the same 
was incurred and all accrued interest, if any, remaining unpaid. 

6S.11 Neglect of duty. Every clerk of any town, city, village or school district and 
every assessor who shall fail or neglect to perform any duty required of him by any of the 
provisions of this chapter shall, for every such neglect or failure, forfeit not less than 
twenty nor more than fifty dollars, and it shall be the duty of the county clerk to cause 
eyery such forfeiture to be prosecuted for. Every county clerk and register of deeds who 
shall fail or neglect to perform any duty required of him by this chapter shall, for every 
such neglect or failure, forfeit not less than twenty-five nor more than one hundred dol
lars j and it shall be the duty of the department with which such returns are required to be 
:filed to cause every such forfeiture to be prosecuted for. 

68.12 Dairy manufactures. The owner of any creamery, cheese factory or milk
condensing factory, or the secretary of any firm, association or corporation owning any 
creamery or any such factory who shall after due demand therefor fail or refuse to fur
nish the assessor items of information specified in this chapter of the statutes and which 
are applicable to his creamery or factory, or to the creamery or factory in connection with 
which he is employed, shall be fined not less than twenty nor more than fifty dollars. 

6S.13 Crimina'! convictions, etc. The clerks of all courts haying criminal jurisrlic
tion shall, on or before the first Monday of January in each year, make and transmit to the 
state board of control a report of the number of persons convicted by juries of criminal 
offenses, and the number of those who have pleaded guilty therein to criminal charges dur· 
ing the preceding year, together with such other information upon the subject of crimes 
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as the board shall require; and every such clerk who shall fail to make out or transmit 
such report shall furfeit ten dollars for each failure; and the state board of control shall 
direct the district attorney of the proper county to prosecute therefor. The certificate or 
the board showing any such delinquency shall be presumptive evidence of the facts therein 
stated and of the liability to such forfeiture. 

68.14 Compensation of clerKS. Each clerk shall receive as compensation for mak
ing such report ten cents per folio, the amount thereof to be audited by the secretary of 
state, arrd paid out of the state treasury and charged to the proper appropriation for 
circuit courts. 

68.15 Pauperism and crime. Each town, village and city clerk shall make to the 
county clerk, on blanks furnished by him and prepared by the state board of control, at 
such time as such board may require, reports concerning pauperism and crime in his 
town, village or city. The compensation of such clerks for making such reports shall be 
fixed by the town or village board or common council, and be paid out of the treasury 
of the munieipa:lity of which the clerk is an officer. Each ('Qunty clerk shall make to 
the state board of control, on blanks supplied by said board, an abstract of the reports 
so made to him, at such times as may be fixed by said board. 




