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341.01 Words and phrases defined. Words and phrases defined in S", 340;01 are 
used in the same sense in this chapter unless a'different definition: IS specifically providec1. 

,341.04 Penalty for operating unregis~~J,'ed ,01' improperly registered vehicle.', (1) 
It is unlawful for any person to ,operate ,or for an owner to ~onsent to being :operated op
any highway of this state any motor vehicle, mobile home, trailer ,or, semitrailer or any 
other vehicle for which a registration fee is specifically prescribed up-Ie,ss at the time of 
opei'ation the vehicle in question either is registered in this state or isexenlPt from regis
tration. 

, (a) A vehic~e l~lay be ope~'atedby a,private person within 'a, period, of 15 qay:> after 
the date of purchasll. of suc,h vehicle by such private person, qr within ii, period of 15 
days after the date sl;lch person moved ~o this state if application for registrationall<l 
certificate of title has been made. , " , , , 

'(b ) All vehicles subjeettQ ~'enewal qf registration may be operatedwitllOut display~ 
ing cID'rent registration for a period of 15 days following the date of expil'ation, pro-
vided that applicatiolf for, reregistration has peen made. , ' " " 
. (2) Unless appli~ation for reregistration has been made as required, by s. 341.32, it 
IS unlawful for any person to operate 01' for the owner to consent to being' operated on 
any highway of this state any registered vehicle the constrnction or use of w,hich hi,ls been 
chang-edso as to make the \rehicle subject to a higher fee than the fee at which it cur).'ently 
is registered or which is: c!\l'l~ing it greater ioadthan that permitted under 'the ~UlTent 
registration. , ' , , ' " ' ' " ' ' , ', ' ' 

(3) Arty person Violatiligsubs.' ,(1) 01'(2) may; be finednQt more than $200 or iril
prisoned not more thail 6 months 01; both: In addition to imposiI\g the penalty, the court 
shall order the offender to make application fOt registration ,oi' reregistration and to pay 
the fee therefor. 

History. 1961 c. 662. 
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341.05 When vehicles exempt from registration. A vehicle, even though operated 
upon a highway of this state, is exempt from registration when such vehicle: 

(1) Is operated in accordance with the provisions relating to registration of dealers, 
distributors, manufacturers, transporters or finance companies; or 

(2) Is operated in accordance with the provisions exempting' nonresident or foreign
registered vehicles from registration; or 

(6) Is operated exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks or propelled by the use 
of electricity obtained from overhead trolley structures; or 

(7) Is a farm tractor used exclusively in agricultural operations, including threshing, 
or used exclusively to provide power to drive other machinery, or to transport from job 
to job machinery driven by such tractor; or 

(8) Is a trailer or semitrailer consisting of a farm machine or implement with a gross 
weight of not more than 12,000 pounds and is used as an implement of husbandry in farm 
operations; or 

(9) Is a trailer or semitrailer used exclusively for the transportation of farm ma
chinery, implements, produce or supplies on a farm or between farms; or 

(10) Is a farm trailer with a gross weight of not more than 8,000 pounds and used 
as a, farm trailer; or 

(11) Is a trailer or semitrailer permanently equipped with a well-drilling outfit or 
designed for moving pea viners and used exclusively for either of such purposes; or 

(12) Is a fork-lift truck or a trailer which is used principally off the highway; or 

, (13) Is a trailer or semitrailer having a gross weight of 3,000 pounds or less and not 
used for hire; or 

(14) Is a trailer 01' semitrailer not operated in conjunction with a motor vehicle; or 
(14m) Is a new motor vehicle being' operated only across a highway from point of 

manufacture or assembly. 
(15) Is a motor vehicle being towed, except when the person operating the vehicle 

supplying the motive power is a transporter he must be registered as a transporter; 01' 

(16) Is a piece of road machinery. 
(17) Is an implement of husbandry. 

History: 1961 c. 662. 

341.06 Optional registration. (1) The department shall register the following ve
hicles upon propel' a,pplication therefor and payment of the require<i fee even though 
such vehicles may be exempt from registration: 

(a) A trailer or semitrailer having a gross weight of 3,000 pounds or less and not used 
for hire. The registration fee charged shall be the same as if the trailer or semitrailer 
were to be used for hire. 

(b) A vehicle owned by a nonresident and which would be subject to registration if 
owned by a resident. The registration fee charged shall be the same as if the vehicle 
were owned by a resident. 

(2) A vehicle registered under authority of this section is not on that account exempt 
from any property tax which would be payable in the absence of such registration. 

341.07 Certain vehicles to be registered by resident lessee. (1) If a motor truck 
or truck tractor is to be operated in this state under authority of a commOn carrier certifi
cate 01' contract carrier license issued by the public service commission to a resident of 
this state, including a Wisconsin corporation, and such operation is in accordance with a 
lease 01' operating agreement with the owner of the motor truck or truck tractor or other 
person authorized to enter into such lease or operating agreement, the certificated 01' 

licensed calTier shall register such motor truck or truck tractor in this state unless it has 
been so registered by the owner. This section applies even though the motor truck or 
truck tractor is owned by a nonresident. 

(2) If a motor truck 01' truck tractor is operated by 01' with the consent of such certif
icated 01' licensed carrier on any highway of this state when such vehicle is not registered 
in this state 01' when such vehicle is required by s. 341.04 (2) to be re-registered, such car
rier is subject to the penalty provide<i in s. 341.04 (3). The court, in addition to imposing 
the penalty, shall order the caITier to make application for registration or reregistration 
and to pay the fee therefor . 

. (3) This section does not affect the interchange of trailers and semitrailers as author
ized by s. 341.41 (4). 
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341.08 Application for registration. (1) Application for original registration and 
for renewal of registration shall be made to the department upon forms prescribed by it 
and shall be accompanied by the required fee. 

(2) Applications for original registration of a vehicle shall contain the following 
information: 

(a) The name of the owner. 
(b) The name of the town, city or village in which the owner resides and, if the owner 

resides in a city of the first or second class, his true residential or business address. 
(c) A description of the vehicle, including make, model, identifying number and any 

other information which the department may reasonably require for proper identification 
of the vehicle. 

(d) The city, village or town in which the vehicle is kept. 
(e) Such further information as the department may reasonably require to enable 

it to determine whether the vehicle is by la.w entitled to registration or to enable it to 
determine the proper registration fee for the vehicle. 

(3) The department may accept an application and complete reg'istration of a vehicle 
when the evidence of ownership is held by a nonresident lienholder or for other reason is 
not imrilediately available and the department is satisfied as to ownership of the vehicle, 
No certificate of title shall be issued by the department until the outstanding evidence of 
ownership is surrendered to the department. The title fee shall be collected at the time 
of registration and retained even though certificate of title is not issued. 

(4) Applications for renewal of registration shall contain the information required 
in sub. (2) for original applications or such parts thereof as the department deems neces
sary to assure the proper registration of the vehicle, The department may require that 
applications for renewal of registration be accompanied by the certificate of title issued 
for the vehicle. 

(5) The department shall supply the several county clerks with blank application 
forms for original registration of vehicles. 

(6) If the applicant for a certificate of registration is under 18 years of age, the ap
plication shall be accompanied by a statement verified before a person authorized to ad
minister oaths and made and signed by the applicant's father if he has custody of the 
applicant; or if the father does not have custody, then by the mother if she has custody; 
or if neither parent has custody, then by the person or guardian having such custody, 
setting forth that the applicant has the consent of such person or guardian to register 
such vehicle in the applicant's name. The signature on such statement shall not impute 
any liability for the negligence or misconduct of the applicant while operating such motor 
vehicle on the highways, .Any person who violates this section may be fined not more tha.n 
$200 or imprisoned not more than 6 months or both. 

341.09 Temporary operation permits. (1) The department may issue a temporary 
operation permit for an unregistered vehicle under any of the circumstances set forth 
in this section. Such permits shall contain the date of expiration and sufficient informa
tion to identify the vehicle for which an'd the person to whom it is issued. 

(2) Upon request therefor by a person who has made application for registration and 
paid the registration fee, the depa~rtment shall issue to him without charge a tempora.ry 
operation permit if it appears that he would otherwise be unable to lawfully operate his 
vehiclj:l pending receipt by him of his registration plates. Such permit expires on the 
15th day from the date of issuance. 

(3) Upon application therefor to the commissioner by a person engaged in the active 
military service of the United States or its allies and upon satisfactory proof of the active 
military status of the applicant and of a furlough granted to him the commissioner shall 
issue to the applicant without charge a temporary operation permit which authorizes the 
applicant to operate his own or any other vehicle designated by him without registration 
of such vehicle. Such permit is valid only while the applicant is on furlough and for a 
period not to exceed 30 days. 

341.10 Grounds for refusing registration. The department shall refuse registration 
of a vehicle under the following circumstances: 

(1) The required fee has not been paid; or 
(2) The applicant has failed to furnish the information or documents required by law 

or by the department pursuant to authority of law; or 
(3) A certificate of title is a prerequisite to registration of the vehicle and the appli

cant does not hold a valid certificate of title and is not entitled to the issuance of a certifi
cate of title; or 



M1.11 REGISTRATION OF VEHICLES' 3616 

(4) The applicant has had his registration suspended or revoked and such suspension 
or revocation still is in effect; or 

(5) The vehicle is exempt from registration underthis chapter and voluntary registrar 
tion of the vehicle is not expressly authorized. 

341.11 Contents, issuance and display of certificate of registration; issuance of 
duplicate certificate. (1) Except as provided in sub. (2) the department upon regis
tering a vehicle shall issue and deliver to the owner a certificate of registration. The certif
icateshaU' contain the .name, residence alid address of the owner, a brief description of 
t~e vehicle, the ;registration number assigned and the date of expiration of registration. 
The certificate shall be in such form arid may contain such additional information as the 
department deems advisable . 

. . (2) Whenever a certificate' of registration is. issued upon registration of a motor 
truck or truck. tractor by a certificated or licensed carrier in accordance with s. 341.07, 
the certificate shall show that the vehicle is registereq in the nallle of •... . ... , owner, 
. . .. . ... , lessee, and shall be delivered to the applicant. 

(3) The department shall issue a duplicate certificate of registration upon application 
therefor by any.person in whose name the vehicle is registered and upon payment of a fee 
of 25 cents. 

(4) !Ii the case of motor trucks; motor busses, truck tractors and road tractors, the 
certificate of registration must be displayed in a prominent place in the driver's compart
ment of the .vehicle to which the ce:rtificate refers. Any person who operates and any 
person in whose nallle the vehicle is registered who consents to the operation of any such 
vehicle without the certificate. of registration being so displayed may be fined not more than 
$200 or imprisoned not more than. 6 months or both~ 

341.12 Design, procurement and issuance of registration plates. (1) The depart
ment upon registering a vehicle pursuant to s. 341.25 or 341.30 shall issue and deliver 
prepaid to the applicant 2 registration plates for an automobile, motor ·truck, motor bus, 
school bus or self-propelled mobile home and one plate for other vehicles. The depart
ment upon registering a vehicle pursuant to any other section shall issue one plate unless 
it believes that 2 plates will better serve the interests of law enforcement. 

: (2) The department shall purchase plates from the state prison at Waupun unless 
othet'wise approved by the governor. Subject to any specific requirements which may be 
imposed by statute, the department shall determine the size, 'color and design of regis
tration plates with a view toward making them visible evidence of the period for which 
the. vehicle is registered and the fee class into which the vehicle falls as well as making 
them a ready llieims of identifying the specific vehicle or owner for which the plates were 
issued. 

(3}All registration plates shall have qisplay~d upon them the following: 
(a) The r.egistration number or letters assigned to the vehicle or owner. 
(J~) ,The name "Wisconsin" or abbreviation "Wis". . . 
(c) An indicatioIl of the period for which the specific plate is issued or the date of 

expiration of registration. . . . 

.. 341.13 ! Ad'ditionai specifications for design of certain plates. (1) In addition to 
the matterspecjfied in s.341.12 (3), registration plates for automobiles registered pur
SUallt to the monthly series system shall comply with the following specifications: 

(a) The words "America's Dairyland" shall be displayed across the lower' portion 
of the plate. . 

(h). A 3-1etter abbreviation for the 'month of registration and the year of registration 
slw,ll be displayed in symbols .not less than three-fourths inch high . 

. (c) .The name or abbreviation of the state shall be displayed on the plate. 
Cd) T.he registration number, including the prefix which may consist of one or more 

letters,· shall be located prominently in the center of the plate and shall he at least 3 
inches high and of a clearly distinguishable design. 

(e) There shall be 2 slots in the plate, one near each end or side of the year llesigna
tion, an.d so designeG. as to permit· the insert~on of a tag showing a succeeding annual 
registration. . . .' . . . 

(2) In addition to the matter specified in s. 341.12 (3), the registr&.tlon plates for a 
vehicle ~egistered on the l;>asis of gross weight shall bear a distinguishing letter or letters 
to indicate the weight Classihto which the vehicle falls; 

(3) In lieu of issuing new plates :npon each renewal of registl'ation of a vehicle, the 
depa,rtnient may issue .insert tags or decals to indicate the period of registration .. Such 
tags 01' decals are to be pi'ovided by the department and used only to the extent that out
standing plates a;re in suitable condition for further usage. 
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341.14 Application for ~nd issuance of special plates .. The department shall issue 
special plates as specified in this section un.der the following circumstances: 

(1) Whenever any resident of this state who is registel'ing or has registered his auto
mobile' submits a statement from a' physician duly licensed to practice . medicine in this 
state certifying to the department that he is disabled by paraplegia or from the U.S. vet
erans administration certifying to thedeparhnen,t; thllt by reason of injuries sustained 
while in the wartime military service of the United States he is disabled by amputation 
of leg, foot, both hands or if he is disab~ed by loss of use of a leg, footor both hands, min
imum fanlty vision of 20/200 or other condition certified to by the veterans administration 
resulting in an equal degree of disability (specifying the particular condition) so as not 
to be able to get about without great. difficulty, the depa~·tmllnt shall procure, issue and 
deliver to him, plates of a special design in lieu of the plates which ordinarily would be 
issued for the automobile. The plates shall he so designed as to readily apprise law en
forcement officers of the fact that the automobile is owned by a disabled person and is 
entitilld to the parking privileges specified in s. 346.50 (2). :r;;fo charge in. addition to the 
registration fee shall be made for the issuance of such plates. 

(2) Upon (lompliance with the la)vs relating tOregistr~ti~n of moto~'vehicles, .includ
ing payment of the prescribed fee plus an additional fee of $1. accompa~lied by an 
a.pplication showing satisfactory proof that the applicant is the holder of. up. unexpired 
amateur radio station license issued by the federal communications commission and that 
all necessary transmitting and receiving equipment has beeu installed in the vehicle, the 
department .shall issue registration plates on which, in Heu of the usual registration num
ber, shall be inscribed in large legible form the call letters of such appli~ant as assigned, 
by the federal communications commission. 

(3) Upon request therefor by the state or a county or municipality which is regis
tering a vehicle owned by it an'dto be used in law enforcement work, .the :departmentshall 
issue the same type of registration plate as it would issue for a privately-owned vehicle 
of the same type in lieu of the type of plat.e it ordinarily would. issue for a vehicle owned 
by the state or by a comity or municipality. This subsection does not affect the registra
tion fee to be charged ... 

(4) For antique motor vehicles as specified in s. 341.265. 
History' 1961 c. 20. 

341.15 Display of registration plates. (1) Whenever 2 regist~'ation plates are is
sue<;l for a vehicle, one stIch plate shall be attached' to .the . ~ront and' one to the rear of 
the vehicle. Whenever only one registration plate is issued; tl;1e plate shall be attached 
to the front, if the vehicle is Ii truck tractor or road ti-actorj 'otherwise,it shall bEl attached 
to the. rear. 

(2) Registration plates shall be attached firmly and rigidly i~ a horizontal position 
and conspicuous place. The plates shall at all times be maintained in a legible condition 
and shall be so displayed that they can be readily and distinctly seen and readr Any peace 
officer may require the operator of any vehicle on which plates are not properly displayed 
to display such plates as required by this section. 

(3) Any of the following may be fine'd not more than $200 or imprisoned not more 
than 6. months or both: 

(a) A person who operates a vehicle for which current registration plate or insert 
tag has been issued, witho)1t such plate or tag being attached. to. the vehicle, . except when 
such vehicle is being operated pursuant to a temporary operation permit; . 

(b) A person who' operates a vehicle with a registration plate attached in a non-rigid 
or non-horizontal manner orin an inconspicuous place so·as to make it difficult to see 
and read the plate; . 

(c) A person who operates a vehicle with a registration plate in an illegible condition 
due to the accumulation of' dirt or other foreign matter. 

. '341.16 Issuance of duplicate plates. (1) Whenever a current, registration plate 
is lost or destroyed, the owner of the vehicle to which the plate was attached shall immedi
ately apply to the department for replacement .. Upon satisfactory proof of the loss or 
destruction of the plate and upon payment of a fee of $1, the department shall issue a 
replacement~ 

(2) Whenever a current registration plate becomes illegible, the. owner of .the vehicle 
to which the plate is attached shall apply to the department for a replacement. Upon 
receipt of satisfactory proof of illegibility, and upon payment of a fee of $1, the depart
ment shall issue a replacement. Upon receipt of his replacement plate, the applicantshalJ 
forthwith destroy. his illegible plate. . " . 
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(3) When issuing a replacement plate, the department may assign a new number 
and issue a new plate rather than a duplicate of the original if in its judgment that is in 
the best interests of economy 01' prevention of fraud. In such event, the person receiving 
the replacement plates shall sun-ender both original plates if 2 plates were issued. 

(4) Any person issued replacement plates who fails to surrender his illegible plate 
or plates as required by subs. (2) or (3) may be fined not more than $200 or imprisoned 
not more than 6 months or both. 

(5) This lIection does not apply to plates issued pursuant to the law pertaining to the 
registration of dealers, distributors, manufacturers or transporters. 

341.17 Department to compile and publish registration lists. (1) At the close of 
each month, the department shall compile and produce in book form a list of registrations 
made during that month pursuant to the monthly series system of registering automobiles. 
Such list shall give the name and address of each registrant, the registration number 
assigned, and such other identifying information as the commissioner deems necessary. 

(2) The department shall compile a list by counties of new automobile and motor 
truck registrations. Registrations for other new vehicles may be included if deemed nec
essary by the department. Such lists shall be compiled at such intervals during the month 
as is deemed necessary by the department but the final list compiled each month shall 
include the listing of the last day of the month. Such list shall contain only those vehicles 
being registered for the first time after sale by a dealer. Such list shall contain the 
name and address of the owner, the make, body type, identification number of the vehi
cle, the dealer license number, if such dealer is registered in this state, and the date of 
sale. 

(3) Prior to January 1 of each year the commissioner shall compile a list of all 
registrations made under the law relating to operators of mobile amateur radio stations. 
Such list shall contain the name and address of each owner and the registration plate 
letters assigned to each such owner. The list shall be an-anged alphabetically according to 
the names of the owners. 

(4) The department shall make the following free distribution of registration lists 
compile'a as provided in this section: 

(a) To each county clerk, one copy of each monthly automobile registration list. 
(b) To each county clerk making request. therefor, one copy of each daily new automo-

bile and motor truck registration list. . 
(c) To the sheriff of each county, one copy of each monthly automobile registration 

list and one copy of each list of registrations made under the law relating to operators of 
mobile amateur radio stations. 

(d) To each chief of police, one copy of each monthly automobile registration list. 
(e) To each village clerk making request therefor, one copy of each monthly auto

mobile registration list. 
(f) To the state highway commission, 10 copies of each monthly automobile registra

tion list. 
(g) To the state department of taxation, 5 copies of each monthly automobile regis

tration list. 
(5) Public officers and agencies receiving free copies of registration lists shall keep 

such lists cun-ent and open to public inspection. 
(6) The commissioner shall sell subscriptions to the monthly automobile registration 

lists at not more than $120 per year. Other registration information may be sold by the 
cOlllmissioner at his discretion. In computing the charge to be made for subscriptions to 
the new automobile and motor truck registration lists, the commissioner shall determine 
the cost of compiling such lists and shall fairly apportion the major share of such costs 
among the subscribers. 

(7) The department may suspend the compilation an'a distribution of the monthly 
automobile registration list during the period of national war emergency and while new 
L'egistration numbers are not being issued annually, but shall continue to transmit from 
time to time to the persons designa.ted by this section to receive free copies of the monthly 
lists such additions to or changes in the monthly lists issued during the year preceding 
suspension as are caused by the registration of vehicles not previously registered in the 
state or by the issuance of new registration numbers for vehicles previously registered. 

History. 1961 c. 6.2. 

PROVISIONS RELATING TO REGISTRATION FEES. 

341.25 Annual registration fees. (1) Unless a different fee is prescribed for a 
particular vehicle by s. 341.26, the following registration fees shall be paid to the depart-
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ment for the annual registration of each motor vehicle, mobile home, trailer or semi
trailer not exempted by s. 341.05 from registration in this state: 

(B,) For each automobile or station wagon, a fee of $16, except that an automobile 
registereclin this state prior to September 1, 1947, at a fee of less than $16 shall continue 
to be reg'istered for such lesser fee. 

(b) For each motor vehicle with a shipping weight of 1,000 pounds or less which is 
designed primarily for the transportation of persons rather than property, a' fee of $5. 

(c) For each motor truck, a fee to be determined in accordance with sub. (2) on the 
basis of the maximum gross 'weight of the' vehicle, Maximum gross weight shall be de
termined by adding together the weight in pounds of the vehicle when equipped to carry 
a load and the maximum load in pounds which the applicant proposes to canoy on the 
vehicle. 

(d) For each road tractor, a fee to be determined in accordance with sub. (2) on the 
basis of the maximum gross weight of the vehicle. 

(e) For each tru~k tractor, a fee to be determined in accordance with sub. (2) on 
the basis of the maximum combined gross weight of such truck tractor and any semi
trailer which the applicant proposes to combine with sueh truck tractor. The maximum 
C:.ombined g'l'oss w'eight shall in every case be determined by adding together the weight in 
pounds 9f the combination of, vehicles when equipped to carry a load and the maximum 
load in pounds which the applicant proposes to carryon the combinations of vehicles. 

(f) For each semitrailer operated in connection with a truck tractor, a fee of $10. 
(g) For each t1:ailer Or semitrailer 'designed to be hauled by a motor vehicle other 

than a truck tractor, a fee, which is one-half of the fee prescrihed for a motor truck of 
the same maximum gross weight. The maximum gross weight shall be determined in the 
same manner as for a motor truck. 

(h) For each motor bus a fee to be determined in accordance with sub. (2) on the 
basis of the maximum gross weight of the, vehicle. The maximum gross weight shall be 
determined by addi,ng tog'ether the weight in pounds of the vehicle when equipped ready 
to carry passengers and the total passenger weight capaeity in pounds. The total passen
ger ~veight capacity.in pounds shall be determined by divi'ding by 20 the total length in 
inches of seating space in 01' on the vehicle, including the driver's seat, and ,multiplying this 
result by 150. , 

(i) For each mobile home 25 feet or ~essin length, a, fee of $5; for each mobile home 
more than 25 feet in length, a fee of $10. 

(j) For each self-propelled mobile home, a fee of $16. All provisions applicable to 
the registration of ,private automobiles also apply to the registration of self-propelled 
mobile homes. 

(2) The following schedule shaH be used in determining fees based on gross weight: 
Maximum gross weight in pounds Annual fee 
Not more than 3,000 ............................•........•.............. $ 16 
Not more than 4,500.................................................... 25 
Not more than 6,000.................................................... 35 
Not more than 8,000.................................................... 55 
Not more than 10,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90 
Not more than 12,000.................................................... 115 
Not more than 14,000.................................................... 140 
Not more than 16,000.................................................... 165 
Not more than 18,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 190 
Not more than 20,000 .................................................... ' 215 
Not 1nore than 22,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 240 
Not more than 24,000 ........................... '. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 265 
Not more than 26,000.. ....................................... ........... 290 
Not more than 28,000..................................................... 315 
Not more than 30,000 .................................... ; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 350 
Not 1110re than 32,000 ............ ' ......... '. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 375 
Not 1110re than 34,000 ......................... ;'.. .. . . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 400 
Not n10re than 36,000 ................................................ ;... 425 
Not more than 38,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 450 
Not more than 40,000.................................................... 475 
Not 1110re than 42,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 500 
Not more than 44,000.................................................... 535 
Not more than 46,000 ................................................... '. 560 
Not more than 48,000.................................................... 585 
Not mOTe than 50,000.................................................... 610 
Not mOTe than 52,000.. .................................................. 635 
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Not more than 54,000 "' ...... ' •• t' •• '.; ..... ' ••• ,", t',. ~ .•• -. -. ..... t' ••••••••••••••••• t.' ,66,0: .. 
Not more than 56,000 .. '. U •••••••• , .............. ' ..... ', ............ , , •• .. • • 685 
Not Inore than 58,000 ........................................................ 710 
Not lllore than 60,000 ....................... ; ........ , ....... ',' ..•...... ; ......•.. 735 
Not l110re than 62,000 .......................................... '.' . . . . . . . . .. 770 
Not more than.64,OQO ...... '., .. : .................................. '. '.' .•.......•• •....•. 805 
Not .more than (36,000 ........................ '," .... '.' .•..•.. ' •. '.' ... '.' . . . .. 840 
N;ot more thal;l 68,,000 ....... ~ '.' .. ;. : ... : ............ ',' .. ',' . ' .• ' .•.•. '.' .....•... '.' . . ff\5 
Nqt.J1}OI:e .than: 7,0,000 ..... ,.! ..... 'i," ...... ' ............•.. ,.................... ,910 
Nqt.mqre tpan,T).,OOO,.' .. ,:'.~.~" .. ! •• ' .••••••••••.• '.' •.••••••••• .' '. Ii' ••• ',: •• '.' 930 
Nqt¥J,ore, t):vpl.12,OOO,. '., " .,' ,'," i'. '" .. " . ,', ,; ...... " ............. ',1'" . ·· .. i· ',i,' .:. "950 
Not Inore than 73,000 ... ' ................................................. 1,,000 . 
. i (3) Upon i payment of the fee prcsc'l:ibed by law, .a, vehicle subject to registration on 
the basis of gross weight may be registered' at a weight in excess of the ;manufacturer's 
maxi;mulll grOB;! weight rating, but such registration does ,not exeJ1).pt sucll vehicl~ ,from 
compliance with ,weight limitations imposed by law,or, by $tate or local authorities pllr-
suant to authority of law. . " 

34t26Special annual registration fees'for certain vehicles. (1) A fee of' $10 
sliall be prudt6 tile departmenf for the annual registrationof,tne following types Of 
speciai mobile equipm~nt imless the vehicle or dasso£vehicles is exempted by'~. 341.05 
fronl registration iIi this state: .. . , " . .'" ," 
,.,.: (a)IA:motOl' h iu<i4:qr tract{oniwe~l~dr:illing rig permanently eqlHpped with a we\l-
drilling outfit alldused exch~sively' for well-drilling' purposeS; . 

" (b)' A motor' truck or tl;action sawmill 'orcol'l1 sheller rig permanently equipped with 
a pOl'table sawmill or corn sheller outfit and used exchisively for sawmill or coi;n sheller 
'pm'poses;' ,,' .. " .' . "".' '."" "., .. , " '. " 
" (c) A' trailer not usedfor hire and itsedfor tr~nspoi'ting any ditching 'machine which 

i~;'tise'd' exclusively' for' farm ditching or 'for 'the 'loading: of g'i'avel or other road material 
and ',vhich has' a' dipper 'capacity of noHbexceed five"eighthsof a' yard';: , 
", (d) Amobil~ :ci"ane or trench hoe used fOi' bridgJ'or building construction, 'for ditch
ing and excavating', ,for heavy machinery removal 'or installation' oi'for loading and hail-
dling of heavy articles j . . . '. ' ' 

"( e) Afuotot' vehiCle, trailer or' 'senlltrailer; if, operated' 'empty (]i' transpoi·ting the 
equipment of the owner to or from a certain locatit)h,' when'srtch operation at the loca:-
tionis any of the:followirig:' . "," " :: ,. 'i ,. ' . : " 

',1.' The performallce of work on a,,: contJ!act for· the construction or maintenance of 
highways or airports for the United States, the state or any political subdivision thereof; 

or 2,. ~he pr~duction~f a~ricultur~llime; or , . " . .' .' ..' 
.3. The clearing of land, building of 'dikes, or terracing arid ditchi,rig for' the purpOSi:l 

of sdil erosion control, farm drainage or' forestry. ' . . '.' '.. 
'(f) A motOl" truck on which is illounted' feed grinding' and mixing equipment and 

used exclusively as a pottab'le feed mill. " .".. "" . .. "', ,. . ' .. 
. (g') A'motor vehicle' :not llSed fo1" hireaIidused 'iliconjUlictioA with atI'ailer oll 

whi6\l, is permanently il1ol'Lnted 'equipillclit 'used' f61' \"ood chipping a,rid ,screening:. ' .. . 
(h) A'tI'ailer on which is' perlllalien:tlYlilotlIited eql'tipmeht'11sed exclusively for wood 

chipping and screening. ' . . .. .. ". . . . .. ..' .. , , ,. ". ' , 
(i) A 'l11otOI't'l'uck p'ei'ilililientl;Y' eCluipped iVitil' street sweeping' equipnient and' used 

forp1l.1'poses 'othel"tliali liigh\vaymailiteiimice. . ., " ....... . " '" 
,( 2) A' registratIOn. fee 9f $~ .shali 'be: pa~d, to the: depar~m~ntfor the animal ~egisir~ 

tion ,of earh of th~ .follOw~ngvehi~les: ." . ., , '" ", . .', 
(a) Any yehiGli3. QWJ1ed by this i3tate .O~'. by ItllYCOU)1ty or municipality. of this state 

and opera.~e<,l.e:x~lui;l~v:ely i,l1 the publics.eryj.ce by. such ,state,. county ,or municipality ; , 
(b) Any yehi<;li3loaned . t,o t\lis state .. 01'. to , any. couuty . or .11lunici pality of this, state 

for, t;he duratiop., o.f any .war emergency, and .Qperate'dexclusiyelyforcivilian defense 
p1ll1pOSeS hY.f/uG4 state,co.llllty ormun).cipa1ity; . , .. , ~. 

(c) A:(ly :motor. v!lhick loaned to. an approved ,public. or ,priva.teschool for the. sole 
purpose 0,£ dliv(l:t: .e.ducation; " . .. ..,. '" 

(d) A school bus ow;n.ed, operated or.under.contract.with .aprivate or public school 
or collegea,.nd ,us.ell. exclusively for transportation~ of students to or from school or college 
including extracurricular. activities to. or from points designated by such school or college; 

{da) When engaged in. passenger-carrying operations other, than as proviUed in par. 
(d)., such school busses shall register and .pay the fees for motor. busses provided for in s. 
341.25 (2), .which said fees . may be paicl.as provided. for in. ss. 341.30 and 341;31. Fees 
for part-quarterly. registration shall he. computed on . the basis . ofcone-twelfth of the 
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annual fee multiplied by the number of months of the current quarter which have not 
fully expired on the date of the application, provided that, where the vehicle was not 
operated in other than school bus service, an affi'davit of nonoperation satisfactory to the 
department shall be filed ,vith the application; 

(e) A motor bus owned and operatedby a charitable corporation and used exclusively 
for the purposes for which incorporated and not used for hire; 

(f) A motor vehicle opera.ted exclusively as a Red Cross blood bank vehicle; 
(g) A motor vehicle opera.ted exclusively by a nationally chartered war veterans' or

ganization and used only for the purpose of allvertising the organization; 
(h) A motor vehicle used for the urban mass transportation of passengers as defined 

in s. 71.18 (2) (a) or operated as auxiliary to or as PaJ.t of a street railway system. 
(i) A motor vehicle owned and operated exclusively by the civil air patrol. 
(j) A motor vehicle and semitrailer operated exclusively as a mobile X-ray unit owned 

and operated by a nonprofit corporation and used exclusively for the purposes for which 
incorporated and not for hire. 

(3) In recognition of the relationship of the basic economy of the state to agriculture 
and the production and mal'keting of milk, there shall he paid to the department for the 
annual registration of the following vehicles the fees prescribed in this subsection: 

(a) For each farm truck having' a gross weight of 10,000 pounds or less, a fee of $10; 
for each farm truck having a gross weight of more than 10,000 pounds, a fee which is 
one-fourth of the fee prescribed by s, 341.25 for a motor truck of the same gross weight; 

(b) For each farm trailer having a gross weig'ht of more than 8,000 pounds but less 
than 12,000, a fee of $5; for each farm trailer having a gross weight of 12,000 pounds 
or more, a fee which is one-half of the fee prescribed by s. 341.25 for a motor truck of 
the same gross weight; 

(c) For each motor vehicle use'd exclusively in the transportation of milk from the 
point of production to the primaJ.·y market, and the return of dairy supplies and dairy 
products from such primary maJ.'ket to the faJ.'m, a fee to be determined in accordance 
with paJ." (g) on the basis of maximum gross weig'ht; 

(d) For each motor vehicle used exclusively in the transportation of liquid dairy 
products, or cheese, butter and powdered milk when such cheese, butter and powdered milk 
are transported from plant to plant or to warehouses within Wisconsin and are trans
ported by vehicles registered at a gross weight of not more than 20,000 pounds, a fee to 
be determined in accordance with par. (g) on the basis of maximum gross weight. 

(e) A person owning and operating more truck tractors than semitrailers registered 
by him within this state and used exclusively for transporting liquid dairy products may 
register such excess truck tractors at the annual fees specified in par. (g), providetl that 
he uses such excess truck tractors exclusively with such semitrailers. The fee shall be de
termined on the basis of weight of the truck tractor only. 

(f) In pars. (d) and (e), "Liquid dairy products" means milk and products of milk 
in liquid form, including without limitation because of enumeration, condensed and sweet
ened condensed products of milk, both in raw and pasteurized form. 

(g) The following schedule shall be used in determining fees for vehicles registered 
pursuant to par. (c), (d) or (e): 

Max. gross weight in pOlil'ds Annual fee 
Not more than 3,000 ..........................•••........................ $ 16 
Not more than 4,500..................................................... 20 
Not more than 6,000..................................................... 24 
Not more than 8,000..................................................... 33 
Not more than 10,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 54 
Not more than 12,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 69 
Not more than 14,000 ................................................... " 84 
Not more than 16,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 99 
Not more than 18,000 ............. " .. " ................................ " 114 
Not more than 20,000 ..................................................... 129 
Not more than 22,000 ..................................................... 144 
Not more than 24,000 ................................................... " 159 
Not 1nore than 26,000 ................................................... " 174 
Not more than 28,000 ..................................................... 189 
Not more than 30,000 ................................................... " 210 
Not more than 32,000 ................................................... " 225 
Not more than 34,000 ................................................... " 240 
Not 1nore than 36,000 ................................................... " 255 
Not more than 38,000 ..................................................... 270 
Not more than 40,000 ................................................... " 285 
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Not more than 42,000 ............................•.••..••..••.••••.•...••. 300 
Not more than 44,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 321 
Not more than 46,000 ..................................................... 336 
Not nlore than 48,000 ................................... '. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 351 
Not more than 50,000 ....................... ',' ............................ 366 
Not nlOre than 52,000 ..................................................... 381 
Not more than 54,000 ..................................................... 396 
Not more thall 56,000 ..................................................... 411 
Not more than 58,000 ..................................................... 426 
Not more than 60,000 ..................................................... 441 
Not more than 62,000 .................................................... ' 462 
Not InOl'e than 64,000 ..................................................... 483 
Not nlOre than 66,000 ................................................ , .... 504 
Not more than 68,000 ..................................................... 525 
Not nlOre than 70,000 ................................................... :. 546 
Not more than 71,500 ................................................... '.. 558 
Not more than 72,000 ................................... ' .................. 570 
Not more than 73,000 .. : .................................................. 600 

'(h) Except as otherwise provided in pal'. (e) the maximum gross weight of each 
vehicle, the registration fee for which is to be determined in accordance with sub. (3) 
shall be computed as provided in s. 341.25 for the same type of vehicle. 

(4) Except for those vchiclcs that qualify for registration under sub. (1) (a) to (e), 
any motai' vehicle, trailer 01' semitrailer, if opcrated empty, or used exclusively in trans
porting the equipment of the owner to or from a certain location over the highways, when 
such operation at the location is exclusively for grading, ditching or excavating, shall be 
registered at onecfourth of the fee specified in s. 341.25 (2) for vehicles or combinations 
of vehicles of the same gross weight. 

History. 1961 c. 582, 647. 

341.265 Antique motor vehicles; registration, plates, use. Any person who is a 
resident of this state and the owner (and any subsequent transferee) of a motor vehicle 
11,hich is more than 40 years old at the time of making application for registration of the 
vehicle may upon application register the same as all antique vehicle upon payment of a 
fee of $5, and be fnrnishedliccnse plates of a distinctive design, in lieu of the usual license 
plates, which shall show in addition to the identification number that the vehicle is an 
antique. The reg'istration shall be valid while the vehicle is owned by the applicant with
out the payment of any additional fee. The vehicle shall only be used for special occa
sions such ,as display and parade purposes. Unless inconsistent with this section, the pro
visions applicable to other motor vehicles shall apply to antique motor vehicles. 

341.27 Registration periods for private automobiles f),nd taxicabs. (1) All, auto
mobiles other than those that may be registered under s. 341.265 or are required by s. 
341.29 to be registered on a calendar-year basis shall be registered by the department 
according to the monthly series system of registration prescribed by this section. 

(2) There are established 12 registration periods, each to be designated by a calendar 
month alld to start on the first day of such month and e"nd on the last 'da,y of the twelfth 
month from the date of commencing. The department shall so administer the monthly 
series systenl of registration as to distribute the work of registering automobiles as uni
formly as practicable throughout the calendar year. 

(3) All automobiles subject to registration under the monthly series system shall be 
registered by the department for a period of 12 consecutive calendar months except as 
follO\~s : 

(a) If the applicant holds current registration plates which were removed from an 
automobile of which he no longer is the owner, or which has been jlmked, and such plates 
were issued to him under the monthly series system, the departnient shall register the 
automobile which is the subject of the application for the remainder of such lmexpired 
registration period. 

(b) If the applicant does not hold current registration plates under the circumstances 
described in pur. (a) and the application is an original rather than renewal application, 
the department may register the antomobile which is the subject of the application for 
such period 01' part thereof as the commissioner determines will help to equalize the regis
tration and renewal work-load of the department. 

341.28 When part-year fees payable for private automobiles; computation of part
year fees. (1) The applicant for registration of an automobile under the monthly 
series system shall pay in full the annual registration fee prescribed by law, except as 
otherwise provided in this section. 
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(2) If the applicant for registration holds ClU'rent registration plates which were 
removed from an automobile of which he no longer is the owner, or which has been 
junked, and such plates were issued to him under the monthly series system, the applicRnt 
is exempt from the payment of a registration fee, except in the following cases: 

(i) If the annual fee prescribed for the automobile being registered is higher thlll1 
the annual fee prescribed for the automobile from which the plates were removed, the 
applicant shall pay a fee computed on the basis of one-twelfth of the difference between 
the 2 annual fees multiplied by the number of months for which the automobile which is 
the subject of the application is being registered, The st!U't of the new registration, for 
the purpose of computing the fee, shall be determined in accordance with sub, (7), 

(b) If the automobile which is the subject of the application was owned by theappli
cant at the time of and on or before the 15th day of the month in which the transfer or 
jlmking of the other automobile occul'l'ed !Uld was not currently registered at. the time of 
such transfer or junking, the applicant shall pay a fee to be computed as provided in 
subs, (3) to (5) but he shall receive a credit for the unused portion of the CUl'l'ent regi~~ 
tration, Such credit shaH be computed on the 1)asis of one-twelfth of the allllual fee paid 
f()r the vehicle from which the plates were removed multiplied by the number of months 
~'emaining in the registration period represented by the removed plates, including. the 
month dlU'ing which the applicant transferred or junke'd the automobile from which the 
plates were removed if such transfer or junking occurred on or before the 15th day of 
the month, 

(3) If the applicant does not hold clU'rent registration plates under the.circumstances 
described in sub. (2) and the automobile which is the subject of the application has not 
previously been registered in this state by the applicant, the fee payable by the applicant 
shall be computed on the basis of one-twelfth of the annual fee multiplied by the num
ber of months for which the automobile is being registered, the stal't of such registration 
period to be determined in accordance with sub. (7). 

(4) If the applicant does not hold current registration plates under the circumstances 
described in sub. (2) but the automobile which is the subject of the a.pplication has pre~ 
viously been registered in this state by the a.pplicant, he shall pay iLfee covering all the 
time since the end of the period for which the automobile previously was registered unless: 

(a) The automobile in the meantime has been ownec1 by another person or registered 
in another state; or . 

(b) At least 12 months have elapsed since the end of the period for which the auto
mobile previously was registered an'd the applicant satisfied the department by affidavit 
that he c1id not during those 12 months operate or consent to the operation of such auto
mobile under circumstances making the automobile subject to registration in this state; or 
. (c) The automobile is owned. by a person who has been in active military service ,and 
less than 12 months of nonoperation have elapsed since the end of the period for 
which the automobile was. p1'eviously registered, provided the applicant satisfies ~he 
depa1'tment by affidavit of such nonoperation. . . 

(5) Under the circumstances described in sub. (4), the fee paya.ble by the applicant 
shall be computed as prescribed in sub. (3) for an automobile not previously registered 
by him in this state, provided that he first files a satisfactory affidavit of nonoperation if 
required. to do so by sub. (7). 

(6) If the automobile being registered under the circumstances described in sub. (3) 
or (4) is a replacement for a registered vehicle which has been junked, the a.pplicant is 
entitled to a crec1it to be computed and applied in accordance with s. 341.31 (2) (b). 

(7) For the pm'pose of computing the registration fee payable upon re"oistration of 
an automobile under circumstances described in subs. (2) to (4), the beginning of the 
Cl~TI'ent registration period shall be 'determined as follows: " 

(a) If the first operation of an automobile unc1er circulllstances making the owner 
liable for its registration in this state occurs on or before the fifteenth day of a given 
month, the registration period commences on the first day of such month. If the first 
operation occurs on or after the sixteenth day of a given month, the registration period 
commences on the fi1'stday of the following month. "First operation" means opera.tion of 
an au'tomobile f()r the first time after it was transfe~'l'ed to the applicant or after it. wa:;; 
registered in another state or after an active service refund or after the expiration of 12 
months of nonoperation since expiration of the last registration in this state. 

(b) In the case of an automobile which has not previously been registered or which 
has not been registered in this state by the present owner since. he last acquired ownership 
of the automobile, the department shall assume that the date of fi1'st operation within the 
meaning of sub. (7) (a) is the date of the bill of sale evidencing the transfer of owner
ship to the applicant unless the applicant files an affidavit to the effect that the automo
bilQ was not so operated until a later date, specifying' the c1ate of such first operation. 
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In the case of at least 12 months of nonoperation of an automobile previously registered 
by the applicant, he must file an affidavit to the effect that he did not operate or consent 
to the operation of his automobile under circumstances making it subject to re",oistration in 
this state during such 12 month period and must specify' the date following such period 
when the automobile was first so operated. The department may refuse to accept an affi
davit which projects the date of fu'st operation into the future. 

History: 1961 c. 662. 

341.29 Registration for vehicles other than private automobiles and taxicabs. (1) 
Annual registration for all vehicles other than private automobiles and taxicabs, shall be 
for the calendar year and expire on December 31 of the year for which the vehicle is 
registered. The department shall take the necessary action to make the change not later 
than January 1, 1963. 

(2) If an application for registration of a vehicle subject to registration on a calen
dar year basis is received after November 30 and the vehicle is not registered in this 
state at the time of application and the applicant desires to register for the succeeding 
registration period as well as for the remainder of the current period, the department 
upon registering the vehicle shall issue registration plates designed for the succeeding 
registration period rather than for the current period. Such plates also serve during the 
remainder of the current registration period as lawful evidence of the registration of the 
vehicle. This subsection does not affect computation of fee payable by the applicant. 

mst,ory: 1961 c. 99. 

341.3(} Quarterly registration. (1) Any of the following vehicles may be regis
tered on a quarterly basis in lieu of the annual registration specified in s. 341.29. 

(a) A motor bus having a registered gross weight of more than 8,000 pounds, except 
motor busses registered under s. 341.26 (2) (d) and (h); 

(c) A motor truck, road tractor or trailer having a registere'd gross weight of more 
than 8,000 pounds; 

(d) A truck tractor, when the aggregate combined registered gross weight of the 
truck tractor and any semitrailer operated in conjunction with it is more than 8,000 
pounds; 

(8)) Any of the vehicles subject to registration under s. 341.26 (3) (c), (d) or (e) 
having a registered gross weight of more than 8,000 pounds. 

(2) For the purpose of quarterly registration of vehicles, the quarters are January 1, 
April 1, July 1, and October 1. A registration made on a quarterly basis expires on the 
last day of the quarter for which the vehicle is registered. 

(3) The quarterly l'egistration fee is one-fourth of the annual fee plus $1. The regis
tration period starting July 1, 1962 and ending December 31, 1962 shall be considered as 
a full registration period and a vehicle shall be exempt from the $1 quarterly charge if 
the initial payment of fees registers the vehicle through December 31, 1962. The depart
ment shall register a vehicle subject to quarterly registration for as many quarters less 
than a full year as the applicant desires, but the fee payable for each quarter shall be 
computed as provided in this subsection. If satisfactory evidence is provided that a ve
hicle was not operated on the highways during any quarter it shall be exempt from the 
payment of fees for the quarter in which it was not used. 

History: 1961 c. 99. 

341.31 When part-period fees payable for vehicles other than automobiles; compu
tation of part-period fees. (1) The annual registration fee shall be paid in full on all 
vehicles registered pursuant to s. 341.29 and the quarterly registration fee shall be paid 
in full on all vehicles registered pursuant to s. 341.30 unless the vehicle comes within one 
of the following categories, in which event the applicant is liable for the payment of only 
a part-period fee to be computed in accordance with sub. (2): 

(a) The vehicle has not previously been registered in this state; or 
(b) The vehicle previously was registered in this state but: 
1. The vehicle in the meantime has been registered in another jlU'isdiction and such 

foreign registration was in effect during or subsequent to the expiration of the previous 
registration in this state j or 

2. The vehicle was transfel'l'ed to the applicant after the expiration of the last regis
tration in this state; or 

3. At least 12 months have elapsed since the end of the period for which the vehicle 
previously was registered and the applicant satisfies the department by affidavit that he 
did not, during such 12-month period, operate or consent to the operation of the vehicle 
under circumstances making the vehicle subject to registration in this state; or 

(c) The vehicle is a replacement for a registered vehicle which has been junked j or 
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(d) The vehicle is owned by a person who received a refund pursuant to s. 341.33 (3) 
because of active military service and the vehicle has not been operated since such refund 
was granted. 

(2) Part-period registration fees shall be computed as follows: 
(a) For vehicles registere'd under the conditions set forth in sub. (1) (a), (b) or (d), 

the fee for the current registration period shall be computed on the basis of one-twelfth 
of the annual registration fee prescribed for the vehicle multiplied by the number of 
months of the current registration period which have not fully expired Oli the date the 
vehicle first is operated by or with the consent of the applicant under circumstances mak
ing it subject to registration in this state (plus $1, in case of a quarterly registration). 
In the case of a vehicle which has not previously been registered or which has not been 
registered in this state by the present owner since he last acquired ownership of the 
vehicle, the department shall assume that the date of fu'st operation is the date of the 
bill of sale evidencing transfer of ownership to the applicant unless he files an affidavit 
to the effect that the vehicle was not so operated until a later date, specifying the 'date 
of such first operation. The department may refuse to accept an affidavit which projects 
the date of fu'st operation into the future. -

(b) For the registration of a replacement vehicle under the conditions set forth in 
sub. (1) (c), the fee shall be computed as for a vehicle not previously registered in this 
state but a credit shall be allowed for the unused portion of the fee paid for the vehicle 
being' replaced. Such credit shall be computed on the basis of one-twelfth of the annual 
registration fee prescribed for the vehicle being replaced multiplied by the number of 
months of registration which have not fully expired at the time the vehicle being replaced 
was permanently removed from the highways. It is not necessary that the replacement 
vehicle be of the same type as the one being replaced in order for the applicant to take 
advantage of the credit but the credit may be applied toward registration of the replace" 
ment vehicle only up to the date when the registration of the vehicle being replaced would 
have expired. 

(4) The transferee of a vehicle registered as provided in s. 341.29 or 341.30 is not 
subject to the payment of any registration fee for the remainder of the period for which 
the vehicle is registered unless, by reason of his status or the use to which the vehicle is 
put, the fee prescribed by law is higher than that paid by the former owner. In such 
event, the fee shaH be computed on the basis of one-twelfth of the difference between the 
2 annual fees multiplied by the number of months of the current registration perio'd which 
ha,ve not fully expired on the date, after the vehicle is acquired by the applicant, when 
such vehicle is first operated by him or with his consent under circumstances making' it 
subject to registration in this state. 

, (5) This section does not apply to persons authorized to register vehicles at a special 
annual fee of $1 or to vehicles registered at an annual fee of $3 or less. Such vehicles, 
whether registered for a full period or part thereof and whether or not previously regis
tered, shall be registered at the full annual fee. If a person authorized to register a ve
hicle at a special fee of $1 transfers the vehicle to a person not so authorized, the fee 
payable by the transferee shall be computed as for a vehicle not previously registered in 
this state. 

History. 1961 c. 662. 

341.32 Vehicle to be reregistered if subject to a different fee. (1) Whenever the 
construction or the use of a registered vehicle is changed in a manner making the vehicle 
subject to a different registration fee than the fee for which the vehicle currently is reg
istered, the owner shall immediately make application for reregistration. The fee paya
ble upon such reregistration shall be computed as for a vehicle not previously registered 
in this state but a credit shall be allowed for the unused portion of the fee paid for the 
previous registration if the registration plates issued upon the previous registration are 
returned to the department. Such credit shall be computed on the basis of one-twelfth of 
the annual registration fee prescribed for the vehicle as previously registered multiplied 
by the number of months of registration which have not fully expired on the date the 
vehicle became subject to the different fee. 

(2) Whenever the owner or other person responsible for registration of a vehicle 
required to be registered on the basis of gross weight desires to carry a greater load than 
that permitted lmder the current registration of such vehicle, he shall make application 
for reregistration of the vehicle at a higher gross weight. Whenever such person is con
victed of carrying a greater load than tha,t permitted under his current registration, the 
court, in addition to imposing the penalty prescribed by law, shall order such person to 
make application for reregistration of the vehicle at a gross weight sufficiently high to 
cover the load which he was convicted of carrying. The fee payable upon reregistration 
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shall be computed on the basis of one-twelfth of the difference between the annual fee 
prescribed for the vehicle as previously registered and the annual fee prescribed for the 
vehicle as reregistered, multiplied by the number of months of the quarter or year for 
which the vehicle is being reregistered which had not fully expired when the vehicle l:Jecame 
subject to the higher fee. This subsection does not apply under the circumstances stated 
in sub. (3). ' , , 

(3) A motor truck with a registered gross weight of 10,000 pounds or less and loaded 
exclusively with fluid milk or cream may, dming the months of May, June I;ln'c1July, 
carry from the point of production of such milk to the primary market therefor ;1,500 
pounds or less in excess of the gross weight for which such motor truck is registered with
out a reregistration of such motor truck on account of such excess loading. 

History: 1961 c, 662. 

341.33 When fees refundable. (1) The department shall not refund a fee, paid 
to it except when expressly authorized or directed by this section or some 'othill; pro'iripioll 
of the statutes to do so. " ' 

(2) The department shall refund all except $2 of the l:egistration f~e collecte~fron~ 
a npnresident who acquires a vehicle in this state if the registration plates are ,retu'rned 
to the department within 30 days after tj1ey were issued. , " 
, (3) The department shall r~fun'd the unused portion of a registration fee' paid for 
the registration of a vehicle owned by a person who is entering active service in thE) navl;l,~ 
or military forces of the United States if such person makes application f01' suchref~llld 
upon a form prescribed by the department, furnishes such proof as the comlllisSiop.erI\l,ay 
require that the vehicle will not be operated in this or another state qlU'ing the remainder 
of the period for which the vehicle is registered, and rettu'ns to the departmlJnt ID:s certifi
cate of registration and registration plates. The, re~und s4all, be ,qomputed on the ,basis 
of one-twelfth of the annual registration fee paid for the ve4iGle wultiplied by.the, I].llill
bel' of full months remaining in the period for which the vehicle is registere'd ,wheri,t4e 
vehicle ceases to be operated. 

'341.34 Department to certify net registration and title fees to highway comm.ission. 
(1) Not later than November 1 of each year the departmentsballcompute'the a!nOllllt 
of the net :registration and title fees derived from vehicles custOluarilykeptili. each town, 
village and city in the state for the fiscal year, ending the previousJ une 30 and certify 
such amounts for each town, village and city to the highway connilission. In suchcertifi
cation the amollllts for each town, village and city shall be classified in the manner re
quired for the computation of thep1'ivilege highway tax allotment as provided in"s; 
86.35 (1). Registration and title fees paid by a town, village or city l)t\l;smint to l s; 
341.26 (2) shall be credited to the town, village or city from which receive'd., FOi" the 
pUi'pose of computing the net registration and title fees derived from vehicles customarily 
kept in any particular town, villag'e or city, the status and boundaries of that town, village 
or city shall be determined as of January 1 of the fiscal year for which the fees aie lJeing 
computed. : ' , 

(2) Whenever tbrough erroneous information furnished the departmeni"or through a 
mistake in computation, a town, village or city has received credit for an incorrectportioll 
of the registration and title fees, the commissioner shall certify to the 'highway' commis
sion the fiscal year and the names of units of governmentinvolved and the amount of such 
erl;Ol', classified in the manner required for the computation of (he p:riyilege highway tax 
allotment as provided in s. 86.35 (1). The commissioner may issl1e Ii codected 'certificitt~on 
either upon complaint or upon his own motion bnt any snch .certification'issuedniOre 
than 3 years after the close of the fiscal year to which the error applies is void unless ,a 
complaint was received prior to the eXIJiration of the 3 year period. ., 

EXEMPTION OF, NONRESIDENTS. 

341.40 Exemption of nonresidents and foreign-registered vehicles. (1) ,Except as 
to fOl'eign-owned vehicles required by s. 341:07 to be registered in this state, any vehicle 
having a gross weight of 8,000 pounds or less which is registered in another jurisdiction 
is exempt from the laws of this state providing for the registFation of such vehicles, if: 

(a) The vehicle carries a registration plate indicating the registration in such other 
jurisdiction; and 

(b) The vehicle is owned by a nonresident; and " ' ' 
(c) The juris'diction- in which the vehicle is registered allows such vehic1,es when reg

istered in Wisconsin to be operated tax free upon its highways under con,ditions substan
tially as favorable to residents of Wisconsin as to its own residents. 

(2) If the owner of any such vehicle moves to Wisconsin or if the vehicle is purchased 
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bya. Wisconsin resident, the vehicle immediately becomes subject to the laws of this state 
providing for the registration of vehicles. 

341.41 Reciprocity agreements authorized. (1) The commissioner with the ap
proval of the governor is authorized to enter into reciprocal agreements with the respon
sible officers of other jurisdictions as to licenses, permit fees, mileage and flat taxes under 
which motor vehicles, trailers, or semitrailers properly licensed or registered in other 
jUl'isdictions may be operated in interstate commerce in tllls state without a. 'Wisconsin 
registration or the payment of permit fees or nllleage or flat taxes, provide'd like privi
leges are accorded to vehicles owned by Wisconsin residents when operated in such other 
jurisdictions~ Such agreement may include such restrictions, conditions and privileges, 
iMluding any proportional registration, taxes or fees, as are deemed advisable. Such 
agreemen:t shall provide that a resident of this state when using the highwa.ys of such 
other jUl'isdiction shaH receive exemptions of a similar kind to a like degree. 

(2) A nOlll'esi'dent operating' a vehicle in this state is not exempt by virtue of any 
reciprocity ag~'eenient entered into pUl'suant to sub. (1) unless: 

. (a) The vehicle is properly registered in the jurisdiction of the residence of its owner, 
its domicile, or the principal place of business of its owner or is registered on a propor
tional registi'ation basis pursuant to all interstate compact; and 

(b) The vehicle has conspicuously displayed upon it a. valid registration plate; and 
(c) The operator of the vehicle has in his possession a valid registration certificate 

oi' oth81' evidence that the vehicle is properly registered; and 
(d) If the vehicle is subject to s. 341.42, the vehicle has displayed upon it an identi

fication plate or 'decal indicating that a reciprocity permit has been issued. 
(3) If the laws of anoth81' jurisdiction impose upon the vehicles of residents of this 

state any taxes, fees, charges, penalties, obligations, restrictions, prohibitions or limita
tions of any kind additional to those imposed by this state upon the vehicles of residents 
of such other jmisdiction the commissioner with the approval of the governor is -alithor
ized to impose and collect fees or cha.rges in like amount and to provide for similar obli
gations, prohibitions oi' limitations upon the owner or operator of a vehicle registered 
in such other jUl'isdiction so long as the laws of such other jurisdiction requiring such 
impositionl'emain in effect. 

(4) Trailers and semitrailers owned by residents of a jurisdiction with which a recip
rocal . agreement is in effect pursuant to this section may be operated in commerce by a 
Wiscon$in resident in Wisconsin without the payment of fees or ton mile on flat taxes when 
such trailers or semitrailers 'are operated in exchange for trailers or semitrailers or are 
9peratec1 in accordance with rules adopted by the commissioner respecting the interchange 
of equipillent. When used in railroad trailer-on -flat-car service, foreign licensed trailers or 
seniitri:tilers may be operated in commerce in Wisconsin without the payment of permit or 
l'eg'istra tion fees. . 

(5) In this section, "proportional registration, taxes or fees" means the registration 
of a: 'portion of the vehicles or the payment of a portion of the taxes 01' fees in vViscon
sin and a portion in the reciprocating jurisdiction in a general ratio 01' proportion based 
on the total number of miles traveled by the owner or operator in the reciprocating juris
dictions. ': . 

.. '(6). The. commissioner is authOl:ized to accept proportional registration of a fleet of 3 
or'more vehicles of any duly authorized common canier of passengers as defined in s. 
194.01 (5), operating such fleet in interstate commerce or jointly in interstate and intra
state commerce in this state, if he is satisfied prior to the approval of such proportional 
registration that this state will obtain a fair and equitable share of license registrations 
of the vehicles comprising such fieet. Such proportional registration shall be accomplished 
either by payment, to the motor vehicle department, of reg'istration fees in an amount 
equal to that obtained by applying the proportion of in-5tate fleet miles divided by the 
total fleet miles to the total fees which would otherwise be required for the registration of 
each and'all such vehicles in this state, or by registration of a portion of such vehicles as 
above determined. 

341.42 Reciprocity permits required for certain vehicles. (1) An operator or 
owner of a motor truck having a gross weight of more than 8,000 pounds or a truck 
tractor which is operated in conjunction with a senlltl'ailer as a unit having an aggregate 
combined gTOSS weight of more than 8,000 pounds is not eligible to receive reciprocity 
privileges under an agreement entered into pursuant to s. 341.41 unless he has made ap
plication for and been issue'd a nonresident reciprocity permit pursuant to this section. 

(2) Application shall be made to the department upon a form pl'escribed by it and 
shall be subscribed by the applicant and duly aclmowledged before a notary public or 
other officer with like authority. The application shall contain the llanle and address of 
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the owner and such other information as the department requires to enable it to deter
mine whether the applicant is entitled to a permit. 

(3) Upon receipt of a properly completed application form and upon being satisfied 
that the applicant is entitled to reciprocity privileges, the department shall issue to the 
applicant a permit for each vehicle for which application is made. The permit shall be 
in the form of a certificate of registration. If reciprocity between this state and the 
other jurisdiction ceases to exist, the department shall forthwith cancel all permits issued 
to residents of that jurisdiction. 

(4) Upon being issued a reciprocity permit, the permittee shall display such permit 
in the cab of his motor truck or truck tractor. Any person who operates on a highway 
in this state, and any owner who consents to the operation of, a vehicle for which a 
reciprocity permit has been issued without displaying such permit, as required by this 
subsection may be fined not more than $200 or imprisoned not more than 6 months or 
both. 

(5) The owner and operator of a vehicle for which a reciprocity permit has been 
issued is entitle'd to any reciprocity privileges which may be granted under a l'eciprocity 
agreement as long as the permit remains in effect. A permit expires upon transfer of the 
vehide for whieh it is issued. Any person who operates or any owner who consents to the 
operation in this state of a vehicle for which a reciprocity permit is required when such 
permit has not been obtained for the vehicle or when such permit has been canceled or 
for any other reason is void is subject to the penalty for operating an unregistered vehicle 
and, in addition, the court shall o1'(ler the offender to immediately register such vehicle 
as a Wisconsin resident vehicle. 

(6) If the operator 01' owner of a vehicle for which a reciprocity permit has been 
issued is convicted a second or subsequent time of violating the weight limitations im
posed by s. 348.15 or 348.16, the department shall cancel the permit of such owner or 
operator an'd order him to pay the same taxes and fees for a period of one year as is re
quired under chs. 194 and 341 for like vehicles owned by residents of this state. 

History: 1961 c. 98. 

REGISTRA'l'ION m' DEALERS, DISTRIBUTORS, MANUFACTURERS, TRANSPORTERS, 
AND FINANCE COMPANIES. 

341.47 When vehicles of dealers, distributors, manufacturers and transporters ex
empt from genera.! registration requirements. (1) Except as provided in sub. (2), any 
motor vehicle, mobile home, trailer or semitrailer owned or repossessed by a dealer, dis
tributor or manufacturer may be operated on the highways of this state for either private 
or business purposes without being registered if such vehicle has displayed upon it valid 
registration plates issued pursuant to s. 341.51 to the dealer, distributor or manufacturer 
who is the owner of the vehicle or holder of the repossessed vehicle an'd such vehicle: 

(a) Is actually offered for sale by a dealer, distributor or manufacturer; or 
(b) Is in transit from the factory to a distributor or dealer or from the dealer to the 

purchaser; or 
(c) Is being used by a manufacturer primarily for trial tests; or 
(d) Is being repossessed, being reconditioned for resale or being foreclosed or resold. 

. (2) A tow truck, service truck or pickup truck owned by a dealer, distributor or manu
facturer must be registered in the same manner as similar vehicles owned by other persons, 
except that a service or pickup truck actually for sale and only incidentally used for busi
ness purposes may be operated under the conditions speeified in sub. (1). 

(3) A vehicle which is being transported in tow on its own wheels 01' under its own 
power from the manufacturer to the distributor, dealer or branch of the manufacturer, or 
from the distributor or dealer to another distributor or dealer or to the manufacturer 01' 

branch of the manufacturer, 01' from the branch of the manufacturer to the distributor, 
dealer or manufacturer by a transporter of vehicles need not be registerea if such vehicle 
has displayed upon it valid registration plates issued to the transporter pursuant to s. 
341.51. 

341.51 When department to register dealer, distributor, manufacturer or trans
porter; a,pplication. (1) The department shall register a person as a dealer, distribu
tor 01' manufacturer of motor vehicles, trailm's or semitrailers or as a transporter of vehi
cles upon receipt of a properly completed application form together with a fee of $25 
and upon being satisfied that the applicant is by law entitled to be registered. The de
partment shall register a person as a dealer, distributor 01' manufacturer of mobile homes 
upon receipt of a properly completed application form together with a fee of $2 and 
upon being satisfied that the applicant is by law entitled to be so registered. The depart
lllent shall assign to each person registered under this section a distulctive registration 
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number and shall issue to him a certificate of registration bearing the registration num
ber assigned. 

(2) Upon registering a dealer, distributor, manufacturer or transporter the depart
ment also shall issue to him a registration plate. The department, upon receiving a fee of 
$1 for each additional plate desired by a dealer, distributor or manufacturer of motor 
vehicles, trailers or semitrailers, $2 for each additional plate desired by a dealer, 'distrib
utor or manufacturer of mobile homes and $3 for each additional plate desired by a trans
porter shall issue to such registered dealer, distributor, manufacturer or transporter such 
additional plates as he orders. 

(2m) A truck dealer, distributor 01' manufacturer, in case of trucks over 8,000 
pounds, may purchase a license for demonstration purposes under s. 341.25 to determine 
the gross weight. Such license shall be a transferable license for demonstration purposes 
and shall be 20 pel' cent of the registration fee set forth in s. 341.25. In case of trailers 
and semitrailer delllonstrations, the license fee shall be $10 and shall belong to the dem
onstrator. Such demonstration vehicles shall carry insurance on behalf of the truck 
dealer, distributor or manufacturer and the prospective purchaser as provided in s. 
194.41. Such vehicle need not obtain for-hire permits as provided in ch. 194. Such 
vehicle shall not 1)e used by the prospective purchaser for more than 10 days. When the 
vehicle is obtained from a dealer the prospective purchaser shall sign a receipt showing' 
the date, time and place the vehicle was obtained from the dealer. The dealer shall keep a 
record of such demonstrations and such record shall be open to inspection by the depart
ment. The department may issue any further rules to accomplish the intent of this sub
section. 

(3) When a dealer, distributor, manufaeturer 01' transporter has an established place 
of business in more than one Wisconsin municipality, he shall make separate applications 
for each such municipality. The 'department shall assign a different reg'istration number, 
issue a separate certificate of registration and charge a separate registration fee for each 
such municipality. 

(4) Except as provided in sub. (6), every dealer, distributor and manufacturer shall 
file with the department and every transporter lllay file with the department a duly 
acknowledged application for registration which shall contain: 

(a) The name under which the applicant is transacting business within the state. 
(b) If the applicant is a partnership, the names and addresses of the several persons 

constituting the partnership. 
(c) If the applicant is a corporation, the corporate name under which it is authorized 

to transact business and the names and addresses of its principal officers, resident general 
agent and attorney in fact. 

(d) The place or places of business of the applicant which, in the case of a dealer, 
distributor 01' manufacturer, must be an established place of business. 

(e) If the applicant is a dealer, distributor 01' manufacturer, whether he is engaged 
in wholesale or retail selling or both. 

(5) Except as provided in sub. (6), any dealer, distributor or manufacturer engaged 
in business in this state who fails to apply for registration or fails to apply for sepa
rate registrations for each Wisconsin municipality in which such dealer, distributor or 
manufacturer has an established place of business may be fined not more than $200 01' 

imprisoned not more than 6 months 01' both. 
(6) A person licensed under s. 218.01 as a dealer, distributor or manufacturer of only 

power driven cycles 01' motor bicycles may, but need not, apply for l'egistration under this 
section. 

HistOI'Y1 1961 c. 175, 560 s. 10. 

341.52 Design of registration plates. Registration plates for dealers, distributors, 
manufacturers and transporters are subject to the provisions of s. 341.12 (2) and (3). 
In addition, each plate shall have displayed upon it a symbol capable of distinguishing 
it from any other plate which may he issued to the same dealer, distributor, manufactur
er or transporter. Plates issued to transporters also shall have displayed upon them the 
words uIN TRANSIT". 

341.53 Expiration of registration; transferability of plates. Certificates of regis
tration and registration plates issued to dealers, distributors, manufacturers or trans
porters shall be issued for the calen'dar year and are valid only during the calendar year 
for which issued. Registration plates are transferable from one motor vehicle, trailer 01' 

semitrailer to another motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer and from one mobile horne to 
another. 
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341.55 Penalty for misuse of plates. Any of the following may be fined not more 
than $200 or imprisoned not more than 6 months or both: 

(1) A dealer, distributor or manufacturer or an employe of any of them who operates 
or consents to the operation of a vehicle under purported authority of a registration plate 
issued to the dealer, distributor or manufacturer pursuant to s. 341.51 when such vehicle 
is not owned or being repossessed by the 'dealer, distributor or manufacturer or, even 
though owned or being repossessed by the dealer, distributor or manufacturer, does not 
come within any of the exceptions listed in s. 341.47 (1) (a) to (d); 

(2) Any person who operates a vehicle under purported authority of a registration 
plate issued to a dealer, distributor or manufacturer pursuant to s. 341.51, knowing' that 
such vehicle is not owned or being repossessed by a dealer, distributor or manufacturel' 
or does not come within any of the exceptions listed in s. 341.47 (1) (a) to (d); 

(3) Any transporter who operates a vehicle under purported authority of a registra
tion plate issued to him pursuant to s. 341.51 for any purpose other than that authorized 
by s. 341.47 (3); 

(4) Any person not registered as a transporter who operates a vehicle undei pur
ported authority of a registration plate issued pursuant to s. 341.51 to a transporter. 

341.57 Registration of finance companies. (1) Any motor vehicle owned or being 
repossessed by a finance company licensed under s. 115.09 or 218.01 may be operated on 
the highways of this state for any necessary purpose in repossessing, reconditioning or 
reselling such vehicle without such vehicle being registered if the vehicle has displayed 
upon it a valid registration plate issued to such licensee pursuant to this section. 

(2) A finance company licensed under s. 115.09 or 218.01 may apply to the depart
ment for registration on such form as the department shall provide. Upon receipt of the 
application together with a registration fee of $25, the 'department shall register the ap
plicant and shall issue one registration plate containing the registration number. assigned 
to the applicant. The department upon receiving a fee of $1 for each additional placte 
desired by the applicant shall issue such additional platcs as the applicant orders. Section 
341.52 applies to the design of the plates. The registration and plates are valid only during 
the calendar year for which issued. Plates are transferable from one motor vehicle to 
another. . 

(3) Any of the following may be fined not ;more than $200 or impl~soned not more 
than 6 months or both: 

(a) Any person who makes a false statement in an application for registration under 
this section. 

(b) Any person who uses a plate issued pursuant to this section otherwise than as 
authorized by this section. , 

(c) Any person other than the registered owner thereof who uses a plate issued pur
suant to this section. 

(4) Upon conviction of a licensee under sub. (3), the department may revoke or sus
pend the registration of the licensee and require surrender of the licensee's registration 
plates issued pursuant to this section. 

PENALTY FOR FRAUDULENT PRACTICES. 

341.60 Fraudulent application for registration or license. Any person who gives 
a false or fictitious name or address in an application for license orl'egistration or who 
makes application for license or registration in the name of a person other than the 
true owner, 01' true owner and lessee, may be fined not more than $200 or imprisoned not 
more than 6 months or both. 

History: 1961 c. 560 s, 16. 

341.61 Improper use of evidence of registration. Any person who does any of the 
fol101ving may he fined not more than $200 or imprisoned not more than 6 months or bot4: 

(1) Lends to another a registration plate, kno,ving that the person borrowing the 
plate is not authorize'a by law to use it; 01' 

(2) Displays upon a vehicle a registration plate not issued for ,such vehicle or 'not 
otherwise authorized by law to be used thereon. 

(3) Wilfully twists, paints, alters or adds to or cuts off any portion of a registration 
plate or sticker; or who places or deposits, or causes to be placed or deposited On such 
plate or sticker any substance to hinder the normal reading of such plate; 01' who defaces, 
disfigures, changes or attempts to change any letter or figure thereoil. . 

341.62 False evidence of registration. 'Whoever operates or has in his possession 
a motor vehicle, mobile home, trailer or semitrailer having attached thereto any. plate 01' 
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similar device fashioned in imitation of or altered so as to resemble the current registra
tion plate issued by the department may be fined not more than $200 or imprisoned not 
more than 6 months or both. 

341.63 When registration to be suspended. (1) The commissioner shall suspend 
the registration of a vehicle when: 

(a) The registration was completed through fraud or errol' and the person who regis
tered the vehicle does not,or cannot register the vehicle properly; or 

(b) The requll:ed fee has not been paid and the same is not paid upon reasonable 
notice and demand. 

(2) Any registration suspended pursuant to this section continues to he suspended 
until reinstated by the commissioner. The. commissioner shall reinstate. the registration 
when the reason for the suspension has been removed. 

'(3), .Wheneve'r the registration of a vehicle is suspended pursuant to this section, the 
owner or person in possession of the registration plates shall forthwith return them to the 
department. A person who fails to return the plates as required by this section may be 
fined 'not more than $200 or imprisoned not more than 6 months or both. 




