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142.01 Public patients. (1) A person having a legal settlement in any county in 
'this state who is crippled or ailing and whose condition can probably be remedied 01' 

advantageously treated, if he or the person liable for his support is financially unable 
to provide proper treatment, may be treated at the Wisconsin general hospital or the 
Wisconsin orthopedic hospital for children at Madisol1 or in such other hospital or 
rehabilitation camp as the county judge shall direct, except that when the person to be 
treated, or his guardian if he be under guardianship, shall select that such treatment be 
at the said Wisconsin general hospital or the said Wisconsin orthopedic hospital or reha
bilitation camp, the hospital or rehabilitation camp of his selection shall be the place of 
treatment; provided that the right of such selection shall not exist in counties having a 
population of 500,000 or more. 

(2) Before a child under twenty-one years of age requiring' orthopedic or plastic 
surgery or care is treated at the Wisconsin orthopedic hospital for children, application 
for approval for admission to the hospital shall first be submitted to the bureau for 
handicapped children of the state department of public instruction. 

Under 142.02 and 142.04, county judge cost to the county of such hospital care and 
may not commit afflicted person to Wiscon- maintenance. Under 46.10 (1) and (2) the 
sin general hospital unless such person has state department of public welfare ill the 
legal settlement in the county. 40 Atty. Gen. sole collecting agency. Contract by patient 
78. with county for reimbursement of county is 

See note to 49.10, citing 40 Atty. Gen. 380. unenforceable for lack of consideration. 
See note to 49.40, citing 41 Atty. Gen. 52. Towns, cities, and villages may not legally 
County (with exception of Milwaukee contract with county to accept charge-backs 

county) may not recover from patient sent by county for hospitalization under ch. 142. 
to 'Wisconsin general hospital under ch. 142, 45 Atty. Gen. 104. 
or from his responsible relatives, the net 

142.02 Application. When the case of such person shall come to the notice of a 
sheriff, county supervisor, town clerk, health officer, health nurse, poor commissioner, po
liceman, physician or surgeon, or any public official, he shall and any teacher, priest or min
ister may, file with the county judge of the county wherein such afflicted person has a legal 
settlement an application for such treatment at such hospital. 

142.03 Investigation. (1) The application shall contain a full statement of the 
financial situation of the person and a general statement of his physical condition, and 
shall be verified. The county judge, or any person he designates, shall make investigation 
and the supervisor for the town, village or ward of the legal settlement of the person shall 
supply to the county judge, on request all material information within his knowledge and 
no compensation or expense shall be paid or allowed by the county to any supervisor 
supplying such material information. Whenever an application is submitted to a county 
judge for hospitalization of a crippled child at the Wisconsin orthopedic hospital for 
children under section 142.02, the judge shall submit a request for approval on blanks, 
supplied for the purpose, to the bureau for handicapped children of the state depart
ment of public instruction. The bureau for handicapped children shall report its ap
proval of the request to the county judge and to the Wisconsin orthopedic hospital for 
children. It shaH also send notice to the county judge as to wIlen the hospital can admit 
the child. 

(2) The judge, if satisfied that the required facts exist, shall appoint a physician per
sonally to examine the person. The physician shall make a verified report in writing, 
within such time as the county judge shall direct, setting forth the nature and history of 
the case, and such other information as will be likely to aid in its treatment, and giving 
his opinion whether the condition of the person can probably be remedied, or should be 
treated, at a hospital, and whether the person can receive adequate treatment in the 
county, at home or in a hospital, and any inf0l1llation within the knowledge of the physi
cian relative to his financial situation. The physician shall be paid by the county, $5, and 
actual and necessary expenses. In the case of a crippled person for whom recommenda
tion has been made for hospital treatment, by a recognized orthopedic surgeon, such 
recommendation may be accepted by the county judge as a reason for commitment of the 
crippled person to the designated or select eel hospital. 
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(3) (a) Adequate treatment for a crippled person means that treatment which is 
given in a hospital which maintains a resident 01' visiting surgeon who devotes full time 
to the practice of orthopedic surgery, and the operative treatment given crippled persons 
in such hospital shall be performed by an orthopedic surgeon. 
, (b) A crippled person for the purpose of this chapter means one who has some physi

cal defect such as affections of the joints, affections of the bones, disturbances of the neuro
muscular mechanism, congenital defOl'mities, static and other acquired deformities, that 
may be corrected or improved by orthopedic surgery or other special surgical and medical 
care. 

(c) In the case of a crippled person under twenty-one years of age who has been com
mitted to any hospital for treatment, such hospital on discharge of the patient shall make 
a report to the crippled children division of the state department of public instruction, 
stating the name, age and address of the child, name of his father 01' guardian, description 
of his disability, treatment given, recommendation for after-care, and such other informa
tion as said department may require. 

(4) The faculty of the medical school of the- university shall prepare blanks for ex
amining physicians. Such blanks shall be printed by the university, and mailed to each 
county judge upon request. Physicians shall report in dUl?licate on said blanks, and if 
the application is granted one copy shall be sent to the hOspItal. 

History: 1951 c. 55. 

142.04 Findings and order. If the county judge shall be satisfied that the required 
facts exist and that the person should be treated at the Wisconsin genel'al 'hospital; 01' at 
the Wisconsin orthopedic hospital for children, or if the person to be treated, or his 
guardian if he be under guardianship, selects either of said hospitals as the place of treat
ment, he shall so find and enter an order so directing except as provided in section 142.01 
(2) ; provided, that patients shall not be certified l at joint county and state expense,' as 
provided in section 142.08, in anyone fiscal year' from any county in which there is a 
hospital to the Wisconsin general hospital, in excess of 2 persons pel' 1,000 of the popu
lation or major fraction thereof in such county according to the last federal census. Pa
tients certified to the Wisconsin general hospital in excess of the above quota in any year 
shall be maintained wholly at county expense. This limitation shall not apply to patients 
certified to the Wisconsin orthopedic hospital for children nor to counties in which there 
is no hospital. If he find the required facts and that the person can receive adequate 
treatment at home or in a hospital, at the same 01' less expense to the county, and the 
person to be treated shall not 'make the selection aforesaid, he shall enter an order direct
ing' such treatment, the place thereof, and the physician or physicians. If the county judge 
is not so satisfied, he may make further investigation. If the county judge does not find 
the required facts, he shall enter an order denying the application. If the county judge 
denies the application of a child under 21 years, applying for care at the Wisconsin ortho
pedic hospital, he shall report his findings to the bureau for handicapped children of the 
state department of public instruction. Upon granting the application, he shall ascertain 
from the superintendent of the hospital whether the person can be received as a patient, 
and if he can the county judge shall certify his order to the hospital and to the county 
clei'k, The procedure for admission of children under 21 years into the Wisconsinortho
pedic hospital is governed by section 142.03 (1). 

History: 1951 c. 55. 

142.05 Oonveyance to hospital. (1) If the patient is unable to bear his expense to 
the place of treatment, and the county judge shall so order, the county treasurer shall ad
vance to the patient the necessary transportation and expenses out of the county treasury. 
Likewise, upon the patient's discharge from the place of treatment, the county judge may 
order transportation and expenses for the patient's return to his . residence. If the pa
tient is unable to travel alone to the place of treatment, the county judge may appoint a 
suitable person to accompany him, and such person shall receive actual and n,ecessary ex
penses, and, if not a salaried officer, a per diem of $S per day going and returning; and 
the same shall be paid by the county. , 

(2) If at the time of commitment the county judge is satisfied that the patient is 
unable to bear the expense of returning to his residence or that he will not be able to 
l'e.turn alone, he may authorize the hospital to pay such transportation and expense and 
:way appoint a suitable person to accompany the patient and authorize the hospital to pay 
the actual and necessary expenses of such person and the per ,diew. provided for in sub
section (1). Any hospital making such payments shall be reimpu~'sed by the county. 

(3) In the case of crippled children to be admitted to the Wisconsin orthopedic hos
pital for children or any other hospital th\l county judge may apply fOl'aid to the bureau 
for handicapped children, state department of public instruction, for cost of transporta
tion not to exceed railroad 01' bllS fare. and necessary taxi service for such patients, and 



142.06 WISCONSIN GENERAL HOSPITAL 2222 

any necessary attendant, if the parents or g'uardians are financially unable to pay such 
costs. If approval is granted by the bureau for handicapped children, state department 
of public instruction, reimbursement will be made to the county for :Lunds so expended. 

Histol'Y: 1951 c. 55. 

142.06 Discharge of patients. When the superintendent of the hospital 01' the at. 
tending physician is of the opinion that a county patient is cured, 01' no longer needs treat. 
ment, or cannot benefit thereby, he shall discharge the patient. ~-'he county judge in case 
of treatment in the county may discharge the patient whenever he is satisfied as to said 
facts. If the patient is unable to travel alone, and provision therefor has not been made 
under section 142.05, the superintendent or physician shall notify the county judge who 
shall appoint some suitable person to bring the patient back. Such person shall receive 
expenses and compensation as provided in section 142.05. 

142.07 Hospital charges. (1) The Wisconsin general hospital shall treat patients 
so admitted at rates based on actual cost as determined by the board of regents of the 
university, but not in excess of $5.90 per day for each certified patient; provided, that 
the rate of $5.90 per day set forth herein may be increased by order of the emergency 
board when deemed necessary to meet rising costs of operation. Payments made by such 
patients shall be credited to their accOlmt. A patient may be admitted without certificate, 
but the cost of his care shall not be a joint charge ag'ainst the state and county wherein he 
has a legal settlement, except when such patient is admitted in an emergency pending 
l\ction of the county judge. If the county judge grants the application the charges against 
state and such county shall date from his admission, An emergency shall include cases 
where, by reason of unforeseen physical conditions, a patient is detained in the hospital 
longer than anticipated and is thereby financially unable to bear the expense of treatment. 

(1m) (a) The Wisconsin orthopedic hospital for children shall treat patients so 
admitted at mtes based on actual cost as determined by the board of regents of the uni
versity, but not in excess of $5.20 per day for each certified patient. The rate of $5.20 per 
day set forth herein may be increased by order of the emergency board when deemed 
necessary to meet rising costs of operation. If the parents or guardian of the IJatient is 
able to pay the cost of hospitalization, he may be admitted without certificate, but the 
cost of his care shall not be a joint charge against the state and county wherein he has a 
legal settlement. In an emergency patients may bel admitted without a certificate pending 
action of the county judge and of the bureau for handicapped children of the state de
IJartment of public instruction. When the county judge certifies the application which 
has been approved by the bueau for handicapped children the charges against the state 
and the county shall date from his admission. For the pm;pose of this subsection an 
emergency case is one in which the physician in charge of the child believes that a delay 
in treatment is contrary to the best interests of the child. When it is not possible to 
obtain a report from the physician in charge of the child, an emergency may be determined 
by the physician in charge of admissions at the Wisconsin orthopedic hospital for 
children. 

(b) Indian children whose orthopedic hospital care is to be paid from funds granted 
the office of InC\ian affair$, United States department of interior, shall be admitted to the 
Wisconsin orthopedic hospital for children or the Wisconsin general hospital at the same 
rates as are charged for children hospitalized through .application to the county judge. 
The procedure for .admission of such Indian children shall be identical to the procedure 
for children admitted to the Wisconsin orthopedic hospital for children upon application 
to the county judge. 

(2) No compensation shall be charged against or received from any patient by any 
officer of or person employed by the hospital other than the compensation provided by the 
board of regents of the universifiy. 

History: 1951 c. 55. 

142.08 Reports; payment of charges. (1) The net cost of caring for a patient 
certified, within the quota fixed for any county by section 142.04, to the Wisconsin general 
hospital shall be paid one-half by the state and one-half by the county of his legal set: 
tlement. The cost of caring for a patient certified to the Wisconsin general hospital from 
any county in eX;cess of the quota fixed for said county by section 142.04 shall ,be

c 
paid 

entirely by the Gounty of legal settleme.nt. ." . . . . 
'. (1m) One-half of the net·cost of c!U'lng for a patIent certIfied to the Wisconsm ortho. 

pedic hospital for childr~n shall be paid ~y t~e state on~ one-half by th,e county of his 
legal settlement .. At th~ hme that.thl'! ap;pllCatlO~ for admIttance ofa patIent to the Wis~ 
consin orthopedIC hospItal for chIldren IS submIttec1to the bureau for handicapped chil.:. 
dren, the county judge shall inlliude a statement regarding the financial status of the 
parents 01' guardian and an agreement signed by the parents 01' guardian as to the amount 
of money which the parents 01' gua.rdian will contribute toward the child's care in the 
hospital. All money so collected by the county judge or the Wisconsin orthopedic hospital 
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for children from parents or guardians shall be transmitted to the bureau for handi
capped children of the state department of public instruction, to be deposited in the 
general fund. One-half of the amount received for each patient admitted through certi
fication of the county judge for care at the ·Wisconsin orthopedic hospital for children, 
shall be credited to the county on the account of each such patient. Financial arrange
ments for hospital care of children admitted by the county judge shall be made with 
parents or guardians of such children only by the county judge, or by an agent designated 
by him, or by the bureau for handicapped children of the state department of public in
struction, with the knowledge of the county judge. 

(2) The board of regents of the university shall file a verified monthly report with 
the director of budget and accounts, containing an itemized statement of the account 
against each such patient, naming the county. The director of budget and accounts shall 
audit the same and issue a credit to the appropriation made by s. 20.830 (61) for the 
propel' amount. 

(3) On or before October first in each year the board of regents shall file with the 
director of budget and accounts a statement setting forth in detail the account of each 
certified patient during the fiscal year ended on June thirtieth next preceding. 

(4) The secretary of state, upon information certified to him by the director of budget 
and accounts, shall thereupon certify to each county one-half the amount paid by the 
state for each such patient from that county certified to the Wisconsin orthopedic hospital 
for children, less half the amount which has previously been deposited in the general fund 
by the bureau for handicapped children of the state department of public instruction, 
from amounts received for the care of such children in such hospital; and one-half the 
amount paid by the state for each patient certified to the Wisconsin general hospital within 
the quota for the county, and the full amount paid by the state for each such patient cer
tified in excess of the quota for that county to the Wisconsin general hospital, these 
amounts to be certified, levied and collected with the general state taxes; provided, that 
the amount to be certified and levied shall be certified and levied according to the pro
visions of this subsection. 

(5) The expense of treatment of patients in other hospit.als under this chapter shall 
be paid by the county treasurer upon certificate of the county judge, who shall be satisfied 
as to the cOlTectness and reasonableness thereof. 

(6) All co-operative arrangements regarding the hospitalization of children admitted 
to Wisconsin orthopedic hospital for children which are carried on by the Wisconsin 
orthopedic hospital for children and the bureau for handicapped children, state depart
ment of public instruction, shall be carried on pursuant to a written agreement made 
between the hospital and the bureau. 

History; 1951 c. 55; 1951 c. 319 s. 214. 

142.09 Soldiers preferred patients. In admitting patients to the hospital, prefer" 
ence shall be given to honombly discharged veterans of any of the wars of the United 
States 01' who is otherwise eligible for benefits from the department of veterans' affairs. 
Preference is hereby defined to mean that whenever the superintendent of the hospital 
is notified that the applicant is such a veteran, such veteran shall be the next person so 
admitted to the hospital, except in case of an emergeney. 

Hist01'YI 1955 c. 601. 

142.10 War veteran's privileges. Any honorably discharged veteran of any war 
of the United States 01' who is otherwise eligible for benefits from the department of vet
erans' affairs shall he permitted to enter the Wisconsin general hospital and obtain all 
eare including professional service at the clinie cost rate. A veteran who does not carry 
any hospitalization insurance shall be admitted at one half the clinic cost rate. A veteran 
who has partial hospital insurance coverage shall not be charged any sum in excess of the 
insurance proceeds except that if sueh proceeds do not equal one half of the clinie cost 
rate, the veteran shall pay the balance. Such veteran must have been a resident of this 
state for not less than 5 yeaJ.'s next immediately preceding his application for admittance. 
If such veteran does not eleci! to be admitted to said hospital on the clinic cost basis he 
shall in any event when admitted as a private patient paying his own professional fee, 
be entitled to a hospital bed at a room charge of not to exceed one-half the reg'ular room 
charge if he has no hospitaIization insurance or partial insurance coverage which covers 
not to exceed one half the chargefol' suah hospital-room charge, which charge shall cover 
blood transfusions and special ni11'ses when necessary, X-rays, special labora,tory proce
dm'es, anesthetics, operating room fees or any other items normally charged additional to 
room charges for private patients. The changes made by this a.menc1ment (1957) shall not 
affect the charges payable by any such. veteran who is hospitalized in the Wisconsin gen
eral hospital on August 11, 1957. ' 

History: 1955 c. 601; 1957 c. 507. 




