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351.01 Adultery. Any person who shall commit the crime of adultery shall be pun
ished by imprisonment in the state prison not more than three years nor less than one year, 
or by fine not exceeding one thousand dollars nor less than two hundred doHars; and when 
the crime is committed between a married woman and a man who is unmarried both shall 
be deemed guilty of adultery and each shall be punished therefor. No prosecution shaH 
be had unless commenced within three years from the date of the aHeged offense. Any 
pel'iod of time during which any person charged with such offense was absent from the 
state shaH not be computed as any part of the time of limitation mentioned in this section. 

351.02 Polygamy. Any person having a husband or wife living who shall marry 
another person shall he deemed guilty of polygamy, and shall be plUlished therefor by 
imprisonment in the state prison not more than five years nor less than one year, or by 
fine not exceeding one thousand dollars nor less than two hundred dollars. 

351.03 Limitation on section 351.02. The provisions of section 351.02 shal1 not ex
tend to any persoll whose husband 01' wife shall have been continually remaining beyond 
sea, 01' shaH have voluntarily withdrawn from the other and remained absent for the space 
of seven years together, the party marrying again not knowing the other to be living 
within that time; nor to any person who has been divorced from the bonds of matrimony. 

351.04 Lewd and lascivious behavior. Any man and woman, not being mal'l'ied to 
each. other, who shall lewdly and lasciviously cohabit and associate together, 01' any man 
or woman, married or unmal'ried, who shall be guilty of open and g'ross lewdness and 
lascivious behavior, every such person shall be punished by imprisonment in the county 
jail.not more than one year or by fine not exceeding five hundred dollars nor less than one 
hundred dollars. 

351.05 Sane single females; intercourse; ruin. Any man who commits fornication 
with a sane single female over the age of sixteen years, each of them shall be punished by 
imprisonment in the county jail not more than six months or by fine not exceeding one 
hundred dollars, or by both such fine and imprisonment. Any man who commits forni-
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cation with a sane female of previous chaste character under the age of twenty-one yelU's 
shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison not more than four years or by fine 
not exceeding two hundred dollars, or by both fine and imprisonment. 

351.06 Insane females; intercourse. Any man who commits fornication, adultery, 
or incest with any female who is idiotic, feeble-minded, insane or imbecile shall be pun
ished by imprisonment in the state prison not more than fifteen years nor less than five 
years. If the female is a ward of t1.le state at the time the offense is committed, the pun
islllnent shall be not more than twenty-five years in state prison and not less than ten years. 

351.07 Seduction. Any unmarried man who, under promise of marriage, or any 
married man who shall seduce and have illicit connection with any unmarried female of 
previous chaste character shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison not more 
than five years nor less than one year 01' by imprisonment in the county jail not more than 
one year; but no eonviction shall be had for such offense 011 the testimony of the female 
seduced, unsupported by other evidence, nor unless the indictment or information for the 
same shall be found or presented within two years after the commission of the offense; 
provided, that the subsequent intermarriage of the parties may be pleaded in bar of a con
viction. 

351.08 Soliciting female for purpose of prostitution, etc. Any person who, by 
force, thi'eats, promises or any other means 01' inducements, shall entice, inveigle, solicit, 
induce 01' take any unmarried female of previous chaste character of the age of eighteen 
years or under from her father, mother, guardian or othel' person having the legal care or 
custody of any such female, 01' from hel' home or othel' place of abode, wherever she may 
be, for the purpose of seduction, prostitution, or with intent to seduee, defile, deflower, or 
for the pUl1)OSe of entering, causing, inducing or procuring her to enter any house of ill 
fame, assignation 01' other place of prostitution for the purpose of prostitution, either 
temporarily or as an inmate of any such house or place, and any person who shall directly 
01' indirectly cause, procure 01' knowing'!y permit the same to be done, or who shall in any 
way aid, abet or assist, directly or indh'ectly, in doing such thing for any of the pUl1)oses 
aforesaid, 01' who shall cause, procure, aid, assist, knowingly permit or abet in any man
ner the seduction, defilement, deflowering or the having of illicit intercourse with any such 
female by any person, either at her home or other place of abode or elsewhere, shan be 
punished by imprisonment .in the state prison not more than ten years nor less than one 
year or by fine not exceeding two hundred dollars. 

351.09 Same subject. Any person who shall fraudulently, deceitfully or by any 
false representations entice, abduct, induce, decoy, hire, engage, employ or take any woman 
over eig'hteen .years of age and of previous chaste character from her father's house 01' 

from any other place where she may be for the purpose of p'rostitution 01' for unlawful 
sexual intercOlU'se, and any person who shall knowingly or intentionally aid, abet, assist, 
ac1vise or encourage any such act for the purpose aforesaid shall be punished by impris
onment in the state 1)rison not less than one year nor more than ten years, 01' by fine not 
exceec1ing two hundred dollars. 

351.10 Same subject. Any person who shall, by any such means as are mentioned 
in section 351.09, entice, abduct, induce, decoy, hire, engage, employ or take in any manner 
any female from her home or from' any other place where she may be, for the purpose of 
prostitution or for unlawful sexual intercourse, and any person who shall knowingly 01' 

intentionally aid, abet, assist, ac1vise or encourage the doing of any such act for the purpose 
aforesaid shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison not more than five years' 
nor less thap one year. 

351.11 Detention in house of ill fame. Any person who shall detain any woman 
against her will by force, threats, putting' in bodily fear or by any other means at a house 
of ill fame or any other place of any name or description whatever, for the purpose of 
prostitution or for unlawful sexual intercourse, and any person who shall aid, abet, ac1vise, 
assist 01' encourage in such detention shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison 
not more than fifteen years nor less than five years. 

351.12 Keeping premises for unlawful purposes. Any person, being the owner, les
see or occupant of any premises, 01' having', in whole or in part, the management or con
trol thereof, who induces or knowingly permits any female under twenty-one years of age 
to resort to or be in or upon such premises for the purpose of prostitution or unlawful 
sexual intercourse shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison not more than 
five years nor less than one year. 

351.13 Soliciting for the purpose of prostitution. Any person who shall solicit, in
duce, encourage or entice, by fraudulent or deceitful representations intended or naturally 
tending to induce, entice or encourage, an unmarried woman of previous chaste character 
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to leave her father's house or any other place where she may be found for the purpose of 
prostitution or for the purpose of unlawful sexual intercourse at a house of ill fame or 
assignation, and any person who shall in any manner aid, abet or assist in any such solici
tation for such purpose shall be punished by imprisonment in the county jail for not less 
than six months 01' by imprisonment in the state prison not to exceed one year. 

351.14 Evidence as to house of ill fame, etc. In all prosecutions under these stat. 
utes or any other laws for the suppression of houses of ill fame, assignation or places of 
similar character, or for keeping' any such place or for being an inmate 01' frequenter 
thereof it shall be competent for the prosecution to establish the character of any such 
house or place by showing that" the same has a COlllmon or general reputation as a house of 
ill fame, brothel, bawdyhouse or house of assignation, or that such house, while in the pos
session of the inmates occupying it at or about the time alleged in the information, indict· 
ment or other pleading was promiscuously visited at unseasonable hours by" divers and 
sundry persons not then residents therein; and such showing shall be prima facie evidence 
that such house or place is a house of ill fame, brothel, bawdyhouse or house of assignation 
as alleged in the information, indictment or other pleading. 

351.15 Witness not privileged. No person shall be excused or privileged from tes
tifying fully under oath in any prosecution brought under the provisions of either of the 
preceding seven sections or for any of the causes mentioned in section 351.14; but no 
testimony so given by any person shall be used against him in any civil or criminal action 
to which he is a party, except a prosecution for perjury committed in giving such testi· 
mony. 

I 

351.16 Pandering. (1) Any person who shall knowingly accept, receive, levy or 
appropriate any money or other valuable thing, without consideration, from the proceeds 
of the earnings of any woman engaged in prostitution, shall be deemed guilty of a felony, 
and on conviction thereof shall be punished by imprisonment for a period not less than 
two nor more than twenty years. Any such acceptance, receipt, levy or appropriation of 
such money or valuable thing, shall upon any proceeding or trial for violation of this sec
tion be presumptive evidence of lack of consideration. 

(2) Any person who shall furnish to any other person the name or address of a girl 
or woman or h011se, apartment, or room, or any place whatsoever, mid at the same time 
represent that sueh girl or woman is a prostitute, or such house, apartment, room or place 
is a house of prostitution or assignation, with intent that such person to whom the infor
mation is given shall or may go to such girl or woman, house, apartl1).ent, room, or place 
for immoral purposes or practices, shall be punished by imprisonment in the county jail 
for not less than thirty days nor more than six months, or by fine of not less than twenty
five dollars nor more than one hundred dollars. 

(3) In prosecutions under this section it shall be competent for the prosecution to 
show other similar acts for the purpose of showing the intent and disposition of the ac
cused. The immunity provisions of section 351.15 shall apply to this section. 

351.17 Prostitution; situs of crime. It shall not be a defense to a prosecution for 
any of the acts prohibited by sections 351.08 to 351.14 that any part of such act or acts 
shall have been committed outside this state, and the offense shall in such case be deemed 
and alleged to have been committed, and the offender tried and punished in any county in 
which the prostitution was intended to be practiced or in which the offense was consum
mated, or any overt act in furtherance of the offense shall have been committed. 

351.18 Prostitute competent witness, whether married or single. Any such female 
person referred to in sections 351.08 to 351.14 shall be a competent witness in any prose
cution under sections 351.16, 351.17 anel 351.18 to testify for or against the accused as to 
any transaction or as to any conversation with the accused or by him with another person 
or persons in her presence, notwithstanding her having' married the accused before or after 
the violation of any of the provisiorts of this act, whether calleel as a witness during the 
existence of the malTiage or after its dissolution. 

351.19 Transporting, soliciting, engaging for prostitution. (1) It shall be unlaw
ful to direct, take or transport or to offer or agree to take or transpOl't any p81'son to any 
place, structure or building or to any other person with knowledge that the purpose of 
such directing, taking or transporting is prostitution, lewdness or assig'nation. 

(2) It shall be unlawful to procure or to solicit or to offer to procure or solicit for 
purposes of prostitution, lewdness or assignation. 

(3) It shall be unlawful to reside in, enter or remain in any place, structure or build. 
ing or to enter or remain in any place, structure or building' 01' conveyance for purposes 
of prostitution, lewdness or assignation. 
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(4) It shall be unlawful to eng'age in prostitution,. lewdness or assignation, or to aid 
01' abet prostitution, lewdness or assignation by any means whatsoever. 

(5) The term "assignation" shall be construed to include the making of any appoint. 
ment or engagement for prostitution or lewdness or any act in furtherance of such ap· 
pointm~nt or engagement. 

(6) Any person violating any of the provisions of this section shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished for each such offense 
by imprisonment in the county jail for not less than thiTty days nor more than one year, 
01' by a fine of not less than fifty dollars nor more than five hundred dollars, or by both 
such fine and imprisonment. 

(7) The immunity provisions of section 351.15 shall apply to the provisions of this 
section. 

(8) At the trial of any person charged with violating any of the provisions of this 
section, the reputation of any place, structure or building shall be admissible in evidence 
in support of the charge. 

351.20 Persons responsible for delinquency, how punished. (1) In all caseli where 
any child shall be a dependent, neglected or delinquent child, as defined by the statutes of 
this state, the parent or parents, legal guardian, 01' person having the custody of such 
child, or any other person, responsible for such child being dependent, neglected or delin
quent, through wilful neglect or by any wilful act encourag'ing, causing 01' contributing to 
the dependency, neglect 01' delinquency of such child, whether said child has or has not 
previously been dependent, neglected or delinquent, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
upon trial and conviction thereof shall be fined in a sum not to exceed five hundred dol
lars, or impl'isonment in the county jail for a period not exceeding one year, 01' punished 
by both such fine and imprisonment. 

(2) The court may impose conditions upon any person found guilty under this act, and 
so long as such person shall comply therewith to the satisfaction of the court, the sentence 
imposed may be suspended; provided, however, that no such sentence 01' the execution 
thereof shall be stayed to exceed a period of two years, and if at the expiration of the stay 
of such sentence, or at such time prior thereto as the court may deem propel', it shall ap
pear to the satisfaction of the comt that such person has complied faithfully with the 
conditions of such suspended sentence, the court may suspend such sentence absolutely,. 
in which case such person shall be relieved therefrom. . ' . 

(3) Any parent 01' legal guardian having legal custody of a minor under the age of 
18 years who through his ncgligence, laxity and disregard of the morals, health and wel
fare of such minor has contributcd to the delinquency of such minor shall be punished by 
a fine of not less than $25 nor more than $500 01' by imprisonment not less than 10 days 
nor more than one year, If any parent 01' guardian is bound over for trial pursuant to 
section 48.08 (2) for having violated this subsection such parent 01' guardian shall not 
be entitled to preliminary examination and the district attorney shall proceed as provided 
in section 355.17, and if an information is filed, then thcreafter the proceedings shall be 
as in other criminal cases where informations are filed. 

351.21 Incest. Any person being within the degree of .consanguinity within which 
marriages are prohibited 01' declared by law to be incestuous and void, who shall inter
marry with each other or who shall commit adultery 01' fornication with each other shall 
be punished by imprisonment in the sta te prison not more than ten years nor less than 
two years. 

351.22 Producing miscarriage. Any person who shall administer to any pregnant 
woman, 01' prescribe for such woman, 01' advise or prqcure any such WOlllan to take any 
medicine, drug' or substance 01' thing whatever, or shall use 01' employ any instrument or 
other 11leans whatever, 01' advise or procure the same to be used, with intent thereby to 
procure the miscarriage of any such woman shall be fined not less than $1,000 nor more 
.than $5,000 or imprisoned in the state prison not less than, one year nor more than 3 
years, 01' 1)oth. 

Proof of the use of instrllments is not required. State v. Adams, 257 W 433, 43 NW 
(2d) 446. 

351.23 Attempting miscarriage. Any woman who shall take any medicine, drug, 
substance 01' thing whatever, or who shall use or employ any instrument 01' other means 
whatever, 01' who shall submit to any operation 01' treatment with intent to procure from 
herself any miscarriage shall be punished by imprisonment in the county jail not more 
than six months nor less than one month, or by fine not exceeding one hundred dollars. 

351.235 Advertising or display vf indecent articles, sale in certain cases prohibited. 
(1) As used in this chapter, the term ilinc1ecent articles" means any drug, medicine, mix-
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ture, preparation, instrument, article or device of whatsoever nature used or intended OJ' 

represented to be used to procure a miscarriage or prevent pregnancy, 
(2) No person, firm 01' corporation shall publish, distribute or circulate any circular, 

card, advertisement or notice of any kind offering or advertising any indecent article for 
sale, nor shall exhibit or display any indecent article to the public. . 

(3) No person, firm or corporation shall manufacture, purchase, 01' rent, or have in 
his or its possession or under his or its control, any slot machine, or other mechanism or 
means so designed and constructed as to contain and hold indecent articles and to release 
the same upon the deposit therein of a coin or other thing of value. 

(4) No person, firm or corporation shall sell 01' dispose of or attempt or offer to sell 
01' dispose of any indecent articles to or for any unmarried person; and no sale in any 
case of any indecent articles shall be made except by a pharmacist registered under 
the Ilrovisions of chapter 151 or a physician or sm'geon duly licensed under the laws of 
this state. 

(5) Any person, firm or corporation violating any provision of this section shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine 
of not less than $100 nor more than $500 or by imprisonment in the county jail for 
not to exceed 6 months, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

351.24 Concealing death of illegitima.te child, Any woman who shall conceal the 
death of any issue of her body which, if born alive, would be an illegitimate child, so that 
it may not be known whether such issue was born alive or not or whether it was not mur
dered, shall be punished by imprisonment; in the county jail not more than one year nor 
less than six months, or by a fine not exceeding three hundred dollars nor less than one 
hundred dollars. 

The defendant's confessions, properly ad- against a contention that, in order to snstain 
mitted in evidence in a prosecution for un- a conviction, the state was required to es
lawfully concealing issue of the defendant's tablish the corpus delicti independent of the 
body which ir born alive would be an il- confessions. Potman v. State, 259 W 234, 47 
legitimate child, established the corpus de- NW (2d) 884. 
licti, as well as the defendant's guilt, as 

351.25 Joinder of offenses in indictment, Any woman who shall be indicted or in
formed against for the murder of her illegitimate child may also be charged in the same 
indictment 01' information with the offense described in section 351.24, and if on the trial 
the jury shall acquit her of the charge of murder and find her guilty of the other offense 
judgment and sentence may be awarded against her for the same. 

[351.26 Stats. 1927 ~'epectled by 1929 c. 439 s. 1] 

351.27 Abandonment of young child. Any person having the custody of any child 
under the age of six years who shall expose such child in any highway or in any other 
place, with intent to abandon it, shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison not 
more than three years nor less than one year, 01' by imprisonm~nt in the county jail not 
more than one year. 

[351.28 Stats. 1927 ~'epealed by 1929 c. 4398. 1] 

351.29 Interference with child. Any person who shall entice or seek to entice any 
child away from the person or place to which it has been committed for safe-keeping pur
suant to law, or who shall interfere in any manner with the care, custody, control, personal 
liberty or education of any such child, except pursuant to law, shall be punished by fine 
not exceeding one hundred dollars or by imprisonment in the county jail not more than 
six months. 

351.30 Abandonment of child or wife; uniform act. (1) PENALTY. Any person 
who shall, without just cause, desert or wilfully neglect 01' refuse to provide for the sup
port and maintenance of his wife iii destitute or necessitous circumstances; 01' any person 
who shall, without lawful excuse, desert or wilfully neglect or refuse to provide for the 
support and maintenance of his or her legitimate or illegitimate minor child or children 
under the age of 18 years in destitute or necessitous circumstances, shall be guilty of a 
crime, and, on conviction thereof, shall be punished by fine not exceeding $500, or im
prisonment in th€! state prison, county jailor in the county workhouse not exceeding> 2 
years,· or both, in the discretion of the court. And it is hereby made the duty of the parent 
of any illegitimate child or children, under the age of 18 years, to provide for the support 
and maintenance of such illegitimate child or children. Provided, that the parent of any 
illegitimate child who shall have made provision for the support of such child by giving 
bond, or by settlement with the proper officers in accordance with the provisions of 
chapter 166, shall not be subject to the provisions of this section. 

(la) OUT-OF-STATE JUDGMENT. Where a judgment 01' decree of divorce has been 
rendered in a state having' a statute substantially similar to this subsection and such decree 
pl>ovides for payment of alimony or support m~lJey of wife and children, or both, and the 
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person upon whom such obligation was imposed was present in court 01' was personally 
served with a copy of the judgment 01' decree, and such person while in ~W~isconsin failed 
to make payment of alimony or snpport money in compliance with the judgment or 
decree of divorce, such faihU'e shall be deemed a nonsupport 01' abandonment of wife 01' 

children, as the case may be, commit ted in Wisconsin, and the person convicted thereof 
shall be punished as provided in this section. Such person may be prosecuted in any 
county in which such person was present at the time of any such default. 

(2) ANY PERSON MAY MAKE OOMPLAINT. Proceedings under this section may be in
stituted upon complaint made under oath or affirmation by the wife or child 01' children, 
01' either of them, the superintendent or acting superintendent or other officer in charge 
of public welfare agencies, the director of the department of public wclfare or case work 
supervisor II, or by any other person or persons, or organization, against any person 
guilty of either of the above-named offenses. 

(3) ORDER FOR SUPPORT PENDENTE LlTE. At any time before trial, upon petition of 
the complainant and upon notice to the defendant, the court, 01' a judge thereof in vaca
tion, may enter such temporary order as may seem just, providing for support of the de
serted wife or children, or both, pendente lite, and may punish for violation of such order 
as for contempt. 

(4) ORDER FOR SUPPORT IN LIEU OF PENALTY; RECOGNIZANCE. Before the trial, with 
the consent of the defendant, 01' at the trial, on entry of a plea of guilty, or after convic
tion, instead of imposing the penalty hereinbefore provided or in addition thereto, the 
court in its discretion, having' regard to the circumstances, and to the financial ability 
or earning capacity 0:£ the defendant, shall have the power to make an order, which shall 
be subjeet to change by the court from time to time, as circumstances may require, direct
ing the defendant to pay a certain ~um weekly, semimonthly, monthly, 01' as the circum
stances may permit, for a period nGt exceeding 2 years, to the wife or to the guardian, 
curator or custodian of the said minor child 01' children, or to an organization or individual 
approved by the eourt as trustee; and shall also have the power to release the defendant 
from custody on probation for the period so fixed, upon his or her entering into a 
recognizance, with or without surety, in such sum as the court or a judge thereof in vaca
tion, may order and approve. The condition of the recognizance shall he such that if 
tIle de.fendant shall make his or her personal appearance in court whenever ordered to do 
so, and shall further comply with the terms of such order of support, 0'1' of any subse
quent modification thereof, then such recognizance shall be void, otherwise of full force 
and effect. 

(5) SENTENOE. If the court be satisfied by information and due proof under oath, 
that at any time during' said period of two years the defendant has violated the term of 
such order, it may forthwith proceed with the trial of the defendant under the original 
charge, or sentence him or her under the original conviction, or enforce the suspended sen
tence, as the case may be. In case of forfeiture of recognizance, and enforcement thereof 
by execution, the sum recovered may, in the discretion of the court, be paid, in whole or in 
part, to the wife, or to the guardian, curator, custodian or trustee of the said minor child 
or children. 

(6) RULES OF EVIDENCE. No other 01' greater evidence shall be required to prove the 
marriage of such husband and wife, or that the defendant is the father 01' mother of such 
child or children, whether legitimate 01' illegitimate, than is 01' shall be required to prove 
such facts in a civil action. In no prosecution under this section shall any existing stat
ute 01' rule of law prohibiting the disclosure of confidential communications between hus
band and wife apply, and both husband and wife shall be competept and compellable wit
nesses to testify against each other to any and all relevant matters, including the fact of 
such marriage and the parentage of such child 01' children; provided, that neither shall be 
compelled to give evidence incriminating himself 01' herself, proof of the desertion of such 
wife, child 01' children in destitute 01' necessitous circumstances or of neglect or refusal to 
provide for the support and maintenance of such wife, cllild or children shall be prima 
facie evidence that such desertion, neglect or refusal is wilful. 

A Wi~consin court would not have juris- support his children during periods when the 
diction under 351.30 and 351.31 to penalize a latter were residing in another state with 
father residing in Wisconsin for failure to their mother. 39 Atty. Gen. 164. 

351.31 Jurisdiction and procedure. (1) The several county and municipal courts 
shall have concul'l'ent jurisdiction with the circuit courts of offenses arising under section 
351.30, and every such court Rhall be at all times open to hear, try and determine all cases 
arising' thereunder. Process may issue and proceedings be had for the arrest and exami
nation of offenders under the provisions of chapter 354. If, upon examination, the ac
cused shall be bound over or held for trial the court or officer who conducts the examina
tion shall forthwith transmit the record thereof to the circuit, county or municipal court 
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of the county in which the examination was held, and shall order the accused forthwith to 
appear before the court to which it has been held, there to stand trial. 

(2) The district attorney shall file an information against him as soon thereafter as 
pl'acticable, and the defendant shall be arraigned upon the same. If he pleads g'uilty sen
tence shall be immediately awarded; if a plea of not guilty be interposed a jury shall forth
with be impaneled and the defendant put upon trial, unless a continuance be granted for 
cause. If at the tilile a plea of not guilty is made there shall not be a regular panel of 
jurors in attendance upon such court the court shall order a special venire, commanding the 
sheriff t08ummoll the llumber of jurors therein ll!\med from the residents of the county 
qualified to serve as jurors in courts of record. Except as otherwise provided in this sec
tion the trial and all proceedings therein and subsequent thereto shall be, as neal' as may 
be, in conformity with the practice in the circuit courts in criminal cases, and the clerk of 
the circuit court of the county in which the trial is had shall act as clerk of the county court 
in all such cases tried therein, and shall receive the same fees as are allowed for like services 
in the circuit court. 

351.32 Children; cruel treatment; penalty. Every person who shall torture, t01" 
ment, or cruelly maltreat any child under the age of sixteen years, shall be punished by a 
fine of not more than five hundred dollars or by imprisonment in the county jail not more 
than six months, or by both fine and imprisonment. 

351.33 Indecent exposure. Any person who shall publicly expose his or her person, 
in an obscene or indecent manner shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 
thereof shall be punished by imprisonment in the county jail, not more than six months nor 
less than ten days, or by a fine not exceeding one hunch'eel dollars, nor less than one dollar, 
or both such fine and imprisonment in the discretion of the court; provicled, however, noth
ing herein containec1 shall be held to remit any penalty for offenses heretofore committed. 

351.34 Liberties with female child. Any male person over the age of eighteen years 
who shall take indecent or improper liberties with the person of a female under the age of 
Rixteen years, with or without her consent, without intending to commit rape on such fe
male, shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison not more than two years nol' 
less than one year or by imprisonment in the county jail not more than six months, or by 
fine not exceeding two hundred dollars. 

351.35 Keeping house of ill fame, etc. (1) Any person who shall keep a house or 
ill fame, resorted to for the purpose of prostitution or lewdness, or who shall set up or 
keep a common bawdyhouse or brothel, or who shall set up, maintain or operate, any place, 
structure, building or conveyance for the purpose of prostitution, le"clness or assignation, 
or who shall knowing'ly lease or let to another any place, conveyance, structure, house or 
other building or any room in any house or building for the purpose of being used as a 
house of ill fame, bawdyhouse 01' brothel or for purposes of prostitution, lewdness or 
assignation 01' knowing that it will be so used, or who shall receive, or offer or agree to 
receive any person into any place, structure, building or conveyance for the purpose of 
prostitution, lewdness or assignatjon, 01' shall permit any person to remain there for such 
purpose, shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison not more than three years 
nor less than one year, or by imprisonment in the county jail not more than one year nor 
less than six months, and when imprisoned in the county jail by a fine not exceeding five 
hundred dollars nor less than two hundred dollars; and, in either case, if the lessee of any 
such premises shall have been convicted under this section such lease shall be void, and 
thereupon the lessor shall have the like remedy to recover possession of such premises as 
against a tenant holding over his term. 

(2) Any person who shall resort to, frequent or become an inmate of any house of ill 
fame, common bawdyhouse, brothel, or other place, building, structure or conveyance used 
for purposes of prostitution, lewdness or assignation, shall be punished by imprisonment 
in the county jail not exceeding' ninety days or by fine of not more than one hundred dol-
lars nor less than ten dollars, or by both fine and imprisonment. . 

351.36 Proceedings on complaint. If any person shall make oath before any offi
cer authorized by law to issue a criminal warrant that he has g'ood reason to, and does, be
lieve that any house or other building is wilfully used as and for a house of ill fame for the 
purpose of prostitution and that persons resort to the same for that purpose, such officer, 
whether the names of such persons are known to the complainant or not, shall issue a war
rant commandinD' the sheriff, his deputy or any constable to enter such house or building 
and arrest all p:rsons who shall there be found under circllmstances which indicate that 
they have resorted thereto for the purpose of prostitution, anrl also the keeper of the same, 
ancI take into custody and keep the said persons and bring them before the said officer to 
be dealt with according to law; and any officer who may have such warrant shall have power, 
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if necessary, to break open doors for the purpose of executing the same, and may summon 
to his aid the power of the county. 

351.37 Use of animals for procreation. Any person who shall have charge or con
trol of any bovine, bull, jack or stallion and who shall negligently or wilfully allow the 
same to be used for the purpose of procreating in front, or in unobstructed view, of any 
dwelling house, street or public highwaY'shall be punished by fine of not more than twenty 
dollars nor less than ten dollars for each offense. 

351.38 Circulation of obscene boqks, etc. (1) Whoever imports, prints, publishes, 
exhibits, sells or distributes 01' has in possession or gives away any book or pamphlet, 
ballad, printed paper, moving picture or film or other thing containing obscene language, 
prints, pictures, figures or descriptions tending to the corruption of morals; or introduces 
into any family or school or buys, procures, receives or has in his possession any such 
thing either for the purpose of loan, sale, exhibition or circulation or giving away, or with 
intent to introduce the thing into any family or school shall be punished by imprisonment 
in the county jail not less than 3 months or more than one year or by imprisonment in 
the state prison not less than one year or more than 5 years or by a fine of not less than 
$100 or more than $5,000. 

(2) Any person who shall, in a public place, or on any fence 01' wall, 01' other 
surface, contiguous to the public street 01' highway, 01' on the floor, 01' ceiling, or on 
the inner or outer wall, closet, room, passage, hall, 01' any part of any hotel, inn, tavern, 
courthouse, church, school, station house, depot for freight or passengers, capitol or 
other buildings devoted or open to other or like public uses, or on the walls of any out
buildings, or other structure pertaining thereto, make or cause to pe made any obscene 
drawing, 01' picture, or obscene or indecent writing, or print, liable to be seen by others 
passing, or coming neal' the same, such person so offending, shall in every such case, be 
guilty of a felony, and, on conviction thereof, shall be punished by imprisonment in the 
county jail not less than 3 months or not more than one year or by. imprisonment in 
the state prison not less than one year or not more than 5 years or by fine not less 
than $100 or more than $5,000. 

(3) Any person or persons, who shall put up, in any public place, any indecent, 
lewd or obscene picture, moving picture 01' film, or character, representing the human 
form in a nude or seminude condition, or shall advertise by circulars or posters any 
indecent, lewd or immoral show, moving picture or film, play or representation, shall be 
deemed guilty of a felony, and, on conviction thereof, shall be punished by imprisonment 
in the county jail not less than 3 months or not more than one year or by imprisonment 
in the state prison not less than one year or not more than 5 years or by fine not less than 
$100 nor more than $5,000; provided that nothing in this act shall be construed as to 
interfere with purely scientific works, written on the subject of sexual physiology. 

(4) Any person who shall sell, lend, give away, or show, or shall have in his possession 
with intent to sell, give away, 01' show, or shall advertise or otherwise offer for loan, 
gift or distribution, any moving picture 01' fihn, book, pamphlet, magazine, newspaper, 
or other printed paper devoted principally to the pubFcation of criminal news, police 
reports, or accounts of criminal deeds, or pictures and stories of deeds of bloodshed, 
lust or crime, shall be guilty of a felony, and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished 
by imprisonment in the county jail not less than 3 months or not more than one year 
or by imprisonment in the state prison not less than one year or not more than 5 years 
or by fine of not less than $100 nor more than $5,000. 

(5) The publisher of any magazine, pamphlet, book 01' other publication published 
within this state or imported into this state which is the basis for a conviction of any 
person under this chapter in any court within this state, shall be barred from distributing 
any subsequent issues of the prohibited publication within this state for a period of at 
least 2 years. 

351.39 Sexual and venereal disea~es; advertising; treatment of; penalty. Any per
son who shall advertise in any manner, either in his own name or under the name of an
other person, firm or pretended firm, association, corporation or pretended corporation, in 
any newspaper, pamphlet, circular or other written 01' printed paper, the treatment and 
curing of venereal diseases, the restoration of "lost manhood" or who shall advertise in 
any manner that he is a specialist in diseases of the sexual organs or diseases caused by 
sexual weakness, self-abuse, or excessive sexual indulgence or in any diseases of a like na
ture or produced by like causes, or who shall advertise in any manner any medicine, drug, 
compound or any means whatever whereby sexual and venereal diseases of men and women 
may be cured or relieved 01' abortion or miscarriage produced, and the owner, publisher or 
manager of any newspaper who shall publish any such advertisement or permit or allow 
.any snch advertisement to be inserted and published in any newspaper owned or controlled 
by him or in which he has an interest, and any person, firm or corporation who shall sell, 
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offer for sale, keep for sale, give away or otherwise dispose of any newspaper, pamphlet, 
circular, or other written or printed paper containing any such advertisement, shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of not 
less than twenty-five nor more than one hundred dollars. 

351.40 Sodomy. Any person who shall commit sodomy, or the crime against na
ture, with mankind or beast shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison not more 
than five years nor less than one year. Said crime may be committed by the penetration 
of the mouth of any human being by the organ of any male person as well as by the pene
tration of the rectum; proof of emission shall not be required. 

351.41 Improper liberties. Any person who shall indecently assault and take im
proper liberties with the privates of any minor by the use of the hand, or who shall 
voluntarily permit the use of his own privates in such manner by any minor, shall be 
punished by imprisonment in the county jail not less than thirty days nor more than 
six months, or by imprisonment in the state prison not exceeding two years. 

351.42 Disinterment of dead. Any person, not lawfully authorized, who shall dig 
up, disinter, remove or convey away any human body 01' the remains thereof, or shall know
ingly aid in such disinterment, removal or conveying away, or any accessory thereto,' either 
before or after the fact, shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison not more 
than three years nor less than one year or in the county jail not more than one year, or 
by fine not exceeding five htmdred dollars. ' 

351.43' Public easement in cemetery. Any person who shall open or make any 
highway, town way or private way 01' shall construct any railroad, turnpike 01' canal or any
thing in the nature of a public easement over, through, in 01' upon such part of any in
closure, being the property of any town, city, village 01' religious society or of private pro
prietors, as may be used for the burial of the dead, unless an authority for that purpose 
shall be specially granted by law or unless the consent of such town, city, village, religious 
society or private proprietors, respectlvely,shall be first obtained, shall be punished by im
prisonment in the county jail not more than one year or by fine not exceeding three hun
dred dollars. 

[351.44 and 351.45 Stats. 1925 repealed by 1927 c. 473 s. 42b] 
[351.46 to 351.49 Stats.1931 repealed by 1933 c. 74] 

351.50 One day of rest in seven. (1) Every employer of labor, whether a person, 
partnership 01' corporation, who owns or operates any factory 01' mercantile establishment 
in this state, shall allow every person, except those specified in subsection (2), employed 
in such factory or mercantile establishment, at least twenty-four consecutive hours of 
rest in every seven consecutive days and shall not permit any such person to work for 
such employer during such twenty-foul' consecutive hour period, except in case of 
breakdown of machinery or equipment, 01' other emergency, requiring the immediate 
services of experienced and compe,tent labor to prevent serious injury to person, dam
age to property, or suspension of necessary operations, when such experienced and 
competent labor is not otherwise immediately available. This shall not authorize any 
work on Sunday not now authorized by law. 

(2) This section does not apply to: (1) Janitors; (2) watchmen; (3) persons employed 
in the manufacture of butter, cheese or other dairy products or in the distribution of milk 
or cream, or in canneries; (4) persons employed in bakeries, fiour and feed mills, hotels, 
and restaurants; (5)' employes whose duties include no work on Sunday other than (a) 
caring for live animals, (b) maintaining fires; (6) any labor called for by an emergency 
that could not reasonably have been anticipated. ' 

(3) Every employer shall keep a time book sho,ving' the names and addresses of all em
ployes and the hours worked by each of them in each day, and such time book shall be open 
to inspection by the industrial commission. ' 

(3m) If upon investigation, the industrial commission shall ascertain and determine 
that there be practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships in ca1'l'ying out the pl'Ovisions 
of this section, the commission may by general or special order make reasonable excep
tions tllel'efrom or modifications thereof provided that the life, health, safety and welfare 
of employes shall not be sacrificed or endangered thereby. Such investigation and orders 
shall be made pursuant to the proceedings in sections 101.01 to 101.28; and every order of 
the commission under this section shall 'have the same force and effect as the orders issued 
pursuant to said sections. Such orders shall be subject to review in the manner provided 
in chapter 227. 

(4) EvCl~y employer who violates any of the provisions of this section shall be pun
ished as provided in section 101.28. 
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351.51 Sunday pUblications lawful. (1) In any action to recover compensation for 
newspaper advertising, it shall be no defense that such advertising was published or printed 
in a newspaper, dated, Ininted or issued on the first day of the week. 

(2) In any action to recover compensation for labor performed on any newspaper, 
dated, published or issued on the first day of the week, it shall be no defense that such labor 
was performed on the first day of the week. 

351.52 Observers of other days. Any person who conscientiously believes that the 
seventh, or any other, day of the week ought to be observed as the Sabbath and who ac
tually refrains from secular. business and labor on that day may perform secular labor and 
business on the first day of the week unless he shall wilfully disturb thereby some other per
son or some religious assembly on said day. 

351.53 Disturbing meeting. Any person who shall at any time wilfully interrupt 
or molest any assembly or meeting' of people for religious worship or for other purposes, 
lawfully and peaceably assembled, shall be punished by fine not exceeding' fifty dollars 
nor less than five dollars. 

351.54 Traffic near religious meeting. Any person who shall sell any intoxicating 
liquor or other article of traffic within two miles of any camp meeting or other religious 
assembly, except at a regularly established store, tavern, grocery or other place of business 
which may have been licensed or established previously to such meeting or assembly, and 
not with.intent to evade the provisions of this section, or by permission of the person or 
persons in charge of such meeting shall be punished by fine not exceeding fifty dollars nor 
less than five dollars; and any intoxicating liquor or other article of traffic offered for sale 
in violation of this section shall be forfeited to the state to the amount of the fine and costs 
imposed for such violation, which shall beseized by th~ officer making the arrest of the of
fender and returned to the justice of the peace, who shall order the sale thereof for such 
purpose and a return of the residue to the owner. 

351.55 Misconduct on trains. (1) Any person who shall, in any street or railroad 
car, use or utter indecent, obscene or profane language in the hearing of passeng'ers or 
riotously or boisterously conduct himself to their annoyance, 01' who shall obtain any 
money or property from any person in such cal' by means of any game or device, or at
tempt so to do; shall be punished by fine not exceeding one hundred doll aI'S 01' by imprison
ment in the county jail not exceeding ninety days, or by both fine and impl'isonment. 

(2) Railroad conductors are hel'eby invested with the powers of shel'iffs or constables 
in regard to offenses under this section occurring upon trains 01' cars in thei!' chal'ge, and 
may al'l'est summal'ily and without process and detain any person violating any of its pro
visions until the car 01' train shall arrive at some usual stopping place, where an officer au
thorized to make al'l'ests may be, to whose custody he may deliver such offen del', with a 
written statement, specifying generally in what respect he has misbehaved; 01' if there be 
no such officer present to receive the offender the conductor may deliver him to the ticket or 
freight agent at such place, with such statement, who shall detain the offender in his cus
tody, and may exercise the power of a sheriff 01' constable in regal'd to persons chal'ged 
with crime in doing so until such officer may be obtained to take chal'ge of the offendel', to 
whom he shall be delivered, with such statement made by the conductor, and such officer 
shall take the pel'son so offending' into custody and fOl'thwith institute a complaint against 
him for such offense befol'e a justice of the peace in his county, and such justice shall have 
jurisdiction to try such offender and impose the punishment authorized by this section. 

A conductor is not rNluired to put an of- cliscretion in his choice of the place of ejec
fending passenger off the train at its first tion. Hotzel v. Simmons, 258 W 234, 45 NW 
usual stopping place, but may exercise some (2d) 683. 

351.56 Disorderly road houses. (1) In addition to all the offenses defined and de
scribed by this chapter, and to the penalties therein provided, it shall be unlawful for any 
person to OW11, keep, maintain, operate, conduct, establish, 01' attend 01' be present at any 
disorderly Toad honse or l'esort in this state. . 

(2) A disorderly road house or resort, within the purview of this section, is any build
ino', 1'0 om, or place whatsoever, outside the limits of any incorporated city or village, which 
is "'designec1, kept or used for the indisCliminate fr·equenting and commingling of the sexes 
for immoral plll'poses, or which is habitually usec1 or resorted to by persons fol' immoral 
plll'poses. This section does not apply to any bona fide hotel or inn. 

(3) The provisions of section 351.14 l'elative to evidence, procedlll'e and prosecution 
are hereby made applicable to the offense hereby created as are also the provisions of sec
tions 351.15 and 351.36, and any such disOl'derly road house or l'esol't as is herein defined 
and described may be shut up and abated as provided by law for the abatement of nui
sances and houses of ill fame. 

(4) Any person who violates any of the provisions of this section shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine not ex-
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ceeding one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding six 
months, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

351.57 Amusement places, license, regulation. (1) No person shall conduct any 
dance to which the public is admitted, or conduct, establish or manage any public dance 
hall or pavilion, amusement park, carnival, street fair, bathing beach or other like place of 
amusement in any- county in which the board of supervisors has adopted an ordinance 
or resolution or enacted by-laws in accordance with the provisions of subsection (9) of 
section 59.08 without first securing a license as provided therein. No person required to 
have such a license shall conduct a dance to which the public is admitted except in the 
presence and under the supervision of a county dance supervisor. 

(2) No person who is the proprietor of any dance hall or who conducts, manages or is 
in charge of any dance hall or pavilion "in this state; whether such dance hall or pavilion be 
licensed or not under the provisions of any local or county regulation, shall permit during 
any public dance held in such hall or pavilion the presence of intoxicatE)d persons in such 
dance 11all 01' on the premises on which such dance hall is situated, or the presence of any 
child of seventeen years of age or less who is not accompanied by his parent or lawful 
guardian. ._ 

(3) Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this section shall be pun
ished by a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars and not more than one thousand dollars, 
or by imprisonment for not less than thirty days in the county jail and not more than one 
year in the state prison, or by both such fine and imprisonment, and as an additional pen
alty thereto the eourt may revoke the license or licenses of the person or persons convicted. 

351.58 Public dances, minors. Any child of the age of sixteen years or less, who is 
not accompanied by his parent or lawful guardian, who shall frequent, attend or be pres
ent at any public dance, or shall wrongfully misrepresent his or h81' age, shall be guilty of 
a misdemeanor, and shall be punished according to the provisions of chapter 48, regarding 
delinquent children. 

351.59 Drunkenness in public place. Any person founclin any public place in such 
a state of intoxication as to disturb others, or unable, by reason of his condition, to care for 
his own safety or the safety of others, shall, upon conviction thereof, be punished by a fine 
not exceeding one hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jail ,for not wore than 
sixty days, or by both such fine and imprisonment; bilt this chapter shall not abridg'e the 
powers of towns, cities or villages .to enact ordinances for punishment of such offenses, 
nor be applicable to any city or village which has enacted an ordinance for the punishment 
of such offense. 

351.60 Intoxication and drinking in common carriers prohibited. (1) No person 
while intoxicated, shall enter or be on or remain upon, as a passenger, a train of a steam 
railroad, interurban railroad or a car of a street railway connecting any two or more cities 
in this state or any city in this state with a city or cities in any other state or any interurban 
motor bus. 

(2) No person shall publicly drink any intoxicating liquor as a beverage in any smok
ing car, parlor car or day coach of a steam railroad or interurban railroad, or cal' of a 
street railway or interurban motor bus included within the provisions of subsection (1), 
or give, or cause to be given, to any other person therein, intoxicating liquor as a beverage, 

[351.61 Stats. 1947 1'Mlumbel'eel section 354.47 by 1949 c. 631] 

351.62 Conductor, police power to enforce section 351.60. The conductor or opera
tor of any railway train or interurban motor bus may take from any person found violat
ing any of the provisions of section 351.60 any intoxicating liquor then in the possession 
of such person, and deliver the same to the nearest station agent, giving the person fro111 
whom it is taken a receipt therefor. Upon the presentation and surrender of such receipt, 
within ten days thereafter, such liquor sllall be delivered to the person presenting same, 
and if not so delivered within such time, shall be destroyed by such agent. 

351.63 Common carriers must enforce sections 351.60 to 351.62. Persons and cor
porations engaged wholly, or in part, in the business of carrying passengers for hire, their 
agents, servants or employes, who shall knowingly permit any person to drink any intoxi
cating liquol' as a beverage in any train of a steam railroad or interurban railroad or coach, 
or in any cal' of any street railway or interlU'ban motor bus included in the provisions of 
section 351.60, and any peri;lon violating' any other provisions of sections 351.60 to 351.63, 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be punished by a fine of not less 
than twenty-five dollars nor more than one hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the 
county jail for not less than thirty days, nor more than ninety days. 

351.64 Disorderly conduct at dances. Any person who shall use 01' utter indecent, 
obscene or profane language in the hearing' of others in any hall in which a public dance 
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is being held, or on the premises on which such dance hall is situated, or riotously or bois
terously conduct himself to the annoyance of others in such hall or on such premises, or be. 
guilty of any other disordel'ly conduct which shall disturb or tend to disturb those pl'esent 
at such dance shall be punished by fine not less than ten dollars nor exceeding one hundred 
dollars or by impl'isonment in the county jail not exceeding ninety days, or by both such 
fine and imprisonment. 

351.65 False :fire al:1l'm; destroying, removing, injuring or meddling with fire alarm 
systems. (1) It is unlawful fol' any pel'son to give, 01' cause to be gven a false fil'e 
alal'm, with intent to deceive any public official 01' employe, or to pull the level' of any fil'e 
signal box, except in accordance with regulations established for its use, or to tamper, 
meddle or to intel'fel'e in any way with such boxes, or any part thel'eof, or to cut, injure, 
break, deface or remove any of such boxes, or any of the wires or supports thel'eof con
nected with any part of any system; or to make any connection 01' communication there
with so as to interrupt or interfere with the proper working' of said systems, or witb 
evil intent. to injure, break or destroy .any macbinery or fixtures; cOIinected with said 
systems. Any person violating any provision of this subsection shall be punished by a 
fine of not more than $500, or by imprisonment for not more than one year, or by botb 
such fiue and imprisonment. 

(2) Any pel'son violating any provision of subsection (1) who has previously been 
convicted of violating any pl'ovision of subsection (1), and such prior conviction is 
unreversed, shall be imprisoned not less than one year nor more than 3 years, and shall ill 
addition be fined not less than $100 nor more than $500 for each offense. . 

, [351.66 Stats. 19411'epealecl by 1943 c. 179] 

351.66 Sexual psychopathic personality not a defense to criminal charge; excep
tion. ' The determination by the court that any person is a sexual psychopath as defined 
herein shall not in any case constitute a, defense to a charge of crime, nor relieve such 
person from liability to be tried upon a criminal charge, unless such person is in a con
dition of insanity, idiocy, imbecility or lunacy within the meaning of the statute relating 
to crime and criminal procedure, The term "sexual psychopath" as used in this sectio.n 
means any person suffering from such conditions of emotional instability or impul~Ive
ness of behavior, 01' lack of customary standards of good judgment, or failure to appreci
ate the consequences of his acts, 01' a combination of any such conditions, as to render 
such person irresponsible for his conduct with respect to sexual matters and thereby 
dangerous to himself and to other persons. 

History; 1951 c. 542. 


