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66.01 Home rul~; manner of exercise. (1') Pursuant to section 3 of articile XI bf 
the constitution, the method of determination Of the local affairs and government Of cities 
and villages shall be as"prescribe~l in this seCtion. 

(2) (a) A "chartei' ordinance" is any ordinance which enacts, amends or r~peaLs fhe 
whole or any part of the charter of a city or village, or makes the election mentioned in 
subsection ( 4) of this section. ,Such charter ordinance shall be so designated, shall require 
a two'-thirds vote of themembe~~-elect of the legislative body of such city or village, and 
shall be subject to referendum as ,hereinafter prescribed. 

(b) Everycharterordiiuince which amends or repeals the whole or any part of a city 
01' village charter sh<111 designate specifically the portion of the charter so amended or i:e
pealed, and every ch'arter ordinance ,vhich makes the election mentioned in subsection (4) 
of this section shall' designate specifically each. enactment of the legislature or portio]] 
thei'eOf, made"inapplicable to such city or village by the election mentioned in subsection 
( 4) of this section. 

(3) Every enactment, amendment or repeal of the whole 01' any part of the charter 
of any city or village shall. be published in the official newspaper of such city or village, 
01' if there be none then in a newspaper having a general circulation in the city or village, 
shall be recorded by ,the clerk in a permanent book kept for that purpose, with a state
ment of the manner, Of its, adoptio~l, and a certified ~opy thereof shall be filed by said 
clei'kw~th .the secretary of state. The secretary of state shall keep a separate index of all 
charter ordinances and shall on August 1, 1931, issue a cumulative'list of all cha~1er 
ordinimces filed prior to July 1. 1931, arranged alphabetically by city arid village and 



1187 MUNIOIP AL LAW 66.01 

summarizing each ordinance, and annually thereafter shall issue such a list of charter 
ordinances filed during the 12 months prior to July 1. 

(3a) Every charter ordinance enacted pursuant to section 66.01, which charter ordi
nance was adopted by the governing body prior to December 31, 1944, and which ,has 
also been published prior to such date in the official newspaper of such city 01' village, 
01' if there be none in a newspape:r having general circulation therein, shall be valid as 
6f .the date of such original pub-lication notwithstanding tl:\e failure to publish such or
dinance as provided in section 10.43 (5). 

(4) Any city or village may elect in the manner prescribed in this section that the 
whole or any part of any laws relating to the local affairs and government of such city 01' 

village other than such enactments of the legislature of state-wide concern as shall with 
uniformity affect every city or every village shall not apply to such city 01' village, and 
thereupon such laws 01' parts thereof shall cease to be in effect in such city or village. 

(5) Any city, 01' villag'e by charter ordinance may make the election mentioned in 
subsection (4) of this section, or enact, amend or repeal the whole 01' any part of its 
charter; but such ordinance shall not take effect until sixty days after its passage and 
publication. If within such sixty days a petition signed by a number of electors of the 
city 01' village equal to not less than seven per cent of the votes cast therein for gove1'l1or 
at the last general election shall be ,filed in the office of the clm;k of said city or village 
demanding that such ordinance be submitted to a vote of the electors it shall not take 
effect until submitted to a referendum and approved by a majoi'ity of the electors voting 
thereon. Said petition and the proceedings for its submission shall be governed by sub
sections (2) to (5) of section 10.43. 

(6) Any charter ol'dinance may be initiated in the manner provided in subsections 
(1) to (5) of section 10.43, but alte1'l1ative adoption thereof by the legislative body shall 
be subject to referendum as provided in subsection (5) of this section. 

(7) Any charter ordinance may be submitted to a referendum by the legislative body, 
in the manner prescribed in subsections (4) and (5) of se!)tion 10.43, without initiative 
petition, and shall become effective when approved by a· majority of the electors voting 
thereon. ' 

(8) Every chal'ter, chal'ter amendment or charter ordinance ~nacted 01' approved by a 
vote of the electors shall' control and prevail over any prior or supsequent act of the legis
lative body of the city 01' village. , Whenever the electors of any, city or village by a ma
jority vote shall have adopted 01' determined to, continue to operate under either ch. 62 01' 

64, or shall have determined the method of selection of members of the gove1'l1ingboal'd, 
the question shall not again be submitted to the electors, nor action taken thereon within 
a period of 2 years. Any election to change or amend the charter of any city or village, 
other than a special election as provided in s. 10.43 (4) shall be held atthe time provided 
by statute for holding regular city elections. 

(9) The legislative body of any city or village, by resohition adopted by a twocthirds 
vote of its members-elect may, and upon petition complying with section 10.43 shall, sub
mit to the electors in the manner prescribed in subsections (4) and (5) of said section the 
qnestion of holding a chartel' convention under one l()rmOl'e plans proposed in saidresolu-
tion or petition. ' 

(10) The ballot shall be in substantially the following form: 
, HS ~ 

Shall a charter convention be held 7 D D 
If a charter convention be held what plan do you favor7 

Plan 1 Plan 2 

D D Repeat for each 
plan proposed 

Mark an, [XJin the square under the one you vote for. 
If ,a majority of the electors voting thereon vote for a charter convention such c.on

vention shall be held pursuant to the plan favored by a majority of the total votes cast for 
all plans. If no plan receives a majority, the two plans receiving the highest n~lmber of 
votes, ,shall be again submitted to the electors and a convention shall thereupon be held 
pursuant to the plan favored by a majority of the votes cast. ' ' , 

(11) Such charter convention shall have power to adopt a charter or amendments to 
the existing charter.· Such charter or charter amendments adopted by such convention 
shall be certified, as soon as may be, by the presiding officer and secretary thereof' to the 
city or village clerk and shall thereupon be submitted to the' electors in the manlier pre
scribed in. subsections (4) and (5) of section 10.43, 'yithout the altel'llativementioned 
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therein, and shall take effect' 'Only whenapprDved by a majDrity 'Of the electDrs vDting 
thereDn. 

(12) NDthing in this sectiDn shall be cDnstrued tD impair the right 'Of cities Dr villages 
under existing Dr future authDrity tD enact 'Ordinances Dr resDlutiDnsDther than charter 
'Ordinances. 

(14) All laws. relating tD public instructiDn, pursuant tDsectiDns 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 'Of 
article X 'Of' the 'cDnstitutiDn, remain and shall cDntinue in fDrce fDr the establishment,ad
ministratiDn and gDvernment 'Of the district SChDDls as heretDfore, until amended Dr re
pealed by the legislature. The term "district schools" as here used, in additiDn tD commDn 
schools includes, amDng 'Others, any and all public high SChDDls, trade Dr vocatiDnal schoDls, 
auxiliary departments fDr instructiDn 'Of pupils who are deaf Dr 'Of defect,ive speech Dr 
blind, and truancy Dr parental SChDDls. 

(15) TIieprovisiDns 'Of sectiDn 62.13 and chapter 589 of the Laws 'Of 1921 and chapter 
423; Laws 'Of 1923, and chapter 58,6 of the Laws 'Of 1911, shall be cDnstrued as an enact
ment of state-wide concern for the purpose 'Of providing a unifDrm regulatiDn 'Of pDlice 
and fire departments. , '. 

, ,66.013 IncDrporation of vill~gesand cities; purpose and definitions. (1) PURPOSE. 
Itis declared tD, be the policy of this state that the development 'Of ten-itDry frDm town 
tD incDrporated status proceed jnan 'Orderly and unifDrm manner and that tDward this 
end ,eachprDpDsed incorpDratiDI]. 'Of t!ln-itory as a village Dr city be revi.ewed as prDvided 
in (';s. 66.013, to 66.019 tD assure cDmpliance with certain minimum standards which take 
intD accDunt the needs 'Of b'Oth urban and rural areas. 

(2) DEFI,NITIONS. As used, in ss. 66.013 to66.019 unless the cDntext require!3 other-
wise:" ,"', ' , .' ' "" 

" (a) "DirectDr" means the director of the planning functiDn in the department 'Of re-
SDurce develDpment. ' 

: (q) "FoP1l1ation" means the p'Op,~latiDn. ~f a IDcal. unit as shDwn by the last ~ederal 
cens]1s Dr by any subsequent pDpulatlOu estImate certIfied as acceptable by the dIrector. 

, '(c) "MetrDpolitan cDmmunity" means the territory consisting of any c1ty having a 
pDp1,llatiDn 'Of 25,000 Dr more, Dr any 2 incDrpDratedmunicipalities whDse bDundaries, a,re 
within 5 miles Df'each 'Other whose pDpulatiDns aggregate 25,OOO,plus all thecDntiguDUS 
area,' which 'has a, poinilatiDn density of 100 persons Dr mDre pel' square mile, Dr which the 
direct'Orhas !:1etermined 'On the basis 'Of pDpulation trends and other pertinent facts will 
h,ave It minimum density 'Of 100 persons per squal'e wile within 3 years. 

'(d) "MetrDpolitanmunicipality" means any existing Dr prDpDsed village Dr citY' en-
tirely Dr partIywithin a metropolitan cDmmunity., " ' ,,' , , 
• . (Ii) "IsDlated mmiicipality" means any existing Dr prDpDsed village Dr city enth'ely 

'Outside any metropDlitan cDmmunity at the time' 'Of it!> i~cDrporation. '" , " 

~, 66.014 ,Proceduref9r incorpDration of villages and cities. ,(1) NOTIOEOF INTENTION. 
At least 10 days an,9. nDt more than20 days,befDrethe circulation 'Of an incorporation pe
titiDn, a nDtice setting, f'Orth that the petitiDn is tD be cirCl~lated and jncluding an, acclU'ate 
descriptiou 'Of the, ter;ritOl~iI].volyed ,shall, be published ill ,a newspaper 'Of general cil'cu-, 
lation within the cOllnty in which said territ'Ory is located. 

(2) PETITION. (a) The petitiDn for.incDrpDrationof..a village or city shall be in 
writing signed by 50 or mote persons wh~ are both electors and freeholders in the terri
tory tD be incDrporated if the population of the prDposed village Dr city includes 300 Dr 
more persDns; 'Otherwise by 25 Dr more sueh electors 'and freehDlders. 

(b) The petition shall be addre!3secl to, and ,filed with the ,circuit court 'Of a county in 
which all or a major part 'Of the territory t'O be incorpDrated is loc/ded; ancl tl).e' incDrpo
ratiDn petitiDn shall be vDid lIDless fi,leclwithin 6 mDnths of the date 'Of publicatiDn 'Of the 
nDtice 'Of intention tD circulate. 

(c) The petition shall designate a ,represenhitive 'Of. the petitioners, and an alternate, 
WhD shall be an elector or freeholderi'll the territ'Ory, and state his address; de!3cribe the 
teri1tdry tDbe incDrporateclwith sufficient accuracy tD determine its location and have 
attached tliel'etoa scale map reasonably shDwing the b'Oundaries thereof; set forth facts 
8ubsta.ntiallY establishing the standards for incorporation requii'ed herein; and request the 
eil'cuit CDurt to ord!lr a refel'endum' and to certify the incDrpDration 'Of the village or city 
when it is fDund that all requirements have been met. 
, (e) ND,persDnwhohas signed a petition shalLbe permitted to· withdraw his name 
therefrom. ND additiDnal signatures shall be added after a petition is filed. 

, (f)q .Thecirculation of. the petitiDn, shall commence not less ,than 10 days nDr more 
than 20 days aite!' the date 'Of publication of the notice 'Of intention t'O circulate . 
. ", "(3) HEARING; COSTS. (a:) UPDn the filibgDf the petition the circuit court shall by 
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order fix a time anclplace fOl~ a hearing giving preference to such hearing over other 
matters on the court calendar, 

(b) The court may in its discretion by order allow costs and disbursements as pro
vided for a.ctions in ci;l'cuit court in any proceeding ull,der this subsection. 

( c) The court may in its discretion, upon notice to all parties who have appeared in 
the hearing and after a hearing thereon, order the petitioners or any of the opponents to 
post bond.in such amount as it deems sufficient to cover such clisbursements. 

(4) NOTICE. (a) Notice of the, filing of the petition and of the date of the hearing 
,thereon ))efore the .circuit court shall be givep. by pUblication once a week for 2 successive 
weeks in a newspa,per having general circula,tion in the territory to he incorporated, and 
by certified or r~gistered mail to the clerk .of each town in l"hich the territory is located 
and ,to the clerk of each ,metropolitan municipality of, the metropolitan COll11llunity in 
which. the territory is located., rhe second publication a,rid mailing shall be not less than 
10 days prior to the time set for the hearing. 

(b) The notice shall contain: 
1. A description of the ten.'itory sufficiently accurate to determine its .location and a 

statement that a scale map reasonably showing the boundaries of the territory is on file 
with. the circuit court. 

2. The name of each town in which the territory is located. 
3. The name and post-office address . of.. the representative of the petitioners . 

. , ,(5) PARTIES" Any governmental unit entitled to notice pursuant to sub. (4), any 
school district which lies at least partly in. the territory or any other person found by the 
cOUlt to be a party. in interest may become a party to the proceeding prior to the time 
set for ,the ,hearing. ' 

(6) ANNEXATION RESOLUTION. Any municipality whose boundaries are contiguous 
to theterritory'may also file with the circuit court a certified copy of a resolution adopted 
by a two-thirds vote of the elected ,members of the govf;Jrning body indicating a willing
ness to annex the territory designated in the incorporation petition. The resolution shall 
be filed at 01' prior to the heaJ.'ing on the inC0l1)Oration petition, or any adjournment 
granted for this purpose by tht:( court. 

(7) ACTION. (a.) No adion to contest the validity of an incOl1Joration on any 
grolmds whatsoever, whether procedural 01' jurisdictiona,l shall be commenced after 60 
qays.from the date Of issuance of th~ charter of incOl1Joration by the secretary of state. 

(b) Any action coiltesting an incorporation shaH be placed at the head of the circuit 
,court calendar for aJl early hea.ling and. determination. The time within which a w1'it of 
inTOr may be issued or anappea.l taken to obtain' review by the s'upreme court of any 
jUdgment 01' order. in any action or proceeding contesting an incorporat.ion is limited to 
30' days from the date of the filing of such judgment 01' order. ' . 

,. (8) FUNOTrON
i 
OF THE CIRCUIT GOyRT .. (a) After thefiling'of the petition and proof 

elf hotice, the circuit court shall condi1ct a hearing at the time and place specified in the 
notice, or at a time andpla,ce to which t.he heai'ing is duly adjoin·ned. . 
. ,(b) On thebasis of the hearing theei1'cuit judge shall find if the standards under s. 
66.015 are met. If hefh,lds, that the standai'ds are not met, he shall dismiss the petition. 
If he finds, that the stanclal'c1s are Illet lie sliallrefer the petition to the cUi'ector and there
upon the latter BllaH c1etenlline wliether or not the standm'ds under s. 66.016 are met . 
• " (9) FUNCTION OF; Till;' DmEOTO~.' (a,) Upon 1'eceil~t of tIle petition from the circuit 

court ,the c1irecto).'shall make sUyh IllvestigatlOnas may he necessal'Y, to apply the stand-
f'rds ~1llder 13.,66.016. '. ,'. .."... . .' , 

(b) , Unless, the. COlll·t sets ll: diffemqt time limit, the clirElctor shall prepare his proposed 
findings and determination c.iting the evidence in; S\lPPOlt ther,eof 1)>ithin 90 days in the 
case ofll: pJ;oposed !metropolit!\ll nllmicipality and 30 c1a,ys in, the 'case of a proposed iso
lll.tedmunicipality q~~er recElip,t of the.reference from the court., Copies ,of thep1'oposed 
findings ancl determination shall be ~ent by certified orregis~el'f;Jd mail to ,the designated 
r!3i);resElntativ;e of tl1~. petitioner?, al,ld to aU town al}dll,lUli~~ipa.l clerks entitled to receive 
ma~l\,d ,no,tice qf~the pet~t~onul1der sl~b. (4)~ ,. ,H, '., 

, (c). If nO objection to ,tlle proposec1 finclirigs find de,te1'Wl1l,ltion is received by the di
r(lctol', withill,20 daysafte:J; they are . mailed the. proposed. fin~ings and d~termillation shall 
becol1\e final. , If withiri. said. 20 days objection is receivEld, tlte direCt-01' sha.llschedule a 
heal'ing at a place in or convenient to the territol'Y' s'ollghtto be iriCOl1JOratec1.· 
!. (c1), Notice of, the healing shall be given at lea,"\t 10 days before the hearing, by publi

i c~tionatleast once in' a 118WSpaI)er ha'v'irig;generill" .circulation in the ten'itOl'Y to be. in
. co:rporatec1, and by mailing the notiqe to the' desigri:;ttecl representative of the petifioners 
or any'5petitionin;s 'ailClto all 'townandmimicipa.l clerks entitled to receive mailed notice 
of the pet.ition under sub. (4). . 
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(e) After tlle hearing the director shall either declare his proposed findings and de
tennination final or amend his proposed findings and determination and declal'e them 
final. The final findings and determination shall be forwarded by the director to the cir
cuit judge. 

(f) The determination of the director made in accordance with the standards under 
ss. 66.015, 66.016 and 66.021 (11) (c) shall be either: 

1. The petition as submitted shall be dismissed; 
2. The petition as submitted shall be granted and an incorporation referendum held; 
3. The petition as submitted shall be adjusted to include more or less territory as 

specified in the director's determination, and the adjusted petition shall be granted and 
an incorporation referendum held. 

(g) If the director determines that the petition should be dismissed, the circuit judge 
shall issue an order dismissing the petition. If the director grants the petition, as origi
nally submitted or subsequently adjusted, the circuit judge shall order an incorporation 
referendum as provided in s. 66.018. 

(h) The findings of both the judge and the director shall be based upon facts as they 
existed at the time of the filing of the petition. 

(i) No petition for the incorporation of the same or substantially the same terdtory 
shall be entertained for one year following the date of the denial of the petition or the 
date of any election at which incorporation was rejected by the electors. 

NO'l'E: Chapter 683, Laws lDSD, IlrOvi(les in reference to the 1050 re .. ·ision of incorpora
tion and annexation 11rOCee(lings by cb. 2{)1., Ln-n's 1959: 

"(Challter 261, laws of lDSO) Se"tion 10. The p1'o"'isions of chapter 261, laws 1059, shall 
not al)llly to ally hlCOrl)01'ntio)}~ RUl1exutioll or cOllsolhlntioll llroceellings ..,,'lliclt 1-\'ere COlll
Jllencell In'j01' to Aug'ust 12, 1959, nor to any flltu1'e llroceelling;s to illCOl'1101'ate all or sulJ
stnlltinlly nIl of tIle territory for 'lybiclt a cel.'tificnte of incorp01'ntioll " .. ~s issued' by tile 
secretary of state prior to February 14, lD57, but which subsequently shall be decla1'e(1 111-
,"'nli(l by u court." 

66.015 Standards to be applied by the circuit court. Before referring the incorpo
tion petition as provided in s. 66.014 (2) to the director, the court shall determine whether 
the petition meets the formal and signature requirements and shall further find that the 
following minimum requirements are met: 

(1) ISOLATED VILLAGE. Area, one-half square mile; resident popUlation, 150. 
(2) ISOLATED CITY. Area, one square mile; resident population, 1,000; density, at 

least 500 persons in anyone square mile. 
(3) METROPOLITAN VILLAGE. Area, 2 square miles; resident popula.tion, 2,500; den

sity, at least 500 persons in anyone square mile. 
(4) METROPOLITAN CITY. Area, 3 square miles; resident population, 5,000; density, at 

least 750 persons in anyone square mile. 
(5) STANDARDS WHEN NEAR FIRST, SECOND OR THIRD CLASS CITY. vVhere the proposed 

boundary of a metropolitan village or city is within 10 miles of the boundary of a city 
of the first class or 5 miles of a. city of the second or third class, the minimum area re
quirements shall be 4 and 6 square miles for villages and cities, respectively. 

66.016 Standards to be applied by the director. (1) The director may approve for 
referendum only .those proposed incorporations which meet the following requirements: 

(a.) ChMacteristics of tM·1'itoj·Y. The entire territory of the proposed village or city 
shall be reasonably homogeneous and compact, taking into consideration natural bound
aries, natural drainage basin, soil conditions, present and potential transportation facili
ties, previous political boundaries, boundaries of school districts, shopping and social cus
toms. An isolated municipality shall have a reasonably developed community center, 
including some or all of such features as retail stores, churches, post office, telephone ex
change and similar centers of comnllmity activity. 

(b) Te1'j'itMY beyond the core. The territory beyond the most densely populated 
square. mile specified in s. 66.015 shall have in an isolated municipality an average of 
more than 30 housing units per quarter section or an assessed value, as defined in s. 
66.021 (1) (b) for real estate tax purposes, more than 25 per cent of which is attri
butable to existing or potential mercantile, manufacturing or public utility uses; but the 
director may waive these requirements to the extent that water, terrain or geography pre
vents such development. Such teritory in a metropolitan mlmicipality shall have the po
tential for residential or other land use development on a substantial scale within the next 
3 years. 

(2) In addition to complying with each of the applicable standards set forth in sub. 
(1) and s. 66.015, any proposed incorporation in order to be approved for referendum 
must be in the public interest as determined by the director upon consideration of the 
following :-
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(a) Tax 1·evemw. The present and potential sources of tax revenue appeal' sufficient 
to defray the anticipated cost of governmental services at a local tax rate which compal'es 
favorably with the tax rate in a similal' area for the same level of services. 

(b) Level of services. The level of governmental services desired or needed by the 
residents of the territory compared to the level of services offered by the proposed village 
or city and the level available from a contiguous municipality which files a certified copy 
of a l'esolution as provided in s. 66.014 (6). 

(c) Impact 01~ the remaindM' of the town. The impact, financial and otherwise, upon 
the remainder of the town from which the territory is to be incorporated. 

(d) Impact on the metropoUta.n community. The effect upon the future rendering of 
governmental services both inside the territory proposed for incorporation and elsewhere 
within the metropolitan community. There shall be an express finding that the proposed 
incorporation will not substantially hinder the solution of governmental problems affect-
ing the metropolitan community. . 

66.017 Review of the action of the circuit court and the director. (1) Exception 
may be taken by any party in interest to the order of the circuit judge. 

(2) If the exception is addressed only to the application of the standards by the cir
cuit judge under s. 66.015, it shall be perfected as an appeal to the state supreme comt. 

(3) If the exception is addressed only to the application of the standards by the direc
tor under s. 66.016, it shall be perfected pursuant to s. 227.16 as a proceeding for judicial 
review by the circuit court of the findings and determination of the director. Review shall 
be by the court in accordance with ch. 227 and appeal to the state supreme court shall lie 
from the circuit court's determination on the review. 

(4) If exception is taken to the application of both the standards under s. 66.015 and 
the standards lmder s. 66.016, appeal to the state supreme court shall not be perfected 
until the circuit court has judicially reveiwed the findings and determination of the direc
tor pmsuant to eh. 227, and the time for perfecting the appeal shall not connnence until 
the review has been completed /}y the circuit court. 

(5) Where a referendum has been ordered by the circuit court, it shall not be stayed 
pending disposition of an exception to the order, unless the supreme court finds that a 
strong probability exists that the order will be set aside. 

66.018 Referendum procedure. (1) ORDER. The circuit court's order for an incor
poration referendum shall specify the voting place amI the date of the referendum, which 
shall be not less than 6 weeks from the date of the order, and name 3 inspectors of elec
tion. If. the order is for a city incorporation referendum the order shall further specify 
that 7 aldermen shall be elected at la.rge from the proposed city. The city council at its 
first meeting shall determine the number and boundaries of wal'ds and the number of 
aldermen pel' ward by charter ordinance. 

(2) NOTIOE OF REFERENDUM. Notice of the referendum shall be given by publication 
of the order of the circuit court in a newspaper having general circulation in the territory. 
Such publicatIon shall be once a week for 4 successive weeks, the first publication to be n~t 
more, than 4 weeks before the referendmn. 

(3) RETURN. An incorporation referendum shall be conducted in the same manner 
as an annexation referendum under s. 66.021 (5) insofar as applicahle, and the form of 
the, ballot shall be "for a city [village]" or "against a city [village]". The inspectors. 
shall make a retUl'll to the judge of the circuit court. 

(4) COSTS. If the refer(wdum is against incorporation, the costs of the election shall 
be borne by the towns involved in the proportion that. the number of electors of each town 
within the territory proposed to be inC0l1)orated, voting in the referendum, bear's to the 
total number of electors in the territory voting in the referendum. If the referendum is 
for a village or city, the costs shall be charged against the municipality in the apportion
ment of town assets. 

(5) CERTIFICATION OF INOORPORATION. If a majority of the votes in an incorporation 
referendum are cast in favor of a village or city, the clerk of the circuit court shall certify 
the fact to the secretary of state and supply him with 4 copies of a description of the 
legal boundaries of the village or city and 4 copies of a. plat thereof, of which 2 copies of 
both shall be forwarded to the highway connnission and one copy to the department of 
taxation. The secretary of state shall issue a certificate of incorporation and record the 
same. 

66.019 Powers of new village or city: elections; adjustment of taxes; reorganiza
tion as village. (1) VILLAGE OR CITY POWERS. Every village or city incorporated under 
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this section shall be a body corporate and politic, with.po,,~el:S and .priyileges of a munici
pal corporation at common law and conferred by these statutes, 

(2) EXISTING ORDINANOES. Ordinances in force in the .territory. incorporated or any 
part thereof, insofal' as not inconsistent with chs. 61 and 62, shall continue in force until 
altered or repealed. 

(3) INTERIM OFFIOERS~ All·officers of the village or town embracing the territory· 
thus incorporated as a village 01' city shall continue in their ,powers and duties until the 
fu'st meetulg of the board of trustees, or common council at which .. a quqlllm, is pn)sent. 
Until a village or city clerk is chosen and qualified ,all 1 oaths of office and other. papers 
shall b.e filed wi* the circuit court, with whom, the petitio)l "\yas fileci, who shall. deHver 
them With the petitionto the village or city clerk when he (llwlMies.: 'i' 

(4) FIRST VILLAGE; OR OITY ELEOTION. (a) Within 10 days after incorporation of the 
village or city, the clerk. of the circuit court with whom the petition iwasfiled shall. fix·a 
time for the first election, and where appropriate designate the polling, place 01' places, and . 
name 3 inspectors of election for each place. The time for the election shall be fixed 
no less than 40 nor more than 50 days after the date of the certificate of incorpoi'ation 
issued by the secretary of state, irrespective of a'ny other provision in the statutes. Nom
ination papers, shall conform to ch .. 5 insofar as applicable .. Such papers shall he signed 
by not less than 5 pEor cent nor more thanlO pel' cent of the total votes cast, at. the referc . 
endmn election, and be filed no later than 15 days before the time fixed for the ,election. 
Ten da,ys' previous notice of the election shall be given by the clerk of the. cii'cuitcourt 
by publication in the ne,vspapers selectecl.under S. 66,018 (2) and by posting notices in 3 
public places in such village 01' city,. but failure to give such n,otice shall riot invalidate 
the election. .. . , 

(b) The election shall be conducted as prescribed by eh. 6, except that no registration 
of voters shall be required. The inspectors shall 'make returns to the clerk of th~ circllit 
court who shall, within one ,,~eekafter such !,lections, ca-l1vass theretu1'1ls and declai'eth~ 
result. The clerk slJaI~ notify the officers-elect and issll€ certificates' of: election~If 'the 
fiist election' is on the first Tuesday in April the officers so elected and their appointees 
shall commence and hold their offices as for a 'regrilarterm. Othenvise they shall com~ 
mence within 10 days and hold their offices until the regular village or city election and 
the qltalification'af their succesSors and the termS of their appointees shall expire as soon 
as successors qualify. . 

(5) TAXES LEVIED BEFORE INOORPORATION; HOW.OOLLEOTED AND DIVIDED. Whenever a 
village or city is incorporated from tehitory within any town or towns, after the ~'$sess
ment of taxes in any year and before the collection of sllch taxes, the tax so assessed'shall 
be collected by the town treasurer .of the toWl} or the town treasllrersof tM different 
towns of which such village or city formerly constituted a. part, and all nioneys collected' 
from the tax le"iec1 for town plU'poses shall be divided b~tween the village or city alld 
the town or the towns, as provided by s. 66~03, fOl' 'the divisionoI'property owned 
jointly by towns and villages. ." . ' , 

(6)REORGANlZATIOl'" ASVILLME. If the popula.tion of the cityfaHs ,below' 1,000. as 
deterinilied by the United States 'census, the comicil niayi,lpon petition of 15p'Cl'centof ' 
the electors shbmit at any' general 01' city election the questioIi whethe{tM city shall re
organize as a village. If three-fifths of the votes cast on the question are for reoi'ganiza
tion .the mayor and council shall- file a certified copy of the return in tile office of the reg
ister 'of deeds and the clerk of the 'circuit 'court, and shall immediately call' an election, to 
be conducted as are villag'e elections,for the election of village 'officers. Upon the cjiwlifi
cation of such officers, the board of trustees shall declare the city reorganized as a vil-' 
lage, whereupon the .reorganization shall be effected. The. clerk shall forthwith certify a 
copy of such declaration to the secretary of state who shall file the same and indorse' a , 
memorandum thereof on the record of the: certificate of incorporation, of .the, city. ,.Rights 
and liabilities of the city .. shaH continue in favor of or against the village. Ordinances, so,: 
far as within the power of the village, shallremain:in force. until changed. 

66.02 Consolidation. Any town, village. 01' city may be consolidated with a.' con
tiguous town, village 01' city, by ordi1+ance, passecl by a two-thirds vote of all the lllembers 
of each board or council,' fixi1~g the terms .of· the consolidation and ratified by the'. electors' 
at a referendum held in each nlluiicipality .. The ballots shall bem' the words, "forconsoli
dation," and "against consolidation," and if a majority of the votes cast thereon in each 
municipaIityshaH be forccinsolidation, the oi'dinances shaHt~en be in effect and have the' 
force of a cOll'tract.· The' ordihance and' the resrilt of' the refei'endum shaH be certified as 
,provided in s. 66.018 (5); if a town the certification shaH be preserved as provided inss. 
60.05 and 66.018 (5), respectively .•. Consolida~ion, shall,not affect the pre-~xistil).g rigjJ.ts or 
liabilities, 0+ ~ly nllmicipality and actions thereon may l~e commencecl 01' (1ompleted ai3 
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though no consolidation had been effected. Any'con~olida.tion ordinancepl'oposing the 
consolidation of a town and anot.her rimnicipalit.y shall, within 10 days after its adoption 
and prior to its submission to the voters for ratification at a referendum, be submitted to 
the circuit court and director of the planning function in the depa,rtment of resource de
velopment for a determination whether such proposed consolidation is in the public inter
est; The circuit court shall determine whether the proposed Ol'dinrulce meets the formal 
requirements of this section and shall thenl'efer the illatter to the director of the planning 
function'in the department of resource development, who shall find as prescribed' in s. 
66.014 whether t.he proposed consolidation is in the public intel'estin accordance with the 
standards'in s. 66.016. The director's findings shall have the same status as inc011Joration 
findings under ss.66.014 to 66.019. 

NOTE i Olmpter 683, Laws 195\), provillcs in reference to tlle amendnient of tltis section 
by c1l. 2(11, Laws 1959: , , , " , 

"(Oltapter 2(11, laws of'195\) Section 10; The IlrO'l'isions of clmllter 261, laws 1\)5\), sImI] 
llot apl)l,..- to nny illcol'poratioll, annexation' or cOJlsolidnfioll 1l1'Ocee(ling's 'l\~bich 'lYCI'e co:rn;" 
llIence(1 pl·io.l~ to, August 12, 1959, nor to ,any fllt.ure In'oc~edillg's, to illCOl'l)Ol·~te ;tIl 01' ;slIb
stalltiully aU, of tIle. ,territory for 'lyhie]l a cel'tificnte of iJJ,COl'lJOration ",,'as, issue(l by tIle 
secretary of state prior to FebruarY 14, 1\)57, but which sub'sequently slmll be declared in~ 
,"~lhl. by a C.01l1·t~" . 

" 66.021 Annexation of territory. 
context· clearly requires otherwise: 

(1) DEFINITIONS.' In this section, hnless the 

(a) "Owher" means the holder of i'ecord of an estate in possession in fee simple, or 
for life, in hmcl or real propei·ty, ora vendee, of record under a land cohtract for t.he 
s~le df,un est:;tte in possession in fee simple or for life but does not include the vendor 
uncleI' a land .contract. A tenant in common or joint tmiant shall be considered such 
Owner to the extent of his interest. 

(b) "Assessed value" meahs the value. for g-eneral tax purposes as shown on the tax 
l:oll for the year next preceding the filing of any petition for annexation. ,.,. 

,( c) "Real pl'operty" means land and the imprO'i'ements thereon. ' 
(d) "Petition" includes the original petition and any coullterpai't thereof. 
(2) J\fETHODS OF AN,NEXATION. Territory contiguous to imy city or village may be 

annexed thereto in. the following ways: , . . . . 
(a.) Direct a.nnexation. A petition for direct annexation may be filed with the city 

or village clerk sig11ed by:, . 
1. A majority of the electors residing in such territory and either a: theowne1'80f 

one-half of the land in area within such territory, or b. ,the owners of one-half of the real 
property in assessed.valuewithin such territory; or . I • 

2; If no electors i'eside ill such territory, by a: the 01\'nerS of one-half of the land in 
area 1'ithih. such' teriitOl~y, .or b, the bwnl,lrs 6f, one-half of the real property in assessed 
vitlhe ,vithinsuch territory.. ' .'" ...'. . I 

. (b) 111ij,exation by j·i!el·endlt1n. A petition for a referendum on the question of 
annexation may be filed .with the city or 1illage c~erk signed by 20 per cent of the electors 
residing' in the territoi'Y and the owners of 50 per cent of the real property either in area 
or assessed yalue.· .' 

.. (;3) N O'l'IcE. (a) The unllexation shall be initiated by the publication of a notice of 
intention to circulate an annexation petition in a newspaper of general, circulation in the 
territol'Y proposed for annexation. The notice shall contain: 

1 .. A sta.tement. of intention to circulate an annexation petitiqn. 
, A' A descriptioll of,the territory proposed to be annexed, sufficiently accurate to de-
termine its location. , 

3. The name of t.he city or village to which the annexation is proposed. 
4. Thf;l naple of thetown or, towns frqPl which the territOl'Yis proposed to be de-

tached. . " , .' 
5. The name and post-office address of the person causing the notice to be published 

who shall be an elector or owner in the arei\, proposed to be annexed. 
(1) The person who causes the notice to be published shall serve a'copy of such notice, 

together with a copy of the scale inap required 1m del' sub. (4) (a), upon the clerk of 
ea~h municipality affected within 5 days of the date of pUblication of the notice. 811ch 
service may he either by personal sCl'Vice or by i'egistered mail with ret1~rn receipt re-
quested. . 

(4) ,'PETITION. (a) The petition shall state the purpose of the petition and contain 
a description of the' territory proposed 'to be mmexed, sufficiently accurate to detel'luine 
its location,. and have ,attached thereto a scale map reasonably showing the boundai'ies of 
such territory and the relatiOli of the territol'Y to the municipa.lities involved. 

(b) No person who has signed a petition shall be' pei-mitted' to withdraw his name 
therefrom. No additional signatures shall be added after a petition is filed. 

I (c) The circulation of the petition shall commence not less. than 10 days nor mo're 
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than 20 days after the date of publication of the notice of intention to circulate. The an
nexation petition shall be void unless filed within 6 months of the date of publication of 
the notice. 

(5) REFERENDUM. (a) Notice. Within 60 days after the filing of the petition, the 
common councilor village board may accept or reject the petition and if rejected no fur
ther action shall he taken thereon. Acceptance may consist of adoption of an annexation 
ordinance. Failure to reject the petition shall obligate the city or village to pay the cost 
of any referendum favorable to annexation. If the petition is not rejected the clerk of 
the city or village with whom the annexation petition is filed shall give written notice 
thereof by personal service or registered mail with return receipt requested to the clerk of 
any town from which territory is proposed to be detached and shall give like notice to 
any person who files a written request therefor with the clerk. Such notice shall indicate 
whether the petition is for direct annexation or whether it requests a referendum on the 
question of annexation. If the notice indicates that the petition is for a referendum on 
the question of annexation, the town clerk shall give notice as provided in par. (c) of a 
referendum of the electors residing in the area proposed for annexation to be held within 
30 days after the date of personal service 01' mailing of the notice required under this 
paragraph. If the notice indicates that the petition is for direct annexation, no referen
dum shall be held unless within 30 days after the date of personal service or mailing of 
the notice required under this paragTaph, a petition requesting a referendum is filed with 
the town clerk signed by 20 per cent of the electors residing in the area proposed to be 
annexed. If such a petition is filed, the clerk shall give notice as provided in par. (c) of 
a, referendlUn of the electors rcsiding in the area proposed for annexation to be held 
within 30 days of the receipt of thc petition and shall mail a copy of such notice to the 
clerk of the city or village to which the annexation is proposed. Any referendum shall be 
held at some convenient place within the town to be specified in the notice. 

(b) Clel'k to act. If more than one town is involved, the city or village clerk shall 
determine as nearly as is practicable which town contains the most electors in the area 
proposed to be annexed and shall indicate in the notice required under par. (a) such de
termination. The clerk of the town so designated shall perform the duties required here
under and the election shall be conducted in such town as are other elections conducted 
therein. 

(c) Publication of notice. The notice shall be published in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the area proposed to be annexed on the publication day next preceding the 
referendum election and one week prior to such publication. 

(d) How .conducted. The referendum shall be conducted by the town election offi
cials but the town board may reduce the number of such officials for that election. The 
ballots shall contain the words "For annexation" and "Against annexation" and shall 
otherwise conform to the provisions of s. 6.23 (8). The election shall be conducted as 
are other town elections in accordance with ch. 6 insofar as applicable. 

( e) Canvass j statelll ent to be filed. The election inspectors shall make a statement of 
the holding of the election showing the whole number of votes cast, and the number cast 
for and against annexation, attach thereto their affidavit and immediately file it in the 
office of the town clerk. They shall file a certified statement of the results in the office of 
the clerk of each other municipality affected. 

(f) Costs. If the referendulll is against annexation, the costs of the election shall be 
borne by the towns involved in the proportion that the number of electors of each town 
within the territory proposed to be annexed, voting in the referendum, bears to the total 
number of electors in such territory, voting in the referendum. 

(g) Effect. If the result of the referendum is against annexation, all previous pro
ceedings shall be nullified. If the result of the referendum is for annexation, failure of 
any town official to perform literaIly any duty required by this section shall not invali
date the annexation. 

(6) QUALIFICATIONS. Qualifications as to electors and ow11ers shall be determined as 
of the date of filing any petition, except that all. qualified electors residing in the territory 
proposed for annexation on the day of the conduct of a referendum election shall be en
titled to vote therein. Residence and ownership must be bona fide and not acquired for 
the purpose of defeating or invalidating the annexation proceedings. 

(7) ANNEXATION ORDINANOE .. (a) An ordinance for the annexation of the terri
tory described in the annexation petition may be enacted by a two-thirds vote of the 
elected members of the governing body not less than 20 days aiter the publication of the 
notice of intention to circulate such petition and not later than 60 days after the date of 
filing with the city or village clerk of the petition for annexation or of the referendum 
election if favorable to the annexation. If the annexation is subject to sub. (11) the 
governing body shall first review the reasons given by the director of the planning function 
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in the depaliment of resource development that the proposed annexation is against 
the public interest. Such ordinance may temporarily designate the classification of the 
annexed area for zoning purposes until the zoning ordinance is amended as prescribed in 
s. 62.23 (7) (d). Before introduction of an ordinance containing such temporal'y classi
fication, the proposed classification shall be referred to and recommended by the plan 
commission. The authority to make such temporal'Y classification shall not be effective 
when the county ordinance prevails during litigation as provided in s. 59.97 (4a). 

(b) The ordinance may annex the territory to an existing ward or may create an ad
ditional wal'd. 

(c) The ordinance for the annexation of territory to a city that operates its schools 
under the city school system shall provide that the annexed territory is annexed for 
school purposes and is thereby made a part of the city school district and subject to all 
of the laws governing the same. 

(d) The annexation shall be effective upon enactment of the annexation ordinance. 
The board of school directors in any city of the first class shall not be required to admin
ister the schools in any territory annexed to any such city until JUly 1 following such an
nexation. 

(8) FILING REQUIREMENTS; SURVEYS. (a) The clerk of a city or village which has 
annexed territol'Y shall file immediately with the secretal'Y of state 4 certified copies of a 
certificate and plat and one such copy with the register of deeds, signed by the clerk, de
scribing the territOl'Y which was annexed. Failure to file shall not invalidate the annexa
tion but the duty to file shall be a continuing one. The clerk shall certify annually to the 
secretary of state and to the register of deeds a legal description of the total boundaries 
of the municipality as those boundaries existed on December 1, unless there has been no 
change in the 12 months preceding. 

(b) The secretary of state shall forward 2 copies of the certificate and plat to the 
state highway commission and one copy to the department of taxation. 

(c) Any city or village may direct a survey of its present boundaries to be made, and 
when properly attested the survey and plat may be filed in the office of the register of 
deeds in the county in which the city or village is located, whereupon the survey and plat 
shall be prima facie evidence of the facts therein set forth. 

(9 ) VALIDITY OF PLATS. Whcr'e any annexation is decla.red invalid but prior to such 
declaration and subsequent to such annexation a plat has been submitted and has been 
approved as required in s. 236.10 (1) (a), such plat shall be deemed validly approved de
spite the invalidity of the annexation. 

(10) ACTION. (a) No action may be commenced after 60 days from the effective 
date of any annexation to contest the validity thereof upon any grounds whatsoever, 
whether denominated procedural or jurisdictional. The validity of any annexation shall, 
60 days after the effective date thereof, be conclusively established and may not be at
tacked collaterally 01' otherwise questioned. 

(b) Any action contesting an .annexation except actions pending on November 17, 
1957 shall be placed at the head of the circuit court calendal' for an early hearing. The 
time within which a writ of error may be issued 01' an appeal taken to obtain review by 
the supreme court of any judgment or order in any action 01' proceeding contesting an 
annexation is limited to 30 days from the date of notice of the entry of such jUdgment or 
order. 

(11) REVIEW OF ANNEXATIONS. (a) Annexations within populous counties. No an
nexation proceeding within a county having a population of 50,000 or more as shown by 
the last federal census shall be valid unless the person causing a notice of annexation to 
be published pursuant to sub. (3) shall within 5 days of the publication mail a copy of 
the notice and a scale map of the proposed annexation to the clerk of each municipality 
affected and the state director of the planning function in the department of resource 
development. The director may within 20 days after receipt of the notice mail to the 
clerk of the town within which the territory lies and to the clerk of the proposed annex
ing village or city a notice that in his opinion the annexation is against the public inter
est. No later than 10 days after mailing the notice, the director shall advise the clerk of 
the town in which the territory is locatea and the clerk of the village or city to which the 
annexation is proposed of the reasons the annexation is against the public interest as de
filled in par. (c). The annexing municipality shall review such advice before final action 
is taken. 

(b) Am~exatio1l8 of one squa1'e mile 01' 11101'8. Whenever a village or city adopts an 
ordinance annexing an area of one square mile or more, it shall immediately petition the 
circuit court of the county in which the village or city is situated for a determination that 
the annexation is in the public interest and the ordinance shall not be in effect until the 
'court so determines. The court shall obtain an advisory report of the state director of 
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regional planning on whether the annexation is in the public interest as defined in par. 
(c). Notice of the filing of the petition shall be given by the village or city promptly by 
publication once in a newspaper having general circulation in the county 'where the vil
lage or city is sitllated and by certified mail to the clerk of the town from which the 
territory is sought to be annexed. The town 01' any elector Dr DWlHlr of real estate in the 
territory niay intervene in the court proceedings within 20 days of the 'publication .of 
notice of the filing of the petition; The adoption of the ordinance shall constitute prima 
facie evidence that the annexation is in the public interest; , 

(c) Definition of public inte1'e<3t. FDrpUl1JoSeS of this subsection public int81;est is 
determined by the director of the planning function in the depm1;ment of reSource devel
opment after consideration of the following: 
, 1. Whethei' the governmental services, including zoning, tobesupplied to the terri
tory could dearly be better'suppliecl by the t01vn 01' by sOlue other village or city whose 
boundaries are contiguous to the territory proposed for alinexation which files\l'ith the 
circuit CDurt a certified copy of a resolution adoiJted by a tw'0-tliii'~1svote of the elected 
meinbel;s 6fthe governing body indicating a' willingness to , annex the territory upon 
receiving an otherwise valid petition for the imnexation of the territory. ' ' 

, 2. The. shal~e of the l~l'Oposed annex\ltion, al~d the h?mogeneit:y- of the territory with 
the anneXll1g VIllage 01' Clty and any other contIg'uous VIllage or Clty. 

,(12), UNANIMOUS APPROVAL. If a petition for dire,ct, annexation signed by all of the 
,electors residing in such territory and the, owners of all of the ,real property ill; such ter
ritory is, filed with the city or village clerk together with a, scale map' and a description of 
the property to bealll1exed, showing the!:JOundaries of such territo~'y and the relatioll, of 
the territory to the municipalities to whicha)lnexation is requested, an, annexation, ordi
nance for the annexation of such territory may be enacted, by a twocthirds vote of, the 
,elected members of the governing body of the city Dr village without compliance wHh the 
notice requirements of sub. (3). 

(13) REVIEW REQUIREMENTS. The provisions .of sub. (12)' • d.o :not eliminate the 
necessity for review as required by sub. (11). 

Jlistorj'l 1961 c. 78, 483. 
CI'OSS Reference. See 62.071 for special provision' fOl' annexations to' cities 'Of the first 

class. ' , 
, NOTE: C]u.pter 683, La'>\'s1959, llr';vides in 1'eference"to the 1959 'revision of iiwi.rliora-
tion and nlluexntioJl p1'ocecllhlg's' by' ell. 261,- Ln,,'s' ,1950: . : 

"(Chapter 261, laws of 1951l) Section 10. The IJroVisiolls of ehapter 261, laws 1959, s]mll 
not ~lljl)ly' to any -lnco1'l}Oriitiol), nnllexntioll or consolidation' In'oceellhlg;s ",vIlie]L "'cloe' COll1-
DlenCe(l 1)1"io1' to Aug"ust 12, 1950, nor to any futlu'e 11l'OOeeding's to ·il1C01'llOl'ate nIl, or sub
~tnJltially nIl of tbe terri~t;n'Y for ,,,lticlt n cel.'tificnte o~ ~Jl~o.rl)Ol·n~ioll ""'US issue(}. by the 
seeretary of state prior' to' February 14, 1957, but which subs'equently' shall be declare<l in
valid by n. court." 

N ot~ ~ Chapter ,67(), Lan's Qf 1957, pl'o~ddes ,J, Tlti~ ;tct sb~'~ not al)llly t9 any nll11e~n,tJQllJ 
illCOrl)Ol'ution, cOllso}i(lntioll or detncblllent cOllllllencell pl.'lOr to the efiecti-lYe (late 11ereof. 
SllCll 'l)rOceetliug:s "::nlny be "col1tiuuc(1 ill acco1'(lance" "'itb any UI)plicnble statute rel)cnled by 
this nct not'{\'itbstnntli::ng its repeal. 

A publication of a notice containing the 
legal· description, but' which omitted the 
customary heading of the description"was 
sllfficient. Madtson v. MOI\ona, 10, W(~d) 
32, 102 NW (2d) 206. ... . 

A,map, contained in a notice of intent to 
allnexanq in a petition for annexation, al),d 
reasonably showing the' bourldal'ies of the 
territory proposed to be annexed. the rela
tion of such. territory to the annexing ci,ty, 
and that such territory' was contiguous' 
thereto,sufficiently met the requirements of 
(3) (b) and (4) (a) relating. to a "scale 
map." Madison v. Monona, 10 'W (2d) 32, 102 
NW (2d) 206.. .. , 

This section places no. restrictions Dr re
quirements as to the' amount of territory to 
be included in an annexation, and does not 
require that the boundilries of such territory 
be according to any set pattern; and' the 
gerrymandering of the boundaries of . the 
territory proposed to be annexed was dis
cretionary· with the petitioners in the in-' 
stant case .. Madison v; lvlonona, 10 W (2d) 
32, 102 NW (2d). 206. 

An annexation' ordinance, which at most 
is voidable and not void, continues in effect 
until declared invalid by proper court. de
termination and, until such time as such 
ordinance is invalidated, it is effective to 
pre-empt the field and prevent any other an
nexation proceeding from being initiated to 
annex any ,part of the affected area to some 
other incorporated municipality. State ex 

reI. Madi~on v. M~n~na, i1 W(2d)'93, 104 
NW (2d) 158. . .. ., .•. 

The city's notice of intention to circulate 
an annexation petition. statil),g that the city 
of Madison would' cause a petition to be Cir
culated· for the' purpose of annexing certain 
!ands loc~t,!d. in nearby to,wns, aJ,ldcontain
Ing a descriptlOn which plainly showed that 
the land bordered the city limits of Madi
son, and no other village or city, suffictently 
satisfied the requirement 'of (3) (a)' 3; 'that 
such a notice, must' contain, the, name of the 
municip9,lity to 1"hich the a,nnexation il'l,pro
posed.' Towno'f Ma'dison v.' City of'Madison:, 
12 W (2d) 100,;106NW (2d) .264. " . 

Under (1) (a) a city, as owner of land 
within a'n area; may join in, 'a petition for 
annexation'.' The city's adoption of an an" 
nex9,tion ordinance c,onstituted. a ll<mrejec: 
tion 'of the petition. In direct annexation 
proceedings the city is not required, to give 
notice of nonrejection and then wait 30 ,days 
before adopting the ordinance. Town of 
Madison v. City of :Madison, 12 W (2d) 100 
106 NW (2d) 264. '. . . . .. ' 

'Where a' city council did riot .enact an 01'
dinancefor the annexation of territory in a 
t,own w~th~n 60 days after the petition for 
annexatIon had been filed with the city 
clerk, as required by (7), the annexation 
ordinance was void and of no effect.. Madi-

, son v. Blooming Grove, 14 W (2d) 143, 109 
NW (2d) 682. . . 

66.022 Detachment of tertitory. Territol'Y m~y lJe detached from any' City or viI~ 
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lage and be attacned to any cit'y, 'village ,or town, to 'which it is contiguous, in the follow
ing manner: 

(1) A petition signed by a majority of the owners of three-fourths of the taxable lan:d 
in area within such territory or, if there is no taxable land therein, by all owners of such 
land, shall be filed with the clerk of the city or village from which detachment is sought, 
within 120 days after the date of publication in a newspaper having general circulation 
in the area of a notice of intention to circulate a petition of .detachment. 

(2) An ordinance detaching such territory may be enacted ,Vithin 60 days after the 
filing of such petition, by vote of three-fourths of all the members of the governing body 
of the detaching city or village and its terms accepted within 60 days after such enact
ment, by an ordinance enacted by a vote of three-fourths of all the members of the gov
Ill'ning body of the city, village or town to which such ten>itory shall be annexed.' The 
failure of any governing body to adopt the ordinance as provided herein shall' be deemed 
a rejection of the petition and all proceedings thereunder shall be void. 

(3) ,The governing body of any city, village or town involved m~y, or if a, petition 
signed by 5: per cent of the electors thereof, as determined by the register o£ voters 0)'1 
the date of ,filing' of such ,petition, demanding a referendum thereon, be presented to. it 
within 30 days after, the passage o£ either of the ordinances, herein provided for, shall 
cause the question to be submitted to the electors of the city, village or town whose elec
tors petitiou,ed therefor, at a referendum election .Gll,lled for such purpose within 30 days 
after the filing of sU,ch petition, or after the enactnlent of either ordinance. The g'overning 
body of the municipality sh1\ll appoint 3 ele,ction inspectors '~ho shall be, !·esidentelectors 
~o supervise the referenduDl' The ballots shall contain the words "For Detachmei;lt". and 
'''Against Detachment." The 'inspectors shall certify the results of the election by their 
affidavits annexed thereto and file, a copy with the clerk of each town, village 01' city in
volved, and none of the ordinancessb provided for shall take effect nor be in force unless 
a majority of the, electors, shall approve the same. The referendum election' shall be con
ducted in accordance with eh. 6 insofar as applicable. 

, Cross Reference: See 62.075 for special provision for' detachmerit of farm lands from 
cities. ' . , . , 

66.023 Consolidation or annexation: to a city operating, under, city school plan; 
taxes. (1) In the absence of in agreement to the contrary under this section, territory 
in ,a s,chool dish'iet which is annexed to or consolidated with a city operating under the 

, 'c~ty school plan sha~l b~ transferre~ for, scllOo1 purposes on July 1 . follow~g the effec-
hve date of the annexatlOn 01' consohdatlOn. " 

(2) If an action is brought as provided in s, 66.021 (10) to contest the v1\lidity of the 
annexation or is brought to contest the validity of a consolidation within 60 days of the 
effective elate thereof, or if the validity of an annexation or consolidation .to. a city, oper
ating under the city school plan is being litigated on June 26, 1959, the territory shall be 
transfel'1'ed: for school pm 'poses .on July 1 succeeding the final determination of thelitiga
tion~ A detennination of the litigation 'shall not be deemed final until the expil'ation' of 
the appeal period to the state supreme court. ',' 

(3.) The school distl>ict board and the board of education may enter into an ag'l'ee-
· ment that the school ctistric.t territory shall be transfen·ed. to, the city for schd01 purposes 
ona date pl>ior to that provided in this section. Such ag'l'eemelit n1ay also pi'oVid~ that 
the school children in the territory shall be educated in the district school, in 1vPich event 

· the city shall pay tuition '1'01' such c;Qildren according to law. If the territory is 'not trans
ferred foi'.school purp'oses.inadvarice of the time providedhel'ein, the district bollra and 
the board of educatimi'illay nevertheless enter into an agreement to pennit the schob1,chil
li'en in the area annexed 01' consolidated to atteilc1 the citY's schools, and the district shall 

· thereupon pay tlution to the city according to law. ' " . '. ' 
(4) Between the. date of accomplishment of statutory requirements to effectuate a 

consolidation or annexation of territory to a city' operating unde):" a city school pliui. !lnd 
the date any such territory bec.omes a pa:rt of such city for school purposes, as provided 

• herein,' no portion o£ the city school tax or taxes levied by the city to' repay' '.obligations 
incurred to finance School fiwilities' Shall be levied against the property' in' said' aniieied 
'or consolidated territory, and during said pel>iotl such territory shall continue to vote on 
school matters within, and pay school taxes for the SrtppOl't of, the' distdct of which it 
was a pal'twhen such consolidation or annexation proceedings were commenced and shall 
not vote On any matterl'elating to the city school plan within such city. The school dis
trict clerk shall certify to the propel' clerk as provided in s. 40.35 (8) the proportion of 
the school taxes to be levied by the city 01' town. 

(5) This section applies only to cities operating under ss. 40.80 to 40.827. 
History I 1961 C. 304. ' 
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··66.024 Annexation by referendum; court otcM.", A~ a complete alternative to any 
other annexation procedure, unincorporated territory which contains electors and is con
tig'Uous to a city 01' .village may be annexed thereto in the manner hereafter provided. 
The definitions in s. 66.021 (1) shall apply to this section. 

(1) PROOEDUREFOR ANNEXATION. (a) The governing body of the city 01' village to 
which it is proposed to annex territory shall, by resolution adopted by two-thii'c1s of the 
members-elect, declare its intention to apply to the circuit court for an order for an an-

, nexation referendum, and shall publish the resolution once in a· newspaper having general 
circulation in the area pl~oposed to be annexed, anA shall cause to be made a scale map 
of such telTitory sho.wing it in relation to the annexing. city or village. The resolution 
shall contain a description of the territory to be affected, sufficiently accurate to deter
mine its locatioll, the name of the municipalities directly affected and the name and post
office address of the municipal official causing the resolution to be published .. The Person 
who causes the :l'esolution to be published shall serve a copy of the resolution tog!lther 
with the scale map upon the clerk of the town 01' towns from which the territory is to be 
detached within 5 days of the date of publication of the resolution. Such service may be 

"either by personal servIce or by registerec1mail and if by registered mail an affidavit must 
be on file with the annexing body indicating the date said resolution was mailed. The an

'nexation shall be deemed commenced upon publication of the resolution. 
(b) Application to 'the circuit court shall be by petition subscribed by the officers 

designated by the governing body, and shall have attached as a part thereof: the scale 
map, it certified copy of the resolution of the governing body and an affidavit of the pub
limition and filing' requii'ed under pal'. (a). Suchpetition shall be filed in the circuit 
court iwtless than 30 clays but no more than 45' days after the publication of the notice 
of intention.' . 

(2) PROTEST TO OOURT BY ELEOTORS; HEARING. (a) If prior to the date set for hear
ing upon such application, there is filed with the court a petition signed by a. majority of 
the electors residing ill the terri tory or the owners of more than one-half of the real prop
erty in a1lSessed value in such territory, protesting against the annexation of such tel~ri
tory, the court shall deny the applicatiOli for an annexation referenduril. 

(b) If a· petition protesting the annexation is found insufficient the court shall pro
ceed to hear all parties intel'ested for or against the application. The court may in its 
discretion adjourn such hearing fi'om time to time, direct a survey to be made' and refer 
any qUestion for examillation and report thereon. Any town whose territory is involved 
in 'the proposed annexation shall, upon application, be a party and entitled to be heard 
on any matter pertaining' thereto. 

(3) DiSMISSAL. If for any 'reason the proceedings are dismissed, the .court may, in 
its discretion; order entry of judgment against the city or village for such disbursements 
oi, any part thereof as have been incurred by .the parties opposing the annexation . 
. '(4) ~EFERJi)NDUll ELEOTION; WHEN ORDERED AND HELD. (a) If the court, after 811ch 
hearing, is satisfied as to the COlTeetness of the description of the telTitory or any suryey 
and that the provisions of this section have been. complied with, it shall make an order 
so declaring' and shall direct a referendum election within the territory which shall be 
described iil the order, on, the question, whether such area should he annexed. Such order 
sh~ll direct3e.1eetors named therein residing in the town in which the territory proposed 
to be annexed lies, to perform the duties of inspectors of election. 

(b ) The referendum election shan be held within 30 clays after the entry of the order, 
in the territory Pl:oposed for annexation, by the electors of such territory as provided in 
s. 66.021 (5), so far as applicable. The ballots shall contain the words "For Annexation" 
and i'AgainstAnnexation". Th~ certification of the election inspectors shall be filed ,vith 
the clerk of the court, ancl the clerk of any mlUlicipality involved, but need not be filed 
with the register of deeds. 

e e) All costs of the referendum electio,ll shall be borne by the petitioning city 01' 

village. 
(5) DETERMINATION BY VOTE. (a) If a majority of the votes cast at such referendum 

election is against anllexation, no other proceeding under this section affecting the same 
territory or part thel'eof, shall be commenced by the same municipality, up.til 6 months 
after the date of the referendum election. 

(b) If a majority of the votes cast at such referendum election is for annexation,the 
telTitory shall beannexed.to the petitioning city or village upon compliance. with s. 
66.021 (8). 

(6) ApPEAL. Any appeal from the order of the circuit court shall be limited to con
tested issues determined by such court. Such appeal shall not stay the conduct of the 
referendum election provided herein, if one is ordered, but the statement of the election 
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results and the copies of the certificate and plat shall not. be filed with the secretary. of 
state until the appeal has been determined. 

(7)' LAW APPLICABLE. Section 66.021 (10) shaH apply to annexations under this 
section. 

(8) TERRITORY EXCEPTED. The provisions of this act shall not apply to any territory 
located in an area for which a certificate of incorporation was issued prior to February 
24, 1959 by the secretary of state, even if the incorporation of such territory is later held 
to be invalid by a court. 

66.025 Annexation of owned territory. In addition to other methods provided by 
law, territory owned by and lying near but not necessarily contiguous to a village or city 
may, be annexed thereto by ordinance adopted by~the board of trustees of such village or 
the council of such city, provided that in the case of n<.ll1contiguous territory the use of 
such territory by.the city 01' village is not contrary to, any town or county zoning regula
tion. Such ordin'ance shall contain the exact description of the territory annexed and,the 
names of the town or towns from which detached, and shall operate to attach such terri
tory to such village or city upon the filing of 4 certified copies thereof in the office of the 
secretary of state, together with 4 copies of a plat showing the boundaries of the territory 
attached; Two copies of the ordinance and plat . shall be' forwarded by the. secretary of 
state to the highway commission and one copy to the department of taxation. 

No implication arises from the existence city under .the general annexation procedure 
of this section which would prevent· a city; provided for in other sections of the stat
owning property in the territory sought to utes. Town of Madison v. City .of .Madison, 
be annexed, from participating as a property 12 IV (2d) 100, 106 NW (2d) 264. 
owner in an attempt to annex land to the ' , 

. 66J)26 Notice of litigation. Whenever any proceedings, under ss: 60.81, 61.187" 
61.189, 61.74, 62,.075, 66.013 to 66.019, 66.021, 66.022,66 . .025 or other sections relating 
to an incorporation, annexation, consolidation, dissolution' or detachment of territory of 
a city or village is contested by instigation of legal proceedings, the clerk of the city o~' 
village involved in such proceedings shall forthwit~l file with the secretary of state 4 copies 
of a notice of the commencement of such action. He shall also file with the secretary of 
state 4 copies of any judgments rendered or appeals taken in such cases. The notices or 
copies of judgments as herein required may also be filed by an officer or attol'lley of any 
party of interest. T.he secretary of state shall forward to the highway commission 2 copies 
and to the department of taxation one copy of any notice of action or judgment filed ,,,ith 
him pUl'suant to this section. ~ 

Histo1'Y' 1961 c. 33. 

66.027 Municipal boundaries, fixed by judgment. Any 2 municipalities whose 
boundaries are immediately adjacent at any point and who are parties to any aCtion, 
p'rciceeding 01' 'appeal which was pending on 'January 1, 1961, in court for the purpose 
of testing the validity or invalidity of any annexation, consolidation or detachment, may 
enter into a written stipulation, comproinising and settling any such litigation and de
termining the common boundary line between' said municipalities; and the court having 
jurisdiction of said litigation, whether· it is a cil'cuit court or the supreme court, may 
enter a final judgment incorporating the provisions of said stipUlation and fixing the 
common bOlmdary line between the municipalities involved. For the purposes of this.sec-
tion "municipalities" iil(iludes cities, villages and towns. ' , " 

History. 1961 c. 59. 

66.029 Town boundaries, actions to. test alteration. In proceedings whereby terri
tcii'y is attached, to ,or detached from any t01Yn, the town. is an. interested party, and the 
town board may institute, maintain or defend, an action brought to test the validity of 
such proceedings, and niay be interpleaded in any such actioD:. 

66.03 Adjustment of assets and liabilities on division Of territory. (1) DEFINI
TION. In' this section "fuunicipality" includes school district, town, village and city. 
, (2),BASIS. (a) Except as otherwise provided in this section when territory is trans

ferred, in any manner provided by law, ,from one municipality to another, there. shall be 
assigned to such other municipality such proportion of the assets and liabilitiel:> of the 
first municipality as the assessed valuation of aU taxable property in the territory trans
ferred bears to the assessed valuationof all the taxable property of the entire municipality 
from which said teTI'itory is taken according to the last assessment roll of such municipality. 
The clerk of any m1micipality to which territory is transferred as aforesaid, .within 30 
days of the effective date of such tr~msfer, shan certify to the clerk of the mlmicipality 
fro'111- which SllCh terriiol;y was tr/!-usfeTI'ed a metes and bounds, description of the land 
arEja involved and upon receipt of such description the clerk of the municiPlllity from. 
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,,,hich ~uch territory was transferred shall certify t.o the supervisor .of assessments of the 
Wisconsin department of taxation having jurisdiction dver the hind area involved, the 
latest assessed value of the real and personalpl;operty located within said' area,' and shall 
make such further reports as may be needed by such supervisor of assessments in the' per
formance of duties required by law. 

(b) When the transfer of territory from one municipality to another results from the 
ihCOi'poration of a new city or village, the proportion of the assets and liabilities assigned 
to such city or village shall be based on the average assessed valuation for the preceding 
5 ye,ars of the property transferred in proportion to the average assessed valuation for 
the preceding 5 years of all the taxable property of the entire municipality from which 
said territory is talmn,accordihgto the aSsessment rolls of such municipality for said 
years. I~ any such case the certificatiQ."u by the clerk ,of the municipality from ,"'hich 
ter;ritol'Y w~s transferred shall include the assessed value of the real a,nd. personal prop
erty within the territory transferred for each of the last 5, yem:s. The preceding 5 years 
shall include the assessment rolls for the 5 ,calendar yeal'S prior'to the incorporation . 

. (2q)$OHOOL DIS,!,~ICTS. lY~en teri'itory is transferred, in any mannerproviC\ed by 
la,v, from .one school district toa,nother schqol district, there shall be assigned ,to each 
school district'involved slIch proportion of the assets and liabilities of. the school district'1 
involved as theeqlializeq valuation of all taxable property. in the, territory transfen·ed. 
bears to the equalized valuation of all the taxable property of., the school district from 
which saidterritOl'Y is taken,said equalized valuation to be maqe by the depa11ment of 
taxation upon application by the clerk; of the school district or city td which the telTitOl'y 
is transferred. The clerk of any school district or city to which territol'y is transferred 
as a,foresaid, within 30 days of the effective date of such transfer, shall. certify to ,the 
clerk of the municipality from which such territory ,was ,transferred a metes and. b~unds 
description o~ thelaI\d area involved and upon receipt of s~lCh description the clerk of 
the municipality from' which. such territory was transferred shall certify to the super
visor of assessments of the depm'tmeht of taxation having jurisdiction oyer the land 
area involVed, the latest assessed value of the real and personal property located within 
said area, an~l shall ma}re such futther reports as may be needed by such supervisor' of 
assessments in theperfoi'm!illce of duties required by law. ' , 

(2e) OPTIONAL METHOt> OF .,ADJUS'l'MENT. Two or more school ~1istricts,'prior, to 
their consolidation, or the attachment of part of their district to another district, may, 
by identical resolutions adopted by a three-fourths vote of the members of each board 
concerned, establish an alternate method to govern any adjustment of thei~' assets and lia
bilities to apply to any subsequent detachment from the enlarged district. The authOl'ity 
of .this paragraph shall apply wherever the boards find that the adoption of the resolution 
is necessary to proyidE) a more equitabl<; method than provided in sub. (2) or (2<\). This, 
subsection shall alsOal)ply if one or more of the.unitl;l inyolvedoperates under s. 40.80. 
The resolutions adopted shall be recorded in the ,office of .the register of, d!leds. 

,(2m) ATWAOHMENT AND. DETAOHMENT WITHIN 5 YEARS. Whenever .territOl'Yis at
tached, to, or consolidated with it school district ora city operating under the city school 
plan, .and such territory, or any part thereof is detached therefrom iwithin 5 yea,rs after 
such atta<;hl11ent or, • consolidation, ,the, school district or city, to which it, is. transferred 
sh'all be entitled, ,in the apportionment of assets and liabilities, only to the assets or lia-, 
bilities or proportionate part thereof apportioned to. the school disti'ictor' city as the 1'e-, 
suIt of such original attachment or consolidation. 

(3 ) REAL ESTATE. (a) The title to. real estate. shall not. be trans~erred e;xcept., by 
agreement, but the value thereof shall be included in determiningJhe assets of the munici
palityowning the samd and in making the adjustment of assets ,and lIabilitIes.. "" " 

" (b ) The TIght to 'possession and control 0;1: school buqdirigs and school s,ites shall pass 
to the municipality in which the same are situated immediately upon the annexation or 
detachl11ent of any school district territory to another municipality becoming effective, 
except that in Cities of the first class the right to possession and control of, such school 
buildings and school sites shall pass on July 1 following the adoption of the ordinance 
authorized by s.66.021 (7). The mmiicipality thus receiving possession and control of 
said school buildings' and school sites'shall be liable to the school district from which the 
same is annexed'or detached for its share of the value of the use thereof, which shall be 
determined at the time of adjustment of assets and liabilities .. The municipality ahllexing 
the 'terrltOl'Yshall proVide school facilities for the children residing in the l~emainder of the 
school district pending the adjustment of assets and liabilities on . payment of tuition based 
6u the', per capita cost of in~tr'uction.' . 

(c) When as a result of any annexation whereby a school district is left ,vithout Ii 
school building, any moneysa're received by such school district as a result of the division 
of assets and liabilities required by s. 66.03, which are derived 'from values that were cap-
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ital aS$ets, such moneys and interest tliereon shall beheld in trust by such SChDDI district 
and dispensed Dnly for procuring new capital assets Dr l'emitted to an operating district 
as the remainder of the suspended district becomes a part of such operating district, and 
shall in nD case be used to meet current Dperating expenditmes. This shall include any 
funds in the hands 6f any district officers Dn July 1, 1953, resulting frDm such actiDn 
previously taken under s. 66.03. The boards inVDlved shall, as part of their duties in 
division of assets and liabilities in schDol districts, make a written report of the alloca
tiDn Df assets and liabilities to the state superintendent Df public instructiDn and any 
IDcal superintendent of schools whDse territDry is inVDlved in the divisiDn of assets. 

(4) PUBLIC UTILITIES. Any public utility plant, including any dam, power hDuse, 
power transmissiDn line and other structures and property Dperated and used in CDnnec
tion· therewith shall belDng to' the municipality in -Ivhich the major pOl·tiOll of the patrons 
of such utility reside. The value Df such utility, unless fixed by agreement Df all parties 
interested shall be determined and fixed by the public service commissiDn upon nDtice to 
the municipalities interested, in the manner prDvided by law. The cDmmissiDn shall certify 
the amDunt Df the cDmpensatiDn tD the clerks of each municipality interested and said 
mADunt ,shall be. used by the appDrtiDnment bDard, 01' bDards in adjusting assets and 
liabWtie;;. " ' , ' I 

(5) ApPORTIONMENT BOARD. The boards or CDuncils of the municipalities, or commit- I 
tees,' thereof selected for that purpose, acting together, shall constitute an apportiomnent 
board. When any mlmicipality is dissolved by reason of all of its territory being so 
t.ransferred the board 01' council thereof existing at the time of such dissolution shall for 
the,pmpose of this section, continue to- exist as the governing body of such municipality 
untH, there has been an apportiDnment of assets by, agreement of the interested munici
palitills or, by. an order of the circuit court. After an agl'eement for apportionment of 
asset& ha,s been entered into between the interested mtmicipalities, 01' an order of the 
circuit, court shall become final, a copy of such apportionment agl'eement, 01' of such 
o-rdlll',Certjfied to- by the clerks of the interested mlmicipalities, shall be filed with the 
stllte department Df taxation, the conservation commission, the state highway cDmmission, 
the state superintendent of public insti'Uction, the department of administration, and 
with, any ,other officer, board; commission 01' agency of the state from which the town may 
he, enWled by law to receive funds Dr certifications 01' Drders'l'elating to the distribution 
or disbursement Df funds, with the county treasurer, with the treasurerDf any munici
pality, 01' with any Dther entity from which payment wDuld 11ave become due if such dis
sDlved municipality frDm which such territory was transferred had eOiltinuedin existence. 
Thereafter payments of income taxes under s. 71.14, Df occupational taxe.<; Dn intDxicating 
liquor under s. 139.28, of, forest, crop taxes under so 77.05, Dfpublic utility taxes under 
s. 76.28, of highway state aids under S" 20.420, Df state aids fDr school purposes under 
ss. 40.53 to 40.71, and !\ll payments of every kind whatsoever due from a bDal'd, commis
siim" officer or agency of the state, from a county, frDm a municipality, or from any other 
entity fron~ which payments would have becDme due if such dissDlved municipality from 
which such territory was transferred had continued in existence, shall be paid tD the in. 
terested municipality as provided by such agreement for apportionment of assets 01' by 
any order of apportionment by the circuit . cDurt and such payments shall have the same 
fOl'ce and. effect as if, made. tD. the, dissolved municipality from which such territory was 
tra:nsferred, ' ' , . 

(~) MEET~NG. T1;te board' 01' e~llncil of the municipality to which the territDry is 
transferred shall fix a time and place for meeting and cause a written notice thereof to 
be given the clerk of the municipality frDm which such territory is taken at least five 
days prior to the date of the meeting. The apportionment may be made only by a ma
jority of the members from each municipality who attend, and in case ,of committees, the 
action must be affirmed by the bDard or cDuncil so repi'esented. 

,(7) AIIJUSTm,NT, HOW MADE. The. apportionment board shall determine, except in 
the case of public utilities, such assets and liabilities frDm the best information obtainable, 
and shall assign to the ml,wicipality tD which the territDry is transferred.its proper prD
portion thel'eof by assigning the excess of liabilities Dver assets, or by assigning any pal'
ticul!\r asset Dr liability to either municipality, Dr in such pther manner as will best meet 
the requirements of the particulaJ.' case. When territDry attached to a city fDr schoDI pur
poses only is detached therefi'Dm, the assets and1iabilities of the city for SChDDl purposes 
shall be considered in apportioning the assets and liabilities and such territpry may be 
assigned its proportionate shaJ,'e Df the city's indebtedness for, SChDDI purposes in the 
manner provided by Sllb. (2c). If a, proportionate share of any indebtedness exIsting by 
reason of· municipal bonds 01' other obligatiDns outstanding' shall be assigned to any mu
nicipality it shall cause to be levied and cDllected upon all the taxable property in such 
municipality in Dne sum Dr in annual instalments the amount necessarJi to pay the princi-



66.03 MUNICIP AL LAW 1202 

pal and interest thereon when the same .shall become due, and shall pay the amount so 
collected to the treasurer of the municipality which issued said bonds or incurred such 
other obligations, who shall apply the moneys so received stl'ictly to the payment of s1:\eh 
pri.qcipal or interest. 

(7a) ApPORTIONMENT OF AIDS AND TAXES. If the asset apportioned consists of an 
aid or tax to be distributed in the future according to population, the. apportionment. 
board shall certify to the officer, agency or department responsible for making the dishi
bution each municipality's proportionate share of such asset as deterniined in accordance 
with sub. (2). The officer, agency or department shall thereafter distribute such aid or tax 
directly to the several municipalities according to such certification until the next federal 
census. 

(8) ApPEAL TO COURT. In case the apportionment board is unable to· agree, the cir
cuit court of the county in which either municipality is situated, may, upon the petition 
of either municipality, make the adjustment of assets and liabilities pursuant to provisions 
of this section. 

(9) TRANSCRIPT OF RECORDS. When territory shall be detached from a municipality 
by creation of a new municipality or otherwise, the proper officer of the municipality 
from which the territory was detached shall furnish, upon demand by the propel' officer 
of the municipality created from the. detached territory or to which it is annexed; au
thenticated transcript of all public records in his office pertaining to the detached terri
tory. The municipality receiving the transcript shall pay therefor. 

(10) STATE TRUST FUND LOANS. ,Vhen territory transferred in any manUel' provided 
bylaw from one municipality to another is liable for· state trust fund loans secured under 
chapter 25, the clerk of the municipality to which territory is transferred shall within 30 
days of the effective date of such transfer certify a metes and bounds description of the· 
transferred area to the clerk of the lllunicipality from which· the land· was transferred. 
TllCreupon, the clerk of the municipality from which such territory was transferred shall 
certify to the commissioners of the public lands: (a) the effective date of such transfer 
of territory; (b). the last preceding assessed valuation of the territory liable for state 
trust fund loans prior to transfer of a part of such territory; (c) the assessed valuation 
of the territory so transferred. Thereafter, the commissioners shall in i"ilaking their 
annual certifications of the amounts due on account of state trust fund loans distribute 
annual charges for interest and principal on any such outstanding loans in the proportion 
that the assessed valuation of the territory so transferred shall bear to the assessed valua
tion of the area liable for state trust fund loans as constituted immediately before the 
transfer of tenitory, provided, however, that any transfer of territory effective subse
quent to May 1 of any year shall not be considered until the succeeding year. 

(lOa) CORRECTIONS. The provisions of sub. (10) are applicable to school districts. 
Any errors, omissions or other defects in the taicertifications and levies in connection 
with the repayment of state trust fund loans by school districts for the year 1950 and all 
subsequent years may be corrected by the school district clerk in the tax levy certi:fica~ 
tions for following years. 

(11) DESIGNATING DISTRICTS. Whenevel' a transfer of territory from one school dis
trict to another results in a change in the name of a school district whir;h is liable for one 
or more state trust fund loans secured under ch. 25, the clerk of the school distlict to 
which the territory was transferred shan, within 30 days of the effective date of such 
transfer, certify to the commissioners of the public lands, the county clerk and the cOllrity 
superintendent of schools: 

(a) The name of the school district from which tenitory was tra.nsferred; 
(b) The effective date of such transfer; 

.. (c) The name of the school distIict to which the transfer was made immediately prior 
to the effective date of the transfer; 

(d) The name of the school district to which the h'ansfer was made immediately aiter 
the effective date of such transfer . 

. . Thereafter, in making their annual certifications of the amounts due on account of 
state trust fund loans the commissioners of the public lands shall use the new name of 
the ·school district, provided that any transfer of territory effective subsequent to May 1 
of any year shall not be considered by them until the succeeding year. . 

(12) TIME OF TRANSFER. When the governmental classification of a school dishict is 
changed, all of the .assets and liabilities and the title to an school property shall vest in 
the new district by operation of law upon the effective clate of the change. 

(13) TAXES AND ASSESSMENT. (a) GenM'al p~·OpM·ty taxes. Whenever any tenitory . 
is annexed, .detachec1 or incorporated aiter Aplil 30 in any year, general property taxes . 
levied against said territory shall be collected by the treasurer of the municipality in 
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which the territory was located on May 1 of such year, and all moneys collected from 
the tax levied for local municipal purposes shall be allocated to each of the municipali
ties on the basis of the portion of the calendar year the territory was located in each of 
the municipalities, and paid accordingly. 

(aa) App01·t-ionment when town is nonexistent. If the town in which tel'l'itory was 
located on May 1 is nonexistent when the city or village determines its budget, any taxes 
certified to the town or required by law to be levied against such territory shall be in
cluded in the budg'et of the city or village and levied against such tel'l'itory, together with 
the city or village tax for local municipal purposes. 

(b) Special taxes and assessments. -Whenever territory is transferred from one mu
nicipality to anothel' by annexation, detachment, consolidation 01' incorporation, or re
turns to its former status by reason of court determination, any special tax or assessment 
outstanding against any property in the territory shall be collected by the treasurer of 
the municipality wherein the property is located, according to the terms of the ordinance 
oi' resolution levying such tax 01' assessment. Such special tax 01' assessment, wh~n col
lected, shall be paid to the treasurer of the municipality which levied the special tax 01' 

assessment, or if the municipality is nonexistent, the collecting' treasurer shall apply the 
collected funds to any obligation for which purpose the tax 01' assessment was levied and 
which remains outstanding'; provided that if no such obligation is outstanding, the col
lected funds shall be paid into the school fund of the school district in which the tel'l'itory 
is located. 

(bb) App01'Uomnent wh(;1~ C01t1't retw'ns te1'1'itM'Y to /01'11181' status. Wllenever telTi
tory which has been annexed, consolidated, detached or incorporated returns to its former 
status by reason of a final court determination, there shall be an apportionment of gen
eral property taxes and CUl'l'ent aids and shared taxes to adjust such assets between the 
municipalities, alidno other apportionment of assets and liabilities. The basis of the ap
portioliment shall be determined by the apportionment board subject to appeal to the 
circuit court, but the a.pportionment shalL insofar as practicable equitably adjust such 
assets between the municipalities involvcd on the basis of the portion of the calendar 
year the tel'l'itory was located in the respective municipalities. 

(c) The clerk of the municipality which assessed such special and general tax and 
~pecial assessment shall certify to the clerk of the municipality to which the territory 
was attached 01' returned, a list of all the property located therein to which is charged 
any uncollected taxes and assessments. The certification shall be made within 30 days 
after the effective date of the transfer of the property, but failure to so certify shall not 
affect the validity of the claim. 

66.035 Cod~ of ordinances. The governing body of any city or villege may author
ize the prepa.ration of a code, 01' pali thereof, of general ordinances of such city or vil
lage. Such code, or part thereof, may be adopted by an ordinance referring thereto and 
may he published in book 01' pamphlet form and such publication shall be sufficient even 
thoug'h the ordinances contained therein were not published in accordance with ss. 61.50 
(1) and 62.11 (4) (a). A copy of such code, or part thereof, shall be permanently on 
file and open to public; inspedion in the office of the clerk after its adoption and for a 
,period of not less than 2 weeks before its adoption. 

66.04 Appropriations. (1) BONUS TO STATE INSTITUTION. No appropriation or 
bonus of. any kind shall be made by any town, village, 01' city, nor any municipal liability 
created nor tax levied, as a consideration o~' inducement to the state to locate any public 
educational, charitable, reformatory, or penal institution. 

(2) INVESTMENTS. Any county, city, village, town, school district, drainage district 
. or other governing board as defined by s. 34.01 (4) may invest any of its funds,not im

mediately needed, in time deposits in any bank, savings bank 01' tnlSt company which is 
authorized to transact business in Wisconsin, such time deposits maturing in not more 
than one year, 01' in bonds or securities issued or guaranteed as to principal and interest 
of the United States govel'llment, or of a commission, board or other instrumentality of 
the United States government, or bonds or securities of any county, city, drainage dis
trict, village, town or school district of this state, or in the case of a town, city or village 
in any bonds 01' securities issued under the authority of such municipality, whether the 
same create a general municipality liability or a liability of the property owners of such 
municipality for special inlprovements made therein, and may sell or hypothecate the 
same. Cemetery perpetual care funds, pension funds under s. 62.13 (9) or (10), or en
dowment funds including gifts where the principal is to be kept intact may also be 
invested under ch. 320. 

(3) CEJJEBRATION OF HOLIDAYS. A town, county, school board or school district may 
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appropriate money for the purpose of initiating or participating in appropriate celebra
tions of any legal holiday listed in s. 256.17. 

(4) INVESTED FUND PROCEEDS IN POPULOUS CITIES, USE. In any city of the first class, 
all interest derived from lllVested funds held by the city treasurer in a custodial capacity 
on behalf of any political entity, except for pension funds, shall be deemed general rev
enues of sueh city and shall revert to the city's general fund, conditioned upon the ap
proval by such political entity evidenced by a resolution adopted for that purpose. 

History: 1961 c. 97. 507. 622. 
C1'OSS Reference: See also 157.50 (6) as to investment of municipal perpetual care funds. 

66.041 Municipal audits and reports. Notwithstanding any other provision of the 
statutes the governing body of any city or village may require or authorize a financial 
audit of any municipal activity, including any officer, department, board, commission or 
function financed in whole or part from municipal funds, or where any portion of the 
funds thereof are the funds of such city or village. The governing body may likewise 
i'equire submission of periodic financial reports by any such officer, depa:dment, board, 
commission or function. ' 

66.042 Disbursement from local treasury, (1) Except as otherwise provided in 
subs. (2), (3), (4) and (5), in every county,city, village, town and school district, all dis
bursements from the treasury shall be made by the treasurer thereof upon the, written 
order of the county, city, village, town or school clerk after propel' vouchers have been 
filed in the office of the clerk j and in all cases where the statutes provide for payment by 
the treasurer without an order of the clerk, it shall hereafter be the ,duty of the clerk to 
draw and deliver to the treasurer an order therefor before or at the time when such pay
ment is required to be made by the, treasurer. The provisions of this section shall apply 
to all special and general provisions of the statutes relative to the disbursement of money 
from the county, city, village, town or school district treasury except s. 67.10 (2). 

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a county having a population of 
'500,000 may, ,by ordinance, adopt any other method of allowing vouchers, disbursing 
funds, reconciling outstanding county orders, reconciling bank accounts, examining 
county orders, and accounting therefor consistent with accepted accounting and auditing 
practices, provided that such ordinance shall prior to its adoption be submitted to the 

, state ,department of audit, which department shall submit its recommendations with re
spect thereto to the county board of supervisors. 

(3) Except in cities of the first class and counties having a population of 50'0,000 or 
more, disbursements from the county, city, village, town or school treasury shall be by 
order check. No such order check shall be released to the payee, nor shall such be valid, 
unless signed by the clerk and treasurer. Unless otherwise directed by ordinance adopted 
by the governing body, certified copy of wInch shall be filed with the public depository or 
depositories concerned, the chairman of the county board, mayor, village president, town 
chairman or director of the school district, as the case may be, shall countersign all order 
checks. The governing' body may also by ordinance authorize additional signatures. In 
lieu 'of the personal signatures of the clerk and treasurer and such other signature as may 

'be required, there may be affixed on such order check the' facsimile signatures of such per
sons adopted by them and approved by the governing body concerned but the use of such 
facsimile signature shall not relieve any such official, from anY,liability to which he is 
otherwise subject, including the unauthorized use tllereof. Any public depository shall 
be fully warranted 'and protected in making payment on any check bearing suchfacsinrile 
notwithstanding that the same may have been placed thereon without the authority of the 
designated persons. ' 

, (4) Whenever any board, commission or committee of any county, cit y,village, town 
or school district is vested by statute with exclusive control and management of a fund, 
including the audit and approval of payments therefrom, independently of the governing 
body, such payments shall be made by order checks issued by the county, city, village, 
town or school clerk upon the filing with him of certified bills, vouchers or schedules signed 
by the propel' officers of such board, comnnssion or' committee, giving' the name of the 
claimant or payee, and the amount and nature of each payment. 

(5}Incities of the first class, municipal disbursements of public moneys shall be by 
order, check or order check. Checks shall be signed by the treasurer and countersigned 
by the comptroller. Orders shall be signed by the mayor and clerk and countersigned by 
the comptroller, as provided in the charter of such city; Disbursements of school moneys 
shall be in the manner provided by s. 38.16 (2). Disbursements of vocational school 
moneys shall be in the manner provided by s. 41.16 (5), exceptthat sueh orders or checks 
shall be signed by a person authorized by the board of vocationalimd adult education and 
countersigned by the city comptroller. 
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(6) Withdrawal or disbursement of moneys deposited in a public depository as de
fined in s. 34.01 (2) by a treasurer as defined in s.34.01(7), other than the elected,. ap
pointed or acting official treasurer of a county, city, village, town or school district, shall 
be by check signed by the person or persons designated by written authorization of the 
governing board as defined in s. 34.01 (4). Any such authorization shall conform to any 
specific statutory provision covering the disbursement of such funds. Any public depos
itory shall be fully warranted and protected in making payment in accordance. with the 
latest authorization on file therewith. 

(7) No order shall be issued by the city or village clerk in excess of funds available 
or appropriated for the purposes for which such order is drawn, unless authorized by a 
resolution adopted by the affirmative vote of a majority of all members of thegov~rning 
body of such city or village. . . 

66.044 Financial procedure; alternative system of approving claims. (1) The gov
erningbody' of any village or of any city of the second, third or fourth class may by 
ordinance enact an alternative system of approving financial claims against the m1.\nici
pal treasmy. Such ordinance shall provide that payments may be made from the city or 
village treasmy after the comptroller or clerk of the city or village shall have audited and 
approved each such claim as a propel' charge against the treasury, and shall have indorsed 
his approval thereon after having determined that the following conditions have been 
complied with: 

. (a) That funds are available therefor pursuant to the budget approved by the. gov-
erning body. . 

(b) That the item or service covered by s1.\ch claim has been duly authorized by the 
proper official, department head or. board or commission. 

(cJ That the.item or service has been actually supplied or rendered in conformity with 
such authOl'ization. . 

(d) That the claim is just and valid pursuant to law. The comptroller or clerk may 
require the submission of such proof and evidence to support the foregoing as in his dis
cretion he may deem necessary . 

• (2) Such ordinance shall require that the clerk 01' comptroller shall file ,vith the gov
erning body not less than' monthly a list of the claims approved, showing the date paid, 
name of cliiiniant, purpose and amount. ' , . . .' .. 

, (3), The oralnance shallpr(>vide that the goyerningbody of the city or village shall 
. authorize an annual detailed audit of its financial transactions lind !lccounts by the depart

ment of state audit pursuant to section 15.22 (12) or by a public aC~Olintant licensed 
under th(3provisions of chapter 135 the designation to be made by the gov~rniri~ b?dy. 

(4) Such system shall be operative only if the comptroller or, clerk is povere'cl by a 
fidelity bond of not less than $5,000 in villages and cities of the fourth class, of Ifot less 
than $10,000 in cities of the third class, and of not less than $20,000 in cities of the secQnd 
class. 

(5) Whenever such an alternative procedure has .been adopted by ordinance in con
formity with this section, then the claim procedure required by sections 62.09 (10), 62.11, 
62.12, 62.25, 61.25 (6) and 61.51 and other relevant p:rovisions sllall not,be applicable in 

. such city or village. ' 

66.045 Privileges in streets. (1) Privilege for an obstruction or excavation beyond 
the lot line, or within a highway in any town, village, or city, other than by general 
ordinance affecting the whole public, shall be granted only as provided in this. section. 

(2) Application therefor shall be mil de to the board or council, mid th(j privilege shall 
be granted only on condition that by its acceptance the applicant shall beco1]1e ptimarily 
liable for damages to person or pl~operty. by reason of the grautil'ig of the privilege, be 
obligated to remove the same upon.10 days' notice by the stilte or the municipality and 
waive right to contest in any manper the validity of this section or the amount of' com
pensation charged and that the applicant file such bond as the board or council, require, 
not exceeding' $10,000 running to the town, village, 01' city, and such third parties a,s may 
be injured, to secure the performance of these conditions. But if. there is. no established 
lot line and the application is accompanied by a blut;: print, the board or council may illake 
such conditiOl,s as they deem advisable.' '. '. . 

(3) .compensation for the special privilege shall be paid into the genera.! fund ap.d 
shall be fixed, in towns by the chairman, in villages by the president, and in dties RY. a 
board consisting of the .board or commissiuner of public works, city attorney and mayor. 

(4) The holder of such special privilege shall be entitled to no damages for l'j3moval 
of the obstruction or excavation, and if he shall not remove the same upon due notice, it 
shaII be removed at his expense. 
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(5) Third parties whose rights are interrered with by the granting or such privilege 
shall have right or act.ion against the holder or the special privilege only. 

(6) The provisions or subsections (1) to (5) do not apply to public service corpora
tions, or to co-operative associations organized under chapter 185 to render 01' rUl'llish 
telephone, gas, light, heat 01' power, but. such corporations shall seCtU'e permit rrom the 
propel' official ror tempol'ary obstructions 01' excavation in a highway and shall be liable 
ror all injuries to person 01' property thereby. 

(7) This section does not apply to such obstruction or excavation ror not longer than 
3 months, and ror which permit has been granted by thepropei' official. 

(8) Obstruction 01' excavation by a city or village in any street, alley, 01' public place 
belonging to any other municipality is included in this section. 

(9) Anyone causing any obstruction 01' excavation to be made contrary to the provi
sionsor subsections (1) to (8) shall be liable to a fine or not less than $25 and not more 
than $500, or to imprisonment in the county jail ror not less than 10 days nor more t.han 
6 months, or to both such fine and imprisonment. 

66.046 Barriers across streets for play purposes. The councilor board or any city 
or village may cause streets that are not a part or any rederal, state 01' county trunk 
highway system, to be set aside for the safety of children in coasting or other play 
activities, and may obstruct or barricade such streets for such period of time and in such 
manner as shall most effectively safeguard the children from accidents. The councilor 
board of such city or village shall erect and maintain thereon barriers or barricades, lights 
or warning signs therefor and shall not be liable for any damage caused thereby. 

66.047 Interference with public service structure. (1) No contractor having a 
contract for any work upon, over, along 01' under any public street or highway shall inter
fere with, destroy 01' disturb the str.uctures of any public service corporation encountered 
in the performance of such work so as to interrupt, impair 01' affect the public service for 
which such structures may be used, without first procUl'ing' written authority froIl,l. the 
commissioner of public works, 01' other properly constituted authority. It shall, however, 
be the duty of every public service corpo~'ation, whenever a temporary protection of, or 
temporary change in, its structures, located upon, over,along or under the surface of any 
public street 01' highway is deemed by the commissione1'O£ public works, or other such 
dIlly constituted authority, to be reasonably necessary to enable the accomplishment of 
such work, to so temporarily protect 01' change its said stl'uctUl'es; provided, that such 
conti'actor shall· give at least 2 days' notice of such required temporary protection 01' 

temporary change. to such· corporation, and shall payor assure to such corporation the 
reasonable eost the'reof, except when such corporation is properly liable therefor under the 
liw;but in all cases where such work is dOIie by 01' for the state 01' by or for any county, 
city, village, 01' town, the cost of such telllporary protection 01' temporary change shall be 
borne by such public service corporation. 

(2) Every person intending to excavate, erect a building 01' stl'uctUl'e, make substan
tial structural changes, 01' wreck a buildiiIg or structure shall, before cOlitmencing the 
work, give at least 3· days' notice, not counting Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays, 
of such intention in writing to all public utilities whose facilities ror serving the public 
might be affected thereby. 

History: 1961 c.· 289. 

66.048 Viaducts in cities and villages. (1) VIADUCTS, PRIVATE IN CITIES AND VIL
LAGES. The privilege or erecting a viaduct above a public street or alley, ror the purpose 
of connecting buildings on each side thereor, may be granted by the city council or village 
board upon the written petition or the owners of all the rrontage of the lots and lands 
abutting upon the portion thereof sought to he connected, and the owners or more than 
one-half of the frontage of the lots and lands abutting upon that portion of the remain
der thereof which lies within 2,650 feet from the ends or the portion proposed to be so 
connected. Whenever any or the lots or lands aroresaid is owned by the state, or by a 
county, city or village, or by a minor or incompetent person, or the . title thereof is held in 
trust, as to all lots and lands so owned or helcl, said petition may be signed by the gov
ernor, the chairman of the cOlllIty board, the mayor of the city, the president or the 
board of trustees or the village, the guardian of the minor or incompetent person, 01' the 
trustee, respectively, and the signature or any private corporation may be made hy its 
president, secretary or other principal officer or managing agent. Written notice stating 
when and where the petition will be acted upon; and describing the location of the pro
posed viaduct, shall be given by the city councilor village board as rollows: By _posting 
copies thereof in 3 public places in said city or village, not less than 3 weeks berore the 
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day fixed for the hearing, and when possible, by the publication of said notice in the 
official or some other newspaper printed in said city or village, once a week for 3 suc
cessive weeks before said day. 

(2) VIADUOTS} REMOVAL OF PRIVATE. A viaduct in any city or village may be dis
continued by the city council or village board, upon written petition of the owners of 
more than one-half of the frontage of the lots and lands abutting on the street approach
lllg on each end of such viaduct, which lies within 2,650 feet from the ends of such via
duct. Whenever any of the lots or lands aforesaid is owned by the state, or by a county 
or city, or by a minor or incompetent person, or the title thereof is held in trust, as to all 
lots and lands so owned or held, said petition may be signed by the governor, the chair
man of the county board, the mayor of the city, the guardian of the minor or incompe
tent person, or the trustee, respectively, and the signature of any private corporation may 
be made by its president, secretary or other principal offICer or managing agent. Written 
notice stating when and where the petition will be acted upon, and stating what viaduct 
is proposed to be discontinued, shall be given by the city council or village board as 
follows: By posting copies thereof in 3 public places in said city or village not less than 
one year before the day fixed for the hearing and again not less than 20 nor more than 
30 days before the date of such hearing, and, when possible, by the publication of said 
notice in the official or some other newspaper printed in said city or village, once not less 
than one year before and once a week for 3 successive weeks before said day. 

(3) LEASE OF SPAOEBY OITIESAND VILLAGES. Ca) Any city or village may lease 
space over any street, alley or other public place in the city or village which is more than 
12 feet above the level of the street, alley or other public place for any terlllnot excee(ling 
99 years to the person who owns the fee in the property on both sides of the portion of 
the street, alley or other public place to be so leased, whenever the governing body of 
the city or village is of the opinion that such place is not needed for street, alley or other 
pu1)lic purposl), and that the public interest will be served by such leasing. 

(b) The leasing of each space shall be authorized by ordinance. The ordinance shall 
set forth the proposed lease, the purpose for which the space may be used and the terms 
of the lease with reasonable certainty. .. 

(c) The lease shall be signed on behalf of the city or village by the mayor or village 
president and shall be attested by the city or village clerk under the corporate seal. The 
lease shall also be executed by the lessee in such manner as necessary to bind him. After 
being duly executed and acknowledged the lease shall be recorded in the office of the reg
ister of deeds of the county in which is located the leased premises. 

( d) If, in the judgment of such governing· body, the. public· interest requires that any 
building erected in the leased space be removed so that a street, alley or public place may 
be restored to its original condition, the lessor city or village may condemn the lessee's 
interest in the leased space by proceeding under ch. 32. After payment of such damages 
as may be fixed in the condemnation proceedings, the city or village may remove all build
ings or other structures from the leased space and restore the buildings adjoining the 
leased space to their original condition. 

History:· 1961 c. 182. 

66.049 Removal of rubbish. Cities and villages may cause the removal of ashes, 
garbage, and rubbish from such classes of places therein as the board or council shall 
direct. The rcmovalmay be from all such places or from those whose owners or occupants 
desire the service. Districts may be created and removal provided for certain of them 
only, and different regulations may be applied to ea(·h removal district. The. cost of re
moval may be provided for by special assessment against the property serVEd, by general 
tax upon the property of the rtspective districts, or by general tax upon the property of 
the city 01' village. 

66.05 Razing buildings; excavations. (1) (a) The governing body 01' the inspector 
of buildings 01' other designated officer in every municipality, except in towns situated in 
a county of less than 15,000 population upon complaint of a majority of the members of 
the town boa~L'd the circuit court, may order the owner of premises upon which is located 
any building 01' part thereof within such municipality, which in its judgment is so old, 
dilapidated, or has become so out of repair as to be dangerous, unsafe, insanita~'Y 01' other
wise unfit for hmnan habitation, occupancy or use, and so that it would be unreasonable 
to repair the same, to raze and remove such building or part thereof, or if it can be made 
safe by repairs to repair and make safe and sanitary or to raze and remove at. the own
er's option; or where there has been a cessation of normal construction of any building' or 
structure for a period of more than 2 years,. to raze and remove such building or part 
thereof. The order shall specify a time in which the owner shall comply therewith and 
specify repairs, if any. It shall be served Oll the o'wner of record or his agent where an 
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agent is in c,hal'ge of the, building and upon the holdetof any encumbrance of record in 
the manner provided for service of a summons in the circuit court. If the owner or a 
holder of an encumbrance of record cannot be found the order may be served by posting 
it an the main entrance of the building and by publishing in the official newspapers of the, 
municipality far 2 consecutivepublicatians at least 10 days before the time limited in the 
orde~' commences to run. 
, (b) Whenever a municipal governing body, ,inspector of buildings 0.1' designated offi

eel' determines that the ,cost of such repairs would exceed 50 per cent of the assessed value 
of such building divided by the ratio. af the assessed value to the recommended value as 
last published by the state supervisor of assessments for the municipality within which 
suc4building is lo.cated, such repairs shall be presllmed unreasonable and it shall be pre
sumed far the purposes of this section that such building is a public nuisance. 

(c) Acts of municip,al authorities under tlus section shall not increase the liability of 
an insurer. 

(2) (a) If the owner fails or refuses to comply within the time prescribed, the in
spector of, buildings or other designated officer shall cause such building or part thereof 
to be razed and removed either thraugh any available public agency 0.1' by contract or 
!q.Tangement with private persans, or closed if unfit for human, habitation, occupancy or 
use. ,The cost of such razing and l'emoval or closing shall be charged against the real 
estate upon which such building is located and shall be a lien upon such real estate,' and 
~hall be assessed and collected asa special tax. When anyhuilding has been ardered 
razed and removed the gaverning body or ather designated officer under said contractor 
a,l':ra.ngement afoi'esaid may sell the' salvage al).d valuable materials at the highest price 
obtainable. The net pi'oceed,; of such sale, after deducting the' expenses of such razing 
and removal, shall be promptly r€lnitted to. the circuit court with a rep art of such sale or 
transaction, including the items af expense and the amaunts deducted, for the use of the 
person 'who may be entitled thereto, subject to the order of the court. If there remains 
no surplus to be turned aver to the court, the report shall so state. If the building or 
pa,rt thereof is insanitary and lmfit for human habitation, occupancy or use, and is nat in 
danger"of structural calla,pse the lniilding inspectar shaH post a placa,rd on the prenrises 
containing the following wards: "This Building Cannot Be Used far Human Habitation, 
Occupancy or Use." And it is the duty of the building inspector or other designated officer 
to prohibit the use of the building for human habitation, occupancy or use until the 
necessary repairs have heen made. , ' 

(b) 'Any linmicipality, inspector of buildings or designated, officer may, in his official 
capacity, camlllence and prosecute an action in circuit caurt for an order, of the COlU't 
requiIing the, oWner to comply with an order to raze or remove any building or part there
of issued unc1er this section if the owner fails or refuses to do ,so within the time prescribed 
in such order, or for an order of the court requiring any person occupying a l}lulding 
whose occupancy has been prohibited under this section to vacate the prenuses, or any 
combination of sueh court orders. He,aring on such fI.ctions shall be- given precedence over 
other matters on the court's calendar. Costs' shall he in the discretion of the court. 

(c) Any person who rents, leases or occupies a, building> 1vhich has been condemned 
for human habitation, occupancy or use shall be fined not less than $5 nor more than $50 
or imprisoned not more than' 30 days for each week of such violatian, or both. 

(3)' Anyane affected by any slHlh order shall within 3D days after service of such Qrder 
apply to the circuit court far an order restraining the inspector of buildings. or other 
designated officer from razing andl'emaving SUdl building or part thereaf or farever h,e 
barred. ' Hearing shall be had within 20 clays and shall be given pi'ecedence over other 
matters an the caurt's calendar. The court shall determine wnether the order af the inspec
tar ofbllildings is reasonable, and if found reasonable the court shall dissolve the restraIn
ing order, and if found nat reasonable the caurt shall cantinue the restraining arder or 
mo~ify it as the ciI'cllmstances require. Costs shall be in the discretion. af the court. If 
the ,court. finds that the order of the.inspector of buildings is unreasanable, the inspector 
of buildi~gs or, other designated officer shall issue no other order pursuant to the autharity 
af this section in regard to the same lJlulding or part thereof until its condition is sub
stantially, changed. The remedies herein provided shall be exclusive remedies and anyone 
affected by such an order of the inspectar shall nat be entitled to. recover any damages 
fo:1,' ,the razing and. removal of any such building. 

(4) "Building" as used in this sectian includes any building 0.1' structure. 
(5) If any building ordered razec1·or made safe and sanitary by repairs contains per

sonal property 0.1' fixtures which will unreasanably interfere with the razing or'repair of 
such building or if the razing of the building makes necessary the remaval, sale or de
struction of such personal property or fixtures the inspectar af buildings' or other des
ignated ·officer may arder in writing the removal of such personal property or fixtures by 
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a certain date. Such arder shall be served aspravided in subsectian (1). If the persanal 
praperty 0.1' fixtures 0.1' bath are nat .remaved by the time specified the inspectar may 
stare the same, 0.1' may sell it, 0.1' if if has no. appreciable value he. may destray the same. 
In case the praperty is stared the amaunt paid far stal'Uge shall be a lien against such prap
ertyand against the real estate and shall be assessed and callected as a special tax against 
the real estate if the real estate is awned by the awner 0.1' the perf;lanal praperty and fixtures. 
If the praperty is stared the awner thereaf, if knawn, shall be natified 0.1' the place 0.1' its 
starage and if it be nat claimed by the awner it may be saId at the expiratian 0.1' 6 manths 
after it has bee,n stared. In case 0.1' £ale the handling 0.1' the sale and the distributian 0.1' 

the net praceeds after deducting the cast 0.1' starage and any ather casts shall be handleq 
as specified in subsectian (2) and a rep art made to. the circuit caurt as therein specIfied. 
Au,yone affected by any arder made under this sub~ectian may appeal. as, pravided in 
subsectian (3). . .... . . . .. .. . 

(5m) This sectian shall nat limit powers atherwise granted to. municipalities by othl(r 
laws 0.1'. this state. 

(6)' In aliytawn, city qrvillage in any caunty having a papulation 0.1' 500,000 0.1' mare 
no excavatian'far building purpases, whether or nat completed, shall be left apen for 
mare than 6 months without proceeding with the erection 0.1' a buUding thereon. In 'the 
event any such excavation remains open far mare'than 6inanths, the inspectar of build
ingsar other designated afficer in such town, village or c~ty shall' arder that the erectian 
of a building on the excavation begin forth\vith 0.1' in the altel'liative that the excavation be 
filled to grade. The arder shall be served upon the awner 0.1' the land or 'his agent and 
upan the hal del' 0.1' any encumbrance of recard as provided in sub~ (1). If the owner of 
the land fails .ta camply with tb,e order within 15 days affer service thereof upon him, 
the inspector 0.1' buildings 01' ather designated afficer shall cause the excavation to be filled 
to grade ilnd the cost shall be cl,larged against the real estate as provided in sub. (2). 
Subsection (3) shall alsoapply to arders issued under this subsectian. This shall :not be 
canstrued to impair the autharity of any city or village to .enact ordinances in 'this freld. 

(7) The action provided in sub. (1) far razing 01' remaving a building on pl;emises 
in a town situated in a caunty of less than 15,000 population shall be cammenced by serv
ing SUllllllons and complaint up<?n the owner .and accupant of and. any .holder of an ;encum
brance 0.1' recard against the premises and pracedure shaH he the same in .all respec·tsafi 
the procedure in other civil actians so. far as applicable. Subsection (3) shall nat, apply 
to. such actians except the· court may, upon a shawing 0.1' hardship oi- other good' cause, 
restrain for reasanable periods of time the razing 0.1' removal 0.1' .a, building 01' part thereof 
and theremovill, sale 0.1' destruction 0.1' any personal property or fixtures thei-cin. Costs 
shall be in the discretion of the com1 except as to persons· famid by the' cam1 to be acting 
maliciously in or about thecommelicemenf or prosecutian of sitCh actian. . 

(8) (a) Whenever an awner 0.1' allY building, dwelling' 0.1' structure in any 'city or 
village permits the same, either as a reslllt 0.1' vandliJisll1 0.1' far any ather reasan, to de
teriorate or became dilapidated or blighted to. the extent where windaws, 'doors or otIiei
openings or plumbing or heating fixtures or facilities or appurtenances 0.1' such building, 
dwelling or structure are either damaged, destroyed or remavedso that such building, 
dwelling 0.1' structure offends the aesthetic character of the immediate neig'hbarh6ad or pib" 
duces blight or deteriaration by 1'easan 0.1' such condition, the building inspector' aI" other 
designated officer of such city or village shall issue a written natice respecting the exist
ence of such defect; such written notice shall be served an the owner !Jf slich buildulg; 
dwelling or structure as set farth in sub. (1) (a) and shall direct the awner 0.1' such' build" 
ing, dwelling 0.1' structUl'e to. pramptly remedy the defect within 30 days following the 
service of such natice. 

(b) If such owner fails to. remedy or improve the defect in accordance' with the writ" 
ten natice fUl'l1ished by the building inspectar 0.1' ather designated officer as set forth in 
pal'. (a), then after the expiratian 0.1' the 30-day periad specified in the writflin'riotice 
such building inspectar or ather desig'nated officer shall apply to. the circuit court Of the 
county in which suchbuilcling, dwelling or structure is lacatedfor an mder determuling 
that such building, dwelling; 01' structiu'e canstitutes' a public nuisance. As a part' 0.1' the 
applicatian for sucharder from the circuit caurt such building' inspector or atherdesig
nated officer shall file ave~'ified petitian in which 'shall be recited the giving 0.1' stich writ" 
tennatice, the defect or defects: in suchb'uilding, dwelliIlg'or structure', the owner's fail
ure to comply with the notice and such ather pel'tinimt facts as may be related thereto., A 
copy of the petitian shall lJe s~rvedupon the owner as provided in sub. (1) (a) arid the 
owner shall have 20 days fallawing service upon him in which to reply to. si1chpetitic\n~ 
Upon applicatian by the bliilding inspector or otherdesign:ated officer the circuit court 
shall pramptly set the petition for hearing. Testimany shall be taken by the cu'cuit court 
with respect to the allegations of the petitian and denials contained in the verified answer. 
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If the circuit court after hearing the evidence with respect to the petition and the answer 
shall determine that the building, dwelling 01' structure constitutes a public nuisance,· the 
court shall promptly issue. an order diTecting the owner of such building, dwelling or 
structure to remedy the defect and to make such repaiTs and alterations as may be 
required. The court shall fUi'ther set a i'easonableperi6d of tinie in which sucll defect 
shall be i'emedied and the repairs or alterations completed. A copy of such order shall he 
served upon the owner as provided in sub. (1) (a). The order of the circuit court shall 
state in the alternative that if the order of the court is not eomplied with within the time 
fL~ed· by the court, then such building inspector 01' other designated officer may proceed 
to l'aze the building, dwelling 01' structure. All costs 01' disbursements with respect to 
such razing shall be as provided for in sub. (2) (a). . 

( c) Either the owner or the city or village lllay appeal to the supreme court within 
30 days from the date of entry of the order of the circuit court and such appeal shall be 
heard by the supreme court in the same manner as other appeals are heard. 

(d) . Any building, which under par. (a) either as a result of vandalism or fpr any 
other reason is permitted to deteriorate 01' become dilapidated 01' blighted to the extent 
where windows, doors or other openings or plumbing 01' heating fixtures 01' facilities 01' 

appurtenances of such building', dwelling 01' structure are either damaged, destroyed 01' 

rellloved so that such building, dwelling or structure offends the aesthetic character of 
the immediate neighborhood and produces blight 01' deterioration by reason of such condi
tion, is a public nuisance. 

Histol'p 1961 c. 23.0, 433, 621. 
Where a town board, in ordering the raz

ing of a dwelling fully complied "'itll the 
procedure prescribed, error, if any, by the 
board in finding in good faith that the 
d,velling was unfit for habitation and· too 
dilapidated to be repaired, was an error 
within the jurisdiction of the board, and 
the exclusive remedy of the owners of the 
dwelling for relief from the order was the 
one provided by the statute of applying to 

the circuit court "within 3.0 days after serv
ice of such order" for an order restraining 
the inspector of buildings or other desig
nated officer from razing the building. 66 . .05 
does not require as a condition to razing un
safe and insanitary buildings that the town 
board shall have passed an ordinance on the 
regulation of homes or other buildings. 
Fairfield v. 'Wolter, 1.0 ,V (2d) 521, 1.03 NW 
(2d) 523. 

66.051 Power .of municipalities to prohibit criminal cDnduct. The board or council 
of any town,village or city may: 

(1) . Prohibit all forms of ganibling and fraudulent devices and practices; 
. (2) Cause the seizure of anything devised solely for gambling or found in actual use 
for gambling and cause the destruction of any such thing' after a judicial determination 
that it was used solely for ,gambling or found in actual use fOl'gambling; 

(3) Prohibit conduct which is the same as 01' similar to that prohibited by s. 947.01 
or 947.03. 

(4 ) Nothing in this section shall be constrned to preclude cities and villages from pro
hibiting conduct which is the same 01' similar to that prohibited by chs. 941 to 947. 

66.052 Offensive industry. (1) Any city councilor .village board may direct the 
locatio)!, management and co)!struction of, and license (annually or otherwise), regillate 
01' prohibit any industry, thing or. place where any nauseous, offensive 01' unwholesome 
business may be carried on, within the city 01' village or within 4 miles of the boundaries, 
except that the Milwaukee,Menominee and Kinnickinnic rivers with their branches to the 
oute.r linlits of the county of Milwaukee, and .all canals connecting with said. rivers, to
gether with the lands adjacent to saidriyers and canals or within 100 yards thereof, shall 
be deemed to he within the jurisdiction of the city of Milwaukee. Al,ly town board as to 
the area ,vithin the town not now or hereafter licensed, regulated 01' prohibited by any 
city .or village pursuant to the provisions of this section, shall have the same powers as 
provided in. this section for cities and villages. Any such business conducted in violation 
of any city, village or. town ordinance permitted to be e,nacted under the provisions of this 
section is declared to be a public nuisance. and an action for the abatement 01' removal 
thereof 01' to obtain an injunction to prevent the same may be authorized to be brollght 
and maintained by the city .councilor villag'e 01' town boaTd in. the name of this state on 
the relation of such city, village 01' town as provided .in .ss. 280.01, 280.02 and 280.07, or 
as provided in s. 146.125. The provis~ons o~ s. 9.7.07 shall ~?t be construed as any limita
tion upon the P9:wers granted by tIns . sectIOn. The provlS~ons o~ s. 95-?~ shall ~ot be 
construed as any. limitation upon the powers granted by tlns sectIOn. to CItIes 01' villages 
but powers granted to towns by this section shall be limited by the provisions of s. 95.72 
and any orders, rules and regulations promulgated thereunder. 

(2) Any city 01' village may, subje~t to the aPl?roval of the town board of s~lCh town, 
by Ol'c1inance enact reasonable regulatIOns goverllll1g areas where refuse, rubbIsh, ashes 
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or garbage shall be dumped or accumulated in any town within one mile of the corporate 
limits of such city or village, so as to pl'event nuisance. 

History: 1961 c. 191 s. 109. 

66.053 Licenses for nonintoxicating and soda water beverages. (1) NONINTOXICAT
ING BEVERAGES. (a) Each town board, village board and common council shall grant 
licenses to such persons as they deem proper for the sale of beverages containing less than 
one-half of one pel' centum of alcohol by volume to be consumed on the premises where 
sold and to manufacturers, wholesalers, retailers and distributors of such beverages, for 
which a license fee of not less than $5 nor more than $50, to be fixed by the board or coun
cil, shall be paid, except that where such beverages are. sold, not to be consumed on the 
premises, the license fee shall be $5 .. Such license shall be issued by the town, village o~' city 
clerk, shall designate the specific premises for which granted and shall expire the thirtieth 
day of June thereafte.r. The full license fee shan be charged for the whole or a fraction of 
the year. No snch beverages shall be manufactured, sold at wholesale or retail or sold for 
consumption on the premises, or kept for sale at wholesale or retail, 01' for consumption 
on the premises where sold without such license. 

(am) In case of removal of the place of business from the premises design3..ted iIi the 
license to another location in the town, village or city within the license period, the licensee 
shall give notice of such change of location, and the license shall be amended accordingly 
without payment of additional fee. No such license, however, shall be transferable from 
one person to another. 

(b) No license or permit shall be granted to any person, unless to a domestic cor
poration, not a citizen of the United States and of this state and a resident of the town, 
village 01' city in which such license is applied for, nor to any person who has been con
victed of a felony, unless such person has been resto'red to civil rights. 

(c) Each town board, village board and common council shall have authority by reso
lution or ordinance to adopt such regulations as it may deem reasonable and necessary 
regarding the location of licensed premises, the conduct thereof, the sale of beverages 
containing less than ollll-half of one per centum of alcohol by volume and the revocation 
of any license or permit. 

(2) SODA WATER BEVERAGES. Each town board, village board and common council of 
any city may grant licenses to such persons as they deem proper for the sale of soda water 
beverages, as defined in section 97.09, to be consumed on or off the premises where sold. 
Such license fee shall be fixed by snch governing body of such city, village or town but 
shall not exceed $5. The license shall be issued hy the town, city 01' village clerk, sllall 
designate the specific premises for which granted and shall eXlJire on the thirtieth day of 
June thereafter. Each such governing hody shall have authority by resolution or ordinance 
to adopt such regulations as it may deem reasonahle and necessary regarding the location 
of licensed premises, the conduct thereof and the revocation of any such license. 

66.054 Licenses for fermented malt beverages. (1) DEFINITIONS. As used in this 
section: 

(a) "Brewer" shall mean any person, firm or corporation who shall manufacture for 
the purpose of sale, bartel', exchange or transportation fermented malt beverages as de
fined herein. 

(h) "Bottler" shall mean any person, firm or corporation, other than a brewer, who 
shall place in hottles fermented malt beverages as hereinafter defined, for the purpose 
of sale, bartel', exchange, transportation, offering for sale, or having in possession with 
intent to sell. 

(c) "vVholesaler" means a dealer other than a 'hrewer or bottler who sells, or offers for 
sale, malt beverages to another dealer. 

(d) "Retailer" means any dealer who sells, 01'. offers. for sale, any malt beverages to 
any person other than a dealer. 

(e) "Permit" shall mean a permit issued to a hrewer or bottler by the commissioner of 
internal revenue of the United States. 

(f) "Operator'! shallmGan any person who shall draw 01' remove any fermented malt 
beverage for sale or consumption from any hanel, keg, cask, bottle or other container in 
which fermented malt beverages shall be stored or kept Oll premises requiring a Class "B" 
license, for sale or service to a consumer for consumption in 01' upon the premises where 
sold. 

(g) "License" shall mean an authorization 01' permit issued by the city cOllncil or. vil
lage or town hoard, relating to the sale, bartel', exchange, 01' traffic in fermented malt 
beverages. , 

(h) "Application" shall mean a formal written request filed with the clerk of .the town, 
city or villag'e in which the applicant shall he a resident, for the issuance of a Hcense, 
supported by a verified statement of facts. 
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'(i) "Regulation" shall mean any reasonable rule or ordinance adopted by the council 
or board of any city, village or town, not in conflict with the provisions of any statute of 
the state of Wisconsin. ' 

(j) "Fermented malt beverages" shall mean any liquor or liquid capable of being 
used for beverage pilrposes, made by the alcoholic fermentation of an infusion in potable 
",vater of barley'malt and hops, with or without unmalted grains or decorticated and de
germinated grains or sugar containing one-half of one per cent or more of alcohol by 
volume. 

(k) "Bre\very premises" shall mean and include all land and all buildings used in the 
manufacture or sale of fermented malt beverages at a brewer's principal place of business. 

(1), "Dealer"means any person who sells, or offers for sale, any fermented malt 
bev'erages. 

(3) LABELS. (a) Every brewer shall file with the commissioner of taxation, in such 
fo~'m, as he shall prescribe, proof that said ,brewer is the possessor of a permit, together 
with the permit number assigned to him. The commissioner shall thereupon register such 
permit number in, the name of said brewer. Every bottler' shall make application to the 
commissioner for the assignment to him of a registration number, which shall be regis
tered~nthel,lame of said bottler. The numbers so registered shall appear in plain and 
legible type upon a label which shall be affixed by each brewer or bottler to evel'y barrel, 
keg, cask, bottle, or other container in which fermented malt beverage shall be packed by 
said brewer or bottler. 
,(b)' Nofermented'malt beverage shall be sold, bartered, exchanged, offel;ed or exposed 
fOl: sale, kept in possession with intent to sell, or served in, any licensed premises unless 
there shall be placed upon each barrel, keg, cask, bottle or other container a label bearing 
the, name !\nd address of the brewer or bottler manufacturing or bottling said beverage 
and, in, plain legible type, the registration number of said brewer or bottler. 

(c) The possession of any fermented malt beverages in or about any licensed premises 
which shall ,not be labeled as herein provided, except upon premises of a brewer or bottler, 
shall be deemed prima facie evidence that such products are kept and possessed with 
intent to sell, offer for sale, display for sale, barter, exchange or give away such fermented 
malt liquor. , 

, (4) RESTRICTIONS ON BREWERS, BOTTLER8 AND WHOLESALERS. (a) No brewer, bottler 
, or wholesaler shall furnish, give, lend, lease or sell any fUl'nitl!re, fixtmes, fittings, equip
ment, money 01' other thing of value, directly or indirectly, or through a subsidiary or 
!\ffiliate corporation, or by any officer, director; sto,ckholder or partner thereof, to any 
,Class, "B" licensee, 01' to any person for the use,benefit or relief of any Class "B" 
~icensee, ,0,1' guarantee the repayment of any loan, or the fulfillment of imyfinancial 
obligation of any Class "B" licensee; except that brewers, bottlers and wholesalers may: 

1. Fmnish, give, lend or rent outside and inside signs to Class "B" licensees provided 
the value of such signs, in the aggregate, furnished, given, lent or rented by any brewer, 
bottler or wholesaler to any Class "B" licensee, shall not exceed $125 exclusive of erection, 
installation and repair charges, but nothing herein shall be construed as affecting signs 
owned and locatedin the state of Wisconsin on May 24, 1941 by any ,brewer, bottler or 
wholesaler; 

" 2. Fmriish miscellaneous advertising matter and other items not to exceed, in the 
aggregate, the value of $25' in any calendar year to anyone Class "B" licensee; : 

3. Furnish 01' maintain for Class "B" licensees such equipment as is designed and 
intended to preserve and maintain the sanitary dispensing of fermented malt beverages, 
provided the expense incurred thereby does not exceed the sum of $25 per tap pel' calendar 
year no part of which shall be paid in cash to any Class "B" licensee; 

4. Sell dispensing equipment snch as direct' draw boxes, novelty boxes, coil boxes, 
beer storage boxes or tapping equipment, none of which shall include bar additions, to 
'Class "B" licensees for cash or on credit payable in equal mOllthly payments within 2 
years to be evidenced by a written contract or chattel mortgage setting forth all of the 
t.erms,conditions and monthly payments agreed on, and within 10 days after execution of 

'the same the seller shall file with the registei' of deeds for the 'county wherein such equip
ment is installed a true copy of such contract 01' chattel mortgage and pay a filing fee of 
50 cents; and 
: 5. Acquire within 5, days after May 24, 1941, any furniture, fixtures, fittings and 
~quipment,' or any valid lien thereon 01' interest therein, which were actually installed in 
this state bnthe premises of any Class liB" licensee prior to said date, anclmay lease or 
lend the same to Class "B" licensees who are in possession or to any person in possession 
Of the 'premises where the same ,are actually instanee1 prior to said clate. Any brewer, 
b6ttlerorwholesalerwhoshall repossess anyfnrnittli'e, fixtnres, fittings or equipment 
lent, leased or sold to any Class liB" licensee may sell the'saIlle to any Class "B" licensee, 
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for' cash on delivery only, and deliver a bill of sale of the same. Any application for 
Class "B" license after said date made for the sale of fermented malt beverages shall have 
appended thereto alid made a pa:rt thereof, an affida.vit, sworn and acknowledged under 
oath, by the applicant for such license, setting forth the ownership of the fixtures in 01' 

attached to the premises, or any part thereof, and if such fixtures are not owned by the 
applicant for such license, the manner, terms and conditions tmder which said fixtures are 
held. No brewer, bottler 01' wholesaler shall after said date, directly 01' indirectly, 01' 

through a subsidiary or affiliate corporation, or by any officer, director, stockholder or 
partner enter into any written agreement, and no written or oral agreement shall be 
valid, Whether or not incorporated in any chattel mortgage, conditional salescontiact, 
bill of sale, lease, land contract, mortgage, deed 01' other instrument wllerein 01' whereby 
any Class "B" licensee is required to purchase the fermented malt beverages of any 
brewer to the exclusion, in whole or in part, . of fermented malt beverages manufactured 
by other brewers. The restrictions contained in this subsection shall not apply to real 
estate owned in whole or in paJ:t on said date by any brewer, bottler or wholesaler, directly 
or indirectly, 01' by any subsidiary or affiliate corporation, or by any officer, director, 
stockholder, pai'tner or trustee for any of the foregoing, or upon which any of the fore
going had or held a valid subsisting liell on said date, 01' to any real estate now or here
after owned in whole or in part by any of the foregoing upon which there is or shall be 
a hotel of 100 or more rooms. Nothing herein contained shall affect the extension of usual 
and customary commercial credits for products of the industry actually sold and delivered. 
Any licensee who shall be a party to any violation of this subsection or who shall receive 
the benefits thereof shall be equally guilty of a violation of the provisions,thereof. 

6. Sell consumable merchandise intended for resale, including the sale 01' loan of con
tainersthereof; in: the regular course of business. 

7. Purchase advertising and other services and rights for a fair consideration from 
any corporate Class "B" licensee who is a 111ember of a regularly established athletic 
league and, whose principal business is the ownership, maintenance and operation of a 
professional athletic team, playing a regular schedule of games and whose principal source 
of income is derived from the sale of tickets to games played by. such, teams. 

(b) A brewer may maintain and operate a place in and upon the brewery premises 
and a place in and upon real estate owned by a brewer, or subsidiary or affiliate corpora
tion for the sale of fermented malt beverages for which ,a Class "B" license shall be re
quired for each place but not more than 2 such Class "B" licenses shall be issued) and in 
addition a brewer may own, maintain and operate a place or places for the sale of fer
mented malt beverages on any state or county fairgrounds located within this state. Any 
Class "B" licenses neeessary in connection with this subsection sl1all be issued to the brewer. 
A brewer may own the furniture, fixtures, fittings, furnishings and equipment used therein 
and shall pay any license fee 01' tax required for the operation of the same. Brewers may 
without license therefor, furnish fermented malt beverages free of charge to customers, 
visitors and employes on the brewery premises and no license fee shall be required of any 
such brewer, if such fermented malt beverages so furnished shall be consumed on th~ 
'brewery premises and if fermented malt beverages shall not be furnished or consumed in 
or about any room or place where intoxicating liquors, as defined. by section 176.01, ,are 
~~ . 

(c) A brewer 01' bottler may own and operate depots 01' warehouses, from which sales 
of fermented ,malt beverages, not to be consumed in or about the premises where ~oJd, may 
be madein original packages to dealers. A separate wholesaler's license shall be required 
for· each warehouse or depot, maintained 01' operated. 

(d) "Brewers" and "bottlers" who shall desire to sell (in the original packages or 
containers) fermented malt beverages not to be consumed in or upon thepremise13 whel'e 
sold, shall be required to obtain a wholesaler's license if said fermented malt beverages 
are sold to dealers,or: a Class "A" license if such sales are made to persons ,other than 
dealers. 

(5) LICENSES; GENERAL' REQUIREMENTS. (Ii ) No person shall sell, barter, exchange, 
'offei for ,sale, or have in possession with intent to sell, deal or traffic in fermented malt 
,beverages, unless licensed as provided in this section by the governing board of. the city, 
village or town in which the place of business is located, provided that in case of a foreign 
cQrporation whose wholesale place of business is located outside of the state such whole
saler's license ~hanbeissued by the governing board of a city, vi1Iage or town in which is 
Conducted some part of such wholesaler's business in this state, provided, however, that 
no license shllll be required to authorize the solicitation of ordel'S for sale to be made to 
01' bylicen:sedwholesalers, proVided that nothing herein shall prohibit brewers from 
manufacturing, possessing or stOl'ing fermented malt beverages on the brewery. premises 
or from transporting fermented malt beverages 1Jetween suchbl'ewery premises and any 
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depot or warehouse maintained by such brewer for which such brewer has a wholesaler's 
license as provided in subsection (6). 

(b) The governing body of every city, village and town shall have the power, but shall 
not be required, to issue licenses to wholesalers and retailers for the sale of fermented 
malt beverages within its respective limits, as herein provided. Said retailers' licenses 
shall be of 2 classes, to be designated as Classes "A" and "B." 

(c) The electors of any city, village or town may, by ballot, at the spring election, de-
terminewhether 01' not Class "B" retail licenses shall be issued for the sale of fermented 
malt beverages for consumption on 01' off the premises where sold, 01' whether or not Class 
"A" retail licenses shall be issued for the sale of fermented malt beverages for consumption 
away from the premises where sold, provided that whenever a number of qualified electors 
of any city, village 01' town equal to, 01' more than, 15 pel' centulll of the number of votes 
cast therein for governor at the last general eleetion, shall present to the clerk thereof a 
separate petition on each question, ill writing, signed by them, praying that the electors 
thereof may have submitted to them any such question and shall file such petition with 
the clerk at least 30 days prior to the first Tuesday of April next succeeding. Within 5 
days of the filing of any such petition such clerk shall determine by careful examination 
the sufficiency or insufficiency thereof and state his findings in a signed certificate dated 
and attached to such petition, and within 5 days give written notice to the commissioner 
of taxation, at Madison, IVisconsin, that such petition has been filed with him, stating 
the question to be submitted, the date of filing such petition, the name of the town, its post
office address, village or city, and such clerk after and not until he shall have determined 
that such petition is sufficient and shall have given the notice to the cOlllmissioner of taxa
tion as hereinabove set forth, shall forthwith make an order providing that such question 
shall be so submitted on the first Tuesday of April next succeeding the date of such order. 
Said petition must be circulated by one or more qualified voters residing in the town, 
village or city wherein such local option question will be submitted. The preparation of 
such petition shall be' governed as to the use of more than a single sheet of paper, the 
dates of signatures, the places of residence of signers, and verification thereof, by the 
provisions of section 5.05 as far as applicable. No petition shall be circulated prior to 60 
days before the date on which it lllust be filed, and no signature shall be counted unless it 
has been affixed to such petition and bears date within 60 days prior to the time for the 
filing thereof. At such election a separate ballot box shall be provided for such ballots. 
Such ballots shall conform to the provisions of section 6.23 (8). 

Any question so submitted shall he upon a separate hallot and the ballot relating to 
the question of whether 01' not Class "B" retail license shall be issued shall be upon yellow 
print· paper and the hallot relating to the question whether or not Class "A" retail license 
shall he issued upon light green print paper. The question shall read as follows: 

Shall Class' "Bn license (taverns, hotels, restaurants, clubs, societies, lodges, fair asso
ciations, etc.) be issued for the retail sale of heel' for consumption on or off the premises 
where sold ~ . 

Yes. No. 
D D 

Shall Class "A" license (stores, etc.) be issued for the retail sale of beer in original 
packages to be consumed away from the premises where sold 7 

Y(;s. No. 
D 0 

The city clerk making such order shall give notice of the election to be held on any 
such question in the manner notice is given of the regular city election; town and village 
clerks who make such orders shall give such notice by posting written 01' printed notices 
in at least 5 pllblic places in the town 01' village not less than 10 days before the date of 
election. The election on such question 01' questions shall be held and conducted and the 
returns canvassed ill the manner in which elections in such city, town or village on other 
questions are conducted and the returns thereof canvassed. The results shall be certified 
by the canvassers immediately upon the determination thereof, and be entered upon the 
records of .the to\vn, village or city, and within 10 days such clerk shall notify the commis
sionei' of taxation of the results of such election. Such result shall remain in effect for a 
period of· 2 years and thereafter until changed by ballot at another election held for the 
same purpose. If the results of such election shall prohibit the issuance ,of Class ."A" and 
Class "B" retail licenses the town, village, 01' city may nevertheless issue wholesalers' 
licenses to applicants who qualify under subsection (6)" but on condition that such who~c
saleI' shall not: make any sale and delivery of fermented malt heverages in such tOwn, 
village or' city to any person, firm 01' corporation residing in such town, village 01' city. 

(d) All licenses shall .be granted only upon written application and .shall be issued 
for aperiocl of one year to expire on the 30th day of June. A separate license shall be re
quired for each place of business. Said licenses shall particularly describe the premises 
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for which issued, shall not be transferable, and shall be subject to revocation for violation 
of any of the terms 01' provisions thereof or of any of the provisions of this section. As 
soon as an application for a license has been approved a duplicate copy thereof shall be 
forwarded to the commissioner of taxation. 

(e) No license shall be imposed upon the sale offermented malt beverages upon any 
railroad sleeping, buffet or cafe car or deamboat 01' aircraft while in transit 01' in any 
public park operated by any cOltnty, city, town or village when sold by officers 01' employes 
thereof pursuant to any ordinance, resolution, rule or l'egulation enacted by the governing 
body of such municipality where the receipts fl;om snch sales go into the pliblic treasuries. 

(f) All shipments of fermented malt. beverages from 'outside the state of Wisconsin 
to a licensed wholesaler in Wisconsiil, shall be unloaded into such wholesalecr's warehouse 
in "Wisconsin, and said licensed wholesaler shall distribute said malt beverages from such 
warehouse. " 

(6) ,VHOLESALERS' LICENSES. Wholesalers' licenses may be issued only to domestic 
corporations, to foreign corporations licensed under ch. 180 to do business in this state or 
to persons of good moral character who have been residents of this state continuously for 
riot less than one year prior to the date of filing application for said license. Said licenses 
shall authorize sales of fermented malt beverages only in original packages 01' containers 
to dealers, not to be consumed in or about the premises where sold. The fee for a whole
saler's license shall not exceed $25 per year or fractional part thereof. 

(6a) SPECIAL WHOLESALERS' LICENSES. 1. Special wholesalers' licenses may be issued 
to any holder of a'l'etail Class "B" license for the sale of fermented malt beverages which 
will permit the sale of fermented malt beverages in original packages or containers and 
in quantities of not less than 472 gallons at anyone time for consumption on the premises. 

2. The annual fee charged for a special wholesalers' license shall not exceed $25. 
(7) CLASS "A" RETAILERS' LICENSES. Class "A" retailers' licenses shall be issued only 

to domestic corporations, to foreign corporations licensed under ch. 180 to do business 
in this state or to persons of good moral character who are citizens of the United States 
and of the state of Wisconsin and have resided in this state continuously for not less than 
one year plior to the date of the filing of application for said license. Said license shall 
authorize sales of fermellted malt beverages only for consumption away from the' premises 
where sold and in the Oliginal packages, containers or bottles. The license fee for a Class 
"A" license shall not exceed $10 per year or fractional part thereof. Not more than 2 
Class "A" licenses shall be issued in the state to anyone corporation 01' person, and in 
each application for a Class "A" license the applicant shall state that he has not made 
application for 1110re than one other Class "A" license for any other location in the state. 
No such license shall he issued to any person acting as agent for 01' in the employ of 
another. 

(8) CLASS' "B" RETAILERS' LICENSES. (a) Class "B" retailers' licenses shall be issued 
only to persons 21 years of age 01' over of good moral character, who are citizens of the 
United States and of the state, and have resided in this state continuously for not less 
than one year prior to the date of filing the application. No such license shall be granted 
for any premises where any other business is conducted, in connection with said licensed 
premises' and no other business may be conducted on such licensed premises after the 
granting of, such license except that such restriction shall not apply to a hotel, 01' to a 
restaurant not a part of or located'in any mercantile establishment, 01' to a combiliatiOll 
g'l'ocery store and tavern, 01' to a combination sporting goods store and taveruin towns, 
villages and cities of the fourth class, 01' to novelty store and tavern, 01' to a bowling' 
alley or recreation premises 01' to a bona fide ch~b, society or lodge that sh,all have been 
in existence for not less than 6 months prior to the date of filing application for such 
license; Not more than 2 Class"B" licenses shall be issued in the state to anyone person, 
and in each applicatioil for a Class "B" license the applicant shall state that he has not 
made application for more than one other Class "B" license for any other location in the 
state. No such license shall be issued to aI1y person acting as agent for 01' in the employ 
of another, except that this restriction shall not apply to a hotel 01' to a restaurant not 
a part of oi' located in or upon the premises of any mercantile establislunent,01' to ,a 
hona fide club, society 01' lodge that has been in existence for not less than 6 months pl'ior 
to the, date of application. Such .license for a hotel, restanrant, club, society oi' lodge 
may be taken in the 'name of an officer 01' manager, who shall be personally responsible 
for compliance with all of the terms and provisions Of this section. The provisions of s. 
176.05 (13) relating to the issuance of licenses to domestic or foreign corporations for 
the sale of intoxicating liquor and to the appointment of agents and successor agents by 
such corpol'ations shall also be applicableto Class "B" retailers' licmises issued to domestic 
or foreign corporations for the sale of fermented malt beverages. ' 
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(b) The amount of the license fee shall be detel'lllined by the city, village or town in 
which sllid licensed premises are located, but said license fee sha11 not exceed $100 pel' 
year, but licenses may be issued at any. time for a period of 6 months in any calendar 
year for which three-fourths of the license fee shall be paid. Such 6 months'licenses shall 
not be renewable during the .calendar year in which iss.ued. Licenses may also be issued to 
bonafide clubs, state, county or local fail' associations or agricultural societies, lodges .01' 

societies that have beell,inexistence for not less than 6 months prior to the date ofap
plication or. to posts now or hereafter established, of eX7service men's organizations, au
thorizing them to sell fel'lllented malt beverages at. a particular picnic or. similar gather
ing, 01' at a meeting of any such P9~t, 01' during a fail'. conducted ,by such fail' associations 
lor agricultural sociE;ties, for which a fee of not to exceed $10 may be charged as. fixed 
b;y the goyel'lling board. All Class liB" licenses shall be posted in a. conspicuous place in 
'the rooni' 01' place where fermented malt beverages are drawn or removed for service or 
sale, except such licenses issued to the state fail' or to county or district faiJ:s receiving 
state aid. Such license when issued to the state fail' 01' to a county or district fail: shall 
license and'cover the entiTe fahgrounds where a fair is being conducted alld all operators 
thereon retailing and. selling fermented malt beverages. from let stands.' The. state fail' 
01' county or district fail' to which such license is issued may let stands on such f~ir
grounds to operators who may retail and sell fermented malt beverages therefrom ,vhile 
the fail' is being held, and no such operator is required to obtain an operator's license 
when retailing and selling such beverages on grounds of fairs receiving state aid or of 
the state fair. 

(c) Persons hoIc1ing a Class liB" license may sell 'fermented' malt beverages either to 
be consumed on the premises where sold or away from such premises. They may also . sell 
beverages containing less than one-half of one pel' centum of alcohol by volume without 
obtaining a special license to sell such beverages under section 66.053 (1). 

(d) Every holder of a Class liB" retailer's license selling 01' offering for sale draught 
fermented malt· beverages to be consumed on 01' off the premises shall display; a sign on, 
over or neal' each tap or faucet disclosing the brand of beer drawn from each tap or 
:j'aucet and the name of the manufacturer of the beer on tap, visible to patrons for a dis
tance of at least 10 feet so that every patron may be informed of the brand of fermented 
malt beverages on tap. No such licensee shall substitute any other brand of fermented 
malt beverage in place of. the brand so designated by such visible sign and every licensee 
who shall violate this paragraph shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon con
viction shall be punished by a fine of not more than $15 and the:provisions in sub. (15) 
shall not, apply on account of any violations of this .paragraph. 

(e) It.shall be unlawful for any persoii,licensee or the agent, servant, or employe of 
any licensee,.to possess on the premises covered by such license, any alcoholic beverage that 
is not authorized by law to be sold on such premises. 

(8a) RETAIL PUROHASE RESTRIOTIONS. (a) No retail licensee under sub. (7) or (8) 
shall. receive, purchase or acquu'e fermented malt beverages directly 01' indirectly from 
any licensee except upon terms of cash or credit for not exceeding 15, days. 

(b) No retail licensee shall receive any malt beverages on. consignment or on any basis 
other than a bona fide sale. 

(c) No retail licensee shall receive, purchase 01' acquire fermented malt beverages di
rectly or indirectly from any licensee if at the time of such. receipt"purchase or acquisi
tion he is indebted to any licensee for fermented, malt. beverages received, purchased,. ac
quired or delivered more than 15 days prior thereto . 

. , (d) For tile purpose of this subsection, a, person holding. both a wholesale ,and retail 
license is. deemed a retailer. " ". , . " ! 

(f) No class IIA" 01', dass liB" retailer's license shall be issued for a, term beginning 
on or. after July 1, 1956" to any person having any indebtedness to alfY lic.ensee of more 
than 15 days' standing. In each application for. a license for a term beginnil;l.g on .01' after 
July 1, 19.56, the applicant shall state .whether or not he. has any indebtedness to any 
ll.cens~ which has been outstanding more than 15 days. . ,. , 

(g) .No brewer, bottler or wholesaler::;hall be subject to. any penalty fjS the result of 
any sale of fermented malt beverages to. a retail licensee, when. purchased by said retail 
licensee in violation of this subsection. , . 

. (h) .Any retail licensee who ,violates this subsection shall be subject to the suspension 
or revocation of his retail license under sub. (17) and the penalties prescribed in sub. (15) 
(a), except that he. shall not be imprisoned. . '. ' . 

(i ) Volume discounts to Class "A" licensees are prohibited when these discoullts, l'e
bates. or refunds are based upon the licensees purchases from a manufacturer} rectifier: PI' 
wholesaler over a period of time on. a series of ti'ansactions. Discountsf!re permissible 
only when based upon a quantity of the product purchased in a sin~'le transactio,l,. a 
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single delivery and a single invoice. Such permissible discounts shall be available to all 
Class "A" licensees. 

(9) CONDITIONS OF LICENSES. Wholesalers' and l'etailers' licenses shall be issued 
subject to the following' restrictions: 

(a) No fermented malt bevel'ages shall be sold 01' consumed upon any licensed prem
ises during such hours as may be prohibited by local ordinance. 

(b) No fermented malt beverages shall be sold, dispensed, given away or furnished to 
any person under the age of 18 years unless accompanied by pal'ent or guardian. 

(c) No fermented malt beverages shall be sold to any person who is intoxicated. 
(d) No beverages of an alcoholic content prohibited by the laws of the United States 

shall. be kept in 01' about licensed premises. . 
(e) No fermented malt beverages shall be sold unless the barrel, keg, cask, bottle or 

other container containing the same shall have thereupon at the time of sale a label of 
the kind and cha:racter required by subsection (3). Every bottle shall contain upon the 
label thereof a statement of the contents in fluid ounces, in plain and legible type. 

(f) No person licensed under this section shall use the word "saloon" upon any sign 
or advertising or as a designation of any premises in 01' upon which fermented malt bev
el'ages are sold 01' kept for sale. 

(g') No fermented malt beverages shall be sold, dispensed, given away, 01' furnished 
to any person under the ag'e of 21 years who is not a resident of this state and is a resi
dent of any state bordering on Wisconsin which prohibits the sale of fe=entecl malt 
bcverages to any person under the age of 21 years unless he is accompanied by parent or 
guardian or spouse. For the purposes of this subsection, students may be deemed resi
dents of the municipality in which they reside while attending school and members of the 
armed services may be deemed residents of the mllllicipality in which they are stationed 
at the time. 

(10) CLOSING HOURS. (a) In any county having a population of less than 500,000 
no premises for which a retail Class "B" license has been issued shall be permitted to 
remain open bet,,;een 1 a.m. and 8 a.m. (except during that portion of 1959 and each year 
thereafter for which the standard of time is advanced under s. 175.095 the closing hours 
shall be between 2 a.m. and· 8 a.m. unless the local governing body issuing such license 
establishes or has established an earlier closing hour and on January 1 when the closing 
hours shall be between 3 a.m. and 8 a.m.) or on any day on which a s.pring primary or 
spring election, September primary or general election as defined in s. 5.01 is held, or a 
special primary or special election to fill a vacancy in a state or national office is held, 
until after the polls of such election or primary are closed. UncleI' this subseetion no fer
mented malt beverages shall be sold, dispensed, given away or furnished directly or indi
rectly to any person under the age of 21 years at any time between the hours of 1 a.m. 
and 8 a.m. 

(b) Hotels and restaurants whose principal business is the furnishing of food or 
lodging to patrons, and bowling alleys and golf courses, shall be permitted to remain 
open for the conduct of their regular business but shall not be pel'lnitted to sell fermented 
malt beverages dming the hours mentioned in pal'. (a). 

(c) This subsection shall not prevent 01' interfere with any town, village or city to 
require by ordinance 01' resolution the closing of such taverns at an hour earlier than 
provided herein. 

(11) OPERATORS' LICENSES. (a) Every city council, village 01' town board may issue 
a license known as an "Operator's" license, which shall be granted only upon application 
in writing, and which shall not be required of any person or for any purpose other than 
to comply with pal'. (b). Said operator's license shall be issued only to persons 21 years 
of ag'e 01' over, of good moral character, who have been citizens of the United States and 
residents of this state continuously for not less than one year prior to the date of the fil
ing of the application. Such licenses shall be operative only within the limits of the city 
village or town in which issued. For the pmpose of this subsection any member of th~ 
immediate family of the licensee shall be considered as holding an operator's license. 

(b) There shall be upon premises operated under a Class "B" license, at all times the 
licensee 01' some person who has a.n operator's license and who is responsible for the' acts 
of all persons serving as waiters, or in any other manner, any fermented malt beveraO'es 
to customers. No member of the innnecliate family of the licensee under the age of b 21 
years shan serve as a waiter, or in any other manner, any ferm.ented malt beverages to 
eustomel's lllliess an operator 21 years of age 01' over is present upon and in immediate 
eharge of the premises. No person other than the licensee shall serve fermented malt 
beverages in any place operated under a Class "B" license unless he possesses an oper
ator's license, 01' unless he is under the immediate supervision of the licensee or a person 
holcling' an operatol"s license, who is a.t the time of such service upon said premises. 
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(c) The fee for an operator's license shall not exceed $5 per year, shall be issued 
for one year, and shall expire on June 30 of the year for which issued, except for cities 
of the first class in which such license shall expire on December 31. 

(d) 11,.ny violation of any of the terms or provisions of this section by any person 
holding an operator's license shall be cause for revocation of said license. 

(12) LOCAL ENFORCEMEN1'. The common cou11cil of any city, the board of trustees of 
any village and the town board of any town may adopt any reasonable rule 01' regulation 
for the enfOl'cement of this section not in conflict with the provisions of any statute. 

(13) MUNICIPAL REGULATIONS. Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibit
ing or restricting any city, village or town ordinances from placing additional regulations 
in or upon the sale of fermented malt beverages, not in conflict with the terms and provi
sions of this section but any city, village 01' town may by ordinance prohibit the selling, 
dispensing, giving 01' furnishing fermented malt beverages to anyone under 21 years of 
age when not accompanied by parent or guardian' 01' spouse, and all such ordinances duly 
enacted before August 5, 1955 and otherwise valid are hereby declared to be valid. This 
subsection does not give any municipal corporation the power to enact an ordinance for
bidding persons between the ages of 18 and 21 years from acting as check-out clerks 01' 

delivery personnel in g'1'ocery stores licensed to sell fermented malt beverages 01' from pre
venting such check-out clerks from including fermented malt beverages in the items which 
they are permitted to sell 01' preventing such delivery personnel from delivering fermented 
malt beverages from the licensed premises to the cars or homes of customers. 

(14) COURT REVIEW. (a) The action of any city council, village or town board in 
the granting or revocation of any license, or the failure of said city council, village or 
town board to revoke any license for good cause because of the violation of any of the 
provisions of this section may be reviewed by any court of record in the county in which 
the application for said license was filed or said license issued, upon application by any 
applicant, licensee or any citizen of such city, town or village. 

(b) The procedure in said review shall be the same as in civil actions instituted in said 
court. The person desiring such review shall file his pleadings, which shall be served 
upon the city council, village or town board in the manner provided for service in civil 
actions by statute, and a copy thereof shall be served upon the licensee. '1'he said city 
council, village or towIl-board or licensee shall have 20 days within which to file his or 
their answer to said complaint, and thereupon said matter shall be deemed at issue and 
hearing may be had before the presiding judge of saia court within 5 days, upon due 
notice served upon the opposing party. The hearing shall be before the presiding judge 
without a jury. Subpoenas for witnesses shall be issued and their attendance compelled, 
in accordance with the provisions of statute relating to civil proceedings. The decision 
of the presiding judge shall be filed within 10 days thereafter, and a copy thereof trans
mitted to each of the parties, and said decision shall be binding unless appeal be had to 
the supreme court in the manner provided by statute for appeals in civil actions. 

(15) PENALTIES. (a) Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of thi'3 
section shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be punished 
by a fine of not more than $500, or by imprisonment in the county jail for a term of not 
more than 90 days, or by both such fine and imprisonment, and his license shall be sub
ject to revocation by a court of record in its discretion. Any city, village 01' town may, 
by ordinance, prescribe different penalties than those provided in this section, and may 
provide that the license may be revoked by a. court of record in the court's discretion. 
No city, village or town shall pass any ordinance which shall fix the penalty for violation 
of any ordinance so that the same shall be greater than the maximum provided by this 
section. In event that such person shall be convicted of a second offense, under the pro
visions of this section such offender, in addition to the penalties herein provided, shall 
forthwith forfeit any license issued to him without further notice, and in the event that 
such person shall be convicted of a felony, in addition to the penalties provided for such 
felony, the eourt shall revoke the license of such offender. Every town, village 01' city 
shall have the right to revoke any license by it issued to any person who shall violate any 
of the provisions of this section or any municipal ordinance adopted pursuant thereto. 
No license shall thereafter be g'l'anted to such person for a period of one year from the 
date of such forfeiture. 

(b) Any persoll, other than the person or corporation registering the same, who shall 
place upon any banel, keg, cask, bottle, or other container containing' any fermented malt 
beverage any label bearing a number registered by any other person 01' corporation, or 
who shall place upon any label a permit number not registered in the office of the commis
sioner of taxation shall be g'uilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be pun
ished by imprisonment in the county jail for not more than one year. 
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(16) LEGISLATIVE INTENT. (a) The prOVISIOns of this section shall be construed as 
an enactment of state-wide concern for the purpose of providing a uniform regulation of 
the sale of fel'lnented malt liquors. 

(17) REVOCATION ON COMPLAINT OF COMMISSIONER OF TAXATION. (a) Upon complaint 
in the name of the state filed by the commissioner of taxation, or any of his employes 
employed under section 139.03 (11) as he may designate, with the clerk of any court of 
recOl'd in the jmisdiction in which the premises of the licensed person complained of are 
situated, that any such licensed person therein has at any time violated any provision of 
this section, or keeps or maintains a disorderly or riotous, indecent or improper house, or 
that he has at any time illegally sold or given away any malt beverages to any minor, or 
to persons intoxicated or bordering on intoxication, or to knO'Yll habitual drunkards, or 
has failed to maintain said premises in accordance with the standards of sanitation pre
scribed by the state board of health, or in whose licensed premises known criminals 01' 

prostitutes are permitted to loiter, or that he has at any time been convicted of a violation 
of any federal or state law involving moral turpitude or been convicted of any felony or 
any offense against the laws relating to sale of intoxicating liquors or fermented malt bev
erages, 01' that he does not possess the qualifications required by this section to entitle him 
to a license, the clerk of said court shall issue a summons commanding the person so com
plained of to appeal' before it within 20 days after service of the summons, exclusive of 
the day of service, and show cause why his license should not be revoked or suspended. 

(b) The p~'ocednre thereon and the effect of the order of the court shall be as pre
scribed in section 176.121. 

(18) INFORMATION REQUISITE TO VALIDITY. No license issued by any local authority 
under the provisions of this section shall be valid unless and until it shall have affixed 
thereto an affidavit sig'ned under oath by the clerk issuing said license that a copy of the 
application fOT such license and all information required by law to be fU1'11ished by the 
licensing body to the commissioner of taxation relating to such applicant and license has 
been mailed to the commissioner of taxation at Madison, Wisconsin. 

(19) PRESENOE IN PLAOES OF SALE PROHIBITED; PENALTY. Every kceper of any place, 
of any nature or character, whatsoever, for the sale of any fe1'111ented malt beverage 
under a "Class B" retailer's license, who shall directly or indirectly suffer 01' permit any 
person of either sex under the age of 18 years, unaccompanied by his or her parent or 
guardian, who is not a resident, employe or a bona fide lodger or boarder on the premises 
controlled by the proprietor or licensee of such place, and of which such place consists 
or is a part, to enter or be on such licensed premises for any pUl1Jose, excepting the trans
action of bona fide business other than amusement, the purchase, receiving or consump
tion of edibles or beverages, shall, for every such offense, be liable to a penalty not exceed
ing $250, besides costs, or imprisonment not exceeding 60 days; and any such person so 
entering' or remaining as aforesaid, who is not a resident, employe 01' a bona fide lodger 
or boarder on such premises, or who is not accompanied by his or her parent or guardian, 
shall also be liable to a penalty of not more than $20, besides costs. This subsection shall 
not apply to hotels, drug stores, grocery stores, bowling alleys, premises in the state fa.ir 
park, concessions authorized on state-owned premises in the state parks and state forests 
as defined or designated in chs. 27 and 28, parks owned or opera ted by agricultural socie
ties receiving state aid, cars operated on any railroad, regularly established athletic fields 
or stadiums nor to premises operated under both a "Class B" license and a restaurant 
permit where the pTincipal business conducted therein is that of a restaurant. It shall be 
pTesumed wheTe such pTemises aTe so operated under both a "Class B" license and a res
taurant peTmit, that the principal business conducted theTein is that of the sale of fer
mentedmalt beverage, until such presumption is rebutted by competent evidence. The pro
visions of sub. (15) providing for punishment of violators of this section by fine and 
imprisonment shall not apply to this subsection. This prohibition shall apply to any per
son who is not a resident, employe or a bona fide lodger 01' boarder on such premises, after 
the legal hour for closing. 

(20) PROOURING FOR OR FURNISHING TO PERSON UNDER 18; PENALTY. Any person 
who shall pTocure fOT, sell, dispense, give away or furnish fermented malt beverages to 
any peTson under the age of 18 years not accompanied by parent or guardian or spouse 
shall be punished by a fine of not more than $500, or by imprisonment in the county jail 
or house of correction not to exceed 60 days, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

(21) PEDDLING PROHIBITED. No person shall peddle any fermented malt beverage 
from house to house by means of a truck or otherwise where the sale is consummated and 
deliveTY made concurrently. 

(22) FURNISHING TO NONRESIDENT PERSONS UNDER 21. No person shall sell, dispense, 
give awa.y or furnish any fermented malt beverages to any person under the age of 21 
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years who is not a resident of this state and is a resident of any state bordering on Wis
consin which prohihits the sale of fermented malt beverages to any person under the 
age of 21 years, anc1no such person shall possess any fermented malt beverages, unless he 
is accompanied by parent 01' guardian 01' spouse. For the purposes of this subsection, 
students may be deemed residents of the municipality in ,vhich they reside while attending 
school and members of the armed services may be deemed residents of the municipality in 
which they are stationed at the time. 

(23) LICENSES TO COUNTRY CLUBS. All "Class B" licenses issued to clubs, as defined 
in s. 176.01 (8), that are operated solely for the playing of golf or tennis, which are 
commonly known as country clubs, and are not open to the general public, and including 
yachting clubs, shall be issued by the commissioner of taxation if no such licenses are 
issued by the governing body, for an annual fee of $10 which shall be paid to the treas
urer of the town, city or village in which such club is located. The provisions of sub. (17), 
relative to the revocation of licenses shall apply to all licenses issued by the commissioner 
hereunder, and, except as herein provided, all provisions of this chapter relating to "Chiss 
B" licenses for the sale of malt beverages shall apply to licenses issued to country clubs 
by the commissioner. 

Hist01'Y: 1961 c. 33, 288, 347, 523. 
Oross Refe1'ence: See 176.05 (24) for requirement that Class "B" malt beverage license 

be obtained for public places (exceptions specified) which permit consumption of beer on 
the premises. . 

66.055 Liquor and beer license application records. In any city of the first 'class, 
all applications made to it for licenses for the sale of fermented malt beverages and in
toxicating liquor and all records and files pertaining to such applications in possession of 
the city clerk and which are more than 4 years old may be destroyed by him. 

66.057 Tavern-keeper shall i'equire proof of age. (1) Any person in premises 
operating under a Class "A" 01' Class "B" retailer's license for the sale of fermented malt 
beverages or in p1'emises operating under a "Hetail Class A" 01' a "Retail Class B" license 
for the sale of intoxicating liquo1' shall, upon demand of the person in eharge of such 
premises or of any law enfo1'cement officer show a certificate-canl issued by' the register of 
deeds of any county or the cle1'k of the city, villag'e or town of his residence or election 
commission thereof, stating the date of his birth and other matters as provided in sub. 
(2), or be 1'egarded as a person under the age of 18 years if in p1'emises operating under 
a Class "A" or a Class "B" retailer's license for the sale of fermented malt beverages or 
under the age of 21 years if in the premises ope1'ating unde1' a "Retail Class A" or a "Re
tail Class B" license for the sale of intoxicating liquor. 

(2) Any person at least 18 years of ageclesiring such certificate-card shall make appli
cation therefor to the register of deeds of any county or the clerk of the city, village or 
town of his residence or election commission thereof. The applicant shall pay a fee of $1 
and in cities of the first class $1.25 and fUl'llish his individual photograph and such proof 
of the date of his birth as the register of deeds or such clerk or coIDIDission may require. 
If the register of deeds or such clerk or commission is satisfied with the proof he shall 
issue his certificate-card which shall show the applicant's name, descliption, residence, date 
of bi1'th, photogTaph and signature and shall cause said certificate-card to be enclosed in 
a hermetically sealed, transparent, tamper-proof cover. No extra charge shall be made for 
the cover but the fee shall include the cost thereof. The commissioner of taxation shall 
prescribe the form of the certificate-card, the size of the photograph to he furnished by 
t.he applicant allCl the manner or method of affixing it to the certificate. The register of 

. deeds or such clerk or cOlllmission shall pay the fees received under this section into the 
treasury of his county or municipality. Any parent may upon application to such official 
procure a. certificate-card for any of his minor children by supplying the child's photo
graph and.proof required. 

(3) If the person whose age may be in qnestion is not a resident of the state and 
has no certificate-card as provided by subs. (1) and (2) the licensee or his agent or em
ploye shall1'equire the person whose age may be in question to fill out and sign in the pres
ence of 2 witnesses, other than the licensee 01' his agents or employes, a statement in the 
following form: 

STATEMENT OF AGE 
........ ,19 ..• (date) 

I, .... . ... , hereby 1'epresent to .... . ... that my residence and post-office address 
. is .... (street or route), .... (post office), state of .... , and that I am .... years of 

age, having been born on ........ ,19 .. (date of birth), at ........ (place of birth). 
This statement is made to induce the licensee above named to sell or otherwise furnish fer
mented malt beverages or intoxicating liquor to the undersigned. I understand that I am 
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subject to a fine of not less than $10 nor more than $50 or to imprisonment for not to 
exceed 10 days or both for any misrepresentation made herein. 

In presence of 
(signature) 
(address) 

.. " .... (signature) 

.. " .... (address) 

(signatUl'e) 
(address) 

(4) The statement provided by sub. (3) shall be printed upon a 3-inch by 5-inch 01' a 
4-inch by 5-inch file card which shall be mailed by the licensee within 48 hours to the dis
trict attorney of the county in which his licensed premises are situated. 

(5) The signed statement procured by the licensee at the time of sale may be offered 
as a defense in all civil and criminal prosecutions for serving fermented malt beverages 
01' intoxicating liquors to persons who were not at the time residents of this state to whom 
sale is prohibited by law because of such person's age, and no penalty shall be imposed 
if the licensing authority or the court is satisfied that the licensee acted in good faith. 

66.058 Mobile home parks. (1) DEFINITIONS. For the purposes of this section: 
(a) "Licensee" means any person licensed to operate and maintain a mobile home park 

under this section. 
(b) "Licensing authority" means the city, town or village wherein a mobile home park 

is located. 
(c) "Park" means mobile home park. 
(d) "Person" means any natural individual, firm, trust, partnership, association or 

corpora tion. . 
(e) "Mobile home" is that which is, or was as originally constructed, designed to be 

transported by any motor vehicle upon a public highway and designed, equipped and used 
primarily for sleeping, eating and living quaTters, or is intended to be so used; and 
includes any additions, attachmC'nts, annexes, foundations and appurtenances, except that 
a hOllSe trailer is not deemed a mobile home if the assessahle value of such additions, 
attachments, annexes, foundations a.nd a.ppurtenances equals or exceeds 50 per cent of the 
assessable value of the house trailer. 

(f) "Dependent mobile home" means a mobile home which does not have complete 
bathroom facilities. 

(g) "Nondependent mobile home" means a mobile home equipped with complete hath 
and toilet facilities, all furniture, cooking', heating, appliances and complete year round 
facilities. 

(h) "Unit" means a mobile home unit. 
(i) "Mobile home park" means any plot or plots of ground upon wllich 2 01' more 

units, occupied for dwelling 01' sleeping purposes are located, regardless of whether 01' 

not a charge is made for such accommodation. 
(j) "Space" means a plot of ground within a mobile home park, designed for the 

accolllll1odation of one mobile home unit. 
(2) LICENSE AND REVOOATION OR SUSPENSION THEREOF. (a) It shall be unlawful for 

any person to maintain or operate within the limits of any city, town or village, any mo
bile home park unless such person shall first obtain from the city, town or village a license 
therefor. All such parks in existence on August 9, 1953 shall within 90 days thereafter, 
obtain such license, and in all other respects comply fully with the requirements of this 
section except that the licensing authority shall upon application of a park operator, 
waive such requirements that require prohibitive reconstruction costs if such waiver does 
not affect sanitation requirements of the city, town 01' village or create or permit to con
tinue any hazard to the welfare' and health of the community and the occupants of the 
park. 

(b) In order to protect and promote the puhlic health, morals and welfare and to 
equitably defray the cost of municipal and educational services required by persons and 
families using 01' occupying trailers, mobile homes, trailer camps or mobile home parks 
for living, dwelling or sleeping purposes, each city council, village board and town board 
may establish and enforce by ordinance reasonahle standards and regulations for every 
trailer and trailer camp and every mobile home and mobile hOllle park; require im annual 
license fee to operate the same and levy and collect special assessments to defray the cost 
of municipal and educational services furnished to such trailer and trailer camp, or mobile 
home and mobile home park. They lllay limit the number of units, trailers or 'mobile 
homes that may be parked or kept in anyone camp or park, and limit the munber of 
licenses for trailer camps or parks in any common school district, if the mobile housilig 
development would cause the school costs to increase above the state average 01' if an exceed
ingly difficult or impossible situation exists with regaj'd to providing adequate and propel' 
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sewage disposal in the particular area. The power conferred on cities, villages and to'wns 
by this section is in addition to all other grants and shall be deemed limited only by the 
express language of this section. 

(c) In any town in which the town board adopts an ordinance regulating trailers 
under the provisions of this section and has also adopted and approved a county zoning 
ordinance under the provisions of s. 59.97, the provisions of the ordinance which is most 
restrictive shall apply with respect to the establishment and operation of any trailer camp 
in said town. 

(d) Any license granted under the provisions of this section shall be subject to revo
cation or suspension for cause by the city council, village board or town board that issued 
such license upon complaint filed ~with the clerk of such city, village or town signed by 
any law enforcement officer, health officer or building inspector after a public hearing 
upon such complaint, provided that the holder of such license shall be given 10 days' 
notice in writing of such hearing, and he shall be entitled to appeal' and be heard as to 
why such license shall not be revoked. Any holdel' of a license which is revoked or sus
pended by the g'ovel'lling body of any city, village or town may within 20 days of the date 
of such revocation or suspension appeal therefrom to the circuit court of the county in 
which the trailer camp or mobile home park is located by filing a written notice of appeal 
with the city, village or town clerk, together with a bond executed to the city, village or 
town, in the sum of $500 with 2 sureties 01' a bonding company approved by the said 
clerk, conditioned for the faithful prosecution of such appeal and the payment of costs 
adjudged against him. 

(3) LICENSE AND PERMIT FEES; COURT REVIEW. (a) The licensing authority shall have 
the power to exact from the licensee an annual license not less than $25 and not more 
than $100 for each 50 spaces or fraction thereof within each mobile home park within its 
limits, except that where the park lies in more than one municipality the amount of the 
fee shall be such fraction thereof as the number of spaces in the park in the municipality 
bears to the entire number of spaces in the park. 

(b) The licensing' authority may collect a fee of $10 for each transfer of a license. 
(c) In addition to the license fee provided for in pars. (a) and (b), each licensee is 

hereby required to collect from each occupied mobile home occupying space or lots in his 
mobile home park in the city, town or village a monthly parking permit fee equal to actual 
cost of services fUl'llished by the school district, which cost shall be determined by the 
county or city superintendent of schools whichever may have jmisdiction and the cost of 
the municipal services which shall be determined by the governing body of the city, town 
or village and in both cases charged to the park every year payable monthly for main
tenance, debt retirement, operation of schools and general administrative costs including, 
without limitation because of specific enumeration herein the following: fire protection, 
police protection, sewage disposal, garbage collection, and health services, in lieu of per
sonal property tax. The amount of such parking permit fee that may be levied against 
each mobile home park shall be determined after a public hearing as hereinafter pro
vided. The monthly parking permit fee shall be paid by the licensee on or before the 
tenth of the month following the month for which such parking permit fee is due; pro
vided, that the licensee of a mobile home park or trailer camp shall not be required to 
collect for any space occupied by a mobile home accompanied by an automobile, if said 
mobile home and automobile bear license plates issued by any other than this state, for an 
accumulating period not to exceed 60 days in any 12 months 01' if the occupants of the 
mobile home are nonresident tomists or vacationists. Exemption certificates in dupli
cate shall be accepted by the treasurer of the licensing authority from qualified nonresi
dent tourists or vacationists in lieu of permit fees. When one or more persons occupying 
a mobile home are employed in this state, there shall be no exemption from the monthly 
parking permit fee. 

1. The licensee of a park shall be liable for the monthly parking permit fee for any 
mobile home occupying space therein as well as the owner and occupant thereof. 

(d) Each city, town or villag'e shall make preliminary determination of the amount 
of the per mobile home parking permit fee to be levied against a mobile home park, and 
shall give notice of hearing' on said proposed parking permit fee to be held in the hall 
of the city, town or village where any interested person shall have an opportunity to be 
heard. 

1. The clerk of said city, town or village shall post a notice of said hearing in at least 
3 public places within the city, town or village, one posting of which shall be in a con
spicuous place on each mobile home park property. At least one week shall intervene 
between the date of posting of such notice and the time of the meeting, The city, town or 
village may at such meeting, or at an adjourned meeting', confirm or change the proposed 
parking permit fee and upon final determination of the amount of the parking permit 
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fee shall post a notice on each mobile home park property stating the amount of the park
ing permit fee as finally determined. 

2. If the owner of any parcel of land affected by such determination feels himself 
aggTieved thereby, he may within 20 days after the date of posting such determination 
appeal to the circuit court of the county, notice thereof to be served upon the clerk of the 
city, village or town and by executing a bond to the city, town or village in the sum of 
$500 with 2 sureties or a bonding company to be approved by the clerk conditioned for 
the faithful prosecution of such appeal and the payment of all costs adjudged against 
him. The clerk, in case such an appeal is taken, shall make a brief statement of the pro
ceedings had before the board, with its determination thereon and shall submit the same 
with all relevant papers to the clerk of the circuit court. Such appeal shall be tried and 
determined in the same manner as cases originally commenced in the court. An appeal 
bronght under this section shall not be construed to prevent during the pendency of such 
appeal, the collection of any such monthly assessment currently 01' subsequently to be
come due. 

3. This section shall not apply where a mobile home park is owned and operated by 
any county under the provisions of s. 59.07 (13) (b). 

(e) If a mobile home is permitted by local ordinance to be located outside a licensed 
park, the monthly parking permit fee shall be paid by the owner of the mobile home, the 
occupant thereof or the owner of the land on which it stands, the same as and in the 
manner provided for licensees, provided that nothing contained in this subsection shall 
prohibit the regulation thereof by local ordinance. 

(4) ApPLICATION FOR LICENSE. Original application for mobile home park license 
shall be filed with the clerk of the licensing authority. Applications shall be in wl'iting, 
signed by the applicant and shall contain the following: 

(a) The name and address of the applicant. 
(b) The location and legal description of the mobile home park. 
(c) The complete plan of the park. 
(5) PLANS AND SPEOIFIOATIONS TO BE FILED. Accompanying, and to be filed with an 

original application for a mobile home park, shall be plans and specifications which shall 
be in compliance with all applicable city, town or village ordinances and provisions of 
the state board of health. The clerk after approval of the application by the governing 
body and upon completion of the work according to the plans shall issue the license. A 
mobilr housing development harboring only nondependent mobile homes as defined in 
sub. (i) (g) shall not be required to provide a service building. 

(6) RENEWAL OF LICENSE. Upon application by any licensee and after approval by 
the governing body of the city, town or village and upon payment of the annual license 
fee, the clerk of the city, town or village shall issue a certificate renewing the license for 
another year, unless sooner revoked. The application for renewal shall be in writing, 
signed by the applicant on forms furnished by the city, town 01' village. 

(7) TRANSFER, OF LICENSE; FEE. Upon application for a transfer of license the clerk 
of the city, town or village after approval of the application by the governing body 
shall issue a transfer upon payment of the required $10 fee. 

(8) DISTRIBUTION OF FEES. Annually before the end of the fiscal year, of the monthly 
parking permit fees collected, the municipality may retain 10 per cent to covel' the cost 
o:/, administration and shall pay to the school distlict in which the park is located no less 
than such proportion of the remainder as the ratio of the most recent, property tax levy 
for school purposes bears to the total ta.~ levy for all purposes in the municipality. If the 
mobile park is located in more than one school district, each district shall receive a sha,re 
in the proportion that its property tax levy for school purposes bears to the total school 
tax levy. 

History: 1961 c. 587. 

66.06 Public utilities. (1) DEFINITIONS. The definition of "public utility" in sec
tion 196.01 is applicable to sections 66.06 to 66.078. ,Vhenever the phrase "resolution 01' 

ordinance" is used in sections 66.06 to 66.078, it means, as to villages and cities, ordinance 
only. 

(2) LIlIIITATION. Nothing in sections 66.06 to 66.078 shall be construed as depriving 
the pliblic service commission of any power confel'1'ed by sections 195.05, 195.07 and 196.01 
to 197.10. 

66.061 Pranchises; service contracts. (1) FRANOHISES. (a) Any city 01' village 
may grant to any person or C0l1)Oration the rig'ht to construct and operate therein a sys
tem of waterworks or to furnish light, heat or power subject to such reasonable rules and 
regulations as the propel' municipal autllOrities by ordinance may from time to time pre
scribe. 
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(b) The board or council may submit the ordinance when passed and published to a 
referendum. 

(c) No such ordinance shall be operative until 60 days after passage and pUblication 
unless sooner approved by a referendum. Within that time electors equal in number to 
20 per cent of those voting at the last l'egulal' municipal election, may demand a refel'
endum. The demand shall be in writing and filed with the clerk. Each signer shaH state 
his occupation andl'esidence and signatures shall be vel'ified by the affidavit of an electol'. 
The referendum shall be held at the next l'egular municipal election, or at a special elec
tion within 90 days of the filing of the demand, and the ordinance shall not be effective 
unless approved by a majority of the votes cast thel'eon. This paragraph shall not apply 
to extensions by a utility previously franchised by the village or city. 

(d) Whenever any city or village at the time of its incorporation included within its 
corporate limits territory in which a public utility, prior to such incorporation, had been 
lawfully engaged in rendering public utility service, such public utility shall be deemed to 
possess a franchise to operate in snch city 01' village to the same extent as though such 
franchise had been formally granted by ordinance duly adopted by the governing body 
of such city or village. This paragraph shall not apply to any public utility organized 
under any provision of ch. 66. 

(2) SERVICE CONTRACTS. (a) Cities and villages may contract for furnishing light, 
heat or water to the municipality or to the inhabitants thereof for a period of not more 
than 30 years or for an indeterminate period if the prices shall be subject to adjustment 
at intervals of not greater than 5 years. The commission shall have jurisdiction relative 
to the rates and service to any city or village where light, heat or water is furnished to 
such city or village under any contract. or arrang'ement, to the same extent that it has 
jurisdiction where such service is furnished directly to the public. 

(b) When a village or city has contracted for water or lighting service to the munici
pality the cost may be raised by tax levy. In making payment to the owner of the utility 
a sum equal to the amount due the city from such owner fol' taxes or special assessments 
may be deducted. 

(c ) This subsection shall apply to every city and village l'egardless of any charter 
limitations on the tax levy for water or light. 

History. 1961 c. 89. 
See note to 196.54, citing Milwaukee v. Public Service Comm. 11 W (2d) 111, 104 NW 

(2d) 167. 

66.062 Joint use of tracks. (1) When two electric railway companies, in pursuance 
of franchises, are operating upon the same puhlic way, the city may by ordinance, ef
fective 90 days after passage and publication, require joint use of tracks and prohibit 
the operation of cal'S on either track in more than one direction, Such joint use shall in
clude ;rig'ht to install and maintain necessary poles, wires, conduits, and other accessories. 

(2) Either of such railway companies may acquire by condemnation a right to use the 
tracks of the other company for such purpose of providing one-way tracks, upon terms 
and conditions determined by agTeement, or by the procedure in s. 32.06, except that 
pending appeal to the circuit court the use may be had upon payment or deposit with the 
clerk of the court of the compensation awarded. 

66.063 Municipal tracks. Cities may lay and maintain street railway tracks upon 
bridges and viaducts and by ordinance lease such tracks to any company authorized to 
operate a street railway in the city. But the city shall not grant an exclusive lease to any 
one company, nor such an exclusive franchise upon approaching ways as will prevent 
other companies from 11sing such municipal tracks. 

66.064 Joint operation. Any city or village served by any pl'ivately owned public 
utility, street railway or interurban railway rendering local service may contract with 
the owner thereof for the leasing, public operation, joint operation, extension and im. 
provement by the municipality or with funds loaned by the municipality, for the .stabiliza
tion by municipal guaranty of the return npon or for the purchase by instalments out, 
of earnings or otherwise of that portion of said public utility, street or interurban l'ail
way which is operated within such municipality and any tenitory immediately adjacent' 
and tributary thereto; or for the accomplishment of any object agTeed upon between the 
parties relating' to the use, operation, management, value, earnings, purchase, extension, 
improvement, sale, lease or control of such propClty. The pl'ovisions of section 66.07 
relating to preliminary agreement, approval by the public service commission, and rati
fication by the electors, shall be applicable to the contracts authorized hereby and said 
public service commission shall, when any such contract is approved by it and consum
mated co-operate with the parties in respect to making valuations, appraisals, estimates 
and other determinations specified in such contract to he made by it. 
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66.065 Acquisition. (1) Any town, village or city may construct, acquire or lease 
any plant and equipment located within or without the m~micipality, and including in
terest in 01' lease of land, for fUl'l1ishing water, light, heat, 01' power, to the municipality, 
or to its inhabitants 01' for street railway purposes; may acquire a controlling portion of 
the stock of any corporation owning private waterworks or lighting plant and equipment; 
and may purchase the equity of redemption in a mortgaged or bonded waterwOl'ks or light
ing system, including the cases where the municipality shall in the franchise have reserved 
right to purchase. The character or duration of the franchise, permit or grant under which 
any public utility is operated, shall not affect the power to acquire the same hereunder. 
Two 01' more puhlic utilities owned by the same person or c0l1)oration, or two or more 
public utilities subject to the same lien or charge, may be acquired as a single entel'prise 
under any proceeding heretofore begun or hereafter commenced, and the board or coun
cil may at any time agree with the owner or owners of any public utility or utilities as to 
the agreed value thereof, and to CGntract to purchase or acquire the same hereunder at 
such value, upon !Ouch terms and conditions as may be mutually agreed upon between said 
board or council and said owner or owners. 

(2) A resolution, specifying the method of payment and submitting the question to 
a referendum, sllall be adopted by a majority of all the members of the board or council 
at a regular meeting, after publication at least one week previous in the official paper. 

(3) The notice of the referendum shall include a general statement of the plant equip
ment or part thereof it is proposed to acquire or construct and of the manner of payment. 

(4) Referendum elections under this section shall not be held oftener than once a 
year, except that a referendum so held for the acquisition, lease or construction of any of 
the types of property enumerated in subsection (1) shall not bar the holding of one ref
erendum in the same year for the acquisition and operation of a bus transpGrtation sys
tem by the municipality. 

(4a) The provisions of subs. (2), (3) and (4) shall not apply to the acquisition of 
any plant, equipment or public utility for furnishing water service when such plant, equip
ment or utility is acquired by the municipality by dedication or without monetary or finan-
cial consideration. . 

(5) Any city or village may 1)y action of its governing body and with a referendum 
vote provide, acquire, own, operate or engage in a municipal bus transportation system. 
where no existing bus, rail, trackless trolley or other local transportation system exists in 
such city or villag·e. Any city or village in which there exists any local transportation 
systEm by similar action and referendum vote may acquire, own, operate or engage in the 
operation of a municipal hus transportation system upon acquiring the local transpor
tation system by voluntary agreement with the owners thereof, or pursuant to law, or 
upon securing a certificate from the public service commission pursuant to section 194.23 
that public convenience and necessity requires the acquisition and operation of such bus 
transportation system by the municipality. 

(6) Any street motor bus transportation company operating pursuant to the pro
visions of chapter 194 shall by the ae;ceptance of authority under such chapter be deemed 
to llave consented to a purchase of its property actually used and useful for the con
venience of the public by the municipality in wllich the major part of such property is 
situated or operated for compensation under terms and conditions determined by the 
public service commission in the manner provided for tIle acquisition of utilities by mu
nicipalities under chapter 197; provided that if such motor bus transportation facilities 
are operated as auxiliary to street railway or trackless trolley facilities operated pur
suant to franchise granted under the provisicns of cllapter 193, such motor bus facilities 
shall be acquired only by the aC(luisit.ion, pursuant to chapter 193, of the transportation 
system to which they are auxiliary. 

(7) Any city or village providing or acquiring a motor hus transportation system 
under the provisions of this section may finance sUClh construction or purchase in any 
manner now authorized in respect of the construction or purchase of a public utility. 

History. 1961 c. 138. 

66.066 Method of payment. (1) Any town, village, city or power district may, by 
action of its governing hody, provide for purchasing, acquiring, leasing, constructing, ex
tending, adding to, improving, conducting', controlling, operating or managing a public 
utility from the general fund, or from the proceeds of municipal bonds, mortgage bonds 
or mortgage certificates. The terl11 municipality as used in this section shall include power 
districts and municipal water districts. Any indebtedness created pursuant to subs. (2) 
to (4) shall not be considered an indebtedness of such mllllicipality, and shall not be in
cluded in arriving at the constitutional deht limitation. 

(la) Nothing herein shall be construed to limit the authority of any municipality to: 
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acquire, own, operate and finance in the manner provided in this section, a source of 
water supply and necessary transmission facilities (including' all real and personal prop
erty) beyond its corporate limits, and a somce of water supply 30 miles beyond such 
limits shall be deemed to be within such authority. 

(2) Where payment is provided by mortgage bonds, the procedure for payment shall 
be in the manner following: 

(a) The board or council shall order the issuance and sale of bonds bearing interest 
at a rate not exceeding 6 per centum per annum, payable semiannually, executed by the 
chief executive and the clerk and payable at such times not exceeding 40 years from the 
date thereof, and at such places, as the board or council of such municipality shall deter
mine, which bonds shall be payable only out of the said special redemption fund. Each 
such bond shall state plainly upon its face that it is payable only from the said special 
redemption fund, naming the ordinance creating it and that it does not constitute an 
indebtedness of such municipality. The said bonds may be issued either as registered 
bonds or as coupon bonds payable to bearer. Coupon and bearer bonds may be registered 
as to principal in the holder's name on the hooks of such municipality, such registration 
being noted on the bond by the clerk or other desig'nated officer, after which no transfer 
shall be valid unless made on the books of such municipality by the registered holder and 
similarly noted on the bond. Any bond so registered as to principal may be discharged 
from such registration by being transferred to bearer after which it shall be transferable 
by delivery but may be again registercd as to principal as before. The registration of 
the bonds as to the principal shall not restrain the negotiability of the coupons by delivery 
merely, lmt the coupons may be surrendered aud the interest made payable only to the 
registered holder of the bonds. If the coupons be surrendered, the slllTender and can
cellation thereof shall be noted on the bond and thEreafter interest on the bond shall be 
payable to the registered holder or order in cash or at his option hy check or draft payable 
at the place or one of the places where the coupons were payable. Such bonds shall be 
sold in such manner and upon such terms as the board or counCIl shall deem for the best 
interests of said municipality; provided, however, that if such bonds are issued bearing 
interest at the rate of 6 per centum per annum, they shall not be sold for less than par; 
if issued bearing' a lower rate than 6 pel' centum per annum, they may be sold at less 
than par, provieled always that the selling price is such that the interest cost to the nnmici
pality for the funds representing the proceeds of said bonds computed to maturity accOl'd
ing- to standard tables of bond values shall not exceed 6 pel' centum per annum. All bonds 
shall mature serially commencing not later than 3 years after the date of issue in such 
amounts that the requirement each year to pay both principal and interest will. be as 
nearly equal as practicable. All such bonds may contain a provision authorizing redemp
tion thereof, in whole or in part, at stipulated prices, at the option of the municipality on 
any interest payment date after 3 years from the date of the bonds, and shall provide 
the method of selecting the bonds to be redeemed. The board or council may provide in 
any contract for purchasing, acquiring, leasing, constructing, extending, adding to, im
proving, conducting, controlling, operating or managing a public utility, that payment 
thereof shall be made in such bonds at not less than 95 per cent of the par value thereof. 

(b) All moneys received from any bonds issued pursuant hereto shall be applied 
solely for purchasing, acquiring, leasing', constructing, extending, adding to, improving, 
conducting, controlling, operating or managing' a public utility, and in the payment of the 
cost of any subsequent necessary additions, improvements and extensions, and there shall 
be and there is hereby granted and created a statutory mortgage lien upon the public 
utility. to the holders of the said bonds and to the holders of the coupons of said bonds. 
The public utility shall remain subject to such statutory mortgage lien until the payment 
in full of the principal and interest of the bonds. Any holder of the said bonds or of any 
coupons attached thereto may either at law or in equity protect and enforce the statutory 
mortgage lien hereby conferred, and compel performance of all duties required by this 
section of the municipality. If there be any default in the payment of the principal or 
inter.est of any of the said bonds, any court having jurisdiction of the action may ap
point a receiver to administer the said public utility on behalf of the said municipality, 
and the said bondholders, with power to charge and collect rates lawfully established suffi
cient to provide for the payment of the operating expenses and also to pay any bonds or 
obligations outstanding against said utility, and to apply the income and revenues thereof 
in conformity with this statute and the said ordinance, or the said court may declare· the 
whole amount of said bonds due and payable and may order and dil-ect the sale of the 
said public utility. Under any sale so ordered, the purchaser shall be vested with an 
indeterminate permit to maintain and operate tlle saiel public utility. Any municipality 
may provide for additions, extensions and improvements to a public utility owned by said 
municipality by additional issue of bonds in the manner herein provided; but such addi
tional issue or issues of bonds shall be subOl'dinate to all prior issues of bonds which may 
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have been made hereunder, provided, a municipality may in the ordinance authorizing 
bonds hereunder permit the issue of additional bonds on a parity therewith. Any munici
pality may issue new bonds in the manner herein provided and secured in the same man
ner, to provide funds for the payment of the principal and interest of any bonds then 
outstanding. 

(c) As accurately as possible in advance, said board 01' council shall by ordinance fix 
and determine: 

1. 1'he proportion of the revenues of such public utility which shall be necessary for 
the reasonable and proper operation and maintenance thereof; 

2. The proportion of the said revenues which shall be set aside as a propel' and ade
quate depreciation fund; and 

3. The proportion of the said revenues which shall be set aside and applied to the 
payment of the principal and interest of the bonds herein authorized and shall set the 
same aside in separate funds. 

At. any time after one year's operation, the councilor board may recompute the pro
portion of the revenues which shall be assignable as provided above based upon the 
experience of operation 01' upon the basis of further financing. 

(d) The proportion set aside to the depreciat.ion fund shall be available and shall be 
used, wl18neve1' necessary, to restore any deficiency in the special redemption fund de
scribed below for the payment of the principal and interest due on the bonds herein au
thorized and for the creation and maintenance of any reserves established by the bond 
ordinance 01' ordinances to secure such payments. At any time when tlle special redemp
tion fund is sufficient for said purposes, moneys in the depreciation fund may be expended 
in making good depreciation either in said public utility or in new constructions, exten
sions or additions. Any accumulations of such depreciation fund may be invested, and if 
invested, the income from the investment shall be carried in the depreciation fund. 

(e) The proportion which shall be set aside for the payment of the principal and in
terest of the bonds herein authorized shall from month to month as the same shall accrue 
and be received, be set apart and paid into a special fund in the treasury of the said 
municipality to be identified as "the .... special redemption fund." 

(f) If any SUl1Jlus shall be accumulated in any of the above funds, it shall be dis
posed of as provided in section 66.069 (1) (c). 

(g) The reasonable cost and value of any service rendered to such municipality by 
such public utility shall be charged against the said municipality and shall be by it paid 
for in monthly instalments. 

(h) The rates for all services rendered by such public utility to the municipality or 
to other consumers, shall be reasonable and just, taking into accotwt and consideration 
the value of the said public utility, the cost of maintaining and operating the same, the 
proper and necessary allowance for depreciation thereof, and a sufficient and adequate 
return upon the capital invested. 

(i) Said board or council shallllave full power to adopt all ordinances necessary to 
carry into efJ'ect the provisions of this subsection. Any ordinance providing for the issu
ance of bonds may contain such provisions or covenants, without limiting the generality of 
the power to adopt snch ordinance, as is deemed necessary 01' desirable for the security of 
bondholders or the marketability of the bonds, including' but not limited to provisions as 
to the sufficiency of the rates 01' charges to be made for service, maintenance and opera
tion, improvements 01' additions to and sale 01' alienation of the public utility, insurance 
against loss, employment of consulting engineers and accountants, records and accounts, 
operating' and construction budgets, establishment of reserve funds, issuance of additional 
bonds, and deposit of the proceeds of the sale of the bonds or revenues of the public utility 
in trust, including the appointment of depositories or trustees. Any ordinance authorizing 
the issuance of bonds OT other obligations payable from revenues of a public utility shall 
constitute a contract with the holdel' of any bonds 01' other ohligations issued pursuant to 
such ordinance. 

(j) Proceedings for purchasing, acquiring, leasing, const.ructing, extending, adding 
to, improving, conducting, controlling, operating', or managing a public utility by any 
municipality heretofOl'e begun under the provisions of law other than subsection (2), may 
be proceeded wiLh either under the provisions of such law, if still in force, 01' under the 
provisions of said subsection (2) as the board 01' council may elect.. A municipality pro
ceeding uncleI' chapter 197 to acquire the property of a public utility may pay for the 
same by the method provided for in this section. 

(k) ThG ordinance required by subsection (2) (c) may set apart bonds hereunder equal 
to the amount of any secured debt 01' charge subject to which a public utility may be 'pur
chased, acquired, leased, constructed, extended, added to, or improved in any proceedings 
heretofore beg'un 01' hereafter commenced, al1Cl shall set aside for interest and sinking 
fund from the income and revenues of the public lltility, a sum sufficient to comply with 
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the requirements of the instrument creating the lien, or if such instrument does not make 
any provision therefor, said ordinance shall fix and determine the amount which shall 
be set aside into a secured debt fund from month to month for interest on the se(mred 
debt, and a fixed amount or proportion not exceeding a stated sum, which shall be not 
less than one pel' cent of the principal, to be set aside into said fund to pay the principal 
of the debt.. Any surplus after satisfying the debt may be transferred to the special re
demption fund. Public utility bonds set aside for such debt may, from time to time be 
issued to an amount sufficient with the amount then in such sinking fund, to pay and retire 
the said debt or any portion thereof; such bonds may be so issued at not less than 95 per 
cent of the par value in exchange for, or satisfaction of, the secured debt, or may be sold 
in the manner herein provided, and the proceeds applied in payment of the same at matu
rity or before maturity by agreem8nt with the holder. The board or council and the 
owners of any public ut.ility acquired, purchased, leased, constructed, extended, added to, 
or improved, hereunder lllay, upon such terms and conditions as are satisfactory, con· 
tract that public utility bonds to provide for such secured debt, or for the whole pur
chase price shall be deposited with a trustee or depository and released from such deposit 
from time t.o time on such terms and conditions as are necessary to secure the payment of 
the debt. 

(1) Any municipality which has heretofore or lllay hereafter purchase, acquire, lease, 
construct, extend, add to or improve, conduct, control, operate, or manage a public utility 
subject to a mortgage or deed of trust. by the vendor or his or its predecessor in title to 
secure the payment of outstanding and unpaid bonds made by the vendor or his or its 
predecessor in title, may readjust, renew, consolidate or extend the debt evidenced by 
such outstanding bonds and continue the lien thereof of the mortgage, securing the same 
by issuing bonds to refund the said outstanding mortgage bonds at or prior to their 
maturity, which bonds shall be payable only out of a special redemption fund to be cre
ated and set aside by ordinance as nearly as lllay be in the manner prescribed by sub
section. (2), and which refunding bonds shall be secured by a st.atutory mortgage lien 
upon the public utility, and such municipality is authorized to adopt all ordinances and 
take all proceedings, following as n8arly as may be the procedure prescribed by subsection 
(2), the lien ·thereof shall have the same priority on the public utility as the mortgage 
securing the outstanding bonds, unless it be otherwise expressly provided in the proceed
ings of the common councilor other governing authority to authorize the same. 

(m) 1. Whenever the board or council of any town, village, city or power district has 
authorized the issurulce 01' sale of mortgage bonds under this section, such board or coun
cil may, prior to the issuance of such bonds and in anticipation of their sale, authorize 
the issuance of bond anticipation notes by the adoption of a resolution 01' ordinance by 
twocthirds of its members present. Such notes shall be named "bond anticipation notes." 
Such resolution 01' ordinance shall recite that all conditions precedent to the issuance of 
such mortg'age bonds provided by law or by the ordinance pursuant to which such mort
g'age bonds were authorized to be issued have been complied with, and that said notes are 
issued for the PU11)oses for which mortgage bonds were authorized to be issued. 

2. Such bond anticipation notes and any renewals thereof may be issued for periods 
of up to 5 years in the agg'l'egate; they shall mature within 5 years of the date of the 
notes originally issued and shall be executed as are mortgage bonds; they shaH recite on 
the face thereof that they are payable from proceeds of mortgage bonds issued under this 
section.' The rate of interest borne by said bond anticipation notes shall not exceed the 
maximum rate of interest authorized to be bOl'ne by said mortgage bonds. Such bond 
anticipation notes shall not be deemed a. general obligation of the town, village, city 01' 

power district issuing them,. and no lien shall be created or attached with respect to any 
property of the utility as a consequence of the issuance of such notes. 

3. Any funds derived from the issuance and sale of mortgage bonds under this section 
and iSllued subsequent to the execution and sale of bond anticipation notes shall constitute 
a trust fund, and such fund shall 1)8 expended first for the payment of principal and 
interest of such bond anticipation notes, and then may be expended for snch other pur
poses as are set forth in the ordinance authorizing the mortgage honcls. No bond anticipa
tion notes may be issued unless the comptroller of such town, city, village or power district, 
or other financial officer, first certifies to the board 01' council that contracts with respect to 
additions, improvements and extensions are to be let and that the proceeds of such notes 
shaH be required for the payment of such contracts. 

4. Upon the issuance of such hond anticipation notes, there shall be paid into the fund 
or accounts respectively provided for the payment of the principal and interest of said 
mortgage bonds, from the proportion of the revenues of the utility allocated to the pay
ment of such principal and interest, the srune amounts at the same times as would have 
been required to be paid therein for the pa.yment of the principal of and the interest on 
the mortgage bonds if said mortgage bonds, in an equal principal amount, had been issued 
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instead of such notes. Such moneys or any part thereof may, by the ordinance or resolu
tion authorizing the issuance of bond anticipation notes, be pledged for the payment of 
the principal of and the interest on such notes. In addition thereto, such ordinance or 
resolution shall pledge to the pa.yment of the principal of such notes the proceeds of the 
sale of the mortgage bonds in anticipation of the sale of which said notes were authorized 
to be issued. Such notes shall constitute negotiable instruments. 

5. The aggregate amount of the bond anticipation notes shall not exceed the principal 
amount of the mortgage bonds in anticipation of the sale of which they are issued. 

6. Any town, village, city 01' power district authorized to issue or sell bond anticipa
tion notes as hereinbefore provided may, in addition to the revenue sources or bond pro
ceeds, appropriate funds out of the tax levy for the payment of such notes. The pay
ment of such notes out of funds from a tax levy, however, shall not be construed as 
constituting an obligation of such town, village, city or power district to make such 
appropriation. . . 

7. Such bond anticipation notes shall constitute a legal form of investment for mu
nicipal funds under s. 66.04 (2). 

(3) 'When payment is provided by mortgage certificate it shall be in the manner fol
lowing: 

(a) The board or council shall order the issue and sale of lllortgage certificates which 
shall nicite that they are secured by trust deed or mortgage upon such equipment and 
that no municipal liability is created thereby. 

(b) Such mortgage certificates shall bear interest not to exceed 6 per cent pel' annum, 
payable semiannually, shall not be sold for less than 95 pel' cent of the par value, and 
shall be made payable at the option of such municipality in not less than 3 years and in 
not more than 20 years from the date thereof. 

(c) To secure the payment of principal and interest of such mortgage certificates, the 
chief executive and clerk shall execute to the purchaser thereof 01' to a trustee selected by 
resolution or ordinance, a trust deed or mortgage upon such public utility to the holders of . 
said bonds and to the holders of the coupons of said bonds. 

(d) The trust deed or mortgage shall among other things provide: 
1. That the lien upon the property therein described and upon the income, shall be the 

only security, and that no municipal liability is created. 
2. That the income from operation shall be applied, first to the necessary maintenance 

and operation, second to payment of the principal and interest of the certificates herein 
authorized, and third, to provide for propel' and adequate depreciation. All certificates 
shall mature in substantially equal al1llUal instalments, and the first instalment of princi
pal shall fall due and be payable not later than 3 years after the date of issue. All such 
certificates shall contain a provision requiring redemption thereof, in whole or in part, 
at stipulated prices, at the option of the municipality on any interest payment date after 
3 years from the date of the certificates. 

3. That if any interest shall remain due and unpaid for 12 mont.hs, or if any part of 
the principal shall not be paid when due, the trust deed or mortgage may be foreclosed. 

4. That upon default in payment of principal or interest, the holder of such trust 
deed or mortgage may by notice in writing served after such default declare the whole 
amount due and payable 6 months after such service and that it shall be so due and 
payable. 

(e) Refunding mortgage certificates may be issued in the same manner, upon a two
thirds vote of the board or council. The rate of interest and time of payment shall be as ' 
fixed by subsection (3) (b). 

(4) Any city, village, town or municipal power district which may own or operate, or ' 
hereafter purchase, acquire, lease, construct,' extend, add to, improve, conduct, control, 
operate or manage any public utility may also, by action of its govfrrning body, in lieu 
of the issuance of bonds 01' certificates or the levy of taxes and in addit.ion to any other 
lawful methods or means of providing for the payment of indebtedness" have the power, 
by and through its governing body to provide for or to secure the payment of the cost 
of pm' chasing, acquiring, leasing, constructing, extending, adding to, improving, conduct
ing, cont.rolling, operating, or managing a public utility by pledging, assigning or other
wise hypothecating, shares of stock evidencing a controlling interest therein, or the net 
ea.rnings or profits derived, or to be derived, from the operation of such public utility. 
To that end, it may enter into such contracts and may mortgage its plant and issue such' 
evidences of indebtedness as may be proper to carry out the provisions of this subsection. 
There is hereby granted and created a statutory mortgage lien upon the public utility to 
the holders of any evidences of indebtedness issued lillder this subsection. The provisions 
of sub. (2) (b) shall be applicable to such statutory mortgage lien. Any municipality may 
issue additional evidences of indebtedness in the manner herein provided 01' in the manner 
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provided elsewhere in tIns section, but such shall be subordinate to all prior issues of 
indebtedness, except that the municipality may in the ordinance authorizing evidences of 
indebtedness herelUlder permit the issue of additional evidences of indebtedness on a 
parity therewith. 

66.067 Public works projects. For financing purposes, garbage incinerators, toll 
bridges, swimming pools, tennis courts, parks, playgrounds, golf links, bathing beaches, 
bathhouses, street lighting, city halls, courthouses, jails, schools, hospitals, and any and all 
other necessary public works projects undertaken by any town, village, city, county 01' 

other municipality are public utilities within the meaning of s. 66.066. In financing under 
that section, rentals and fees shall be considered as revenue. Any indebtedness created 
pursuant to this section shall not be included in arriving at the constitutional debt limita
tion. 

66.068 Management. (1) In cities owning a public utility, the council shall and in 
towns and villag'es owning a public utility the board may provide for a nonpartisan man
agement thereof, and create for each or. all such utilities, a board of 3 01' 5 01' 7 commis
sioners, to take entire charge and management of such utility, to appoint a manager and 
fix his compensation, and to supervise the operation of the utility under the general con
trol and supervision of the board or council. 

(2) The commissioners shall be elected by the l)oard 01' council for a term, beginning 
on the first day of October, of as many years as there are commissioners, except that the 
terms of the commissioners first elected shall expire successively one each year on each 
succeeding first day of October. 

(3) The commissioners shall choose from among their number a president and a sec
retary. They may command the services of the city engineer and may employ and fix 
the compensation of such subordinates as shall be necessary. They may make rules for 
their own proceedings and for the g'overnment of their deparhllent. They shall keep 
books of account, in the manner and form prescribed by the public service commission, 
which shall be open to the public. 

(4) It may be provided that departmental expenditures be audited by such conUl)is
sion, and if a.pproved hy the president and secretary of the commission, be paid by the 
city or village clerk and treasurer as provided by s. 66.0L12; that the utility receipts be 
paid to a bonded cashier 01' cashiers appointed by the commission, to be turned over to 
the city treasurer at least once a month; and that the commission have such general powers 
in the construction, extension, improvement and operation of the utility as shall be desig
nate(1. Where in any municipality water mains have been installed or extended and the 
cost thereof has been in some instances assessed against the a butting owners and in other 
instances paid by the municipality 01' any utility therein, it may be provided by the gov
erning body of such municipality that all persons who paid any such assessment against 
any lot or parcel of land may be reimbursed the amount of such assessment regardless of 
when such assessment was made 01' pajd. Such reimbursemen:t may be made from such 
funds or earnings of said municipal utility or from such funds of the municipality as 
the governing body determines. 

(5) Actual constrnction work shall be under the immediate supervision of the board 
of public works or corresponding' authority. 

(6) Two 01' more public utilities acquired as a single enterprise hereunder may be 
operated as a single enterprise. 

(7) In cities of the second, third or fourth clas~ the council may provide for the 
operation of a public utility 01' utilities by the board of public works 01' by another officer 
or officers, in lieu of the commission above provided for. 

66.069 Oharges; outside services. (1) CHARGES. (a) The councilor board of any 
town, village or city operating a public utility may, by ordinance, fix the initial rates and 
provide for this collection monthly, quarterly 01' semiannually in advance or otherwise. 
The rates shall be uniform for like service in all parts of the municipality and shall in
clude the cost of fluorinating' the water. The rates may also include standby charg'es to 
property not connected but for which such facilities have been made available. The charges 
shall be collected by the treasurer. 

(b) On October 15 in each year notice shall be given to the owner or occupant of all 
lots or parcels of real estate to which water has been furnished prior to October 1 by a 
water utility operated by any town, city 01' villag'e and payment for which is owing and 
in arrears at the time of giving such notice. The depa1'tment in charge of the utility shall 
fUl'l1ish the treasurer with a list of all such lots or parcels of Teal estate, and the notice 
shall be given by the treasurer, unless the governing body of the city, villag'e or town shall 
authorize such notice to be given directly by the department. Such notice shall be in 
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writing and shall state the amount of such arrears, including any penalty assessed pur
suant to the rules of such utility j that unless the same is paid by November 1 thereafter 
a penalty of 10 per cent of the amount of such an ears will be added thereto' and that 
unless such anears, with any such added penalty, shall be paid by November'15 there
after, the same will be levied as a tax against the lot or parcel of real estate to which 
water was furnished and for which payment is delinquent as above specified. Such 
notice may be served by delivery to eitber such owner or occupant personally, or by letter 
addressed to such owner 01' occupant at the post-office address of such lot or parcel of 
real estate. On November 16 the officer or department issuing the notice shall certify and 
file with the clerk a list of all lots or parcels of real estate, giving the legal description 
thereof, to the owners or occupants of which notice of anears in payment were given 
as above specified and which arrears still remain unpaid, and stating the amount of such 
arrears together with the added penalty thereon as herein provided. Each such delinquent 
amount, including such penalty, shall thereupon become a lien upon the lot or parcel of 
real estate to which the water was furnished and payment for which is delinquent, and 
the clerk shall insert the same as a tax against such lot or parcel of real estate. All pro
ceedings in relation to the collection of general property taxes and to the return and sale 
of property for delinquent taxes shall apply to said tax if the same is not paid within 
the time required by law for payment of taxes upon real estate. 

(c) The income of a public utility owned by a municipalit.y, shall first be used to meet 
operation, maintenance, depreciation, interest, and sinking fund requirements, local and 
school tax equivalents, additions and improvements, and other necessary disbursements 
or indebtedness. Income in excess of these requirements may be used to purchase and 
hold interest bearing bonds, issued for the acquisition of the utility, or bonds issued by 
the United States or any municipal corporation of this state, or insurance upon the life 
of an officer or manager of such utility, or may be paid into the general fund. 

(d) Any eity, town or village may use funds derived from its water plant above 
such as are necessary to meet operation, maintenance, depreciation, interest and sink
ing funds, new construction or equipment or other indebtedness, for sewerage construc
tion work other than such as is chargeable against abutting property j or they may turn 
such funds into the gcneral fund to be used for general city purposes, or may place 
such funds in a special fund to be used for special municipal purposes. 

(e) Any city, village or town owning a public utility shall be entitled to the same 
rate of return as permitted for privately owned utilities. 

(2) OUTSIDE SERVICE. (a) Any town, town sanitary district, village or city owning 
water, light or power plant or equipment may serve persons or places outside its corporate 
limits, including adjoining municipalities not owning or operating a similar utility, and 
may interconnect with another municipality, whether contiguous or not, and for such 
purposes may use equipment owned by such other municipality. 

(b) So much of such plant or equipment, except water plant or equipment or inter
connection property in any municipality so interconnected, as shall be situated in another 
municipality shall be taxable in such other municipality pursuant to the provisions of 
sections 76.01 to 76.29. 

(c) Each village or city shall by ordinance fix the limits of such service in unincor
porated areas. 

66.07 Sale or lease. Any town, village or city may sell or lease any complete public 
utility plant. owned by it, in manner following: 

(1) A preliminary agreement with the prospective purchaser or lessee shall be au
thorized by a resolution 01' ordinance containing a summary of the terms proposed, of 
the disposition to be made of the proceeds, and of the provisions to be made for the pro
tection of holders of obligations against such plant or against the municipality on account 
thereof. Such resolution or ordinance shall be published in the official pap81' at least one 
week before adoption, or if there is no such paper, in some paper published in the munici
pality, if any, otherwise it shall be posted in 4 of the most public places in the munici
pality at least 10 days before adoption. It may be adopted only at a regular meeting and 
by a majority of all the members of the board or council. 

(2) The preliminary agreement shall fix the price of sale 01' lease, and provide that 
if the amount fixed by the public service commission shall be larger, the price shall be 
tha t fixed by such commission. 

(3) The municipality shall submit the preliminary agreement when executed to the 
public service commission, which shall determine whether the interests of the municipality 
and of the residents thereof will be best served by the sale or lease, and if it so determine, 
shall fix the price and other terms. 

(4) The proposal shall then be submitted to the electors of the municipality. The 
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notice of the referendum shall include a description of the plant, and a summary of the 
preliminary agreement, and of the price and terms as fixed by the public service com
mission. If a majorit.y voting on the question shall vote for the sale or lease, the board 01' 

council shall be authorized to consummate the same, upon the terms and at a price not 
less than fixed by the public service commission, with the proposed purchaser or lessee 
or any other with whom better terms approved by the public servicc commission can be 
made. 

(5) Unless the sale or lease is consummated within one year of the referentlum, 01' 

the time is extended by the public service commission, the proceedings shall be void. 

66.071 In first class cities. All provisions of this section apply to all first class 
cities. 

(1) WATERWORKS. (a) ·Water rates shall be collected in the manner and by anyone 
whom the council may from time to time determine, and shall be accounted for and paid 
to such other officials in such manner and at such times as the council may from time to 
time prescribe. Such persons shall give a bond to covel' all the duties in such an amount 
as may be prescribed by the council. Final accounting shall be made to comptroller and 
final disposition of money shall be made to city treasurer. 

(b) The words "commissioner of public works" in subsection (1) shall be construed 
to mean and have reference to any board of public works, or commissioner of public 
works, 01' other officer of any city having control of the public works therein, and all acts 
authorized to be done by such commissioner except for the enforcement of l'egulations 
approved by the cOlmcil shall require the approval of the council before they shall have 
any force 01' effect. 

(c) When the city owns its waterworks, the commissioner of public works shall have 
power, from time t.o time, to make and enforce by-laws, rules and regulations in relation 
to the said waterworks, and, before the actual introduction of water, he shall make by
laws, rules and regulations, fixing uniform water rates to be paid for the use of water 
furnished by the said waterworks, and fixing the manner of distributing and supplying 
wat.er for use 01' consumption, and for withholding 01' turning off the same for cause, and 
he shall have power, from time to time, to alter, modify or repeal such by-laws, rules and 
regulations, 

(d) Water rates shall be due and payable upon such date or dates as the common 
council may provide by regulation. To all water rates remaining unpaid 20 days there
after, there shall be added a penalty of 5 pel' cent of the amount of such rates, and if 
such rates shall remain unpaid for 10 days thereafter, water may be turned off the pi'em7 
ises, subject to the payment of such delinquent rates, and in such cases where the sUPIlly 
of water is turned off as above provided, water shall not be again turned on to said prem~ 
ises until all delinquent rates and penalties, and a sum not exceeding $2 as provided for 
by regulation for turning the water off and on, shall have been paid, The same penalty 
and charge may be made when payment is made to a collector sent to the premises, On 
01' before each day when such rates become due and payable as aforesaid, a written or 
printed notice 01' bill shall be mailed 01' personally delivered to the occupant 01', upon 
written request, to the owner wherever he shall state, of all premises subject to the pay
ment of water rates, stating the amount due, the time when and the place where STIch 
rates can be paid, the penalty for neglect of payment. 

. (e) All water rates for water furnished to any building or premises, and t.he cost of 
repairing meters, service pipes, stops 01' stop boxes, shall be a lien on the lot, part of lot 
or parcel of land on which such building or premises shall be situated. If any water rates 
or bills for the repairing of meters, service pipes, stops or stop boxes remain unpaid on 
the first day of Oetober, in any year, the same shall be certified to the city comptroller of 
such city on or before the first day of November next following, and shall be by him 
placed upon the tax roll and collected in the same manner as other taxes on real estate 
are collected in said city, The charge for water supplied by the city in all premises 
where meters are att.ached and connected, shall be at rates fixed by the commissioner of 
public works and for the quantity indicated by the meter, If in any case, the commis
sioner of public works shall determine that the quantity indicated by the meter is ma
terially incorrect or if a met.er has been off temporarily on account of repairs, the com
missioner of public works shall determine in the best manner in his power the quantity 
used, and such determination shall be conclusive, No water rate or ra tes duly assessed 
against any property shall be thereafter remitted or changed except by the council of 
such city. 

(f) The commissioner of public works of any such city may issue a permit to the 
county in which it is located, to any national home for disabled soldiers, or to any other 
applicant to obtain water from the waterworks in the said city for use outside of the 
limits of such city; and for that purpose to connect any pipe that shall be laid outside 



1233 MUNIOIP AL LAW 66.071 

of the city limits with water pipe in such city. No such permit shall be issued until the 
applicant shall fu'st file with the commissioner of public works a bond in such sum and 
with such surety as the said commissioner shall approve, conditioned that the said appli
cant will obey the rules and regulations that may from time to time be prescribed by 
tIle commissioner of public works for the use of such water; that he will pay all charges 
fixed by said commissioner for the use of such water as measured by a meter to be ap" 
proved by said commissioner, which charges shall include the proportionate cost of 
:fluorinating the water and, except as to water furnished directly to county or other 
municipal properties, shall not be less than one-quarter more than those charged to the 
inhabitants of the city for like use of water; that he will pay to any such city a water 
pipe assessment if the property to be supplied with water has frontage on any thorough
fare forming the city boundary line in which a water main has or shall be laid, and at 
the rate prescribed by the commissioner of public works; if the property to be sup
plied does not front on a city boundary but is distant therefrom, that a main pipe of the 
~ame size, class and standard as terminates at· the city boundary shall be extended, and 
the entire cost shall be paid by the applicant for the extension; that such water main shall 
be laid according to city specifications and under city inspection; that such water main 
and appliances shall become the absolute property of such city, withont any compensation 
therefor, whenever the property supplied with water by said extension or any part 
thereof shall be annexed to or in any manner become a part of such city; and that he will 
pay to any such city all damages whatever that it may sustain, arising in any way out of 
the manner in which such connection is made or water supply is used. In case of granting 
a permit to any county 01' to any national home for disabled soldiers, the commissioner 
of public works may waive the giving of such a bone1. Every such permit shall be issued 
upon the understanding that such city shall in no event ever be liable for any damage in 
case of failure to supply water by reason of any condition beyond its control. 

(g) The commissioner of public works shall prescribe and regulate the kind of water 
meters to be used in such city and the manner of attaching and connecting the same, and 
may in like manner make such other rules for the use and control of water meters at
tached and connected as herein provided as shall be necessary to secure reliable and just 
measurement of the quantity of water used; and may alter and amend such rules from 
time to time as shall be necessary for the purposes named. If the owner or occupant of 
any premises, where the attaching and connection of a water meter may lawfully be re
quired, shall neglect 01' fail to attach and connect such water meter, as is required accord
ing to the rules established by the commissioner of public works, for 30 days after the 
expiration of the time within which such owner 01' occupant shall have been notified by 
said commissioner of public works to attach and connect such meter, the commissioner of 
public works may cause the water supply by the city to be cut off from the premises, 
and it shall not be restored except upon such terms and .conditions as the commissioner 
of public works shall prescribe. 

(h) The commissioner of public works may prescribe and regulate the size of connec
tions made with. the distribution mains for supplying automatic sprinkler systems. and 
fix an annual charge for such service. 

(i) The commissioner of public works may also make rules and regulations for the 
proi)er ventilating and trapping of all drains, SGil pipes and fixtures hereafter constructed 
to connect with or be used in connection with the sewerage oj' water supply of the city. 
The council may provide by ordinance for the enforcement of such rules and regulations, 
and may prescribe proper penalties and punishment for disobedience of the same. The 
commissioner of public works may also make rules to regulate the use of vent, soil, drain, 
sewer or water pipes in all buildings in said city, which hereafter shall be proposed to be 
connected with the city water supply or sewerage, specifying the dimensions, strength 
and material of which the same shall be made, and may prohibit the introduction into 
any building of any style 01' water fixture, tap 01' connection, the use of which shall have 
been determined to be dangerous to health or for any reason unfit to be used, and the 
commissioner of public works shall require a rigid inspection by a skilled and competent 
inspector under his direction of all plumbing and draining work and water and sewer 
connections, hereafter done or made in any building in the city, and unless the same are 
done or made according to rules of the commissioner of public works, and approved by 
him, no connection of the premises with the city sewerage or water supply shall be allowed. 

(j) The said commissioner shall make an annual report to the council of his doings 
under this section and the state of the water fund and the general condition of said 
waterworks, and such report after being' submitted to the council shall be filed in the 
office of the comptroller. 

(2) UTILITY DIREOTORS. (a) The term "electric plant" as used in this seetionshall 
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mean a plant for the production, transmission, delivery and fU1'llishing of electric light, 
heat 01' power directly to the public. 

(b) If the city shall have determined to arquire a street railway and electric plant 01' 

either of them, or any other public utility in accordance with the provisions of this sec
tion, the mayor of such city, prior to the city taking possession of such property shall 
appoint, subject to the confirmation of the council, 7 persons of recognized business ex
perience and standing to act as the board of directors for such utility. Two of such per
sons shall be appointed for a term of 2 years, 2 for a term of 4 years, 2 for a term of 6 
years, and one for a term of 8 years. Thereafter successors shall be appointed in like 
manner for terms of 10 years each. Any such director may be removed by the mayor with 
the approval of the council for misconduct in office or for unreasonable absence from 
meetings of the directors. 

(c) The directors so appointed shall have power: To employ a manager experienced 
in the management of street railways and electric plants or other like public utilities and 
fix his compensation and the other terms and conditions of employment and to remove him 
at pleasure, subject to the terms and conditions of his employment. To advise and consult 
with the manager and other employes as to any matter pertaining to maintenance, opera
tion or extension of such utility. To perform such other duties as ordinarily devolve upon 
a board of directors of a corporation organized under ch. 180 not inconsistent with tbis 
section and the laws governing cities of the first class. No money shall be raised or author
ized to be raised by said board of directors other than from revenues derived from the 
operation of the utility, except by action of the council. 

(d) The manager appointed by the board of directors shall have complete management 
and control of the utility, subject to the powers herein conferred upon the board of 
directors and the council and shall have power to appoint assistants and all other employes 
which he deems necessary and fix their compensation and other terms and conditions of 
employment, except that the board of directors may prescribe rules for determining the 
fitness of persons for positions and employment. 

(e) The council shall fix the compensation, if any, of members of the board of direc
tors and shall have the powers herein conferred upon it and such other powers as it 
now possesses with reference to street railways, electric plants and other public utilities. 

66.072 Utility districts. (1) Towns, villages and cities of the third and fourth 
class may establish utility districts and thereafter the expense of highways (not including 
bridges), sewers, sidewalks, street lighting', and water for fire protection, or either, as 
board or council shall direct, not chargeable to private property, shall be paid out of the 
fund of the propel' districts. 

(2) The fund of each district shall be provided by taxation of the property in such 
dish'jet, upon an annual ootimate by the department in charge of public works in cities 
and villages, and by the superintendent of highways in towns, filed by October first. 
Separate account shall be kept of each district fund. 

(3) In towns a majority vote and in villages and cities a three-fourths vote of all 
the members of the board 01' council shall be required to thus establish utility districts 
and by a like vote districts may be vacated, altered, or consolidated. 

(4) Before the vote is effective to establish, vacate, alter or consolidate, a hearing shall 
be held as provided in s. 66.60 (7). In towns the notice may be given by posting in 3 
public places in said town, one of which shall be in the proposed district, at least 2 weeks 
prior to such hearing. 

66.074 Ice plants, fuel depots and landing fields. (1) Any city may enter into any 
contract which will enable it to purchase, construct, lease or acquire any equipment neces
sary to SeC\lre, manufacture, or sell ice, and to supply ice to itself, its inhabitants and per
sons doing business therein, or the county in which it is located, and may operate the same. 

(2) Any city may by a vote of three-fourths of all the members of the council estab
lish and operate equipment for the purchase, sale and supply of fuel to its citizens, uncleI' 
regulation of the council. 

(3) Any city may purchase or lease lands for the use of the public as an aerial land
ing field, and may construct thereon hangars, shops, ancl other equipment ancl maintain 
such landing field; and may establish and collect. uniform fees for use of sueh field. 
Neither the city, nor any board, commission or officer thereof, maintaining and operating 
any aerial landing field, as provided in this subsection, and collecting fees for the use of 
the same, shall be held lia hIe in damages for injuries done to any person, not an employe 
of such city, by reason of the maintenance 01' operation of such landing field. 

66.075 Slaughterhouses. (1) Authority is hm'eby given to every county and to 
every city of more than 5,000 inhabitants to construct and maintain public slaughter-
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houses upon such conditions and under such regulations as may be imposed by the state 
department of agriculture. 

(2) The county board in each county and the common council in each city shall au
thorize the construction of such county or municipal slaughterhouse, shall make the neces
sary appropriation for the purchase of land and the conshllction and maintenance of 
such slaughterhouse and shall take propel' action to secure the building, establishment and 
maintenance of such count.y or municipal slaughterhouse. Provided, that in cities such 
municipal slaughterhouse shall be maintained and operated by the health department in 
such city. ' 

(3) All cattle, sheep, swine and goats slaughtered in such slaughterhouse shall be 
examined by the proper state authorities, and after examination and inspection shall be 
approved or condemned in accordance with the state laws and the municipal regulations 
governing the examination and inspection of similar private establishments. 

(4) Any person, firm or corporation who shall make use of a county or ,municipal 
slaught.erhouse, and in such use shall violate any of the tel'ms of this section shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of not 
more than $500 or by imprisonment of not more than one year, or by both such fine and 
imprisonment in the discretion of the court. 

(5) The provisions of this section shall apply only to such counties and to such cities 
as shaH have adopted the same at any general or municipal election at which the question 
of the establishment of snch county or mlwicipal slaughterhouse shall have been sub
mitted to the voters of such county 01' such city. Such question shall, upon the written 
petition of electors of such county 01' such city equal in number to at least 10 pel' cent 
of all the votes cast in snch county or such city for governor at the last preceding gen
eral election, be snbmitted to the electors of such county 01' such city at the next ensuing 
election, and if a majority of votes cast shall be in favor of the establishment of SUCll 
slaughterhouse, the provisions of this section shall apply to such count.y or to such city. 

66.076 Sewerage system, service charge. (1) In addition to all other methods pro
vided by law any town, village or city may construct, acquire or lease, extend or improve 
any plant anc1 equipment within or without its corporate limits for the collection, treat
ment and disposal of sewage, including the lateral, main and intercepting sewers neces
sary in connection therewith, or may arrange for snch service to be furnished by a metro
politan sewerage district 01' joint sewerage system, and provic1e payment for the same 
or any part thereof from -the general fund, from taxation, special assessments, sewerage 
service charges, 01' from the proceec1s of either municipal bonc1s, mortgage bonds, mort
gage certificates or from any combination of these enumerated methods of financing. 

(2) Where payment in whole or in part is to be made by the issue and sale of mort
gage bonds or mortgag'e certificates, such payments shall be made as is provided in sec
tion 66.066, the provisions of which section as the same has been and from time to time 
may be amended or recreatec1 are mac1e a part of this section exccpt as otherwise incon
sistent herewith. The term "public utility" as used in said section as the same has been 
and from time to time may be amended or recreated shall for this purpose include the 
sewerag'e system, accessories, eqnipment anc1 other property, including land. Such mort
gage bonds or mortgage certificates shall not constitute a general indebtedness of the 
municipality but shall be secured only by the sewerage system and revenue thereof, and 
the franchise herein provic1ed for. 

(3) In the event of a sale of the mortgagec1 premises on a judgment of foreclosure 
and sale, the price paid for the same shall not exceed the amount of the judgment and 
the costs of sale to and including the recording' of the sheriff's deed. ·The purchaser on the 
foreclosure sale may operate and maintain said sewerage system and collect sewerage 
service cllarges, and for that purpose shall be deemed to have a franchise from the munici
pality. The term "purchaser" shall include his successors or assigns. The rates to be 
charged, in addition to the contributions, if any, which the municipality has obligatec1 
itself to make toward the capital or operating costs of the plant, shall be sufficient to meet 
the requirements of operation, maintenance, repairs, depreciation, interest and an amount 
sufficient to amortize the judgment debts and all additional capital costs which the pur
chaser contributes to the plan over a period not exceeding 20 years, and in addition to 
the foregoing the purchaser of the premises shall be entitled to earn a reasonable amount, 
as c1etermined by the public service commission, on the actual amount of his investment 
in the premiEes represented by the purchase price of the premises, plus any additions 
made to the same by the purchaser 01' minus any payments made by the municipality on 
account of such investments. The municipality may at any time by payment reduce such 
investment of the purchaser anc1 after full payment of the purchase price plus the cost of 
subsequent improvements the premises shall revert to the municipality. So long as the 
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premises are owned by the private purchaser, the same shall be considered a public 
utility and be subject to the provisions of chapter 196 so far as applicable. 

(4) The governing body of the municipality may establish sewerage service charges 
in such amount as to meet all 01' part of the requirements for the construction, recon
struction, improvement, extension, operation, maintenance, repmr and depreciation of 
the sewerage system, and for the payment of all 01' part of the princi.;;>al and interest 
of any indebtedness incuned thereof, including the replacement of funds advanced by 
or' paid from the g'eneral fund of the municipality. 

(5) For the purpose of making equitable charges for all sel'Vices rendered by the 
sewerage system to the municipality or to citizens, corporations and other users, the prop
erly benefited thereby may be classified, taking into consideration the volume of water, 
including surface or drain waters, the character of the sewage 01' waste and the nature of 
the use made of the sewerage system, including the sewage disposal plant. The charges 
may also include standby charges to property not connected but for which such facilities 
have been made available. 

(6) Any town, village or city may pledge, assign or otherwise hypothecate the net 
earnings or profits derived or to be derived from a sewerage system to secure the pay
ment ,of the costs of purchasing, constructing or otherwise acquiring a sewerage system 
or any part thereof, or for extending or improving such sewerage system, in the man
nel'pro"ided in section 66.066 (4) as the same has been and from time to time may be 
amended or recreated. 

(7) Sewerage service charges shall be collected and taxed and shall be a lien upon the 
pl;operty served in the same manner as water rates are taxed and collected under the 
provisions of section 66.069 (J) or 66.071 (1) (e) as the same has been and from time to 
time may be amended or recreated, so far as applicable. 

(8) The governing body of any town, village or city, and the officials in charge of the 
management of the sewerage system as well as other officers of the municipality, shall be 
governed ,in the discharge of their powers and duties under this subsection by the pro
visions of section 66.069 or 66.071 (1) (e) as the same has been and from time to time 
may be .aIllimded or recreated, which are hereby made a part of tllis section so far as 
applicable and not inconsistent herewith. 

(9) Upon complaint to the public service commission by any user of the service that 
rates, rules and practices are unreasonable or unjustly discriminatory, 01' upon complaint 
of a holder of a mortgage bond or mortgag'e certificate or other evidence of debt, secured 
by a'mortgage on the sewerage system or any part thereof or pledge of the income of 
sewerage service charges, that rates are inadequate, the public service co=ission shall 
investigate said complaint, and if sufficient cause therefor appears shall set the matter 
for a public hearing upon 10 days' notice to the complainant and the town, village 01' 

city. After such hearing, if the public service commission shall determine that the rates, 
rules or practices complained of are unreasonable or unjustly discriminatory, it shall 
determine and by order fix reasonable rates, rules and practices and shall make such 
other order respecting such complaint as may be just and reasonable. The proceedings 
herein shall be governed, as far as applicable, by the provisions of sections 196.26 to 
196.405. . 

(10) Judicial review of the deterlllination of the public service commission may be 
had by any person aggrieved in the manner prescribed in chapter 227. 

(11) The word "sewerage" as used in this section shall be considered a comprehen
sive term, including all constructions for collection, transportation, pumping, treatment 
and final disposition of se1yage. 

(12) Thfllluthority hereby given shall be in addition to any power which towns, vil
lages pr cities now have with respect to sewerage or sewage disposaL N othiug in this 
section shall be construed as restricting or iJ;lterfering with any powers and duties of 
the state board of health as prescribed by law. 

66.077 Combining water and sewer utilities. (1) AllY town, village, or city of the 
fcrurth class may construct, acquire, or lease, or extend anrl improve, a plant and equip
ment within or without its corporate limits for the furnishing of water to the munici
pality or to its inhabitants, and for the collection, treatment, and disposal of sewage, 
including the lateral, main and intercepting sewers, and all equipment necessary in con
nection therewith. Such plant and equipment, whether the structures and equipment 
for' the furnishing of water and for the disposal of sewage shall be combined or sep
arate, may by ordinance be constituted a single public utility. 

(2) All of the provisions of chapters 66, 196 and 197 as the same shall have been 
and from tithe to time maybe amended or recreated, relating to a waterworks system, in-
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eluding, but not limited to, those provisions relating to the regulation of a waterworks 
system by the public service commission, shall apply to such combined waterworks and 
sewage disposal system as a single public utility. In prescribing rates, accounting and 
engineering practices, extension rules, service standards 01' other regulations for such 
combined waterworks and sewage disposal system, the public service commission shall 
treat the waterworks system and the sewage disposal system separately, unless such com
mission shall find that the public interest requires otherwise. 

(3) Any tOWll, village, or city of the fourth class which noW' owns or hereafter may 
acquire a waterworks plant and system and a plant or system for the treatment or dis
posal of sewage may by ordinance combine such system into a single public utility. After 
the effective date of such ordinance such combined utility shall be subject to all of the 
provisions of this section with the same force and effect as though originally acquired 
as a single public utility. 

66.078 Refunding village and sanitary district bonds. Any village, or town sani
tary district established under section 60.301, which has heretofore undertaken to con
struct a combined sewer and water system and issued revenue bonds payable from the 
combined revenues of said system and which is unable to provide sufficient funds to com
plete the construction of said system and to meet maturing principal of said revenue 
bonds, may, with the consent of all of the holc1ers of noncallable bonds, refund all 01' any 
part of its outstanding indebtedness, including'revenue bonds, by issuing term bonds 
maturing in not exceeding 20 years, payable solely from the revenues of said combined" 
sewer and water system and redeemable at par on any interest payment date. Such bonds 
may be issued as provided in section 66.066 (2) and shall pledge income from hydrant 
rentals and all sewer and water charges and maJ contain any covenants authorized 'by 
law; provided that if bonds are issued hereunder to refund floating indebtedness, such 
bonds shall be subject to the prior lien and claim of all bonds issued to refund revenue 
bonds theretofore issued. 

66.079 Parking systems. (1) Any city 01' village without necessity of a referendum ' 
may purchase, acquire, rent from a lessor, construct, extend, add to, improve, conduct, 
operate, or rent to a lessee a municipal parking system for the parking' of vehicles, in
cluding parking lots and other parking facilities, upon its public streets or public grounds 
and issue mortgage bonds to acquire funds for anyone 01' more of such purposes. Such 
parking lots and other parking' fa(lilities may include space designed for leasing to pri
vate persons for plU'})oses other than the parking of vehicles if such space is intidental 
to the parking' purposes of such lots or othei' facilities. If, in cities of the first class, a 
charge is made for parking privileges in such a parking system or parking lot alld attend
ants are employed thereat, such a parking system or pal'king lot shall be leased to private 
persons; but no such leasing shall be required if such city cannot obtain reasonable terms 
alld conditions in such a lease. The provisions of s. 66.066 governing the issuance of 
mortg'age bonds shall apply, so far as applicable, to mortgage bonds issued hC'l.'eunder. 
Such municipal pal'king systems shall constitute public utilities within the purview of 
article XI, section 3, of the Wisconsin constitution. Mortgage bonds issued under author
ity hereof shall be payahle solely both principal and interest from the revenues to he 
de.rived from such parking system, including' without limitation revenues from pal'king 
meters or other parking facilities theretofore owned or thereaitel' acquired. 

(2) Any municipality empowered to create a parking system under sub. (1) may 
finance and operate any part of such system in the following manner: 

(a) The cost of constructing any parking system or facility, including the cost of the 
land, may he assessed against a benefited area, such benefited area and assessments to be 
dei/:ermined in the manner prescribed by either s.66.60 01' ch. 275, laws of 1931, as 
amended, except that the number of annual instalments in which such ,assessment is 
payable shall not exceed 20. 

(b) The cost of operating ,and maintaining any parking system or facility may be 
assessed not more than once in each calendar year against all property in a benefited 
area, such area and such assessments to be determined in the manner prescribed by either 
s. 66.60 or by cll. 275, laws of 1931. Such costs may include a payment in lieu of taxes, 
operating, maintenance and replacement costs, and a sum not to exceed 6 per cent intei'est 
on ally unpaid capital cost. 

(c) The governing body may, in determining the amount of the assessment under par. 
(a) or (b) credit any portion of the revenues from the parking system or facility. 

, (d) No assessment, as authorized in par. (a) or (b), sh!jll be made against any prop
erty used wholly for residential purposes. 

66.08 Utilities, special assessments. (1) Whenever any village 01' city shall con .. 
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struct 01' acquire by gift, purcbase or othe1"Wise a clistribution system 01' a production or 
generating plant for the furnishing of light, heat or power to any municipality or its 
inhabitants or shall make any extensions thereto, such city or village may assess the whole 
or any part of the cost thereof to the property benefited thereby, whether abutting 01' not, 
in the same manner as is provided for the assessment of benefits under s. 66.60. 

(2) Such special assessments may be made payable and certificates 01' bonds issued 
under s. 66.54. In villages or cities where no official paper is published, notice may be 
given by posting said notice in 3 public places in said village 01' city. 

66.081 Record of orders and court certificates. The clerk of every town, village, 
city and county which is not provided with a hook which will serve the purposes here
inafter indicated shall obtain and keep a cancellation hook in which he shall enter the 
numbel' and date of each order drawn upon the treasurer of his town, city, village OJ' 

county, the page of the record of the proceedings of the body which authorized the is
suing of such order, the amount thereof, the name of the drawee, the purpose for which 
it was allowed and the date of its cancellation. Such book shall be furnished by the clerk 
of each county to the town, city and village clerks therein; he shall prescribe the form 
and size thereof and procure the same at the expense of the county; upon their receipt he 
shall transmit them to such clerks and charge their cost to the municipalities to which 
they are supplied. Immediately after the close of each term of court in any county the 
clerk of the court shall file with the county clerk a list of the couit certificatcs drawn on 
the county treasurer, which list shall specify the number of ea('h certificate, its date, the 
amount for which it was drawn, the name of the payee and the character of the service 
performed by him. Said list shall be recorded in a PRl't of thc cancellation book set 
apart: for that purpose, which part shall contain a blank column in which shall be en
tered the date of the cancellation of each certificate. ,Vhenever any town, village, city or 
county treasurer shall payor receive in payment of taxes, 01' for any other purpose 
equivalent to the payment thereof, any order or cOUlt certificate he shall return the same 
to the proper authorities at their first meeting thereafter, and such evidences of indebt
edness shall be canceled by destroying them, and the date of their cancellation shall be 
immediately entered by the proper clerk in the cancellation book. It shall be the duty 
of every such clerk on the receipt of such book to enter therein a list of all orders and 
court certificates which remain outstanding and unpaid. 

66.09 Judgment against municipalities. (1) When a final judgment for the pay
ment of money shall be recovered against a town, village, city, county, school district town 
sanitary district or community centre, or against any officer thereof, in any action' by or 
against him in his name of office, when the same should be paid by such lllunicipality, the 
jUdgment creditor, or his assignee or attorney, may file with the clerk thereof a certified 
transcript of snch judgment or of the docket thereof, together with his affidavit of pay
ments made, if any, and the amount due thereon and that the judgment has not been ap
pealed from or removed to another court, or if so appealed from or removed has been 
affirmed; and thereupon the amount so due, with costs and interest to the time when the 
money will be available for its payment, shall be added to the next tax levy, and shall, 
when received, be paid to satisfy such judgment. If the judgment shall be appealed from 
after filing the transcript with the clerk, and before the tax is collected, the money shall 
llot be collected on that levy. If the clerk shall fail to include the propel' amount in the 
first tax levy, he shall include it or such portion as shall be required to complete it in the 
llext levy. 

(2) In the case of school districts, town sanitary districts or community centres, tran
script and affidavit shall be filed with the clerk of the town, village or city in which the 
district 01' any part of it lies, and levy shall be made against the taxable property of the 
district or centre. 

(3) No process for the collection of such judgment shall issue until after the time 
whell the money, if collected upon the first tax levy as herein provided, would be avail
able for payment, and then only by leave of court upon motion . 

. (4) If by reason of dissolution or other cause, pending action, or after judgment, the 
transcript cannot be filed with the clerk therein designated, it shall be filed with the clerk 
or clerks whose duty it is to make up the tax roll for the property liable. 

66.091 Mob damage. (1) The county shall he liable for injury to person or prop
erty by a mob or riot therein, except that within cities the city shall be liable. 

(2) Claim therefor must be filed within 6 months thereafter. Such claim may he 
allowed in whole or in part, as other claims, and procedure to enforce shall be as for 
other, claims. 
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(3) The city or county may recove!' all such claims and costs paid by it, against any 
and all persons engaged in inflicting the injury, 

(4) No person shall recover hereunder when the injury was occasioned or in any 
manner aided, sanctioned, or permitted by him or cansed by his negligence, nor unless he 
shall have used all reasonable diligence to prevent the same, and shall have immediately 
notified the mayor or sheriff after being apprised of any threat of or attempt at such 
injury. Every mayor or sheriff receiving such notice shall take all legal means to pre
vent injury, and if he refuse or neglect to do so, the party injured may elect to hold 
such officer liable by bringing action against him within 6 months of the injury. 

(5) This section shall not apply to property damage to houses of ill fame when the 
owner has notice that they are used as such. 

66.10 Official publication. Whenever in sections 66.01 to 66.08, inclusive, pub
lication is required to be in the official paper of other than a city, and there is no official 
paper, the pUblication shall be in a paper published in the municipality and designated 
by the officers or body conducting the proceedings, and if there be no paper published 
in the municipality, then in a paper published in the county and having a general cil'cu
lation in the municipality and so designated, and by posting in at least four public places 
in the municipality, and if there be also no such paper, then by such posting. 

66.11 Eligibility for office. (1) DEPUTY SHERIFFS AND POLICE. No person shall be 
appointed deputy sheriff or police officer of any county or city unless he is a citizen of the 
Unitec1 States and shall have resided in this state continuOllsly for one year immediately 
preceding. This section shall not affect common calTiers, nor apply to a deputy sheriff not 
required to take an oath of office nor to a chief of police. 

(2) ELIGIBILITY OF OTHER OFFICERS. Except as expressly authorized by statute, no 
member of a town, village or county board, or city council shall, during the term for 
which he is elected, be eligible for any office or position which during such term has been 
created by, or the selection to which is vested in, such board or council, but such member 
shall be eligible for any elective office. The governing body may be represented on city 
or village boards and commissions where no additional remuneration is paid such repre
sentatives and may fix the tenure of such representatives notwithstanding' any other 
statutory provision. This subsection shall not apply to a member of any such boa~rd or 
council who Tesigns from said board 01' council before being appointed to an office or 
position which was not created during- his term in office. 

(3) ApPOINTMENTS ON CONSOLIDATION OF OFFICES. Whenever offices are consolidated, 
the occupants of which aTe ex officio members of the same statutory committee or board, 
the common councilor village boal'dmay desig-nate another officer or officers or make such 
additional appointments as may be necessary to procure the number of committee or board 
members provided for by statute. 

66.111 Fees for same service allowed to all. When a fee is allowed to one officer 
the same fee shall be allowed to other officers for the performance of the same services, 
when such officers are by law authOlized to perform such services. 

66.112 Fees of officers apprehending tramps. If 2 or more tramps are found con
gregated for the purpose of encouraging vagrancy or for any other unlawful purpose, 
they shall be apprehended, conveyed to jail, tried, and if g-uilty committed as a group; 
the public officers performing any of those functions are entitled to no greater fee or 
mileage therefor than if only one person were involved. Any puhlic officer who vio
lates this proyisionfor the purpose of increasing the emoluments of his office may be fined 
not more than $500 and shall be inelig-ible to hold such office for a period of 5 years from 
the date of his conviction. 

66.113 Receipts for fees. Every officer upon receiving' fees for any official duty or 
service shall, if required by the person paying- the same, deliver to him a. particular re
ceipted account of such fees, specifying for what thcy respectively accrued; and if he fails 
to do so he shall be liahle to the party paying the same for 3 times the amount paid. 

66.114 Bail under municipal ordinances. (1) When any person is arrested for the 
violation of a city 01' village ordinance the chief of police 01' police officer designated by 
him, marshal, justice of the peace or clerk of court may accept from such person a bond, 
in an amount not to exceed the maximum penalty for such violation, with sufficient sure
ties, or his own personal bond upon depositing the amount thereof in money, for his ap
pearance in the court having jurisdiction of such offense. A receipt shall be issued there
for. 

(2) (a) In case the person so arrested and released shall fail to appeal', personally or 
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by an authorized attorney or agent, before said court at the time fixed for hearing of the 
case, then the bond and money deposited, or such portion thereof as the court may deter
mine to be an adequate penalty, plus the costs, may be declared forfeited by the court 
or may be ordered applied upon the payment of any penalty which may be imposed after 
an ex parte hearing together with the costs. In either event, the surplus, if any there be, 
shall be refunded to the person who made such deposit. 

(b) The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to violations of parking ordi
nances .. Bond or bail given for appearance to answer a charge under any such ordinance 
may be forfeited in the manner determined by the governing body. 

(3) This section shall not be construed as a limitation upon the general power of cities 
and villages in all cases of alleged violations of city or village ordinances to authorize the 
acceptance of bonds or cash deposits or upon the g'eneral power to accept stipulations for 
forfeiture of bonds or deposits or pleas where arrest was had without warrant or where 
action has not been started in court. 

66.115 Penalties under county and municipal ordinances. Where a statute requires 
that the penalty under any county or municipal ordinance shall conform to the penalty 
provided by statute such ordinance may impose only a fine and may provide for impris
onment in case the fine is not paid. 

66.12 Actions for violation of city or village regulations. (1) COLLECTION OF FOR
FEITURES AND PENALTIES. (a) An action for violation of a city or village ordinance, 
resolution or bylaw is a civil proceeding. All forfeitures and penalties imposed by any 
ordinancc, resolution or bylaw of the city or village, except as provided for in ss. 345.20 
to 345.46, niay be collected in an action in the name of the city or village before the 
lllunicipal justice of the peace, or a court of record, to be commenced by warrant or sum
monsas provided in s. 954.02; but the marshal, constable or police officer may arrest the 
offender in all cases without warrant, as provided in s. 954.03. The affidavit where the 
action is commenced by warrant may be the complaint. The affidavit or complaint shall 
be sufficient if it alleges that the defendant has violated an ordinance, resolution or bylaw 
of the city or village, specifying the same by section, chapter, title or otherwise with suffi
cient plainness to identify the sallle: All of the provisions of s. 954.034 pertaining to 
bail upon arrest shall apply to such actions. In arrests without a warrant or summons 
a stateinent on the records of the court of the offensecharg'ed shall stand as the complaint 
unless the court directs that formal complaint be issued; then the defendant's plea shall 
be guilty or not guilty and shall be entered as not guilty on failure to plead, which plea 
of not guilty shall put all matters in such case at issue, any other provision of law not
withstanding. 

(b) Local ordinances other than those provided in ss. 345.20 to 345.46 may contain a 
provision for stipulation of guilt of any or all offenses under such ordinances, and may 
designate the manner in which such stipulation is to be made and fix the penalty to be 
paid. When a person charged with an offense for which stipulation of guilt is authorized 
makes a timely stipulation and pays the required penalty to the designated official, such 
person need not appeal' in court and no witness fees or other additional costs shall be 
taxed unless the local ordinance so provides. The official receiving the penalty shall remit 
all moneys collected to the treasurer of the county, city, town or village in whose behalf 
the sum was paid within 20 days after its receipt by him; and in case of any failure in 
such payment, such treasurer may collect the same of such officer by action, in his name 
of office, and upon the official bond of such officer, with interest at the rate of 12 per cent 
pel' annum from the time when it should have been paid. The governing body of the city, 
town, village or other municipal subdivision shall by ordinance designate the official to 
receive such penalties and the terms under which he shall qualify. 

( c) In case of conviction the court shall enter judgment against the defendant for the 
costs of prosecution, and for the penalty or forfeiture, if any, and that he be imprisoned 
for such time, not exceeding 90 days, unless otherwise provided by the ordinance, resolu
tion or bylaw, as the court shall deem fit unless the judgment is soonel' paid. No such 
judgment 01' the imposition of any penalty or costs shall be suspended or deferred fol' 
more than 30 days without consent of the city or village which consent lllay be given by the 
city or village officer in charge of the prosecution. Pl'isoners confined in the county jailor 
in SOllle other penal or correctional institution for violation of a city or village ordinance, 
resolution 01' bylaw shall be kept at the expense of the city 01' village. 

(2) ApPEAL. Appeals in actions to recover forfeitures and penalties imposed by any 
ordinance, resolution or bylaw of the city or village lllay be taken either by the defendant 
01' by such municipality to the circuit court in the same manner as from judgments in 
civil actions by justices of the peace, except that snch appeal shall be perfected within 5 
days after judgment is. entered. If the appeal is taken by the defendant he shall, as a 
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part thereof, execute a bond to the city 01' village with surety, to be approved by the 
justice 01' judge, conditioned that if judgment be affirmed in whole 01' in part he will pay 
the same and all costs and damages awarded against him on such appeal. In case such 
judo111ent shall be affirmed in whole 01' in part execution may issue against both defendant 
anlhis surety. The appellant shall pay the fees and suit taxes prescribed in s. 306.02 (1). 
Upon perfection of the appeal the defendant shall be discharged from custody. In all 
actions brought by a city 01' village lying in 2 01' more counties appeals may be taken 
to the circuit court of the county wherein the offense was tried. All commitments to 
county institutions shall be made to such county. 

(3) COSTS .AND FEES; FINES TO GO TO CITY OR VILLAGE TREASURY. (a) In forfeitureac
tions for violations of ordinances other than those provided in ss. 345.20 to 345.46 on de
fault of appearance 01' on a plea of guilty 01' nolo contendere, the clerk's fee shall be not 
more than $2, but if it is necessary to issue a warrant 01' summons 01' the action is tried as a 
contested matter, additional fees may be added, but the total fee shall not exceed $3;50, 
except that a municipality need not advance clerk's fees, but shall be exempt' from pay
ment of such fees until defendant pays costs pursuant to this section. In forfeiture 
actions in which a municipality prevails, costs and disbursements shall be allowed to the 
municipality, subject only to such limitations as the court directs. 

(b) All forfeitures and penalties recovered for the violation of any ordinance, resolu
tion 01' bylaw of any city 01' village shall be paid into the city or village treasury for the 
use of such city 01' village, except as otherwise provided in s. 62.13 (9) (a). The municipal 
justice 01' judge shall report and pay into the treasury, quarterly, 01' at more frequent 
intervals if so required, all moneys collected by him belonging to such city or village, 
which report shall be certified and filed in the office of the treasurer; and he shall be 
entitled to duplicate receipts for such moneys, ,one of which he shall file with the city or 
village clerk. 

History: 1961 c. 519, 614, 643. 
NOTE: The references to ss. 345.20 to 345.46 in (1) (a) and (b) and (3) (a) were in

cluded by the draftsman on the assumption that Bill 236, A, creating a new traffic for
feiture procedure, would pass. Since Bill 236, A failed, the references are meaningless. 

66.125 Orders; action; proof of demand. No action shall be brought upon any 
city, village 01' school district order until the expiration of 30 days after a demand for the 
payment of the same shall have been made. If such action is brought and .the defendant 
fails to appeal' and defend the same judg'ment shall not be entered without affirmative 
proofQ.f such demand, and if entered without such proof shall be absolutely void. 

66.13 Limitation of action attacking contracts. Whenever the propel' officers of 
any city or village, however incorporated, enter into any contract. in manner and form 
as prescribed by statute, and either party to such contract has procured or furnished mate
rials or expended money under the terms of such contract, no action or proceedings shall 
be maintained to test the validity of any such contract unless such action or proceedings 
shall be commenced within sixty days after the date of the signing of such contract. 

66.14 Official bonds, premiulU. Any city, however incorporated, may pay the cost 
of any official bond furnished by an officer thereof, pursuant to law 01' any rules or regu
lations requiring the same, if said officer shall furnish a bond with a surety company 01' 

companies authorized to do business in this state, said cost not to exceed the current rate 
of premium pel' annum on the amount of said bond or obligation by said surety executed. 
The cost of any such bond in such city shall be charged to the fund appropriated and set 
up in the budget for the department, board, commission or other body, the officer of which 
is required to fU1'llish a bond. 

66.145 Requirements for surety bonds of officers and employes in cities of the first 
class. When any office or position in the service of any city of the first class involves 
fiduciary responsibility or the handling of money, the appointing officer may require the 
appointee to fU1'llish a bond or other security to such officer and the said city for the 
faithful perfOl'mance of his duty, the amolmt to be fixed by the appointing officer, with 
the approval of the mayor, and notice of the mayor's approval shall be given to the city 
clerk 'by the mayor. Each bond shall he apPl'oved by the city attorney as to the form 
and execiltion thereof, and by the common council as to the sufficiency' 6f the sureties 
therein; provided, however, that any surety company, the bonds of which are accepted by' 
the judge of any court of record in this state, or which is approved by the comptroller of. 
the said city, shall be sufficient security on any such bond, and that the premium on such 
bond, within the limits fixed by law, shall be paid out of the city treasury. The appoint
ing officer' shall. immediately after the execution of such bond file the same with the city 
clerk, and it shall be the duty of the city clerk to require compliance with the terms of 
this section requiring' the filing of bonds with the city clerk by officers and employes, and 
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all such bonds of city officers and employes, duly witnessed and acknowledged, after 
being approved. by the common council, shall be delivered to the city comptroller, who 
shall have them recorded in the office of the register of deeds and, after such recording 
by the city comptroller in the office of the register of deeds, the said bonds shall be 
returned to the city clerk, who shall keep them on file in his office; except that after the 
recording of the bond of the city clerk by the city comptroller, said bond shall remain 
on file in the office of the city comptroller. Each bond filed by any surety company 
shall be accompanied by a duplicate of said bond, which duplicate shall be filed by the 
clerk with the city comptroller. 

66.18 Liability insurance. The state, and municipalities as defined in s. 345.05, 
ate empowered to procure liability insurance covering both the state or municipal COl'PO

ration and their officers, agents and employes. 

66.185 Hospital, accident and life insurance. Nothing in the statutes shall be con
strued to limit the authority of the state or mUllicipalities, as defined in s. 345.05, to 
provide for the payment of premiums for hospital, surgical and other health and accident 
insurance and life insurance' for employes and officers and their spouses and dependent 
children, and such authority is hereby g'l'anted. A municipality may also provide for the 
payment of premiums for hospital and surgical care for its retired employes. 

66.186 Health insurance; cities of the first class. The common council of any city 
of the first class may, by ordinance or resolution, provide for general hospital, surgical 
and group insurance for both active and retired city officers and city employes and their 
respective dependents and for payment of premiums therefor in private companies. 
Contracts for such insurance may be entered into for active officers and employes sepa
rately from such contracts for retired officers and employes. Appropriations may be made 
for the purpose of financing such insurance. Moneys accruing to such fund, by invest
ment or otherwise, shall not be diverted for any other purpose than those for which such 
fund was set up or to defray management expenses of such fund or to partially, pay 
premiums so as to reduce costs to the city or to persons covered by such insurance, or both. 

History: 1961 c. 70. 

66.19 Civil service system; veterans' preference. (1) Any city 01' village may pro
ceed under section 61.34 (1), section 62.11 (5) or section 66.01 to establish a civil service 
system of selection, tenure and status, and said system may be made applicable to all 
municipal personnel except the chief executive and members of the governing body, 
members of boards and commissions including election officials, the teaching staff of 
the board of education and the board of vocational and adult education, employes 
subject to section 62.13, members of the judiciary, and supervisors. In the case of 
veterans there shall be no restrictions as to age and except that other conditions 
being equal, a preference shall be given in favor of veterans of any of the wars of the 
United States. Preference is defined to mean that whenever an honorably discharged 
veteran competes in any examination he shall be accorded 5 points, and if such veteran 
has a disability which is directly or indirectly traceable to war service, he shall be 
accorded another 5 points, in addition to earned ratings therein, excepting that such 
preference as herein defined shall not be granted to any veteran competing in any such 
examination who shall not have attained at least a passing grade. Such system may 
also include uniform provisions in respect to attendance, leave regulations, compensa
tion and pay rolls for all personnel included thereunder. The governing body of any 
city or villag'e adopting a civil service system under the provisions hereof may exempt 
therefrom the librarians and assistants subject to section 43.165. 

(2) (a) Any town with a population of more than 5,000 inhabitants may proceed 
under section 60.29 (1) to establish a civil service system as provided under subsection (1) 
and in such departments as the town board may determine. Any person who shall have 
been employed in any such department for more than 5 years prior to the establishment 
of such civil service shall be eligible to appointment without examination. 

(b) Any town not having a civil service system and having exercised the option of 
placing assessors under civil service pursuant to section 60.19 (2) (a) may proceed uncleI' 
section 60.29 (1) to establish a civil service system for assessors as provided in subseGtion 
(1). 

(3) When any town has established a system of civil service, the ordinance establish
ing the same shall not be repealed for a period of 6 years after its ellactment, and there
after it may be repealed only by proceedings under section 10.43 by referenclum vote. 

(4) Any civil service system which shall be established under the provisions of this 
section shall provide for the appointment of a civil service board 01' commission and for 
the removal of the members of such board or commission for cause by the mayor with ap-
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proval of the council, and in cities org'anized under the provisions of ss, 64.01 to 64.15 by 
the city manager and the cOlUlcil, and by the board in villages and towns. 

66,191 Special death Rnd disability benefits for certain public employes subject to 
Wisconsin retirement act. (1) Whenever a policeman, fireman, conservation warden, 
deputy state fire marshal, state forest ranger, field employe of the conservation commis
sion who is subject to call for forest fire control or warden duty, member of the state 
traffic patrol, state university full-time policeman, guard or any other employe whose 
principal duties are supervision and discipline of inmates at a state penal institution in
cluding central state hospital, or state beverage tax investigator who is a participating 
employe under ss 66,90 to 66,918 shall, while engaged in the performance of duty, be in
jured 01' contract a disease due to his occupation, and be found upon examination to be 
so completely and presumably permanently disabled, either physically or mentally, as to 
render necessary his retirement from any of the aforesaid services, the industrial commis
sion shall order payment to him monthly, under s, 20,550 (1) 01' 102,21, of a sum equal to 
one-half his monthly salary in such service at the time that he became so disabled. 

(2) If such injury 01' disease shall cause the death of such person, and he shall die 
leaving' surviving a widow or an unmarried child under the age of 18 years, the co=is
sion shall order monthly payments as follows: 

(a) To the widow, unless she shall have married the deceased after he sustained such 
injury or contracted such disease, one-third of the monthly salary being paid to the de~ 
ceased in such service at the time of his disability or death, until she marries again. 

(b) To the guardian of each such child, $15 until he becomes 18 years of age; pro
vided that the total monthly payments ordered nnder this subsection shall not exceed 
65 per cent of the monthly salary being paid to the deceased in such service at the time 
of his disability 01' death, and there shall be a pro rata reduction in the benefits paid here
under, if necessary, in order to comply with such limitation, On or before January 15 
in each year any widow entitled to a benefit under this subsection shall file with the munici
pality which makes payments hereunder an affidavit stating that she has not married 
again, The monthly payment ordered to any widow under this subsection shall begin in 
each calendar year only after such affidavit shall have been filed with the clerk of such 
municipality, and no payment shall be made for any month in such year prior to the one 
in which such affidavit was filed. 

(c) Any person entitled to death benefit payments under this subsection may file with 
the commission a written election to waive such payments and accept in lieu thereof such 
death benefits, burial expenses, and medical and incidental compensation payments as may 
otherwise be due under ch, 102, but no person shall receive death and burial expense pay
ments under both ch. 102 and this subsection. 

(3) Any policeman, fireman or conservation warden who has fulfilled all other re
quirements for inclusion as a participating emplo:ye und.er the \:Visconsin re~ire~nent fl~nd 
shall be eligible to the benefits payable under thIS sectlOn durmg the quahfymg pel;lOd 
established pursuant to s. 66,901 (4) (d). 

(4) This section shall be administered by the industrial commission, which may adopt 
necessary rules relating to hearings, investigations and other matters in connection with 
applications for benefits under this section. 

(5) Any person entitled to disability benefit payments uncleI' this section may file with 
the commission a written election to waive such payments and accept in lieu thereof such 
payments as may otherwise be due under s. 66,907 (2) ;, but n,o person shall receive disa~ 
bility benefit payments under both s. 66,907 (2) and thIS sectIOn, 

Cross Reference, See 328.45 for provision as to presumption of employment-connected 
disease for certain municipal firemen, 

Note, Secs, 10 to 12 of ch, 283, Laws 
1955, read as follows: 

"Section 10, This act is intended to con
stitute the legislation contemplated in 
chapter 397, laws of 1953. All cases pend
ing under the temporary provisions of said 
chapter 397, laws of 1953, shall be disposed 
of pursuant to this act, The provisions of 
this act relating to ss, 66,908 (2) (aa) and 
102.455 (herein renumbered 66,191), except 
that portion of s' 66.191 (1) which provides 
death and disability benefits for the sur
viving employes of central state hospital or 
their surviving beneficiaries, shall be retro
active to July 6, 1951. The remainder of 
this act, except that portion of s, 66,191 (1) 
which provides death and disability benefits 
for the surviving employes of central state 
hospital or their surviving beneficiaries, 
shall be retroactive to July 9, 1953, 

"Section 11, The legislature hereby finds 

and declares that this remedial legislation 
is necessary pending further comprehensive 
study of the relationship between the vari
ous death, disability and medical expense 
benefits under workmen's compensation and 
the various public employe retirement sys
tems, 

"Section 12, Workmen's compensation 
awards and pension benefits granted. pur
suant to this act shall not be affected by 
the repeal of or amendment of this act or 
by any subsequent act of the legislature, it 
being intended by this act that workmen's 
compensation or pension benefits which 
were temporary in nature as a result of the 
enactment of chapter 397, laws of 1953 shall 
be adjusted to conform to the provisions 
hereof, and as so adjusted shall be perma
nent, and the recipients of benefits shall 
have a vested right therein," 
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66:195 Emergency salary adjustments. During the period commencing February 
27 1951 and ending December 31, 1963, the governing body of any county, city, village 
or' town ~nay, during the term of office of any elected official whose salary is paid in wh?le 
or in part by such county, city, village or town, increase the salary of such elected offiCIal 
in such amount as the governing body may determine. The power granted by this section 
shall take effect notwithstanding any other provision of Jaw to the contrary, except that 
the exercise of such power shall be governed by s. 65.90 (5). The power gTanted by this 
section shall not extend to elected officials who by virtue of their office are entitled to 
participate in the establishment of the compensation attending their office. 

History: 1961 c. 575. 

66.196 Compensation of governing bodies. An elected official of a,ny county, city, 
town 01' village, who by virtue of his office is entitled to participate in the establishment 
of the salary attending his office, shall not during the term of such office collect salary 
in excess of the salary provided at the time of his taking office. This provision is of 
state-wide concern and applies only to officials elected after October 22, 1961. 

History: 1961 c. 573. 

66.199 Automatic salary schedules. ,Vhenever the governing body of any city 01' 

village by ordinance adopts a salary schedule for some or all employes and officers of such 
city and village, other than those subject to ss. 40.809 and 41.15 and members of the city 
councilor village board, such may include an automatic adjustment for some or all of 
such personnel in conformity withfiuctuations upwards and downwards in the cost of 
living, notwithstanding ss. 61.32,62.09 (6) and 62.13 (7), except that s. 62.13 (7) shall 
be applicable if such automatic adjustment reduces basic salaries in effect January 1,1940. 

Ht"tory: 1961 c. 550. 

66.20 Metropolitan sewerage districts. (1) AUTHORIZED. Metropolitan sewerage 
districts may be created, governed and maintained as is in sections 66.20 to 66,209 pro
vided, in contiguous territory containing two or more of any of the following municipali
ties: Any city or village in its entirety or any township or part thereof, located in one 
pI' more counties, when so situated that common outlet sewers or disposal plants will be 
conducive to the preservation of the public health, safety, comfort, convenience or wel
fare. 

(2) DEFINITIONS. For the purposes of sections 66.20 to 66.209 the following provi-
sions and definitions are made: 

(a) "District" means metropolitan sewerage district. 
(b) "Commission" means metropolitan sewerage commission. 
(c) "Commissioner" means a commissioner of the metropolitan sewerage district. 
(d) "Interception sewer" means one which receives the dry-weather flow from a num-

ber of transverse sewers 01' outlets with 01' without a' determined amount of, storm water 
from a combined system. 

(e) "Main sewer" means one which receives one or more branch sewers as tributaries. 

66.201 Sewage district; court procedure. (1) JURlSDICTION. (a) The county court 
of any county in this state is vested with jurisdiction, power and authority, when the 
conditions stated in subsection (2) of this section are found to exist, to' establish metro
politansewerage districts. 

, (b) Where the proposed district is in more than one county, the county court of the 
county containing the largest. assessed valuation within the proposed districtshaIl have 
jurisdiction. 

(2) PETITION. Before any court shall establish a district as outlined in subsection (1) : 
(a) A petition signed by 5 pel' cent of the electors voting for governor at the lRst 

general election or by the owners of half the property, in either acreage or assessed value, 
within the limits of the territory proposed to be organized into such district, shall be filed 
with the clerk of the county eourt of the county having jurisdiction. 

(b) No petition with the requisite signatures shall be declared null and void on ac
count of alleged defects, but the court. may at any time pel111it the petition to be amended 
in form and substance to conform to the facts, by correcting any errors in such petition. 
Several similar petitions or duplicate copies of the same petition for the organization of 
the same district may be filed prior to the time of the hearing of the first petition, and 
shall be considered the same as though filed with the first. petition. Every such petition 
shall be presumed to have been signed and executed by the persons whose signatures ap
pear thereon, until proof to the contrary shall have been made. 

(c) The petition shall set forth: 
1. The proposed name of said metropolitan sewerage district; 
2. The necessity for the proposed work; 
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3. A general description of terJ.'itory to be included in the proposed work; and 
4. A general outline of the proposed improvements. 
(3) BOND. (a) At the time of filing the petition, or at any time subsequent thereto 

and prior to the time of the hearing on said petition, a bond shall be filed by the petition
ers with security approved by the court, sufficient t.o pay all the expenses connected 1vith 
the proceedings in case the court refuses to organize the district. If at any time during 
the proceedings, the court shall deem the bond first executed t.o be insufficient, it may by 
order require the execution of an additional bond within a time fixed, but not less than 10 
days from the date of such order. Upon failure of the petitioners to execute the same 
the petition may be dismissed by the court. 

(b) In lieu of such bond any municipality or group of municipalities interested in 
the formation of such district may guarantee t.he payment of such expense . 

. (4) HEARING, NOTIOE. Immediately after the filing of such petition, the court shall 
fix a time and place for a hearing on said petition, and shall cause notice by publication 
to be made of the pendency of the petition and of the time and place of such hearing. 
Such publication shall be made once a week for 3 consecutive weeks in a newspaper or 
newspapers of general circulation in the county or counties in which the proposed district 
is located. The first publication shall be not less than 3 weeks before said hearing. Said 
court shall also cause notice to be served personally upon the clerk of each municipality 
having territory in the proposed district, and upon the state health officer at least 3 weeks 
before said hearing. 

(5) OBJEOTIONS TO DISTRICT. Any owner of real property, or the governing body of 
any municipality having territory within the proposed district, wishing to object to the 
organization thereof shall, on or before the date set for the hearing, file his or their objec
tions to the formation of such district. Such objections shall be limited to questions of 
jurisdiction or a denial of the statements of the petition. The necessity for the formation 
of such district shall be heard by the court as an advanced case and without unnecessary 
delay. 

66.202 Sewerage district; judgment. (1) Upon the hearing if it shall app~~r that 
the purposes of sections 66.20 to 66.209 will be best served by the creation of a district, 
the court shall, after disposing of all objections as justice and equity require, by its 
findings, cluly entered of record, adjudicate all questions of jurisdiction, estl!bl~sh the 
boundaries and declare the district organized and give it a corporate name, by which in 
all proceedings it shall thereafter be known, and thereupon the district shall be Ii body 
corporate with the powers of a municipal c011)oration for the purposes of cal'rying out 
the provisions of sections 66.20 to .66.209. . 

(2) If the court finds that the territory set out in the petition should not be incorpo
rated into a district, it shall dismiss said proceeding'S and tax the. cost against the signers 
of the petition. If the district is established, certified bills covering the reasonable costs 
and disbursements of the petitioners may be presented to the commissioners herein pro
vided for and paid out of the funds of the district. 

(3) The state board of health shall be represented at the hearing for the creation .Qf 
such district and advise with the court. .. 

(4) Should it appear to the court at said hearing that other territory not included in 
the original petition should he included within the. district, the property holders in such 
additional territory shall be duly not.ified in such manner as the court shall determine,' and 
a second hearing shall be held at a time and place to be fixed by the c'ourt. 

(5) The decree of the court, whether for or Ilgainst the organization of thedistl'ict, 
may within 20 days after such decree, be appealed directly to the supreme CO~lrt by any 
interested person feeling himself ag'grieved, and the question presented upon said appeal 
shall be determined by such court upon the record made in the lower court. 

(6) (a) After 20 days from date of such decree, if no appeal is taken therefrom, the 
clerk of the court renclering such decree shall t.ransmit to the secretary of state, the secre
tary of the state board of health, and the register of deeds in each of the counties having 
lands within the district, copies of the findings and decree of the court incorporating said 
district. The same shall be filed or recorded in the above mentioned offices in the manner 
prescribed by law concerning corporations, upon the payment of the requisite fee. 

(b) At any tjme after the copies of the findings and decree of the court incOl1lol'ating 
the district shall have been filed and recorded, as herein provided, the owner of any land 
within the district may, by petition in writing to the commissioners, describing said lands, 
request that said described lands be detached from the district. When any such petition 
shall be £iled with the commissioners, they shall, except as prescribed· in paragraph (e) 
hereof, fix a time and place of hearing on said petition, which time shall be not less than 
30 days from the date of filing the pet.ition, and the secretary of the commission shall 
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give notice thereof by letter to the owner at his post-office address which shall be desig
nated in the petition, and by publication in the official paper of the district once a week 
for 3 successive weeks . 

. ( c) If upon su.ch hearing the connnissioners of ~he district shall find that the preser
vatIOn of the publIc health, safety, comfort., convemence or welfare does not require the 
continued inclusion of said described lands within the district, an order shall be entered 
detaching said described lands from the district. If the commissioners do not so filld, t.he 
petition shall be denied. A copy of the order detaching land from the district shall, within 
20 days after such order is made, be filed with t.he secretary of state, and a copy thereof 
with the state board of health, and a copy recorded in the office of the register of deeds 
for each county having land within the district. For the purpose of signing any such 
petit.ion, the word "owner" shall be deemed to include the guardian, or other legal repre
sentative of any minor, 01' incompetent person owning any such land, and any executor, 
administrator or other person acting in a representative capacity having legal possession 
of any such land. 

(d) Any owner of land whose petition is dtnied by the commissioners may, within 30 
days from the making of the order denying the petitioll, a ppeal therefrom to the county 
court which established the district. The court shall fix the time and place of hearing of 
such appeal, which hearing shall be a trial de novo, and t.he petitioner so appealing sball 
serve notice thereof in the manner prescribed by the court upon the commissioners of the 
district; if upon such hearing the court shall find that the preservation of the public 
health, safety, comfort, convenience and welfare does not. require the continued inclusion 
of the petitioner's lands within the district, an order shall be entered detaching said lands 
from the district. If the court does not so find, the petition to detach said lands from the 
district shall be denied. A copy of any order made by the court detaching said lands from 
the district shall be filed as prescribed for the filing of an order made by the commissioners 
of the district. detaching lands therefrom. 

(e) If the land described in the petition is a farm embracing 40 acres or more and is 
actually used for general farm purposes, the commission may, without hearing, enter an 
order 'detaching the land from the district in accordance with the petition, if it. appears 
that the preservation of the public health, safety, comfort and convenience or welfare does 
not require inclusion of said land within the dist.rict. It is the legislative intent that such 
land under such circumstances should be detached. The order detaching such land shall be 
made, entered and filed as if such order were made after hearing and with like effect. 

(7) Every such district may borrow money and issue its obligations therefor, bearing 
interest at the 'rate of not. to exceed 6 per centum per annum for a term not exceeding 5 
years. At the time any such money is bOl'1'owed, and before the obligation therefor shall 
have been issued, the commissioners shall levy a tax by a resolution similar to that re
quired in subsection (10). 

(8) Every such ,district may issue bonds for t.he construction and extension of inter
cepting and main sewers, including rights of way and appurtenances, the acquisition of a 
sewage disposal site and for the construction and improvement of sewage disposal works. 
The commissioners in any such district about to issue bands, shall adopt a resolution stat
ing t.he amount of said bond, and pUl1)ose, 01' purposes of their issue, and such other and 
further matter as the commission may deem necessary or useful. 

(9) (a) Every such resolution shall be offered andreac1 at a meeting of the commis
sioners at which all the commissioners are present, and shall be published in the official 
paper of the district not less than twice during the 30 days next following such reading; 
and in order to be effective, shall be passed at a meeting of the commissioners at which all 
are present, held after such publication and within said 30 days. When any such resoh1" 
tion shall be passed, it shall be recorded by being copied at length in a record book kept 
for that purpose. 

(b) Such resohltion shall be submitted to a vote of the electors of said district if, 
wit.hin 30 clays after the l'eeording thereof, there shall be filed in the office of the secretary 
of the commission a petition requesting said submission, signed by electors numbering at 
least 10 per cent of the votes cast for governor in the district at the last general election. 
When any such petition shall have been filed wit.h the secretary of the commission, he shall 
immediately notify the clerks of each town, city or village located, or having territory 
within such district, of the fact that such petition has been filed, calling for a special elec
tion upon the proposed bond issue; and in order that the said special election may be held 
upon the same day throughout the district, the secretary shall, in said notice, fix the date 
'of the holding of such special election. Upon receipt of such notiee the clerks of each 
town, village or city locateel within such district shall call a special election for the pur· 
pose of submitting the resolution for the proposed bond issue to the electors of the nmnici· 
pality for approval. In case a part only of a city, town or village is located within the 
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district the clerk of such city, town 01' village shall call a special election to be held upon 
the dat~ fixed by the secretary of said commission, for that portion of the ~own, ci~y or viI: 
lage which is included within the district, and sl:lCh electors. at such .sI?e~lal electlOn. shall 
have the right to vote at a polling place or pollmg places, 111 an adJOllllng town, CIty 01' 

villag'e which is wholly located within the distr~ct; the. pollin~ place. or places. shall be 
designated by the clerk in the notice of such speCIal el~cbon, wh~ch notICe of electlOn fo~' .a 
part only of the municipality shall be posted ~n 3 publIc plac~s Il1 ~hat p.art of ~he mun~cI' 
pality lying within the district. The proceedll1g's in connectlOn WIth salCl speCIal electlOn 
shall be as provided in section 67.05 (5) of the statutes. The votes shall b~ coun.ted by 
the inspectors and a. return made thereof to the county clerk of the county III whIch the 
office of the commissioners of the district is located, and the return thereof shall be can
vassed by the board of county canvassers, and the result o~ ~uch elec!ion determined and 
certified by said board of county canvassers, and the. ol'lgmal ~ertIficate thereof shall 
be .filed in the office of the county clerk, and a copy certIfied by smd county clerk shall be 
bv him fOl'warded to the secretary of the commissioners of the district, and filed in the 
office of said commission81'S, and for this purpose the provisions of sections 6.57 to 6.64 
of the statutes, shall control in so far as applicable. 

(10) The commissioners shall at the time of, or afh,r the adoption of said resolution, 
and before issuing any of t.he contemplated bonds, levy by resolution a direct annual tax 
sufficient in amounts to pay, and for the express purpose of paying the interest on such 
bonds as it falls due, and also to pay and discharge the principal thereof at maturity. 

(11) The commissioners and the district shall be and continue without power t.o repeal 
such levy, or obstruct the collection of said tax until aU such payments have been made 01' 
provided for. 

(12) After the issue of said bonds, the commissioners of the district shall, on 01' be
fore the first day of October in each year, certify in writing to the clerks of the several 
cities, villages or towns having territory in such district, the total amount of such tax to 
be raised by each such municipality, and upon receipt of such certificate tIle clerk of each 
such municipality shall place the same on the tax roll to be collected as other taxes are 
collected, and such moneys, when collected, shall be paid to the treasurer of such district. 

(13) Every bond so issued by a metropolitan sewerage district shall be a negotiable 
instrument payable to bearer, or, in case of bonds which are registerable, to bearer or the 
regist.ered owner, with interest coupons attached payable annually or semiannually; shall 
be payable not later than the termination of 20 years immediately following the date of 
the bonds; shall bear interest at a rate not to exceed 6 per centum pel' annum; shall 
specify the times and the place, or places, of payment of principal and interest; shall be 
numbered consecutively with the other bonds of the same issue which shall begin with 
number one and continue upward, or, if so directed by the governing body, shall begin 
with any other number and continue upward; shall bear on its face a name indicative of 
the purpose specified therefor in said resolution; shall contain a statement of the value of 
all of the taxable property in the district according to the last preceding assessment thereof 
for state and county taxes, the aggregate amount. of the existing bonded indebtedness of 
such district, that a direct annual irrepealable tax has been levied by the district sufficient 
to pay the interest when it. falls due, and also to pay and discharge the prineipal at ma
turity; and may contain any other statement of fact not in confiict with said initial reso
lution. The entire issue may 1)e composed of a single denomination, or two 01' more de
nominations. 

(14) The bonds shall be executed in the name of the sewerage district by the president 
and secretary, and shall be sealed with the seal of the district, if it has a seaI. The bonds 
shall be negotiated and solcl, or otherwise disposed of, for not less than par and accrued 
interest, by the commissioners, and such negotiation and sale, or other disposition may be 
effected by (~isposition from time to time of ,Portions only of the entire issue when'the pur
pose for whICh the bonds have been authol'lzed does not require an immediate realization 
upon all of them. 

(15) Any such district, when in temporary need, is authorized t.o borrow money pur
suant to the provisions and limitations applicable to cities, of section 67.12 of the statutes. 

66.203 Sewage district; commission, appointment, term, oath, duties pay treas
urer. (1) The district shall be governed by 3 commissioners appointed by th~ court 
creating the district, and shall be residents of the district. 

(2) At the time of their first appointment one member shall be appointed for a term 
of 3 years, one for a term of 2 years, and one for a term of one year. Upon the expira
tion of their several terms of office the county court shall appoint. a successor whose term 
of office shall be for 3 years and until a successor is appointed and qualified.' The county 
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coui·t may remove any member of the commission for cause after notice and hearing and 
may fill any vacancy. 

(3) Each member of the commission shall take and file the official oath. 
(4) A majority of such commission shall constitute a quorum to do business, and in 

the absence of 2 members one member may adjoul'n any meeting and make announce
ment thereof. All meetings and records of the commission shall be published. 

(5) Such commission, when all of its members have been duly sworn and qualified, 
shall be a perrrjanent body corporate and shall have charge of all the affairs of the. district. 

:(6) Such commission shall organize by electing one of its members president and an
other secretary. 

('7) The secretary shall keep a separate record of all proceedings and accurate min
rites of all hearings. 

(8) Each member of the commission shall keep an accurate statement of his necessary 
exp~ni3es and of the services rendm;ed by him together with the dates thereof. 

(9) Each member of the commission shall receive as compensation for his actua] 
nec~~sary seryices $10 per day of 8 hours and proportionately for fractions of days for 
actual time spent in rendition of services and his actual reasonable expenses. Such 
compensation and expenses shall be filed as a bill in the court having jurisdiction and 
when allowed by that court shall be paid by the treasurer of the district out of any moneys 
in his hands belonging to such district. 

(10) The treasurer of the city or village having the largest assessed valuation within 
the district shall act as treasurer of the district; shall receive such additional compen
sation therefor as the commission may determine;· and shall at the expense of the dis
trict furnish such additional bond as the commission may require. Such treasurer shall 
keep all moneys of the district in a separate fund to be disposed of only upon order of 
the commission signed by the president and secretary. 

(11) The cOnlmissioners shall prepare annually a, full and detailed report of their 
offiCial.transactions and expenses, and shall file a copy of such statement with the court, 
the state board of health and the governing bodies of all cities, villages and towns having 
tel~ritory in such district. 

66.204 Sewage district; pll),ns, construction, maintenance, operation. (1) (a) The 
commissioners shall project, plan,. construct and maintain in such district intercepting and 
other main sewers for the collection and transmission of house, industrial and other sew
age to a site. or sites for disposal selected by them, such sewers to be sufficient,. in the 
judg'ment of the commissioners, to care .for such sewage of the territory included in such 
district. The commissioners shall project, plan, construct and operate sewage. disposal 
works :at a site or sites selected by them which may be located within 01' outside of tl).e 
territory included in the district. The connnissioners shall also project, plan, construct 
and maintain intercepting and other main sewers for the collection and disposal of storm 
water which shall be separate from the sanitary sewerag'e system. 

(b) The commissioners may project and plan scientific exp61'iments, investigations and 
research on treatment processes and on the receiving waterway to insure that an economi
cal and practical process for treatment is employed and that the receiving' waterway meets 
the requirements of regulating agencies. To this end the commission may conduct such 
scientific experiments, investigations and research independently or by contract or in co
operation with any public or private agency including any political subdi,:,ision of the 
state or any person or public or private organization. 

(2) Except as provided in this section the commissioners shall have the powers and 
proceed as a, common council and board of public works in cities ill carrying out the pro
visions of subsection (1). 

66.205 Sewage district; additions. (1) If at any time the commissioners think it 
desirable to or are petitioned to include other territory in the district, a court proceeding 
similar to that for the creation of the original district shall be followed, such coul'tpro
ceeding, however, to be only upon the territory to he added and shall in no way affect the 
original district. A petition signed by the commissioners shall be deemed sufficient to 
start proceedings fo~' the annexation of territory to the district. 

"(2) The commissioners may employ and fix compensation for a chief engineer and 
assistants, clerks, employes and laborers, or do such other things as may be necessary for 
the due and proper execution of their duties. In their discretion, the commissioners may 
employ the chief engineer, agents or employes of any municipality included wholly or 
partly in ihedistrict, as its engineers, agents 01' employes. 

(3 ) The commissioners or their agents shall have access to all sewerage records of any 
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municipality in the district, and shall require all such municipalities to submit plans of 
existing systems and proposed ext.ensions. The district shall file with the clerk. or other 
authorized official of each city, village or town having territory within the district a copy 
of all plans of works to be constructed by the district within such municipality. The dis
trict shall also file with each such clerk or other official a copy of all plans of sections of 
works without the municipality to which the sewerage facilities of such municipality must 
be connected. 

(4) The commissioners or their agents may enter upon the land in any city village 
and town in said district for the purpose of making surveys or examinations in the per
formance of these duties. 

(5) The district may enter upon any state, county or municipal street, road or alley, 
or any public highway within said district for the purpose of installing, maintaining and 
operat.ing the sewerage system provided for in sections 66.20 to 66.209, and it may con
struct in any such street, road or alley or public highway, a main sewer, intercepting 
sewer or any appurtenance thereof, without a permit or a payment of a charge. When
ever such work is to be done in a state, county or municipal highway, the public authority 
having control thereof shall be duly notified, and .said highway shall be restored to as 
good condition as existed before the commencement of such work, and all costs incident 
thereto shall be borne by the district. 

(6) The district shall have power to lay 01' construct and to forever maintain, without 
compensation to the state, any part of said system of sewerage, 01' of its works, or ap
purtenances, oyer, upon 01' under any part of the bed of any river 01' of any land covered 
by any of the navigable wat.ers of the state, the title to which is held by the state, and 
over, upon or under canals or through waterways, and if the same be deemed advisable 
by the commission, the proper officers of the state are authorized and directed upon the 
application of the commission to execute, acknowledge and deliver to the commission such 
easements, or other grants, as may be propel' for the purpose of fully carrying out the 
provisions of sections 66.20 to 66.209. 

(7) Whenever necessary in order to promote the best results from the construction, 
operation and maintenance of the systems provided for in sections 66.20 to 66.209, and 
to prevent damage t.o the same from misuse, the eommission may make, promulgate and 
enforce such reasonable rules and regulations for the supervision, protection, manage
ment and use of said system as it may deem expedient, and such regulations shall pre
scribe the manner in which connections to main sewers and intercepting sewers shall be 
made, and may prohibit discharge into such sewers, of any Iiquidor solid waste deemed 
detrimental to the sewerage system herein provided for. . 

(8) The district may acquire by gift,purchase, lease 01' other like m:ethods of acquisi
tion 01' by condemnation, any land or property situated in said district, and all tenements, 
hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto belonging or in any way appertaining, or in 
any interest, franchise, easement, right or privilege therein, which J?lay be required for 
the purpose of projecting, planning, constructing and maintaining said main sewel's, or 
any part 01' parts thereof, 01' that may be needed fbI' the working's of said sewers when 
established, and so often as resort shall be had to condemnation proceeding', the procedure 
shall be that provided for by ch. 32, and' specifically the provisions of s. 32.05, except 
that the powers therein granted shall be exercised by and in the name of said' distl'ict in 
the place and stead of the county board. Furthermore, land 01' property may be acquired 
outside of said district for the purposes of ss. 66.20 to 66.209. 

(9) Before any city, village 01' town or any person, fil1ll 01' corporation connects with 
01' uses any main 01' intercepting sewer it shall obtain the pBl1llission of the commission. 
Prior t.o permitting such .connection the commission shall investigate 01' cause to be in
vest.igated the sewer system for which such connection is requested and if found in a 
satisfactory condition snch connection shall be permitted. Should such system be found 
defective in operation, construction, design 01' supervision the commission shall notify 
the governing body of the city, village 01' town, 01' the person, fil1ll 01' corporation having. 
such system, what alterations, ~ew constructions 01' ~hange i~ supervision o~' operation it 
shall require, and such connectlOn shall not be permItted until all such reqmrements have 
beentnade. , 

(10) Nothing in sections 66.20 to 66.209 shall be con~trued as restricting or .in'tei'fer-
ing with any powers of the state board of heillth as prOVIded by law. , 

(11) Lands used for agricultu~a.l purposes ~thin any such district shall not be sub
ject to assessment under the proV1slOnS of sectlOns 66.20.to 66.209, but as soon as sueh 
use ceases such lands shall be subject to assessment for benefits in the manner herein 
provided. 

Histoi'YI 1961 c. 486. 



66.206 MUNIOIP AL LAW 1250 

66.206 Sewage district; special assessments. (1) The commissioners of any such 
district are authorized to make !l special assessment against property which is served 
by an interceptingsewer, or main sewer, and may make RUch assessment at any time after 
the comniissioners shall determine by resolution recorded in the minutes of its meeting to 
construct such intercepting or main sewer, and either· before or after the work of con
structing such sewer is done. 

(2) The commissioners shall view the premises and determine the amount properly 
assessable against each parcel of land and shall make and file,in their office, 'a report and 
schedule'of the assessment so made, and file a duplicate copy of such report and schedule 
in the office of the clerk of the town, village or city wherein such land is situated. 

(3) NoticeshalllJe given by the commissioners that such report and schedule is on file 
in their office and in the office of the clerk of the tOWli, village or city wherein such land is 
situated, and ~vill so continue for a period of 10 days after the date of such notice'; that 
on the date named therein, which shall not be more than 3 days after the expiration of 
said 10 days, said commission will be in session at their office, the location of which shall 
be specified in said notice, to hear an objections that may be made to such 'report. 

(4) Such notice shall be published in the official newflpaper of the district, and posted 
in 3 public places in the town, city ol'village wherein the land ag'ainst which such as~ 
sessment shall have been made is situated. 

(5) No hTegularity in the form of such report, nor of such notice, shall affect its va-
lidity if it fairly contains the information required to be conveyed thereby. ' . 

. (6). A.tthe time ~pecified f01; healing objections to said report,the commissioners shall 
hear all parties interested who may appear for that purpose. 

(7) The cOl;nmissi9ners.may .atsuch w!)eting, or at an adj()Urnedmeeting, confirm or . 
correct. such report, and when s\lch report .shall have been so confirmed or corrected,' it . 
shall constitute and he the final report and. assessment of benefits against such lands. 

(8) When such final determination shall have been reached by the c011ll1lissioners, the 
secretary thereof shall publish notice.in the official paper of the district, once in each 
week for 2 successive weeks, that a final determinat.ion has been made as to the amounts 
assessed against .each parcel. of real estate, . .' . 

(9) .If the owner of any parcel of real estate affected by such determination lj.nd assess
ments feels himSelf ag'gl'ieved thereby, he may, 'within 20 days after the date of SllCh deter~ 
urination, appeal to the circuit conrt of, the county in which his land is situate,mld $.66.60 
0.2) shall apply to m~d govern such appeal; provided that the notice therein requii'eCl. to 
be served upon the city clerk shall be served upon the ,secretary of the commission, and' 
the bond th,erein prpvided for shall be approved by the secretary of said commission, alid 
the duties. therein devolving. upon the clerk shall' be perfornied by the seGretary, of the 
c(Hnmission. " .' . . .' . , '. , 

. (10) The comnlissioners of any suchdistrictmay pl'ovide that such specialassesslllent 
may be paid in annual ipstalml!nts not more than 10 in number, and may, for the purpose 
of anticipating collection of the special assellsments, and after said instalments hitveheen 
deterlllinecl, issue special improvemerit bonds,payable only out of such special assessment, 
aIld s.~6.54 shall apply to and govern the instahneilt payments and th~ issuance of said 
bonds, exc~pt thittJhe as~essment notice shall be sub~tantially in the following- f01'm:. . 

INSTALlIiENT ASSESSMENT. N OTlOE 

Notice is hereby given that a contract has been (or is about to be) let for (describe the 
improvement) ,lind thatthe amount of the special assessmenHhel'efor has been detel'mined 
as to each parcel of real. estate benefited thel'eby, and a statement of the same is on file 
with the secretary of the district; that it is proposed to collect the same in . . ... instal" 
ments, as provided by s, 66.54, With iliterest thel'eon at .. .' . pel' cent pel' annum; that 
ail assessments will be collected in instalments, as above pl'ovided, except such assessments 
as the owners of the property shall, within 30 days from the date of this notice, file with 
the secret~ry of the. commission a statement in writing- that they elect to pay in one instal
ment, in which case the amount of the instalment shall be, placed upon the next ensuing 
tax rolL ,. . . 

(Jl) .Said inst:;J.lment assessment notice shall be published in the official paper of the 
district, and posted in 3 public places in the town, city or village 1"herein the lands 
against which such special assessment shall iJave' been made,' are situate •. 

(12) The commissionel'Sof such district shall,011 01' before the first day of OGtober in 
each year; certify in writing to the 'clerks of the several cities, towns or. villages, the 
amount of the special' assessment against lands located in their respective city, town or 
village for the ensuing yeal', and upon receipt of such certificate the clerk of each slIch 
city, town or village shall forthwith place the Fume on the tax roll to be collected .as other 
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taxes and assessments are collected, and such moneys when collected shall be paid to the 
treasurer of such district. The provisions of law applicable t.o the collection of delinquent 
taxes upon real estate, including sale of lands for nonpayment of taxes, shall .apply to 
and govern the collection of said special assessments, and also shall apply to and govern 
the collection. of general, taxes levied by the commissioners 01 any such district. 

(13) The provisions of the statutes relating to reassessments shall be applicable to 
assessments made u~lder the provisions of this section: 

·66.207 Sewage· qistrict; taxation. (1) The commis!)ionei·s. of sll~h district are 
allthorized to levy,on, O~'. before the firllt. day of October hi each year, a tax lipon the 
assessed valuation of all the' tax,able propjli·tyill, the ,distric~ as. equalized for state pur
poses for the purpose 'of cal'l'yillg'out the provisions alldperforming duties pnder ss. 
66.20 to 66.209, provided that the amount of any such tax ill excess of that required for 
mltinte'nau'ce and operation and' for principal mId interest on bonds'shall not exceed; in 
anyone year, ~lie mill for each dollar of such assessed valuatiOli of. the taxable property 
ill the district, and shall certify in writing to the clerks"of the several cities, villages 
and. towns havhlS' territory in such district, the total amount of tax so assessed agaiilst 
the ta:table pl'operty .so vahuld in each such muniCipality lying in ,whole 01: in part within 
the dis'trict.· ,. ,. . , ... ... , 

.. , (2) Upon receipt of such report the clerk of each sllch ,'city,fo,,;n or villa'geshall 
forthwi~h place tIle same upon the tax roll to be collected as other taxes, and such. moneys 
when collected shall be paid to the treasurer of such district., . ' ..,' . 

History. 1961 c. 571. . 

; 66.208, Sewage district ; compensation for existing Sewers ; service charges tid· state, 
county or ; municipality. (1) EXISTING SEWERS TAKEN, COMPENSATION. Should any 
existing sewer or se1verage'disposal plant be taken overby the:dlstrict,:the value of the 
same shall be agreed upon by the commissioners and the governing body of themunicipalLi 
ity'owning such sewer or sewerag'edisposal plant,'anCl such value after approval by the' 
public service commission shall be credited to such municipality. Should,thecommissloners 
and governing body of said municipality be unable to agree upon a value, the value shall 
be determined by and fixed by the public service commission ofWis(jonsin a~ter a)lell.;ring 
tob~ hadirpohapplication byeither party, and llpqn'reasonable notice to the other partYI 
to be fixed alid sei.'ved'as said public service commission shall prescribe: .. ' . "., .. 

(2) SERVICE CHARGES TOS'I.'ATE, COUNTY OR iIUNIOIPAUTY. (a)AiiYSllcli disttict which 
shall have· constructed, taken over or otherwise aCC{liil'~d aplaiit £oi;· the tl'eatment or dis
posal of sewage, may charge to the state or cOlinty o'l'to anymu~icipalitythecost ofserv
ice l'enderec1 thereto by such district in treating' orothei-wise disposil1g' bf sewagEl'Iit' any 
SUCII plant which is received from any state institution 'not located'.withiit the lilllits:of"a' 
city or county institution or premises, or which is 'collected within the' :lirtiits of' such· inu~ 
nicipality; and lnay likewisech~rge to the state, county or municipality the cost Of· serVice 
rendered to any such state institution, county or municipality' in the cari'ying or transmis-' 
sion of sewage through the sewers of said district, and charge for any othet similar service 
so rendered. The. cost of such service shall, in ,the first instance, be detel'mined and ·fixed 
by the comniissioners of the district, and shall be paid monthly or annually or at the end 
of· snelL other periods of time as' the said commissioners' shall determine; and themunici .. 
pality or governing body of the institution shall be notified in writing of the amount of the 
cost,orsnch service, and of the time of payment thereof, by delivering a written state
ment of the same to the clerk of such municipality, or to said governing body .. 

, (b) If the governing body of snch state OJ;' county in~titutionor. premises, or of the, 
municipality, shall not be satisfie.d with the amount of the .cost as fixed. by the commis
sio1).er8" they may, within 30. days, apply to the public service commission, upon reason- . 
able notice to be given to the .commissioners ,of theseweragc district, to be fixed by the 
public service commission by. service on. the seCl:etary of the commissioners of the sewer
agc, district, .and said public service commissio,ll. shall, upon, hearing, determine and fix 
the. proper amount of the cost of such service .. 

. (c,)The state, county or municipality shan pay theamoullt .of the .costof such serv
ice to t,)le treasurer of the district from time to time, as shall be fixed and ,determined by 
the commissioners of the district, unless the municipality, state. or county shall haveap-' 
pealed to the public service commission, in which case payment shall be made within 
3D days after· the determination of .the proper amount. by, the, public i service commis
sion, and thereafter from time to time as shall be fixed and determined by the ,commission. 
ers of the district. 

(d) Any. mlulicipality making any such payments to any such district, shall.have au
thority to assesS the same as a special tax against lands in such . municipality which al;e 
specially, benefited by any such service, or any such municipality may pay the. same out 
of its general fund. 
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66.209 Sewage district; application of other laws. (1) Sections 59.96 (6) (h) 
and 66.076 (1), (2) and (4) shall apply to districts organized and existing under ss. 66.20 
to 66.209. 

66.27 Relief from conditions of gifts and dedications. (1) If the governing body 
of a county, city, town 01' village accepts a gift 01' dedication of land made on condition 
that the land be devoted to a special purpose, and the condition subsequently becomes im
possible or impracticable, such governing' body may by resolution 01' ordinance enarted 
by a two-thirds vote of its members elect either to grant the land back to the donor 01' 
dedicator 01' his heirs, 01' accept from the donoi' 01' dedicator Ol',his heirs, a grant relieving 
the county, city, town 01' village of the condition, pursuant to article XI, section 3a, of the 
constitution. 

(2) (a.) If such donor or dedicator 01' his heirs are unknown or cannot be found, such 
resolution 01' ordinance may provide for the commencement of an action under this section 
for the purpose of relieving the (JOunty, city, town 01' village of the condition of the gift 
01' dedication. 
, "(b) Any such action shall he brought in a court of record in the manner provided in 

ch. 262. A lis pendens shall be filed as provided in s. 281.03 upon the conllllencement of 
the action. Service upon persons whose whereabouts are unknown may be made in the 
manner prescribed in s. 262.09. 

(c) The court may render judgment in such action relieving the county, city, town or 
village of the condition of the gift or dedication. 

66.28 Sales of abandoned property. Cities, villages and counties may, at a public 
allction to be held once a year, dispose of any personal property which has been aban
doned, 01' remained unclaimed for a period of 30 days after the taking of possession of 
the saine by the city, village or county officers. All receipts from such sales, after de
d\wting the, necessary expenses of keeping such property and conducting such auction, 
shall be paid into the city, village 01' county treasury. 

Histm'Y: 1961 c. 163, 622. 

,,66.2~ Public works, cont~acts, bids. (1) DEFINITIONS. (a) The word "person" as 
used in this section shall mean and include any and every individual, copartnership, asso
ciation,Gorporation 01' jointstock company, lessee, trustee 01' receiver. 

(b) The, term ','municipality" shall mean and include the state and any town, city, 
village, school district" board of school directors, sewer district, drainage district, or any 
other ;public or quasi public corporation, officer, board 01' other public body charged with 
the duty of receiving bids for and awarding any public contracts. 

, (c) The term "public contract" shall mean and include any contract for the construc
tion, execution, repair, reulOdeling, improvement of any public work, building, fU1'llishing 
of supplies, material of any kind whatsoever, proposals for which are required to be ad
vertised for by law. 

(d) "Subcontractor" means a person whose relationship to the principal contractor 
is substantially the same as to a part of the work as the latter's relationship is to the 
proprietor. A "subcontractor" takes a distinct part of the work in such a way that he 
does not contemplate doing merely personal service. 

(2) BIDDER'S PROOF OF RESPONSIBILITY. Every municipality, bOal·d or public body 
upon all contracts subject to this section may, hefore delivel'ing any form for bid pro
posals, plans and specifications pertaining thereto to any person, excepting materialmen, 
suppliers and others not intending to submit a direct bid, require such person to submit 
a full and complete statement sworn to before an officer authorized by law to administer 
oaths, of, financial ability, equipment, experience in the' work prescribed in said public 
contract, and of such other matters as the municipality, board, public body or officer there
of may require for the protection and welfare of the public in the performance of any 
public contract; such statement shall be in writing on a standard form of a questionnaire 
as adopted for such use by the municipality; board or public body 01' officer thereof, to be 
furnished by such mu:nicipality, board, public body or officer thereof. Such statement shall 
be ,filed in the manner and place c1esignatedby the municipality, board, public body 01' such 
officer thereof. Such statements shall not be received less than 5 days prior to the time 
set for opening of bids. The contents of said statements shall be confidential and shall not 
be disclosed except upon the written order of such person fUl'llishing the same, or for 
necessary use by the public body in qualifying' such person, or in cases of action against, 
or by such person or municipality. The govel'lling body of the municipality 01"such com
mittee, boa:rd or employe as is charged1viththe duty of receiving bids and awarding con
ti'acts or to whom the governing body has delegated the power shall properly evaluate the 
sworn statements filed relative to financia.l ability, equipment and experience in the work 
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prescribed and shan find the maker of such statement either qualified 01' unqualified. This 
subsection shan not apply to cities of the first class. 

(3) PROOF OF RESPONSIBILITY, CONDITION PRECEDENT. No bid shall be received from 
any person who has not submitted the sworn statement as provided in the preceding sec
tiOTiS, provided that any prospective biclcler who has once qualified to the satisfaction of 
the municipality, board, public body or officer, and who wishes to become a biclcler upon 
subsequent public contracts under the jurisdiction of the same, to whose satisfaction the 
prospective bidder has qualified under the provision of the preceding section, need not 
separately qualify on each public contract unless required so to do by the said nmnici
pality, board, public body 01' offic81·s. 

(4) REJECTION OF BIDS. Whenever the municipality, board, public body or officer is 
not satisfied with the sufficiency of the answer contained in the questionnaire and financial 
statement, it may reject said bid, or disregard the same. 

(5) CORRECTIONS OF ERRORS IN BIDS. 'Whenever any person shall submit a bid or pro
posal for the perfoTInance of public work under any public contract to be let by the mil
nicipaIity, board, public body or officer thereof, who shall claim mistake, omission or 
error in preparing his bid, the said person shall, before the bids are opened, make known 
the fact that he has made an error, omission or mistake, and in such case his bid shall be 
returned to him unopened and the said person shall not be entitled to bid upon the con
tract at hand unless the same is readvertised and relet upon such advertisement. In case 
any sllch person shall make an error or omission or mistake and shall discover the same 
after the bids are opened, he shall immediately and without delay g'ive written notice and 
make known the fact of such mistake, omission or error which has been cOlllmitted and 
submit to the municipality, board, public body or officers thereof, clear and satisfactory 
evidence of such mistake, omission or error and that the same was not caused by any care
less act or omission on his part in the exercise of ordinary care in examining the plans, 
specifications, and conforming with the provisions of this section, and in case of for
feiture, shall not be entitled to recover the moneys or certified check forfeited as liqui
dated damages unless he shall prove before a court of competent jurisdiction in an action 
brought for the recovery of the amount forfeited, that in making the mistake, e1'1'Or or 
omission he was free from carelessness, negligence or inexcusable neglect. 

(6) SEPARATION OF CONTRACTS. On those public contracts calling for the construction, 
repair, remodeling or improvement of any public building or structure, other than high
Way structures and facilities, the municipality shall separately let (a) plumbing, (b) 
heating and ventilating, and (c) electrical contracts where such labor and materials are 
raIled for. The municipality may set out in any public contract reasonable and lawful 
conditions as to the hours of labor, wages, residence, character and classification of 
workmen tq he employed by any contractor, and to classify such contractors as to their 
financial responsibility, competency and ability to perform work and to set up a classified 
list of contractors pmsuant thereto; and such municipa.lity may also reject the bid of any 
person, if such person has llot been classified pursuant to the said questionnaire for the 
kind or amount of work in said bid. 

(7) BIDDER'S CERTIFICATE. On all contracts the bidder shall incorporate and make a, 
part of his proposal for the doing of any work or labor or the< furnishing of any material 
in or a.bout any public work or contract of the municipality a sworn statement by himself, 
or if not an individual by one authorized, that he has examined and carefully prepared 
said proposal from the plans and specifications and has checked the same in detail before 
submitting said proposal or bid to the mlmicipa.Iity, board, department or officer charged 
1"ith the letting of bids and also at the same time as a. part of said proposal, submit a 
list of the subcontractors he proposes to contract with, and the< class of work to be per
f01'llled by each, provided that to qualify for such list.ing such snbcontractor mnst. first 
submit his bid in writing', to the general contractor at least 48 hours prior to the time of 
the bid closing, which list shall not be added to nor altered without the written consent 
of the municipality. A proposal of a, bidder shall not be< invalid if any subcontractor aud 
the dass of work to be performed by such subcontractor has been omitted from a, pro
posal; such omission shall be considered as inadvertent, or tllat. the bidder will perform 
the work himself. 

(8) SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES; DEFAULTS. Whenever there is a dispute between the 
contractor or surety or the municipality as to the determination whether there is a compli
ance with the provisions of the contract as to the hours of labor, wages, residence, char
licter, and classification of workmen employed by any contractor, the determination of the 
municipality shall be final, and in case of violation of said provisions, the municipality 
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may declare the contract in default and request the surety to perform or relet upon adver
tisement the remaining portion of the contract. 

(6) does not apply to the letting of a con- advertise for proposals for construction, 
tract for a building by a school district be- Consolidated School Dist, v, Frey, 11 IV (2d) 
cause such a district is not required to 434, 105 NW (2d),841. 

66,293 Contractor's failure to comply with municipal wage scale. (1) It shall be 
the duty of every city, village, township, county, school board, school district, sewer dis
trict! drainage district, commission, public or quasi-public corporation or any other gov
ernmental unit, which proposes the making of a contract for any project of public works, 
to detel'mine the rate of wage scale which shall be paid by the contractor to the employes 
upon such project. RefCl'ence to such rate of wage scale shall be published in the notice 
issued for the purpose of securing. bids for such project, ,Vhenever any contract for a 
project of public works is entered into, the rate of wage scale shall be incorporated in 
and made a part of such contract. All employes working upon the project shall be paid 
by the contractor in accordance with the rate of wage scale incorporated in the contract. 
Such rate of wage scale shall not be altered during the time that such contract is in fOl'ce, 

(2) 'Whenever any city, village, township, county, school board, school district, sewer. 
district, drainage district, commission, public or quasi-public corporation.or any govern
mental unit, shall by Ol'dinance, resolution, rule or by-law, establish a rate of wage scale 
to be paid to employes upon any project of. public works by a contractor, be he individ
ual, copartnership, or corporation, and it shall be found upon due propf .that such con
tractor is not paying or has failed to pay the wage scale thus established, or is directly or 
indirectly, by a system of rebates 01' otherwise, violating the provisions of such ordinance, 
rule, resolution or by-law of such city, village, township, county, school board, school dis
trict, sewer district, drainage district, commission, public or quasi-public corporation or 
any governmental unit, such contractor shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall 
be punished therefor by imprisonment in the county jail for a period of not more than 
one yearl)-or less than .30 days or by a fine of not to .exceed $500 for each offense or both. 

(3) The failure to pay the required wage to an employe for anyone week or part 
thereof shall be deemed a separate offense. 

66.295 Authority to pay for public work done in good faith. (1) Whenever any 
city, village or county has received and enjoyed or is enjoying any benefits or.improve
ments furnished prior to Decembcr 1, 1960, under any contract which was no legal obliga
tion on such city, village or county and which contract was entered into in good faith 
and has been fully performed and the work has been accepted by the proper officials; so 
as to impose a moral obligation upon such city, village or county to pay therefor, such 
city, village or county, by resolution of its governing body and in consideration of· such' 
moral obligation; may pay to the person furnishing such benefits or improvements the 
fail' and reasonable value of such benefits and improvements, 

(2) The fair and reasonable value of such benefits and improvements and the funds 
out of Which payment therefor shall be made shan be determined by the govel'lling body 
of such city or county, Such payments may be made out of any available funds, and said 
governing body has authority, if necessary, to levy and collect taxes in sufficient· amount 
to llleet such payments. . 

(3) ,Vhere payment for any benefits or improvements mentioned in subsections (1) 
and (2) of this section shall be authorized by the common council of any city and where 
special assessments shall have been levied for any portion of such benefits or improvements. 
prior to the authorization of such payment, the city authorities shall proceed to make a 
new assessment of benefits and damages in the manner provided fo~' the original assess
ment, except that steps required in the laws relating to the original assessment to be taken 
prior to the ordering or doing of such benefits or improvements may be taken after the 
authorization of such payment with the samc effect as if taken prior to the ordering or 
doing of such benefits or improvements, The owner of any property affected by such 
reassessment .may appeal therefrom in the same manner as from an original assessment. 
On such reassessment full credit shall be given for all moneys collected under an original 
assessment for such benefits a~ld improvements. 

History: 1961 c, 82, 

66.296 Discontinuance of streets and alleys. (1) The whole or any part of any 
road, street, slip, pier, lane or alley, in any city of the second, third or fourth class or in 
any incorporated village, may be discontinued by the common councilor village board 
upon the written petition of the owners of all the frontage of the lots and lands abutting 
upon the portion thereof soug'ht to be discontinued, and of the owners of more than one
third of the frontage of the lots and lands abutting on tllat portion of the remainder thereof 
which ~ies within 2,650 feet of the ends of the portion to be discontinued, 01' lies within so 
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much of that 2,650 feet as shall be within the corporate limits of the city 01' village. The 
beg'inning and ending of an alley shall be deemed to be within the block in which it is 
located. 

(2) (a) As an alternative, proceedings covered hy this section may he initiated hy the 
common councilor village hoard hy the introduction of a resolution declaring that since the 
public interest requires it, the whole or any part of any road, street, slip, pier, lane or alley 
in the city or village is thereby vacated and discontinued. 

(b) A hearing on the passage of such resolution shall he set by the common council or 
village board on a date which shall not be less than 40 days thereafter. Notice of the hear
ing shall be given as provided in subsection (5), except that in addition notice of such 
hearing shall be served on the owners of all of the frontage of the lots and lands abutting 
upon the portion therecif soug'ht to be discontinued in a manner provided for the service 
of summons in circuit court at least 30 days befol'e such hearing. ,Vhen such service cannot 
be made within the city or village, a copy of the notice shall be mailed to the owner's last 
known address at least 30 days before the hearing. 

(c) No discontinuance shall be ordered if a written objection to the proposed dis
continuance is filed with the city 01' village clerk by any of the owners abutting on the 
portion sought to be discontinued 01' by the owners of more than one-third of the frontage 
of the lots and lands abutting on that portion of the remainder thereof which lies within 
2,650 feet from the ends of the portion proposed to be discontinued; or which lies within so 
much of said 2,650 feet as shall be within the corporate limits of the city or village. The 
beginning and ending of an alley shall be deemed to be within the block in which it is 
located. 

(3) Whenever any of the lots or lands aforesaid is owned by the state, county, city or 
village, or by a minor or incompetent person, or the title thereof is held in trust, as to all 
lots and lands so owned 01' held, petitions for discontinuance or objections to discontin
uance may be signed by the governor, chairman of the board of supervisors of the county, 
mayor of the city, president of the village, guardian of the minor or incompetent person, 
or the trustee, respectively, and the signature of any private corporation may be made by 
its president, secretary 01' other principal officer or managing agent. ' 

(4) The city councilor village board may by resolution discontinue any alley or any 
portion thCl'eof which has been abandoned, at any time after the expiration of 5 years from 
the date of the recording of the plat by which it was dedicated. Failure or neglect to work 
oruse any alley or, any portion thereof for a period of 5 years next preceding the date of 
notice provided for in (5) shall be deemed an abandonment for purpose of this section. 

(5) ,V l-itten notice stating when and where the petition or resolution will be acted 
upon and stating what road, street, slip, pier, lane or alley, 01' part thereof, is proposed 
to be discontinued, shall be g'iven as follows: By the puhlication of the notice in the official 
01' some other newspaper printed in the city or village once a.week for 3 successive weeks 
before the day of hearing, or when such publication is not possible, by posting' copies 
thereof in 3 public places, in the city or village not less than 3 weeks before the day of 
hearing, 

(6) In proceedings under this section, section ,281.04 shall be considered as a part of 
the proceedings. 

66.299 Intergovernmental purchases without bids. Notwithstanding any statute 
requiring bids for public purchases, any city, village, town, county or other local unit 
of government may make purchases from another unit of government, including the state 
01' federal government, without the intervention of bids. 

66.30 Local co-operation. (1) "Municipality" as used herein includes a city or vil
age, a town, county, school district or regional planning- commission. 

(2) Any municipality may contract with another municipality or municipalities or 
the state or any department or agency thereof for the receipt or furnishing' of services 
or the joint, exercise of any power or duty required or authorized by statute. 

(3) Any such contract may provide a plan for adlninistration of the function or proj
ect, which ma.y include, without limitation because of enumeration, provisions as to pro
ration of the expenses involved, deposit and disbursement of funds appropriated, sub
mission and approval of budg'ets, creation of a commission, selection and removal of com
missioners, formation and letting of contracts. 

(4) Any such contract may bind the contracting parties for the length of time speci
fied therein. 

66.31 Arrests. Any peace officer of a city, village or town may, when in fresh pur
suit, follow into an adjoining city, village or town and arrest any person or persons for 
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violation of state law 01' of the ordinances of the city, village 01' town employing such 
officer. 

66.315 Peace officers; compensation when acting outside own municipality. (1) 
Any chief of police, county traffic officer or other peace officer of any city, village 01' 

town, who shall be required by command of the governor, sheriff or other superior author
ity to maintain the peace or who fihallrcspond to the request ofJhe authorities of another 
municipality, to perform police or peace duties outside territorial limits of the city, village 
or town where employed as such officer, shall be entitled to the same wage, salary, pension, 
workmen's compensation, and all other service rights for such service as for service ren
dered within the limits of the city, village or town where regularly employed. 

(2) All wage and disability payments, pension and workmen's compensation claims, 
damage to equipment and clothing, and medical expense, shall be paid by the city, village 
01' town reg'ularly employing such peace officer. Upon making' such payment such dty, 
village 01' town shall be reimbursed by the state, county or other political subdivision 
whose officer or agent commanded the services out of which the payments arose. 

66.32 Extraterritorial powers. The extraterritorial powers granted to cities and 
villages by statute, including ss. 62.23 (2), 66.052, 146.10 and 236.10, shall not be exer
cised within the corporate limits of another city 01' village. ,Vherever such statutory ex
traterritorial powers shall overlap, the jurisdiction over said oV8l'lapping area shall be 
divided on a line all points of which are equidistant from the boundaries of each munici
pality concerned so that not more than one municipality shall exercise such power over 
any area. 

66.325 Emergency powers, cities of the first class. (1) N otwithstallding any other 
provision of law to the contrary, the common council of any city of the first class is 
empowered to declare, by ordinance 01' resolution, an cmergency existing within such city 
whenever conditions arise by reason of war, conflagration, flood, heavy snow storm, 
hlizzard, catastrophe, disaster, riot or civil commotion, acts of God, and including com1i
tions, without limitation or restriction because of enumeration, which impair transporta
tion, food or fuel supplies, medical care, fire, health or police protection or other vital 
facilities of such city. The period of such emergency shall be limited by such ordinance 
or resolution to the time dming which such emerg'ency conditions exist or are likely to 
exist. 

(2) The emergency power of the common council herewith conferred shall include such 
general authority to order, by ordinance or resolution, whatever is necessary and expedient 
for the health, safety, welfare and good order of such city in such emerg'ency and shall 
include such authority as is necessary and expec1ient without limitation or restriction be
cause of enumeration and shall include the power to bar, restrict or remove aU unnecessary 
tramc, both vehicular and pedestrian, from the local highways, notwithstanding any pro
vision of chs. 341 to 349 or any other provisions of law. The common council may provide 
penalties for violation of any emergency ordinance 01' resolution, not to exceed the maxi
mum penalty of $100 fule or, in lieu of paYl1lllet thereof, 6 months' imprisolll1lent for each 
sepa:rate offense. 

(3) In the event because of such emergency conditions the common council shaUbe 
unable to meet with promptness, the mayor or acting' mayor of any city of the first class 
shall exercise by proclamation all of the powers herewith conferred upon the COlllmon 
council which within the discretion of the mayor are necessary and expedient for the pur
poses herein set forth; but such proclamation of the mayor shall be subject to ratifica
tion, alteration, modification or repeal by the common council as soon as the common 
council shall be able to meet, but such ratification, alteration, modification or repeal by 
the common council shall not affect the prior validity or force or effect of such proclama
tion by the mayor. 

(4) All provisions contravening the provisions of this section are hereby repealed. 

66.33 Aids to municipalities for prevention and abatement of water pollution. 
(1) As used in this section the term "municipality" means any city, tOWll, village, town 
sanitary dishict or metropolitan sewerage district. 

(2) Any municipality is authorized to apply for and accept grants 01' any other aid 
which the United States Government or any agency thereof has authorized or may here
after authorize to be given 01' made to the several states of the United States or to any 
political subdivisions or agencies thereof within the states for the construction of public 
improvements, including all necessary action preliminary thereto, the purpose of which 
is to aid in the prevention or abatement of water pollution. 

(3) Any municipality is further authorized to accept contributions and other aid 
from commercial, industrial and other establishments for the purpose of aiding in the 
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prevention or abatement of water poIIution and in furtherance of such purpose to ente]' 
into contracts and agreements with such commercial, industrial and other establishments 
covering the following: 

(a) The collection, treatment and disposal of sewage and industrial wastes from 
commercial, industrial and other establishments; 

(b) The use and operation by such mlmicipality of se\V'age collection, treatment or 
disposal facilities owned by any such commercial, industrial and other establishment; 

(c ) The co-ordination of the sewage collection, treatment or disposal facilities of 
the municipality with the sewage collection, treatment or disposal facilities of any com
mercial, industrial and other establishment. 

(4) When determined by its governing body to be in the public interest any munici
pality is authorized to enter into and perform contracts, whether long-term or short-term, 
with any industrial establishment or establishments providing for sewage or otller facili
ties, including the operation thereof, to abate or reduce the pollution of waters caused in 
whole or in part by discharges of industrial wastes by the industrial establishment or 
establishments on such terms as may be reasonable and proper. 

(5) The provisions of this section and section 60.307 (9) shall not be construed by 
way of limitation or restriction of the powers otherwise granted municipalities but shall 
be deemed as an addition to and a complete alternative to such powers. 

66.34 Soil conservation. Any county, city, village or town by its governing body 
or thl'oug'h a committee designated by it for the purpose, may contract to do soil con
servation work on privately owned lands, but no such contract shall involve more than 
$200 for anyone person. 

66.35 License for closing-out sales. (1) No person shall conduct in any city, vil
lage or town a "closing-out sale" of merchandise except as hereinafter provided or as 
provided by ordinance of such city, village or town. Every person shall obtain a city, 
village or town license before retailing or advertising for retail any merchandise repre
sented to be merchandise of a bankrupt, insolvent, assignee, liquidator, adjustor, adminis
trator, trustee, executor, receiver, wholesaler, jobber, manufacturer, or of any business 
that is in liquidation, that is closing out, closing' or disposing of its stock or a particular 
part or department thereof, that has lost its lease or has been or is being forced out of 
business, that is disposing of stock on hand because of damage by fire, water, smoke or 
other cause, or that for any reason is forced to dispose of stock on hand. Such license is 
denominated a "closing-out sale license" and such sale a "dosing-out sale." Such license 
must be obtained in advance if such advertisement or representation, expressed or implied, 
tends to lead people to believe that such sale is a selling' out or closing-out sale. 

(2) Every person requiring a "closing-out sale license" shall make an application in 
writing to the city, village or town clerk in the form provided by said clerk and attach 
thereto an inventory containing a complete and accurate list of the stock of merchandise 
on hand to be sold at such sale and shall have attached thereto an affidavit by the appli
cant or his duly authorized agent, that the inventory is true and correct to the knowledge 
of the person making such affidavit. Said affidavit shall include the nallles and addresses 
of the principals, such as the partners, officers and directors and the principal stock
holders and owners of the business, and of the inventoried merchandise. Said inventory 
shall contain the cost price of the respective articles enumerated therein, together with 
the date of purchases and the identity of the seller. If the merchandise was purchased 
for a lump sum or other circulllstances make the listing of the cost price for each article 
impracticable, said inventory shall state the lump sum paid for said merchandise and the 
circulllstances of the purchase. Said application shall further specify the name and 
address of the applicant, and, if an agent, the person for whom he is acting as an agent, the 
place at which said sale is to be conducted and the time during which the proposed sale is 
to continue. The license shall specify the period for which it is granted, which time shall 
not exceed 60 successive· days, Sundays andlega.l holidays excepted, from the date of the 
license. 

(3) The time during which a sale may be conducted may be extended by the city, vil
lage or town clerk if, at any time during the term of the license, a written application for 
such extension, duly verified by affidavit of the applicant is filed by said licensee with the 
city, village or town clerk. Said application shall state the amount of merchandise, listed 
in the original inventory, which has been sold and the amount which still remains for sale 
and shall state the time for which an extension is requested. No extension shall be g'l'anted 
if any merchandise has been added to the stock, listed in the inventory, since the date of 
the license, and the applicant shall satisfy the city, village or town clerk by affidavit or 
otherwise, as directed by him, that no merchandise llas been added to the said stock since 



66.36 MUNIOIP AL LAW 1258 

the date of issuance of the license. The city, village or town clerk may grant or deny the 
application and if granted the period of the extension shall be determined by said city, 
village or town clerk, but shall not exceed 30 days from the expiration of the original 
license. Ifsaic1 extension is granted, the same shall be issued by the city, village or town 
clerk upon the payment of an additional license fee of $25 per day for the time during 
which it is g'l'anted. 

(4) It shall be unlawful to sell, offer or expose for sale, at any sale for which a license 
is required by this section, any merchandise not listed in the inventory, required by sub
section (2), except that any merchant may,in the regular course of business, conduct a 
closing-out sale of merchandise and at the same time sell other merchandise, if the mer
chandise for the sale of which a license is required shall be distinguished by a blg or other
wise so that said merchandise of said class is readily ascertainable to prospective pur
chasers, and shall not label or tag other merchandise in a manner to indicate to, or lead,a 
prospective purchaser to believe that said merchandise is of the class or classes for which 
a license is required. Each article sold in violation of the provisions hereof, shall consti
tute a separate offense, and any false or misleading statement in said inventory, applica
tion or extension application shall constitute a violation of this section. 

(5) The city, village or town clerk shall verify the details of such inventory as filed 
in connection with an application for such license and shall also verify the items of mer
chandise sold during' any sale under said license, and it is unlawful for any licensee to 
refuse to furnish on demand to the city, village or town clerk, 01' any person designated 
by him for that purpose, all the facts connected with the stock on hand or any other 
information that he may reasonably require in order to make a thorough investigation of 
all phases of said sale, so far as they relate to the rights of the public. 

(6) The fee for such licenses shall he, and the same is hereby fixed, as follows: 
For a period not exceeding fifteen days, twenty-five dollars; 
For a period not exceeding thirty days, fifty dollars; 
For a period not exceeding sixty days, seventy-five dollars; 
And a further fee of one dollar per thousand dollars of the price set forth on the inven

tory. 
(7) This section shall not apply to sales by public officers or sales under judicial 

process. 
(8) The city, village or town clerk shall on June 1 and December 1 of each year pay 

into the state treasury 25 per cent of all license fees collected under this section. This 
subsection shall not apply to license fees collected under any closing-out sale ordinance 
of such city. 

(9) Any person violating this section shall, for each violation, forfeit not less than 
$25 nor more than $200. 

History: 1961 c. 164. 

66.36 Aids to municipalities for the acquisition of recreational lands. (1) Any 
city of the first and second class as defined by s. 62.05 (1) may apply for and accept 
state aids for the acquisition of recreational lands and rights in lands for the development 
of its metropolitan area park system under ss. 20.705 (42) and 109.05 (3). 

(2) In those counties having a population of 90,000 or more but less than 500,000 as 
determined by the last federal census, the county park commissions established under s. 
27.02 are eligible for aid under this section if such COlUlty park commissions have mutu
ally agreed with all cities of the first and second class located within such counties that 
the primary responsibility for providing urban citizens with recreation facilities is that 
of the county park commissions. In such counties, where cities of the first and second 
class are located, and where mutual agreements between city park commissions and county 
park commissions do not exist, the county park commissions shall not be eligible for aids 
under this section. In those counties having a population of 90,000 or more as determined 
by. the last federal census where there are no cities of the first and second class, the 
county park commission shall be eligible for aid under this section. In counties having 
a population of 500,000 or more, the only unit of government eligible for aids lUlder 
this section shall be the county park commission. 

(3) State aid under this section shall be limited to no more than 50 per cent of the 
cost of acquiring, through fee title or through easements, recreation lands which .are essen
tially open in. nature and which are located in areas which are not intensively developed 
for homes or commercial establishments and which are open, or predominantly open, 
lands, including ag'l'icultural land, wetlands, flood plains, forest and wood lots in and 
around urban areas which because of scenic, historic or aesthetic factors have outdoor 
recreation values such as sight-seeing, picnicking, hiking, natme study, swimming, boat-



'1259 MUNICIPAL LAW 66.39 

ing hunting, fishing and camping. Costs associated with development and maintenance 
of parks established under this section shall not be eligible for state aid. Costs of acquir
ing lands 01' land rights shall not be included in the "cost of land" eligible for state aid 
imdei' this section. Title to lands or rights in lands acquired under this section shall vest 
in the local unit of govel'l1ment, provided that such land shall not be converted to uses 
inGonsistent with this section without prior approval of the state and that proceeds from 
the sale or other disposal of such lands shall be used to promote the objectives of this 
section. 

'History: 1961 c. 427. 

66.39 Veterans' housing authorities. (1) VETERANS' HOUSING RESEAROH AND 
STUDIES. In addition to all the other powers, any housing authority created under sec
tions 66.40 to 66.409 may, within its area of operation, either by itself or in co-operation 
with the Wisconsin department of veterans' affairs, undertake and carry out studies and 
analyses of veterans' housing needs and of the meeting of such needs and make the results 
of such studies available to the public and the building, housing and supply industries. 

(2) CREATION OF OOUNTY VETERANS' HOUSING AUTHORITIES. (a) In each county of 
the state there is hereby created a public body corporate and politic to be known as the 
"Veterans' Housing Authority of .... County", (Name of County) hereafter called "coun
ty authority"; provided, however, that such housing' authority shall not transact any busi
ness or exercise its powers hereunder until 01' unless the board of supervisors, hereafter 
called the "governing body", of such county, 1)y propel' resolution, shall determine at any 
time hereafter that there is need for a veterans' housing authority to function in such 
county. The goveming body shall give consideration as to the need for a veterans' housing 
authority (1) on its own motion or (2) upon the filing of a petition signedby 25 resident 
veterans of the county asserting that there is need for a veterans' housing authority to 
function in such county and requesting that its governing body so declare. 

(b) The governing body may adopt a resolution declaring that there is need for a 
veterans' housing authority in the county whmever it shall find that (1) there is a short
age of safe or sanitary dwelling accommodations for veterans in such county, (2) that 
such shortage will not be alleviated within a reasonable length of time without the func
tioning of a veterans' housing authority. 

(3) AREA OF OPERATION. The area of operation of the county authority shall include 
all of the county for which it is created. 

(4) PROOF OF POWERS TO AOT. In any suit, action 01' proceedings involving the validity 
01' enforcement of 01' relating to any contract of a county authority, such authority shan 
be conclusively deemed to have become established and authorized to transact business and 
exercise its powers hereunder upon proof of the adoption of the resolution required by 
subsection (2) declaring the need for such authority. Each such resolution shall be deemed 
sufficient if it declares that there is such need for such authority. A copy of such resolu
tion duly certified by the county clel'k shall be admissible in evidence in any such action 
01' proceeding. 

(5) ApPOINTMENT} QUALIFIOATIONS AND TENURE OF OOM~fISSIONERS. (a) When the 
governing body of a county adopts a resolution creating a county veterans' housing 
authority, said body shall appoint 5 person as commissioners of the authority created for 
,said county. The commissioners who are first !tppointed shall be designated to serve for 
terms of 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 years, respectively, from the date of their appointment, bnt 
thereafter commissioners shall be !tppointed as aforesaid fOl' a term of office of 5 years, 
except that !tIl vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired te1'm, such !tppointments to be 
made by the official body making the original appointment. A commissioner may be re
moved by the body which appointed him by a two-thirds vote of all of the members elected 
to that body. Commissioners sh!tll be reimbnrsed for their re!tsonable expenses incurred 
in the discharge of their duties. No such commissioner or employe of the authority shall 
acquire any interest direct 01' indirect in any housing project or in any property included 
or planned to be included in any project, nor shall he have any interest direct 01' indirect 
in any contract or proposed contract for insnrance, materials or services to be furnished 
or used in connection with any veterans' housing project. If any commissioner or employe 
of the ~uthority owns or controls an interest direct or iridh'ect in any property included 
~r planned to be included in any veterans' housing project he shall immediately disclose 
the same in writing to the authority and such disclosure shall be entered upon the minutes 
of the authority. Failure to so disclose such interest shall constitute misconduct in office. 

(b) The powers of the county authority shall be vested in the commissioners thereof in 
office from time to time. A majority of the commissioners of such an authority shall con
stitute a quorum of such authority for the purpose of conducting its business and exercis
ing its powers and for aU other purposes. Action may be taken by a county authority upon 
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a· vote of a majority of the commISSIOners. Meetings of the commissioners of a county 
authority may be heJd anywhere within the county. 

(c) At the first meeting of the commissioners after their appointment, they shall 
select one of their membcrs as chairman and one as secretary. The county treasurer shall 
be the treasurer of the board and his official bond as county treasurer shall extend to 
covel' funds of the authority that may be placed in his charge. He shall disburse money 
of the authority only upon direction of the commissioners. The county treasurer shall 
receive no compensation for his services, but he shall be entitled to necessary expenses, 
including traveling' expenses incurred in the discharge of his duties as treasurer of the 
hoa ed. When the office of chairman or secretary of the commissioners becomes vacant for 
finy reason, the commissioners shall select a new chairman or secretary as the case may be. 
The commissioners may employ technical experts, and such other officers, agents and em
ployes, permanent or temporary, as it may require, and may call upon the district attor
lley of the county for such legal services as it may require. 

(6) ADVANCES BY MUNICIPALITIES TO COUNTY VETERANS' HOUSING AUTHORITIES. The 
county, or any village, town or city within the county, shall have the power, from time to 
time, to lend or donate money to the county authority. Any such advance made as a loan 
may be made upon the condition that the housing authority shall repay the loall out of 
any money which becomes available to it for the construction of projects. 

(7) POWERS OF COUNTY VETERANS' HOUSING AUTHORITIES. Each county veterans' 
housing' authority and the commissioners thereof shall, within its area of operation, have 
the following functions, rights, powers, duties, priyileges, immunities and liniitations: 

(a) To provide for the construction, reconstruction, improvement, alteration or repair 
of any veterans' housing project or any part thereof. 

(b) To purchase, lease, obtain options upon and acquire by gift, grant, bequest, devise 
or otherwise, any real or personal property or interest therein. 

(c) To alTange or contract for the furnishing of serVices, privileges, works, or facili
ties for, or in connection with, a veterans' housing project, or the occupants thereof. 

(d) To lease or rent any dwellings, houses, accommodations, lands, buildings, struc
tures or facilities embraced in any veterans' housing project and, subject to the limita
tions contained in sections 66.39 to 66.404, to establish and revise the rents or charges 
therefor. 

(da) To contract for sale and to sell any part or all of the interest in real estate 
acquired and to execute such contracts of sale and conveyances as the authority may deem 
desirable. 

(e) To acquire by eminent domain any real property, including improvements and 
fixtures thereon. 

(f) To own, hold, clear and improve property, cause property to be surveyed and 
platted in its name; to insure or provide for the insurance of the property or operations 
of the authority against such risks as the authority may deem advisable. 

(g) IIi connection with any loan, to agree to limitations upon its right to dispose of 
any housing project or part thereof. 

(h) To invest any funds held in reserve or sinking funds, 01' any funds not required 
for immediate disbursement, in property 01' securities in which savings lJanks may legally 
invest fun(ls subject to their control. . 

(i) To sue and be sued, to have a seal and to alter the same at its pleasure, to have 
perpetual succession, to make and execute contracts and other instruments necessary or 
convenient to the exercise of the powers of the authority. 

(j) To make and from time to time amend and repeal by-laws, rules and regulations 
not inconsistent with sections 66.39 to 66.404, to carry into effect the powers and pur
poses of the authority. 

(1) To exercise all 01' any part 01' combination of powers herein granted. No pro
visions of law with respect to the acquisition or disposition of property by other public 
padres shall be applicable to an authority unless the legislature shall specifically so state. 
'~(m)' The bonds, notes, ~lebentures or other evidences of indebtedness executed by an 

iiuthority shall not be a de15t or charge against any county, state or other governmental 
authority, other than against ,said housing authority itself and its a:ailabl~ property, 
income or other assets in accordance with the terms thereof and of thIS sectIOn, and no 
individual liability shall attach for any official act done by any member of such au~hor
ity. No such authority shall have the power to levy any tax or assessment. Pr?vIded, 
however that for income tax purposes such honds, notes, debentures or other eVIdences 
of indelJtedness shall be deemed obligations of a political subdivision of this state. 

(8) LAW APPLTCABLE. SO far as applicable, and .not inconsistent wit? this sec~i~n, 
section 66.40 (10) to (21) and (24) shall apply to county veterans' h~uslllg au~horItles 
and to housing Pl'oject.s. bonds. other obligations and rights and remedIes of oblIgees of 
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such authorities, except that bonds of such authorities shall not bear interest in excess of 
3 per cent pel' annum. 

(9) TAX EXEMPTION ON IMPROVEMENTS. Veterans' housing improvements on property 
of an authority are declared to be public property and as long as the same remain under 
the jurisdiction of the authority or of bondholders who have proceeded under the pro
visions of section 66.40 (13) to (20) or 66.39 (8), all such improvements shall be exempt 
from all taxes of the state or any state public body; all real estate owned by an authority 
shall be assessed at no higher value than it was assessed for the tax year next preceding 
the date on which any such real estate was acquired by the authority and this provision 
shall continue in force as long as said real estate is under the jurisdiction of the authority 
01' of bondholders who have proceeded under the provisions of section 66.40 (13) to (20) 
or 66.39 (8), provided, however, that the municipality in which a veterans' housing 
project is located may fix a sum to be paid annually for the services, improvements 01' 

facilities furnished to such project by such municipality which sum shall not exceed the 
amount of the tax which would be assessable against such improvements if they were not 
exempt from tax. 

(11) OPERATION NOT FOR PROFIT. It is declared to be the policy of this state that 
each housing authority shall operate in an efficient manner so as to provide veterans with 
permanent housing at the lowest possible cost and that no housing authority shall realize 
any profit on its operations. Any veteran who occupies a single dwelling unit shall have 
an option to purchase such unit within 5 years from the date of occupancy at an amount 
not to exceed the total costs to the housing authority of the land on which said dwelling 
unit is located, the improvements and the dwelling unit, less a proportionate amount for 
such allotment as may be received by the authority under ss. 20.036 (12) and 45.354 
[Stats. 1953]. The purchase contract shall be in such form and on such terms as may be 
prescribed by the Wisconsin department of veterans' affairs. If said veteran occupant de
sires to exercise his option to purchase he shall notify the housing authority of his in
tention to exercise that option in writing and he shall be allowed a credit on said purchase 
price of an amount equal to that portion of the monthly rentals for said unit paid by him 
that has been credited to or expended for capital retirement 01' repayment of the principal 
amount of any mortgage indebtedness, bond indebtedness, or any other indebtedness in
cm'red for the purpose of acquiring the land, improving the land, or constructing the 
dwelling unit. 

(12) MONTHLY COST OF OCCUPANCY BY A VETERAN. Each authority with respect to 
single dwelling unit veterans' housing projects shall, as soon as the total costs of each 
dwelling unit including land and improvements have been determined by it, set up a 
monthly cost of occupancy for said unit. Such cost shall include an amount not exceed
ing $6 pel' thousand for interest charges, mortgage insurance and capital retirement 01' 

repayment of the principal amount of mortgage indebtedness, bond indebtedness, 01' any 
other indebtedness incuned for the purpose of acquiring land, improving the land, or 
constructing the dwelling unit, and to such basic costs of occupancy may be added the 
monthly cost of municipal services as determined by the municipality and a reasonable 
amount for the costs of insurance, operation, maintenance and repair. 

(13) TENANT SELE@TION, DISCRIMINATION. All tenants selected for veterans' hous
ing projects sh~ll be honorably discharged veteran.s of wars of t~e United States of 
America. SelectIOn between veterans shall be made 111 accordance WIth rules and regula
tions promulgated and adopted by the Wisconsin department of veterans" affairs which 
regulation said department is authorized to make and from time to time change as it 
(leems propel'. Such rules and rei.\'lHations, however, shall give veterans of World War 
II preference over veterans of all other wars. Notwith~tandingsuch rules and regulations 
or any law to the contrary a veteran shall not be entItled to or be granted any benefits 
und.er sections 66.39 to 66.404 from a housing authority unless such veteran was at the 
time of his induction into military service a r('sidellt of the state. Veterans otherwise en
titled to any right, benefit, facility 01' privilege under this section shall not, with refer
ence thereto be denied them in any manner for any purpose nor be discriminated against 
because of l;ace, color, creed or national origin. 

(14) VETERANS' HOUSING. Veterans' housing projects shall be submitted to the 
planning commission in the manner provided in section 66.404 (3). 

66.395 Housing authorities for elderly persons. (1) SHORT TITLE. This section 
may be referred to as the "housing authority for elderly persons law." 

(2) DECLARATION Olj' NECESSITY. It is declared that the lack of housing facilities for 
elderly persons provided by private enterprise in certain areas creates a public necessity 
to establish such safe and sanitary facilities for which public moneys may be spent and 
private property acq1!ired. The legislature declares that t.o provide public housing for 
elderly persons is the performance of a governmental functIOn of state concern. 
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'. (2m) DISCRIMINATION. Persons otherwise entitled to any right, benefit, facility 01' 
privilege under this section shall nat, with reference thereto, be denied them in any man
ner for any purpose nor be discriminated against because of race, calor, creed .or national 
origin. . 

(3) DEFINITIONS. As used in this section unless the text clearly indicates .otherwise: 
(a) "Authority" .or "hausing authority" means any of the 'public corporations estab-

lished pursuant t() sub. (4). . ' . . . 
'. (b)' "City" means any city. "The eity" means the particular city foi' which Ii piu·ticu-

lar housing autharity is created. . 
(c) "Council" means the councilor other body charged with governing the city. 
(d) "Citi clerk" a,nd "maycil''' mean the clerk and mayor, respectively, of the city or 

the .officers thereof charged with the duties customarily impased on the clerk and mayor 
respectively. ..' 

(e) "Comillissioner" means one of the members of an authority.appointed in accord-
ance with this section. .. 

(:f') "Government" includes the state and federal governments and any subdivision, 
agency or instrmilentality corporate or otherwise of either of theJh. '. .' 

(g) "State" means the state of Wisconsin. '. . 
(h) "Federal gavernlllent" includes the United States of Anierica, the fede~'al emel;

gency administratian .of public works or aliy agency, instrumentality, corporate or other-
wise, Of' the United States .of America. . 

. (i) "Housing projects" .include all real aild p(lrsonal property, buildllig and improve
ments, stores, offices, lands for .farmllig and gardening, and comlllunity facilities I;tcquired 
01' constructed or to be acquired or cOlisti'ucted. pursuant to a single plan or. undel;taking 
1. to demolish, clear, remave, alter or repair insanitary 01' unsafe hOUSlllg for' elderly per
s.ons; or 2. to provide safe and sanit[try d\vellllig accolnmodations for elderly persons, or 
for a cambination .of said 1. and 2. The term "housing project" may also be applied to 
the planning' of buildings and improvements, the acquisition .<?f property, the demolitian 
of Ilxisting structures and the construction, reconstructiOll,aIterationand repllir of the 
iJ\lprOvements for the purpose of providing s[tfe and sanitary hausing for elderly persons 
and all ather work in connection therewith .. A project shall not .be corlsidered hausing far 
the elderly unless it cantains at least 8 new .or rehabilitated liVlllg units which are specifi
cally designed for the use and occupancy of persons 62 yea1:S of age 01' over .. 

(j) "Canllnunity facilities" include real. and personal property, and buildings and 
equipment for recreational or social assemblies, far educational, health or welfare pur
poses and necessary utilities, when. designed prim[trily for the benefit and use of the 
housing authority.or the occupants. of .the dwelling accommodations, or for bath ... 

(Ie) "Bands" lnean any bonds,interiln certificates,. notes, debentures or other ,obliga
tions of the autharity issued pm'sllant to this section. 

(l)"Mortgage" includes deeds of trust, mortgages, building and loan contracts, land 
contracts or otherllistruments conveying real 01' personal property ,as security for bonds 
and conferring a right to foreclose and. cause a sale thereof. 

(ni) "Trust indenture" llicludes llistruments pledgllig the revenues of real or personal 
properties. 

(n) "Contract" means any agreement of an. authority with or .for the benefitbf an 
obligee whether contained in a resolution, trust indenture, mortgage, lease, bond or other 
instrument. .. 

.. (0) "Real property" includes lands,lands under water,structures, and any and all 
easements, franchises and incorpareal hereditaments and every estate and right' therein, 
legal· and equitable, including terms for years and liens by. way of judgment, martgage 
or otherwise. , . •. 

(p) "Obligee of the authority" or "obligee", llicludes any bandhalder .trustee .or trus
tees for any bondholders, any le.ssor demisingpl'operty. to the authority used in connection 
with a housing project or. any. assignee or assignee!>. 01' such lessor's interest or any part 
thereof, and the United States of America, when it is a party to any. contract with the 
authority. . . 

(q) "Slum" means any area where dwellings predominate which, by reason of delapi
dation, overcrowding, faulty arrangement or design, lack of ventilation, light or sani
tary facilities, or any combination of these factors, are detrimental to safety, health and 
morals ... 

(1') "Elderly person" means a person who is 62 years of age 01' older on the 'date such 
person intends to occupy the premises; or a family, the head of ,vhich, Dr his spouse, is 
an. elderly person as defined herein. . . ' . 

(s) '''State public body" means any city, town, incorporated village, county, lllUnicipal 
corporation, commission, district, authority; other subdivision 01' public bady of'the'state. 
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(4) CREATION OF HOUSING AUTHORITIES. (a) When the council of a city by proper 
resolution declares at any time hereafter that there is need for an authority to fl,lnction in 
the city, a public body corporate and politic shall then exist in the city and be known 
as the "housing authority" of the city. Such authority shall then be authorized to transact 
business and exercise any powers herein granted to it.. . 

(b) The council shall adopt a resolution declaring that there is need for a housing. 
authority in the ~ity if it finds that there is a shortage of dwelling accommodations. in the 
city available to elderly persons. . 

( c) In anysuit, action or proceeding involving the validity or enforcement of or relat
ing to any contract of the authority, the authority shall be conclusively deemed to have 
become established and authorized to transact business and exercise its powers hereunder 
upon proof of the adoption of a resolution by the conncil. declaring the need for the 
authority. Such resolution or resolutions shall be dee~'ned sufficient if it declares that there 
is such need for an authority and finds in substantially the foregoing terms (no further 
detail being necessary) that either or both. of the above enumerated conditions exist in 
the city. A copy of such resolution duly certified by the city clerk shall be· admissible 
evidence in any suit, action or proceeding. 

(5) SECTION 66.40 APPLIES. The provisions of s. 66.40 (5) to (26) shall apply to 
housing authorities and providing housing for elderly persons under this section without 
reference to the income of such persons. 

(6) SECTIONS 66.401 to 66.404 APPLY. The provisions of ss. 66.401 to 66.404 shall 
apply to housing authorities and providing housing for elderly persons under this section 
without regard· to the restrictions· on the income ot applicants for participation, except 
as set down by the federal housing admhdstration. ' . 

(7) NOT APPLIOABLE TO LOW~RENTAL HOUSING PRO.JECTS. Thissection s~all not apply 
to projects required to pi'ovide low-rental housing only. 

History: 1961 c. 351. 

66.40 Housing authorities. (1) SHORT TITLE. Sections 66.40 to 66.404 :rp.ay be re-
ferred to as the "Housing Authorities Law". . 

(2) FINDING AND DEOLARATION OF NEOp:SSIT~. It is declared that there e".l(ist in the 
state insanitary or unsafe dwelling accommodations and that persons of low income 
are forced to reside in such insanitary or unsafe accommodations; that within the state 
there is ashodage of safe or sanitary dwelling accommodations available at rents which 
persons of low income can afford and that such persons are forced to occupy overcrowded 
and congested dwelling accommodations; that the aforesaid conditions cause an increase in 
and spread of disease and crime and constitute a menace to the health, safety, morals and 
welfare. of the resident.s of the state and impair economic values; that these conditions 
necessitate excessive 81H1,disproportionate expenditures of . public' funds for. crime, pre
vention and punishment, public health and safety, fire and accident protection, and. other 
public services and facilities; that these slum areas cannot be, clear, nor can the shortage 
of safe and sanitary dwellings for persons oj' low income he relieved, through the .. opera
tion of private enterprise, and that the .construction of housing .projects, for persons of 
low income would, therefore, not be competitive with private enterprise; that the clear
an,ce, replanning and reconstruction of the' areas in which insanitary or unsafe housing 
conditions, exist and the providing of safe and sanitary dwelling accommodations for 
persons of low. income are public uses and purposes. for which public money may be 
spent. and private property acquired and are governmental functions of state concern; 
that it is in the public interest that work on such projects be commenced as soon as pos-, 
sible, in order to relieve .unemployment which now· constitutes an emergeIicy; and the 
necessity in the public interest for the provisions hereinafterehacted, is 'declared as a. 
matter of legislative determination. . 

(2m) DISORn.nNATION. Persons otherwise entitled to any right, benefit, facility· 61' 
privilege under sections 66.40 to 66.404 shall not, with reference thereto, be denied them 
in any manner for any purpose nor be discriminated against because of race; color, 
cr!)ed or national. origin. . . 

(3) DEFINITIONS. The following terms, wherever used 01" referred to in sections 
66.40 to 66.404 shall have the following respective meanings; unless a different meaning 
clearly appears from the context: '.' . ... .. 

(a) "Authority" or, "housing authority" means any of the public corporations estab-
lished pursumit to subsection (4). '.. .. .. ... ' , 

. (b) "City" means any city. "The city" means the' partIcular city for which a partic~ . 
ulal' housing authority is created.. . .. ......... .. ',.. ., . 

(c) "Council" means the ~op.ncil oi' otper, body charged \'vit)l go~e~'ning the city. 
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(d) "City clerk" and "mayor" shall. mean the clerk and mayor, respectively, of the city 
or the officers thereof charged with the duties customarily imposed on the clerk and mayor 
respectively. 

(e) "Area of operation" inclurles the city for which a housing authority is created 
and tbe area within five miles of the. territorial boundaries thereof but not beyond the 
county limits of the cOlmty in which such city is located and provided further that in the 
case of all cities the area of operation shall be limited to the area within the limits of such 
city unless the city shall annex the area of operation, but the area of operation of a 
housing authority shall not include any area which lies within the telTitorial bound
aries of any city for which another housing authority is created by this section. 

(f) "Commissioner" shall mean one of the members of an authority appointed in ac
cordance with the provisions of sections 66.40 to 66.404. 

(g) "Government" includes the state and federal governments and any subdivision, 
agency or instrumentality corporate or otherwise of either of them . 

. (h) "State" shall mean the state of Wisconsin. 
(i) "Federal government" shall include the Unitcd States of America, the federal 

emergency administration of public works or any agency, instrumentality, corporate or 
otherwise, of the United States of America. 

(j) "Housing projects" shall include all real and personal property, building and im
provements, stores, offices, lands for farming and gardening, and community facilities ac
quired or constructed or to be acquired or constructed pursuant to a single plan or under
taking (a) to demolish, clear, remove, alter or repair insanitary or unsafe housing, or (b) 
to provide safe and sanitary dwelling accommodations for persons of low income, or for 
a combination of said (a) and (b). The term "housing project" may also be applied to 
the planning of buildings and improvements, the acquisition of property, the demolition 
of existing structtlres, the constmction, reconstruction, alteration and repair of the im
provements and all other work in connection therewith. 

(k) "Community facilities" shall include real and personal property, and buildings 
and equipment for recreational or social assemblies, for educational, health or welfare pur
poses and necessary utilities, when designed primarily for the benefit \md use of the hous
ing authority or the occupants of the dwelling accommodations, or for both. 

(1) "Bonds" shall mean any bonds, interim certificates, notes, debentures or other 
obligations of the authority issued pursllant to sections 66.40 to 66.404. 

'. (lll) I'Mortgage" shall include deeds of trust, mortgages, building and loan contracts, 
land contracts or other instruments conveying real or personal property as security for 
bonds and confelTing a right to foreclose and cause a sale thereof. 

(n) "Tmst indenture" shall include instmments pledging the revenues of real or per
sonal properties. 

(0) "Contract" shall mean any agreement of an authority with or for the benefit of 
an obligee whether contained in a resolution, trust indenture, mortgage, lease, bond or 
other instrument. . 

(p) "Real property" shall include lands, lands under water, structures, and any and 
all easements, franchises and incorporeal hereditaments and every estate and right therein, 
legal and equitable, including terms for years and liens by way of judgment, mortgage 
or otherwise. 

(q) "Obligee of the authority" or "obligee" shall include any bondholder, tmstee or 
trustees for any bondholders, any lessor demising property to the authority used in con-' 
nection with a housing project or any assignee or assignees or such lessor's interest or any 
part thereof, and the United States of America, when it is a party to any contract with 
the authority. 

(1') "Slum" means any area where dwellings prer10minate which, by reason of dilapi
dation, overcrowding, faulty arrangement or design, lack of ventilation, light or sanitary 
facilities, or any combination of these factors, are detrimental to safety, health and 
morals. . 

(s) "Persons of low income" means persons or families who lack the amount of in
come which is ,necessary (as determined by the authority undertaking the housing pro
ject) to enable them, without financial assistance, to live in decent, safe and sanitary 
dwellings, without overcrowding. 

(it "State public body" means any city, town, incorporated village, county, munic
ipal corporation, commission, district, authority, other subdivision or public body of the 
state. 

(4) CREATION OF HOUSING AUTHORITIES. (a) When the council of a city by proper 
resolution shall declare at any time hereafter that there is need for an authority to 
function in the city, a public bocIy corporate ancI politic shall then exist in the city ancI 
be known as the "housing authority" of the city. . Such auth<;>rity shall then be authorized 
to transact business and exercise any powers herein granted to it. 
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(b) The council shaH adopt a resolution declaring that there is need for a housing 
authority in the city if it shall find that insanitary or unsafe inhabited dwelling accom
modations exist in the city or that there is a shortage of safe or sanitary dwelling accom
modations in the city available to persons of low income at rentals they can afford. In 
determining whether dwelling accommodations are unsafe or insanitary said council may 
take into consideration the degree of overcrowding, the percentage of land coverage, the 
light, air, space and access available to the inhabitants of such dwelling accommodations, 
the size and al'rangement of the rooms, the sanitary facilities, and the extent to which con
ditions exist in such buildings which endanger life or properLy by fire or other causes. 

(c) In any suit, action or proceeding involving the validity or enforcement ·of or 
relating to any contract of the authority, the authority shall be conclusively deemed to 
have become established and authorized to transact busineHs and exercise its powers 
hereunder upon proof of the adoption of a resolution by the council declaring the need 
for the authority. Such resolution or resolutions shall be deemed sufficient if it declares 
that there is such need for an authority and finds in substantially the foregoing terms (no 
further detail being necessary) that either or both of the above enumerated conditions 
exist in tIle city. A copy of such resolution duly certified by the city clerk shall be 
admissible evidence in any suit, action or proceeding. 

(5) ApPOINTMENT, QUALIFICATIONS AND TENURE OF OOMMISSIONERS. (a) When the 
council of a city adopts a resolution as aforesaid, it shall promptly notify the mayor of 
such adoption. Upon receiving such notice, the mayor shall, with the confirmation of the 
council, appoint five persons as commissioners of the authority. No commissioner may 
be connected in any official capacity with any political party nor shall more than two 
be officers of the city in which the authority is created. The powers of each authority 
shall be vested in the commissioners thereof in office from time to time. 

(b) The commissioners who are first appointed shall be designated by the mayor to 
serve for terms of one, two, three, four and five years respectively from the date of their 
appointment. Thereafter, the term of office shall be five years. A commissioner shall hold 
office until his successor has been appointed and has qualified. Vacancies shall be filled 
for the unexpired term in the same manner as other appointments. Three commissioners 
shall constitute a quorum. The mayor shall file with the city clerk a certificate of the ap
pointment 01' reappointment of any commissioner and such certificate shall be conclusive 
evidence of the due and propel' appointment of such commissioner if such commissioner 
has been duly confirmed as herein provided and has duly taken and filed the official oath 
before entering upon his office. A commissioner shall receive no compensat.ion for his 
services but he shall be entitled to the necessary expenses including traveling expenses in
curred in the discharge of his duties. 

(c) When the office of the first chairman of the authority becomes vacant, the authority 
shall select a chairman from among its members. An authority shall select from among 
its members a vice-chairman, and it may employ a secretary (who shall be executive direc
tor), technical experts and such other officers, agents and employes, permanent and tem
porary, as it may require, and shall determine their qualifications, duties and compensation. 
An authority may call upon the city attomey or chief law officer of the city for such legal 
services as it may require. An authority may delegate to one or more of its agents or em
ployes such powers or duties as it may deem proper. 

(6) DUTY OF THE AUTHORITY AND OOMMISSIONERS OF THE AUTHORITY. The authority 
and its commissioners shall be under a statutory duty to comply or to cause compliance 
strictly with all provisions of sections 66.40 to 66.404 and the laws of the state and in 
addition thereto, with each and every term, provision and covenant in any contract of the 
authority on its part to be kept or performed. 

(7) INTERESTED OOMMISSIONERS OR EMPLOYES. No commissioner or employe of an 
authority shall acquire any interest direct or indirect in any housing project or in any 
property included or planned to be included in any project, nor shall he have any interest 
direct or indirect in any contract or proposed contract for insurance, materials or services 
to be furnished or used in connection with any housing project. If any commissioner or 
employe of an authority owns or controls an interest direct or indirect in any property in
cluded or planned to be included in any housing project, he shall immediately disclose the 
same in writing to the authority and such disclosure shall be entered upon the minutes of 
the authority. Failure to so disclose such interest shall constitute misconduct in office. 

(8). REMOVAL OF COMMISSIONERS. For inefficiency or neglect of duty or misconduct 
in office, a commissioner of an authority may be removed by the mayor, but a commissioner 
shall be removed only after he shall have been given a copy of the charges at least ten 
days prior to the hearing thereon and had an opportunity to be heard in person or by 
counsel. In the event of the removal of any commissioner, a record of the proceedings, 
together with the charges and findings thereon, shall be filed in the office. Q:/: ~hE:l dty clerk. 
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To the extent applicable, the provisions of section 17.16 relating to removal for cause shall 
apply to any such removal. 

(9) POWERS 01<' AUTHORITY. An authol:ity shall constitute a public body and a body 
corporate and politic, exercising' public powers, and having all the powers necessary or 
convenient to carry out and effectuate the purposes and provisions of ·sections 66.40 to 
66.404, including the following powers in addition to others hdein granted: 

(a)·Within its area of operation to prepare, carry out, acquire, lease and operate 
housing projects approved by the council; to provide for the construction, reconstruc
tion, impi'ovement, alteration or repair of any housing project or any part thereof. 

(b) To take over by purchase, lease or otherwise any housing project undertaken by 
any government and located within the area of operation of the authority when approved 
by the council; to purchase, lease, obtain options upou, acquire by gift, grant, bequest, 
devise, or other1vise, any real or personal property or any interest therein. 

(c) To ad as agent for any govel'llment in connection with the acquisition, construc
tion, operation 01' management of a housing project or any part thereof. 

(d) To arrange 01' contract for the furnishing of sei'vices, privileges, works,or facili
ties for, or in connection with, a housing project or the occupants thereof. 

· (e) To lease or rent any dwellings, houses, accommodations, lands, b~ildings, structures 
or facilities embraced in any housing project and (subject to the limitations contained in 
this section) to establish and revise the rents 01' charges therefor. 

(f) Within its area of operation to investigate into living, dwelling and housing con
ditions and ilito the means and methods of improving such conditions j and to engage in 
research and studies on the subject of housing. . 

. (h) To acquire l)y eminent domain ~ny real property, including improvements and 
fixtures thereon. . 

(i) To own, hold, clear and improve property, to insure or provide fpr the insurance of 
the propei1;y or operations of the authority against. such risks as the authority may deem 
advisable, to procure insurance or. guarantees from the federal government of the payment 
of any debts or parts thereof secured by mortgages made 01' held by the authority on any 
prqlJel'ty included in any housing project. " 

· (j) To eontract for sale and sell any part 01' all of the interest in real estate acquired 
and to execute such contracts of sale and conveyances as the authority may deem desirable . 

. (k) Iu.connection with any loan, to agree to limitations upon its right to dispose of 
any housing project or part thereof. 

· (I) In connection with any loan by a government, to agree to limitations upon the 
exercise of any powers conferred upon the authority by sections 66.40 to 66.404. 

· (m) To invest any funds held in reserve or sinking funds, or any funds not required 
for immediate disbursement, in property or securities in which savings banks may legally 
invest funds subject to their control. 

(n) To sue and be sued, to have a seal and to alter the same at pleasure, to have per
petual succession, to make and execute contracts and other instruments necessary 01' con
venient to the exercise of the powers of the authority. 

(0) To make and from time to time amend and repeal by-laws, rules and regulations 
not inconsistent with sections 66.40 to 66.404, to carry into effectthe powers and purposes 
of the authority. 

(p) To exercise all or any pal;t or combination of powers herein granted. No proc 
visions of law with respect to the acquisition or disposition of property by other public 
bodies shall be appJicable to an authority unless the legislature shall specifically so state. 

(q) The bonds, notes, debentures or other evidences of indebtedness executed by a 
housing authority shall not be a debt or charge against any city, county, state or any 
other governmental authority, other than against said housing authority itself and its 
available prop811;y, income or other assets in accordance with the terms thereof and of this 
act, and no individual liability shall attach for any official act done by any member of 
such authority. No such authority shall have any power whatsoever to levy any tax or 
assessment. 

(1') To·provideby all means available under sections 66.40 to 66.404 housing projects 
for veterans and their· families regardless of their income. Such projects shall not be 
suhject to the limitations of section 66.402. 

(8). Notwithstanding the provisions of any law in conflict herewith, the housing 
authority of any city is expressly authorized to. acqliire sites, to prepare, to carry out, 
acquire, lease, construct and operate housing projects to provide temporary dwelling ac
commpdations for families regardless of income who are displaced under the provisions· 
of sections 66.40 to 66.43, to further slum clearance, 11rban redevelopment, blight elimina
tion, and to provide temporary dwelling accommodations for families displaced by reason 
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of any street widening; expressway or other public works project causing the demolition 
of dwellings. 

(t) To participate in an employe retirement 01' pension system of the 'city which has 
declared the need for the authority and to expend funds of the authority for such purpose. 

(10) EMINENT DOMAIN. (a) The authority shall have the right to acquire by emi
nent domain any real property, including fixtures and improvements, which it may deem 
necessary to carry out the purposes of sections 66.40 to 66.404 aftCl' the adoption by 'it 
of.a resolution declaring that the acquisition of the property described therein is in the 
public intBrestai:id necessary for public use. The autho:r:ity may exercise the POWel;' of 
eminent domain pursuant to the provisions of chapter 32 or pmsuant to any other ap
plicable statutory provisions, now in force 01' hereafter enacted for the exercise of the 
power of eminent domain., " 
, (b) At any time at or after the filing for condemnation, and before the entry of final 

judgment, the authority may file with the clerk of the court in which the petition is filed, 
a declaration of taking signed by the duly autho1'ized officer or agent of the authority 
decliiring that all or any part of the p1'operty described in the petition is to be taken for 
the use of the authority. The said declaration of taking shall be sufficient as it sets forth: 
(1) a description of' the property, sufficient for the identification thereof, to which there 
may be attached a plat or map thereof; (2) a statement of the estate or interest in said 
prope1'ty being taken; (3) a statement of the sum of money estimated by the authority 
to be just compensation for the property takEin, which sum shall be not less than the last 
assessed valuation for tax purposes of the estate or interest in the property to be taken. 

, ( c) From the filing of the said declaration of taking and the deposit in court to the 
use of the Pel'sops entitled the1'eto of the amount of the estimated compensation stated 
in said declaration, title to the property specified in said declaration shall vest in the 
autho:dty and said property shall be deemed to be condemned and taken for the use of 
the authority and the 'right to just compensation for the same shall vest in the pe1'sons 
entitled thereto. Upon the filing of the decla1'ation of taking the court shall designate 
a day '(not exceeding 30 days after such filing, except upon good cause shown) on which 
the person in possession shall be required to surrender possession to the authority. 

(d) The ultimate amount of compensation shall be vested in the manner provided by 
law. If the amount so vested shall exceed the amount so deposited in court by the author
ity, the court shall enter judgment against the authority in the amount of such deficiency 
together with interest at the rate of 6 pel' cent per annum on such deficiency from the 
date of the vesting of title to the date of thc entry of the final judgment (subject, how
ever, to abatement for use, income, rents or profits derived f1'om such property by the 
'o,vne1' thereof subsequent to the vesting of title in the authority) and the COU1't shall order 
the authority to deposit the amount of such deficiency in court. 

(e) At any time prior to the vesting of title of prope1'ty in the alltho1'ity the authority 
may withdraw or dismiss its petition with respect to any and all of the property therein 
described. 

(f) Upon vesting of title to any property in the authority, all the l'ight, title and 
interest of all pe1'sons having an interest therein or lien thereupon, shall be divested 
immediately and such persons thereafter shall be entitled only to 1'eceive compensations 
for such property. 

(g) Except as hereinabove provided with reference to the declaration of taking, the 
proceedings shall be as is or may hereafter be provided by law for condemnation, and the 
deposit in court of the amount estimated by the authority upon a declaration of taking, 
shall be disbursed as is or may hereafter be provided by law for an award in condemna~ 
Han proceedings. . . 

(h), Property already devoted to a public use may be acquired, provided that no 
property belonging to any city or municipality .or to any government may be acquired 
Withollt its conse.nt and that no property belonging to a public utility corporation may 
be acquired .without the Il·pproval of the commission or other officer or tribunal, if any 
there be, having regulatory power over such corporation., " 

. (11) ACQUISITION OF LANDFOR GOVERNMENT,The authority may acquire by purchase 
01' by .the exercise of its power of eminent domain as aforesaid, any propert:YI real or per
sonal, for any housing project being constructed or operated by a government. The 
authority upon such terms and conditions, with or without conside'ration, as it shall de-

, termine, may convey title or deliver possession of such property so acquired or purchased 
to such government for use in connection with such housing project. 

(12) ZONING AND BUILDING LAWS. All housing projects of an authol'ityshall be subject 
to the planning, zoning, sanitary and building laws, ordinances and.1'egulations applicable 
to the locality in which the housing project is situated. 

(13) TYPES OF BONDS. (a) An authority shall have power to issue bonds froni time 
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to time :in its discretion, for any of its corporate purposes. .An authority may issue 
such types of bonds as it may determine, including (without limiting the generality of the 
foregoing) bonds on which the principal and interest are payable: (1) exclusively from 
the income and revenues of the housing proj ect financed with the proceeds of such bonds, 
or with such proceeds together with a grant from the federal government in aid of such 
project; (2) exclusively from the income and revenues of certa:in designated _hous:ing 
projects whether or not they were financed in whole or in part with the proceeds of such 
bond:;;; 01' (3) from its revenues generally. .Any of such bonds may be additionally 
secured by a pledge of any revenues 01' (subject to the limitation hereinafter imposed) a 
mortgage of any housing project, projects or other property of the authority. 

(b) Neither the commissioners of the authority nor any person executing the bonds 
shall be liable personally on the bonds by reason of the issuance thereof. 

(c) The bonds and other obligations of the authority (and such bonds and obligations 
shall so stat.e on their face) shall not be a debt of any city 01' municipality located within 
its boundaries or of the state and neither the state nor any such city 01' municipality shall 
be liable thereon, nor in any event shall they be payable out of any funds 01' properties 
other than those of the authority. 

(14) FORM AND SALE OF BONDS. (a) Bonds of an authority shall be authorized by its 
resolution and may be issued in one or more series and shall bear such date 01' dates, 
mature at such time 01' times, bear interest at such rate 01' rates, not exceeding six pel' 
centum per annum, be in such denomination 01' denominations, be in such form, either 
coupon 01' registered, carry such conversion 01' registration privileges, have such rank 01' 

priority, be executed in such manner, be payable in such medium of payment, at such place 
01' places, and be subject to such terms of redemption (with 01' without premium) as such 
resolution, its trust indenture 01' mortgage may provide. .Any bond reciting in substance 
that it. has been issued by an authority to aid in financing a housing project to provide 
dwelling accommodatiohs for persons of low income shall be conclusively deemed, in any 
suit, action 01' proceeding involv:ing the validity 01' enforceability of such bond 01' the 
security therefor, to have been issued for a housing project of such character. Bonds of an 
authority are declared to be issued for an essential public and governmental purpose and to 
be public instrumentalities and, together with interest thereon and income therefrom, shall 
be exempt from taxes. 

(b) The bonds may be sold at public or private sale as the authority may provide. 
The bonds may be sold at such price 01' prices as the authority shall determine pl'ovided 
that the interest cost to maturit.y of the money received for any issue of said bonds shall 
not exceed six pel' centum pel' annum. 

( c) In case any of the officers whose signatures appear on any bonds or coupons shall 
cease to be such officers before the delivery of such bonds, such signatures shall, neverthe
less, be valid and sufficient. for all purposes, the same as if they had remained in office until 
such delivery. 

(d) The authority shall have power out of any funds available therefor to purchase 
any bonds issued by it at a price not more than the principal amount thereof and the ac
crued interest; provided, however, that. bonds payable exclusively from the revenues of a 
designated project or projects shall be purchased only out of any such revenues available 
therefor. .All bonds so purchased shall be cancelled. This paragraph shall not apply to 
the redemption of bonds. 

(e) .Any provision of any law to the contrary notwithstanding, any bonds, interim cer
tificates, or other obligations issued pursuant to sections 66.40 to 66.404 shall be fully 
negotiable. 

(15) PROVISIONS OF BONDS} TRUST INDENTURES. AND MORTGAGES. In connection with the 
issuance of bonds 01' the inculTing of any obligation under a lease and in order to secure 
the payment of such bonds or obligations, the authority shall have power: 

(a) To pledge by resolution, trust indenture, mortgage (subject to the limitations 
hereinafter imposed), 01' other contract all 01' any part of its rents, fees, 01' revenues. 

(b) To covenant against mortgaging all 01' any part of its property, real 01' personal, 
then owned 01' thereafter acquired, or against permit.ting 01' suffering any lien thereon. 

(c) To covenant with respect to limitations on its right to sell, lease or otherwise dis
pose of any housing project 01' any part thereof, 01' with respect to limitations on its right 
to undertake additional housing projects. 

e d) To covenant against pledging all 01' any part of its rents, fees and revenues to 
which its right then exists or the right to which may thereafter come into existence or 
against permitting or suffering any lien thereon. 

(e) To provide for the release of property, rents, fees and revenues from any pledge 
or mortgage, and to reserve rights and powers in, or the right t.o dispose of, property which 
is subject to a pledge or mortgage. 
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(f) To covenant as to the bonds to be issued pursuant to any resolution, trust inc1en
ture, mortgage 01' other instrument and as to the issuance of such bonds in escrow or 
otherwise, and as to the use and disposition of the proceeds thereof. 

(g) To provide for the terms, form, registration, exchange, execution and authentica-
tion of bonds. 

(h) To provide for the replacement of lost, destroyed 01' mutilated bonds. 
(i) To covenant that the authority warrants the title to the premises. 
(j) To covenant as to the rents and fees to be charged, the amount to be raised each 

year 01' other period of time by rents, fees and other revenues and as to the use and dis
position to be made thereof. 

(k) To covenant as to the use of any 01' all of its property, real 01' personal. 
(I) To create or to authorize the creation of special funds in which there shall be seg

regat.ed (a) the proceeds of any loan or grant or both; (b) all of the rents, fees and l'ev
enues of any housing project or projects or parts thereof; (c) any moneys held for the 
payment of the costs of operations and maintenance of any such housing projects or as 
a reserve for the meeting of contingencies in the operation and maintenance t.hereof; (d) 
any moneys held for the payment of the principal and interest on its bonds 01' the sums due 
under its leases or as a reserve for such payments; and (e) any moneys held for any other 
reserves or contingencies; and t.o covenant as to the use and disposal of the moneys held in 
such funds. 

(m) To redeem the bonds, and to covenant for their redemption and to provide the 
terms and conditions thereof. 

(n) To covenant against extending the time for the payment of its bonds or interest 
thereon, directly or indirectly, by any means or in any manner. 

(0) To prescribe the procedure,if any, by which the terms of any contract with bond
holders may be amended or abrogated, the amount of bonds the holders of which must con
sent thereto and the manner in which such consent may be given. '" 

(p) To covenant as to the maintenance of its property, the replacement thereof, the 
insurance t.o be carried thereon and the use and disposition of insurance moneys. 

(q) To vest in an obligee of the authority the right, in the event of the failure of the 
authority to observe or perform any covenant on its part to be kept or performed, to cure 
any such default and to advance any moneys necessary for such purpose, and the moneys 
so advanced may be made an additional obligation of the authority with such interest1 se
curity and priority as may be provided in any trust indenture, mortgage, lease or contract 
of the authorit.y with reference thereto. 

(1') To covenant and prescribe as to the events of default and terms and conditions 
upon which any 01' all of its bonds shall become 01' may be declared due before maturity 
and as to the terms and conditions upon which such declaration and its consequences may 
be waived. 

(s) To covenant as to the rights, liabilities, powers and duties arising upon the breach 
by it of any covenant, condition 01' obligation. 

(t) To covenant to surrender possession of all 01' any part of any housing project 01' 

projects upon the happening of an event of default (as defined in the contract) and to 
vest in an obligee the right t.o take possession and to use, operate, manage and control such 
housing' projects 01' any part thereof, and to collect and receive all rents, fees and rev
enues arising therefrom in the same manner as the authority it-self might do and to dispose 
of the moneys collected in accordance with the agreement of the authority with such obligee. 

(u) To vest in a trust or trustees the right to enforce any covenant made to secnre, to 
pay, 01' in relation to the bonds, to provide for the powers and duties of such b.'ustee 01' 

trustees, to limit liabilities thereof and to provide the terms and conditions upon which the 
tJ'ustee or trustees or the holders of bonds or any proportion of them may enforce any SUCl1 
covenant. 

(v) To make covenants other than and in addition to the covenants herein expressly 
authorized, of like 01' different character. 

(w) To execute all instruments necessary or convenient in the exercise of the powers 
herein granted or in the performance of its covenants 01' duties, which may contain such 
covenants and provisions, in addition to those above specified as the government or any 
purchaser of the bonds of the authority may reasonably require. 

(x) To make such covenants and to do any and all such acts and things as may be 
necessary or convenient or desirable in order to secure its bonds, 01' in the absolute discre
tion of the authority tend to make the bonds more marketable; notwithstanding that such 
covenants, acts or things may not be enumerated herein; it being the intention 11ereof to 
give the authority power to do all things in the issuance of bonds, in the provisions for 
their security that are not inconsistent with the const.itution of the state and no consent 01' 

approval of any judge or court shall be required thereof; provided, however, that the au-
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thority shall have no power to mortgage all or any part of its property, real ol'personal, 
except as provided in subsection (16) hereof. " " 

(16) POWER TO MORTGAGE WHEN PROJEOT I<'INANOED WITH AID OF GOVERNMENT. In 
connection with any pi'iljectfinanced in whole or in part, or otherwise aided by a govern
ment (whether through a donation of money or property, a loan, the insurance orguar
antee of a loan, or otlierwise), the authoritysliall also ha\re power to mortgage all or any 
part of its property, real or personal, then owned or thereafter acquired. 

(17) RE~IEDIES OF AN OBLIGEE OF AUTHORITY. An obligee of the authority shall have 
the ioight in addition to all other i'ights which may be cOliferred on such obligee sllbject 
only to any contractual restrictions binding upon such obligee: 

(a) By mandamus, suit, action 01' proceeding in law or equity (all of 1vhich may be 
joined iil one action) to compel the authority, and the: commissioners, officers, agents or 
employes thereof to perform 'each and every term, provision and covenant contained in 
any' contract of the authority, imd toreqilire the carrying out of any 01' all covenants and 
agreements of the authorityarrd the fulfillment of all duties imposed upon the authority 
by sections 66.40 to 66.404. • 

(b) By suit, action or proceeding in equity to enjoin any acts 01' things which may be 
unlawful, or the violation of any of the rights of such obligee of the authority. 

(c) By suit, action or proceeding' in any court of competent jurisdiction to cause pos
session of any housing project or any part thereof to be surrendered to any obligee having 
ille right to such possession pursuant to any contract of the authority. 

(IS) ADDITIONAL RE.MEDIES OONFERRABLE BY MORTGAGE OR TRUST INDENTURE. Any 
authority shall have power by its trust indenture, mortgage, lease 01' other contract k con
fer ugon any obligee holding or representing a specified amount in bonds, lease or other 
obligations, the right upon the happening of an "event of default" as defined in s'Uch, in-
strument:" " 

(a) By suit, action or proceeding in any court of competent jurisdiction to obtaill the 
appointment of a receiver of any housing project of Ole, authOi'ity or any part 01' parts 
thereof. If such l'eceivel; be' appointed, he may enter and take 'possession 'of such housing 
project' or any part or parts thereof and operate and maintain same, and collect and re
ceive all fees, rents, revenues or other charges thereaft.er arising' therefrom in the same 
manner as the authority itself might do and shall keep SllCh morieys in a separate account 
or accounts and apply the same in accordance with the obligations of the authority as the 
court shall direct. ' 

(b) By suit, action or proceeding in any court of competent jurisdiction to require the 
alit.hority and the comlllissioners thereof to account as if it and they were the trustees of 
an express trust. 

(19) REMEDIES CUMULATIVE. All the l;ights and remedies hereinabove conferred shall 
be cumulative and in addition to all other rights and remedies that may be conferred upon 
such obligee of the aut.hority by law or by any contract withtlie authority. 

(20) SUBORDINATION OF ~IORTGAGE TO AGREElIIENT WITH GOVERNMENT. The authority 
may agree in any mortgage made by it tllat 8uch mortgage shall be subordinate to a COll
.tract for. the supervision by a government of the operation. and maintenance of the mort
gaged propert.y and the construction of improvements tpereon; in such event, any pur
chaser 01' purchasers at a sale of the property of ,an authority purS1lant to a foreclosure of 
such mortgage or any other remedy in connectioll therewith, shall obtain title, subject to 
such contract. 

(21) CONTRAOTS WITH FEDERAL GOVERN1>IENT. In addition to the powers conferred 
upon the authority by other provisions of sections 66.40 to 66.404, the authority is em
powered to borrow money or accept grants from the federal government· for 01' in aid of 
any housing project which such authority is authorized to undertake, to take over any 
land acquired. by the federal government for the construction or operation of a housing 
project, to take over or lease 01' manage any housing project constructed or owned by the 
federal government, and to these ends, to enter into such contracts, mortgages, trust hlC1en
tures, leases 01' other ag'l'eements as the federal government may require including agree
ments that the federal government shall have the right to supervise and approve the con
struction, maintenance and opei'ation of such housing project. It is the purpose and 
intent of this se'ction to authorize every council to do any and all things necessary to secure 
.the financial aid and the co-operation of the federal government in the undertaking, con
strnction, maintenance and operation of any housing project which the authority is em
powered to 'Undertake. 

(22) TAX EXEMPTION AND PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF TAXES. The property of an authority 
is declared to be public property used for essential public and governmental purposes 
and such property and an authority shall be exempt from all taxes of the state or any 
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state pltblic body; provided, however, that the city in which a project 01' projects are 
located may fix a sum to be paid annually in .lieu of such taxes by the authority for the 
services, improvements or facilities furnished to such project 01' projects by such city, but 
in no event shall such sum exceed the amount that would be levied as the annual tax of 
such city upon such project or projects. 

(23) REPORTS. The authol'ity shall at least once a year file with the mayor of the city 
a report of its activities for the preceding year. 

(24) Bms. When a housing authority shall have the app:roval of the council for any 
project authorized under subsection (9). (a) or (b), said authority spall complete and 
approve plans, specifications and conditions in connection therewith fqr. carrying out 
such pl'oject, and shall then advertise for bids for all work which said authority must do 
by contract., such advertisements to be published once a week for 2 consecutive weeks in a 
neWspaper of general circulation in the' city' i'n which the project is to be developed. 
The contract shall be awarded to the lowest qualified and competent bidder. Section 
66.29 of the statutes shall apply to such bidding. 

(25) LIQUIDATION .AND DISPOSAL OF HOUSING PROJECTS. (a) In any city or village 
the city councilor village board by resolution or ordinance, 01' the electors by referendum 
under s. 10.43, may provide that the authority shall liquidate and dispose qf a particular 
project 01' projects held aJ;1d operated under ss. 66.40 to 66.404 01' 66.43.' , 

(b) Whenev\)r liquidation and disposal of a project is provided for under par. (a) the, 
housing authority or other designated ageI)cy shall sell such project to the highest bidder 
after public advertisement, or transfer it to any state public body authorized by law to 
acquire such project. No such project shall be sold for less than its fair market value as 
determined by a board of 3 licensed appraisers appointed by the city councilor village 
bo~d. ' 

(c) The arrangements for the liquidation and disposal of a project shall provide for 
the payment and retirement of all outstanding obligations in connection ,vith the project, 
together with interest thereon and any premiums prescribed for the redemption of any 
1Jonds, notes or other obligations before maturity. 

(d) Any proceeds remaining afte~' payment of such obligations under pal'. (c) shall 
be distributed in accordance with the federal law applicable at the time of the liquidation 
and disposal of the project. If no federal law is applicable to the liquidation alid .dis
posal of the project all of such remaining proceeds 'shall be paid to the city or village. 

(e) If the highest bid received is insufficient for the payment of all obligations set 
forth in pal'. (c) the project shall not be sold unless the city or village provides sufficient 
additional funds to discharge such obligations. 

(f) In o~'der to carry out this subsection an authority 01' other designated agency shall 
exercise any optionavailitble to it for the paym.e~tand;L'edemption of outstanding obli
gations set forth in par. (~) before maturity, if the city or village provides funds for ~mch 
payineIit and r'edemption: '. 

(g) No actions taken under this subsection shall affect or diminish the i'ights of any 
bondholders or other obligees of the authority. , 

(h) The term "outstanding obligations" 01' "obligations" as used herein includes bonds, 
notes or evidences of indebtedness, as well as aids, grants! contributions or loans made by 
or received from any federal, state or local political government or agency. 

(26) DISSOLUTION OF HOUSING AUTHORITY. Any housing authOl'ity may be dissolved 
upon adoption of an ordinance or resolution by the councilor villa'ge board concel'lled 
declaJ.'ing· that the need therefor no longer exists, that all projects under such authority's 
jm'isdiction have been disposed of, that there m'e no outstanding obligations or contracts 
and that no further business remains to be transacted by such 'authOl'ity. 

66.401 Housing authorities; operation not for profit. (1) It is dec1al:ed to be the, 
policy of this state that each housing authority shall manage ll,nd operate its housing 
projects in an efficient manner so as to enable it to fix the rentals for dwelling accom
modations at the lowest possible rates consistelit with its providing decent, safe and 
sanitary dwelling accommodations, and that no housing authority shall construct or 
operate any such project for profit, or as a source of revenue to the city. ' 

(2) To this end an authority shall fix the rentals for dwellings in its projects at no 
higher rates than it. shall find to be necessary in order to produce revenues which (tQ
gether with all other available moneys, reVenues, income and receipts of the authOl'ity , 
from whatever sources derived) ,vill be sufficient: 

(a) To pay, as the same become due, the principal and interest on the bonds of the 
authOl'ity; , 

(b) To meet the cost of, and to provide for, mailitaining and operating the projects 
(including the cost of any insurance) and the administrative expenses of the authority; 
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(c) To create (during not less than the 6 years immediately succeeding its issuance 
of any bonds) a reserve sufficient to meet. the largest principal and interest payments 
which will be due on such bonds in anyone year thereafter and to maintain such reserve. 

66.402 Housing authorities; rentals and tenant selection. (1) In the operation 
or management of housing projects an authority shall at all times observe the following 
duties with respect to rentals and tenant selection: 

(a) It may rent or lease the dwelling accommodations therein only to persons of low 
income and at rentals within the financial reach of such persons of low income. 

(b) It may rent or lease to a tenant dwelling accommodations consisting of the num
ber of rooms (but no greater number) which it deems necessary to provide safe and sani
tary accommodations to the proposed occupants thereof, without overcrowding. 

(c) It shall not accept any person as a tenant in any housing project if the person or 
persons who would occupy the dwelling' accommodations have an aggregate annual in
come in excess of 5 times the annual rental of the quarters to be furnished such person 
or persons, except that in the case of families with minor dependents such aggregate 
annual income may exceed 5 times the annual rental of the quarters to be furnished by 
$100 for each minor dependent or by an amount equal to the annual income of the minor 
dependents; in computing the rental for this purpose of selecting tenants, there shall 
be included in the rental the average annual cost (as determined by the authority) to 
the occupants, of heat, water, electricity, gas, cooking range and other necessary services 
or facilities, whether or not the charge for such services and facilities is in fact included 
in the rental. For the purposes of this subsection, a minor shall mean a person less than 
21' yeai's of age. . 

(2) Not.hing contained in the housing authorities law, as hereby amended, shall be 
construed as limiting the power of an authority: 

(a) To invest in an obligee the right, in the event of a default by the authority, to take 
possession of a housing project or cause the appointment of a receiver thereof, free from 
all the restrictions imposed by said law, as amended, with respect to rentals, tenant 
selection, manner of operation, or otherwise; or 

(b) Pursuant to section 66.40 (16) to vest. in obligees the right, in the event of a de
fault by the authority, to acquire title to a housing project or the property mortgaged by 
the housing authority, free from all the restrictions imposed by sections 66.401 and 
66.402. 

66.403 Housing authorities; co-operation in housing projects. For the purpose of 
aiding and co-operating in the planning, undertaking, construction or operation of hous
ing projects located within the area in which it is authorized to act, any state public body 
may upon such terms, with or without consideration, as it may determine: 

(1) Dedicate, sell, conveyor lease any of its property to a housing authority or the 
federal government; 

(2) Cause parks, playgrounds, recreational, community, educational, water, sewer 01' 

drainage facilities, or any other works which it is otherwise empowered to undertake, to 
be furnished adjacent to or in connection wit.h housing projects; 

(3) Cause services to be furnished to the authority of the character which it is other
wise empowered to furnish; 

(4) Subject to the approval of the council, furnish, dedicate, close, pave, install, 
grade, regrade, plan or replan streets, roads, roadways, alleys, sidewalks or other places 
which it is otherwise empowered to undertake; 

(5) Enter into agreements, (which may extend over any period, notwithst.anding any 
provision 01' rule of law to the contrary) with a housing authority or the federal govern
ment respecting action to be taken by such state public body pursuant to any of the 
powers granted by sections 66.40 to 66.404; 

(6) Do any and all things, necessary or convenient to aid and co-operate in the plan
ning, undertaking, construction or operation of such housing proj ects; 

(7) Purchase or legally invest in any of the bonds of a housing authority and exer
cise all of the rights of any holder of such bonds; 

(8). With respect to any housing project which a housing authority has acquired or 
taken over from the federal government and which the housing authority by resolution 
has found and declared to have been constructed in a manner t.hat will promote the pub
lic interest and afford necessary safety, sanitation and other protection, no state public 
body shall require any changes to be made in the housing project or the manner of its 
constxuction or take any other action relating to such construction; 

(9) In connection with any public improvements made by a state public body in 
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exercising the powers herein granted, such state public body may incur the entire expense 
thereof. Any law or statute to the contrary notwithstanding, any sale, conveyance, lease 
or agreement provided for in sections 66.40 to 66.404 may be made by a state public 
body without appraisal, public notice, advertisement or public bidding. 

66.404 Housing authorities; contracts with city; assistance to counties and munici
palities. (1) CONTRAOTS BETWEEN AUTHORITY AND CITY. In connection with any housing 
project located wholly or partly within the area in which it is authorized to act, any city 
may agree with an authorit.y or government that a certain sum (subject to the liIllitations 
imposed by section 66.40 (22», or that no sum, shall be paid by the authority iii lieu of 
taxes for any year or period of years. 

(2) ADVANOES TO HOUSING AUTHORITY. When any housing authority which is created 
for any city becomes authorized to transact business and exercise its powers therein, the 
governing body of the city, may immediat.ely make an estimate of the amount of money 
necessary for the administrative expenses and overhead of such housing authority during 
the first year thereafter, and may appropriate such amount to the authority out of any 
moneys in such city treasury not appropriated to some other purposes. The moneys so 
appropriated may be paid to the authority as a donation. Any city, town or incorporated 
village located in whole or in part within the area of operation of a housing authority 
shall have the power from time to t.ime to lend or donate money to the authority or to 
agree to take such action. The housing authority, when it has money available therefor, 
shall make reimbursements for all such ,loans made to it. 

(3) PROJEO'l' SUBMIT'l'ED TO PLANNING OOMMISSION. Before any housing project of 
the character designated in section 66.40 (9) (a) be determined upon by the authority, or 
any real estate acquired or agreed to be acquired for such project or the construction of any 
of the buildings begins or any application made for federal loan or grant for such proj
ect, the extent thereof and the general features of the proposed layout indicating in a 
general way the proposed location of buildings and open spaces shall be submitted to 
the planning commission, if any, of the city or political subdivision in which the pro
posed project is located, for the advice of such planning commission upon the proposed 
location, extent, and general features of the layout. 

(4) CO-OPERATION WITH CI'l'IES, VILLAGES AND OOUNTIES. For the purpose of co
operating with and assisting cities, villages and count.ies, a housing authority may exercise 
its powers in the territory within the boundaries of any city, village or county not in
cluded in the area in which such llOusing authority is then authorized to funct.ion, or in 
any designated portion of such territory, after the governing body of SUell city, village or 
county, as the case may be, adopts a resolution declaring that t.here is a need for the 
authority to function in such territory or in such designated portion thereof. If a housing 
authority has previously been authorized to exercise its powers in such territory or 
designated portion, such a resolution shall not be adopted unless such housing authority 
finds that ultimate economy would thereby be promoted, and such housing authority shall 
not initiate any housing project in such territory or designated portion after the adop
tion of such a resolution. 

(6) CONTROLLING STATUTES. In so far as the provisions of sections 66.40 to 66.404 
are inconsistent with the provisions of any other law, the provisions of sections 66.40 to 
66.404 shall be controlling. 

(7) SUPPLEMENTAL NATURE OF STATUTE, The powers conferred by sections 66.40 to 
66.404 shall be in addition and supplemental to the powers conferred by any other law. 

66.405 Urban redevelopment. (1) SHORT TITLE. Sections 66.405 to 66.425 shall be 
known and may be cited and referred to as the "Urban Redevelopment Law." 

(2) FINDING AND DECLARATION OF NEOESSITY. It is declared that in the cities of the 
state substandard and insanitary areas exist which have resulted from inadequate 
planning, excessive land coverage, lack of propel' light, ail' and open space, defective 
design and arrangement of buildings, lack of proper sanitary facilities, and the exist
ence of buildings, which, by reason of age, obsolescence, inadequate or outmoded design, 
or physical deterioration have become economic or social lialJilities, or both; that such 
conditions are prevalent in areas where substandard, insanitary, outworn or outmoded 
industrial, commercial or residential buildings prevail; that such conditions impair the 
economic value of large areas, infecting them with economic blight, and that such areas 
are characterized by depreciated values, impaired investments, and reduced capacity to 
pay taxes, that such conditions are chiefly in areas which are so subdivided into small 
parcels in divided ownerships and frequently with defective titles, that their assembly 
for purposes of clearance, replanning, rehabilitation and reconstruction is difficult and 
costly; that the existence of such conditions and the failure to clear, replan, rehabilitate 
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or reconstruct these areas results in a loss of population by the areas and further 
deterioration, accompanied by added costs to the communities for creation of new public 
facilities and services elsewhere; that it is difficult and uneconomic for individual owners 
independently to undertake to remedy such conditions;,that it is desIrable to encourage: 
owners of property or holders of claims thereon in such areas to join together and with 
ou:tsidersin~' co'rpbnite . groups for: the purpose of-the clearance, replanning,-reha bilita
tion and reconstruction of such areas by joint action; that it is necessary to create, 
with propel' safeguards, inducements and opportunities for the employment of phvate 
inveatitielit and equity capital in the clearance, replanning, rehabilitation and re
construction of such areas; that such conditions require the erilployment of such capital 
on an investment rather than a speculative basis, allowing however, the widest latitude 
in the amortization of any indebtedness created thereby; that such conditions further 
require the acquisition at fail' prices of adequate areas, the gradual clearance of such 
areas through demolition of existing obsolete, inadequate, unsafe and insanitary build
ings and the redevelopment of such areas under propel' supervision with appropriate 
planning, land use and construction policies; that the clearance, replanning, rehabilita
tion and reconstruction of such ·areas on a large scale basis are necessary for the public 
welfare; ,that the clearance, replanning, reconstruction and rehabilitation of such 
areas are public uses and purposes"for which private property may be acquired; that 
such substandard and insanitary areas constitute a menace to the health, safety, morals, 
welfare and reasonable. comfort of the citizens of the state; that such conditions 
require the aid of redevelopment corporations for the purpose of attaining the ends 
herein recited; that the protection and promotion of the health, safety, morals, welfare 
and reasonable comfort of the citizens of the state are matters of public concern;. and 
the neccssity in the public interest fqr the provisions hereinafter enacted is hereby 
declared as a matter of legislative determination . 

. (2m) DISCRIMINATION. Persons otherwise entitled to any right, benefit, facility or 
privilege under sections 66.405 to 66.425 shall not, with reference thereto, be denied them 
in any manner for any purpose nor be discriminated against because of race, color, creed 
or national origin. 

(3) DEFINFi'IONS. The following terms, as used in sections 66.405 to 66.425, shall, 
unless a different intent clearly appears f.rom the context, be construed as follows: 

(a) "Area" shall mean a portion of a city which its planning commission has found 
or shall find to be substandard or insanitary, so that the clearance, replanning, rehabili
tation or reconstruction thereof. is necessary or advisable to effectuate the .public 
plll'POSeS declared in sub. (2). and may include any buildings or improvements not in 
themselves substandard or insanitary, and any real property, whether improved 01' unim
proved, the inclusion of which is deemed necessary for the effective clearance, replanning, 
reconstruction or rehabilitation of the area of which such buildings, improvements 01' real 
property form a part. , 
.eb) "Assessed valuat~on" with respect to any local tax on any parcel of real p1'operty, 

shall wean the value of such parcel, including the1'ein buildings and imp1'ovements as 
well as land, as assessed by those charged with assessing the same .for such local tax. 

(c). "City", shall mean any city in the state. '.' 
Cd). "Development" shall mean a specific work, 1'ep[\iror improvement to put into 

effect a development plan and shall include the 1'eal p1'operty, buil~li\~gs and imp1'ove
ments owned, constnwted, managed 01' operated by a redevelopment C0l1)Oration. 

, . (e)' "Development area" shall mean that portion of an area to which a development 
plan is applicable. '. . 

(f) "Deveklpment cost" shall mean the. amount determined by the planning com
mission to be the actual cost of the development, or of the part thereof for which such 
determination is made, and shall include, among' other costs, the reasonable' costs of 
planning the development, inchiding preliminary studies and sl1rveys, neighbOl;hood 
planning; and architectu1'al and engineering services, legal and incorporation expense, 
the 'actual cost, if any, of alleviating ha1'dship to families occupying dwelling aCCOllimo
dations in the development area whel'e such hardship 1'esults from the execution of the 
development plan, the reasonable costs of financing the development, including ciu':l'ying 
charges during construction, working' capital in an amount not exceeding' 5 percent of 
development cost, the actual cost of the real property included in the development, the 
achml cost of demolition of existing structures, the actual cost of utilities, landscaping 
and roadways, the amount of special assessments sl'lbsequently paid, the actual cost 
of construction, Gquipment and furnishing of buildings and improvements, inchiding 
architectul'al, eng'ineering and builder's fees, the actual cost of reconstruction, rehabili
tation, remodeling or initial repair of existing buildings and improvements, reasonable 
management costs' until the development is ready for use, and the actual cost' of 
improving that portion of the development area which is to remain as open' space, ' 
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together with such additions to developinent cost as shall equal the actual cost of addi-' 
tions to or ,changes in the development in accordance with the original development 
plan or after approved changes.in or amendments thereto . 

• (g) "Development plan" shall mean a plan for the redevelopment of all or any part 
of an area, and shall include any amendments thereto approved in aCCOi'dance with the, 
requirements of s. 66.407. , 

(h) ,"Local governing body',' shall mean the hoard ,of aldermen, common council, 
council, commission or other board 01' body vested by the charter of the city 01' other 
law with jurisdiction to adopt 01' enact ordinances 01' local laws. 

(i) "Local taxation" and "local tax" shall include stats, county, city, and school 
taxes, any special district taxes, ,and atiy other tax on real property, but shall not 
include assessments for benefit improvements. 

(j) "Maximum assessed valuation" shall mean, ,with respect to any local tax on any 
parcel of real property, the last assessed valuation of such parcel appearing on the 
assessment roll, .prior to the transfer of such parcel to the redevelopment corporation. 

(k) ":Maximum exemption period" shall mean, with respect to any ,parcel of real 
property, the period commencing with, the acquisition of suc4 parcel by the redevelopment 
corporation, or the adoption of the resolution of approval required by s. 66.406, which-, 
ever is later in time, and lasting for such period, not exceeding 30 years from the date 
of completion, as certified to by the city department 01' body having jurisdiction over 
buildings and improvements, of the buildings or improvements: required to be built on 
01' made to such parcel by the developlfient plan, a(:l,may he designated in the ordina,r;tce 
or local law, if any, adopted 01' enactE!d by,the local governing jJody pursuant to so 66.409 
(1), but not in excess of the period of tinie during '\Vm,ch such parcel of real property 
is owned by, the redevelopment corporation.' " ' "', , ' , 

(1) "Maximumc1ividel~d" shall mean, during the tax exemption period,disbursements 
t9,cover all interes,t and dividends nO,t to exceed 6 pel' cent of the, development cost. 

(m) "Maximum local tax" shall mean the local. tax on any pflI:qel o,f real property' 
which wouldhaye been payable on such Pllrcel bflsedon,themaximum assessed valulltioll 
thereof as arrived at, under subsection (3) (j). " , ' , ' " ' " ' , 

(n) "Mortgage" shall mean a mortg:age, h:ust indenture, de~d.of trust, ~mildirig a,nd 
loan contract or other instrument creatplg a'he.\! onre!!l property, !lnd the llldebtedness 
secured by each of them,. ' , , ',"",',' , 

(0) "Neighborhood unit" shaH mea~ ,a pI:imarily, res~dential district having the 
facilities necessary for well-roul}ded, famIly hVlllg, such as schools, parks, p][lygrOl,mds, 
parking areas, and local shopping districts. " ,,- " , " 

(p) "Planning commission" shall mean the official )mreau, board, comllli;;;sion, or 
agency ,of the city established under the general ~ity law or under a general or spec'ial 
char'tel' ,and allthorized to prepare, adopt and amend 01' modify a master plan for the 
c1evelolJment of the city. ' " , " " 

(q) "Real property" shall include lands, buildings, improvements, landlinder water, 
waterfront property, and any and all easements, franchises and hereditaments, 
corporeal or incorporeal, and every estate, interest, privilege, easement, franchise and 
right therein, or appurtenant thereto, legal or equitalJle,including rights-of~way, terms 
for years and liens, charges, or incl1lubrances by mortgage, 'jUdgment or otherwise; 

(1') "Redevelopment" shall mean the clearance, replanning, reconstruction or 
rehabilitation of an area, or part thereof, and the provision of such' industrial, 'com-
1l1el'cial;' resi(1ential or public structures or spaces as, may be appropriate! inclnding 
recl'eational and other facilities incidental orappurtenaiit thereto. , ' 

" (s) "Redevelopment cOl'IJoration" shallnieilll aC0l1)oration carrying out a redevelop-
ment plan undei' sections 66.405 to '66.425,' ' ':,", , ' 

66.406 Urban redevelopment; plans, approval. (1) A development plan shall con
tain such information as the planning' commission shall, by rule or regUlation ,require, 
~~~: ' " ' 

(a) A metes and bounds description of the development area; 
(b) A statement; of the real property' in the development area fee title .to which the 

city proposes to acquil;e and a statement of the interests to be acquired in any other real, 
property by the city; :,' , 

( c) A statement of the various stages, if more than one is intended, by which the de
velopment is proposed to be constructed or undertaken, and the time limit for the com
pletion of each stage, together with a metes and bonnds description of the real property 
to be included in each stage; 

(d) A statement of the existing buildings or improvements in the development al'ea, 
to be demolished immediately, if any; , 

(e) A statement of the existing buildings or improvements, in the development area 
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not to be demolished immediately, if any, and the approximate period of time during 
which the demolition, if any, of each such building or improvement is to take place; 

(f) A statement of the proposed improvements, if any, t.o each building not to be de
molished immediately, any proposed repairs or alterations to such building, and the ap
proximate period of time during which such improvements, repairs or alterations are t() 
be made; 

(g) A statement of the type, number and character of each new industrial, commer
cial, residential or other building or improvement to be erected or made; and a statement 
of the maximum limitations upon the bulk of such lmildings or improvements to be per
mitted at various stages of the development plan; 

(h) A statement of those portions, if any, of the development area which may be per
mitted or will be required to be left as open space, the use to which each such open space 
is to be put, the period of time each such open space will be required to remain an open 
space and the manner in which it will be improved and maintained, if at all; 

(i) A statement of the proposed changes, if any, in zoning ordinances or maps, neces
sary or desirable for the development and its protection against blighting influences; 

(j) A statement of the proposed changes, if 'any, in streets or street levels and any 
proposed street closings; 

(k) A statement of the character of the existing dwelling accommodations, if any, in 
the development area, the approximate number of families residing therein, t.ogether with 
a schedule of the l'entals being paid by them, and a schedule of the vacancies in such ac
commodations, together with the rental demanded therefor; 

'(1) A statement of the character, approximate number of units, approximate rentals 
and approximate date of availability of the proposed dwelling accommodations, if any, 
to be fmnished during construction and upon completion of the development; 

(m) A statement of the proposed method of financing the development, in sufficient 
detail to evidence the probability that the redevelopment corporation will be able to 
finance or arrange to flnance the development; 

(n) A statement of persons who it is proposed will be active in or associated with the 
management of the corporation during a period of at least one year from the date of the 
approval of the development plan, 

(0) The development plan, and any application to the planning commission or local 
governing body for approval thereof, may contain in addition such other st.atements or 
material as may be deemed relevant by the proposer thereof, including suggestions for the 
clearance, replanning, reconstruction or rehabilitation of one or more areas which may be 
larger than the development area but which include it, and any other provisions for the 
redevelopment of such area or areas, 

(2) No development shall be actually initiated until the adoption of a resolution of 
approval of the development plan therefor by both the planning commission and tIle local 
governing body, 

(3) The planning commission may approve a development plan after a public hear
ing, and shall determine: 

(a) That the area within which the development area is included is substandard or in
sanitary and that the redevelopment of the development area in accordance with the de
velopment plan is necessary or advisable to effectuate the public purposes declared in 
section 66.4005 (2); 

(b) That the development plan is in accord with the master plan, if any, of the city; 
(c) That the development area is not less than 100,000 square feet in area, except that 

it may be smaller in area when undertaken in connection with a public improvement, but 
in any event of sufficient size to allow its redevelopment in an efficient and economically 
satisfactory manner and to contribute substantially to the improvement of the area in 
which the development is located; 

(d) That the val'ious stages, if any, by which the development is proposed to be con
structed or undertaken, as stated in the development plan, are practicable and in the pub
lic interest; 

(e) That the public facilities based on whether the development be a residential, in
dustrial or commercial one are presently adequate or will be adequate at the time that the 
development is ready for use to serve the development area; 

(f) That the proposed changes,jf any, in the city map, in zoning ordinances or maps 
and in streets and street levels, or any proposed st.reet closings, are necessary or desirable 
for the development and its protection against blighting influences and for the city as a 
whole; 

(g) Upon data submitted by or on behalf of the redevelopment corporation, or upon 
data otherwise available to the planning commission, that there will be available for occu
pation by families, if any, then occupying dwelling accommodations in the development 
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area legal accommodations at substantially similar rentals in the development area or 
elsewhere in a suitable location in the city, and that the carrying into effect of the develop
ment plan will not cause undue hardship to such families. The notice of the public hear
ing to be held by the planning commission prior to approval by it of the development plan 
shall contain separate statements to the effect that before the development plan is ap
proved, the planning commission must make the determination required in this paragraph, 
and that if the development plan is approved, real property in the development area is 
subject to condemnation. 

(h) Any such determination upon approval by the local governing body, shall be con
clusive evidence of the facts so determined except upon proof of fraud or wilful mis
feasance. In arriving at such determination, the planning commission shall consider only 
those elements of the development plan relevant to such determination under paragraphs 
(a) to (g) and to the type of development which is physically desirable for the develop
ment area concerned from a city planning viewpoint, and from a neighborhood unit view
point if the development plan provides that the development area is to be primarily resi
dential. 

(4) The local governing body, by a two-thirds vote of the members elect thereof, may 
approve a development plan, but no resolution of approval shall be adopted by it unless 
and until the planning commission shall first have approved thereof ailel there has been 
filed with the local governing body the development plan, the determination by the plan
ning commission, and unless and 1,1lltil the local governing body shall determine: 

(a) That the proposed method of financing the development is feasible arid that it is 
probable that the redevelopment corporation will be able to finance or arrange to finance 
the development. , ' 

(b) That the persons who it is proposed will be active in or associated with the man-, 
agemcnt of the redevelopment corporation during a period of at least one year from the 
date of the approval of the development plan have sufficient ability and experience to 
cause the development to be undertaken, consummated and managed in a satisfactory 
manner. 

(c) Any such determination shall be conclusive evidence of the facts so determined 
except upon proof of fraud or wilful misfeasance. In considering whether or not a resolu
tion of approval of the development plan shall be adopted, the local governing body shall 
consider those elements of the development plan relevant to such determination under 
paragraphs (a) and (b). 

(5) The planning commission and the local governing body, by a two-thirds vote of 
the members elect thereof, may approve an amendment or amendments to a development 
plan, but no such amendment to a development plan which has theretofore been approved 
bY the planning commission and the local governing body shall be approved unless and 
until an application therefor has been filed with the planning commission by the redevel
opment corporation containing that part of the material required by subsection (1) which 
shall be relevant to the proposed amendment, and unless and until the planning commis
sion and the local governing body shall make the determinations required by subsection 
(3) or (4) which shall be relevant to the proposed amendment. 

(6) The planning commission and the local governing body may, for the guidance of 
pl'Ospective proponents of development plans, fix general standards to which a develop
ment plan shall conform. Variations from such standards may be allowed for the ac~ 
complishment of the purposes of sections 66.405 to 66.425. Such standards may contain 
provisions more restrictive than those imposed by applicable planning, zoning, sanitary 
and building laws, ordinances and regulations. 

(7) A local housing authority where such exists under sections 66.40 to 66.404 is 
hereby authorized to render such advisory services in connection with the preliminary 
surveys, studies and preparation of a development plan as may be requested by a city 
planning commission and charge fees for such services on the basis of actual cost. 

66.407 Urban redevelopment; limitations on corporations. No redevelopment cor
poration shall: 

,(1) Undertake any eIearance, reconstruction, improvement, alteration or construc
tion in connection with any development until the approvals required by' section 66.406 
have been made; 

(2) Change, aIter, amend, add to or depart from the development plan until the 
planning commission and the local governing body have approved that portion of such 
change, alteration, amendment, addition or departure relevant to the determination re
quired to be made by it as set forth in section 66.406; 

(3) After a development has been commenced, sell, transfer or assign any real prop
erty in the development area without first obtaining the consent of the local governing 
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body, which consent may be withheld only if the sale, transfer or assignment is made for 
the purpose of evading the provisions of sections 66.405 to 66.425; 

(4) Pay as ccmpensation for sei"vices to, or enter into contracts for the payment of 
compensation fOl' services to, its officers or employes in an amount greater t.han the limit 
thereon' contained 'in the development plan, or in default thereof, then in an amount 
greater thall the reasonable value of the services performed or to be perfor.llH~dby such 
officers or employes; " , 

(5) ,Ll'ase an entire building or improvement in the development area to any' person 
or corporati0l1 without obtainulg the approval of the local governing body which'may 
be ,withheld only if the lease is being made ,for the purpose of evading the provisions of 
sections 66.405 to 66.425; , " " 

(6) Mortgage any of its real property without obtaining the approvat of the local 
governmg body; , ", 

(7) Make any gual'antee without obtaining the approval of the local governing body;, 
(8) Dissolve without obtaining the approval of the local governing body, which may 

be given upon such c0l1ditions as 'said' body may deem necessal'Y or appropriate to the 
protection of the interest, qf the city ill the proceeds of the sale of the real propel'ty as 
to at1Y property or work'turnecl into' the development 'by the city. Such approval is to 
be indorsed on the cel'tificitte of dissolution and such cettificate is not to be filed in the 
department of state in the absence of such indorsement; , . ' 

, (9) l;{eorganize w'ithout obtaining the approval of the local governing body: 

. 66.408 . Urbanredevelopm~nt; reg~lation of corporatio~s .. (1) ApPLIOA.TION OF OTHER 
COl',PORAT):ON LAWS TO REDEVELOPMENT CORPORATIONS. The provisions of the general cor
poration law as presently in effect and as hereafter from time to ,time amended, shall 
a:pJ?,l:y~o.l:ede'Velopment corporations, e~cept where such provisions are in conflict-with 
the provlslOns of ss. 66.405 to 66.425. 
f,(2)(JONSIDERATIONFOR ISSVANCE OF STO~~, nqND!3 ,OR .INCOME DEBENTURE!3. No re

clE)Yeiopment corporatio~ .shall issuy stocks, bonds O~" il!-come debentures, eicept f9r, money 
01: property (l.ctuallyrecelved for Ule use "and l\1wful pllrposes of the corporation 01' serv~ 
iGesaGtu/l.lly. performed for the corporatIon. . " ' , 

(3) DETERlII~NATION OF DEVELOPMENT COST. (a) Upon the completiQl1 of adeyelop-
1l1€.;nt.;!l redevelopment corp,oration. shal,l, 01' upon the completion of a principal part of 
a~le,:elopment. a redevelopment corporation may, file with the planning cqmmission an 
audited statement .of the develoPment cost thereof. Within a reasonable time after the 
fi,li~g- Ofiluch sta,tement,. theplal1llmg- commission sh.all deter,mme the devel{)pment cost 
applical~le to the c1ev(;lopment or such p01~tionthereof and shall issue to the redevelop
ment .co,rporation a ce1'tificate stating the amount thereof as so determined., 

(b) A redevelopment c01'poration may, at any time, whether prio~ o~· subsequent to 
the undertaking of any contrac,t 01' expense, apply to the planning commission for !l. 
l'uling as to whether any particular item of cost therem. may be mcluded in (ievelopment 
cost when finally determined by the plannhlg' commission, and the amount thei·eof. The 
plann'ing' commission shall, within a ~"easo~lable time after such application, render a 
l'llJingthereon, and in the event that it shall be ruled that any item of cost may be in
cluded in development cost, the amount thlireoL as' so detel'mined shall be so included in 
develoPlllent cost when finally detel·minec1. '. . "'.' 

(4) REGULATION OF REDEVELOPlIIENT CORPORATIONS. 4 redevelopment corporation 
sh.all: . . . . 

(a) Furnish to the planning cominission from time to time, as l'equil'edby it, .but 
with respect to reg-ular reports not .more often than ollce, evei'Y 6 months, such financial 
information, statements, audited repo~·ts or ot-hel' material as such commission shall re
quire, each of which shall confo1'm to such standards of accounting and financial pro-
cedure as the planning commission may, by gelleral regulation prescribe, " 

(b) Establish and maintain such depreciation and other reserves, surphls and other, 
accounts as the planning commission :rp.ay reasonably l'equire, including- a yearly.reserve 
with respect to each:parcel of Teal property held by the redevelopment cOrPPl'ation against 
the increase in local taxes after the expiration of the maximum exemptiol1 period, which, 
shall be equal to 20 per cent of the difference between the maximum loc,al tax on the real 
pr{)perty of .the redevelopment corpOJ:ation and the Idcal tax which would have been pay
able except forIhe tax exemption period provided for in section 66.409. .' . 

66.409 Urban redevelopment; exemption as to local taxation. (1) A local govern-, 
ing body is hereby authorized, by adopting or enacting an ordinance or local law, to 
exempt 'real property held by red~velopment corporations during a, maximum exemption 
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period, which shall not exceed 30 years, from any increase in any local tax over the maxi
mum local tax. After the adoption or enactment of such an ordinance or local law, cvery 
parcel of real property held by the redevelopment corporation in the city shall be exempt 
during' the maximum exemption period, from that portion of each and every local tax in 
excess of the maximum local tax. If, during the last year of the maximum 'exemption 
period, such exemption is in existence on the day such local tax, or instalment thereof, 
becomes a lien on such parcel of real property, such exemption shall extend for the full 
tax year for such local tax and shall not be apportioned because of the expiration of the 
maximum exemption period during such tax year. 

(2) For the purpose of fixing' the date of commencement of the maximum exemption 
period for a group of parcels of real property in a developmelit area, a city is hereby 
authorized, with the approval of its local governing body, except that if there is a board 
of estimate in the city, then with the approval of the board of estimate, to contract with 
a redevelopment corporation to place in one or more groups the various parcels of real 
property therein. Such a contract may provide that all of the parcels in each group may 
be deemed to have had a common stated date of acquisition by the redevelopment cor
poration, regardless of the actual date of acquisition of each parcel contained therein. 
Such agreed date of acqriisition shall thereupon serve as a basis for CODlputing the maxi
mum exemption period for each parcel of rEal property in the g-roup. Such agreed date 
of acquisitiQn shall not be later than the date of the actual acquisition of 011e or more 
parcels of real property in the group. After the' making of any such contract, all of the 
parcels of real property in any such group shall be treated as a unit for the pUl1)oses of 
the assessment and collection of each local tax, and the maximum exemption period so' 
computed shall be binding with respect to each local tax. ' 

66.41 Urban redevelopment; limitation on payment of interest and dividends. 
(1) No redevelopment corporation shall pay any interest on its income debentures or 
dividends on its stock during any ,dividend year, unless there shall exist at the time of. 
any such payment no default under any amortization requirements with respect to its 
indebtedness. 

(2) No redevelopment corporation shall payor declare as interest on its income 
debentures and as dividends on its stock during any dividend year during any 'portion 
of which there shall exist pursuant to section 66.409 any exemption fl'Om local taxation 
on any of its real property, an amount which in the aggregate is in excess of the maximum 
dividend. 

66:411 Urban redevelopment; enforcement of duties. Whenever a redevelopment 
corporation shall not have substantially complied with the development plan within the 
time limits for the completion of each stage thereof as therein stated, reasonable delays 
caused by unforeseen difficulties excepted, or shall do, permit to be done or fail or omit to 
do . anything contrary to. or required of it, as the case may be, by sections 66.405 to 66.425,. 
or shall be about sp to do, permit to be done or fail or omit to have done, as the case may 
be, then any such fact may be certified by the planning commission to the city attorney of 
the city, whp may thereupon commence a proceeding in the circuit court of the county ,in 
which the city is.in whole or in part situated in the .name of the city for the purpose of 
having such action, failure or omission, .01' threatened action, failure or omission, estab
lished by order of the court or stopped, prevented or otherwise rectified by mandamus, 
iI;tjunction or otherwise. Such proceeding shall be commenced by a petition to the circuit 
court aUeging the violation complained of and praying for appropriate relief. It shall 
thereupon be the duty of the court to specify the time, not exceeding 20 days aftel~ serv- . 
ice of a, copy of the petition, withi;n which the redevelopment corpo:ration complained of' 
must answer the petition. The court, shall, immediately after a default in answel'ing or 
after answer, as the case may be, inquire into the facts and circumstances in such mannel~ 
as ,the court shall' direct without other or formal proceedings, and without respect to any 
technical requirements. Such other persons or corporations as it shall seem. to the court 
necessary or propel' to join as parties in order to make its order or judgment effective 
may be joined as parties. The final judgment or order in any such action or pl'oceeding 
shall dismiss the action or proceeding or establish the failure complained of or direCt 
that a mandamus order, or an injunction, or both, issue, or grant such other relief as the 
co~n:-t may deem appl'opriate. 

66.412 Urban redevelopment; transfer of land. Notwithstanding any requirement 
of law to the contrary or the absence of direct provision therefor in the instrument under 
which a fiduciary is acting, every executor, administrator, trustee, guardian or othei' 
person, holding trust funds or acting in a fiduciary capacity, unless the instriIment umler 
which such fiduciary is acting' expressly forbids, the Iltate, its subdivisions, cities, all. other 
public bodies, all public officers, corporations organized under or subject to the pro-, 
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visions of the banking law, the commissioner of banks as conservator, liquidator 01' re
habilitator of any such person, partn6rship or corporation, persons, partnerships and 
corporations organized under or subject to the provisions of the banking law, the com
missioner of insurance as conservator, liquidator or rehabilitator of any such person, 
partnership or corporation, any of which owns or holds any real property within a de
velopment area, may grant, sell, lease or otherwise transfer any such real property to a 
redevelopment corporation, and receive and hold any cash, stocks, income debentures, 
mortgages, or other securities or obligations, secured or unsecured, exchanged therefor 
by such redevelopment corporation, and may execute such instruments and do such acts 
as may be deemed necessary or desirable by them or it and by the redevelopment corpora
tion in connection with the development and the development plan. 

66.413 Urban redevelopment; acquisition of land. (1) A redevelopment corpora
tion may whether before or after the development plan has been approved, acquire real 
property or secure options in its own name or in the name of nominees to acquire real 
property, by gift, grant, lease, purchase or otherwise. 

(2) A city may, upon request by the redevelopment corporation, acquire, 01' obligate 
itself to acquire, for such redevelopment corporation any real property included in such 
certificate of approval of condemnation, by gift, grant, lease, purchase, condemnation, 
or otherwise, according to the provisions of any appropriate general, special or local 
law applicable to the acquisition of real property by the city. Real property acquired 
by a city for a redevelopment corporation shall be conveyed by such city to the redevel
opment corporation upon payment to the city of all sums expended or required to be 
expended by the city in the acquisition of such real property, or leased by such city to 
such corporation, all upon such terms as may be agreed upon between the city and the 
redevelopment corporation to carry out the purposes of sections 66.405 to 66.425. 

(3) The provisions of sections 66.405 to 66.425 with respect to the condemnation of 
real property by a city for a redevelopment corporation shall prevail over the provisions 
of any other general, special or local law. 

66.414 Urban redevelopment; condemnation for. (1) Condemnation proceedings 
for a redevelopment corporation shall be initiated by a petition to the city to institute 
proceedings to acquire for the redevelopment corporation any real propert.y in the de
velopment area. Such petition shall be gTanted or rejected by the local governing body, 
and the resolution or resolutions granting such petition shall contain a requirement that 
ille redevelopment corporation shall pay to the city all sums expended or required to be 
expended by the city in the acquisition of such real property, or for any real property 
to be conveyed to the corporation by the city in connection with the plan, and the time 
of payment and manner of securing payment thereof, and may require t.hat the city shall 
receive, before proceeding with the acquisition of such real property, such assurances as 
to payment or reimbursement by the redevelopment corporation, or otherwise, as the city 
may deem advisable. Upon the passage of a resolution or resolutions by the local gov
erning body grant.ing the petition, the redevelopment corporation shall cause to be made 
3 copies of surveys or maps of the real property described in the petition, one of which 
shall be filed in the office of the redevelopment corporation, one in the office of the city 
attorney of the city, and one in the office in which instruments affecting real propert.y in 
the county are recorded. The filing of such copies of surveys 01' maps shall constitute the 
acceptance by the redevelopment corporation of the ter111S and condit.ions contained in 
such resolution or resolutions. The city may conduct any condemnation proceedings either' 
under chapter 32 or at its option, under other laws applicable to such city. When title 
to the real property shall have vested in the city, it shall conveyor lease the same, with 
any other real property to be conveyed 01' leased to the corporation by the city in connec
tion with said plan, to the redevelopment corporation upon payment by the redevelop
ment corporation of the sums and the giving of the security required by the resolution 
granting the petition. 

(2) The following provisions shall apply to any proceedings for the assessment of 
compensation and damages for real property in a development area taken or to be taken 
by condemnation for a redevelopment corporation: 

(a) For the purpose of sections 66.405 to 66.425, the award of compensation shall not 
be increased by reason of any increase in the value of the real property caused by the 
assembly, clearance or reconstruction, 01' proposed assembly, clearance or reconstruction 
for the purposes of sections 66.405 to 66.425 of the real property in the development area. 
No allowance shall be made for improvements begun on real property after notice to the 
owner of such property of the inst.itution of the proceedings to condemn such property. 

(b) Evidence shall be admissible bearing' upon the insanitary, unsafe or substandard 
condition of the premises, or the illegal use thereof, or the enhancement of rentals from 
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such illegal use, and such evidence may be considered in fixing the compensation to be 
paid, notwithstanding that no steps to remedy or abate such conditions have been taken 
by the department or officers having jurisdiction. If a violation order is on file against the 
premises in any such department, it. shall constitute prima facie evidence of the existence 
of the condition specified in such order. 

(c) If any of the real property in the development area which is to be acquired by 
condemnation has, prior to such acquisition, been devoted to another public use, it may 
nevertheless be acquirecl provided that no real property belonging to the city or to any 
other governmental body, or agency or instrumentality thereof, cOl'porate or otherwise, 
may be acquired without its consent. No real property belonging' to a public utility cor
poration may be acquired without the approval of the commission or other officer or 
tribunal having regulatory power over such corporation. 

(d) Upon the trial a statement, affidavit, deposition, report, tmnscript of testimony in 
an action or proceeding, or appraisal made or given by any owner or prior owner of the 
premises taken, or by any person on his behalf, to any court, governmental bureau, de
partment or agency respecting the value of the real property for tax purposes, shall be 
relevant, material and competent upon the issue of value of damage and shall be admis
sible on direct examination. 

(e) The term "owner", as used in this section, shall include a person having an estate, 
interest or easement in the real property to be acquired or a lien, charge or incumbrance 
thereon. 

66.415 Urban redevelopment; continued use of land by prior owner. (1) When 
title to real property has vested in a redevelopment corporation or city by gift., grant, 
devise, purchase or in condemnation proceedings or otherwise, the redevelopment COl'pO
ration or city, as the case may be, may agree with the previous owners of such property, 
or any tenants continuing to occupy or use it, or any other persons who may occupy or use 
or seek to occupy or use such property, that such former owner, tenant or other persons 
may occupy or use such property upon the payment of a fixed sum of money for a definite 
term or upon the payment periodically of an agreed sum of money. Such occupation or 
use shall not be construed as a tenancy from month to month, nor require the giving of 
notice by the redevelopment COrlJoration or the city, as the case may be, for the termina
tion of such occupation or use or the right to such occupation or nse, but immediately 
upon the expiration of the term for which payment has been made the redevelopment cor
poration or city, as the case may be, shall be entitled to possession of the real property 
and may maintain summary proceedings, obtain a writ of assistance, and shall be entitled 
to such other remedy as may be provided by law for obtaining immedia.te possession 
thereof. A former owner, tenant or other person occupying or using such property shall 
not be required to give notice to the redevelopment corporation or city, as the case may 
be, at the expiration of the term for which he has made payment for such occupation 01' 

use, as a condition to his cessation of occupation or use and termination of liability 
therefor. 

(2) In the event that a city has acquired real property for a redevelopment corpora
tion, the city shall, in transferring title to the redevelopment corporation, deduct. from 
the consideration or other moneys which the redevelopment corporation has become obli
gated to pay to the cit.y for such purpose, and credit the redevelopment corporation with, 
the amounts received by the city as payment for temporary occupation and use of the real 
property by a former owner, tenant, or other person, as in this section provided, less the 
cost and expense incurred by the city for the maintenance and operation of such real 
property. 

66.416 Urban redevelopment; borrowing; mortgages. (1) Any redevelopment cor
poration may borrow funds and secure the repayment thereof by mortgage. Every such 
mortgage shall contain reasonable amortization provision~ and shall be a lien upon no 
other real property except that forming the whole or a pa~1't of a single development area. 

(2) Certificates, bonds and notes, or part interests therein, 01' any part of an issue 
thereof, which are issued by a. redevelopment corporation and secured by a first mortgage 
on the real propert.y of the redevelopment corporation, 01' any part thereof, shall be se
curities in which all the following pel'sons, partnerships or corporations and public bodies 
or public officers may legally invest the funds within their control, provided that the prin" 
cipal amount thereof shall not exceed the limits, if any, imposed by law for such invest
ments by the person, partnership, corporation, public body or public officer making the 
same: Every executor, administratOl', trustee, guardian, committee or other person or cor
poration holding trust funds or acting' in a fiduciary capacity; the state, its subdivisions, 
cities, all other public bodieB, all public officers; persons, partnerships and corporat.ions 
organized under or subject to the provisions of the banking' law (including savings banks, 
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savings and loan associations, trust companies, bankers and private banking corporations) ; 
the commissioner of banks as conservator, liquidator or rehabilitator of any such person, 
partnership or corporation; persons, partnerships or corporations organized under or 
subject to the provisions of t.he insurance law; and the commissioner of insurance as con
servator, liquidator 01' rehabilitator of any such person, rrartnershiporcorporatioll. 

(3) Any mortgage on the real property in a development area, or any part thereof, 
may create a first lien, or a second or other junior lien, upon such real property. 

(4) The limits as t.o principal amount secured by mortgage l'eferred to in subsection 
(2) shall not apply to certificates, bonds and notes, or part interests therein, or any part 
of an issue thereof, which are secured by first mortgage on real property in a develop
ment area, or any part thereof, which the federal housing administrat.or has insured or has 
made a commitment to insure under the national housing act. Any such person, partner
ship, cOl'poration, public body or public officer may receive and hold any debentures, cer
tificates or other instruments issued or delivered by the federal housing administrator, 
plll'suant to the national housing act, in compliance with the contract of insurance of a 
mortgage on real property in the development area, or any part thereof. 

66.417 Urban redevelopment; sale or lease of land. (1) The local governing body 
may by resolution determine that real property, title to which is held by the city, speci
fied and described in such resolution, is not required for use by the city and may autho1'
ize t.he city to sell or lease such real property to a redevelopment corporation; provided, 
that the title of the city to snch real property be not declared inalienable by charter of the 
city, or other similar law 01' instrument. 

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of any general, special or local law or ordinance, 
such sale 01' lease may be made without appraisal, public notice or public bidding for 
such price or rental and upon sucb terms (and, in case of a lease, for such term not ex
m;eding 60 years with a right of renewal upon such terms) as may be agreed upon between 
the city and the redevelopment corporation t.o calTY out the purposes of sections 66.405 
to 66.425. 

(3) Before any sale 01' lease to a redevelopment corporation shall be authOl'ized, a 
public hearing shall be held by the local governing body to consider the proposed sale 01' 

lease. 
(4) Notice of such hearing shall be published at least 10 days before Lhe date set for 

the hearing in such publication and in such manner as may be designated by the local 
governing body. 

(5) The deed 01' lease of such real property shall be executed in the same manner as 
a deed or lease by the city of other real property owned by it and may contain appropriate 
conditions and provisions to enable the city to reenter the real property in the event of a 
violation by the redevelopment corporation of any of the provisions of sections 66.405 to 
66.425 relating to such redevelopment COl'Poration 01' of the conditions or provisions of 
such deed 01' lease. 

(6) A redevelopment corporation purchasing or leasing real property from a city 
shall not, without the written approval of the city, use such real property for any purpose 
except in connection with its development. The deed shall contain a condition that the 
redevelopment corporation will devote the real property granted only for the purposes 
of its development subject to the restrictions of sections 66.405 to 66.425, for breach of 
which the city shall have the right to reenter and repossess itself of the real property. 

66.418 Urban redevelopment; city lease to, terms. If real property of a city be 
leased to a redevelopment corporation: 

(1) The lease may provide that all improvements shall be the property of the lessor; 
(2) The lessor may grant to the redevelopment corporation the right to mortgage the 

fee of such property and thus enable the redevelopment corporation to give as security 
for its notes or bonds a first lien upon the land and improvements; 

(3) The execut.ion of a lease shall not impose upon the lessor any liability 01' obliga
tion in connection with or arising out of the financing, construction, management or oper
ation of a development involving the lanel so leased. The lessor shall not, by executing 
such lease, incur any obligation or liability ,,;ith respect to such leascd premises other 
than may devolve upon the lessor with respect to premises not owned by it. The lessor, 
by consenting to the execution by a redevelopment corporation of a mortgage upon the 
leased land, shall not thereby assume, and such consent shall not be construed as imposing 
upon the lessor, any liability upon the note or bond secured by the niortgage; 

(4) The lease may reserve such easements or other rights in connection with the real 
property as may be deemed necessary or desirable for the future planning and develop-
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ment of the city and the extension of public facilities therein (including also the construc
tion of subways and conduits, the widening and change of grade of streets); and it may 
contain such other provisions for the protection of the parties as are not inconsistent with 
the provisions of sections 66.405 to 66.425. 

66.419 Urban redevelopment; aids by city. In addition to the powers conferred 
upon the city by other provisions of sections '66.405 to 66.425, the local governing body is 
empowered to appropriate moneys for the purpose of and to borrow or to accept grants 
from the federal or state governments or any agency thereof for and in aid of the acqui
sition of any lands required to carry out the plan or the purposes mentioned in section 
66.42; and to these ends, to enter into such contracts, mortgages, trust indentures or 
other agreements as the federal government may require. 

66.42 Urban redevelopment; city improvements. For the purpose of aiding and 
co-operating' in the planning, undertaking, construction or operation of any such plan 
located within the area in which it is authorized to act., any local governing body may 
upon such terms, with 01' without. consideration, as it may determine: 

(1) Cause parks, playgrounds, recreational, community, educational, water, sewer or 
drainage facilities, or any other works which it. is otherwise empowered to undertake, to 
be filrnished adjacent to or in connection with housing projects; 

(2) Furnish, dedicate, close, pave, install, grade, regrade, plan or replan streets, 
roads, roadways, alleys, sidewalks or other places which it is otherwise empowered to 
undertake. 

66.421 Urban redevelopment; appropriations. The city is authorized to appro
priate moneys for the purpose of making plans and sU1'veys to carry out such redevelop
ment, and for any purpose required to carry out the intention of sections 66.405 to 66.425. 

66.422 Urban redevelopment; construction of statute. Sections 66.405 to 66.425 
shall be construedlibel'ally to effectuate the purposes hereof, and the enumeration therein 
of specific powers shall not operate to restrict the meaning of any general grant of power 
contained in sections 66.405 to 66.425 or to exclude other powers comprehended in such 
general grant. 

66.424 Urban redevelopment; conflict of laws. In so far as the provisions of sec
tions 66.405 to 66.425 are inconsistent with the provisions of any other law, the provisions 
of these sections shall be controlling. 

66.425 Urban redevelopment; supplemental powers. The powers conferred by sec
tions 66.405 to 66.425 shall be in addition lind supplemental to the powers conferred by 
any other law. 

66.43 , Blighted area law. (1), SHORT TITLE. This section shall be known and may 
be cited and referred to as the "blrghted area law." 

(2) FINDINGS AND DECLARATION OF NECESSIT'Y. It is hereby found and declared that 
there have existed and continue to exist in cities within the state, substandard, insanitary, 
dete1'iorated, slum and blighted areas which constitute a serious and growing menace, in
jurious and inimical to the public health, safety, morals and welfare of the residents of 
the state; that the existence of such areas contributes substantially and increasingly to 
the spread of disease and crime (necessitating excessive and disproportionate expendi
hu'es of public funds for the preservation of the public health and safety, for crime pre
vention, correction, prosecution, punishment, and the treatment of juvenile delinquency 
and for the maintenance of adequate police, fire and accident protection, and other public 
services and facilities), constitutes an economic and social liability, substantially im
pairs or arrests the sound growth of cities, and retards the provision of housing accom
modations; that this menace is beyond remedy, and control solely by regulatory process 
in the exercise of the police power and cannot be dealt with effectively by the ordinary 
operations of private enterprise without the aids herein provided; that the acquisition of 
property for the purpose of eliminating substandard, insanitary, deteriorated, slum or 
blighted conditions thereon or preventing recurrence of such conditions in the area, the 
removal of structures and improvement of sites, the disposition of the property for re
development incidental to the foregoing, and. any assistance which may be given by cities 
or any other public bodies in connection therewith, are public uses and purposes for 
which public money may be expended and the power of eminent domain exercised; and 
that the necessity in the public interest for the provisions herein enacted is hereby de
clared as a matter of legislative determination. Nothing herein contained shall be deemed 
to contravene, repeal 01' rescind the finding and declaration of necessity he~'eto£ore set 
forth in s. 66.43 (2) prior to the rec~'eation thereof on July 10, 1953, 



66.43 MUNICIPAL LAW 1284 

(2m) DISCRIMINATION. Persons otherwise entitled to any right, benefit, facility or 
privilege under this section shall not, with reference thereto, be denied them in any man
ner for any purpose nor be discriminated against because of race, color, creed or na
tional origin. 

(3) DEFINITIONS. The following terms whenever used 01' referred to in this section 
shall, for the pUl1)oses of this section and unless a different intent clearly appears from 
the context, be construed as follows: 

(a) "Local legislative body" means the board of aldermen, common council, council, 
commission 01' other board or body vested by the charter of the city or other law with 
jurisdiction to enact ordinances or local laws. 

(b) "City" means any city in the state. 
(c) "Housing" includes housing, dwelling, habitation and residence. 
(d) "Land" includes bare or vacant land, or the land under buildings, structures or 

other improvements, also water and land under water. When employed in connection 
with "use", as for instance, "use of land" or "land use", "land" also includes buildings, 
structures and improvements existing 01' to be placed thereon. 

(e) "Lessee" includes the successors or assigns and successors in title of the lessee. 
(f) "Planning commission" means the board, commission or agency of the city author

ized to prepare, adopt or amend or modify a master plan of the city. 
(g) "Project area" means a blighted area (as defined in this section), 01' portion 

thereof, of such extent and location as adopted by the planning commission and approved 
by the local legislative body as an appropriate unit of redevelopment planning for a re
development project, separate from the redevelopment projects in other parts of the 
city. In the provisions of this section relating to leasing or sale by the city, for abbre
viation "project area" is used for the remainder of the project area after taking out those 
pieces of property which shall have been or are to be transferred for public uses. 

(h) "Purchaser" includes the successors or assigns and successors in title of the 
purchaser. 

(i) "Real property" includes land; also includes land together with the buildings 
structures, fixtures and other improvements thereon; also includes liens, estates, ease~ 
ments and other interests therein; and also includes restrictions or limitations upon the 
use of land, buildings or structures, other than those imposed by exercise of the police 
power. 

(j) 1. "Blighted area" means any area (including a slum area) in which a majOl'ity 
of the structures are residential (01' in which there is a predominance of buildings or in;
provements, whether residential of nonresidential), and which, by reason of dilapidation, 
deteriOl'ation, age 01' obsolescence, inadequate provision for ventilation, light, ail', sanita
tion, or open spaces, high density of population and overcrowding, or the existence of 
conditions which endanger life 01' property by fire and other causes, or any combination 
of such factors, is conducive to ill health, transmission of disease, infant mortality, juve
nile delinquency and crime, and is detrimental to the public health, safety, morals or wel
fare. 

2. "Redevelopment project" means any work 01' undertaking to acquire blighted areas 
or portions thereof, and lands, structures, or improvements, the acquisition of which is 
necessary or incidental to the propel' clearance 01' redevelopment of such areas or to the 
prevention of the spread 01' recurrence of slum conditions 01' conditions of blight in such 
areas; to clear any such areas by demolition or removal of existing buildings, structures, 
streets, utilities, 01' other improvements thereon and to install, construct, or reconstruct 
streets, utilities, and site improvements essential to the preparation of sites for uses in 
accordance with a redevelopment plan; or to sell, lease or otherwise make available land 
in such areas for residential, recreational, commercial, industrial 01' other use or for pub
lic use, or to retain such land for public use, in accordance with a redevelopment plan. 
The term "redevelopment project" may also include the preparation of a redevelopment 
plan, the planning, surveying, and other work incident to a redevelopment project, and 
the preparation of all plans and arrangements for carrying out a redevelopment project. 
"Redevelopment plan" means a plan for the acquisition, clearance, reconstruction, reo 
habilitation or future use of a redevelopment project area. 

(k) "Redevelopment company" means a private 01' pul)lic corporation or body cor· 
porate (including a public housing authority) carrying out a plan under this section. 

(1) "Rentals" means rents specified in a lease to be paid by the lessee to the city. 
(m) "Public body" means the state or any city, county, town, village, board, com

mission, authority, district or any other subdivision or public body of the state. 
(4) POWER OF CITIES. (a) Every city is hereby granted (in addition to its other 

powers) all powers necessary or convenient to carry out and effectuate the purposes and 
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provisions of this section, including the following powers in addition to others herein 
granted: 

1. To prepare or cause to be prepal'ed redevelopment plans and to undertake and 
cal'l'y out redevelopment projects within its corporate limits. 

2. To enter into any contracts determined by the local legislative body to be necessal'y 
to effectuate the purposes of this section. 

3. Within its boundaries, to acquire by purchase, eminent domain or otherwise, any 
l'eal or personal property or any interest therein, together with any improvements thel'e
on, necessary or incidental to a redevelopment project; to hold, improve, clear 01' prepare 
for I'e development any such property; to sell, lease, subdivide, retain for its own use, 
mortgage, 01' otherwise incumber 01' dispose of any such property 01' any interest therein; 
to enter into contracts with redevelopers of property containing covenants, restrictions, 
and conditions regarding the use of such property in accordance with a redevelopment 
plan and such other covenants, restrictions and conditions as it may deem necessary to 
prevent a recurrence of blighted areas or to effectuate the purposes of this section; to 
make any of such covenants, restrictions, conditions or covenants running with the land, 
and to provide appl'opriate remedies for any breach thereof. 

4. To borrow money and issue bonds, and to apply for and accept advances, loans, 
grants, contl'ibutions, and any other form of financial assistance from the federal, state 
or county government, or othel' public body or from any sources, for the purpose of this 
section; to give such security as may be required, and to enter into and carl'y out con
tracts in connection thel'ewith. 

(b) Condemnation proceedings for the acquisition of real property necessary or in
cidental to a redevelopment project shall be conducted in accordance with ch. 32 or any 
other laws applicable to the city. 

( c) Notwithstanding any othel' pl'ovision of law, the local legislative body may desig
nate the housing authority of the city, as the agent of the city, to do all acts which would 
otherwise be performed by the planning commission under this section; and the housing 
authority is hereby empowered to perform such acts; except, the development of a gen
eral plan of the city, which function shall be reserved to the planning commission. 

(5) GENERAL AND PROJEOT AREA REDEVELOPMENT PLANS. (a) The planning com
mission is hereby directed to make and, from time to time, develop a comprehensive or 
general plan of the city, including the appropriate maps, charts, tables and descriptive, 
interpretive and analytical matter, which plan is intended to serve as a general frame
work or guide of development within which the various area and redevelopment projects 
under this section may be more precisely planned and calculated, and which compre
hensive or general plan shall include at least a land use plan which designates the 
proposed general distribution and general locations and extents of the uses of the land 
for housing, business, industry, recreation, education, public buildings, _public reserva
tions and other general categOlies of public and private uses of the land. 

(b) For the exel'cise of the powel'S granted and for the acquisition and disposition 
of l'eal property fol' the redevelopment of a project area, the following steps and plans 
shall be requisite, ,namely: 

1. Designation by the planning commission of the boundaries of the project area pro
posed by it for redevelopment, submission of such boundalies to the local legislative body 
and the adoption of a resolution by said local legislative body declaring such area, to be 
a blighted area in need of redevelopment. 

2. Adoption by the planning commission and appl'oval by the local legislative body 
of the redevelopment plan of the project area. Such redevelopment plan shall conform 
to the general plan of the city and shall be sufficiently complete to indicate its relation
ship to definite local objectives as to appropriate land uses, improved traffic, public trans
portation, public utilities, recreational and community facilities, and other public im~ 
provements in the project area, and shall include, without being limited to, a statement 
of the boundaries of the project area; a map showing existing uses and conditions of real 
property therein; a land use plan showing proposed uses of the area; information sl1Ow
ing the standards of population density, land coverage, and building intensity in the area 
after redevelopment; a statement of proposed cllanges, if any, in zoning ordinances or 
maps and building codes and ordinances; a statement as to the kind and number of site 
improvements and additional public utilities which will be required to support the new 
land uses in the area after redevelopment; and a statement of a feasible method proposed 
for the relocation of families to be displaced from the project area. 

3. Approval of a redevelopment plan of a project area by the local legislative body 
may be given only after a public hearing conducted by it, and a finding by it that said 
plan is feasible and in conformity with the general plan of the city. Notice of such hear
ing-, describing the time, date, place, and purpose of the hearing and generally identifying 
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the project area, shall be given by publication for 2 consecutive weeks in a newspaper 
having general circulation in the city, the last publication to be at least 10 days .prior to 
the date set for the hearing. All interested parties shall be afforded a reasonable 'oppor
tunity at the hearing to express their vie'.vs respecting the proposed plan, but the hearing 
shall be only for the P1111)OSe of assisting the local legislative body in making its deter
mination. . 

(c) In relation to the location and extent of public works and utilities, public build
ings and other public uses in the general plan or in a project area plan, the planning 
commission is directed to confer with such other public officials, boards, authorities 
and agencies under whose administrative jUl'isdictions such uses respectively fall. 

(d) After a project area redevelopment plan of a project area shall have been adopt
ed by the planning commission and approved by the local legislative body, the planning 
commission may at any time certify said pIau to the local legislative body, whereupon 
said body shall proceed to exercise the powers granted to it in this section for the 
acquisition and assembly of the real property of the area. Following such certification, 
no new construction shall be authorized by any agencies, boards or commissions of the 
city, in such area, unless as authorized by the local legislative body including substantial 
remodeling or conversion 01' rebuilding, enlargement or extension of major structural 
improvements on existing buildin g'S, but not including ordinary maintenance or re
modelling or changes necessary to continue the occupaney. 

(6) TRANSFER, LEASE OR SALE OF REAL PROPERTY IN PROJEOT AREAS FOR PUBLIC' AND 
PRIVATE USES. (a) After the real property in the project area shall have been assembled, 
the city shall have power to lease or sell all or any part of said real property (including 
streets or parts thereof to be closed or vacated in accordance with the plan) to a rede
velopment company or to an individual or a partnership for use in accordance with the 
redevelopment plan. Such real property shall be leased or sold at its fair yalue fotuses 
in. accordance with the redevelopment plan notwithstanding such value may be less than 
the cost of acquiring and preparing' such property for redevelopment. In determining 
such fair value, a city shall take into account and give consideration to the uses and pur-. 
poses required by the plan; the restrictions upon and covenants, conditions and obliga
tions assumed by the purchaser or lessee, the objectives of the redevelopment plan for, the 
prevention of the recurrence of slum or blig'hted areas; and such other matters as t.he city 
shall deem appropriate. ' . 

(b) Any such lease or sale may J?e made without public bidding, but only after 'a 
public hearing, after 10 days' public notice, by the planning commission upon the pro
posed lease or sale and the provisions thereof. 

(c) The terms of such lease or sale shall be fixed by the planning' commission and 
approved by the local legislative body and the instrument of lease may provide for re
newals upon reappraisals and with rentals and other provisions adjusted to such re.
appraisals. Every such lease or sale shall provide that the lessee or purchaser shall carry 
out or cause to be carried out the approved project area redevelopment plan or approved 
modifications thereof and that no use shall be made of any land or real property included 
in the lease or sale nor any building or structure erected thereon which does not confOI'm 
to such approved plan or approved modifications thereof. In the instrument or instru
ments of lease 01' sale, the planning' commission, with the approval of the local legislative 
body, may include such other terms, conditions and provisions as in its judgment will 
provide reasonable assurance of the priority of the obligations of the lease or sale and or 
conformance to the plan over any other obligations of the lessee 01' purchaser and .also 
assurance of the financial and legal ability of the lessee or purchaser to carry out and 
conform to the plan and the terms and conditions of the lease or sale; also, such terlns, 
conditions and specifications concerning buildings, improvements, subleases 01' tenancy,' 
maintenance and management and any other matters as the planning commission, with 
the approval of the local legislative body, may impose or approve, including provisions 
whereby the obligations to carry out and confor111 to the project m'ea plan shall run with 
the land. In the event that maximum rentals to be charged to tenants of housing be 
specified, provision may be made for periodic reconsideration of such 'rental bases. 

(d) Until the planning commission certifies, with the approval of the local legislative 
body, that an building constructions and other physical improvements specified to be 
done and made by the purchaser of the area have been completed, the purchaser shall 
have no power to convey the area, 01' any part thereof, without the consent of the plane 
ning commission and the local legislative body, and no such consent shall be given unless 
the grantee of the purchaser oblig'ates itself or himself, by written instrument, to the 
city to carry out that portion of the redevelopment plan which falls within the boun
daries of the conveyed property and also that the grantee, his or its heirs, represen
tatives, successors and assigns, shall have no right OI' power to convey, lease or let tIlE) 
conveyed property or any part thereof, or erect 01' use any building or structure erect· 
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ed thereon free from obligation and requirement to conform to the approved p~'oject 
area redevelopment plan 01' approved modifications thereof, 

(f) The planning commission may, with the approval of the local legislative body, 
cause to have demolished any existing structure or clear the area of any part thereof, 
or may specify the demolition and clearance to be performed by a lessee or purchas81' 
and the time schedule for same, The planning commission, with the approval of the 
local legislative body, shall specify the time schedule and conditions for the construction 
of buildings and other improvements, 

(g) In order to facilitate the lease or. sale of a project area or, in the event that the 
lease or sale is. of parts of an area, the city shall have the power to include in the cost 
payable by it the cost of the construction of local streets and sidewalks within the area 
or of grading and otper local public surface or subsurface facilities necessary for shap
ing the area as the site of the Tec1evelopment of the area, The city may arrange with 
the appropTiatc feeleral, state or county agencies for the reimbursement of such out
lays from funels or assessments raised or levied for such purposes, 

(7) HOUSING .FOR DISPLAOED FAJlnIJIES. In connection with every redevelopment 
plan the. housing authority shall formulate a feasible method for the temporary reloca
tiol1;of persons living in areas that are designated for clearance and redevelopment, In 
addition the housing authority and the local legislative body will assure that decent, 
safe and sanitary dwellings substantially equal in number to the number of substandard 
chvellings to be removed in carrying out the redevelopment are available, or will be 
p,rovided, at Tents or prices within the financial reach of the income groups displaced, 

(8) USE-VALUE .APPRAISALS, After the city shall have assembled and acquired the 
real propeTty of the pToject aTea, it shall, as an aid to it in deteTmining the rentals 
and other terms upon which it will lease or the pTice at which it will sell the area Ol~ 
parts thereof, place a use value upon each piece or tract of land within the area which, 
in accordance with the plan, is to be used for private uses or for low-rent. housing, 
such use value to lJe based on the planned use; and, for the purposes of this use valua
tion, it shall cause a use valuation appraisal to be made by the local tax commissioner 
or . assesior; but nothing contained in this section shall be construed as requiring the 
city to 'base its rentals or selling' prices upon such appraisaL 

(9) PROTEOTION"OF REDEVELOPJlIENT PLAN, (a.) Previous to the execution and de
livery by the city of a lease or conveyance to a redevelopment company, or previous 
to the consent by the city to an assignment, or conveyance by a lessee or purchaser to a 
redevelopment company, the articles or certificate of incorporation or association or 
charter or other basic instrument of such company shall contain provisions so defining, 
limiting' <.Ind reg'ulating the e;Yercise of the powers of the company that neither the 
company nor its stockholders, its officers, its directors, its members, its beneficiaries,' 
its bondholders or other creditors 01' other persons shall have any power to amend oi, 
to effect the amendment of the terms and conditions of the lease 01' the terms and condi~ 
tions of the sale without the consent of the planning commission, together with the ap
proval of the local legislative body, or, in relation to the project area development 
plan, without the approval of any proposed modification in accordance with the pro
visions of subsection (10); and no action of stockholders, officers, directors, bondhold
ers, creditors, partners 01' other persons, nor any reorganization, dissolution, receiver
ship, consolidation, foreclosUTe 01' any other change in the status or obligation of 
any redevelopment company, partnership or individual in any litigation or proce~ding 
in any feeleral or otber court shall effect any release 01' any impairment or modification 
of the lease or terms of sale 01' of the project area redevelopment plan unless such con-' 
sent or approval be obtained. 

(b) Redevelopment corporations may be organized under the general corporation 
law of the state and shall have the power to he a redevelopment company linder this 
section, and to acquire and hold real property for the purposes set forth in this section, 
and to exercise an other powers granted to redevelopment companies in this section, 
subject to the provisions, limitations and obligations herein set forth, 

. (c) A redevelopment company, individual or partnership to which any project 
area or part thereof is leased or sold under this section shall keep books of account 
of its op2rations of or transactions relating to such area 01' part entirely separate and 
distinct from its 01' his accounts of and for any other project area or part thereof or 
any other real property or enterprise; amI no lien or other interest shall be placed upon 
any real property in said area to secure any indebtedness 01' obligation of the redevelop
ment company, individual, or partnership incurred for or in relation to any property 
01' ente11Jl'ise outside of said area. 

(10) MODIFICATION OF DEVELOPJlfENT PLANS. An approved project area redevelop
ment plan may be modified at any time or times after the lease or sale of the area. or 
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part thereof provided that the modification 1)e consented to by the lessee or purchaser, 
and that the proposed modification be adopted by the planning commission and then 
submitted to the local legislative body and approved by it. Before approval, the local 
legislative body shall hold a public hearing on the proposed modification, notice of the 
time and place of which shall be given by mail sent at least 10 days prior to the hearing 
to the then owners of the real properties in the project area and of the real properties 
immediately adjoining or across the street from the project area. The local legislative 
body may refer back to the planning commission any project area redevelopment plan, 
project area boundaries or modification submitted to it, tog'ether with its recommenda
tion for changes in such plan, boundaries or modification and, if such recommended 
changes be adopted by the planning commission and in turn formally approved by the 
local legislative body, the plan, boundaries or modification as thus changed shall be and 
become the approved plall, boundaries or modification. 

(11) LIMITATION UPON TAX EXEMPTION. Nothing contained in tbis section shall be 
construed to authorize or require the exemption of any real property from taxation, 
except real property sold, leased or granted to and acquired by a public housing autllOr
ity. No real property acquired pursuant to this section by a private redevelopment 
company, individual or partnership either by lease or purchase shall be exempt from 
taxation by reason of such acquisition. 

(12) FINANCIAL ASSISTANOE. The city may accept grants or other financial assis
tance from the federal, state and county governments or from other sources to carry out 
the pUl'poses of this section, and may do all things necessary to comply with the condi
tions attached to such grants 01' loans. 

(13) CO-OPERATION AND USE OF CITY FUNDS. (a) To assist any redevelopment project 
located in the area in which it is authorized to act, any public body may, upon such 
terms as it may determine: Furnish services or facilities, provide property, lend or con
tribute funds, and perform any othE:r action of a character which it is authorized to per
form for other purposes. 

(b) Evei'y city may appropriate and use its general funds to carry out the purposes 
of this section and to obtain such funds may, in addition to other powers set forth in this 
section, incur indebtedness, and issue bonds in such amount or amounts as the local legis
lative body determines by resolution to be necessary for the purpose of raising funds for 
use in carrying out the purposes of this section; provided, that any issuance of bonds by 
a city pursuant to this provision shall be in accordance with such statutory and other 
legal requirements as govern the issuance of obligations generally by the city. 

(14) LIMI'l'ED OBLIGA'l'IONS. For the purpose of carrying out or administering a re
development plan or other functions authorized under this section, any city is hereby 
authorized (without limiting its authority under any other law) to issue from time to time 
bonds of the city which are payable solely from and secured by a pledge of and lien upon 
any or all of the income, proceeds, revenues, funds and property of the city derived from 
or held by it in connection with redevelopment projects undertaken pursuant to this sec
tion, including the proceeds of grants, loans, advances or contributions from the federal, 
state or county governments or from other SOUl'ces (including financial assistance fur
nished by the city or any other public body). Bonds issued pursuant to this authority 
shall be in such for111, mature at such time or times, bear interest at such rate or rates, be 
issued and sold in such llIanner, and contain such terms, covenants, and conditions as the 
local legislative body of the city shall, by resolution, determine. Such bonds shall be fully 
negotiable, shall not require a referendum, and shall not be subject to the provisions of 
any other law or charter relating to the issuance or sale of bonds. Oblig'ations under this 
section sold to the United States govel'l1ment need not be sold at public sale. As used in 
this section, "bonds" shall mean any bonds (including refunding bonds), notes, interim 
certificates, debentures or other obligations. 

(15) CONSTRUCTION. This section shall be construed liberally to effectuate the pur
poses hereof and the enumeration therein of specific powers shall not operate to restrict 
the meaning of any general grant of power contained in this section or to exclude other 
powers comprehended in such general grant. 

(16) VALIDATION. All contracts, agreements, obligations and undertakings of cities 
entered into before July 10, 1953 and all proceedings, acts and things undertaken befOl'e 
sneh date, performed or done pursuant to, or purporting to be pursuant to, the blighted 
area law and s. 67.04 (2) (zn), are hereby validated, ratified, confirmed, approved and 
declared legal in all respects, notwithstanding any defect or il'l'egularity therein or any 
want of statutory authority. 

(17) LIQUIDATION AND DISPOSAL. Projects held under this section may be liquidated 
and disposed of under s. 66.40 (25). 
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66.431 Blight elimination and slum cleM'ance act. (1) SHORT TITLE. This section 
shall be known a.ncl may be cited as the "Blight Elimination and Slum Clearance Act." 

(2) FINDINGS. In addition to the findings and declarations made in ss. 66.43 (2) 
and 66.435, which findings and declarations m.'e in all respects affirmed, restated and in
corporated herein, it is further found and declared that the existence of substandard, de
teriorated, slum and blighted areas is a matter of state-wide concern; that it is the policy 
of this state to protect and promote the health, safety, morals and general welfare of the 
people of the state in which such areas exist by the elimination and prevention of such 
areas through the utilization of all means appropriate for that purpose, thereby encour
aging well-planned, integrated, stable, safe and healthful neighborhoods, the provision of 
healthful homes, a decent living environment and adequate places for employment of the 
people of this state and its communities in such areas; that the purposes of this section 
are to provide further for the elimination and prevention of subsia,ndard, deteriorated, 
slum and blighted areas through redevelopment and other activities by state-created agen
cies and the utilization of all other available public and private agencies and resources, 
there by carrying out the policy of this state as heretofore declared; that state agencies 
are necessary in order to carry out in the most effective and efficient manner the state's 
policy and declared purposes for the prevention and elimination of substandard, deteri
orated, slum and blighted areas; and that such state agencies shall be available iu all the 
cities in the state to be known as the redevelopment authorities of the particular cities, to 
cal'l'y out mId effectuate the provisions of this section when the local legislative bodies of 
the cities determine there is a need for them to cal'l'y out within their cities the powers 
and purposes of this section; and any assistance which may be given by cities or any other 
public bodies in connection therewith, are public uses and purposes for which public 
money may be expended; and that the necessity in the public interest for the provisions 
herein enacted is declared a matter of legislative determination. Nothing contained herein 
is deemed to contravene, repeal 01' rescind the finding or declaration of necessity prior to 
the recreation thereof on June 1, 1958. 

(3) R,EDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY. (a) Whereas, it is hereby found and declared that 
a redevelopment authority, flllctioning within a city in which there exists substandard, 
deteriorating, deteriorated, insanitary, slum and blighted areas, constitutes a more effec
tive and efficient means for preventing and eliminating slums and blighted areas in such 
city and preventing the recurrence thereof; therefore, there is hereby created in every 
such city a redevelopment authority, known as the redevelopment authority of the city 
of ...... (which shall he hereafter referred to as "authority," and when so referred to, it 
shaIl he deemed to mean and apply to a redevelopment authority) for the pmpose of 
carrying' out blig'ht elimination, slum clearance, and urban renewal programs and projects 
as hereinafter set forth, together with all powers necessary 01' incidental to effect ade
quate and comprehensive blight elimination, slum clearance and urban renewal programs 
and projects. Such authority shall he authorized to transact business and exercise any of 
the powers herein granted to it following the adoption by the local legislative JJody of a 
resolution declaring in substance that there exists within such city a need for blight elim
ination, slum clearance and urban renewal programs and projects. Upon the adoption of 
such resolution by the local legislative body by a two-thirds vote of its members present, 
a certified copy thereof shall be transmitted to the mayor or other head of the city gov
ernment. Upon receiving such certified copy of such resolution, the mayor or other head 
of the city government shall, with the confirmation of four-fifths of the local legislative 
body, appoint 7 resident freeholders as commissioners of the authority. No more than 2 
of such commissioners shall be officers of the city in which the authority is created. The 
powers of the authority shall be vested in the conllllissioners. In making appointments of 
comnllssioners, the appointing power shall give due consideration to the general interest 
of the appointee in a redevelopment, slum clearance or urbml renewal program and shall, 
insofar as is possible, designate representatives from the general public, labor, industry, 
finance or business group, and civic organizations. Appointees shall have sufficient ability 
and experience in related fields, especially in the fields of finance and management, to 
assure efficiency in the redevelopment program, its plmming and direction. One of such 
7 commissioners shall be a member of the local legislative body who shall serve ex officio. 
Comnllssioners shall receive their actual and necessary expenses, including local traveling 
expenses incurred in the (lischarge of their duties. 

(b) The commissioners who are first appointed shall be designated by the appointing 
power to serve for the following terms: 2 for one year, 2 for 2 years, 1 for 3 years, 1 for 
4 yea,rs, and 1 for 5 yea:rs, from the date of their appointment. Thereafter, the term of 
office shan be for 5 years. A commissioner shall hold his office until a, successor has been 
appointed and qualified. Removals with respect to conllllissionel's of the authority shall 
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be governed by s. 66.40. Vacancies and new appointments shall be filled in the same 
manner as provided in pal'. (a). 

(c) The filing of a certified copy of the resolution above referred to with the city 
clerk shall be prima facie evidence of the authority's right to proceed, and such resolu
tiorishallnot be sllbject to challenge because of any technicality. In any suit, action or 
proceeding commenced against the authority, a certified copy of such resolution shall be 
deemed conclusive evidence that such authority is established and authorized to transact 
bllsiness and exercise its powers hereunder. 

(d) Following the adoption of such resolution, such city shaH thereafter be precluded 
from exer'Cising the' powers provided in s. 66.43 (4), and the authority shall have ex
clusive power to proceed to caTry on the blight elimination, slum clearance and urban 
renewal projects in such city. A city which has initiated a, redevelopment project may 
complete, operate and maintain such project, notwithstanding' the org'anization and func
tioning of an authority in such city. Such authority may, with the consent of the local 
legislative body of such city, pursuant to an agTeement with such city, take over a 
planned 01' existing' redevelopment project instituted by such city, and upon such terms 
and conditions as it deter.mines, not inconsistent with this section, contract to assume, 
exercise, contulUe, perform and carry ont all undertakings, ol)ligations, liabilities, duties, 
rights,powers, plans and activities of such city relating' to such project; but no such 
action shall be taken if there is evidence of indebtedness of such city issued on accolmt of 
8uchproject, unless all holders of such evidence of indebtedness have previously consented 
in wiiting to such action. In those cases where a redevelopment authority created under 
this section has by agreement with a city taken over a, planned 01' existing redevelopment 
'project instituted hy a city under ss. 66.405 to 66,445, and such city has complied with the 
pl'ovisions of existing statutes, including provisions relating to the designation of tlie 
project area for redevelopment, the approval, by the local legislative body of the redevel
opment plan of the project area, and the holding of a public hearing by the local legisla
tive body on the project plan, it shall not be necessary for the redevelopment authority to 
comply with the provisions contained in subs, (6) and (7) relating' to such provisions, it 
being the intention of this paragraph that all actions taken by a city under ss. 66.405 to 
66.445 in reference to the formulation of a redevelopment project, the approval of plans, 
the holding of a public healing' on the plan, and all other statutory requirements taken py 
such city prior to the actual assumption and jurisdiction and control by the redevelopment 
authority shall be considered to be in compliance with parallel 01' similar provisions of this 
section and especially wit,h the pertinent provisions of sub. (6) (a) to (f) and the provi
sions and requirements of such provisions need not be repeated or again complied with, 

(e) 1. Such authority shall have no power, whatsoever, in connection with any public 
housing project; 

2. Persons otherwise entitled to any right, benefit, facility or privilege under this sec
tion shall not, with reference thereto, be denied such right, benefit, facility or privilege in 
any manner for any purpose nor be discriminated against because of race, color, creec1 01' 

national origin, 
(f) In carrying out this section, the authority is deemed an independent, separate and 

distinct public body and a body COll)Orate and politic, exercising public powers determined 
to be necessary hy the state to protect and promote the health, safety and morals of its 
residents, and is authorized to take title to real and personal property in its own name; 
and such authority shall proceed with the acquisition of property by eminent domain 
under ch. 32, or any other law relating specifically to eminent domain procedures of 
redevelopment authorities. 

(g) The authority may employ such personnel as is required for the purpose of car
rying on its duties and responsibilities under civil service. The authority may appoint 
an executive director whose qualifications shall be determined by the authority, Such di
rector shall also act as secretary of such authority and may have such duties, powers and 
responsibilities as may be from time to time delegated to him by the authority. All of 
the employes, including the director of the authority, shall be eligible to participate in 
the same pension system provided for city employes. 

(4) DEFINITIONS, As used or referred to in this section unless the context clearly 
indicates otherwise: 

(a) "City" means any city in the state. 
(h) "Public body" means the state 01' any city, county, town, village, town hoard, 

commission, authority, district, 01' any other subdivision or public body of the state. 
(d) "Local legislative body" means the board of aldermen, COllinon council, council, 

commission or other board or body vested by the charter of the city 01' other law with 
jurisdiction to enact ordinances or local laws. 

(e) "Blighted area" means any area (including a slum area) in which there is a 
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predominance of buildings or improvements, whether residential or nonresidential, which 
by reason of dilapidation, deterioriation, age or obsolescence, inadequate provision for 
ventilation, light, ail', sanitation, 01' open spaces, high density of population and over
crowding, or the existence of conditions which endanger life or propcrty by fire and other 
causes, or any combination of such factors is conducive to ill health, transmission of dis
ease, infant mortality, juvenile delinquency, or crime, and is detrimental to the public 
health, safety, morals or welfare, 01' any area which by reason of the presence of a sub
stantial number of substandard, slum, deteriorated 01' deteriorating structures, predomi
nance of defective or inadequate street layout, faulty lot layout in relation to size, ade
quacy, accessibility or usefulness, insanitary or unsafe conditions, deterioration of site or 
other improvements, diversity of ownership, tax or special assessment delinquency exceed
ing the fair value of the land, defective or mmsual conditions of title, or the existence of 
conditions which endanger life or property by fire and other causes, 01' any combination 
of slwh factors, substantially impairs or arrests the sound growth of a city, retards the 
provision of housing accommodations or constitutes an economic or social liability and is 
a menace to the public health, safety, morals, or welfare in its present condition and use, 
or, any area, which is predominantly open and which because of obsolete platting, diver
sity of ownership,' deterioration of structures or of site improvements, or otherwise, sub
stantially impairs or anests the sound growth of the community, 

, (f) "Blight elimination, slum clearance and urban renewal program", "blig'ht elim
ination and urban renewal program", "redevelopment, shun clearance or urban renewal 
program", "redevelopment or urban renewal program", and "redevelopment program", 
mean undertakings and activities for the elimination amI for the prevention of the devel
opment or spread of blighted areas. 

(g) "Blight elimination, slum clearance and urban renewal project", "redevelopment 
and lu'ban renewal.project", "redevelopment or urban renewal project", "redevelopment 
project", "urban renewal project:', and "project" mean undertakings and activit,ies ina 
project area for the elimination and for the prevention of the development or spread of 
slums and blight, and may involve clearance and redevelopment in a, project area, or 
rehabilitation or conservation in a project area, or any combination or part thereof in 
accordance with a "redevelopment plan", "urban renewal plan", "redevelopment or urban 
renewal plan", "project area plan", or "redevelopment and urban renewal plan" (either 
one Q:t; which means the redevelopment plan of the project ana prepared and approved 
as provided in subs. (6) and (7)). Such undertaking's and activities may include: 

1. Acquisition of a blig'hted a;rea or portions thereof; 
2. Demolition and removal of buildings and improvcments; 
3. Installation, construction, or reconstruction of streets, utilities, parks, playgrounds, 

and othel~ improvements necessary for carrying out in the project, area the objectives of 
this se<\tion in accordance with the redevelopment plan; 

4. Disposition of, any property acquired in the project area (including sale, initial 
leasing',.<;Ir retention by the authority itself) at its fair value for uses in accordance with 
the. redevelopment plan; 

5. Canying out plans for a program of voluntary or compulsory repair and rehabili
tation of buildings 01' other improvements in accordance with the redevelopment plan; and 

6. Acquisition of any othel' real property in the project area where necessary to elim
inate unhealthful, insanitary or unsafe conditions, lessen density, eliminate obsolete or 
other uses detrimental to thc public welfare, or otherwise to remove or prevent the spread 
of blight or deterioration, or to provide land for needed public facilities, 

(h) '(Project area" means a blighted area which the local legislative body declal'esto 
be in need of a, blight elimination, slum clearance and urban renewal project. 

(i) "Real property" includes all lands, together with improvements. and fixtures 
thereon, and property of any nature appurtenant thereto, or used in connection t.here
with, and every estate, interest, rig'ht and use, legal or equitable, therein, including terms. 
for years and liens by way of judgment, mortgag'e or otherwise. 

(j) "Bonds" means any bonds (including refunding bonds), notes, interim certificates, 
certificates of indebtedness, debentures or other obligations. 

(5) POWERS OF REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITIES. (a) Every authority is granted, in 
addition to any other powers, all powers necessary or incidcn tal to carry out and effectu
ate the purposes of this section, including the following powers: 

1. To prepare or cause to be prepared redevelopment plans and urban renewal plans 
and to undertake and cauy out redevelopment and urban renewal projects within the 
corporate limits of the city in which it flmctions. 

2. To enter into any cOl)il'acts determined by the authority to 1)e necessary to effectu
ate the purposes of this section. All contracts, other than those for personal or profes
slo11al services, in excess of $1,500 shall be subject to bid and awm'ded to the lowesb 
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qualified and competent bidc1e1'. The authority shall advertise f01' bids in advertisements 
to be published once a week for 2 consecutive weeks in a newspaper or newspapers having 
general circulation in the city in which the project is to be developed. 

3. Within the boundaries of the city to acquire by purchase, lease, eminent domain, 
or otherwise, any real or personal property 01' any interest therein, together with any im
provements thereon, necessary or incidental to a redevelopment or urban renewal project; 
to hold, improve, clear 01' prepare for redevelopment or urban renewal any such prop
edy; to sell, lease, subdivide, retain or make available for the city's use; to mortgage 01' 
otherwise encumber or dispose of any such property or any interest therein; to enter 
into contracts with redevelopers of property containing covenants, restrictions and con
ditions regarding the use of such property in accordance with a rec1evelopment or urban 
renewal plan, and such other covenants, restrictions and conditions as the authority deems 
necessary to prevent a recurrence of blighted areas or to effectuate the purposes of this 
section; to make any of such covenants, restrictions, conditions or covenants running 
with the land and to provide appropriate remedies for any breach thereof; to a1'l'ange 01' 
contract for the furnishing of services, privileg'es, works or facilities for, or in connec
tion with a project; to temporarily operate and maintain real property acquired by it 
in a project area for 01' in connection with a project pending the disposition of the prop
erty for such uses and pUl1)oses as may be deemed desirable even though not in con
formity with the redevelopment plan for the area; within the boundaries of the city to 
enter into any building or property in any project area in order to make inspections, 
surveys, appraisals, soundings or test boring's, and to obtain an order for this purpose 
from a court of competent jurisdiction in the event entry is denied or resisted; to own 
and hold property and to insure or provide for the insurance of any real or personal 
property or any of its operations against any risks or hazards, including' the power to 
pay premiums on any such inSUrallCe; to invest any project funds held in reserves or 
sinking funds or any such funds not required for immediate disbursement in property or 
securities in which savings banks may legally invest funds subject to their control; to 
redeem its bonds issued under this section at the redemption price established therein 01' 
to pm'chase such bonds at less than redemption price, all such bonds so redeemed or pur
chased to be canceled; to develop, test and report methods and techniques, and carry 
out· demonstrations and other activities, for the prevention and elimination of slums and 
blig'ht; and to disseminate blig'ht elimination, slum clearance and urban renewal infor
mation. 

4. a. To borrow money and issue bonds; to execute notes, debentures alld other forms 
of indebtedness; and to apply for and accept advances, loans, grants, contl'ibutio1)S'l and 
any other form of financial assistance from the city in which it functions, from the fed
eral government, the state, county, or other public body, or from any sources, public 01' 
private for the purposes of this section, and to give such secmity as may be required and 
to enter into and carry out contracts or agreements in connection therewith, and to in
clude in any contract for financial assistance with the federal government for or with 
respect to blight elimination and slum clearance and urban renewal such conditions im
posed PUl'SUallt to federal laws as the authority deems reasonable and appropriate and 
which are not inconsistent with the purposes of this section. 

b. Any debt or obligation of the authority shall not be deemed the debt or obligation 
of the city, county, state or any other governmental authority other than the redevelop
nient authority itself. 

c. To issue bonds from time to time in its discretion to :finance its activities under this 
Eection, including, without limiting the generality thereof, the payment of principal and 
interest upon any advances for surveys and plans, and shall have power to issue refund
ing bonds for the payment or retirement of such bonds previously issued by it. Such 
bonclsshall be made payable, as to both principal and interest, solely from the income, 
proceeds, revenues, and funds of the authority derived from or held in connection with 
its undertaking and carrying out of projects under this section; provided that payment 
of such bonds, both as to principal and interest, may be further secured by a pledge of 
any loan, grant 01' contribution from the federal g'overnment or other source, in aid of 
any projects or activities of the authority under this section, and by a mortgage of any 
such projects, or any part thereof, title to which is in the authority. Bonds issued under 
this subsection shall not constitute an indebtedness within the meaning of any constitu
tional or statutory debt limitation or restriction of the state, city or of any public body 
other than the authority issuing the bonds, and shall not be subject to any other law or 
charter relating to the authorization, issuance 01' sale of bonds. Bonds issued under this 
section are declared to be issued for an essential public and governmental purpose alld, 
togetller with interest thereon and income therefrom, shall be exempt from all taxes. 
Bonds issued under this subsection shall he authorized by resolution of the authority and 
may be issued in one 01' more series and shall bear such clate, be payable upon demand or 
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mature at such time, bear interest at such rate, not exceeding' 6 per cent per annum, be 
in such denomination, be in such form either with or without coupon or registered, carry 
such conversion or registration privileges, have such rank or priority, be executed in such 
manner, be payable in such medium of payment, at such place, and be subject to such 
terms of redemption (with or without premium), be secured in such manner, and have 
such other characteristics, as is provided by the resolution, trust indenture or mortgage 
issued pursuant thereto. Such honds may be sold at not less than pal' at public sale held 
after notice published prior to such sale in a newspaper ha,ving' general circulation in the 
city and in such other medium of pUblication as the authority determines or. may be ex
changed for other bonds on the basis of par; provided that such bonds may be sold to 
the federal g'overlllnent at private sale (without publication of any notice) at not less 
thall par, and, if less than all of the authorized principal amount of such bonds is sold 
to the federal govel':nment, the balance may be sold at private sale at not less than par 
at an interest cost to the authority of not to exceed the lllterest cost to the authority of 
the portion of the bonds sold to the federal government. In case any of the officials of 
the authority whose signatures appear on any bonds or coupons issued under this sub
section cease to be such officials before the delivery of such bonds, such signatures shall, 
nevertheless, be valid and sufficient for all purposes, the same as if such officials had 
remained in office until such delivery. Any provision of any law to the contrary notwith
stamllllg, any bonds ip,:;lled pursuant to this subsection shall be fully negotiable. In any 
suit, action or procp,eding involving' the validity or enforceability of any bond issued 
uuder this subsection or the security therefor, any such bond reciting in substance that 
it has been issued by the authority in connection with a project or activity under this sub
section, shall be conclusively deemed to have been issued for such purpose and such 
project or activity shall be conclusively deemed to have been planned, located and carried 
out in accordance with this section. 

5. To exercise such other and further powers as may be required or necessary in order 
to effectuate the p'urposes hereof. 

6. The chairman of the authority, selected by vote of the commissioners, and the execu
tive director is authorized to execute on behalf of the authority all contracts, notes and 
other f01'1ns of obligation when authorized by at least 5 of the commissioners of the au
thority to do so. 

7. 'The authority is authorized to commence actions in its own name and shall be sued 
in the name of the authority. The authority shall have an official seal. 

(b) 1. Condemnation proceedillgs for the acquisition of l'eal property necessary 01' 
illcidental to a redevelopment project shall be conducted in accordance with ch. 32, or 
any other law relating specifically to eminent domaill procedures of redevelopment author
ities. 

2. Any action pending in the ell'cuit court to acquire property with respect to a proj
ect area, which has been commenced prior to April 1, 1961, shall be dismissed by the comt 
upon motion of the authority without prejudice, and the authority may proceed to acquire 
pm'cels of property within the project area witho()ut a jmy verdict of necessity by follow
lllg the procedure prescribed III ch. 32. 

3. In the instance where a public hearing- has been held with respect to a project area 
under this section the authority may proceed with such project and the redevelopment 
plan by following- the procedme set forth ill ch. 32. Any owner of property who has filed 
objections to the illclusion of his property within the l'edevelopment plan as provided for 
by sub. (7) may be entitled to the l'emedies provided ill ch. 32. 

4. The authority may acquire by purchase real property within any area design\tted 
for urban renewal or redevelopment purposes under this section prior to the approval of 
either the redevelopment or urban renewal plans or prior to any modification of the plan, 
providing approval of such acquisition is'granted by the local goyerning- body. In the 
event of the acquisition of such l'eal propel:ty the authority may dem61ish or remove struc
tures so acquired with the approval of the local governlllg body. In the event that real 
property so acquired is not made part of the urban renewal project the authority shall 
bear any loss that may arise as a result of the acquisition, demolition or removal of struc
tures acquired under this section; however, the local legislative body if it has g-iven its 
approval to the acquisition of such property shall rellllburse the authority for any loss 
sustallIed as provided for in this subsection. Any real property acquired in a redevelop
ment or ill an urban renewal area pursuant to this subsection may be disposed of III 
accordance with the provisions of this section providlllg the local g-overnillg body has 
approved the acquisition of the property for the project. 

(6) COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF REDEVELOPlIIENT; DESIGNATION OF BOUNDARIES; APPROVAL 
BY LOOAL LEGISLA'l'IVE BODY. (a) The authority may make or cause to be made and pre
pare or cause to be prepared a comprehensive plan of redevelopment and urban renewal 
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which shall be consistent with the general plan of the city, including the appropriate 
maps, tables, charts and descriptive and analytical matter. Such plan is intended to 
serve as a general framework or guide of development within which the va,rious area and 
redevelopment and urban renewal projects may be more precisely planned and calculated. 
The comprehensive l'llan shall include at least a land 118e plan which designates the pro
posed g'eneral distribution and general locations and extents of the uses of the land for 
housing, business, industry, recreation, education, public buildings, public reservations 
and other general categories of public and private uses of the land, The authority is 
authorized to make or have made all other surveys and plans necessary under this sec
tion, and to adopt or approve, modify and amend sllch plans. 

(b) For the exercise of the powers granted and for the acquisition and disposition of 
real property in a project area, the following steps and plans shall be requisite: 

1. Designation by the authority of the boundaries of the proposed project area, sub
mission of such boundaries to the local legislative body, and adoption of a resolution by 
two-thirds of such local legislative body declaring such area to be a blighted area in need 
of a blight elimination, slum clearance and urban renewal project. 

2. Approval by the authority and by two-thirds of the local legislative body of the 
redevelopment plan of the project area which has been prepared by the authority. Such 
redevelopment plan shall conform to the general plan of the city and shall be sufficiently 
complete to indicate its relationship to definite local objectives as to appropriate land 
uses, improved traffic, public transportation, public utilities, recreational and community 
facilities, and other public improvements ill the project area, and shall include, without 
being limited to, a statement of the boundaries of the project area; a map showing exist
ing uses and conditions of real property therein; a land use plan showing proposed uses 
of the area; information showing the standards of population density, land coverage and 
building intensity in the area after redevelopment; present and potential equalized value 
for property tax purposes; a statement of proposed changes, if any, in zoning' ordi
nances or maps and building codes and ordinances; a statement as to the kind and num
ber of site improvements and additional public utilities which will be required to support 
the new land uses in the area after redevelopment; and a statement of a feasible method 
proposed for the relocation of families to be displacdfrom the project area. 

3. Approval of a redevelopment plan of a project al'ea by the authority may be 
given only after a public hearing, conducted by the authority and a finding by the author
ity that such plan is feasible and in conformity with the general plan of the city. Notice 
of such hearing, describing the time, date, place and pUl1)ose of the hearing and generally 
identifying' the project area, shall be given by publication at least once during each of 3 
consecutive weeks in a newspaper or newspapers having general circulation in the city, 
the last publication to be at least 20 days prior to the date set for the hearing. In addi
tion thereto, a notice shall be served at least 20 days prior to the date set for the hearing 
on the proposed redevelopment plan of the project area upon each owner of real prop
erty of record within the boundaries of the redevelopment plan in the same manner as 
a summons is served. If such owner cannot be found after dilig'ent search, within the 
county in which such project is located or the contig'uous counties, then notice may be 
given by posting the same at least 20 days prior to the date of hearing' on any structure 
located on the property; or if such property consists of vacant land, a, notice may be 
posted in some suitable and conspicuous place on such land. Such notice shall state the 
time and place at which the hearing will be held with respect to the redevelopment plan 
and that the owner's property might be taken for urban re.llewal. For the purpose of 
ascertaining' the name of the owner of record of the real property -within such project 
boundaries, the records, at the time of the approval of the project boundaries, of the 
register of deeds of the county in which such project. is located shall be deemed conclusive. 
Failure til receive such notice shall not invalidate the plan. A sheriff's affidavit of serv
ice of such notice or posting thereof filed as a part of the records of the authority shall 
be deemed prima facie evidence of the giving of such notice. All interested parties shall 
be afforded a full opportunity to express their views respecting the proposed plan at 
such public hearing, but the hearing shall only be for the purpose of assistillgthe au
thority in making' its determination and in submitting its report to the local legislative 
body. Any technical omission in the procedure outlined herein shall not be deemed to 
invalidate the plan. Any owner of property included wj.thin the boundaries of the re
development plan and objecting to such plan shall be required to state his objections and 
the reasons therefor in writing and flle the same with the authority either prior to, at the 
time of the public hearing, or within 15 days thereafter, but not subsequently thereto. 
Re shall state his mailing acMress and sign his name thereto. The filing of such objections 
in writing shall be a condition precedent to the filing' of a petition under sub. (7) (a). 

(c) In relation to the location and extent of public works and utilities, public build
ings and public uses in a comprehensive plan or a project area plan, the authority is 
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directed to confer with the planning commission and with such other public officials, 
boards, authoritie~ and agencies of the city under whose administrative jurisdictions such 
uses respectively fall. 

(d) At any time after such redevelopment plan has been approved both by the 
authority and the local legislative body, it may be amended by resolution adopted by the 
authority, and such amendment shall be submitted to the local legislative body for its 
approval by a two-thirds vote before the same shall become effective. It shall not be 
required ill connection with any amendment to the redevelopmcnt plan, unless the bound
aries described in the plan are altered to include other property that the provisions with 
re&pect to public hearing and notice be followed. 

(e) After a project area redevelopment plan of a project area has been adopted by 
the authority, and the local legislative body has by a two-thirds vote approved the rede
velopment plan the authority may at any time certify said plan to the local legislative 
body, whereupon the authority shall proceed to exercise the powers granted to it for the 
acquisition and assembly of the real property of the area. The local legislative body shall 
upon the certification of such plan by the authority direct that no new construction shall 
be permitted, and thereafter no new constl'l1Ction shall be authoried by any agencies, 
boards or commissions of the city in such area unless as authorized by the local legislative 
body, including substantial remodeling or conversion or rebuilding, enlargement, or ex
tension or major structural improvements on existing buildings, but not including 
ordinary maintenance or remodeling or changes necessary to continue the occupancy. 

(f) Any city in which a redevelopment authority is carrying on redevelopment under 
this section may make grants, loans, advances 01' contributions for the purpose of carry. 
ing on redevelopment, urban renewal and any other related purposes. 

(9) TRANSFER, LEASE OR SALE OF REAL PROPERTY IN PROJECT AREAS FOR PUBLIC AND 
PRIVATE USES. (a) 1. Upon the acquisition of any or all of the real property in the 
project area, the authority has power to lease, sell or otherwise transfer all or any part 
of said real property (including streets or parts thereof to be closed 01' vacated in accord
ance with the plan) to a redevelopment company, association, corporation or public body, 
or to an individual or partnership, for use in accordance with the redevelopment plan. 
No such assembled lands of the project area shall be either sold or leased by the authority 
to a housing authority created under s. 66.40 for the purpose of constructing public 
housing projects upon such land unless the sale or lease of such lands has been first 
approved by the local legislative body by a vote of not less than four-fifths of the members 
elected. Such real property shall be leased or sold at its fail' market value for uses in 
accordance with the redevelopment plan, notwithstanding such vahw may he less than the 
cost of acquiring and preparing such property for redevelopment. In determining such 
fair market value, an authority shall give consideration to the uses and purposes required 
by the plan; the restrictions upon and covenants, conditions and obligations assumed by 
the purchaser or lessee, the objectives of the redevelopment plan for the pl'evention or 
recurrence of slum and blighted areas; and such other matters as the authority deems 
appropriate. A copy of the plan shall be recorded in the office of the register of deeds 
in the county where such redevelopment project is located, and any amendment to such 
redevelopment plan, approved as herein provided for, shall also be recorded in the office 
of the register of deeds of such county. Before the transfer, lease or sale of any real 
property in the project area occurs, a report as to the terms, conditions and other mate
rial provisions of the proposed sale, lease or other disposition of either a part (where 
only a part of the land assembled is to be disposed) or of all of the land assembled shall 
be submitted to the local legislative body, and such local legislative body shall approve 
such report prior to the authority proceeding with the disposition of such real property. 

2. Any lease, including renewal options, which can total more than 5 years shall be 
approved by the local legislative body. 

(b) Any such lease or sale may be made without public bidding, but only after public 
hearing is held by the authority after 10 days' public notice, such notice to be published 
at least twice in a newspaper or newspapers having local circulation in such city, and 
the hearing shall he predicated upon the proposed sale or lease and the provisions thereof. 

(c) The terms of such lease or sale shall he fixed by the a,uthority, and the instrument 
of lease may provide for renewals upon reappraisals and with rentals and other provisions 
adjusted to such reappraisals. Every such lease or sale shall provide that the lessee or 
purchaser shall carry out or cause to be carried out the approved project lU'ea redevelop
ment plan or approved modifications thereof, and that the use of such land or real prop
erty included in the lease or sale, and any building or structure erected thereon, shall con
form to such approved plan or approvedlllodifications thereof. In the instnmlCnt of lease 
or sale, the authority may include such other terms, provisions and conditions as in its 
judgment will provide reasonable assurance of the priority of the obligations of the lease 
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or sale and of conformance to the plan over any other 0 bligalions of the lessee or pur
chaser, and also assurance of the financial and legal ability of the lessee or purchaser to 
carry out and conform to the plan and the terms and conditiolls of the lease or sale; also, 
such terms, conditions and specifications concerning building's, improvements, subleases 
or tenancy, maintenance and management, and allY other matters as the authority. may 
impose or approve, including provisions whereby the obligations to carry out and conform 
to the project aTea plan shall run with the land. If maximum rentals to be charged to 
tenants are specified, provision may be made for periodic reconsideration of such rental 
bases. 

(d) Until the authority certifies that all building constructions and other physical 
improvements specified by the purchaser have been completed, the purchaser shall have 
no power to convey the area, or any part thereof, without the consent of the authority 
and no such consent shall be given unless the grantee of the purchaser obligates himself, 
by written instrument, to the authority to carry out that portion of the redevelopment 
plan which faUs within the boundaries of the conveyed property and also that the grantee, 
his heirs, representatives, successors and assigns, shall have no right or power to convey, 
lease or let the conveyed property or any part thereof, 01' erect or use any building or 
structure erected thereon free from obligation and requirement to conform to the approved 
project al'ea redevelopment plan or approved modifications thereof. 

(e) TIle authority may cause to have demolished any existing strncture or clear the 
a:rea of any part thereof, or specify the demolition and clearance to be performed by a 
lessee or purchascr and a time schedule for the same. The authority shall specify the 
time schedule and conditions for the construction of buildings and other improvements. 

(f) In order to facilitate the lease or sale of a project area, or if the lease or sale 
is pa.rt of an area, the authority has the power to include in the cost payable by it the 
cost of the construction of local streets and sidewalks in the area, or of grading' and any 
other local public surface or subsurface facilities or any site improvements necessary for 
shaping the area as the site of the redevelopment of the area. The authority may arrange 
with the appropriate federal, state, cOlmty or city agencies for the reimbursement of 
such outlays from funds or assessments raised or levied for such purposes. 

(10) HOUSING FOR DISPLAOED FAMILIES; RELOCATION PAYMENTS. In connection with 
every redevelopment plan, the authority shall formulate a feasible method for the tempo
rary relocation of persons living in areas that are designated for clearance and redevelop
ment. In addition, the authority shall prepare a plan which shall be submitted to the 
local legislative body for approval which shall assure that decent, safe and sanitary dwell
ings substantially equal in number to the number of substandard dwelling's to be removed 
in carrying out the redevelopment are available or will be provided at rents or prices 
within the financial reach of the income groups displaced. The authority is authorized 
to make relocation payments to or with respect to persons (including- families, business 
concerns and others) displaced by a project for moving expenses and losses of property 
for which reimbursement or compensation is not otherwise made, including the making
of such payments financed by the federal government. 

(11) MODIFICATION OF RlNJEVEI,OFMENT PLAN. (a) An approved project area rede
velopment plan may be modified at any time after the lease or sale of the area or part 
thereof provided that the modification is consented to by the lessee or purchaser, and that 
the proposed modification is adopted by the authority and then submitted to the local legis
lative body and approved by it. Before approval, the authority shall hold a public hearing 
on the Pl'oposed modification, and notice of the time and place of hearing shall be sent 
by mail at least 10 days prior to the hearing to the owners of the real properties in the 
project area and of the real properties immediately adjoining or across the street from 
the project area. The local legislative body may refer back to the authority any project 
area redevelopment plan, project area boundaries or modifications submitted to it, together 
with recommendations for chang'es in such plan, boundaries or modification, and if such 
recommended changes are adopted by the authority and in turn approved by the local 
legislative body, the plan, boundaries or modifications as thus changed shall be the ap
proved plan, boundaries or modification. 

(b) Whenever the authority determines that a redevelopment plan with respect to a 
project area which had been approved and recorded in the register of deed's office is to 
be modified in order to permit land uses in the project area, other than those specified in 
the redevelopment plan, the authority shall notify all purchasers of property within the 
project area of the authority's intention to modify the redevelopment plan, and it shall 
hold a public hearing with respect to such modification. Notice shall be given to the pur
chas~rs of s.uch pr~perty by personal service at least 20 days prior to the holdlllg of such 
pu~hc heann~', or III the event such purchasers cannot be found notice shall be given by 
regIstered mall to such 1nu'chasers at their last known address. NQtiG() of Bu(jh publi(j 
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hearing shall also be given by pUblication once in a newspaper of general circulation in 
the county ill which such ptoject al'ea is located. Such notice shall specify the project 
1l1'eaal1c1_1'eeite the pl'opOSec11Iioc1ificatioll and its plli'poses. The public hearing shall be 
111l1rely advisory to the anthOl'ity. Aftel' the authOl'ity, following the public hearing, deter
minlls that the illodifiMtioll of the redevelopment plan will not affect the original objec
tives of such plan and that it will not IJl'oc1llce conditions leading to a reoccurrence· of 
slums or blight withl1i the project ate a, the authority may by l'esollltion act to modify 
~uch plan sO as to pei'mit additional land Hses in such project area, subject to approval 
by the leg'islaHve bodJt hy a two-thirds vote of the membei's elect. If the local legislative 
body ,al(pl'oves such~i1odi~cation to the l'ede~eloplnent l~lau, an alnendment to the pl~n 
(iontammg such modificatIon shall be filed mth the regIster of deeds of the eounty 111 

which such IH'oject area is located and shall be supplemental to the l'edevelopment plan 
thllretofol'e i'ecOl'i:1ed. Following sueh action with i'espect to modification of the redevelop-
1l1Emt plan, the plan shall be dellllH.Ul !i1i1ei1ded and nO legal l'ights shall accrue to any 
1J~i's011 bi' to an;y owner of propel'ty in such projeCt area hy reason of the modification of 
snell l'edevelopment plan. 

(e) The provisions herein shall be construed liberally to effectnnte the purposes hereof 
and sUbstantial compliance shall he (teemed adeqnate, Technical omissions shall not invali
date the l)l'ocedure set forth herein with tespect to acquisition of real Pl'Opet'ty necessary 
01' iucideutal to a i'(iclev(Jlopment project. 

(12) LIMITATION UPON TAX EXEMPTtoN, TIle l'eal and petsoMI property of the au. 
thority is declared to be public property used £01' essential public and govemmental pur· 
poses, and such property and an authority shall be exempt from all taxes of .the state 
01' any state public body; but the city in which a redevelopment 01' urban renewal project 
if! located may fix a sum to be paid annually in lieu of such taxes by the authority fo1' 
the S(J1''i'ices, impl'ovements 01' facilities flU'nished to such project by such city provided 
thnt the authority is finfillcially able to do so, but such sum shall not exceed the RIDOlmt 

",hlch i\'0l1lt1 hIJ levied ail the annual tax of the city upon such project. However, no 1'ea1 
ptoiJerty acqttli'ed pursuant to this ttClt by a private company, corporation, individual 01' 
partnership, either by lease 01' purchase, shall be exempt from taxation by reason of such 
acquisi tion. 

(13) CO-OPERATION BY PUBLIC BODIES AND USE OF CITY FUNDS. To assist any rede
velopment or urban renewal project located in the area in which the authority is authorized 
to act, filly public body may, upon such terms as it determines: furnish services or facilities, 
provide property, lend or contribute funds, and perform any other action of a character 
which it is authorized to perfOl'm for other general purposes, and to enter into co-opera· 
tion agreements and related contracts in furtherance of the pmposes enUlner{lted. Any 
city and any public body may levy taxes and assessments and appropriate such funds and 
make such expenclitUl'es as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of tIllS subsection, 
but. taxes and assessments shall not be levied under this subsection by a public body 
wlllch has no power to levy taxes and assessments for any other purpose. 

(14) OBLIGATIONS. For the purpose of financially aiding an authority to carry out 
blight elinllnation, slum clearance and urban renewal programs and projects, the city in 
which snch authority functions is authorized (without limiting its authority under any 
other law) to issue and sell g'eneral obligation bonds in the manner and in accordance 
with the provisions of ch. 67, except that no referendum shall be required, and to levy 
taxes without limitation for the payment thereof, as provided in s. 67.035. Such bonds 
shall be fully negotiable alld except as provided in this subsection shall not he subject 
to any other law or charter pertaining to the issuaJlce 01' sale of bonels. 

(15) BUDGET. The local legislative body shall approve the budget for each fiscal year 
of the authOlity, and shall have the power to alter 01' modify any item of said budget 
relating to salaries, office operation 01' facilities. 

(16) LEGAL SERVICES TO AUTHORITY. The legal department of any city in which the 
authority functions can provide legal services to such authority and a member of the 
legal elepm·tment having the necessary qualifications may, subject to approval of the 
authority, be its counsel; the authority may also retain specialists to render legal services 
as required by it. 

(17) CONSTRUOTION. This section shall be construed liberally to effectuate the pur
poses hereof and the enumeration therein of specific powers shall not operate to restrict 
the memung of any general grant of power contained in this s()ction or to exclude other 
powers comprehended in such general grant. 

History: 1961 c. 202, 526. 

66.435 Urban renewal act. (1) SHOR,!, f!'I'liEl, This section t?h!lll be known and 
may be cited as the "Urban Renewal Act:'l 
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(2) FINDINGS. It is hereby found and declared that there exists in municipalities of 
the state slum, blighted and deteriorated areas which constitute a serious and growing 
menace injurious to the public health, safety, morals and welfare of the residents of the 
state, and the finding's and declarations made before Aug'ust 3, 1955 in s. 66.43 (2) are in 
alL respects affirmed and restated; that while certain slum, blighted 01' deteriorated areas, 
or portions thereof, may require acquisition and clearance, as provided in s. 66.43, since 
the prevailing condition of decay may make impracticable the reclamation of the area by 
conservation. or rehabilitation in such a manner that the conditions and evils hereinbefore 
enumerated may be eliminated, remedied or prevented, and to the extent feasible salvable 
slum and. blighted areas should be conserved and rehabilitated through voluntary action 
and the regulatory process; and all acts and purposes provided for by this section are for 
and constitute public uses and are for and constitute public purposes, and that moneys 
expended in connection with such powers are declared to be for public purposes and to 
preserve .the public interest, safety, health, morals and welfare. Any municipality in car
rying out the provisions of this section shall afford maximum opportunity consistent with 
the sound needs of the municipality as a whole to the rehabilitation or redevelopment of 
!\reas by private enterprise. 

(3), ~RB~N ~ENEWAL.PROJECTS. In ac1.c1ition to its authority under any other section, 
a mUl1lclpahty is authorized to plan and undertake urban renewal projects. As used in 
this section, an urban renewal project may include undertakings and activities for the 
elimination and for the prevention of the development 01' spread of slums or blighted 
deteriorated 01' deteriorating areas and may involve any work or undertaking for such 
purpose constituting a redevelopment project or any rehabilitation 01' conservation work, 
01' any combination of such undertaking or work. For this purpose, "rehabilitation or 
conservation work" may include (a) carrying out plans for a program of voluntary or 
compulsory repair and l'ehabilitation of buildings or other improvements; (b) acquisition 
of real property and demolition, removal or rehabilitation of buildings and improvements 
thereon where necessary to eliminate unhealthful, insanitary or unsafe conditions, lessen 
density, reduce traffic hazards, eliminate obsolete or other uses detrimental to the public 
welfare, or to otherwise remove 01' prevent the spread of blight. or deterioration, 01' to 
provide land for needed public facilities; (c) installation, construction 01' reconstruction 
of streets, utilities, parks, playgrounds, and other improvements necessary for carrying 
ot'tt the objectives of the urban renewal project; and (d) the disposition, for uses in 
accO'l'dance with the objectives of the urban renewal project, of any property or part 
thereof acquired in the area of such project, provided, that such disposition shall be in 
the manner prescribed in this section for the disposition of property in a redevelopment 
project area. 

. (4) WORKABLE PROGRAM. (a) The governing body of the municipality, or such public 
officer 01' public body as it designates, including a housing' authority organized and created 
uuder s. 66.40, is authorized to prepare a. workable program for utilizing appropriate 
private and public resources to eliminate, and prevent the development 01' spread of, 
slums and urban blight and deterioration, to encourage needed urban rehabilitation, to 
provide for the redevelopment of blighted, deteriorated 01' slum areas, or to undertake 
such of the aforesaid activities or other feasible activities as may be suitably employed 
to achleve the objectives of such a program; and such governing body may by resolution 
or ordinance provide the specific means by which such workable program can be effec
tuated and may confer upon its officers and employes the power required to carry out 
apl'ogram of rehabilitation and conservation for the restoration and removal of blighted, 
deteriorated or deteriorating areas. \Vhenever any mlUlicipality finds that there exists in 
such municipality dwellings or other structures which a.re unfit for human habitation due 
to dilapidation, defects increasing the hazards of fire, aecidents or other calamities, lack 
ofvehtilation, light or sanitary facilities, 01' due to other conditions, anyone of which 
is sufficient for action, rendering such dwellings or other structures unsafe or insanitary 
or dangerous 01' detrimental to the health, safety 01' morals, or otherwise inimical to the 
welfare of the residents of such municipality, power is expressly confelTed upon such 
municipality to enact such resolutions or ordinallces deemed appropriate and effectual in 
order to prevent the conditions herein set forth and to require 01' cause the repair, closing 
or demolition or removal of such dwelling's or other structures. For the purposes of such 
resolutions or ordinances a "dwelling" means any building, or structure, or part thereof, 
used and occupied for human habitation or intended to be so used, and includes any 
appm'tenances belonging thereto or usually enjoyed therewith. The term "structure" shall 
also include fences, garages, sheds, and any type of store, cOllUnercial, industrial or man
ufacturing' building. Such ordinances 01' resolutions shall require that whenever there has 

. been a. violation, or whenever there are reasonable grounds to believe there has been a 
violation, of any provision of any such ordinances or resolutions, notice of such violation 
or alleged violation shall be given to the person or persons responsible therefor by 
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appropriately designated public officers or employes of such municipality. Every such 
notice shall: 1. Be put in writing; 2. Include a, description of the real estate sufficient 
for identification; 3. Include a statement of the reason 01' reasons why it is being issued; 
4. Specify a time for the performance of any act which it requires; and 5. Be served 
upon the responsible person or persons. Such notice of violation shall be deemed to be 
properly served upon such person if a copy thereof is delivered to him personally or; if 
not found, by leaving a copy thereof at his usual place of abode, in the presence of some
one in the family of suitable age and discretion who shaU be informed of the. contents 
thereof, or by sending a copy thereof by registered mail or by certified mail with return 
l'eceipt requested to his last known address, or if the registered or certified letter with the 
copy of the notice is returned showing the letter has not IJeen delivered to him, by posting 
a copy thereof in a conspicuous place in or about the dwelling or other structure affected 
by the notice. Any person affected by any such notice may request and shall be granted 
a hearing on the matter before a board or commission established by the governing body, 
of such municipality, or before a full-time commissioner of health; and such person shall 
file in the office of tho designa ted boanl, commission, or commissioner of health, a written 
petition requesting such healing and setting forth a statement of the grounds therefor 
within 20 days after the day the notice was served. Within 10 days of receipt of sueh 
petition the designated board, commis£ion, or commissioner of health, shall set a time and 
place for such healing and shall give the petitioner written notice thereof. At such hear
ing the petitioner shall be given an opportunity to be heard and to show cause why such 
notice should be modified or withdrawn. The hearing before the designated board, .com
mission, or commissioner of health, shall be commenced not later than 30 days after the 
date on which the petition was filed. Upon written application of the petitioner to the 
designated board, commission, or commissioner of health, the date of the hearing may be 
postponed for a reasonable time beyond such 3D-day period, if, in the judgment of the 
designated board, COllllllission, or commissioller of health, the petitioner has submitted a, 
good and sufficient reason for such postponement. Any notice served pursuant to this. 
section shall become an order if a written petition for a hearing is not filed in the office 
of the desig'nated board, commission, or commissioner of health, within 20 days after 
such notice is served. The designated board, commission, or commissioner of health, has 
the power to administer oaths and affirmations in connection with the conduction of any 
hearing held in accordance with this section. After such hearing the desig11ated board, 
commission, or c011ll11issioner of health, shall sustain, modify or cancel the notice, depend
ing upon its findings as to whether the provisions of the resolutions or orclulances enacted 
by the municipality have been complied with. The designated board, or commission, or 
commissioner of health, may also modify' any notice so as to authOlize a variance from 
the provisions of the resolutions or ordinances enacted by the municipality when, ]Jecanse 
of special conditions, enforcement of the provisions of the enacted resolutions or ordi
nances will result in practical difficulty or unnecessary hardship; provided, that the intelit 
of the enacted resolutions or ordinances will be observed and public health and welfare 
secured. If the designated board, commission, or commissioner of health, sustains or 
modifies such a notice, it shall be deemed to be an order, and the persons affected thereby 
&hall comply with all provisions of such order within a reasonable period of time; as 
dctel'lllined by the board, comlnission, or connnissioner of health. The proceedings at such 
hearing, including the findings and decisions of the board, c011ll11ission, or commissioner 
of health, shall be reduced to writing' and entered as a matter of public record in the office 
of the board, commission, or commissioner of health. Such record shall also include a 
copy of every notice or mder issued in cOlmedion with the matter. A copy of the written 
decision of the board, commission, or commissioner of health, shall then be served, in the' 
same manner prescribed for service of notice, on the person who filed the petition for 
hearing'. Whenever the commissioner of health finds that an emerg'ency exists which 
requires immediate action to protect the public health, he may, without notice or hearing, 
issue an order reciting the existence of such an emergency and requiling that such action 
be taken as he deems necessary to meet the emergency. Notwithstanding other provisions 
of this section, such ord81··shall be effective immediately. Any person to whom such order 
is directed shall comply therewith, but upon petition to the commissioner of health shall 
he afforded a heal-ing as presm-ibed in this section. After such hearing, depending upon 
the findings of the commissioner of health as to whether an emergency still exists, which 
requires il1lll1ediate action to protect the public health, the said commissioner of health 
shan continue sueh order in effect or modify or revoke it. 

(b) Any person feeling himself aggl-ieved by the determination of any board, .01' eom
mission, or commissioner of health, following review of an order issued by officers and 
employes of a municipality under this section may appeal directly to the cireuit court of 
the county in which such dwelling or other structure is located by filing a petition .for 
review with the clerk of the circuit court within 30 days after' a copy of the order of 
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such boa.rd, commission, or commissioner of health, has been served upon such person. 
The petition shall sta te the substance of the order appealed from and the grounds upon 
which such person believes the order to be improper. A copy of such petition shall be 
served upon the board, commission, or conllnissioner of health, whose determination is 
being appealed. Such copy shall be served personally or by registered or certified mail 
within the 30-day period herein provided. A reply or answer shall be filed by the board, 
commission, or commissioner of health, within 15 days from the receipt of such petition. 
A copy of the written proceedings of the hearing held by the board, commission, or com
missioner of health, which led to service of the on1e1' being appealed, shall be included 
with the reply. or answer when filed. If it appears to the court that the petition is filed 
for purposes of delay, it shall, upon application of the municipality, promptly dismiss 
such petition. Either party to the proceedings may then petition the court for an im
mediate hearing on the order. The court shall review the order, the copy of written pro
ceedings of the hearing conducted by the board, commission, or commissioner of health, 
and shall take such testimony as in its judgment may be appropriate, and following a 
hearing upon such order without a jury, the court shall make its determination. If the 
court affirms the determination made by the board, commission, or commissioner of 
health, it shall fix a time within which the order appealed from shall become operative. 
Either party may appeal from the determination made by the circuit court to the supreme 
court within 60 days following' the determination of the circuit court, but not thereafter. 
If the supreme comt affirms the order appealed from, the supreme court shall set the 
time within which such order shall become effective. 

(5) GENERAL POWERS CONFERRED UPON hlUNICIPALITIES. The g'overning body of any 
municipality shall have and there is hereby expressly conferred upon it all powers neces
sary and incidental to effect a program of urban renewal, including' functions with respect 
to rehabilitation and conservation for the restoration and removal of blighted, deteriorated 
or deteriorating areas, and such local governing body is hereby authorized to adopt such 
resolutions or ordinances as may be required for the purpose of carrying out that pro
gram and the objectives and purposes of this section. In connection with the planning, 
undertaking and financing of the urban renewal program or projects, the g'overning' body 
of any municipality and all public officers, agencies and bodies shall have all the rights, 
powers, privileges and immunities which they have with respect to a redevelopment project 
under s. 66.43. 

(6) ASSISTANOE TO URBAN RENEWAL BY hlUNICIPALITIES AND OTHER PUBLIO BODIES. 
Any public body is hereby authorized to enter into agreements (which may extend over 
any period, notwithstanding any provision 01' rule of law to the contrary) with any other 
public body or bodies respecting action to be taken pursuant to any of the powers granted 
by this section, including the furnishing of funds or other assistance in connection with 
an urban renewal plan or urban renewal project. 

(7) POWERS HEREIN GRANTED TO BE SUPPLEJoIENTAL .AND !"OT IN DEROGATION. (a) Noth
ing in this section shall be construed to abrogate 01' llnpmr the powers of the courts or 
of any department of any municipality to enforce any provisions of its charter or its 
ordinances or regulations, nor to prevent or punish violations thereof. 

(b) Nothing' in this section shall he construed to impair or limit in any way the 
power of the municipality to define and declare nuisances and to cause their removal or 
abatement by summary proceedings 01' otherwise. 

( c) The powers conferred by this section shall he in addition and supplemental to 
the powers conferred by any other law; and thi~ section .shall be c?nstrued liberally to 
effectuate the purposes hereof and the enumeratIOn thel'elll of speCIfic powers shall not 
operate to restrict the meaning' of any ge~Ieral grant of power contained in this section 
01' to exclude other powers comprehended III such general grant. 

66.436 Villages to have certain city powers. Villages shall have all of the powers 
of cities under ss. 66.43, 66.431 ancI 66.435. 

66.44 War housing by housing authorities. (1) Any housing authority established 
pursuant to ss. 66.40 to 66.~04 may undertake the d.evelop~~ent or administration 01' both 
of projects to provide houslllg for persons (and theIr fmlllhes) engaged or to be engaged 
in wai' industries or activities and may exercise any of its rights, powers, privileges and 
immunities to aiel and co~operate with the federal govel'llment (or any agency thereof) 
in making housing available for persons (and their families) engaged 01' to ~)e engaged 
in war industries or activities; may act as agent for the federal govel'llment III develop
ing and administering such housing; may lease .such hO~lsing ~rom the f~deral goveI:nment 
(or any agency thereof); and may arrange WIth public bo(hes and prIvate agenCIes for 
such services and facilities as may be needed for such housing; provided, that any such 
housing shall not be subject to ss. 66.401 (2) and 66.402. Without limiting any existing 
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power, the powers of any public body in the state pursuant to s. 66.403 may be exercised 
with respect to such housing. With the consent, by resolution, of the govel'ning body of 
any city or county adjacent but outside of the area of operation of a housing authority, 
the housing authol'ity may exercise its powers under this section within the territol'ial 
boundal'ies of such city 01' county. 

(2) Any project of a housing authority, for which the federal govel'llment has here
tofore made 01' contracted to make financial assistance available, may be administered 
to provide housing fol' persons engaged or to be engaged in war industries or activities. 

66.47 County-city hospitals; village powers. (1) DEFINITIONS. "Ordinance" as 
used in this section, unless the context requires or specifies othel'wise, means an ordinance 
adopted by the govel'lling body of a city or county and concurred in by the other gov
el'lling body 01' bodies, and "board" means the joint county-city hospital board established 
pursuant to this section. 

(2) COUNTY-CITY HOSPITALS. Any county and city or cities partly or wholly within 
the county may by ordinance jointly construct or otherwise acquire, equip, fUl'llish, 
operate and maintain a general county-city hospital. 

(3) FINANCING. The governing bodies of the respective county and city or cities 
shall have the power to borrow money, appropriate funds, and levy taxes needed to carry 
out the purposes of this section. Funds to be used fol' the pUl'poses specified in this 
section may be provided by the l'espective county, city or cities by general obligation 
bonds issued under eha pteI' 67 or by revenue bonds issued under section 66.51. Any bonds 
issued pursuant to this section shall be executed on behalf of the county by the county 
board chairman and the county clerk and on behalf of a city by the mayor or othel' chief 
executive officer thereof and by the city clerk. 

(4) COST SHARING. The ordinance shall provide for a sharing of all of the cost of 
construction or other acquisition, equipment, furnishing, operation and maintenance of 
such hospital on an agreed percentage basis. 

(5) HOSPITAL BOARD. The onlinance shall provide for the establishment of a joint 
county-city hospital boaI'd to be composed as follows: 2 to be appointed by the county 
board chairman and confirmed by the county board, one for a one-year and one for a 
2-year term; 2 by the mayor or other chief executive officer and confirmed by the city 
council, one for a one-year and one for a 2-year term; and one jointly by the county 
board chairman and the mayor or other chief executive officer of the city or cities, for a 
term of 3 years, confirmed by the county board and the city councilor councils. Their 
respective successors shall be appointed and confirmed in like manner for terms of 3 yeal·S.' 
All appointees shall serve until their successors are appointed and qualified. Terms shall 
begin as specified in the ordinance. Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term in the 
manner in which the orig'inal appointment was made. 

(6) VALIDATION OF PRIOR ACTIONS. The actions of any county and city or cities taken 
before April 17, 1949 in the construction or other acquisition, equipment, furnishing', 
operation and maintenance of a joint count.y-city hospital which would have been valid 
if this section had then been in effect are hereby validated. 

(7) ORGANIZATION OF BOARDS; OFFICERS; COMPENSATION; OATHS; BONDS. (a) When all 
members have qualified the board shall meet at the place designated in the ordinance and 
organize by electing from its membership a president, a vice president, a secretary and a 
ti'easurer, each to hold office for one year. The offices of secretary and treasurer may be 
combined if the hoard so decides. Members shall receive such compensation as shall be 
provided in the ordinance, and shall be reimbursed their. actual and necessaJ."y expenses. 
With the approval of the board, the treasurer may appoint an assistant treasurer, who 
need not be a member of the board, to perform such services as shaH be specified by 
the boal'c1. 

(b) Members, and any assistant treasurer, shall qualify by taking the official oath, 
and the treasurer and any assistant treasurer shall furnish a bond in such sum as shall be 
specified by the board and be in the f011n and conditioned as provided in section 19.01 
(2) and (3). The oaths and bonds shall be filed with the county clerk. The cost of the 
bond shall be paid by the board; 

(8) POWERS OF BOARD. The board shall have power subject to provisions of the 
ordinance: 

(a) To contract for the construction or other acquisition, equipment 01' furnishing of 
a general county-city hospital. 

(b) To contract for the construction or other acquisition of additions or improve
ments to, 01' alterations in, such hospital and the equipment or furnishing of any such 
addition. ' 
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(c) To employ a manager of the hospital and other necessary personnel and fix their 
compensation. 

Cd) To enact, amend and repeal rules and regulations, not inconsistent with law, for 
the admission to, and govel'llment of patients at, the hospital, for the regulation of the 
board's meetings and deliberations, and for the government, operation and maintenance 
of the hospital and the employes thereof. 

(e) To contract for and purchase all fuel, food, equipment, furnishings and supplies. 
reasonably necessary for the proper operation and maintenance of the hospital. 

(f) To audit all accounts and claims against the hospital or against the board, and, if 
approved, pay the same from the fund specified in subsection (10). All expenditures 
made pursuant to this section shall be within the limits of the ordinance. 

(g) To sue and be sued, and to collect 01' compromise any and all obligations due to 
the 'hospital; all money received shall be paid into the joint hospital fund. 

(h) To make such studies and recommendations to the county board and city council 
or city councils relating to the operation of the hospital or the building of facilities there
for as the board may deem advisable 01' said g'ovel'lling bodies request. 

(i) To employ counsel on either a temporary or permanent basis. 
(9) BUDGET. The board shall annually, prior to the time of the preparation of 

either the county 01' city budget under section 65,90, prepare a budget of its anticipated 
L'eceipts and expenditures for the ensuing fiscal year and determine the proportionate 
cost to the county and the participating city or cities pursuant to the terms of the ordi
nance. A certified copy of the budget, which shall include a statement of the net amount 
requi'l'ed from the county and city or cities, shall be delivered to the clerks of the respec
tive mtinicipalities. It shall be the duty of the county board and the common council of 
the city 01' cities to consider such budget, and determine the amount to be raised by the 
respective municipalities in the proportionsdeterrnined by the ordinance. Thereupon the 
county and city or cities respectively shall'levy a tax sufficient to produce the amount to 
be raised by said county and city or cities. 

:(10) HOSPITAL FUND. A joint county-city, hospital fund shall be created and estab
lished in a public depositOl'y to be specified in the ordinance. The treasurer of, the' 
respective cOUllty and city or cities shall pay 01' cause to be paid into such fund the 
respective amounts to be paid thereto by such county and city or cities as specified by the 
ordinance and resolutions of the respective municipalities when such amounts have been 
collected. All of the moneys which shall come into said fund are hereby appropriated to 
the board for the execution of its functions as provided by the ordinance and the resolu
tions of the respective municipalities. The moneys in the fund shall be paid out by the 
ti'easurer of the hospital 'board only upon the approval or direction of the board. 

(11) CORRELATION OF LAWS. (a) In any case where a bid is a 'prerequisite to con
tract in connection with a county or city hospital under section 66.29, it shall also be a 
prerequisite to a valid contract by the board; and for such purpose the board. shall be 
deemed a municipality and the contract a public contract under section 66.29. 

(b)' All statuto!? requirements, not inconsistent with the provision of this section, 
applicable to general county or city hospitals shall apply to hospitals referred to in this 
section. 

(12) REPORTS~ The board shall repOl't its activities to the county board and the 
city, councilor councils annually, or oftener as either of said municipalities may require. 

; (14) POWERS OF VILLAGES. Villages shall have all the powersgl'a.nted to cities TIndei' 
subs. (1) to (12) and whenever any village shall exercise such powers the word "city" 
whel'ever it appears in subs. (1) to (12) means "village" unless the context otherwise 
requires. Aily village participating in the construction or other acquisition of a general 
cOlulty-village' hospital or in the operation thereof, pursuant to this section, shaH have 
the power to enter into lease agreements leasing such hospital and the equipment and 
fUi'nishings thereinto a nonprofit corporation. 

, I • " 

: .. 66.50 Municipal hospital board, (1) In any city or village, however organized, 
having' a municipal hospital therein, the board of trustees or other governing board of 
such municipal hospital shall have power and authority, except as otherwise provided by 
ordinance: 

(a)' To prescribe rules of order for tIle regulation of their own meetings and delibera~ 
tions and to alter, amend or repelll the same from time to time; . . . 

(b) To enact, amend and repeal rules and regulations relating .to the government, 
operation and maintenance of such hospital and relating to the employes thereof; . 
" ,,( c) To contract fo1,' and purchase all fuel, food and other supplies reasonably neces

sary for the propel' operation and maintenance of such hospital; 
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(d) To. enact, amend and repeal rules and regulatians far the admissian to and gavern
ment af patients at such haspital; 

(e) '1'0. enter into. cantract far the canstructian, installatian 0.1' making af additians 01' 

'impravements to. 0.1' alteratians af such haspital whenever such additians, impravements 0.1' 

alteratians have been ardered and funds pravided the1'efar by the city cauncil; 
(f) To. engage all necessary emplayes at such haspital fa1' a periad nat to. exceed ane 

year under any ane cantract and at a sa][u'Y nat to. exceed the sum af twenty-five dallal'S 
per week, excluding baard ancUaundry, unless a larger salary .be expresslyautharized by 
the city cauncil; 

(g) To. audit all accaunts and claims against said haspital 0.1' against said baard af 
trustees and, if appraved, such shall be paid by the cityar .village clerk and treasmer 
in the manner pravided by sectian 66.042. 

(2) All expenditures made pursuant to. this sectian shall be within the limits· authOr
·ized by the gaverning bady af the municipality. 

66.505 Oaunty-city auditariums. (1) DEFINITIONS. "Ordinance" as used in this 
sectian, unless the context requires 0.1' specifies atherwise, means an ardinanceadapted 
by the gaverning bady af a city 0.1' caunty and cancurred in by the ather gaverning body, 
!'baard" means the jaint caunty-city auditarium baard established pursuant to. thissectian, 
"auditarium" shall include a building af either arena 0.1' music hall type canstructian or 
a cambinatian af such types af canstructian, and such building may include facilities far 
a variety af events including sparts, dances, canventian exhibitians, trade shaws, meet

.ings, rallies, theatrical exhibitians, cancerts and ather events attracting spectatars and 
participants. 

(2) COUNTY-CITY AUDITORIUMS. Any caunty and city partly 0.1' whally within the 
county may by ordinance jaintly canstruct 0.1' atherwise acquire, equip, furnish, aperate 
and maintain a caunty-city auditarium. 

(3). FINANOING. The gaverning badies af the respective caunty and city 0.1' cities shall 
have the pawer to. barraw maney, apprapriate funds, and levy taxes needed to. carry aut 
the purpases af this sectian. Funds to. be used far the purpases specified in this sectian 
may be pravided by the respective caunty, city 0.1' cities by general abligatian bands is
sued under eh. 67 0.1' by revenue bands issued under s. 66.51 0.1' by the issuance af bath 
general abligatian bands under rh. 67 and revenue bands issued 111!der s. 66.51. Any bands 
issued pursuant to. this sectian shall be executed on behalf af the caunty by the caunty 
baard chairman and the caunty clerk and an behalf af a city by the mayar 0.1' ather chief 
executive afficer thereaf and by the city clerk. 

(4) COST SHARING. The ardinance shall pravide far a sharing of all af the cost af 
canstructian 0.1' ather acquisitian, equipment, furnishing, aperatian and maintenance of 
such auditarium an an agreed percentage basis. 

(5) AUDITORIUU BOARD. The ardinance shall pravide far the establishment af a jaint 
caunty-city auditarium board to. be campased as fallaws: The mayar, 0.1' chief executive 
af the city and the chairman af the caunty baard, who. shall serve as ex afficia members 
af the baard during' their respective terms af affice; in additian thereto. the baard shall be 
campased af 4 members to. be appainted by the caunty baard chairman and canfirmed by 
the caunty baard, ane far a one-year, one for a 2-year, ane far a 3-year and one far a 
4-yeal' term, and 4 members to. be appainted by the mayar 01' ather chief executive afficer 
af the city and canfirmed by the city cauncil, ane far a ane-year, ane far a. 2-year, one 
far a 3-year and ane far a 4-year term; in the case af tIle members af the 1Jaal'd appainted 
by the mayar 0.1' chief executive af the city, nat mare than 2 public afficials (either elected 
0.1' appointed) shall be eligible to. be members af the baard, and in the case of the mem
bers of the baard appainted by the caunty baard chaiTman, nat mare than 2 pUblic afficials 
(either elected 0.1' appainted) shall be eligible to. be members af the baard. Their re
spective successars shall be appainted and canfirmed in like manner far terms af 4 yeai's. 
All appaintees sIlall serve until their snccessars are appainted and qualified. Terms shall 
begin as specified in the ardinance. Vacancies shall be filled far the unexpired term in 
the manner in which the ariginal appaintment was made. 

(6) ORGANIZATION OF BOARDS; OFFICERS; COlIIPENSATION; OATHS; BONDS. (a) When 
all members have qualified the baard shall meet at the place designated in the ardinance 
and organize by electing fram its membership a president, a .vice president, a secretary 
and a treasurer, each to. hald affice far ane year. The affices af secretary and treasui'el' 
may be cambined if the baard so. decides. Members may receive such campensatian as 
may be pravided in the ardinance and shall be reimbursed their actual and necessa1'Y ex
penses far their services, provided that ex afficia members shall nat receive campensatian 
ather than any actual and necessary expenses far their services. With the appraval af the 
baard, the treasurer may appaint an assistant secretary and assistant treasurer, who. 
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need not be members of the board, to perform such services as shall be specified by the 
board. 

(b) Members, and any assistant secretary and assistant treasurer, shall qualify by 
taking the official oath, and the treasurer and any a5sistant treasurer shall furnish a bond 
in such sum as shall be specified by the board and be in the form and conditioned as pro
vided in s. 19.01 (2) and (3). The oaths and bonds shall be filed with the county clerk. 
The cost of the bond shall be paid by the board. 

(7) POWERS OF BOARD. The board shall have power subject to provisions of the or
dinance: 

(a) To contract for the construction or other acquisition, equipping or furnishing of 
a. county-city auditorium, and may accept donated services and gifts, grants or donations 
of money or property and use the same for the purposes given and consistent with this 
section, and may contract for and authorize the installation of equipment and furnishings 
of the auditorium, or any part thereof by private individuals, persons or corporations by 
donations, loan, lease 01' concession. 

(b) To contract for the construction or other acquisition of additions or improve
ments to, or alterations in, such auditorium and the equipment 01' furnishing of any such 
addition; and may contract for or authorize the installation of equipment and furnish
ings in such addition, 01' any part thereof, by private individuals, persons or corporations 
by donation, loan or concession. 

(c) To employ a manag'er of the auditorium and other necessary personnel and fix 
their compensation. 

(d) To enact, amend and repeal rules and reg'ulations, not inconsistent with law, for 
the leasing of, charges for admission to, and government of audiences and participants 
in events at the auditorium, for the regulation of the board's meetings and deliberations, 
and for the government, operation and maintenance of the auditorium and the employes 
thereof. 

(e) To contract for, purchase 01' hire all fuel, equipment, furnishings, and supplies, 
services and help reasonably necessary for the propel' operation and maintenance of the 
auditorium, and to contract for, purchase, hire, promote, conduct and operate, either by 
lease of the auditorium building 01' parts thereof or by direct operation by the audi
torium board, meetings, concerts, theatricals, sporting events, conventions and other en
tel'tailllnent or events suitable to be held at the auditorium; and to handle and make all 
proper arrangements for the sale and disposition of admission tickets to auditorium 
events and the establishment of seating arrangements and priorities. 

(f) To audit all accounts and claims ag'ainst the auditorium or against the board, and, 
if approved, pay the same from the fund specified in sub. (9). All expenditures made 
pursuant to this section shall be within the limits of the ordinance. 

(g) To sue and be sued, and to collect or compromise any and all obligations due to 
the auditorium; all mouey received shall be paid into the joint auditorium fund. 

(h) To make such studies and recommendations to the county board and city council 
relating to the operation of the auditorium or the building of facilities therefor as the 
board may deem advisable or said governing bodies request. 

(i) To employ counsel on either a temporary or permanent basis. 
(8) BUDGET. The board shall annually, prior to the time of the preparation of either 

the county or city budget lmder s. 65.90, prepare a budget of its anticipated receipts and 
expenditures for the ensuing fiscal year and determine the proportionate cost to the 
county and the participating city pursuant to thc terms of the ordinance. A certified 
copy of the budget, which shall include a statement of the net amount required from the 
county and city, shall be delivered to the clerks of the respective municipalities. It shall 
be the duty of the county board and the common council of the city to consider such 
budget, and determine the amount to be raised by the respective municipalities in the 
proportions determined by the ordinance. Thereupon the county and city respectively 
shall levy a tax sufficient to produce the amount to be raised by said county and city. 

(9) AUDITORIUM FUND. A joint county-city auditorium fund shall be created and 
established in a public depository to be specified in the ordinance. The treasurer of the 
respective county and city shall payor cause to be paid into such fund the respective 
amounts to be paid thereto by such county and city as specified by the ordinance and 
resolutions of the respective municipalities when such amounts have been collected. All 
of the moneys which shall come into said fund are hereby appropriated to the board for 
the execution of its functions as provided by the ordinance and the resolutions of the 
respective municipalities. The moneys in the fund shall be paid out by the treasurer of 
the auditorium board only upon the approval 01' direction of the board. 

(10) CORRELATION OF LAWS. (a) In any case where a bid is a prerequisite to contract 
hl 13@Dection with a county or city auditorium under s. 66.29, it shall also be a pre-
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requisite to a valid contract by the board; and for such purpose the board shall be deemed 
a municipality and the contract a public contract under s. 66.29. 

(b) All statutory requirements, not inconsistent with the provisions of this section) 
appplicable to city auditoriums shall apply to auditoriums provided for in this section. 

(11) REPORTS. The board shall report its activities to the county board and the city 
council annually, or oftener as either of said municipalities may require. 

66.508 Oounty-city safety building. (1) DEFINITIONS. "Ordinance" as used in 
this section, unless the context requires 01' specifies otherwise, means an ordinanc~ adopted 
by the governing body of 9, city or county and concurred in by the other governll1g body, 
and "boaI'd" means the joint county-city safety building board established pursuant to 
this section. ' 

(2) COUNTY-CITY SAFETY BUI,LDING. Any county anucity partly or wholly within the 
county may by ordinance jointly construct or otherwise acquire, eCluip, furnish, operate 
and maintain a county-city safety building. 

(3) FINANCING. The governing bodies of the respective county and city shall have 
the pOlver to borrow money, appropl'iate funds, and levy taxes needed to carry out the 
purposes of this section. Funds to be used for the lJmpoRes specified in this section may 
be provided by the respective county 01' city by general obligation bonds issued uilder 
ch. 67 or by revenue bonds issued under s. 66.51 or by the issuance of both general obliga
tion bonds under ch. 67 and revenue bonds issued under s. 66.51. Any bonds issuedpur~ 
suant to this section shall be executed on behalf of the county by the county board chair
man and the county Clerk and on behalf of a city by tIle mayor or other chief executive 
officer thereof and by the city clerk. 

(4) COST SHARING. The ordinance shall provide for a sharing of all of the cost 
of construction or other acquisition, equipment, furnishing, operation and maintenance 
of such safety building on an agTeed percentage basis. 

(5) SAFEfJ'Y BUILDING BOARD. The ordinance shall provide for the establishment of 
a joint county-city safety building board to be composed of 3 members to be appointed 
by the C01Ulty board, one for a one-year, one for a 2-year and one for a 3-year term 
and 3 members to be appointed by the city council, one for a one-year, one for a 2-yea;' 
and one for a 3-year term, and one additional member appointed by the other members 
for a 3-year term. The membership of such board shall include the chairman of the 
county board and the mayor of the city, who shall be initially designated as members for 
the 3-year terms. Theil' respective successors shall be appointed and confirmed in like 
manner for terms of 3 years. All appointees shall serve until their successors are ap
pointed and qualified. Terms shall begin as specified in the ordinance. If a member of 
the board ceases to hoW his city or county office his membership on the board also termi
nates. Vacancies shall be filled for the ullCxpired term in the manner in which the original 
appointment was made. Members of the board shall be officials of the county or city. 

(6) OHGANIZATION OF BOARDS; OFFICERS; COMPENSATION; OATHS; BONDS. (a) When 
all members have· qualified the board shall llleet at the place designated in the ordinance 
and organize by electing from its membership a president, a vice president, a secretary 
and a treasurer, each to hold office for one year. The offices of secretary and treasurer 
may be combined if the board so decides. Members may receive such compensation as 
may be. provided in the ordinance and shall be reimbursed their actual and necessary 
expenses for their services. The board may appoint an assistant secretary and assistant 
treasurer, who need not be members of the board, to perform such services as shall be 
specified by the hoard. 

(b) Members, and any assistant secretary and assistant treasurer, shall qualify by 
taking the official oath, and the treasurer and any assistant treasurer shall furnish a bond 
in such sum as shall be specified by the board and be in the form and conditioned as 
provided in s. 19.01 (2) and (3). The oaths and bonds shall be filed with the county clerk. 
The cost of the bond shall be paid by the board. 

(7) POWERS OF BOARD. The board shall have power subject to provisions of the 
ordinance: 

(a) To contract. for the construction or other acquisition, equipping 01' furnishing of 
a county-city safety Imilding, and may accept donated services and gifts, grants 01' dona
tions of money 01' property and use the same for the purposes given and consistent with 
this section, allCI may contract for and authorize the installation of equipment and fur
nishings of the safety huilding, 01' any part the.reof by private individuals, persons or 
corporations by donations, loan, lease or conceSSIOn. 

(b) To contra~t for the construct.io!! or other acquis~tioll of additiOl~S ?l' improvements 
to, 01' alterations 1l1, such safety bmldmg' and the eqUIpment or fUl'l1lshmg' of any such 
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addition; and may ,contract for or authorize the installation of equipment and furnishings 
in such addition, 01' any part thereof, by private individuals, persons 01' corporations by 
d(mation, loan or concession. 

, . (c) To employ a superintendent of the safety building and other necessary personnel 
an\l fix their compensation. ." 
"( d) To enact, amend and repeal rules and regulations, not inconsistent with law, for 

the regulation of the board's meetings and deliberations, and for the government, opera· 
tipnand maintenance of the safety building and the employes thereof. 
:" (!3) To. contr,act for, purchase 01' hire all fuel, equipment, furnishings, and supplies, 
seryices:and help reasonably necessary for the pl'Oper operation and maintenance of the 
sa,fety bllilding. . 

, (f) To audit all accounts and claims ag'ainst the safety building or against the board; 
aI?-d, if approved, pay the same from the fund specified in sub. (9). All expenditures 
lilade'imrsuant to this section shall be within the limits of the ordinance. 

(g) To Slle and beslied, and to collect or compromise any and all obligations due to 
the safety building; all money received shall be paid into the joint safety building fund. 
, : (h), To make such studies and recommendations to the county board and city council 

relating to the opemtion of the safety building or the building of facilities therefor as 
the. boal'd may deem advisable or said governing bodies request. 
'i (i) To employ counsel on either a temporaJ.',Y or permanent basis. 

(8) BUDGET. The board shall annually, prior to the time of the preparation of eith81' 
the :cQunty or city budget under s. 65.90, prepare a budget of its anticipated receipts 
ahd expenditlU'es for the ensuing fiscal year and determine the proportionate cost to the 
county and the city pursuant to the terms of the ordinance. A certified copy of the budget, 
which shall include a statement of the net amount required from the county and city, 
shall be delivered to the Clerks of the respective municipalities. It shall be the duty of 
the county board and the common council of the city to consider such budget, and deter· 
mine the 1ll110unt to be raised by the respective municipalities in the proportions deter· 
lJ?,ingd. by the, ordinance.'I;hereupon t~e county. and city respe.ctively shall levy a. tax 
sufficient topl~oduce, the amo.unt to be raIsed by saHl co.unty and Clty. 
, (9) SAFETY BUILDING FUND. A joint county-city safety building' fund shall be created 
and· established in a public depository to be specified in the ordinance. The treasurer of 
the .respective county and city shall payor cause to be paid into such fund the respective 
a:inounts to be paid thereto by such county and city as specified by the ordinance and 
resolutions of the respective municipalities when such amounts have been collected. All 
of the moneys which shall come into said fund are hereby appropriated to the board for 
the execution of its functions as provided by the ordinance and the resolutions of the 
respective municipalities. The moneys in the fund shall be paid out by the treasurer of 
the safety building board only upon the approval or direction of the board. • 
; . (10) CORRELATION o:B'LAWS. In any case where a bid is a prerequisite to contract in 
connection witli a county or city safety building under s. 66.29, it shall also be a pre" 
requisite to a valid contract by the bODrd; and fo.r such purpose the board shall be 
deemed a· municipality and the contract a public contract under s. 66.29. 

(11) REPORTS. 'Uhe board shall report its activities to the county board and the city 
cOUllcilanilimlly, or oftener as either of said municipalities may rcquh·e. 

(13) ImiuR4NoE. The board may procure and enter contracts for any type of insur
arice and indemnity against loss or daImg>e to property from any cause, including loss 
of Use ;aild occupancy, against death 01' injury of any person, against employers' liability, 
against any act of any member, officer or employe of the board in the performance of his 
duties, or any other insurable risk. 

(1M CONSTRUCTION. Nothing' in this section shall be construed as relieving, modify
ing or interfering' with the responsibilities for operating jails which are vested in sheriffs 
lmder s. 59.23. (1) and chiefs of, police under s. 62.09 (13) (b). 

66.51 Revenue bonds for counties and cities. (1) (a) Every county or city, or both 
jointly, may construct, purchase, acquire, develop, improve,operate or maintain a 
county or city building, or both jointly, for a courthouse, safety building', city hall, hos
pital, armory, libral'Y, auditorium and music hall, municipal parking lots or other paJ:k
ing facilities, or municipal center or any combination thereof, or a. University of Wis
consin extension center, if the operation of such center has been approved by the board 
of regents of the university. 

(b) The county board, common council of any city, or both jointly, are authorized 
in their discretion, for any of its corporate purposes as set forth in this subsection, to 
issue bonds on which the principal and interest are payable from the income and revenues 
of such project financed with the proceeds of such bonc1s or with such proceeds together 
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with the proceeds of a grant from the federal government to aid in the financing and 
construction thereof. In the case of municipal parking lots or other parking facilities 
such bonds may in addition be payable as to both principal and interest from income 
and revenues from other similar projects; parking meters, parking fees, or imy other 
income or revenue obtained through parking, or any combination thereof. 

(c) The credit of the county, or city, or both jointly, shall not be .pledged to the 
payment of such bonds, but shall be payable only from the income and revenues described 
in par. (b) or the funds received from the sale or disposal thereof. If the county board, 
01' common council of a city, or both jointly, so determine, such bonds shall be secured 
either by a trust indenture pledging such revenues or by a mortgage on the property 
comprising such project and the revenues therefrom. 

(2) The bonds or other evidences of indebtedness shall state upon their face that the 
county,or city, or both jointly, shall not be a debt thereof or be liable therefor. Any 
indebtedness created by this section shall not be considered an indebtedness of such county 
or city and shall not be included in such amounts of determining the constitutional five 
per cent debt limitations . 

. (3) The provisions of section 66.066 relating to the issuance· of revenue bonds by cities 
for public utility purposes in so far as applicable shall apply to the issuance of revenue 
bonds under this section. 

(4) All actions of any county or city, including all contracts, agreements, obligationb 
and undertakings entered into pursuant to such actions, before December 4, 1955, in con
nection with the construction or other acquisition, equipment, furnishing, operation' and 
maintenance of a joint county-city safety building, which would have been valid if this 
act (1955) had heen in effect when such actions were taken, are hereby validated, 

66.52 Promotion of industry. (1) It is declared to be the policy of the state 'to 
encourage and promote the development of industry to provide greater employment oppor
tunities and to broaden the state's tax base to relieve the tax burden of residents and home 
owners. It is recognized that the availability of suitable sites is a prime factor in influenc
ing the location of industry but that existing available sites may be encroached upon by 
the development of other uses unless protected from such encroachment by.purchase and 
reservation. It is further recognized that cities, villages and towns have broad power. to 
act for the commercial benefit and the health, safety and public welfare of the public. 
However, to inlplement that power, legislation authorizing borrowing is neceSSary. It .is, 
therefore, declared to he the policy of the state to authorize cities, villages and towns .to 
borrow for the reservation and development of industrial sites, and the expenditure <.if 
funds therefor is determined to be a public purpose. 

(2) For financing purposes, the purchase, reservation and development of industrial 
sites' undertaken by any city, village 01' town is a public utility within the meaning of 
s~ 66.066. In financing' under that section, rentals and fees shall be considered as revenue. 
Any indebtedness created hereunder shall not be included in arriving at the constitutional 
debt limitation. 

(3) Sites purchased for industrial development under this section or pursuant to any 
other authority may be developed by the city, village or town by the installation of utilities 
and roadways but not by the construction of buildings 01' structures. Any such sites may 
be sold 01' leased for industrial purposes but only for a fair consideration to be determined 

: by the governing body. 
History. 1961 c. 75. 

66.526 Uniform salaries in first class cities. The common council of any city of 
the first class, however incorporated, may at any regular or special meeting, at any 
time during the calendal'year, adopt a uniform and comprehensive salary or wage 
ordinance, 01' both, based on a classification of officers, employments and positions in 
the city service and of and including any and all offices and positions whatsoever in 
the employment of such city, whether previously so classified or not, provided provision 
has been made in the budg'et of the current year for the total sum of money required 
for the payment of salaries and wages for such employment and a tax levied to include 
the same, with the following exception: That wages may be fixed at any such time by 
resolution alone and that the conmlOn council may, at any time during the. calendar year, 
at any such meeting' determine a cost-of-living increment or deduction, to be. paid in 
addition to such wages or salaries, based 011 a proper finding of the United States bureau 

'of labor statistics. Any such common council may, at any such meeting, provide for 
overtime pay of employes worked in excess of 40 hours per week. . 

66;527 Recreation authority. (1) (a) Funds for the establishment, operation and 
maintenance of a department of recreation may be provided by the gove1'1ling body of 
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any town or school district after compliance with the provisions of section 65.90 or such 
funds must be appropriated following a favorable referendum conducted at any regular 
election. 

(b) The governing body of any town may, upon its own initiative, order such a refer
endum and shall order such a referendum upon written petition signed by not less than 
15 per cent of the total electOl's whose votes were cast for the office of governor at the 
last regular election of such town. 

(c) The petition for a referendum shall state the amount of money to be raised for the 
purpose of establishing, operating and maintaining such a recreation department. The 
amount raised shall not exceed one-tenth of a mill on the assessed valuation of the town. 

(d) Following a favorable mill tax referendum, the mill tax necessary to raise the 
required amount to establish, maintain and operate a department of public recreation 
shall be levied on the taxable property in any such governmental unit. Thereaftcr money 
may be raised for such purpose by following the provisions of section 65.90 as far as 
applicable. Such moneys leviE-d and collected shall not be used directly or indirectly for 
any other purpose. 

(2) (a) Any such governmental unit may delegate the power to establish, maintain 
and operate a department of public recreation to a board of recreation, which shall consist 
of 3 members and shall be appointed by the chairman or other presiding officer of the 
governing body. The first appointments shall be made so that one member will serve one 
year, one for 2 years and one for 3 years; thereafter appointments shall be for terms of 
3 years. 

(b) "When 2 01' more of the aforesaid governing units desire to conduct, jointly, a 
department of public recreation, the joint recreation board shall consist of not less than 
3 members who shall be selectE,d by the presiding officers of such governmental units acting 
jointly. Appointments shall be made for tpl'll1S as provicTed in paragraph (a). 

(c) The members of any such recreation board shall serve gratuitously. 
(d) Such recreation board is authorized to conduct the activities of such public 

recreation department, to expend funds therefor, to employ a supervisor of recreation, 
to employ assistants, to purchase eqnipment and supplies, and generally to supervise 
the administration, maintenance and operation of such department and recreational 
activities authorized by the board. 

(3) (a) The public recreation board has the right to conduct public recreation 
activities on property purchased 01' leased by any such governing unit for recreational 
purposes and under its own custody, on other public property under the custody of any 
other public authority, body or board with the consent of such public authority, body or 
boan1, or on private property with the consent of its owner, and such board with the 
approval of the appointing board, Illay accept gifts and bequests of land, money or other 
personal property, and nse the same in whole or in part, or the income therefrom or the 
proceeds from the sale of any such property in the establisllment, maintenance and opera
tion of recreational activities. 

(b) The board shall annually submit to the governing body a report of its activities 
and showing receipts and expenditures. Such rep01'ts shall be submitted not less than 
15 days prior to the annual meeting of such governmental unit. 

(c) An audit shall be Illade of the accounts of such recreational board in the same 
manner as provided for audits for towns or school districts as the case may be. 

(d) The persons selected by the recreation board shall furnish a surety bond in such 
amount as shall be fixed by the governing body. 

66.53 Repayment of assessments in certain cases. Whenever in any city any 
con tract for improvements has been or may be hereafter declared void by any court of 
last resort on the following grounds: want of power to make such contract; made con
trary to a prohibition against contracting in any other than a specified way; or forbidden 
by statute, and if the governing body of such city shall not have adopted the resolution 
referred to in subsection (1) of section 66.295 relating to payment of any l'>erson who 
has furnished any benefits pursuant to said void contract, the governing body of such 
city may provide that all persons who have paid all or any part of any assessment levied 
against the abutting property owners by reason of such improvement may be reimbursed 
the amount of such assessment so paid from such fund as the governing body may 
determine. 

66.54 Special improvement bonds; certificates. (1) DEFINITIONS. Wherever used 
or referred to in this section, unless a different meaning clearly appears from the 
context: 

(a) "Municipality" means county, city, village, town, farm drainage board, sanitary 
districts, utility districts, and all other public boards, commissions or districts, except 
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cities of the first class, authorized by law to levy special assessments for public improve
ments against the property benefited thereby. 

(b) "Governing body" means the body or board vested by statute with the power to 
levy special assessments for public improvements. 

(c) "Contractor" means the person, firm or corporation performing the work or 
furnishing the materials, or both, for a public improvement. 

(d) "Public improvement" means the result of the performance of work or the 
furnishing of materials or both, for which special assessments are authorized to be 
levied against the property benefited thereby. 

(e) "Sinking fund" means the fund, however derived, set aside for the payment 
of principal and interest on contractor's certificates or bonds issued under this section. 

(2) METHODS OF PAYMENT FOR PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS. In addition to the other 
methods prescribed by law, payment of the cost of any public improvement authorized 
by the governing body of any municipality on or after July 1, 1943, may be made lJY 
anyone of the following methods or a combination thereof: 

(a) Payment by the municipality out of its general f~Ulds. 
(b) Payment out of the proceeds of the sale of bonds issued by it, pursuant to 

section 67.04. 
(c) Contractor's certificates, constituting a lien against a specific parcel of real 

estate. 
(d) General obligation-local improvement bonds, or the proceeds thereof. 
(e) Special assessment B bonds, or the proceeds thereof. 
(3) PRELIMINARY PAYlIIENT ON COST OF PUBLIC IlIIPROVElIIENTS. Whenever it is de

termined that the cost of any public improvement about to be made is to be paid, 
wholly 01' in part, by special assessments against the property to be benefited by the 
improvement, the resolution authorizing such public improvement shall provide and 
require that the whole, 01' an}' stated proportion, 01' no part of the estimated aggregate 
cost of such public improvement, which is to be levied as special assessments, shall 
be paid into the municipal treasury in cash. No such public improvement shan be 
commenced nor any contract let therefor unless and until such payment, if any, required 
by said resolution, is paid into the treasury of the municipality by the owner 01' 

persons having an interest in the property to be benefited, which payment shan be 
credited on the amount of the special assessments levied or to be levied against 
benefited property designated by the payer. In the event that a preliminary payment 
is required by said resolution, the refusal of one or more owners or persons having 
an interest in the property to be benefited to pay such preliminary payments shall not 
prevent the making of such improvement, if the entire specified sum is obtained from 
the remaining owners or interested parties. 

(4) DISCOUNT ON CONTRACT PRICE. Every bid hereafter received for any public 
improvement which is not to be paid wholly in cash shall contain a provision that all 
payments made in cash by the municipality as provided by contract or made on special 
assessments as hereinafter provided shall be subject to a specified rate of discount. 
The municipal treasurer shall issue a receipt for every such payment made on any 
special assessment, stating the date and amount of the cash payment, the discount and 
the total credit including such discount, on a specified special assessment or assess
ments. The treasurer shall 011 thc samc clay deliver a duplicate of such receipt to the 
clerk, who shall credit the specified assessments accordingly. All moneys so received 
shall be paid to the contractor as provided by the contract. 

(5) P AYlIIENT BY lIIUNICIPALITY. Whenever any such public improvement has been 
paid for by the municipality, contractor's certificates as provided for in suhsection (6), 
or general obligation-local improvement bonds as provided for in subsection (9), or 
special assessment B bonds as provided for in subsection (10) may be issued to the 
municipality as the owner thereof. All of the provisions of said subsections (6), (9) 
and (10) applicable to the contractor or to the owncr of such contractor's certificates 
01' to such general obligatioil-Iocal improvement bonds 01' to such special assessment 
B bonds shall be deemed to include the municipality which has paid for such improve
ment and to which such contractor's certificates, gcneral obligation-local improvement 
bonds 01' special assessment B bonds have been issued, except as in this section other
wise provided. 

(6) PAYMENT BY CONTRACTOR'S CERTIFICATE. (a) Whenever any public improve
ment has been made and has been acceptcd by the governing hody of the municipality, 
it may cause to be issued to the contractor for SUCll public improvement, a contractor's cer
tificate as to each parcel of land against "which special assessments have been levied for 
the unpaid balance of the amount chargeable thereto, describing each parcel. Such 
certificate shall be substantially in the following form: 
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$ •••• (name of municipality) No. 
CONTRAOTOR'S OERTIFICATE FOR OONSTRUOTION OF •••• 

(name of municipality) 

1310 

. . .. Issued pursuant to section 66.54 (6) Wis. Stats. 
We,the undersigned officers of the (nanleof municipality), hereby certify that 

(name and address of contractor) has performed the work of constructing .... in .... 
benefiting the following premises, to wit: (insert legal description) in the (name of munici
pality) .... County, Wisconsin, pursuant to a contract entered into by said (name of 
mUl1icipality) with the said (name of contractor), dated .... , and that .... entitled to the 
sum of .... dollars, being the unpaid balance due for said work charg'eable to the 
property hereinabove described. 

Now, THEREFORE, if the said sum shall not be paid to the treasurer of (name of 
municipality) before the first day of December, next, the same shall be extended upon 
the tax roll of the (name of municipality) against the property above described as list
ed therein, and collected for, as provided by law. 

This certificate is transferable by indorsement but such assignment or transfer shall 
be invalid unless the same shall be recol'Cled in the office of the clerk of the (name of 

, municipality) and the fact of such recording is indorsed on this certificate. THE HOLDER 
'OF THIS OERTIFICATE SHALL HAVE NO OLAIlI, UPON THE- (name of municipality) IN ANY 

EVENT, EXOEPT FROM THE PROOEEDS OF THE SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS LEVIE.D FOR SAID WORK 
AGAINST THE ABOVE DESORIBED LAND. 

This certificate shall hear interest at 6% per annum from its date to January 1 
next succeeding. This certificate may be exchanged for the tax sale certificate result
ing from the sale of the above described lands for failure to pay the special assessment 
levied for the work hereinabove described. 

Given under our hands at (name of municipality), this .... day of .... , 19 ... 

(Mayor, President, Chairman) 
Countersigned: 

Clerk, (name of municipality) 

ASSIGNMENT REOORD 
Assigned by to 
.... ...• •... ...• of ..•. • ••••••• 
(Original Con- (name of Assignee) (Address of Assignee) (Date and sig-

tractor) nature of clerk) 
(b) Such certificate shall in no event be a municipal liability and shall so state in 

bold face type printed on the face thereof. Upon issuance of said certificate, the clerk 
of the municipality shall at once deliver to the municipal treasurer a schedule of each 
such certificate showing the date, amount, number, date of maturity, pel'imn to whom 
issued and parcel of land against which the assessment is made. The treasurer shall 
thereupon notify, by mail, the owner of said parcel as the same appears on the last 
assessment roll, that payment is due on said certificate at the office of said treasurer, 
and if such owner shall pay such amount or part thereof so due, said clerk shall cause 
the same to be paid to the registered holder of said certificate, and shall indorse such 
payment on the face of said certificate and on his record thereof. The clerk shall keep 
a record of the names of the persons, firms or corporations to whom such contractor's 
p.ertificates shall be issued and of the assignees thereof when the fact of assignment is 

. made known to such clerk. Assignments of such contractor's certificates shall be invalid 
nnless recorded in the office of the clerk of the municipality and the fact of such re
cording be indorsed on said certificate. Upon final payment of the certificate, the same 
Ehall be delivered to the treasurer of the municipality and by him delivered to such 
clerk. On the first of each month, to and including December 1, the treasurer shall 
certify to the clerk a detailed statement of all payments made on such certificates; 

(c) After the expimtion of 90 days from the date of such certificate or any general 
obligation-local improvementlJond 01' special assessment B bond hereinafter provic1ed 
for, the same shall be conclusive evidence of the legality of all proceedings up to and 
including the issue thereof and prima facie evidence of the proper construction of the 
improvement. 

(d) If said certificates are not paid before December 1 in the year in which they 
are issued, the comptroller or clerk of the municipality shall thereupon include in the 
statement of special assessments to he placed in the next tax roll an amount sufficient 
to pay such certificates, with interest thereon at the rate of 6 per cent per annum from 
the elate of such certificates to J auuary 1 ne:x:t succeeding" and thereafter the same 
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proceedings shalll)e had as in the case of general property taxes, except as in this section 
otherwise provided. Such delinquent taxes shall be returned to the county treasurer in 
trust for collection and not for credit. All moneys collected by the municipal treasurer 
or by the county treasurer and remitted to the municipal treasurer on account of such 
special assessments and all the tax certificates issued to the county on the sale of th!), 
property for such special assessment, if the same is returned delinquent, shall be 
delivered to the owner of the contractor's certificate on demand. 

(7) ANNUAL INSTALME,NTS OF SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS. (a.)' The governing body of any 
municipality may provide that special assessments levied to defray the cost of any public 
improvement, except sprinkling or oiling streets, may be paid in annual instalments. 

(b) The first instalment shall include a proportionate part of the principal. of the 
special assessment, determined by the number of instalments, together with interest on 
the whole assessment at a rate not exceeding' 6 pel' cent pel' annum and from such, 
date, not prior to the date of the notice hereinafter provided for, and to such date, .not 
latel' than December 31, in the year in which same is to be collected as shall. be 
determined by the governing body, and each subsequent instalment shall include a like. 
proportion of the principal and one year's interest upon the unpaid portion. of such. 
assessment. 

(c) The first instalment shall be entered in the first tax roll prepared after said 
instalments shall have been determined as a special tax on the property upon which the 
special assessment was levied, and thereafter this tax shall be treated .in all respects 
as any other municipal tax, except as in this section otherwise provided. One of the 
subsequent instalments shall be entered in a like manner and with like effect in each 
of the annual tax rolls thereafter until all are levied. 

(d) If any instalment so entered in the tax roll shall not be paid to the mlmicipal 
treasurer with the other taxes it shall be returned to the county as delinquent and 
accepted and collected by the county in the same manner as delinquimt general taxes 
on real estate, except as in this section otherwise provided. 

(e) Whenever the goveming body determines to permit any special assessmen:ts: rfm 
any local improvements to be paid in instaUments it shall cause anotice to be published 
in the official paper, if the municipality has one, otherwise it shall cause such notice to 
be posted in 3 public places in such municipality. Such notice shall be substantially in 
the following' form: 

INSTALMENT ASSESSMENT NOTICE. 
Notice is hereby given that a contract has been (or is about to be) let for (describe the 
improvement) and that the amount of the special assessment therefor has been deter
mined as to each parcel of real estate affected thC>l'eby and a statement of the sallle is on 
file with the .... clerk; it is proposed to collect the same in ... , instalments, as provided 
for by section 66.54 of tIle Wisconsin £tatutes, with interest thereon at .... per cent per 
annum; that all assessments will be collected in instalments as above provided except 
such assessments on property where the owner of the same shall file with the .... clerk 
within 30 days from date of this notice a wTitten notice that he elects to pay tIte special 
assessment on his pToperty, describing the same, to the .... treasureT on or befOl:e the 
next succeeding November 1. If, after making such election, said property owner fails to 
make the payment to the .... treasurer, the ... , clerk shall place the entire assessm81~t on 
the next succeeding tax roll. 

Dated, ... 
Clerk of (name of municipality) 

(f) After the time for making such election shall have expiTed, any assessment may 
be paid in full before due, only upon the payment of such portion of the interest to 
become due thereon as the governing body shall determine. 

(g) A schedule of the assessments and instalments thereof shall be recorded in the 
office of the clerk of the municipality forthwith. . 

(h) All special assessments and instalments of special assessments which are 
returned to the county as delinquent by any municipal treasurer pursuant to this section 
shall be accepted by the county in accordance with the provisions of this section, shall 
be set forth in a separate column of the delinquent retmn and shall be plainly dis
tinguished in such return from special assessments 01' instalments of special assessments 
issued under laws in effect on and prior to June 30, 1943 which shall continue to be 
returned as provided in section 62.21. 

(8) SPECIAL ASSESSMENT BONDS, INSTALMEN't'S. In order to provide immediately 
the cash for the payment of the cost of any public improvement, the municipality may 
issue bonds payable in instalments of like number as the instalments of the underlying 
special assessment levied to pay for such puhlic improvement. Such bonds may be: 
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(a) General obligation-local improvement bonds. 
(b) Special assessment B bonds. 
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(9) GENERAl, OBLIGATION-LOOAL IMPROVEJlIENT BONDS. (a) For the purpose of 
anticipating the collection of special assessments payable in instalments as provided in 
this section and after such instalments have been determined, the governing boely may 
issue general obligation-local improvement bonds as more particularly described in this 
subsection. 

(b) The issue of such bonds shall be in an amount not to exceed the aggregate 
unpaid special assessments levied for the public improvement which such issue is to 
finance. A single issue of such bonds may be used to finance one or more different 
local improvements for which special assessments are authorized to be made in the same 
year. The provisions of sections 67.035, 67.06, 67.07, 67.08 and 67.11, where not 
contrary to theprovisions of this section, shall be applicable to such bonds. Such bonds 
shall mature in the same number of instalments as said special a8sessments, but the 
date of maturity of each instalment of said bonds shall be fixed in October, November 
or December. The first maturity of such bonds may be in the second year following the 
clate of levy of the first instalment of the underlying special assessment. At the time 
of the authorization of such bonds, the governing body of the municipality shall levy 
a tax upon all the taxable property of said municipality sufficient to provide for the 
paynient of the principal and interest of said bonds at maturity, which tax levy shall 
be irrepealable. All collections of instalments of the special assessments levied to pay 
for such public improvement, either before 01' after delinquency thereof, shall be placed 
by the municipal treasurer in a special sinking fund, designated and identified for such 
issue of such bonds, a11(l shall be used only for the payment of said bonds and interest 
of such issue. The annual instalment of the irrepealable tax levied for the pUl'pose of 
payment of such bonds and interest thereon, shall be diminished by the amonnt on 
hand in such sinking fund on November 1 of each tax levy year after dedncting any 
unpaid interest and principal due in that year, ancl said amount so on hand in said fund 
shall be applied to the payment of the next succeeding instalment of principal and 
interest named on said bonds. Any deficiency in the sinking fund for the payment of 
such bonds and interest thereon at maturity shall be paid out of the general fund of 
the municipality and such general fund shall be reimbursed from the collection of such 
part of the aforesaid irrepealable tax as is actually levied. Any surplus in said sinking 
fund after all bonds and interest thereon are fully paid, shall be paid into the general 
fund. 

(c) If any instalment of the aforesaid special assessment so entered in the tax 
roll shall not be paid to the municipal treasurer with the other taxes, it shall be returned 
to the county treasurer as delinquent in trust for collection. If the tax sale certificate 
resulting' from the sale of said delinquent special assessment is bid in at the annual county 
tax sale by any person, firm or corporation other than the county, the county treasurer 
shall pay to the municipality the full amount received therefor, includiJ;tg interest, and 
the municipal treasurer shall thereupon pay the amount of such remittance into such 
special sinking fund for the redemption of such bonds. 

(d) If at any sale of taxes by the county treasUl'er no bid by any person, firm 01' 

corporation shall be made for any lot or parcel of land subject to special assessment 
whicli was returned to the county treasurer as delinquent, pursuant to paragraph (c) 
hereof, and said land is biel in by the county, the tax sale certificate evidencing the sale 
of said lanel may thereafter upon request therefor by the municipal treasmer duly 
authorized by the governing body of the municipality, which returned said special 
assessment as delinquent, be assigned to said municipality in its corporate name, and 
thereupon said municipality shall be vested with the same rights as are other tax sale 
certificate purchasers 01' owners, including the right to take a tax deed in its name, except 
as in this section otherwise provided. 

(e) Whenever such a certificate shall have been so acquired by any municipality, the 
governing body thereof, to protect its interest, may authorize and direct its treasurer to 
bid in and become the exclusive purchaser in the corporate name of such municipality of 
such land at any sale of the same by the county treasurer for any tax 01' tax lien, and the 
said municipality shall be vested with the same rights as are other purchasers, except as 
in this section otherwise provided, and provided further that said municipality shall, 
before becoming the exclusive purchaser of said land for delinquent taxes 01' special 
assessment taxes, purchase, redeem, 01' acquire by assignment, any outstanding tax sale 
certificates of date equal 01' subsequent to the certificate of tax sale held by the municipality, 
upon which it bases its right to become such exclusive purchaser. ,Vhen a tax deed shall 
be issued to such municipality, the deed may be issued in the same manner in which tax 
deeds are issuecl to individuals. The land covered hy said deed shall be exempt from 
further general property taxes until May 1 following the clate on which the same is sold 
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by the municipality: taking the tax deed and until such sale the municipal clerk shall 
annually, before May 1, furnish the assessor of said municipality a list of the lands of 
such municipality exempt from taxation under this, paragraph, and such assessor shall 
mark said lands exempt. 

(10) SPECIAL ASSESSMENT B BONDS. (a) For the purpose of anticipating the collection 
of special assessmellts payable in instalments, as provided in this section and after said 
instalments have been determined, the governing body may issue special assessment B 
bonds payable out of the proceeds of such special assessments as provided in this section. 
Such bOllds i;lhall in no event be a general municipal liability. 
, (b) The issue of such bonds shall be in an amount not to exceed the aggregate unpaid 
special assessments levied for the public improvement which such issue is to finance. 
A separate bond shall be issued for each separate assessment and said bond shall be 
secured by and be payable out of only the assessment against which it is issued. Such 
bonds shall matul'e in the same number of instalments as said special assessments. Such 
bonds shall carry coupons equal in number 'to the number of spe'cial' assessments, 1vhich 
coupons shall be detachable ::md entitle the owner thereof to the payment ofprin()ipal 
and Interest collected on the imderlying special' as~essments. Such bond shall be signed 
by the .Qhief executive, and the clerk of the municipality and the corporate seal ,of the 
municipality shall be affixed thereto and the bond shall contain such recitals as may be 
necessary tosh01v that it is payable only out of t4e speCial assessment on the particular 
property' against 1vhich it is issued 'and the pur;pose for which ,same was levied and such 
other provisions as the governing body shall deem pioper to insert. 

(ba.) Payments of principal and interest shall conform as nearly as may be to the 
payments to be made' on the instalments of the assessment, and the principal and interest 
to be paid on the bonds shall not exceed the principal and hiter~st to be receiveci, on the 
assessment. All collections of instalments' of the" special assessments levied to pay fo1' 
such public' improvement, either before or after' delinq~ency the1.'eof shall be 'placed by 
the municipal treasurer in a special sinking fund desig'ilated and identified fQr sncp. issue 
of bonds and shall be used only for the paymellt of said' bonds and interest of such 
issue. Any surplus in said sinking fund after all bonds and interest thereon are fully 
paid, shall be paid into the general fund. 

(c) Such bonds, must be registered in, the, name of, the owner thereof on the records 
of the clerk of ,the municipality by which said bonds were issued. Upon transfer of the 
ownership of such bonds the fact of such transfer must be noted upon the bond and on 
the record of, ,the, ,cl8).'k of such municipality. Any transfer not so' recorded :shall be 
null and void and the clerk of,' the municipality shall be entitled to, make payments of 
principalllnd ,intel'est to the Qwnerof the, bond as registered on the books of the 
municipality. 

,(d) Principal and interest collected on the underlying special assessments as well 
as interest collected, on the delinquent special assessments and on delinquenttax certificates 
issued therefor shall be paid by the treasurer of the municipality out of the sinking fund 
created for th\! issue, of such bonds" tQ the registered holder, thereof upon the pi'esentation 
and surrender of the coupons due attacheci ,to said bonds. Whenever such underlying 
special assessment is not paid and the, same is struck off to the county at. .the tax sale, 
the wgi,stered owner of the bond may surrender his ,coupon to the county treasurer who 
thereupon ,shall assign to hill). tl,le tax sale, ,certificate underlying such speci[JI assessment. 
If any instalment of the, aforesaid ,special assessment entered in the tax roll shan not 
be paid to the municipal treasu~'er w~th the other taxes, it shall be returned to the county 
treasurer as delinquent in trust for collection. 

(e) If the tax sale certificate r6sulting, from the sale of said, delinquent special 
assessment is bid in at the county tax sale, or redeemed subsequent to the tax sale by 
any person, firm OL' c?rpor~tio~ other than the county, the, county treasurer, shall pay 
to the municipality, the' fuIlalllount received therefor, including interest, and, the munici
pal treasurer shall thereupon pay the amount of such, remittance into a special sinking 
fund created for the paYlllent of such special assessment B bonds. 

(11) AREA GROUPING OF S~ECI.AL AS~ESSMENTS. Whenever the governing body de
termines to issue general obligation-local improvement bonds pursuant to subsectio:iJ. (9) 
of this section, it may group the special assessments levied against benefited lands and 
issue such bonds against such special assessments so grouped as a whole. All sueh bonds 
shall pe equally secured, by such assessments without priority one over the other. 

(12) DISPOSITION OF SPECIAL ASSESSMENT PROCEEDS WHERE IMPROVElfENTPAID FOR OUT 
OF GENERAL ,FUND OR BONDS ISSUED UNDER SECTION, 67.04. Whenever special assessments 
are levied for any public improvements, all amounts collected on such special assessments 
or receiv:ed from the county shall be placed in the general fund of the municipality in 
case the payment for the i,mprovement was made out of its general fund, Ol~ in the sinking 
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fund required for the payment of bonds issued under section 67.04 if such improvement 
was paid out of ,the proceeds thereof. Such special assessments, when delinquent, shall 
be returned in trust for collection and the municipality shall have the same rights as 
provided in subsection (9) (c), (d) and (e). 

(13) LIEN OF TAX SALE' CERTIFICATES. The lien of any tax sale certificate issued pursu
ant to this'section shall be superior to the lien of all tax sale certificates of prior date 
but shall be subordinate to the lien of all general property tax sale certificates of the 
same 01' a subsequent date not outlawed by limitation. The limitation prescribed by 
section 75.20 as to tax sale certificates issued to and owned by counties and municipalities 
shall apply as to all tax sale certificates issued pursuant to the terms of this section to any 
municipality as defined in subsection (1) (a). 

(14) PAYMENT REQUIRED TO OBTAIN TAX DEED. At the time of obtaining a tax deed 
on a tax certificate based on a special assessment levied under the provisions of section 
66.54, the applicant therefor shall be required to pay to the county treasurer a .sum equal 
to the principal amount of city, village 01' town general and school taxes included in all 
tax certificates not outlawed by limitation held by the county treasurer, and dated prior 
to the special tax certificates on which the tax deed is applied for. The county treasurer 
shall apply such payments as a partial i'edemption of such respective tax certificates. 

(15) SINKING FUND FOR SPECIAL ASSESSMENT B BONDS. Whenever the governing body 
detel;mines to issue special assessment B bonds plll's~lant to subsection (10), it mayestab
lish in its treasury a fund not less than 15 per cent of the amount of special assessment 
instalments, due and collectible, for the installation of that particular special improve
ment. Such fund is to be desigllatedas a sinking fund for the particular bond issue, and 
shall be, maintained ltntil su<!h .indebtedness is paid 01' otherwise extinguished. Any sur
plus in the sinking fund after all the bonds have been paid or canceled shall be carried 
into the general fund of the ml1nicipal treasury. The source of said fund shall be estab
lished :either from the general fund of the municipal treasury or by the levy of an irre
pealable and irre~ocable general tax. Such bonds shall in no event be a general municipal 
liability. 

66.60 Special assessments and charges. (1) (a) Asa complete alternative to all 
other methods provided. by law, any city 01' village may. by resolution of its g'overning 
body, levy and collect special assessments upon property ina limited and determinable 
area for special benefits conferred upon such property by any municipal work or iniprove
ment jand may provide for the payment of all 01' any part of the cost 'of the work or 
improvement out of, the proceeds of such special assessments. 

(b) The amount assessed against any propei1y for any work or improvement which 
does not represent an exercise of the police power shall not exceed the value' of the 
benefits accruing to the property therefrom, and for those representing' an exercise of the 
police power, the assessment shall be upon a reasonable basis as determined by the gov
erning body of the .city or village. 
, (2) Prior to the exercise of any powers conferred by this section, the governing body 
shall declare by preliminary resolution its intention to exercise such powers for a stated 
municipal purpose. Such l'esolutiOll shall describe generally the contemplated purpose, 
the limits of the proposed assessment district, the number of instalments in which the 
special assessments may be paid, or that the nlunbe'l' of instalments w:ill be determined at 
the hearing required under sub. (7), and direet the propel' municipal officer or employe 
to make a repol'tthereon. Such resolution may limit the proportion of the cost to be 
assessed. 

(3) The report required by sub. (2) shall cOlisist of: 
(a) Preliminary or final plans and specifications .. 
(b) An estimate of the entii'e cost of the proposed work or improvement. 
(c) An estimate, as to each parcel of prop811y affected, 'of: . 
1. The assessment of benefits to be levied.' 
2. The damages to be awarded for property taken 01' damaged. 
3. The net amount of such benefits over damages or the net amount of such damages 

over' benefits. 
, (d) A statement that the property against which the assessments are proposed is benee 

fited, where the .work or improvement constitutes ail exercise of the police power. In 
such case the estimates required under pal'. (c) shall be replaced by a schedule of' the 
proposed assessments .. 

(4) A copy of the report when completed shall be filed with the municipal clerk for 
pu blie inspection. 

(5) The cost of any work or improvement to be paid in whole or in part by special 
assessment on property may include the direct and indi1'ect cost thereof, the damage's OCC9-
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sioned thereby, the interest on bonds 01' notes issued in anticipation of the collection of 
the assessments, a, reasonable charge for the,services of the administrative staB' of , the city 
01' village and the cost of any architectural, engineering and legal services, and any other 
item, of direct ,or indirect cost which may reasonably be, attributed to the proposed work 
01' in;tprQyement. Th~ amount to be assessed against all property for any such proposed 
work or improvement shall be apportioned among the individual parcels in the, manner 
designated by the governing body. 

(6) If any property deemed benefited shall by reaSon of any provision of law be ex
empt from assessment .therefor, such assessment ,shall be computed and shall be paid by 
the city or village. , ' , 

'(6a) :A parcel of land against which has been levied a special assessment for the sani
tary sewer 01' water main laid in one of the streets upon which it abuts, shall be entitled 
to such deduction or exemption as the govel'l1ing body determines to be reasonable and 
just'under the circumstances'of each case, when a,special assessment is levied for the sani
tary sewer 01' water main laid in the other street upon which such COl'l1er lot abuts. The 
governing body" may allow a similar deduction or exemption from special assessments 
levied for any other public, improvement. 

, (7) 'Upon the completion and filing of the report required by sub. (3) the city 01' vil
lage c.Ierk shall ca:use notice to be given stating the nature of the proposed work 01' im
provement, the general boundary lines of the proposed assessment district including,in 
the discretion 'of the governing body; a smaIl map thereof, the place and time at which 
the report may be inspected, and the place arid time at which all persons interested, or 
their agents or attorneys, may a,ppear befOl'e the governing body orcolllll1ittee thereof 
01.' the boal'd of public works and be heard concel'l1ing the matters contained in the pre
liminary resolution and the report. Such notice shaIlbe given either by publication of a 
copy of the notice at least once in a newspaperpublisheclor having a, general'cil'culation 
in such city 01' village, 01' such notice shall be posted in not less than' 5 public places 
within tliecity 01' villag'e of which at least 3 shaIl be within the assessment district and 
a'copy' of such notice shall, be mailed to every interested 'person whose post-office address 
is kIiown,' or can' with reasonable diligence be ascertained, at, least 10 days before the hear

'ing or proceeding. The hearing shall commence not less than 10 and not mOl'e tllan 40 
days after the publication 01' posting as proVided in this subsection; 
, (8) fa) After the hearing upon any proposed work or improvement, thegovel'l1ing 
body may approv:e, disapprove or modify, or it may rerefer the report pl'epared pursuant 
to subs. (2) and (3) to the designated officer 01' employe with such directions asit deems 
necessary to change the plans and specifications and to accomplish a ~ai1' an~ equitable 
assessment. ' 
, '. (b) If an assessment of benefits be made against any property and an award of com
pensation 01' damages be made illfavor of the same property, the governing body shall 
assess against 01' award in favor thereof only the difference between such assessment of 
benefitsal1d 'the award of damages or compensation. 

, (c) ",Vhen the gove1'l1ing body finally determines to proceed ,vith the work or improve
ment, it shall approve the plans and specifications therefor and adopt a resolution direct
ing: that such \"ork or improvement be carried out in accordance with the report as finally 
approved and that payment therefor he made as therein provided. 
" ' (d) The city or village clerk shall publish the final resolution in. a newspaper published 

. 01' having a general circulation in said city or village, or such resolution shall be posted 
'iunot less than 5 public places within the city 01' village, of which at least 3 shall he within 
the assessment district and a copy of such resolution shall be lI1ailed to ev'eryinterested 
psi'son whose post-office address is known, or can with reasonable, diligence' be ascertained . 

. (e)' Upon the publication oi, posting of this final resolution, any workor improvement 
provided for therein shaIl, subj~ct, to the provisions of this section, be deemed legally 
authorized and all awards of damages or compensation and assessments so provided for 
shall be deemed duly and legally made, subject to the right of appeal provided' for in 
8I1b.(12). . 

'(fJ)Whel'e more than a single type of project is undertaken as part of a general im-
·provementaB'ecthlg any property, the gove1'l1ing body may finally combine the assess
mllnts for all purposes asa single assessment on each property affected, provided that 
eac,h p,roperty owner shall be enabled to object to any such assessment for any single 
pprpose or for more than one purpose.. ' ,', 

, '(10) When.ever the act\lal cost of any project shall, llpon completion 01' after :the 
receipt of bids, be found to vary materially from the estimates, 01' whenever any assess
ment is void or invalid for any reason, 01' whenever the governing body shall determine 
to reconsider and reopen any assessment, it is empowered, after giving notice as provided 
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in sub. (7) and after a. public hearing, to aIliend, cancel 01' confirm any' such pl'iol' assess
ment,' and thereupon notice of the resolution' amending, 'canceling or confirming such 
prior assessment shall be given by the clerk as provided in sub. (8) (d); . 

(11) If the cost of the project shall be less than the specia.! assessments levied, the 
governing body, without notice or hearing,snan- i'educeea&hspecial- assessment-propor
tionately and where any assessments 01' instalments thereof have lJcen, paid the excess 
over cost shall be applied to reduce succeeding unpaid instalinents, where the property 
owner has elected to pay in instalments, or1iefunded to the 'property owner.' 

'(12) (a) If any person having'anintel·est in an~' parcel of htndaffectedbyany deter
mination of the governing body, pursuant to subs. (8) (c), (10) or (l1),'feels himself 
aggrieved thereby h~ may, within 40 days afterthedilte of the noticie or of the publication 
of the final'nisolution pursuant to sub. (8) (d) ,appeal therefrom to the circuit court of 
the county in which such property is situated by causing a written notice of appeal 1:0 . be 
sel'ved upon ithe clerk' of such city or village and by executing a bond to the city or village 
in the SUln of $150 with 2 sureties or a bonding company·tobe approved by the city or 
village clerk, conditioned for the faithful prosecution of such appeal and the payment of 
all costs that may be adjudged against him. The clerk,in case such appeal is taken, shall 
make a brief statement of the proceedings had. in the matter ,before· the 'gove~'ning body, 
with its decision thereon, and shall transmit the same with the original or certified copies 
of all the .papers in the matter to the clerk of the circuit court. ' . , 

(b) Such appeal shall. be tried and determined in. the same manner as ,cases ,originally 
commenced in such court,and costs awarded asprovided.in s. 62.25,. (1) (d). 

(c) In case any contract has been made for making the improvement such appeal shall 
not affect such contract, and certificates or bonds may be issued iu anticipation of the 
collection of the entire assessment for such improvemllnt, including, t):te, assessment on any 
,property represented in S11Ch appeal: as if such appeal had not been takeu. , " ' 

(d) 'UPOll appeal pursuant to this ,subsection, the, cpurt ,may, 1:)ased ,upon the improve
ment as actually constructed, render a judgment affirming, ,annulling .01' mQdi£ying' and 
affil·ming, ,as modified, the action or decision of the governing" body. lfthe court, finds that 
any assessment or any award of· damages is excessive or' i11s1lfficient" such assessment 01' 

award need nO,t/Je anuulled, but the court may reduge, 01' iucrease the assessment or, award 
of damages and affirm the same as so modified. .,.. , 

(I! ) All !lPpeal l~nder tp,is, sub~ecti(m shall be the sql~jemedy ,of <tny person aggrieved 
by a determination .. of the governing body, whether or, not the,iniprov~meIlt -Ivas made 
according to the plans and specifications therefor, alld .shall raise any question,of laW or 
fact; st~t~d in the notice of appeal, Involving the making of such iUipl;o'vement, the assess
ment Of benefits or the award of c1anulges or the levy of 'any specialasiiessmimt tlJ.erefor. 
The limitation providec1,for in par. (a) shall not apply to appeals based UPOl,\ fraud or 
upon la'fent defects in the construction of the impi~oveinent discm;ered after stl.eh' period. 
, (f) Itshail be a condition.to the maintenmi~epfi'such, appeal that any assessment 
. appealed from shall be paid as and when the same or any illstalmentsthereof b!lcome due 
and payable, and upon default in making such payment, <tny such,appeal shall be dis-
prissed.· ..' 
. (15) Every sPecialass!Jssment levied~nder this ~ection shalibe ~)iell on, the property 
against which it is levi!ldonbeh(llf of the nll~nicipality)evyingsame or the owner of ,apy 
certificate, bOlld or other document issued by pllbli(j a.uthority,e'~iden(Jing ownership of 
q1' a:t;ly)nter!Jst)n such special assessmen~, from the date of the ; determination of such 
asses~mentl:JY the governillg body. Thegoverning body shall provide for the,eollection of 
such. assessments and may establish Penalties fprpayment after the due date. The govern
ingbod;y sh~ll provide that all assessments OF insta~mentsthereof which are not paid by 
the date specifie~l sha~l be ~xtende~. upon the tax rol~a~ a delinqi.1ent tax against the prop
pty a:t;l'd all, pl'oceechngs m relatIOn to. the collect~on, return and. sale. of property for 
delinqueJ?-lreal estate taxes shall apply' to such special !lssessinent, exceptas otherwise 
provided by statute. '.' '.' '. . '. . . 

(16) (a.) In addition to all other meth~ds provicledby iaw, special charges £o1;c~r
rent services rendered may be imposed by the governing. body by allocating all 91' p,art of 
the' cost to the property served. Such rhay include, withOlit limitation because of enumer
at~on, snow and ice removal, weed elimination, stree~ sprinkling,oiling and' tarring', 
repair of sidewalks or curb and g'utter, garbage and refllse ,disposal, se\ver ser,,jce. and 
tree care. The' provision for' notice of such charge shall he optional with the governing 
body except that in the case of strljet tarring and the rep ail' 'of sidewalks, curb or gnttei'S, 
20 days' notice shall'be given in a newspaper published or having a 'general circulation in 
the city or. v~llage, or by posting notice in 5 public places in the city or village and a copy 
of such n6tice shall be maIled to every interested person whose post-office address is 
b10wJi, or canwitll reasonable diligence be ascertained; at least; 10 days before the heal'-
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ing Dr pro'ceeding: . Suc~nDtic~ shlill specify that on' it certain date ahealiilg will be held 
by:tl).egDverning bDdy a~ tD whether the service in question shall be perfDrmed at'the CDst 
.of the prDperty 'in,'ner, at 'which healing any .one in'tetested will be heard. 
, (b) Such special chargesshap nDt be payable in instalinents~ If nDt paid within the 
pe~'iDd fixed by the g()",eming bDdy, such a' deliriquEmt spec.:ial charge shall become a lien 
as 'prDvided iii silb.' (15) as .of the date '.of s~lCh delinquency, and shall autDmatically be 
extcIFled lIP .on the current Dr next'ta;xrDllas a delinquent taxi;igaiilst the property and 
all. p:rDceedings in relaiion tD thecDllectiDn,i'eturn and sale6f prDperty fDr delinquent 
l;eal estate taxes shall a.pplY to such special charg·e. " . 

. (c) SubsectiDn (2) shall nDt he applicable tD prDceedings under this subsectiDn. 
, ,'"I" ' . " .,.' , . ',; , " 

,(17) If any special assessment Dr special ,c)1arge lev~ed pursuap.t t.o this sectiDn i3hall 
be held invalid because such statutes shall be fDund tD be ,unc.onstitutiDnal, the gDverning 
body .of such. mUlllcipality.may thereaftl:l+ real:lsess .such special, assessment Dr special 
chaJ.·g'e pursuant tQthe prD~'isiDns .of any . applicable ,law. ., , 

(18) The gDveming body .of any city' Dr village may,withDut any. n.otice or ,hearing 
levy and assess the whDleDr al,ly part .of th(), CDst .of any municipal wDrk Dr imprDvement 
asa special assessment upDn ,the,prDperty.specially benefited thereby whenever nDtice and 

. hearing thereon is in Wliting waived by all t4e, .owners .of prDperty affected by such special 
assessmen t. 

, Cross Referenc.es: As to the phrase "except (ts otherwise provided by statute" in (15) 
see several provisions in 66.54 which specify that delinquent assessments are to be returned 
to the county treasure'r in trllst for collection and not for credit. See also 74.03 (8) (g) and 
74.031: (fl)Which P!,ovide tl}at a ,county b.'Iard ma~ .authorize settlement in full for delin-
quent a:ssessments.' . . 

, \ ,: : .' 

66.604 Lien of special assessment. A special aSl'?essment levied uncleI' any authDrity 
whatsDever shall be a lien .on theprDperty against which, it is levied .on behalf .of the 
niunicipality,levying the same Dr the .owner of any ,certificate, bond or .other dDcUlllent 
issued by the municipality, evidencing . .ownership .of any interest in such special assess
ment, frDm the date of the levy,. to the same, extent as a lien fDr a, tax levied upDn real 
prDper.ty and shall be accDrCied the same pri.orities prDvide~ h~ s. 66.54 (13). 

66.605 Special assessments. 'NDtwithstanding artY-Dther statute, the due date .of 
any special assessment levied against prDperty abutting .on Dr benefited by a public im
prDvement may be deferred .on such terms and in such manlier as prescribed by its gDV
erning body while nD use .of the imprDvement is made inCDl1nectiDn with theprDperty 
except hI cities .of the first class the deferment shall extend .only. while the prDperty re
mains unplatted and is used by the .owner fDr faJ.·ming Dr agrienltm'al .pm1)DSes. Sueh 
special assessl1lent must be paid1vithin 10 years .of the date .of the resDlutiDn making the 
levy, unless'p'ro,ri$i6n is made' to pay the assessment by iIistalments in which case the 
assessil1Enit shall be paid withihthe timepresmihecl. Any such special assessment shall be 

,8: 'lien, against the pi'Dpei1y frDm the date .of the levy. 

66.615 Sidewalks; (1 ) PART OF STREET j OBSTRUOTIONS. '1'he stl'eets shall be divided 
into a carriagewa3; and a sidewalk .on each side thereDf j the sidewalk shall be fDr the use 
.of perSDns on fDDt, and nD perSDn shall be allDwed tD encumber the same with bDxes Dr 
.other liwterialj but such sidewalk shall be kept clear fDr the uses specified herein. 

(2') ,Gl!ApE. In all cases where the grades .of sidewalks shall not have been specially 
:fixe'cl by OTdimince the sidewall,s shall be laid tD the established grade .of the street. 

(3) CONSTRUOTIO~ AND REPAIR. (a) Au.tl/Oj·#Y of conncil. The cDuncil may frDm 
time tD time by Drc1inance Dr resDlutiDnestablish the width, determine the.material and pre
scribe the methDd .of cDnstructiDn .of standard sidewalks, and the standard SD fixeclmay be 
different fDr different streets; and may .order by .ordinance Dr resDlutiDn sidewalks tD. be 
laid in the manner pr01rided in this subsectiDn. 

> (b) Board of' zmblicwo'l'ks. The board .of public: wDrks may .order any sidewalk 
which is uilsafe, defective 61' insufficienttD be repaired Dr remDved and replaced. 1,rith a 
sidewalk in accDrdance with the'standard 'fixed by the cDunciL· 

(c) IV oUce.. A CDPY .of the . .ordinance, resDlutiDn. Dr .order directing snch laying, re
moval, repiaGement Dr repair shall be served UiJDn thedivIHir .of each IDt Dr parcel .of land 
in frDnt .of ,,:hic4 such wDrk shall have been Drc1ered, by the bDard .of public works, Dr by 

. the, street c()1ll111issiDner if the cDullcil shall i'equest him tD nlake such service, by persDnally 
delivering ,the same tD the .owner Dr his agent, and in case ,the O1Vlier Dr his agent cannDt 
be found. in the, city by publishing in the .official newspaper. 

(el) Defa~llt,of ,o'Wner;W~)enever any silch .owner shall neglect fOl' a. periDd .of 20 
days after SUell ser1;ice tD laY"remDve, replace D~'repair any such sidewalk the City may 
cause such wDrk tD be dDne at the expelise .of such Dmler. AU wDrk fDi' the' constrllCtion .of 
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sidewalks shall be let by contract to the lowest responsible bidder except as provided in 
s. 62.15 (1). 

(e) JJi inor repairs. When the cost of repairs of any sidewalk in front of any lot or 
parcel of land shall not exceed the sum of $50, the board of public works, or street 
commissioner if so required by the council, may immediately repair such sidewalk, with
out notice 01' letting the work by contract, and charge the cost thereof to the owner of 
such lot 01' parcel of lanel, as provided in this section. 

(f) E:t:pense. The board of public works shall keep an accurate account of the ex
penses of laying, removing and repairing sidewalks in front of each lot 01' parcel of land 
whether the work be done by contract 01' otherwise, and report the same to the comp
troller who shall annually prepare a statement of the expense so incurred in front of each 
lot 01' parcel of land and report the same to the city clerk, and the amount therein charged 
to each lot 01' parcel of land shall be by such clerk entered in the tax roll as a special tax 
against saiellot 01' parcel of land, and the same shall be collected in all respects like other 
taxes upon real estate. The council may provide that the street commissioner shall per
form the duties imposed by this section on the board of public works. 

(5) SNOW AND roE. The board of public works shall keep the sidewalks of the city 
clear of snow and ice in all cases where the owners or occupants of abutting lots fail to 
do so, and the expense of so doing in front of any lot or parcel of land shall be included 
in the statement to the comptroller required by sub. (3) (f), and in his statement to the 
city clerk and in the special tax to be levied as therein provided. The city may also impose 
a fine or penalty for neglecting to keep sidewalks clear of snow and ice. 

(6) REPAIR AT CITY E,XPENSE. Whenever the council shall by resolution or ordinance 
so determine, sidewalks shall be kept in repair by and at the expense of the city, or the 
council ma,y direct that a certain proportion of the cost of construction, reconstruction 
or repair be paid by the city and the balance by abutting property owners. 

(7) RULES. The council may from time to time make all needful rules and regula
tions by ordinance for carrying the aforesaid provisions into effect, for regulating the 
use of the sidewalks of the city and preventing their obstruction. 

(10) The provisions of this section shall not apply to cities of the first class but shall 
be applicable to villages and when applied to villages: 

(a) "City" means village. 
(b) "Council" means village board. 
(c) "Board of public works" means the committee or officer designated to handle 

street or sidewalk matters. 
(d) "Comptroller" means clerk. 

66.62 Special assessments. (1) In addition to other methods provided bylaw, the 
common council of any city of the second, third or fourth class, or the village board of 
any village, may by ordinance provide that the cost of installing or constructing any pub
lic work or improvement shan be charged in whole or in part to the property benefited 
thereby, and to make an assessment against such property in such manner as such coun
cil or village board determines. Such special assessment shall be a lien against the prop
erty from the date of the levy. 

(2) Every such ordinance shall contain provisions for reasonable notice and hearing. 
Any person against whose land a special assessment is levied under any such ordinance 
shall have the right to appeal therefrom in the manner prescribed in s. 66.60 (12) within 
40 da;ys of the date of the final determination of the governing body. 

66.625 Laterals and service pipes. Whenever the governing body shall by resolu
tion require water, heat, sewer and gas laterals or service pipes to be constructed from 
the lot line or near the lot line to the main or from the lot line to the building to be serv
iced, or both, it may provide that when the work is done by the city or village or under 
a city or village contract, a record of the cost of constructing such laterals or service pipes 
shall be kept and such cost, or the average CUlTent cost of laying such laterals or service 
pipes, shall be charged and be a lien against the lot or parcel served. 

66.63 Assessment of condemnation benefits. (1) As a complete alternative to any 
other method provided by law, for the purpose of payment of the expenses, including such 
excess of damages and all other expenses and costs incurred for the taking of private 
property for the purpose set forth in ss. 32.02 (1), 61.34 (3) and 62.22, the governing 
body of the town, city or village may, by resolution, levy and assess the whole or any 
part of such expenses, as a special assessment upon such property as they determine is 
specially benefited thereby, and they shall include in said levy the whole or any part of the 
excess of benefits over total damages, if any, making therein a list of every lot or parcel 



1319 MUNICIPAL LAW 66.64 

of larid so assessed, the name of the owner thereof, if known, and the amount levied 
thereon. 

(2) Such resolution shall be published once in each week for 2 weeks in a newspaper 
published or in general circulation in such town, city 01' village, or if there is no such 
newspaper 3 copies thereof shall be posted by the clerk in 3 public places therein, and a 
notice therewith that at a time stated therein, the governing body will meet at their usual 
place of meeting and heal' all objections which may be made to such assessment 01' to any 
part thereof. If such resolution levies an assessment against property outside the corpo
rate limits, notice as provided herein shall be given by mailing a copy of the resolution 
and the notice by registered mail to the last known address of the owner of such property. 
A copy of such resolution shall be filed with the clerk of the town in which the property is 
located. 

(3) At the time so fixed the governing body shall meet and heal' all such objections, 
and for that purpose may adjourn to a date set by the govel'lling body, until the hearing 
is completed, and shall by resolution confirm or modify such assessment in whole or in 
part. At any time before the first. day of. November thereafter any party lia,ble may pay 
any such assessment to the town, CIty or vIllage treasurer. On such first day of November, 
if any such assessment remains unpaid, the treasurer shall make a certified statement 
showing what assessments so levied remain unpaid, and file the same with the clerk, who 
shall extend the same upon the tax roll of such municipality, in addition to and as part of 
all other taxes therein levied on such land, to be collected therewith. 

(4) At the time of making out the tax roll, next after the filing of any assessment to 
pay the expenses incul'1'ed in proceedings for the condemnation of lands outside the cor
pOl'ate limits, the town clerk shall enter in said roll the benefits not offset by damages 01' 

an excess of benefits over damages which shall be levied on the land described as a special 
assessment and shall be collected the same as other taxes. Such amounts when collected 
shall be paid over to the city or village treasurer to be applied in payment of any damages 
or excess of damages over benefits awarded by such assessment; and in case the amount 
of such special assessments are insufficient to pay all damages or excess of damages over 
benefits so awarded, then the difference shall be paid by the city or village. Any such 
damages or excess of damages over benefits may be paid out of such fund prillI' to the 
collection of such special assessments, to be l'eimbursed therefrom when collected. 

(5) Any person against whose land an assessment of benefits is made pursuant to 
this section may appeal therefrom as prescribed in s. 32.06 (10) within 30 days of the 
adoption of the resolution required under sub. (3). 

66.635 Reassessment of inva·lid condemnation and public improvement assessments. 
(1) If in any action other than an action pursuant. to s. 66.60 (12), for the recovery of 
damages arising from a failure to make a propel' assessment of benefits and damages, as 
provided by law, or failure to observe any provision of law, 01' because of any act 01' defect 
in any proceeding in which benefits and damages are assessed, and in any action to set 
aside any special assessment, special assessment certificate, bond 01' note, tax sale or tax
sale certificate based upon such special assessment, the court determines that such assess
ment is invalid by reason of a defective assessment of benefits and damages, or for any 
cause, it shall stay all proceedings, frame an issue therein and summarily try the same 
and determine the amount which the plaintiff justly ought to pay 01' which should be 
justly assessed against the property in question. Such amount shall be ordered to be paid 
into court for the benefit of the parties entitled thereto within a time to be fixed. Upon 
compliance with said order judgment shall be entered for the plaintiff with costs. If the 
plaintiff fails to comply with such order the action shall be dismissed with costs. 

(2) If the common council or village board determines that any special assessment is 
invalid for any reason, it may reopen and reconsider such assessment as provided in 
s. 66.60 (10). 

66.64 Special assessments for state and local improvements. The property of the 
state, except that held for highway right of way purposes, and the prope~·ty of every 
county, city, village, town, school district, sewerage district or commission, sanitary or 
water district 01' commission, or any public board or commission within this state, and 
of every corporation, company 01' individual operating any railroad 01' street railway, 
telegraph, telephone, electric light or power system, or doing any of the business men
tioned in ch. 76, and of every other corporation or company whatever, shall be in all 
respects subject to all special assessments for local improvements. Certificates and im
provement bonds therefor may be issued and the lien thel'eof enforced against such prop
eI'ty, except property of the state, in the same manner and to the same extent as the 
property of individuals. Such assessments shall not extend to the rig-ht, easement or 
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franchise to operate or maintain railroads, street railways, telegraph, telephone or electric 
light or power systems in streets, alleys, parks orhiglnvays.' The amount represeIlted by 
any certificate or improvement bond issued as aforesaid shall be a debt due personally 
from such corporation, company or individual, payablehl the 'case of a certificate when 
the taxesfoi'the yeai' of its iSSlHl are- payahle,a'nd in theca;;eof li;' bond accordingtdthe 
terms thereof. In the case of a special assessnient upon property of the state, the clerk 
of the municipality levying the assessment shall notify the commissioners of the public 
lands of the amount of the assessment and a clescriptiDIl. of the property. If the commis" 
sioners find that the assessment is just and legal they shall ordei' the same paid. , They 
shall transmit a certified copy of their ordin; to the'dep,artmentof administration, and 
upon its audit and ,,'al'l'ant clrinvn uponthesta~e treasurer the amOllnt of 'the assessment 
shall 'be paid out of the apPl'opriation under s. 20.550 (4), and 'when pitid shall hechargec1 
to the general, conservation or state hig'hway fun~ls as equitably as possible in the jlldg
ment of the commissioners when considering the agencies or depal'tments OCCUl)ying or 
havhlg jurisdiction over the state pi'operty involved. 

History: 1961 c. 472, 670, ' 
The amendnient of this section in 1903 to special,cemetery association 'charter. Union 

refer to "every other corporation or ,com- Cemetery v. Milwaukee, 13 W (2d)' 64, 108 
pany whatever" did not repeal an exemption N,V (2d) 180.' , . 
from special assessment' contained in 'a 

66.645' Duty of officers; action to collect, tax", (1) The officers now ,a~lthorized by 
hi~v to colled and receive th/( same fr,om indi,:iduals shall have full power to, rece,ive and 
collect all such special assessments in the same manner as the same are now collected from 
individuals, and in addition thereto such officers shall have power at the direction of the 
propel' authorities of the city oi' village making' such special assessments, upon the non
paynient of any such special assessments by any coi'poration, company, or individual men
tioned in s. 66.64 within the time now limited by law for the payme'rit of snch special 
assessments by individuals, or in the case Of a county, city, village" town, and school dis
trict, after the time now prescribed by law in the case of other claims, to' 'iilstitute and 
prosecute an action to collect the same in the name and at the cost of such city or village. 
A like action may be maintained by the oWller or holder of' any special assessment cer
tificate oi· improvement bond issued as aforesaid iIi his 01vn n[\1he and at his own cost. In 
such action, when brought in the name of such city'{)r village, it shall be sufficielit to allege 
that the defendant is indebted ulioh a special assessnHmt, specifying the amolmt clue and 
the date of the warrant issued for the collection of the same, and when brought by sllCh 
owner or holder, to set up a copy 'of such certificate or bond, specify the amount due anc1 
when payable, and allege that the defendant is liable therefor. On the trial of such action, 
when brought in the name of the city or, village, the, production of the proper warrant 
for the collection of such assessment' together with the tax roll or list showing the ainount 
thereof; and when brought by such owner or holder, the production of'such certificate' or 
improvement bond, tax roll, or list showhig' the amomit thereof and wal'l'ant 'for its col~' 
lection: shall be prima facie evidence of the cOl'redness and validity of such assessment, 
certificate, or improvement bond and of the liability of the defeildant for the amount 
thereof and interest thereOli from the time the same became pa,yable. Any judgment re
covered in such action shall be collected in the manner now presel'ibed for the collection' of 
judgments against sllCh defendant.' In counties having a' population of 500,000 or more 
the provisions of this section shall apply also to toWns and town officers. 

(2) Any cOlmty treasurer to whom special assessniellts foi'iinprovenl~nts are ,re
turned may likewise institute and proseeute an action to collect the saine in the name of. 
the county ,vhen authorized to d? so by the C01~!lty hoard of shpervi~ors. ' , 

66.65 Assessment against city; village or town property' abutting on improvement., 
(1) A city, village or town may levy special assessments for municipal work,or hnprove
ll1ent under s. 66.60. upon property in an adjacent city, village 01' tOWIl, if. such property 
abuts upon and benefits from such work or improvement and if the governing body of ,the 
municipality where the property is located, by resolution approves such levy. In any such 
case the owner of SllC~l propei·tyshall be entitled to the lise of the work or improvement 
upon which such assessnient is based'llpon the same conditions as the ownei' of 'property 
within the city, village or town. ' 

(2) A special assessment under thissection,shallbe a lien against tliehenefitedprop
erty and shall be collected by the treasrirer, in the same lluihnei' as the taxes of the 
municipality and paid· over by him to the treasurer of the municipality levyiilg such 
assessment: ' . " , " ' 

History: 1961 c. 357; 

66.694, Special ass~ssments against raIlroad for street imprOVement. (1) Whml
ever aJ?y city or village in this state shall cause any street, alley or public ,highway ,within 
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its corporate limits to be improved by grading, curbing, paving 01' otherwise improving 
the same, whete the cost of such improvement, or a part thereof, shall be assessed against 
abutting property, and such street, alley 01' public highway is crossed by 'the track 01' 

tracks of any railraad, .operated in wholc 01' in part by steam po,,'er, and engaged 'as a 
eommon carrier, the commoncolUlcil or board of public works of sttCh city, 01' the tnlstees 
of such village shall at anytime after the completian and acceptance .of such impr0l7ement 
by the municip,ality, cause to be filed )yith the lacal agent of the railroad corporation oper
ating such railroad, a, statement showing the amount chargeable to such raili'oael corpora
tion for such impravemimt, which shall be an amount equal to the cost of constructing 
saidimprov~ment along said street, alley 01' public highway immediately in front of and 
abutting"its right .of way O1i each side of said street, alley 01' public highway, based upon 
the price pel' square yard, lineal foat or ather unit of value uesd in determining the total 
cost of said improvement. " ' 

(2) The amount so charg'ed against any railroad corporation for improving the street, 
franting or abutting its right of way, shall hot exceed the average amaunt pel' front foot 
assessed against the remainder of the property franting 01' abutting on said street, alley 
Qr puhlic, highway so impraved. The amount alTived at as above set fOl'th and contained 
in ,s\lid statement, shall be due and payable by said railroad corporation to the saidmu
niqipality, causing the same to be filed within 30 days of the date I\'hen the same shall be 
presented ta the localreprese~ltative of said railroad C011) oration. 

66.~95 'Action to recover assessment. In case any ~'ililroadcorporation shall fail or 
refllse to PilY .ta an3' city 01; village the al)1ountset forth in any, such statement or claim 
for the' niaking of street improvements, I).S pravided in the preceding section, within the 
time therein specified, said city .or village shall have a valid claim fa1'such amopnt ,against 
said railroad coi'poration, and may maintain an actian th~refor in any circuit court within 
this state to recaver the same: ' 

66.696 Improvement of streetsby abutting railroad compa,ny: Wl~enevei' the traek 
or tracks of any railroad, ppel'ated in whole 01' in part by stealll power, 'shah be laid upon 
or alang any street, alley or public highway ivithin any city or 'village, the corporation 
operating' such railroad 01' raih'oadsshall maintain and ililprave such poI'tian .of the 
length of the sb'eet as is .occupied by its tracks; and the railroad cori)ol'ation shall grade, 
pave or .otherwise 'improve such street or portion thel'eof in such manner and with su('h 
materials as the cornman caupcil of such city, .or the village bqard may' by resolution or 
ordinance dete'L'l1line; provided, that the railroad cOl1)aration shall nat be I'equired to 
'l)ave 01' impiove that portian of the street, alley 01' public highway occupied by it with 
differ81it material 01' in a different manner fro111 that in which the.1'emaiucleraf tue street 
is 'Pilved 01' iillp~oi'ed; provided that the rallToad, corporatiau shall be, liable ta pay for 
paring', grading' or .otherwise iUlprovinga, street only, to the e.x;tent that theactnalcost of 
sricli improvement shall exceed the estimated cast .of such, illlpravement were the street 
liot occupied Jjy the tracks of the i·aiIraad. " ' , , 

ii, ' " , 

66.697 Notice to railroad company; time for cOnstruction. (1) Whim any city or 
village shall have ordered any stI'eet, alley 01' public highway to be IJaved, graded, curbed 
or improved, 'as provided in the' preceding section, the clerk .of such' city pI' "mage shall 
cause' ta' be served upon the lacal agent, of such railraad cOl.poration, ,a notice setting 
forth the action tEikeI'l by such City or village relative ta the improvement of such street. 

(2) If the railroad corp01:ation 'shall elect to construct said street impravement,it shall 
within 10 days of the receipt of said notice fram the clerk of such city or village, .file with 
said clel'k a notice of its intention'to canstruCt said, street impraven1eIit, and it shall, be 
allowed lIn til the thirtieth day of June thereafter to complete said work, unless said ,,'ork 
is ordered after May twentieth of any year, and in that case said railroad C011)Oration 
shall be allowed 40 c1aysfrom the time the clerk of the municipality presents the notice 
to the railroad agent; in which to camplete said work. ' 

, ,. '. ',> • 

,66;698 Construction by, municipality: assessment of cost. (1) Whenever any city 
or viUags, shall order any street,alley 01' public hig'hway improved, as provided in s. 
66.696, and notice shall be served on the railraadcorporation, as provided in s. 66.6'97, and 
the railroad corparation shall not elect, to construct the improvement as therein' provided, 
,or having elected to canstruct the improvement, shall fail to construct the same within the 
time provic1ecl in s. 66.697 the city or village shall at .once praceed to let a contract for 
the construction of the improvement, and cause the street to be, impraved as, theI:etofore 
determined; and' when the' impr01'ement shall be conil)leted and accepted by the city or 
village, the clerk of the city' or village shall pi'eBent' to the local agent of the l'aih:oad 
corporation a statement of the actual cost .of the improvement, and the railroad corpora-
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tion shall within 20 days of such receipt thereof pay to the treasurer of such city or vil
lage the amount as shown by such statement of cost pl'esented as aforesaid. 

(2) In case any railroad corporation shall fail to pay the cost of constructing any 
pavement or other street improvement as herein provided, the city or village causing the 
same to be constructed shall have the right to enforce collection of such amount by an 
action at law against said railroad corporation as provided in s. 66.695. 

66.699 Effect of sections 66.694 to 66.698, inclusive. Sections 66.694 to 66.698, in
clusive, shall not operate to repeal any existing law, but shall provide a method of com
pelling a railroad corporation to pay its proportionate share of street, alley or public 
highway improvements in case any city or village shall elect to follow the provisions 
thereof. 

66.70 Political subdivisions prohibited from levying tax on incomes. No county, 
city, village, town, or other unit of government authorized t.o levy taxes shall assess, levy 
or collect any tax on income, or measured by income, and any such tax so assessed or levied 
is void. 

66.80 Benefit funds for officers a,nd employes of first class cities. (1) In all cities 
of the first class in this state, whether organized under general or special charter, annuity 
and benefit flmds shall be created, established, maintained and administered (by such city) 
for all officers and employes of such cities, who at the time this section shall come into 
effect are not contributors, participants or beneficiaries in any pension fund now in 
operation in such city by authority of law; provided that before this section shall be in 
Eiffect in any city to which it applies, it must first have been approved by a majority vote 
of the members elect of the common council of such city. 

(2) Upon approval by a majority vote of the members of the common council of such 
city the common council shall create a retirement board, the members of which shall serve 
without compensation, which board shall have full power and authority to administer such 
annuity and benefit fund, and to make such rules and regulations under which all partici
pants shall contribute to and receive benefits from such fund. The common council may 
provide for contribution by the city to such annuity and benefit fund. 

(3) The common council of such city may provide for annuity and benefit funds for 
officers and employes of boards, agencies, departments, commissions and divisions of the 
city government, including a housing authOlity created under the provisions of s. 66.40. 

66.805 Death benefit payments to foreign beneficiaries. A retirement system of 
any city of the first class may provide by appropriate enactment of the local legislative 
body that no beneficiary may be designated for the payment of any retirement allowance, 
pension or proceeds of a member of such retirement system if such beneficiary is not a 
resident of either the United States or Canada. If a beneficiary is designated who is 
neither a resident of the United States nor Canada, any contributions or retirement allow
ance which would have been paid to such beneficiary had he been a resident of either the 
United States or Canada shall be deemed payable to the estate of the deceased member of 
such retirement system. The local legislative body of the city of the first class may also 
provide by appropriate enactment that if a death benefit would be payable because of 
the death of a member of the retirement system and the designated beneficiary of such 
death benefit is not a resident of either the United States or Canada, the death benefit 
which would have been paid had he been a resident of either the United States or Canada, 
shall be deemed payable to the estate of the deceased member. 

History: 1961 c. 270. 

66.81 Exemption of funds and benefits from taxation, execution and assignment. 
All moneys and assets of any retirement system of any city of the first class and all bene
fits and allowances and every portion thereof, both before and after payment to any bene
ficiary, granted under any such retirement system shall be exempt from any state, county 
or municipal tax or from attachment or garnishment process, and shall not be seized, 
taken, detained or levied upon by virtue of any executions, or any process or proceeding 
whatsoever issued out of or by any court of this state, for the payment and ratification 
in whole or in part of any debt, claim, damage, demand or judgment against any member 
of or beneficiary under any such retirement system, and no member of or beneficiary 
under any such retirement system shall have any right to assign his benefit or allowance, 
or any part thereof, either by way of mortgage or otherwise; however, this prohibition 
shall not apply to assignments made for the payment of insurance premiums. 

66.82 Investment of retiTement funds in cities of the first class. The board of any 
retirement system in a city of the first class, whose funds are independent of control by 
the state of Wisconsin investment board, shall have the power in addition to others here-
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tofore provided to invest funds from such system, in excess of the amount of cash required 
for current operations, in loans, securities and any other investments authorized for invest
ment of funds of the Wisconsin retirement system under s. 25.17 (3) (a) and (4). Such 
independent retirement system board shall be then subject to the conditions imposed on 
the state of Wisconsin investment board in making such investments under s. 25.17 (3) 
(e) to (g), (4), (7), (8) and (15) but is exempt from the operation of ch. 320. In addi
tion to all other authority for the investment of funds granted to the board of any retire
ment system of a city of the first class whose funds are independent of the control of the 
state investment board, such board of such city may invest its funds in accordance with 
s. 206.34. 

History: 1961 C. 189. 

WISCONSIN RETIREMENT FUND 

66.89 County judges and court reporters under state retirement plan. County 
judges and county court reporters, except in counties having' a population of 500,000 or 
more, shall be included under retirement, group insuranee and social security pursuant to 
ss. 66.901 to 66.918, 66.919 and 66.99, respectively, for salaries paid pursuant to s. 20.930 
(1) (a) upon the same basis as state officers and employes, with the employer cost there
under being paid by the state. 

Hi"tOI'Y1 1961 c. 642. 

66.90 Wisconsin retirement fund. (1) PURPOSE. The purpose of this fund is to 
provide for the payment of annuities and other benefits to employes and t.o beneficiaries 
of employes of the state of Wisconsin and municipalities in the state, thereby enabling 
such employes to provide for themselves and their dependents in case of old age, dis
ability and death, and thereby effecting economy and efficiency in the public service by 
fUl'nishing an orderly means whereby employes who become aged or otherwise incapaci
tated may, without hardship or prejudice, be retired from active service. 

(2) CREATION OF FUND. A retirement and benefit fund to be operated and maintained 
in accordance with ss. 66.90 to 66.918 is hereby created. This fund shall be known as the 
"Wisconsin retirement fund." The fund shall with respect to the acculllulation of credits 
and the payment of annuities and benefits therefrolll, be divided into 2 divisions to be 
known as the fixed annuity division and the variable annuity division. Each division shall 
be separately held, managed, administered, valued, invested, reinvested, distributed, ac
counted for and otherwise dealt with. Except where it is otherwise specifically provided, 
or where the context otherwise requires ss. 66.90 to 66.918 shall apply equally to each 
division of the fund. Section 66.9065 shall control with l'espect to the variable annuity 
division. 

66.901 Definitions. The following words and phrases as used in ss. 66.90 to 66.918, 
unless different meanings are plainly indicated by their context, shall have the following 
meanings respectively: 

(1) FUND. The Wisconsin retirement fund. 
(2) MUNICIPALITY. The state and any city, village, town, county, common school dis

trict, high school district, unified school district, county-city hospital established under 
s. 66.47, sewerage cOllllnission organized under s. 144.07 (4) 01' a metropolitan se,werage 
district organized under ss. 66.20 to 66.209, or any other unit of govel'llment, or any 
agency or instrumentality of 2 or more units of govel'llment now existing or hereafter 
created within the state. 

(3) PARTICIPATING MUNICIPALITY. Any municipality included within the provisions 
of this fund. 

(4) EMPLOYE. Any person who: 
(a) Reeeives earnings out of the general funds of any municipality or out of any 

special fund or funds controlled by any municipality as payment for personal services. 
(b) Whose name appears on a regular pay roll of such municipality. 
(c) Is employed in a position normally requiting actual performance of duty during 

not less than 600 hOlU'tl. a year in such lllunicipality, except that a participating employe 
who is simultaneously employed by another participating municipality shall be included 
under the fund by such other participating municipality for his service thereto, and 

(d) Has completed at least 6 months' continuous service or 12 months' total service 
for the municipality by which such person is employed when such person otherwise first 
becomes eligible for participation in the fund, provided that leave of absence due to 
service connected disability compensated under ch. 102 shall be considered as continuous 
service but he shall not become a participating employe until after normal contributions 
become due. This requirement shallllot apply to persons included under the state teach
ers' retirement system for at least 6 months. 
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(k) It is hereby declared and determUled that the offices of lieutenant governor, ass em
plymari, . state. senator, chief clerk. and sergeant at·. ar1hs of thE) assembly, and chief clerk 
and sergeant at arms of thfl senate rec1uire the actnalperformance of duty for nlore than 
600 hoUl's Ul each year. . '. 

. . ( 'lea) P AHTIOIP ATING EMPLOYE. An employe oth~l' than an annuitant receiving a retire
me,nt annuity 01; a dlsahility annuIty ,wllois clii:i;e11flY·lll fIle'serviceof ,a partiCipatltlg 
mun~cipality, .01' an employe who is on a leave of absence, subject to the limitations in 
s.66.903(ij (b). . " '. '. . . 

(5) EXCEPTIONS. The definition of employe shallnotinclude,pel'sons: 
(a) Who are teachers within the meaning of ss. 42.20 to 42.54. 
(b) ,Vho are contributillg to any policemen's 01' firemen's pension fund by virtue of 

section 61.65 01' section 62.13 (9), (9a) 01' (10), except that any such person may, by 
written notice :filed with the city or village' clm'k, irrevocably renounce all present, future 
!lnd contingent benefits under the provisiolls of secti0I1,61.65 or section 62.~3, (9L.(9a) 01' 
(10), after which such person shall .be. exclusively under, the vVisconsin retir,ementfund 
as, long as heis otherwise' eligible thereunder. 

(c) "Vho are contributing to the. conservation warden pension func1createclby sec
tion23.14,except that p:rior to January 1, 1948,any such, person may, bywritteu notice 
filed with both the trustces of the conservation warden pension fun.d and the conservation 
commission irrevocably renounce all present, future and contingent benefits under the 
provisions of section 23.J 4, in, which case, ef!'ective J a~n1[lry 1, 1948, such person shall be 
exclusively under the Wisconsin retircmentfund as long' as lie is eligible thi:n·eunder. 

, (i) ,vVhoare elected to. office by vote of the people unless unysuch elected 1Jerson 
requests the board ill Wl'itU1g' to be illcluded within this fund. Any elected person included 
at his 1'equest sha.ll be included dm:ing a.ny subsequent term 01' ;part thereof which he may 
serve ill the same office. OJ: in any other elective office in the same. municipality 01' any 
other participating n1l1llicipality,.and at all times while he is included shall be subject to 
the compulsol'yretir8ment provisions of s. 66.906 (1). Persons so electulg to participate 

. shall be corlsitlereq employes on the effective date of participation of the employing' 
inunicipality exceIlt as provided in s . .66.903 (1) (a) 5, only if such election is received 
by the board withill 90 days of such effective clate and 'if such persoll was in tlieservice 
of such municipality on such effective pate. Iii all' othei' cases any person so electing to 
participate shall become an employe as of the 'first day of the month following' the receipt 
by the board of notice of such election .. The administrative determination to the effect 
that tlie compulsory retirem81it provisions in s. 66.906 (1) apply to all persons who have 
once elected 01' shill once elect to beillcluded ill aceo~.dallce with this pai'agl'aph is hereby 
declared to express and confirm the int81ition of the leg'islat'ure. . . . 

(m) Are patients or inmates of hospitals, homes or institutions performing' service 
therein .. 

(5a) AllY elected official of ailY participating muniCipality other tha11 the state who 
prior to January 1, 1961, had been a participating employe of that lllunicipality, and 
who became an elected official of that municipality prior thereto, and who, nohvithstand
iilg ,the failme to make the election required by sub. (5) (i), contillued dUl'Ulg all, of said 
service as a participatulg employe and as an elected official to make normal .contributions, 
shall be deemed to have so. elected prior to his assumption of office if the written election 
required by sub. (5) (i) is received by the fund not later than AUg'ust 31, 19.61,and his 
rights and credits as a participatulg' employe Ul1der said fund wHl· thereupOn be ratified 
and confirmed. 

(6)l:'ARTICIPANT. Any person included within the provisions of this fundibyvirtue 
of being or having been a participating' employe. 

(7) PRIOR SERVICE. The period beginning on the, first day upon which any partici. 
pating .employe first becalue an employe of the municipality by which such employe was 
employed on the effective date of partioipation of such municipality, and ending' on such 
effective date, excluding' .all intervening periods dmillg which. sucll employe .was sepa
rated from the service of. such munieipality followillg' a. resignation, dismissal, lay-off, or 
expiration of any ter11). of appointment or election as certified by the, governing body of 
such mllllicipality. 

(8) CURRENT SERVICE .. 'I'he period beg'inning' on the day the employe first becomes 
a participating employe and· ending' on the day of the latest' separation from the service 
of all participating' municipalities, excluding' all intervening periods during which such 
employe shall 110t receive, nor have a right to receive, ea,rnings from a participating 
municipality. 

(9) EARNINGS. An amount equal to the sum of the total amount of money paid on a 
regular pay roll bya municipality to an enilJloye for personal sei-vices rendered to such 
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,municipality and the money value, !\s determined by rules prescribed by the governing 
body of the employing municipality, of any board, lodging, fuel, laundry and ,other allow
ances provided for such employe in lieu of money, excluding unifonns. 

(10) RATE OF EARNINGS. The actuall'ate upon which the earnings of any employe 
are calculated at any time, as certified by the, governing body of the employing munici
pality in a written notice received by the board, assuming that, unless otherwise ,specified, 
the foll01villg'are' 'equivalents: 2,000 'hOurs; 250 'days, 50 ,veeks,12 months, one' year. 

, (11) FINAL RATE OF ,EARNINGS~' The monthly rate of eal'I).ings ol;ltl1inedbydividing 
the employe's total,e[J,rnings du,ring the period of the 5 consecutive calendar years in which 
his total earning[> were the highest, by the nu~nber of months constituting the calendar 
quarter' years, ins,uch perioe! during, ~hich any earnings War'e received by such employe; 
provided thl1F the earnings ~oi' all calendar years of prior service of any employe shall be 
considered' afl being equlll to, earning~ determined, at the rate upon ,,,hich prior service 
credits are granted under s. 66.904 (1) (a) 1 and8. , 

(12) ANNUITANT., Apel'SolJ. receiving a retirement: annuity, beneficiary annuity 01' 
,a disability, annuity from this fund. 

(13) BENEFICIARY, The person so designated,for that particular purpose by a par
ticipant 01' !mnuitantin the last written designation of beneficiary on file with the board 
at the time of death; 01' if 110 person so designated ,survives, or, if: no designation is on 

,file, the, estate of: such participant 01' annuitapt. A designation of beneficiary may be 
signecj. and filed by, a guardian when accompal,lied by a, certified copy of an, order of a 

I circuit, or county cOllrt approving the specific terms, thereof. ' 
(14) ANNUITY. ,A serie~ of 'monthly payments, payable at the end of each calen-

: dar, month during' the life' of, an: ,aimuitant; the first payment to be made as of the end 
of, the first complete ealendai' month' following the date 'upon, which such annuity' be
,gins,. and the last payment to ,be, made as of the end of the calendar month prior to the 
month in 1vhich the, annuitant dies, except as provided in ss. 66.906 (3), (3a) and 
66.909, ,(1) (d). The" first payment shall include, in addition to the initial monthly 
amo)1nt, apl~O rata, am?lmt fOl'any fraction of a month elapsing between the date such 
annuity pegins ap.d tl~e, end of, such calendar month. " " , 

, (14a) VARIABLE ,ANNUITY. Any annuity provided by credits seg~'egated for a va11iable 
I,annuity pursuant to s. 66.9065 the amount of which will change in accordance withs. 
66.9065 (10). A "fixed annuity" shall be any other annuity. 

(15) BOARD. The board of trustees of the Wisconsin retirementfuncl. 
, '(16) GOVERNING BODY. The councilor common council in cities, village board in 

villages, county board in counties, school boards in common school districts 01' highschool 
districts, joint county-city hospital board, joint sewerage commission, or metropolitan 
sewerage commission, or town board; or the board 01' commission having the final authority 
for' any' other unit 'of government 01' for' any agency 01' instrumentality of 2 or more 
units of gov(ml1hent, or any agent duly appointed by any such body and designated in 
a written notice filed with the board as belllg authorized to act for any such 'body in 
matters pertallling to ; the fund. For the state there shall be a g'overning body for each 
department, ,board 01' commission thereof which governing body shall be, for each such 
department, board or commission, the respective head thereof, who shall be certified in 
writing to the board of trustees by the director of the bureau of persOllnel for the state, 
except as provided III s. 256.54 (7). The head of each state department may, in: a written 
designation filed with the board, name a departmental employe ,to act for him in all 
matters ,pertaining to the fund. ' 

(17) EFFEOTIVE DATE. The date upon whiell the provisions of this fund becomeap-
, plicable to any participating' municipality as provided' hi section 66.902. • 

(19) EFFEOTIVE RATE OF INTEREST. The rate determined by the board from the expe
rience of the calelidar year or part thereof for the fixed' annuity division wlrich, after 
making provision for the reserves authorized by s. 66.916 (2) a'nd after providing for 

'interest requirenients on the fixed annuity reserves, will distribllte, the remainirig' interest 
income from assets of the fixed annuity division fOi' the year to the balances in the addi
tional, nOl'mal, municipal and prior service credit accounts of the individual employes in 
the fixed annuity division. " 
, (20) PRESCRIBED RATE OF, INTEREST. The rate of interest to be used for all calcula
tions of amounts of annuities a~d benefits; as determined and certified by the board on 
the basis of the probable average effective rate, of interest earnable on investments on a 
long term basis. ','," 
, (21) CALENDAR QUARTE,R 'YEAR. A p~riod of 3 months beginning on January 1, 

April 1, July 1 01' October 1 of any year. A person receiving current 01' prior service 
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credit iii any calendar quarter year shall be deemed to have completed service for such 
quarter year. ' 

History: 1961 c. 11, 281,336, 642. 
Since January 1, 1960, a judge who was another qualifying period as judge. 49 Atty. 

formerly under the Wisconsin retirement Gen. 161. 
fu'nd in-someothel'- capacity need not serve 

66.902 , MuniCipalities included and effective dates. (1) Any municipality, except 
a city. of the first class,' a county having- a population of 500,000 or 'lllol:e and the state, 
shall be included within,' and shall be subject to, 'the, provisions of this fund by 'so electing-, 
in accordance' with this section. If the official notice of election 'to be included has been 
l:ecelvedby tlie board bnoi'before November 15 the 'effective date of particil)ation of 
slIch municipality shall be thc cnsuing January' 1; othcrwise the 'effective date' shall be 
the' Jmiuary 1 after the enSIling- January 1. The state is hereby included, effective 
J anual;y 1, 1948. Except as provided in' sub. (lb), a municipality which has not elected 
to participate but some of whose employes 'will be illcluded within and be subject to this 
fund on or after January 1, 1948 shall be included within and be subject to this fund 
effective January 1, 1948 as thoug-h such municipality had elected to participate' herein, 
provided that, lUltil such municipality does actually so elect and such election :becomes 
effective, its employes included within and subject to this,fund shall be only those specified 
by ss. 61.65 (6) and (7), 62.13 (9) (e), (9al, (10) (f) and (g). 

(lb) A county or city which has not elected to become a participating- municipality 
but whose county judg-e or full-time judg-es of, courts of record, municipal Or inferior 
(other than county courts), have become participatilig employes shall be included within 
and ,be ,subject to ss. 66.90 to 66.918 except that until such county or city does so elect 
and such election· becomes effective only its full-time judges· of courts of record, municipal 
0'1' inferior (in addition to county judg'es), shall be included, and except that all munici
pality contributions for such judg-es shall be made by the state as provided in s. 66.905 (8). 

(Ie) Whenever any school district shall be created, the territory of which includes 
inore than one-half of the last assessed valuation of either a school district which was' a, 
participating- municipality at the time of such creation or'acity which at the time of such 
creation was a participating- municipality in which the schools operated under the city 
school plan, then in either case the school district so created shall automaticallY' bea par
ticipating' municipality froin its inception, but no prior service credits shall be provided 
for any personnel thereof. 

(ld) Any county which may elect to be included within the provisions of this fund 
may in the resolution and in the certified notice of election submitted under. sup. (2) if 
received by the fund prior to January 1, 1961, determine that the municipality contribu
tion rate for such county for the first year of participation shall not include the. com
ponent for prior service cost, and the municipality contribution rate for. the .second year 
of participation for such count.y shall include one-half the component for prior service. 
The deficiencies for such county for. these .2 years shall be financed over the balance of the 
40-year period under s. 66.905 (2) (a). 

(2) Election by a municipality to be included within the provisions of this fund shall 
be made by a resolution adopted by a majority of all the members of the g-overning- body. 
The g-overning body of any municipality so electing- shall immediately submit a certified 
notice .of such election to the board. Such notice must: 

(a) Be in writing-; 
(b) Indicate the date of such election;. 
(d) Be officially certified by the clerk of the municipality, .or person having a com

parable, status if no persop holds the title of clerk. 
(3) Prior service credits shall be computed pursuant. to s. 66.904 (1) (a) 1, provided 

that in the c<;>mputation of such prior service credits: 
(a) No credit shall be given for state service as a teacher for which the state madea 

.state deposit under the provisions of sections 42.20 to 42.54. . 
(n) Each SUIJieme court justice and circuit judge who makes the election pursuant to 

s. 66.901 (5) (i) shall be given prior service credit as of January 1, 1952, in accordance 
with s.66.904 (1) (1\) 1 for service prior thereto as supreme court justice, circuit judge 01' 

county judg-e, 01' as full-time judge of a court of record, municipal or inferior, at the rate 
of 2 times the municipality credit for current service. Prior service credit for service as 
county judge, ai' as full-time judg-e of a coui·t of record, municipal or inferior, shall be 
based only upon his salary as such juc1g'e (excluding fees and salary as juvenile judge) 
computed on the hasis of the earning-sfor the last 3 years of service as such judg-e (or 
less if the total be less), and such prior service credit shall be reduced by an amount etlual 
to the accumulated prior service credit theretofore granted to such participating- employe 
for service as such judg-e and by an amount equal to the accumulation of an nornial· and 
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municipality matching credits for service as such, judge, including interest which has been 
credited. 

(~,) Any elected state officer who was elected prior to August 30, 1957, but who WI\S 

not eligible to be included under the fund before said date, and who, after .such date and 
having served in such elective office continuously therefrom, files with the fund an election 
under s. 66.901 (5) (i) and within 60 days thereafter makes all normal contributions 
from January 1, 1957, to the first day of the month following the date of filing such 
election, shall be credited with prior service credits as of January 1, 1957, for eligible 
state service prior thereto at the rate of 2 times the municipality credit for current service 
and with municipality credits from January 1, 1957,to the first day of the mOlith follow
ing the date of filing of such election. 

(5) [raj and (b) not p1'intedj 1957 c. GO, s. 35j see 1955 Stats~j (c), (d) and (e) 
1'epealedj 1957 c. GO, s. 13, but 1'ights cl'eatecl 01' action taken P1'l01' to l'epeal pl'ese-r·ved.] 

(6) (a) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section every countyhavil1g a popula
tion of less than 500,000 which has not hitherto elected to become a participating munic
ipillity shall on January 1, 1962, be a participating municipality. Each such county may 
elect to provide prior service credits at rates equal to 2, llh or one times the rates of 
county credits for current service.! If any county fails to certify to the director of the 
fund the prior service credit rate which it has elected on or before January 1, 1962, the 
applicable rate for such county shall be 2 times the rate of county credits for' current 
service. ' 

(b) 1. If the municipality contributions paid by any county as a participating munic
ipality lmder the Wisconsin retirement fund shall in any calendar year exceed by more 
than 50 per c'ent the average mill tax levy illiposed in such year: by all counties under 
said fund for contributions to said fund the state shall reimburse that county for the 
cost in excess of such 150 pel' cent. . 

2. In determiniilg the average county mill tax levy for any calendar year for said 
fund the executive director of the fund shall base such computation upon a certification 
by the dei)ai'tment of taxation as to the total eqimlized valuation for ,genei'al property 
taxes in each county unde'!' said fund collected in the calelldar year for ,,,hich municipality 
contributions are paid. Such average cotuity mill tax levy shall be conlputed by compar
ing the' aggregate municipality contriblltions for such year' to the aggl;egate equalized 
valuation of such counties as ltbove indicated and the rate for rctirement purposes for 
each county shall, be determined by dividing its Inullicipality contribution by the equalized 
valuation for general property taxes of such COlll1ty. . 

3. The executive director of said flmd shall annually certify to the depal'tmentof 
administration for payment to the counties out of the appropriation provided 'by s. 20.890 
(5 ) such amounts as' each county is entitled to receive pUl'Sllant to this subsection for 
excess' costs mcui'l'ed for said fund contributions in the pl;eceding calendar year, but no 
comityshitU be entitled to reimbmsement for any calendar yeal; prior to 1962. 

, Histod·. 1961 c. 281, 459~ , " , , 

66.9025 National guard technicians. (1) The adjutant general, with the approval 
of the, governor, is authorized to conclude an agreement with the designated representative 
of the federal govel'lll1lent under which the federal government will pay the required 
municipality contribution if national guard technicians are included under the Wisconsin 
retirement fund, and will deduct and remit the requiredllormal contributions for sucb 
persons. 

(2) Such i agreement shall provide that as a conditioll of continued employment each 
person eligible for inclusion under the ViTisconsin retirement fuhd pursuant tothis section 
shall mandatorily be included thereunder; ", ,. 

(3) This section sball be effective only d~lring the time that such agreement is in effect 
and is fulfilled. ' '" 

(4) 'National guai'd techliiciaris shall be incIllded under the WisconsinretirenHlnt fund 
as of the beginning' of the calendar year following the execution and the filing with the 
fuhd ofa certified copy of such agreement, bllttheyshalll\eceh'eno'priol' service credits. 

(5) The adjutant general shail aCt as tIle govenling'hody for nationa'r guard tech
nicians, and shall be responsible for cOrilplying 'with all requirements applicable .to par-
ticipating nUiriicipalities. ' . '. ' ,' .. 

(6) Thrs section shall prbvide 'only for e~t~llding' the benefits of niclusion under th~ 
Wis<;lonsin retirement fund pursuant to the agreement with the federal govel'llment and 
shail pot be construed to uiak,e applic(LJJle any other statutes 01'. princip~es of l~w relative 
to fhe personnel of the, state 01' par~icipating mUllicipaJitiE(i'\, inchlding (but n()t exgluding 
b~<;lausEl, ()~ ellumeration) thllproyislo,ns of, ,s~". 66;919 and 6.(i.~9. 
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(7) Except as pi'ovided inthis secti6nall provisi:ons ofss. 66.901 to 66.9is . shall be 
applicable to national guard technicians. with, the exception of s. 66.901 (4) (a) and. (b). 
For the purposes of these sections the adjutant generlll shall be the gov~rningbo# .for 
'national guard technicians,shall be treated as a participating municipality,' notwithstand-
ing the provisions of s. 66.901 (2). '.. 
, - (8) The municipality coiitribtitioli rate applicable to statepersoiinel, exchidingtlle 
component for. prior service, shllll be in effect. . 

(9) Th,e adjutant general, from the appropriation made by. s. 20.570 (4), shall. pay 
to the, vVisconsin retirement fund all costs res~lting from the inclusion of national guard 
technicians under the fund. It shall be the responsibility of the adjutant general to 
,collect from the federal government the payments to be made by the. federal government 
pursuant to the agteement negotiated under sub. ' (1). Such cbllectio~lS shall qe paid into 
the general fund. . . 

History: 1961 c. 206. 

66.903, Employes included; effective dates; contributions by employes. (1) EM
PLOYES INo,LUJ)ED AND EFFEO'L'IVE DATES. (a) All persons subject to sections 66.90 to 
66.918 shall be included. within, and shall.be subject to, the provisions of this fund, be-
ginning upon the dates hereinafter specified: ' 

.1. All such, .persons who are employes of any municipality 'On the effective date of 
participation of such municipality as provided in section 66.902, beginning upon such 
effective. date. 

2. All such .persons who become employes of al).y.participating municipality after the 
effective. date .of. participation of such lllunicipality as provided in s. 66.902, beginning 
upon the first day.of the calendar month following the date on which any such person has 
met all of the other qualifications for becoming a participatipgemploye, but beginning 
immediately for any former participating employe who is otherwise. eligible.: , , 

4. All memhel:s of the state .employes' r{)tiremellt system who shall be, on a leave.,of 
absence from the state service on January 1, 1948.01' who shall be, .contributing to .saiel 
system on Decewber .31, 1947, except those. who. will be retired under said system effectiv\! 
January 1, 1948, pursuant to s. 42.71,(1) (c) [Stats.1947] shall become participating 
employes hereunder effective January 1, 1948 and shall be governed by the provisions of 
ss. 66,90 to .. 66.918. '. . . .". . ' 

5, The effective date for supreme court justices and circuit. jupges shall be J [jnua~'y 1, 
1952. Each supreme court justice and circuit. judge who. files his .official oath on. or after 
AUgllst 17,lQ57 shall be included within the ftm<;l and be, subje,ct.to ss.66.90 to 66.918, 
nohyithstap.ding s. 66.901 (5) (i). , " . , . 

6,., .In. all counttes undel: 500,000, every coul).ty judge wh9SC official oath is ,filed on or 
after January 1, 1954 and evety other. fulHjme j11dge 0'£ a :<.l,ourt of record, ,municipal o~' 
infei-ior; whose qfficial oath is filed. on or after J a~nlary 1, 1956, s~lall ,be included within 
the fund and be subject to ss. 66.90 to 66.918 notwithstanding s .. 66.901 (5) (i) except 
that in computing his normal contributions, all fees and all salary as juvenile judge shall 
be disregarded and no prior service credit shall.be granted because. of such inclusion. 

(b) . Every leave of absence granted by a participating municipality to a participating 
employe except a military leave shall automaticall~r terminate. at the end of 2 years for 
the purposes of this fund if not previously terminated by the participating municipality. 
No lea,ve of absence shall be deemed to have been ended or intelTupted by reason of re
sumption of active duty until the participating employe has resumed active performancE;l 
of duty for. the. participating .municipality which granted such leave of absence for at 
least 18 wqrkingdays withi,q a period of .30 con.secutive calendar days. , 

(c) .Any person who has met all of the requirements.of s .. 66;901 (4), other than par. 
(d) t,hereqf, slJ.all be included under: thefuJ.1d but shltll not make any contributions thereto 
or be eligible' for any benefits therellnder until he becomes a participating el11rl,o~e. 

(2) CONTRIBUTIO~S BY E:aIP~OYEf1. (a), .EaGh participating emplqye shall make con-
tributionstQ the fund as fqllows:. '. .' 

1 ... ~Qrp1al contributions of the followil).g percen.tage, of each ,payment, of earnings 
pai~ to any s,uch employe by any, participating municip!jlity: 

.' Ij. For any employe nqt otherw,ise specified, .3, per oent., , . ,. . . , 
b. For such employes who are justices of the supreme court, circuit judges, county 

judges, full-time judges of a court of record, municipal or inferior (other than a county 
court), conservation wardens, conservation patrol boat' ca.ptains, cbilsel:vlition patrol boat 
engineers, conservation airplane pilots, state forest rangers,. employes of the conservation 
coillinission ''''ho (Ire designated by the conservation director as' being SUbject' to call ;1'01' 
forest fire coiitrol or wai'deriduty, members of the state ti:afficl?A;trol, state motor vehicle 
inspectors, policemen, including the chief and all other offic'ers; firemen, including the 
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·chief. and all other officers, county undershel1ffs, deputy shel1ffs and traffic policemen, 5 
per cent, except as provided in c and d of this stlbdivision. 

c .. For any llremannot covered by the federal old-age and survivors insurance system, 
7 pel' cent. 

d. For .supreme court justices, circuit judges, county judges, and full-time judges of 
a c.ourt of record, municipal or inferior, 7 pel' cent on earnings in excess of the amount 
subject to contributions pursuant to s. 66.99. . . 

la. The normal contribution rate for any participating employe of the following 
municipalities for whom a higher contribution rate is not provided by subd. 1 shall be 4 
pel'. cent, effective as of the dates specified: . 

a. State, effective January 1, 1958; 
b. Any l1J\micipality whose governing board adopts a resolution electing the 4 per 

cent. l'ate either as apart of the resolution adopted pursuant to s. 66.902.(2) or in' a 
separate resolution; effective the January 1 following the expiration of one month after 
a certified, copy of such resolution is received by the fund. 

. Ip. The normal contribution rate of a participating employe for whom age 60 is the 
compulsory retirement age (including an employe for whom a later retireinent daie is 
provided by s. 66.906 (1) (c» who is authorized to continue in service pursnant to s. 
66.906, (1) (a), shall after January 1, 1964, be 4 pel' cent for the state and for inunici" 
palities which have increased such rate from 3 to 4 per cent. under subd.la, and 3 per 
cent foraH. other municipalities, during the first 5 years, of such continuance. After such 
participating . employe attains age 65, but not prior to J ariuary 1, 1964, no nornial con· 
tributions shall be payable by him. 

·2. Additional contributions of such a~lOunt from any payment of earnings as shall 
b.e.l·eceived for any employe but n.ot to exceed $1,000 in any' calendar year. Each such 
amount shall bean even multiple of $1. 

, (e); All normal contl1butions and ,all additional contributions shall be deducted from 
each corresponding payment of earnings paid to each participating employe and shall 
be due~.lld be deposited in the offic,e of the board. by the employing municipality not 
iater ,tl1an. the (lnd of the month in which the earnings are paid. The deductions from 
earni,u,gs,.of participating employes of the . state .of Wisconsin and the duplicate monthly 
report of earnings required by the fund sllall be due and be deposited in the office of. the 
board by the respective departments, hoards or commissions in. which such employes are 
employed not later than the end of the month in which the earning'S are paicl. 

History: '1961 c; '281. ' . 
. Inclusion of conservation department em- ment fund does not constitute a designation 

ployes. on pay.roll at higher than normal of such employes as subject to special duty 
contribution ~'ate under 'Wisconsin retire- under (2) (a) 1.49 Atty, Gen. 101. . 

66.904 , Oredits to employes; credits for service men. (1) CRJiJDITS 'l'O EMPLOYES. 

(a,) For the purpose of determining the amount of any annuity or benefit to which an 
employe or: beneficiary shall be entitled, each pal·ticipating employe shall be credited with 
the following amounts, as of the' da tes specified: . ,. 

1 .. For prior service,' each participating employe who is an employe of a participating 
municipality on the effective date shall be credited, as of such date, ,,,ith a prior sm'vice 
cl'edit of an amolmt equal to 2, times the accuniulated value, as of such date, of the cone 
fi'ibutions which would have been made during the entire period of prior service of such 
employe, assuming the earnings of· such' employe 'to have been uniform during such period 
of prior service and equal to the monthly earnings obtained by dividing the total earnings 
during the period of the 3 calendar years immediately preceding the effective date, by 
the l11Ul1ber of months in suell period for which aily earnings were received by S11ch 
employe; the Tate of contriblttion to have been 3 per cent ex~ept that forpolicemeri; 
includuigthe ,ellief and all other officers, county undershei'iffs, deputy ~heriffs arid traffic 
policemen, the rate shall be 5 per cent, and for firenlen, including th~ chief and other 
.officers, the' rate shall' be 7 per cent unless on the effective' date such employ111ent is 
included under the federal old age, survivors, and disability insurance system in which 
event the rate shall be 5 per cent; the contributions for each calendar year to have been 
made 'at the end of such' year; and the contributions to have accunullated with ititere~t 
at the rate of 3 pel' cent per annum compounded' annually. ' 

2; For current service, each participating employe shall be credite'd with the follo,Ving 
amounts as of the dates specified: '.' 

'a. Additional credits of amounts equal to each payment .of additi6nal cOlltriblltioris 
received ~rolll such employe, as of th~ date the corresponding payment of earnings is pay-
able totheeniploye; '. , , .,. ,'. " 

b.Normal 'credits of amounts equal to each payment' of normal contributions receive'd 
fl'om such employe, as 'of the date the cOl'l'esponding payment of earuings if! payable to 
the employe; -- ., 
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c. Municipality credits of amounts equal to each normal credit of each employe, as of 
the date of each corresponding normal credit; 

d. In conformity with procedures established by rule, supplementary municipality 
credits of amounts equal to 2 pel' cent of the participating earnings as such, of each 
conservatioll_warden, consel:vationpatroLhoaLcaptain, conservation patrol boat enginecr, 
conservation airplane pilot, state forest rangel', member of the state traffic patrol, police
man (including the chief and all other offieers), fireman (including the chief and all other 
officers), 01' employe of the conservation eommission who is designated by the eonserva
tion director as being subject to call for forest fire control or warden duty, as of the date 
such earnings are payable, for the period from January 1, 1958 to July 1, 1963. During 
the 1961-63 interim the certification of conservation department employes for inclusion 
under the provisions of this subd. 2. d. shall be made a subject for study and recom
mendationby the retirement research council to the 1963 legislature. No additional certi
fication of conservation department employes shall be made during the period from June 
1, 1961 until July 1, 1963. Such supplementary municipality credits shall not vest in 
the participant for purposes of a death benefit and such credits accumulated at the time 
of death shall revert to the municipality. The county board of any county which has 
pursuant to s. 66.903 (2) (a) required the normal contribution rate for undersheriffs, 
deputy sheriffs or traffic policemen to be 5 per cent may elect to provide supplementary 
credits for such employes pursuant to this subd. 2. d; sueh supplementary credits to be 
effective at the beginning of the calendar quarter year following the receipt of official 
notice thereof by the board. The amount of credits provided under this subdivision which 
may be applied to provide an annuity shall not exceed the amount required to provide 
the retirement annuity which would have been payable to such person if he had continued 
to be.a participating employe in the same position and at the same salary until attaining 
age 60 from the accumulation of normal, additional, municipal and prior service credits 
which would have been available at that time excluding credits provided under . this sub
division, assuming the accumulation of· all such credits at the prescribed rate of interest. 

3. Upon termination of an annuity in accordance with s. 66.906 (4) (a) or 66.907 
(2) (e), each participant whose annuity is so terminated shall be credited, as of the date 
such annuity is terminated, with additional, normal, municipality and prior service credits 
of amounts equal to the then present value of the portion of the terminated annuity which 
was originally provided by the corresponding type of credit. 

4. -When any person who was a member of the state employes' retirement system~ofi 
December 31, 1947 becomes a participating employe under the ",Visconsin· retirement 
fund, the board of trustees of said latter fund shall certify such fact to the state of Wis
consin investment board which shall forthwith certify to the said board of trustees the 
total sum to the credit of such person in said former system, including an equitable 
amount of interest from July 1, 1947, which shall be determined by the state Of ",Viscon
sin investment board and by it credited to .the respective accounts, indicating the amount 
attributable to regular contributions and interest, and the alllount attributable to addi
tional. contributions and interest which board of trusteesshaU thereupon credit the 
amount attributable to rcgulal' contributions and interest and the amount attributable to 
additional contributions and interest, as an additional credit to an account whiehshall be 
established forthwith for such participating employe in the vVisconsin retirement fund. 
The portion of such additional credit which is attributable to regular contributions and 
interest under the state employes' retirement system shan be treated as normal credits 
except that no corresponding municipality credit therefor shall be given pursuant to s. 
66.904 (1) (a) 2. Whenever the state of Wisconsin investment board shall make such a 
certification, it shall forthwith transfer, by cash payment or sale or assignment of seem'· 
ities from the state employes' retirement fund to t.he Wisconsin ret.irement, fund, assets 
equal in,.value to the total of the amounts so certified .. The. state of Wisconsil~ investment 
board may make a correct.ional or supplementary certIficatlOn and correspondlllg' transfer 
of assets at any time. 

6. Nptwithstanding any other provisions of this section, any participating municipal
ity may gTant prior s.ervice credits to its employes included under the fund for periods 
of employment lJY another municipality from whose area 01' any part thereof thepai'
ticipating' municipality was created; and any participating municipality may· grant prior 
service credits to its employes included under the fund for periods of employment by 
another municipality all 01' part of whose area is included within such participating lllU

nicipality. When it participating municipality desires to grant any such prior service,. the 
governing body of the participating' 111lmicipality shall certify to the fund all such .pel'lOds 
of service and the earnings l'eceived by the employe which are needed to compute the 
priOl:servlcecredits of ~aid employes as though the employes had been in the service of 
the participating municipality during all of said periods of service. 
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8. The prior service credits of every pMticipating employe of each mlUlicipality on 
January 1, 1960, shall be redetermined where necessary to indude in his total earnings 
during the 3 calendar years immediately preceding the effective date under subd. 1 all 
earnillgs in excess of $4,200 pel' year as an employe of that participatingnumicipality, 
as of the effective date of participation of that participating Inunicipality. Any increase 
in the prior service credits of the employe of a municipality under this subdivision shall 
be added to its obligation under s. 66.915 (1) (a). ' 

9. The' prior service credits of every participating employe of each municipality on 
Janua,ry 1, 1960, shaH be redetermined as of such date where necessary to include credit 
for each year of his service for that participating municipality subsequent to its effective 
date of, participation, and prior to January 1, 1958, in an amount equal to the' product of 
the normal conh'ibution rate for such participating employe for such year multiplied by 
the amount of the earnings paid to him in Slich year, but not considered as participa'ting 
earnings due to a limitation then in effect under s. 66.901 (9) on the monthly or annual 
amount of earnings, without interest. Any' increase in the prior service credits, of the 
employes of a municipality under this subdivision shall be added to its obligation under 
s. 66.915 (1) (b) to be paid under s. 66.905 (2) (b). 

13. Any pa,rticipating municipality may provide by resolution that the recomputa
tion 'Of credits pursuant to subds. 8 and 9 shall also be applicable to credits for periods 
of employment by another municipality if the area or any part thereof is included within 
the limits of that participating municipality, to the extent that such employment has 
been included under the ,Yisconsin retirement fund. The participating municipality shall 
file a certified copy of such resolution with the fund promptly, and also certify to the 
fund the names of the persons affected and the identity of the former participating 
municipality by which such persons were previously employed. 

14. Each person who is a county court reporter on the first Monday in January, 1962 
and who on December 31,' 1961, occupied a county position qualifying under s. 66.901 
(4) but who was not a participating employe shall as of J anuai'y 1, 1962, receive prior 
service credit for all service for such county subject to the provisions of s. 66.901 (4), 
as an obligation of the state. ' 
, '(b) The credits of each individual participant shall be accumulated in a separate ac
count for each type of credit, and interest shall be credited ther~on as follows: 

1. All balances at the beginning of each year remaining in such accounts at the ,end 
of the year shall be improved with interest, at the end of each year, at the effective rate of 
interest for the year. 

2. All amounts credited to participants during the year in accordance with par. (a) 
3 or because of certifications in accordance with par. (a) 4 remaining in such accounts 
at the end of the year shall be improved with interest at the end of such year for each 
full month elapsing' between the date of credit and the end of the year, at one-twelfth 
of the effective rilte of interest for the year. 

3. All balances at the beginning of any year, and all amounts credited· to participants 
duiing' the year in accordance with pal'. (a) 3, not remaining in such accounts at the end 
of the year because of the g'ranting of annuities or death benefits during the year, shall 
be improved \\~th interest, on the first day of the month in which the first annuity or death 
benefit payment is due, for each full month elapsing between the first day of the year or 
the date of credit, as the case may be, and the first day of the month in which such first 
annuity 01' death benefit payment is due, at one-twelfth of the effective rate of interest 
for the preceding' year. 

4. Upon the g'ranting of a retirement annuity, a disability annuity, a death benefit 
01' a separation benefit, all of the accumulated credits of such participant shall thereupon 
be terminated and no further right to such credits shall exist other than the right to such 
annuity or benefit so granted except as provided by s. 66.908 (2) (c), (d) and (e). 

(d) In computing the prior service credit of a person who was an employe on the 
effective date there shall be included all pre,~ous service for such municipality, including 
service as an elective or appointive official or as an employe, if such service or employ-
ment conformed to the requirements of section 66.901 (4). ' 

(2) PRIOR SERVI,OE OREDITS FOR SERVICE j\IEN., (a.) Prior service credits pursuant to 
sub. (1) (a) 1 shall be granted for periods of service in the armed forces of the 
United States during World War II, which shall include such service subsequent to Sep
tember 16, 1940, to any person who was an employe on the effective date of participation 
by such municipality and who left the service of such municipality to enter such armed 
forces. Such credit shall be granted as of the date the employe resumes or resumed em
ployment with the municipality pursuant to s. 16.27601' 45.50 prior to January 1, 1948. 
Credit shall also be granted for service during World "Val' I to any person who was 
employed by the municipality at the time of his entrance into the armed forces of the 
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,united, States,.if such employment was resumed within 90 days after discharge from the 
armed forces and ,continued until the effective date of participation of the municipality 
with total interruptions thereafter of not to exceed 2 years. . . 

(b) In each such case the earnings computed ,mder subsection (1) (a) 1 shall be 
adjusted to· reflect any salal'yincrcaseor salarJ'_adjustmentwhicJl_WQJllg ~lla:v.e_ altereci the 
rate o£ earnings during the pel'iocLof t}J.e 3 ealen,dar years immediately preceding the 
effective date if such employment had nQt been, interrupted by ~ervice in thearmeu forces. 
Whenever because of service in tile (lrmep. forces an employe shall have no earnings as com
putedunqt;l:;sllbsection (1) (a) 1, the,n the rate of earnings shall be compll.ted by dividing 
,the earnings during the last 12. calenclar, months of municiPal elllPlpyment by 12, and such 
,rllte of, earnings shall be adjusted as provided in this paragraph., '. " 

(<)} ,T4e provisions oJ.thjs subi'ection. shall .b~ effective, a'1 to, any municipality now 
or hereafter included in this fund, as of t}J.e date, of participation ,of Bach such munici
pality. 

(3) CURREN'!' SERVIOEOREDITS FOR SEmiWE, MEN. (a) Current service credit shall be 
.grantedfor that period of service spent in the armed forces of the United States" between 
the effective date of participation by the employing municipality and the date '\Yhen .the 
emplDye, resumed employment with the ,municipality pursuant tos. 16.276 01' 45.50, such 
credit,to be given as of such latter date, but such. credit shall be granted only to ,a person 
,,,ho was ,m emplDye .on the, effectiv(;l date,ofparticipation by such municipality, wJ;lO left 
the service pf such mupicipality to enter such armed forces and who entered such, armed 
forces ,priDr to January 1, 1948. ; , ,., ' , . 

(b) The participating; municipality shall grant ~uch current service. credit by making 
for suchparticjpating' employe themm;Licipality cDntributions which it wDuld have 1p.ade 
fDr such emplDye had he continued in the service of such m\micipalityduring' such period. 
In each such case the assumed earnings o£such employe, upon which such municipality con
tributiclllsmu!'t be based,shall be computed in the manner ,pruvicled for computing earnif\gs 
under subsection (2) (b). ,. .", " " " '. .' 

. OJb) elU'l'ent service ,credit shall be granted fDr that periDd .of, service spent in the 
armed forces of the United States between the begilining of sueih service'or ,June 25,:1950, 
whichever is later, and tIle date when the employe completes sue,h service, if the, employe 
reSllmeS employment with the participating municipality in confDl'Ihity with sectiqn 45.50 
, (1), Qut such lil'edit sliall be granted only tD a pel'sDn:who left the service .of the partiCi
pating municipality tD enter .such armed forces. Such cl'edit shallbegrante~ pUl'suant to 
section 66.904 (3) (b) as .of the date the emplDyment isresunied. . 

(c) The prDvisiDns of this subse(jtiDn shall be effective, as to any municipality now or 
hereafter included in this fund, as .of the date of participatiDn of each such municipality. 

in'story. 19Q1 c. 281, 415, 642. 

66.905 Contributions by municipalities. (1) Except as provided in sub. (8), each 
participating municipality shall make contributions, to the fund as follows: 

(a) Municipality contributions .of the percentages, as specified in this sectiDn, of .each 
payment .of earnings made to each participating emplDye .. Such contributions shall be 
made by the state frDm.the respective funds from which the salaries are paid to the em

.plDye for .whDm such contributions are being made; the heads of the respective state de
partments, boards and cDmmissions which make the salary deductions in accordance with 
s. 66;903 (2) (e) shall, at the. time that said salary deductions are sent tD the board; by 
applying' the munIcipality contributiDn rate of the state. tD the appropriate pDrtiDn of the 
earnings of the respective emplDyes of that department, board Dr cDmmissiDn, determine 
the amount of the cDn-espondiilg' municipality cDnhibutioll to .be made by the proper fund 
of the state and shall indicate the amount of suchcontributiDn on the monthly payroll 
report submitted in duplicate to the fund. The fund shall transmit one copy of such 
monthly pay roll report to the department .of administration together with a voucher 

.fDrpayment tD the Wisconsin retirement fund, from the appropriate state funds, of the 

. (lmounts payable ther.eto as indicated by the CDPY of the pay roll reports SD submitted. 
Thereupon the department of administration shall promptly. approve .such voucher for 
payment and the state treasurer shall forthwith issue his .check therefor tD the 'Wisconsin 
retirement fund. 
. . (b) Advance cOl1trihutiDns of such amounts as shall be determIned by any such munici
pality fDr the purpose .of reducing anyexistingobligatiDn of such m:unicipality fDr prior 
or cun-ent service. 

(2) Each. such percentage shall be the rate cDmputed as necessary to provide, as of 
the beginning .of such year, the total of the following: 

(a) The. uniform annual amount required, after allDwance for ,anticipated employe 
separations, at .the prescribed. rate .of interest, to . amortize, .over the remainder of the pe
riod of 40 years fDllowing' the effective date, the amDllnt, as. of the beginning of such year, 
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of the obligation. for the priOl~ service credits granted to the employes .0.1: t4emullicip~lity. 
(b) The amDunt .of the sing'le payment required, after allDwance fqr anticipated. em

ployeseparatiDns, because of. earnings pa,id, tD emplDyes .of. the w.ulli~ip;tl~ty, tD' P~'ovicle 
an municipality creditsgl'anted during suc4 yelll'; adjusted by the unifDrm annual amDunt 
required, at the prescribed rat,e of interest, to amDrtize, Dr tq }',!)fuild .oYer,10 yeal:s,'t4e 
amDunt, as .of the beginning .of such year, of any then exii3ting'(jbligation ~o;t', Dr8~rplus 
applicable, to, the ,municipality cl'ed~ts preyi()u,sly graI\te.~t.o ,the ,e~pl6YEls D;('the' mllll1ci-

,pality, and tD thegrantingon aCCDunt ofaIJ,y ,emplDYeS Df.the Ii:nlnicipality, .of death ,b~ne
,fits in excess. .of the anIqunt of the l1vailable accumulat.ed credits DfsucnemplD3'es., " 
. ,(c) . Th~ amDunt .of the .one-year tenrip~'enilil1n requirkd to· provide the excess, if 'an3~, 
.of the present va,lue .of the disability benefits,exp'ected . tD be gi·antl;ld,. dming' 'sncll' year 
tD .the employes, .of such mllllicip!!lity, oyer the available ,accu,ll).ulated credits. cif"such 

,emplDyes adjusted for any ilU11Jlus Dl~, deficiency ;tspl'Dvidedin s:66.916 (ir(b) .. " 
.. (d) The amqunt of thl) Dne~year te11ll pl~emium reqliii:edtciptDvid,8 the exce8s,if .any, 

.of t4e present value .of thesp!'lcial disability benefits under s. 66.007(3)expecteCltD be 
granted d~ing'such yeal' to tfle emplDye~ .of such llnlnicipalit;y,Dve~·the ~vailabl,e!accrini-
ulated credIts .of sllch emplDyes. .. . . 

. : , (e) The a~ount required tD prDvide that prDpDrtion .of the total' ildlniliis'thi tivee':ipe~se 
fDr .the year, adjl~sted fDrany surplus or deficiency existing as .of the' end of the pi'eyiDus 
year which the number .of emplDyes in the 'municipality, as of the beginning .of such . year, 
is .of the total number .of emplDyes then in all municipalitier;;. " . , 
.' (i:l) CDmputati~~f$ Dfthe~'ates Df,ulunicipality c6,nhibudOl~sfDr eachcalen~ar yea,r 

.. ilhaU be .made frDm the infDrmation av~ilable at the thue .of making. ~i~ch C~l!11pl1titiDn 
,awl .on the assUl~lption that fhe emplDyes in each l,l1ul1i(jipality atsllchtiiil(l wil1~continue 
in service. until the. end .of such. cale~daryear at theirresp~ctive rates of .earnhlg's.in 
effect at 81+ch. tiWe .. Such rates. shall becDme eff~citive, after c(lrtificatiDn by the bDard,. as 
.of the beginnIng .of the calendar year to which theyai'e applicable al}d shall ren1!lin in 
effect during 'sl18h year.' . , " , • . , '.. .,' ".' . 

. (4) The am0l1l1t of each ~unicipality contriJ)Utio~ shall be, cleter~in~d by applying 
the prDper percentage rate .of cDntl'ibutiDn tD tile total .of all earni'ugl:1paid tD emplDyes . .of 
the municipalitY'(ln each pay day,andall such amDunts shall be due and be deposited in 
the D.mce of the bDard by the municipalitynDt later than.,the end of the mDnth in, whichthe 
eal'nings are pai,d. 

(5) Notwithstanding any .other provisions ·Df this section, each. participating munici
pality which has nD participatiIig emplDyes as .of the beginning Dithe year shall make 
cDntributiDns tD the fund 4 times during the year, in additiDn tD any contributiDn. under 
section 66.905 (1) (b). Such contributiDns shall be 'due aild be depDsitedin the .office .of the 
fund by the municipality nDt later. than February, 15, :May 15; August 15 and NDvember 
15 .of the year. The amDunt .of each such municipality cDntributiDn shall be Dne-fDurth .of 
t,he amol1nt required for the .year under sectiDn 66.905 ,(2) (a) and (b) assuming' that tlle 
municipality will have nD participating employes during the year. 

(6) Whenever any participating' municipality. shan have its existence te11llinated 
because .of cDnsDlidatiDn or fDrany DtherreasDn, the n1l1ni'cipalitywhich thel'eaft81' in
cludes the a1'ea .. Df such t~ll'll1inated, municipality shall be liable for all priDr selmce .obliga
tions Dr .other .obligations payable tD the fund by such municipality. If the territDry . .of 
such fDrmer particip(lting municipality is. ,attacheqtD, 2 Dr moremunicipalitief$,the total 
obligatiDn to the fund. shall. be. allDcatecf to ,sw!h municIpalities, in prDportion to. the 
equalized valuation of eachal'ea.so attached. The amD\ljltDfsuchDbligatiDn aJ:ld the 
allocatiDn thereDf tD the respective municipalities shall )Je certified by the board.Df 
trustees .of the fund tD the clerk .of each such municipality. If the municipality to. which 
the'territDi'Y is so added is Dr becomes a pal'ticipat~ng municipality the Qbligat~Dn SD 
certified tD its clerk shall be added' tD its DbligatiDn under this SeCtiDn .. If the nmnici
pality to which any pad .of the £Ol:mer lllmiicipality is added i;'l nDt a participlloting 
municipality the 'obligatiDn shaH 1)8 liquidated by all ~nnual payment to be made not 
later than :May 1 in each year following a certificatiDnwhich shall be made by the bDard 
incDnformity with sub. (2) (a). Whenever such .obligation is di13charged pursuant tD 
the law, the bDard shall refund any .overpayment.' . ' , 

(8) N Dtwithstanding any Dtherproyision, tlie CD~t .of all priDr service credits and 
municipality curreiIt service credits. granted Oli and after J amiary 1; 1954, tD .. cDllnty 
judges and .on and after January 1, 1956, tD full-time judges of .CDurtS .of record, munic
ipal or infel'iDr(Dther than a cDl1nty CDurt) foi' sucll service shall he paid by th(l' s,tate. 
Effective January 1,1962, the state shall make mimi(jipality cilrrent service cDnt;dbutiOl~S 
only on sal:;l'ies .of ~udges~nd reporters who are. p~id pursua,nt tDSS. 253.Q7.(1) and 
253.35 (3)1ll cDuntIes of less than 500,000 populatIOn,. 

History: 1961 C, 281, 642. , 
..>---'-. '. -



66.906 MUNIOIPAL LAW 1334 

66.906 Compulsory retirement; annuities. (1) COMPULSOR.Y RE~REMENT. (a) Any 
participating employe, except an. appointed state offi?er, who has attallled ~l?ie. 65 ?r more 
on the effective date shaH be retIred at the end of Ins first month as a paltIClpatlllg em
ploye and any participating employe who ~ttaills the age. of 65 sI.laH, be re~Ired at the 

-end-of the month in',vhichsuch ageisattallled, unless wrItten notice IS recClved by t~e 
board certifying that the goveming body of the municil~ality, by which such employe, IS 
ell1ployedhas specifically authorized such employe to contlllue III employment for a perlOd 
not to exceed one year beyond such date, or not t? exceed one year beyond th~ date of 
expiration ofaliy previous certification date, or until the end ?f the current t.em: If chosen 
foi' Ii definite tm'm in which event such employe shall. be retired at the expn'atlOn of the 
period designated 'in the last certification for such c?ntinuance on file .w,ith ~he boal:d. 
The election by the voters of any member of a governlllg body of a partIcIP.atlllg mUlllC
ipality other than the state shall constitute the notice re.quired pmsuant to tlllS ,Paragraph 
authorizing such elected official to serve for the duratlOn Of the term for WhICh· he was 
elected, The employment of a participating employe who is an appoi~ted state officer 
less than 65 years of ag'e on January 1, 1948 or a state employe who ~s the head of a 
state department, b~ard or commission may be continued only upon ~'ec~lpt by the bo~rd 
of such a written notice from his appointing officer, board or comnllSSlOn who or wh;ch 
shall act as the governing body under this subsection for the sole purpose of grantlllg 
such continuances. 

(b) Each county officer, elected by a vote of the people, who becomes a participating 
employe pursuant to s. 66,901 (5) (i) and who has attained the age 65 when electing to 
participate shall be retired at the end of the theri cmrent term. Any such county officer 
who attains age 65 after electing to become a participating employe shall be retired on 
the date of the expiration of the term in which he reached ag'e 65. In either case any 
subsequent election of such county officer after age 65 by the voters shall constitute the 
notice required under pal'. (a) authorizing such elected county officer to serve for the 
duration of the term for which he was elected. 

(c) Subject to the provisions of pal'. (a) a participating employe who is a policeman, 
fireman, state traffic officer,· state motor vehicle inspector, state conservation warden, 
state forest ranger or other state conservation department employe subject to the 5 per 
cent normal contribution rate, county undersheriff, deputy sheriff or traffic policeman 
who has attained age 60 or more on the effective date for that participating municipality 
shall be l'etired at the end. of his first calendar quarter year as a participating employe. 
Any such participating employe who attains age 60 shall be retired at the end of the 
calendar quarter year in which such ag'e is attained, Notwithstanding the foregoing 
provisions of this paragraph, they shall not be construed to require the retirement of 
any participating employe prior to J anual'S 1, 1964, who had not retired prior to Aug'llst 
5,1959. 

(la) J USTIOES AND OIROUIT JUDGES; Each supreme court justice and circuit judge 
included under this fund who attains age 70 shall be retired at the end of the month in 
which such age is attained except that any such justice or judge may complete the term 
in which he was serving on July 1, 1955, or to which he had been elected before said date. 
This subsection shall supersede the provisions of sub. (1) for supreme court justices and 
circuit judges. 

(lb) COUNTY JUDGES. Each county judge included under this fund shall cease to 
hold office and shall be rethed at th~ end of the month in which he shall attain the age 
?f 70 years, except that any county Judge w~o shall have filed his official oath as county 
Judge on or before January 1, 1954, may at hIS election serve out the term for which such 
oath was filed. This provision shall supersede the provisions of sub. (1) for county judges. 

(lc) OTHER JUDGES. Each full-time judge of a court of re~Ol'd, municipal 01' inferior 
(other than a county court), included under this fund shall cease to hold office and shall 
be retired at the end of the month in which he shall attain the age of 70 years except that 
any.such j"';ldge who shall have filed his o,fficial oath as judge on 01' before July 1, 1956, may 
at Ins electlOn serve out the term for which such oath was filed. This provision shall super
sede the provisions of sub. (1) for such judges. 

(ld) ELEm;IVE,STATE OFFICERS. Each state offic.er elected by the vote of the people, 
other than a JustIce of the supreme, court or a Judge, ~vho becomes a participating 
emp~o~e pmsuant to s', 66.901 (5) (1) and who has attamed age 65 when electing to 
partlClp~te shall be retIred at. the end of the then ,c"';lrre~t term. Any such state officer 
who attams age 65 after electmg to become a partlClpatmg employe shall be retired on 
the date?f the .expiration of the term in which he attained age 65. In either case any 
subsequent electIon of such a state officer after age 65 by the voters shall constitute the 
notice required under sub. (1) (a) authorizing such elected state officer to serve fOl: the 
duration of the term for which he was elected. 
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(Ie) DE FACTO OFFICERS. Any state officer, heretoforE' 01' hereafter appointed, who 
has passed age 65 on the date of appointment, whp has been .confirmed by the senate when 
required by law, and for whom no proper formal notice required under sub. (1) (a) has 
been filed is entitled to all salary and to benefits under ss. 66.90 to 66.919 for the pel'iod 
for which he serves as a de facto officer just as though such formal notice or notices 
under sub. (1) (a) had been filed and notwithstanding that said state officer had termi
nated his employment priOl,·to January 28, 1960. 

(2) RETIREMENT ANNUITIES. (a) The following described persons shall be entitled 
to retirement annuities, beginning on the dates hereinafter specified: 

1. Any participant who, regardless of cause, is separated from all municipality serv
ice the compensation for which either exceeds $100 for any calendar month or is subject 
to normal contributions, and who has not been in the service of any municipality between 
the date of such separation and the date such annuity is approved. Notwithstanding the 
service restriction in the first sentence a participant may while the application is pending, 
but not less than 30 days after having been separated as l'equired herein, re-enter service 
for which the compensation otherwise would be subJect to normal contributions, provided 
such compensation does not exceed $100 for any calendar month, in which case such com
pensation shall not be treated as participating earnings. 

2. Such annuities shall begin on the date specified by the participant in the written 
application therefor, provided such date is not prior to the date of separation from the 
last participating municipality by which such padicipant was employed, and provided 
such date is not more than 60 days prior to the date of receipt of such application by the 
board; and provided the credits of the participant are sufficient as of such date to provide 
an annuity of at least $10 beginning immediately; and provided the participant has at
tained the age of 55. No application shall be filed ,,'ith the board unless the date therein 
specified on which an annuity is to begin is not later than 90 days after the date of receipt 
of such application by the board. . . . 

(b) The initial amount of any retirement annuity shall be 'determined in accordance 
with the prescribed rate of interest and the approved actuarial tables in effect on the date 
of approval of such annuity by the board and shall be the sum of the following: 

1. The annuity which can be provided, on the date such annuity begins, from the total 
accumulated additional and normal credits of the participant at such time, and 

2. The annuity which can be provided on the date such annuity begins from the total 
accumulated municipality and prior service credits of the participant at such time but 
the amount of accumulated prior service credits so applied shall not exceed the amount 
which would result in an annuity provided by all credits other than addition!\.l credits 
equal to 60 per cent of the final rate of earnings. 

(3) ALTERNATIVE RETIREMENT ANNUITIES, (a) Notwithstanding any otnel' pl'Ovision 
of sections 66.90 to 66.91S, any participant who is eligible to receive an ordinary retirement 
annuity under section 66.906 (2) may elect, in lieu of such annuity, to take the actuarial 
equivalent thereof as a retirement annuity payable monthly for the life of the participant 
as the annuitant, with a guaranty of ISO monthly payments, and in the ~vent of his death 
before ISO monthly payments have been made, the remainder of the ISO monthly payments 
shall be continued to one beneficiary or divided as specified by the participant, and 
equally if not specified, behveen 2 or more beneficiaries designated by such participant, 
until payments shall have been made for ISO consecutive months after such annuity began. 
. (aa) Notwithstanding the death of un applicant for a retirement annuity under this 

sllbsection while such application is pending, the annuity applied for shall be payable if 
the board had received the application within 30 days of the date of termination of em
ployment. Delivery of an application by an employe to the municipal agent of an em
ployer municipality at any time during 1954 constitutes receipt of the application by the 
board under this paragraph. . . 

(b) Upon the death of the annuitant who was the participatillg employe before pay
menthas been made for ISO months, the then present value of the remainder of such 
paymimts shall be paid as a death benefit under section 66.90S to the est.ate of such an
nuitant where such estate was designated as the beneficiary or where no ben~ficiary was 
designated or where no designated beneficiary survives. 

(c) In the event of the death of any designated beneficiary prior to t.he dea, ih of the 
annuitant who was the participating employe, then upon the death of the la.tter, the then 
present value of. the benefit, if any, which WD\lld have been payable to such deceased 
beneficiary had he survived, shall be payable as a death benefit under section 66.90S, 
unless an alternate beneficiary survives. .' 

(d) Upon the death of any designated beneficiary after he has become entitled to re
ceive monthly payments hereunder, the then present value of the remaindel' of his benefit 
shall be paid as a death benefit under section 66.90S. 
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(e) Whenever a participant elects to take ari annuity provided for llnder this sub
section; then upon the death of such participant, no death benefit shall be payable under 
the provisions of section 66.908 (2) (c). . 

(f) A justice of the supreme, court, a circuit judge, a, county judge or a full-time judge 
of any other-court of reeord-who-iseligihleto recei,v'e an ordinary retirement annuity uli
del's. 66.906 (2)may elect; in lieu of such ailliuity, to take the actmiriill equivalent there
of as a retirement annuity payable monthly for the life of the participating' employe as 
the ,annuitant, with a guaranty of 120 monthly payments, in which event all of the provi
sions of pars. (a) to (e) shall he applicable except that wherever the figure "180" appears 
in said paragraphs the figure "120" shall be substituted. 
, , , (g) If the amount of the monthly payments to a beneficiary of an ,annuitant undei' this 
snbsection is less than $10, such l\lOnthly payments shall not be paid, but in lieu thereof the 
then pl'esep.t value of such mqnthly payments shall 'be paid to such beneficiary upon the 
death of the annuitant. Any beneficiary entitled to receive monthly payments amounting 
to .less thaI). $10 under a ,~'etirement 01' beneficiary annuity granted prior to October 1, 
1997 Play elect at any: time to receive the then present value of the remainder of his 
bf')nefit'. 

(3a) OPTIONAL FORM OF ANNUITY; (a.) Notwithstanding any other provisions of ss. 
66.90 to 66.918, any participant who is eligihleto receive an ordinary retirement annuity 
ulider. sub.i(2) may elediin lieu of such annuity, to take the actuarial equivalent thereof 
as anan):luity payable ,monthly to ,the participant during life, and after the death of the 
participant, monthly payments of 75 per cent of the monthly ainounts payable to the 
participant, if living', to be contiimed to such one beneficiary during' life as the participant 
shall have ,designated in' his, original application for an, annuity. 
, (b) VVhenever a pal'ticipant elects to take an annuity,providedfor under this Sllb" 

section, then ,upon the death of such participant, no death benefit shall be payable under 
the provisions of section 66.908 (2) (c). 

,(3b), OPTI.ONAL INTEGRATED ANNUITY. Notwithstanding any other provision of ss. 
66.90 to 66.918, any participant who is eligible to receive an ordinary retirement ammity 
under sub. (2), which annuity is. to begin prior to the participant's sixty-fifth birthday, 
may elect, in lieu of such annuity, to take the actuarial equivalent thereof as: (a) a re
duced annuity payable, monthly. for life, plus (b) a temporary annuity payable monthly 
and terminating with the payment due in the month in which the participant attilins age 
65. It is the intent of this option that so.far as is practica ble the aforesaid life annuity and 
tempor![ry annuity will be determined in' ,such relative amounts, that the participant's 
total. anticipated retirement benefits from the fund and fi'om primary social security will 
be the same both before and after attainment of age 65, assuming that, the participant has 
no further wages credited to his account under the federal old-age and survivors insurance 
sy'stemafter ceasing to' be a participating employe. Section 66.908(2) (c) shall apply 
to an annl1ity granted undeI'this sllbsectio):l. ' . 

, '(3c) O'l'HE~FORits OF AN~UITIES. In addition to the optional forms of annuities per-, 
mitted lmder this section the board may by rule establish s\lch additional optional forms 
of alllluiHesas it deems desirable. 'Such additional forms of al1lluities shall be. based on 
actl1arialequiyalent'va'lues,wlth clue regard to selection against the fund. " 

(4)R';~ENTRY IN,'W SERVlOE: (a)' Notwithstanding the fact ,that any annuity is pay
able for life, if any I,tl1lluitant under age ,65 receiving a. retirement annuity enters the 
service of any Pltrticipating municipality by which he W!lS employed~vithin 5 years prior 
to the. beg~innhig date of ,the annuity; the annuity payable to such annuitant, at that, time 
shalfbe te~'minatedas'ofthe ~ndof the If\onth prior to, the date upoii which such ,person 
receive<,l total,earnings in all suc1,1, services in. excess of $1,200 in any calendar year. If 
an. annuitant wllO has attail~ed,65 i~ l;e-!employed' by the p~rticipating m).ll1icipality by 
which 'last employed prior to the approval of the mlnuity and receives, total earnings 
therefrom in n:n'y year in ,excess of the greater of $1,200 or one-half of his ,aIlnual final 
rate of. earnings the annuity shall be'terlpinated as of the ,end of the month prior to the 
l'eceipt' cifsllch excess, Earnings under, this subsection shall be cOI\strued to include also 
any, pa;ym~rit '~eceived. floolJ:!. a~y ,muni~ipltlity for personal services, '??qluding services, 
performed oli a contractual baSIS. ,,, , : " ' ' , ," '.' 

(b) Upop. sllbsequent retirement, a former annuit~rit shall be required to accept the 
same fOl'm of annuity as that under which he initially retired, and if such annuity is an 
optiona! annuity provided uilclm' sub'. (3a), the same beneficiary. Upqn such subsequent, 
retirement, the annuity may not conimence 'until after ,the lapse of a period followirig the 
termination date of'his pl'evious annuity equal to 'the aggregate of one month for each 
full $200 of ~arnings received in the month in, whichthe $1,200 limitation was excee~led, 
,(5), NOTICE OFEMPLo'YMJ!:NT. , Wheneve~' any ,participating municipality employs any 

persol(who is entitled to rece~ve _ a retireIp~nt aniiuity}rom the fund, and W)lO was for" 
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merly an employe of that municipality, the municipality shall give written notice of such 
employment to the fund within 15 days of the date of such employment specifying,in 
such notice the name of the employe, his birth date and the date when his new employment 
began. 

Histo1'Y: 1961 c. 281, 302, 580. 

66.9065 Variable annuities. (1) (a) Any participating employe may by written 
notice to the fund elect to provide for a variable annuity through a segregation of credits 
in his account to be accumulated from future contributions. Such notice of segregation 
shall be effective as of. tIle beginning of the calendar quarter year following its receipt by 
the fund. 

(b) Such segregation shall continue in effect as long as the person filing the notice of 
segregation continues. to be a participant and may not· be reduced. 

(c) Any segregation may be increased. in the manner provided under pal'. (a), and 
when increased shall be subject to the provisions of pal' .. (b). 

(d) The total amount segregated under this subsection shall not. exceed one-half of 
the normal contribution. 

(2) A portion of the municipality Cl'edit for current service provided by s. 66.904 
(1) (a.) 2 c which is equal to the amount of the normal cont·ribution seg'regated by a 
participating employe for a variable annuity pursuant to sub. (1) shall also be segregated 
fo1' a variable annuity for that person. 

(3) In the case of any participating elilploye cm;rently contributing toward a variable 
annuity any subsequent additional contribution made pursuant to s. 66.903 (2) (a) 2 
shall be segregated for a variable annuity. ' 

(4) (a) Any participating employe who has acted pursuant to sub. (1) may by written 
notice to the fund provide that a specified amount of the credits accumulated in accounts 
in his name pursuant to s. 66.904 (1) (b) be seg'l'egated for a variable ·amiuity. The 
aggregate amount so segregated shall be an even multiple of $1 and shall not' exceed 
10 pel' cent of the accumulated credits ,in. all his accounts as of the beginning of the 
calendar year in which the original notice under. sub. (1) is effective, except that if the 
aggregate amount that may be transferred pursuant to. pal'. (b) is less than $100 the 
filing of the written notice hereunder shall effectuate the transfer of the entire amount. 
Such segregation shall be effective as of tl.le beginnil1g of the calendar quarter year fol
lowing the receipt by.the fund of such notice and shall 1)e hnproved with interest for each 
month of the current year .prior to such segregation at .one-twelfth of the effective rate .of 
interest for the preceding year but if such notice .is received after June 30, 1961 it shall 
be effective on .the January 1 following its receipt. For .the purposes of tlus: subsection 
credits to, which a participant is entitled pursuant to s. 66.904 (1) (a) 8 and 9 shall be 
considered as included.in his accumulated. credits at the beginning of the calendar year in 
which his .original notice under sub. (1) was effective, .andany credits which were not 
segregated for a variable annuity under pal'. (a) 01' (b) solely because action entitling a 
participant tocreqits pursuant to s. 66.904 (1) (a) 8· or 9 was completed after the date 
as of which such a segregation was effective shall be so segregated as of the beginning of. 
the calendar year following such action. 

(b) He may by written notice to the fund provide for the seg'regatiO!l of credits for 
a variable annuity in the same manner as under par. (a) in an anlbunt not in excess of 
the amount computed under the 10 per cent segregation limit as originally determined 
under par. (a), bllt the aggtegate' segregation of accumulated creditsundel' this subsection 
shall not exceed 50 per cent of the accumulated credits in all his accounts as at the 
beginning of the calendar year in which, the original notice under sub. (1) was effective. 
Not more than one segregation under this subsection shall be made effective in anyone 
calendar year. . 

(c) In effecting such segregation the accumulation . of additiOlial credits as of the 
beginning of the calendar year shall first be segregated until exhausted; next equal amounts 
of the accumulation qf,lOrmal credits and: ;nnuucipality credits sht:t11 be segl,'egated until 
such accumult:ttions as of the. begiIUting of the calendar year have be.en exhausted; finally 
accumulated prior ~ervic(l crlidits sh.t:tll be I:leg'l'egaied to the.extent required. 

(5). The board shall, except as specifically provided herein, have sole discretion to 
establish rules governing the amount of segregations for a variable annuity, which with
out limitation because of. enumeration shall include the form, time and procedure for 
filing the notices, the minimum, maximum and. unit amounts which may be segregated, 
both from Cllrrel1t contributions and accumulated credits, the increasing of the amounts 
segregated, and other. appropriate . regulations. Such rules, among other things, shall fix 
procedures govel'lling. the operation of the variable anllluty .division, . the frequency with 
which variable t:tnl1Uity payments are to be varied, and the mechanics bf allocating the 
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results of investment experience to the accounts of individuals having credits in the vari
able annuity division. The present value of any variable annuity at any time shall be 
determined in conformity with the actuarial tables in effect at such time. 

(6) (a) Within the accounts maintained for each individual participanUhereshall be 
maintained a record of the amount of each type of credit segregated for a variable annuity. 
Credits so segregated shaH not be credited with interest as provided in s. 66.904 (1) (b) 1 
and 2, but in lieu thereof net gains or losses shall be credited or debited as the case may 
be as follows: 

1. All balances so segregated at the beginning of each year remaining so segregated at 
the end of the year shall then be credited 01' debited at the rate of net gain 01' loss for the 
year. 

2. All amounts so segregated during the year pursuant to sub. (4), or because of re
establishment of credit after cancellation of an annuity, remaining so segregated at the 
end of the year shall then be credited or debited at one-twelfth of the Tate of net gain 
01' loss for the year for each full month from the date so segTegated to the end of the year. 

(b) Credits segregated for a varia hIe annuity at the beginning of each year and all 
amounts so segregated within the year pursuant to sub. (4), or because of re-establishment 
of Cl'edit after cancellation of an annuity, not remaining in such accounts at the end of 
the year because of the granting' of annuities 01' death benefits during the year shall be 
credited with interest, on the first day of the month in which the first annuity 01' death 
benefit payment is due, for each full month elapsing between the first day of the year 
or the date of credit, as the case may be, and the first day of the month in which such 
first annuity or death benefit payment is due, at one-twelfth of the effective Tate of 
interest for the previous year. 

(c) Fractions less than one-tenth per cent in the rate of net gain to be credited to 
any account pursuant to this subsection shall be disregarded. 

(7) (a) Notwithstanding any other provisions of the statutes, the funds of the varia
ble annuity division shall be invested primarily in common stocks which qualify as invest
ments under the applicable provisions of s. 201.25 (1) (ff) and (fg), real estate, and 
securities which are convertible into such common stocks, and all of such funds shall be 
excluded in computing' the 15 pel' cent limitation provided for in s. 25.17 (4). 

(b) The value of all securities and of uninvested funds of the variable annuity divi
sion shall notwithstanding' the provisions of s. 66.916 (2) be determined periodically on 
the basis of their then market value at intervals specified in the rules. The ma,rket value 
shall be the value certified by the Wisconsin investment board. For listed securities such 
shall be determined as of the close of the final market day at the end of the period; for 
unlisted securities it shall be determined to be the bid price; for real estate it shall be 
determined to be the value as appraised at intervals fixed by the board of trustees. The 
net gain of the variable annuity division for any period shall be the excess of 1. the in
crease within the period in the value of the assets of the variable annuity division resulting' 
from income from the investments thereof and from the sale or the appreciation in value 
of any investment thereof; over 2. the decrease within the period in the value of such 
assets resulting from the investment expenses of the variable annuity division and from 
the sale or the depreciation in value of any investments thereof. If the decrease exceeds 
the increase the amount of such excess shall be the net loss of the variable annuity division 
for the period. 

(e) The rate of net gain 01' loss for any period shaH be determined by dividing the 
amolmt thereof by the average of the amounts of the assets of the variable annuity division 
at the beginning' of each month in the period. Any net gain 01' loss of the variable an
nuity division not credited 01' debited to participants' accounts pursuant to sub. (6) (a) 
or (b) 01' to the reserve for variable annuities granted accolmt pursuant to sub. (9) at 
the end of any period shall be considered in the determination of the rate of net gain 01' 

loss for the ensuing- period. 
(8) (a) A retirement annuity or beneficiary annuity provided pursuant to s. 66.906 

or 66.909 by available accumulated credits which include amounts segregated for a vari
able annuity shall consist of a. fixed annuity and a variable annuity, the respective initial 
amounts of which shall be determined on the basis of the ratio of the available accumulated 
credits of the pa.rticipant not segregated for a variable annuity (which shaH be deemed 
to provide a fixed annuity) to the accumulated credits segregated for a variable annuity 
on the date his annuity beg'ins 01' his death occurs. 

(b) A disability annuity g-ranted pursuant to s. 66.907 to a participant whose accounts 
include amounts segregated for a variable annuity shall consist of a fixed annuity and a 
variable annuity, the respective initial amounts of which shall be determined on the basis 
of the mtio of all classes of the accumulated credits of the participant not seg-regated for 
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a variable annuity at the date the disability annuity hegins, to his accumulated credits 
so segregated at that date. 

(c) If the initial amount of the variable amlUity so determined is less than $10 the 
entire annuity shall be a fixed annuity. 

(d) If the initial amount of the variable annuity so determined is at least $10 and the 
amount of the fixed annuity is less than $10 the entire annuity shall be a v/!-riable annuity. 

(9) (a) All accumulated credits applied to provide variable annuities shall be credited 
to the reserve for variable annuities granted account and all variable annuity payments 
shall be charged to that account.' ' 

(b) The balance at the beginning of any year in the reserve for variable annuities 
granted account, as adjusted by transfers thereto and payments therefrom, shall not be 
credited with interest as provided hy s. 66.916 (2) (a) but shall be credited 01' debited, 
as the case may he, at the end of the year with net gain or loss at the rate of net gain 
01' loss of the variable annuity division for the year. 

(10) (a) Periodically the amollilt payable with respect to all variable annuities pre
viously granted shall be redetermined so as to refiect the' net gain or loss of the reserve 
for variable annuities granted as determined by 1'1lle in accordance with actual'ialpl'o
cedures approved by the board of tl'liiltees on a basis which i,t deems appropriate from 
time to time and without limitation as to the nature of the pi'ocedul'es that nlay be adopted. 
'The board of trustees may for as long as it deems desirable provide that the variation in 
the amounts payable under variable annui~ies shall not be affected by the fiuctllations in 
the mortality experience under variable anmlities granted. ' 

(b) In conformity with the rules the executive director shall certify to the depal"t
mmit of administration the rates of increase or decrease in the variable annuities 
previously approved, and the department of administration shall make payments accord
ingly until a new certification is made. 

(11) In ,addition to the changes made pursuant to sub. (10) variable annuities granted 
under ss. 66.906 (3a) and (3b) and 66.907 (2) shall be changed in confor!l1ity with the 
subsection under which gTanted. 

(12) '(a) Whenever any person having credits segr~gated for a variable annuity 
ceases ,to, be a participating employe: , 

1. If the total accumulated ,credits segregated 1'01' a variable annuity as of the begin
ning of the year in which the date of sep(ll'ation occurs aggregates less than $2,00Q such 
credits shall be credited to the fixed anmlity account of such' person at the end of the fol
lowing calendar year unless previously terminatedplirsuant to s. 66,904 (1) (b) 4. ' 

2. If the total accumulated credits segregated for a variable annuity as of the begin
ning of the year in which the date of separation occurs aggregates $2,000 or more such 
person shall automatically be deemed to have irrevocably ronounced all rights to a sepa
ration benefit under s. 66.91 unless the application for s,uch separation benefit is received 
by the board within one year after such termination of employment. 

(13) This section shall be effective at the beginning of th~, calendar year 1958 but the 
required written notice under sub. (1) may be given previously by a participating employe. 

,(14) This section shall not be operative, except for the fUing of written notice, until 
the beginning of the second calendar month after 500 wlitten notices have been filed with 
the fund pursuant to sub. (1). 

History. 1961 c. 281, 336. 

66.907 Disability annuities. (2) (a) The following described persons shall be en
titled to disability annuities, beginning on the dates hereinafter specified: 

1. Any participating employe who has not attained age 65 and is totally disabled, 
either mentally or physically, by a disability which is likely to be permanent. A person 
shall not be deemed to be disqualified solely because he is able to perform the duties of 
any position for which the compensation does not exceed $1,200 in any' calendar year. 
Totally disabled means inability to engage in anysllbstantial gainful activity by reason 
of any medically determinable physical or mental impairment which can be expected to 
result in death or to be of permanent duration. The participating municipality shall 
certify to the fund that the participating employe is unable to continue in eniployment 
because of a total disability of such a nature as toreaso'nably prevent performance of 
the duties of any position and as a consequence is not entitled to any earnings from 
such municipality. For the purposes of this subsection a participant shall, within the 
limitations of s. 66.903 (1) (b), be considered to be a participating employe on leave of 
absence, notwithstanding the fact that no formal leave of absence is in effect, if no other 
employment has intervened since service for the participating lllunicipality, and if the 
tel'l!lination of acti~e service for the participating municipality was due to such dis
ability. 
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2. Except for a disability arising out of employment for a participating municipality, 
no participating employe shall be eligible for a disability annuity until he lias completed 
at least' 20 calendar' quarter years of service for such participating municipality in a 
ppsition jor w4ich he received_either current service or· prior service credit. Service 
for 'any predecessor municipality shall be inCluded in deterniining the completioil- of the 
20 calimdar quarter years. 

3.' Such: annuities ,shall begin on ,the date such disability occurred, unless written 
application ifol'such benefits'is not received by the board within 60 days of such date, in 
\vhich case, benefits shall begin to accrue on the day 60 days .prior to the receipt of such 
applicatiori;or unless all earnings have not ceased to .be, payable to such employe on such 
date, ilf which, case; b'enefits, shall begin on the day following the day for which the last 
payment 'ofeul'l1ings to such ,employe is made by any employing municipality. 

, (b) Apa'l'ticipating employe shall be considered totally and permanently disabled 
only after the board has received written, certification· hy at least 2 licensed and prac
ticing ppysiGians apPJ'oved or appointed by the board, that the employe is totally. and 
likely ,to. be ,permal~ently disabled, for performance of ,the duties of any position. ! 'I 

,( c ) Thealn.ount"of any disability annuity shall be the. greater of the following: 
1. The amount that,can jJeprovided from the t9tal accmnulat,ed credits of the employe 

on the. dahl s~lch annuity begins ; or . . , '. . . . . 
, 2. The snm of. the . a,mo~ll1t of the annuity that can .be provided from the accumulation 

,of additional credits on the date the disability annuity hegins, plus the lesser of the fol
lowing amounts: 50 pel' cent of the final rat.e of· eal'l)ings, 01' 1 Yz pel' cent. of . the final 
rate of earnings multiplied by the IHunber of years of prior service ,and of current service 
including in the latter assumed service between the date the, disability occ11rred~n(.t the 
date on which the applicant ,will attain the age of 65. The llUl)1ber of such total years 
shall be determined to the nearest full year. Whenever the applicant qualifies for dis-

i ,ability benefits or for old-age benefits as a retired worker under the federal old cage and 
, survivors insurance system, the am\lUnt of his disability' ann'uity, other than the amount 
attributable to his additional contributions, shall be reduced by 20, per cent o~ the amount 
thereof, but in no event shall such reduction lower the disability anmlity b.elow that which 
could have 'been provided under subel. 1;' Sttchreduction shall be effective with the aimuity 
payment for the eighth month after the annuity begillsexceptdming such period as the 
disa:~ility annuitallt fUrliishes evidence to the flmd that· he is not eligible for benefits 
from)he federa,1 old-age and SurViVOl;S illsuriulce systel11: ,.'. :,," .! . 

, . (ce) Jfa persollwho ha~ received a separation benefit sU]Jseqltent13' becomes it! par
ticimtllt, his service, prior t6 the pa37mellt of such sepai'ation benefit shall be disreg?rded 
for purposes .ofdeterniining his eligIbility for, or the. amount of, any' benefit under this 
sf;lGtio)1... ' i, . i' . '.'. ' . ",' . . , . 

(d) The board may require that, any annuitant receiving a disability anllllity shall be 
examined by at least O)1e licEinsed andpracficing physician appointed by the board during 
any period, such an)1uitant sha~l receive SllCh !\nnuity and prior to age 65. A written re
rJor.t of such examination which ,shall indicate ~vheth~r or not the annuitant is still totally 

,and' pel;manently disabled, shall be filed with the boal;d by each such physician. 
I' (e) If thEireport of any such physician indicates that the annuitant has recovered 
froiri disability and is able to perform the duties of' any regular position for which the 
annual compensation exceeds $1,200, or if the annuitant refuses to submit to such exam
ination, the disability annuity shall terminate as of the end of the month previous to 
the date, of df;ltermi,1U}tion by the board of sucll; recovery or refusal. 

(f) Notwithstanding the fact that a disability annuity is granted for life, if any disa
bility anmtitant shall receive or shall have.receiyed payment for personal services includ
ing any service performed 011 a contractual basis in any calendar year in excess of $:).,200 
in cash or the equivalent in value such annuity shall. be suspended by the board. Such 
annuity maybe reinstated by the board as of the beginning' .of the month following board 
action, upon ,a showing by the annuitant that such persQnal sElrvices have terminated. The 
board may requ.Lre.certifications as,to SllCh payments for personal services priOl~ to the sub
sequent iss.uance of annuity checks. , 

(g) Any person entitled to payments under this subsection who may otherwise be en
titled to' payments under S. 66.C191 may file with the board· and the industrial commission 
a written election to waive payments due under this subsection und accept in lieu thereof 
slich payments as may be due 'lmder S. 66.191, but no person shalll'eceive payments under 
both's, 66.191 and this subsection. 
, (3) LAW ENFORCEMENT AND FIRE-FIGHTING PERSONNEL'. (a) Employes included. 

Each participating employe who' is a conservatiop. wai'den, conservation patrol boat 
captain, conservation patrol boat engineer, conservation airplane pilot, state forest 
ranger, member of the state traffic patrol, state motor vehicle inspectors, policeman, 
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fireman, and each employe of the conservation commission who is designated "by the 
conservation director as being subject to forest fire control or warden duty shall be 
entitled to the special disability benefits provided by this subsection if he meets the 
requirements set forth herein. 

(b) Eligibil,jty. To he eligible therefor such person shall: 
1. Have attained age 55, but have not attained age 60 ;' and have been a participating 

employe for not less than 15 yeM's in the municipality by which he is employed; and ' 
,2. Have become physically or mentally ,disabled to such an extent that he can no 

longer efficiently and safely perform the duties required by his position, and such con
dition is unlikely to improve. 

(c) Benefit. Any persollwho qualifies under this subsection shall receive a special 
disability benefit consisting of 2 components as follows: ' 

l:A retirement annuity as provided under s. 66~906; and 
2. A special' 'disability annuity payable monthly during life of an amoilnt which, 

when added to the 'monthly retirement annuity paid under subd. 1 (excluding any portion 
thereof based upon additional contributions), equals the lesser of a. 50 pel' ~ent of the 
final rate of earnings of the employe at the time Of application for benefits under this 
subsection, or b. the retirement annuity which would ha:Ve been p'ayabJ'eto snchperson 
if he had continued to be a participating employe in the same position and at the same 
salary until attaining age 60, from the 'accumulation of normal; municipal and prior 
selivice credits, exclttding'sHpplementary municipality credits, which would be available 
at such time, assuming the accumulation of aU such credits at the prescribed rate of 
interest. ' 

(d) LljJl)lication fOl' benefits j l·ojJOrts. A person who claims to be disabled as pro
'videdherein,' may make wi'itten application to the 'Wisconsin retirement fund for bene
fits herennder. The board shall make an investigation including examination of medical 
reports,and shall'make a, 'preliminary report as'towhether or not 'a special disability 
benefitshaU be gTanted;, A copy of the report shall be'served by maHan the applicant 
and on the mlmicipalityemploying him. 

(e) Finality of report. If neither the applicant nor his employer a,ppeals to the 
board from its preliminary report within 20 days, the report shall be final. 
'(f) Revim.v j final detM·1i~ination., Either the employe or the 8mployerlnay' request 

a review of the prelimina~'Y report by the boa~l'd.Such a, request for review shall be filed 
'in writing withi11 20 days following' l'eceiptof tlie repol;t by the employe or employer. 
The board shall thereupon be authorized to proceed pursuant to s. 20.904 to use tlie 
services of staff members of the industrial commission, including' an examiner and re
porter topI'ovide for a hearing to be conducted' bysttchexaminer 'on behalf of the board. 
Such heal'ing, shall J~e condilcted pursuant to s~. 227.08 to 227.13, and theexamiher 'shaH 
st1bmit to the board a written report of his findings together with the summary of the 
evidence. The employer shall be considered a party to the proceeding. Thereupon the 
boai'd· sh'allmake a final determination. Sllch determination shaH he sllbject to' review 
undeich. 2217; . 

(g) 'Such disability allnuity shaH begin asprovidecHll subd. (2) (a) 3.' ' 
(h) No payments shall be made under this subsection· for any period as to which pay

ments are being made under s. 66.191 01' this section. Payments under pal'. (c) 2 shall be 
suspended fol'any period during which the annuitant is employed in a la,)v enforcement 
or fire-fighting capacity in Wisconsin by any municipality as defined in s. 66.901 (2). 

'(i) The county board oiany county which has pmsuant to s. 66;903 (2) (a) required 
the normal contribution rate for nndersheriffs, depl1ty sheriffs or tra:ffic policemen to be 
5 percmit may elect td include such employes under this subsection by filing official 
notice thereof with the board. 

~ist(h'Y: 1961 c. 281. 

",66.908 Death benefits. (1) The f~nowing ciescribedpe~'sons ~hallbe ~ntitled to 
death benefits, in the form and at the times hereafter ~pecified:, ' . . ' , 

(a) The;beneficiary of !\nyparticipant or of any, annuitant on the date ,of ~eath,of 
the participant or annuitant, or if any beneficiary dies before his application for, the 

'death benefit is aGted lwon qy the board, tllll sur,yiving beneficiaries of ,the part~cipant 01' 

anl1l1itllnt., , . , " , ,'", 
, (b) S11Ch death benefit~ shall b,e Pllid W the form of a single cash sum except where 

anllnnuity i$,payable under t\1eproyision,s of sectiol1 ,,66.909. , ' 
,( c,)Wheuever any deat}J. benefit is payable in a s,ingle .cash sum, it, shall be paid to 

the beneficiary as soon as practicable after receipt by the board of: 1. A certified copy of 
the death certificate of. the participant 01' annuitant; 2.a )vritteu application of the bene
ficiary for such benefit, and 3. such additional evidence as the board deems necessary or 
desirable. 
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(2) The amount of the death benefit shall be: 
(a.) Upon the death of a participant whose beneficiary 01' beneficiaries to whom the 

d'eath benefit is payable are a spouse, parent, child (including legally adopted child), 
grandchild, brother or sister of such participant the amount equal to the accumulated 
normal, additional, municipality and ptioi' sei'Vice-ci'edits 6fslHlh pa,tticipallt611 the 
date of his death;, except that the total accumulated municipality and prior service 
credits used to provide the total death benefit shall not exceed such respective credits 
which could have been used to provide an annuity for the deceased participant at the'time 
of his death, assuming that an annuity could have been granted to him at such time. 
No benefit shall be payable under this paragraph unless such participant at the date of 
his death was: 1. A participating employe; or 2. A participant who is receiving a benefit 
under s. 66.191, but who is not an annuitant; or 3. A participant, other than an annui
tant, who had prior or current service credit, or both, for at, least 60, calendar quarter 
years as a participating, employe. For the purposes of this paragraph, a participant 
shall be deemed to be a participating employe on the date of his death if he is then an 
applicant fo~' a retirement annuity, other than an annuity authorized by s. 66;906 (3), 
whose application had been received within 30 days after termination of employment 
and who would have been entitled to such annuity had he lived, and a participant shall 
be deemed to be a, participating employe on leave of absence, subject to the limitations 
of s. 66.903 (1) (b), if the participating municipality for which he last, performed 
services. as a participating employe has not filed notice of the termination of his employ
ment, notwithstanding the fact that no formal leave of absence is in effect. If the 
death of a participating employe on leave of absence arises from employment by any 
employer other than such participating municipality his employment shall be deemed to 
have terminated and he shall not be considered a participating employe on the date of 
his death. 

(b)UiJon the death of a paJJticipant, other than an annuitant, or a pm'ticipant whose 
beneficiary or b81ieficiaries are entitled to receive a death benefit under par. (a), the 
amount equal to the sum of the accumulated normal and additional credits of the partici-
pant ,as of the time of death. , 

(c) Upon the death of a person receiving a disability or retirement annuity, or a person 
who had been granted a disability or retirement annuity which had not commenced, the 
excess of the sum of the accunmlated additional and normal credits of such annuitant 
which were used at the time the annuity began to provide the disability or retirement 
annuity, over the sum of all annuity payments to which he had become entitled prior to his 
death. . ' , 

(d) Upon the death of an annuitant receiving a beneficiary annuity, the excess of the 
accumulated normal and additional credits of the employe which were used at the time the 
annuity began, over the sum of all annuity payments to which such beneficiary had, be
come entitled prior to his death. 

(e) Upon the death of a per$on granted or receiving a disability annuity, if a bene
ficiary or beneficiaries to whom a death benefit is payable are a wife, minor child, 01' 

dependent husband designated as beneficiaries on the date the disability annuity was 
approved, the present value,at the, date of death of such annuitant, of a beneficiary annu
ity ,(terminating in the case of a minor child at the end of the month in '"hich 
he shall reach the age of 21) of the monthly amount to which such beneficiary would have 
become entitled if death had occurred on t.he day prior to the date on which the disability 
'annuity commenced; and if the death of the beneficiary or beneficiaries who failed to 
survive the disability annuitant had occurred prior to said date. For the purposes of 
this paragraph, the $10 minimum annuity provision in s. 66.909 (1) shall be disregarded 
and present values shall be determined in accordance with the prescribed rate of interest 
and approved actuarial tahles in effect on the date of approval of such ,death benefit by 
th!) board. Payment hereunder shall be completely in lieu of any payment to such bene
ficiary under pal'. (c), provided that if the death benefit payable to snch beneficiary under 
tIns paragraph would be less than the amount determined under pal'. (c) the death benefit 
shall be payable under par. (c) and this paragraph shall not he applicable to . such ben€
ficia,ry. . 

, (f) If any person, for whom credits have been re-established pursnant to s .. 66.904 
(1) (a) 3 upon his re-entry into service, dies within 3 years after slH)h re-entry, the 
credits so reestablished shall not be payable as a death benefit under par. (a) or (b), but 
in lieu thereof a death benefit shall be payahle pllrsuant to par. (c); notwithstanding 

. the provisions of s. 66.906 (3) (e) and (3a) (b), to 'which shall be added the amount 
of the accunmlations on the date of death from 'the 'normal and additional contributions 
made by the employe after the date of the termination of his anl'J.'ui~y. 

66.909 Beneficiary annuities. (1) Except as provided in sub. (4), if the amount 
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of any death benefit is sufficient to provide an immediate annuity of at least $10 for the 
beneficiary, the death benefit shall be paid in the form of annuity of such amount as can 
be provided from the death benefit on the date such annuity begins, provided: 

(a) The beneficiary is the widow or minor child of the participant or annuitant, or 
(b) The beneficiary is other tllan the widow or minor child of the pal'ticipant or an

nuitant, but such. beneficiary has specified in the application for the death benefit, or the 
participant has so specified in a written .notice received by the board prior to his death, 
that such benefit shall be paid as an annuity. 

(c) A beneficiary who is a spouse may, in lieu of a life annuity, elect to receive an 
annuity pursuant to ~. 66.906 (3) and all of the provisions of s. 66.906 (3) relating' to a 
participant shall .apply to such spouse except that the provisions of s. 66.906 (3) (aa) 
shall be completely inapplicable. 

(cc) A beneficiary who is a widow of a participant or annuitant may, in lieu of a 
life annuity, which annuity is to begin prior to the widow's sixty-second birthday, elect 
to take the actuarial equivalent thereof as: 

1. A reduced annuity payable monthly for life, plus 
2. A temporary annuity payable monthly and terminating with the payment due in 

the month in which the widow attains age 62. 
It is the intent of this option that so far as is practicable the aforesaid life annuity 

and temporary annuity will be determined in such amounts that the widow's total antici
pated retirement benefits from the fund and her survivors benefit from the federal old-age 
and survivors insurance system will be the same both before and after attainment of age 
62. Section 66.908 (2) (d) shall apply to an annuity granted under this subsection. 

(d) The legal 01' natural guardian of a minor beneficiary when the participant or 
annuitant has not specified in a written notice l'eceived by the board prior to his death 
that the death benefit shaH be paid as a life annuity, may, in lieu of a life annuity, elect 
that such beneficiary receive the death benefit in the form of a temporary annuity of $50 
per month beginning' on the day following' the date of death of the participant or an
nuitant and ending with the monthly payment immediately prior to the beneficiary'S 
twenty-first birthday and a· final payment, payable one month after the termination of 
the temporary annuity, of such amount as can be provided from the death benefit, after 
providing for the temporary annuity, on the basis. of the prescribed rate of interest and 
the approved actuarial tables . in effect on the date of approval of such option by the 
board, provided: 

1. The beneficiary, prior to the payment of the final payment, may, if the amount of 
slwh final payment is sufficient to provide an immediate life annuity of at least $10 for the 
beneficiary, elect to~ receive, in lieu of such final payment, an immediate annuity com
mencing on the day following the due date of such final payment. 

2. If the death benefi.t is not sufficient to provide such a temporary amlllity of $50 per 
month, the amount of each such temporary annuity payment . shall be reduced to such 
amount as can be provided frop1 the death benefit, in which event there shall be no final 
payment. 

. 3. A temporary annuity granted under the provisions of this paragraph shall be con
sidered a beneficiary annuity for the purposes of determining the death benefit payable 
under s, 66,908 (2) (d). 

(dd) A participant or annuitant may elect by written. notice to the board that a 
death benefit payable to a minor beneficiary shall be paid pursuant to pal'. (d). 

(e) The annuity gl'anted to a beneficiary who is a minor child entitled to a death bene
fit under s, 66.908 (2) (e) shall terminate at the end of the month in,wmch he attains 
age 21. 

(2) Whenever any death benefit is payable in the form of an annuity, such annuity 
shall begin on the day following the date of death of the participant or annuitant pro
vided the board has received: 

(a) A certified copy of the death certificate of the participant or annuitant, and 
(h) A written application of the beneficiary for such henefit. 
(3) . The amount of any beneficiary annuity shall be that which can be provided from 

the death benefit on the date such annuity begins in accordance with the prescribed rate 
of interest and tIle approved actuarial tables in effect on the date of aPPl'oval of such 
annuity by the board. 

(4) Where the beneficiary is the widow 01' minor child of the participant 01' annuitant, 
if the amount of the death benefit is not sufficient to provide an immediate annuity of 
at least $25 for the beneficiary, the beneficiary may petition the board of trustees to take 
such benefit in the form of a single cash sum. The board of trustees shall, upon receipt 
of such a petition, order such investigation as it deems necessary,and if it finds that 



66.91 MUNICIPAL LAW 1344 

greater economic advantage to the 'beneficiary will result from payment of a single cash 
sum, it, shall order the payment of such .1Jenefit on such basis. 

History: 1961 c. 281, 287. 

66.91- Separation benefits. The -following- described personsshaU be entitled to 
separation benefits at the times hereinafter specified: 

(1) Any participant who is not employed by a.' participating municipality and who at 
the time of application therefor would not be entitled to either a retirement or disability 
annuity beginning immediately. Subsequent employnient by a participating municipality 
prior to' approval of the separation benefit' shall cancel the application. Irrespective of 
the'restrictions provided in this subsection any person not entitled'to a retirement aillmity 
or a disability annuity shall 6 months after he is last a participating 'employe become 
eligible to apply for and receive a separation benefit. 

(2) Such separation bfmefits shall be paid in the form of a single cash sum as soon 
as practicable after receipt by the board Of both a written application by the participant 
for such benefits, and a written notice from the last employing municipality certifying 
that such participant has been separated from the service. The amount of any separation 
benefit shall be thesllln of the accumulated additional credits andllormal credits of the 
participant, but including only such interest ,credited as of the beginning of the year 
in which the date of separation occurs. 

Histc''''J': 1961 c. 281. 

66.911 Boa,rd of trustees., (1) ,This fund shall be construed to be a trust and shall 
be administered by a board of trustees, consisting of ,a maximum of 9 persons; each of 
whom shall be ,designated asa trustee. Each trustee appointed from a city or village shall 
be appointed from a differellt county. Each trustee, appointed from a cOUllty. or town 
shall be appointed from a different county. Each finance trustee, and each employe trus
tee shall be a participating employe. 

(2) The board shall consist of representatives of various groups as • follows : 
(a) One tnlstee'shall be a chief executive or member of tlie governing body of 'il, par

t.icipating city, or village and shall be designated as the city or village trustee. The first 
such appointee shall serve until January 1, 1948. 

(b) One trustee shali be a principal finance officer of a participating city or village 
and shall be designated as the finance trustee. The first such appointee shall serve until 
January 1,1947. . . 

(c) One trustee shall be an employe of a pa1'ticipafing city or village and shall be 
designated as the municipal 'employe trustee. The first such appointee shan sei'Ve until 
January 1, 1946. .' . 

(d) . One trustee shall be the ch'airmilli or member of the governing body of a p'ar" 
ticipating' county or town and shall be designated as the county or town trustee. The first 
such appointee shall sei've until January 1, 1949. 

(e) One trustee shall be a deputy county clerk of a partieipati"ngcou~ty and shall be 
designated as the clerk trustee. The first such appointee shall serve until January 1, 1948. 

(f) , one trustee shall b'e an. enlploye of Ii participating county or town and shall be 
desiglllited' as the COl"lllty employe trustee. The first such appointee shall serVe 11l1til J au-
uary 1, 1947. " '. ' 

'(g) One trustee shall be apadicipating state employe and shall be designated 'as' the 
state employe' h;nstee. The first sllchappointee shall' serve until January 1, 1954. ' 

(11) One trustee shall' be desig'liatec1as the state tru~tee. The first stich appointee 
shall serve until J annary 1, 1955. " ',' .' , , . ' , '. ' 

(i) One trustee shall be the commissioner of insurance who shall serve ex officio,or 
such, experienced actuary in the insurance department as the commissioner shalldesig
nate in' a written c1esignation filed with the boardj which actuary shall be and serve as 
trustee until such designation shall have been revoked by the commissionei·. . 

(3) After the original appointment, the tel'lll of office of each trustee other than the 
commissioner of insurance shaIi begin on January·1 and 'shall continue· for a period of 
5 years and until· a successor has been appointed and qllalifiec1, or until a prior resign a
tion, death, incapacity or disqualification. Any tl'ustee shall be disqualified and .cease to 
be.a member .of the board upon losing the status upon whichhif;l appointment as. a trustee 
was based. Vacancies shall be filled in the original manner for the unexpired term. 

, (;1), Each trustee shall be appointed by the gOyerllor. In the case of the city 01; village 
trustee slwh appointment shall be made frolll.a list of 5 names. for each vacancY submitted 
by the executive committee of the League o~ Wisconshl. Municipalities. , In the case' of 
tjIe county or town trustee the appointment shall be made ~rom a list of 5,namesfor each 
vacancy submitte(lby the executive committee of the 'iViscollsin County Boards' Associ~ 
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ation. Each such list shall be submitted to the governor within 30 days following any 
vacancy 01' the expiration of any term requiring such list. All appointments shall be 
made within 30 days after receipt of any such list or prior to 30 days before the ex
piration of any term of a trustee not requiring such list. Each trustee shall be notified 
in writing of his appointment. 

(5) All trustees shall serve without compensation, but shall be reimbursed for any 
reasonable traveling expenses and for the amount of any earnings withheld by an employ
ing municipality because of attendance at any board meeting. 

(6) Each trustee shall be entitled to one vote on any and all actions before the board 
for considcration at any board mceting', and the concurring votes of a majority of all 
tl18 trustees shall be necessary for every decision or action by the board at any of its meet
ings. No decision or action shall become effective unless presented at a regular or duly 
called special meeting of the board. 

66.912 Powers and duties. (1) The lJoard shall have, in addition to all other powers 
and duties arising out of sections 66.90 to 66.918 not otherwise in this section specifically 
reserved or deleg'ated to others, the following specific powers and duties. The board is 
authorized and directed to: 

(a) Hold not less than 4 regular meetings eacll year and such special meetings as may 
be called by the executive director upon the written request of at least 3 trustees. Notice 
of each meeting shall be mailed to each trustee at lcast 5 days prior to each meeting'. All 
meetings of the board shall be open to the public and shall be held in the offices of the board, 
or in such other place designated in the notice of the meeting. 

(b) Consider and pass on all applications for annuities and benefits, authorize the 
payments of all annuities and benefits and terminate any such payment, all in accordance 
with ss. 66.90 to 66.918. Separation benefits, death benefits, retirement annuities and 
beneficiary annuities may be processed and paid upon the approval of the executive c1irec
tor and the actuary provided that no such annuity shall be continued beyond the date of 
the meeting of the board next following the first payment thereof unlcss the payment of 
the annuity is then authorized by the board. The executive director with the approval of 
the legal advisor may suspend an annuity pending final action by the board when in their 
judgment the annuitant is not eligible to receive such annuity. 

(c) Prepare and approve a lmc1get of operating expenses for each calendar year prior 
to the beginning' of such year. 

(d) Compel witnesses to attend meetings and to testify uljon any necessary matter 
concerning' the fund and allow fees not in excess of the statutory provisions. 

(e) Certify all normal employe and municipality contribution rates and the prescribed 
rate of interest as certified in writing by the actuary and notify all participating munici
palities thereof. 

(ee) Approve the tables to be used for computing annuities and benefits after cer
tification thereof in writing by the actuary. 

(f) Request such information from any participating' employe 01' from any participat
ing municipality as shall be necessary for the proper operation of the fund. 

(g) Determine the length of prior service from such information as is available. Any 
such determination shall be conclusive as to any such period of service unless within 2 
years of the issuance of the first individual statement to any employe the board recon
siders any such case and changes the determination. Notwithstanding the foregoing pro
visions of this paragraph, in any case where the determination of prior service credits 
has been made and such 2 years have expired, the board may change such determination 
provided the municipality certifies that such determination was the result of a purely 
clerical or typographical mistake and produces adequate supporting information. 

(h) Establish an office at the capital city in quarters to be provided by the depart
ment of administration. All books and records of thc fund shall he kept in such office. 

(i) Appoint an executive director for the purpose of managing the office and carrying 
out the technical administrative duties of the fund. 

(j) Appoint an actuary for the purpose of carrying out all the necessary actuarial 
requirements of the fund. 

(k) Employ such additional actuarial, clerical, medical, legal and other employes as 
shall be required for the efficient administration of the fund. 

(1) Determine and fix the compensation to be paid to the executive director, actuary 
and other employes. 

(m) Havc the accounts of this fund audited at least annually by the department of 
state audit. 

(n) Submit an annual statement to the govel'1ling body of each participating munici
pality, and to any participating employe upon request, as soon after the end of each 
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calendar year as possible. Such statement shall include a balance sheet, showing the 
financial and actuarial condition of the fund as of the end of the calendar year, a 
statement of receipts and disbursements during such year, a statement showing changes 
in the assets, liability, reserve and surplus accounts during such year, information as to 
investments, and such additional statistics as are deemed necessary for a proper inter
pretation of the condition of the fund. There shall be available to each participant or 
participating municipality upon written request a detailed statement of investments. 

(0) Submit an individual statement to any participating employe upon l'easonable 
request of such employe. Such statement shall indicate the amount of accumulations of 
each type to the credit of such employe as of the end of the latest date practicable. 

(p) Accept any gift, grant or bequest of any money or property of any kind, for the 
purposes designated by the grantor if such purpose is specified as providing cash benefits 
to some or all of the participating employes or annuitants of this fund; or, if no such 
purposes are designated for the purpose of distribution to all of the participating' employes 
at the end of the year in the same proportion as the interest at the effective date is allocated 
for the year. 

(q) Determine and dil-ect the state of Wisconsin investment board and the state treas
urer as to the limitations on the amounts of cash to be invested in order to maintain such 
cash balances as may be deemed advisable to meet current annuity, benefit and expense 
requirements and the general policy to be followed with respect to investments of the 
fund. 

(1') Keep in convenient form such data as shall be necessary for alll'equired calcula
tions and valuations as specified by the actuary. 

(s) Keep a permanent record of all the proceedings of the board. 
(t) Establish such rules as are deemed necessary or desirable for the efficient admin

istration of the fund and make, amend or repeal rules which shall change the time or 
period within which or by which or for which reports must be made or other acts must 
be performed as specified in ss. 66.903 (2) (e), 66.905 (1) (a), (4), (8), 66.915 (5) 
and 66.917 (1) (a) or elsewhere in the statutes. 

(u) Generally carryon any other reasonable activities which are deemed to be neces
sary to carry out the intent and purpose of this fund in accordance with the provisions of 
ss. 66.90 to 66.918. 

(v) Delegate all technical and administrative duties and such other powers and duties, 
other than those designated in subsections (a), (b), (c), (i), (j), (1) and (q) of the 
powers and duties of the board, as may from time to time be deemed desirable. 

(la) The executive director, upon the certification of the actuary, may correct any 
annuity or benefit if the total amount of any such correction shall not exceed $5 for any 
benefit or monthly annuity. The executive director shall report all such corrections at the 
subsequent meeting of the board. 

(2) The executive director shall be in charge of the technical administration of the 
fund and shall have such additional powers and duties as are properly delegated by the 
boarel. 

(3) The actuary shall be the technical advisor of the board and in addition to general 
advice shall specifically be responsible for, and it shall be his duty: 

(a) To make a general investigation immediately upon the establishment of the fund 
and at least once every 3 years thereafter of the experience of the fund as to mortality, 
disability, retirement, separation, interest and employe earnings rates and to certify as a 
result of each such investigation, the tables to be used for computing annuities and bene
fits and for determining the premiums for disability purposes, and the prescribed rate of 
interest. 

(b) To determine the proper rates of municipality contributions in accordance with 
section 66.905. 

(c) To make an annual valuation of the liabilities and reserves required to pay both 
present and prospective benefits. 

(d) To compute and certify the actuarial figUl'es on the annual financial statements of 
the boarel. 

(e) To certify the amounts of each annuity and benefit granted by the board, and 
(f) Advise the board on any matters of an actuarial nature affecting the soundness of 

the fund 01' requiring any chang(;s for more satisfactory operation. 
(4) The attorney-general of the state of Wisconsin shall be the legal advisor and shall 

prosecute or defend, as the case may be, all actions brought by or against the boarel. 
(5) The state treasurer shall be the treasurer of the fund and shall be responsible for 

the propel' handling' of all the assets of the fund in accordance with the provisions of sec
tions 66.90 to 66.918. The treasurer shall furnish the board a corporate surety bond of such 
amount as the board may designate, which bond shall indemnify the board against any 
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loss which may result from any action or failure to act on the part of such treasurer 01' any 
of his agents. All reasonable charges incidental to the procuring and giving of such bond 
shall be paid by the board. 

History: 1961 c. 281, 633. 

66.913 Investment of assets. (1) The assets of the fund, in excess of the amount 
of cash required for the current operations as determined by the board, shall be invested 
and reinvested as provided by s. 25.17 (3) (a) and (4). 

(2) All securities purchased with assets of the fund or safekeeping receipts therefor 
shall be kept by the state treasurer in boxes or portfolios clearly marked to indicate the 
ownership of such securities and receipts by the fund. 

66.914 Funds. (1) All money received by the board shall immediately be deposited 
with the state treasurer for the account of the fund. All disbursements shall be made only 
upon certification of the executive director pursuant to authorization by the board as 
properly recorded in the official minute books of the meetings of the board, except that 
disbursements for securities purchased and the payment of accrued interest thereon and 
for any other investments shall be made upon certification of the state of Wisconsin in
vestment board. 

(2) All investments and other evidences of title to property of the fund when received 
shall also be deposited with the state treasurer who shall provide adequate safe deposit 
facilities for their preservation and who shall. Lave custody of all the assets of the fund. 

(3) The assets of the fund shall be mingled in one fund, and no particular person ot 
municipality shall have any right in any specific item of cash, investment or other prop
crty other than an undivided interest in the whole as provided by ss. 66.90 to 66.918. 

(4) The fund may refund any money paid in en'or into the fund. To effect such a 
refund the executive director shall certify to the department of administration the name 
of each person or municipality entitled to a refund and the amount thereof. Thereupon, 
and notwithstanding s. 20.555, the department of administration shall draw its warrant 
for the amount and in favor of the 'person or municipality so certified, and the state treas
urer shall pay the same and charge it to the appropriation made by s. 20.890 (71). 

66.915 Obligations of municipalities. (1) For the purposes of determining the 
amounts of the obIigatioils of municipalities, each participating municipality shall be 
charged with the following amounts, as of the dates specified: 

(a) For prior service credits, a prior service obligation of all' amount equal on the 
effective date of participation, to all prior service credits granted to the employes of such 
municipality in accordance with s. 66.904 (1) (a) 1, as of such effective date. 

(b) For current service credits, a current service obligation of an amount equal to all 
municipality credits granted during such year to the employes of such mlmicipaIity, in 
accordance with s. 66.904 (1) (a) 2, as of the end of each year. 

(d) For special c1isability benefits gTanted pursuant to s. 66.90'4 (3) a current service 
obligation will be charged in an alllount equal to the excess of the present value of such 
benefits as of the date the annuity began over the available accumulated credits of the 
employe. 

(2) As each mlmcipaIity contribution becomes due, in accordance with s. 66.905 (1) 
(a) and (5), it shall be' prorated in the same proportion that the amOlmt for each pur
pose under s. 66.905 (2) is of the total of all amounts under such subsection for the cor
respondulg year. The proportions applicable to the prior service obligation and the cur
rent service obligation shall be crec1ited to the corresponding obligation of the participat
ing IDllnicipality from which it is receivable. The proportions of such contributions ap
plicable to disability and expense shall not be credited to the municipality required to make 
such contributions. Contributions made pursuant to s. 66.905 (2) (d) shall be credited to 
the current service obligation of the respective municipa1ities. 

(3) As any payment is received by the fund in accordance with section 66.905 (1) 
(b), it shall be credited to the prior service obligation or the CU1'1'ent service obligation, 
as the case may be, of the municipality from which it is received, as of the date of receipt. 

(4) As a separation benefit or allY other benefit is g'l'antec1 on account of a participant, 
the amounts of the accumulated prior service crec1its and municipality credits in his ac.
count which are not available under ss. 66.906 to 66.91 to provide such lJenefit, shall be 
credited, at the end of the year with interest to the end of the yeal', to the c01'1'esponding 
obligation of the municipality charged when such credits were granted. 

(5) (a) Interest for the year, at the prescribed rate, shall be charged 01' credited 
as the case may be, at the end of each year, on the balances at the beginning of the year 
in the prior service obligation account and in the CU1'1'ent service obligation account. 
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Interest shall be credited at the end of the year on all eontributions for prior service in 
aceordance with s. 66.905 (1) (a) and (5) at the prescribed rate, assuming that all con
tributions were received by the fund on the due date and also assuming' that the contrilm
tion for each month was one-twelfth of the total contribution for prior service for the 
year. Interest shall be cl'edited at the end of the year on all contributions for prior 
service received in accordance with s. 66.905 (1) (b) at the prescribed rate from the 
date of receipt. 

(b) Interest shall' be charged on accounts receivable from any municipality, except 
the state, for both employe and mllllicipality contributions not received by the fund on 
its last working day of the calendar month following the due date at the rate of one-half 
of one pel' cent for each month 01' fraction thereof, from the due date to the date received 
by the fund with a minimulll charge of $3, ancl such interest or minimum charge shall 
be paid forthwith to the fund, and if it is not paid within 60 days after it is payable, it 
shall be collected as provided in s. 66.917 (la). 

(c) Any such interest chargeable on employe and municipality contributions from a 
department, board or commission of the state shall be payable if the monthly pay roll 
report provided for by s. 66.903 (2) (e) is not received by the fund on or before the 
twentieth day of the calendar month following the due date; when any such interest is 
payable the board of tmstees shall certify the amount thereof with an explanation of 
such charge, together with a voucher in payment therefor to the department of admin
istration which shall forthwith approve such voucher and charg'e the same to the appro
priation of the department, board or commission which failed to submit its pay roll 
report to the board of trustees on time. The state treasurer shall forthwith issue his 
check 01' checks therefor to the Wisconsin retirement flllld. 

(6) At the end of each year after the prior service obligation of any municil)ality, 
with allowance for anticipated employe separations, is completely amortized, any out
standing obligation of or credit to such municipality on account of prior service credits 
shall be added to the current service obligation of such municipality. 

(7) Separate accollllts shall be maintained for each participating employe and for 
each municipality. Transactions affecting the employes of any municipality shall not 
affect the accounts of any other municipality. 

(8) Whenever any sum which is due to the fund from any participant cannot be re
covered from such participant, the last part.icipating municipality by which the partici
pant was employed shall be charged with said sum if such sum became due as the result 
of incol'l'ect or incomplete reporting by such paTticipating municipality. 

History. 1961 c. 281. 

66.916 Surpluses and reserves. (1) The surpluses arising out of the operations of 
this flllld shan be classified and determined as follows: 

(a) The annuity payment surplus shall be determined as of the end of each year as 
the amount by which the reserve for annuities previously granted exceeds the actuarially 
determined liability 11'ith respect to such annuities. Whenever such surplus exceeds 25 
per cent or there is a deficiency exceeding 15 per cent of such reserve, the tables used 
for the determination of annuities shall be revised in such manner as the board deems 
appropl'iate. 

(b) The disability benefit S1ll1)lus shall be determined as of the end of each year as the 
amount by which 1. accumulated contributions applicable to disability benefits, of an 
municipalities for all prior years and the cUl'l'ent yea.r, exceeels 2. the amounts required to 
provide, when added to the available accumulated crec1its of. the employes, the present 
value of all benefits to participating' employes granteel disability annuities as of the date 
of commencement of such c1isability annuities. Whenever the disability benefit Sll11)lus or 
deficiency exceeds 100 per cent of the average annual requirements unc1er 2. chu'ing the 3 
preceding calenc1ar years, the contribution rates for disability benefits shall be revisec1 in 
such manner as the boarc1 deems necessary to reduce such surplus or deficiency. 

(c) The expense surplus shall be determinec1 as of the enc1 of each year as the amOllllt 
by which 1. accumulatec1 contributions for expense pUl1)oses of all municipalities for all 
prior years and the current year, exceeds 2. the amollllts requirec1 to pay the expenses of 
the fund. The expense surplus or c1eficiency shall he considered in the determination of 
municipality contribution rates for expense purposes as provided in s. 66.905 (2) (e). 

(2) Reserves shall be established for the pUl1)oses and in the manner described below: 
(a) A reserve for annuities g1.'anted equal to the present value as of the date of com~ 

mencement of all retirement, disability and beneficiary annuities previously g1.'antef1; plus 
inteTest on the mean amount of snch reserve during each calendar yem:, computed at the 
prescribed rate 01' the effective rate, whichever is gTeater; reduced by the aggregate amount 
of annuity payments and death benefits paid with respect to such annuities; and reducec1 
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by the present value at the date of termination of all annuities terminated in accordance 
with s. 66.906 (4) (a) or 66.907 (2) (e). 

(b) A reserve for investment losses shall be established in such amounts as the board 
from time to time determines from the interest income and profits on investments. For 
purposes of determining the interest income in any year, investments shall be carried at 
a book value such that the yield to maturity will remain uniform. No adjustments in the 
book value of investments shall be made on account of fluctuations in current market 
prices. 

(c) The board may transfer the balance in the death surplus account which was elimi
nated by chapter 55, laws of 1955, to any fund account now existing or hereafter created. 
The board may create such reserves as it deems advisable. 

(3) All investment expenses shall be charged to income resulting from interest and 
profits on investments. 

History: 1961 c. 281. 

66.917 Authorizations. (1) Each participating municipality shall be: 
(a) AuthOTized and directed to deduct all normal and additional contributions from 

each payment of earnings payable to each participating employe who is entitled to any 
earnings from the municipality. All such contributions sh£1ll be due and be deposited in 
the office of the board not later than the end of the month in wllich the earnings are paid. 

(b) Authorized and directed to pay to the board concurrently with each remittance 
of employe contributions deducted from earnings, the corresponding municipality con
tribution out of the general fund or any special fund from which the earnings were 
paid, except as provided in s. 66.905 (8). 

(la) "Whenever any participating municipality shall fail to pay to the board any of 
t.he amounts specified in sub. (1), the board may authorize the executive director to cer
tify such amount 01' the estimated alllount thereof to the department of administration 
which shall withhold such amount or estinlated amount from t.he next apportionment 01' 

a,pportionments of state aids or taxes of any kind payable to such participating munici
pality al1Cl shall pay the amount so withheld to the fund. When the exact amount due is 
determined and the fund shall have received a sum in excess of such amount the fund 
shall pay such excess amount to the participating municipality from whose aid such 
excess was withheld. 

(lb) If any participating' municipality shall fail to transmit to the fund any report 
which it is required to submit thereto by law or by any rule or regulation established pur
suant thereto for 30 days after the date when such report is due, the executive director 
shall cause such report to he prepared and furnished to the fund. Thereupon the fund 
shall submit to said participating municipality a statement of the expenses incurred in 
seclU'ing' such report, including the value of the personal services rendered in the prepa
ration of the same .. Duplicates of such statement shan he filed in the office of the depart
ment of administration. Within 60 days after the receipt of the above statement by the 
palticipating municipality such statement shall be audited as other claims against the 
municipality are audited and shall be paid into the state treasury and credited to the ap
propriation made by s. 20.890 (71). In default of payment by the partcipating munici
pality, the amount specified in the aforesaid statement shall become a special charge 
against the participating' municipality and shall be included in the next certification of 
state taxes and ehm'ges and shall be collected, with interest at the rate of 10 pel' cent per 
annum from the date such statement was submitted to the participating municipality, as 
other charges aTe certified and collected, and when so collected such alllount and said in
terest shan he credited to the appropriation made by s. 20.890 (71). 

(2) Each participating employe shall, by virtue of the payment of any contributioiis 
to this fund, receive a vested interest in the annuities and benefits provided in ss. 66.90 
to 66.918 and each such employe in cOllSideration of such vested interest in this fund shall 
be deemed to have agreed and authorized the deduction of all contributions payable to 
this fund in accordance with ss. 66.90 to 66.918 from the payments of earnings by the 
employing' municipality. 

(3) Payment of earnings less the amounts of contributions provided in ss. 66.90 to 
66.918 shall be a full and complete discharge of all claims for payment for services ren
dered by any employe during' the period covered by any such payment. 

History: 1961 c. 281. 

66.918 Assignments. (1) (a) None of the moneys mentioned in ss. 66.90 to 66.918 
shall be assignable, either in law 01' equity, or be subject to execution, levy, attachment, 
garnishment or other leg'al process. An annuitant may, however, direct the fUlid to 
deduct premiums for group insurance carried under s. 66.919 and to pay such moneys 
into the general fund to the credit of s. 20.408 (41). 
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(b) The board may retain out of any annuity or benefit such amount as the board 
in its discretion may determine, for the purpose of reimbursing the fund for any money 
paid to any annuitant, beneficiary or participant through misrepresentation, fraud or 
error. Upon the request of the board any municipality shall withhold from any sum pay
able hy suchinuhicilJalitytbttnalllmitant, beneficim'y orpm'ticipant and-remit to the 
board any amount which the board paid to such annuitant, beneficiary or participant 
through misrepresentation, fraud or error. 

(2) In all cases jn which any amounts become payable to a minor or to a person ad
judged insane or mentally incompetent, the board in its discretion may waive guardian
ship proceedings, and pay such amounts to the person providing for, or caring for, such 
minor, 01' to the wife, parent 01' blood relative providing for, 01' caring for, such insane 
or incompetent person. 

(3) Any action, decision or determination of the board shall be reviewable only by 
a writ of certiorari, and any party to such certiorari proceedings shall have the right of 
appeal from the decision of the reviewing court. 

(4) The board and the fund shall be held free from any liability for any money re
tained or paid in accordance with the provisions of this section and the employe shall be 
assumed to have assented and agreed to any such disposition of money due. 

(5) Whenever any annuitant shall receive any annuity payment while in the service 
of any municipality contrary to the provisions of s. 66.906 (4) or 66.907 (2) (f), it shall 
be the duty of such municipality to withhold and remit to the board a sum equal to the 
annuity paid erroneously to the extent of any sums payable by such municipality, and 
any amount not recovered by the fund from the municipality may be procured by the 
fund plU'suant tos. 66.918 (1) (b) or by action brought against such annuitant or his 
estate. 

(6) Any person entitled to an annuity may decline to accept all 01' any part of such 
annuity by a waiver signed and filed with the board which irrevocably abandons all 
claims 01' rights to the sums waived as of a specified date. Such waiver may be revoked 
in writing filed with the board at any time, to be effective as of the beginning of the 
month following the receipt by the board, but such revocation of the w'aiver shall not 
reinstate any right to the sums waived. 

66.919 Group insurance board. (1) PURPOSE. A program of group life and health 
inslU'ance is created for the purpose of providing state employes with group life insur
ance in amounts based upon their annual earnings and group health insurance for em
ployes and their dependents under a plan or plans contributed to and conducted by the 
state through a group insurance board thereby improving' morale and efficiency in state 
service. 

(2) COllIPOSITION AND ORGANIZATION. The group insurance board shall consist of 
the governor or his designated representative, the attorney general or his desigl1ated 
representative, the commissioner of insurance, the director of personnel and 3 members 
appointed by the governor. One of the appointees shall be an insured member of the 
Wisconsin state employe's association, and one shall be an insured state-employed mem
ber of the state teachers retirement system. The fu'st appointments shall expire on July 
1, 1959, after which date appointments shall be made for terms of 2 years each. The 
governor shall be the president of said board and a secretary shall be chosen by the 
board. 

(3) POWERS AND DUTIES. (a) The board is empowered to take any action deemed 
advisable and not specifically prohibited, 01' delegated to some other governmental agency, 
to carry out the purpose of this section, including, without limitation because of enumera
tion, rules and actions relating to: 

1. Eligibility of active and retired employes to participate, and giving an option not 
to participate and to, withdraw. 

2. The payments by employes for such insurance. 
3. The time that changes in coverage and pay.ments shall take effect. 
4. The terms and conditions of the insurance contract 01' contracts. 
5. The elate such program shall be effective. 
6. The establishment of standard beneficiary priorities if the employe has not 

desig'nated a beneficiary to receive the life insurance at his death, or in the event that 
such designated beneficiary does not survive the employe, and the procedure for filing' 
different beneficiary designations. 

7. The kind, amount, and conditions pertaining to benefits available to employes as a 
result of dividends or premium refunds. 

8. The time that coverage shall be effective. 
(b) The board shall on behalf of the state enter into a contract or contracts with one 
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01' more corporations authorized to transact insurance business in this state or corpora,
t.ions created under ch. 148 01' s. 182.032. The group life and health insurance contract 01' 
contracts may be of the type which requires payment of premiums which are known to 
be sufficient to pay losses, costs, benefits and expenses incurred in its operation and which 
may permit dividends 01' premium credits to be applied as provided in s. 20.408 (42) (b), 
or of a type which requires lower initial premiums 1yith the probability of greatly re
duced or nonexistent dividends 01' rate credits. 

(4) DEFINITIONS. As used in tIns section, exccpt where the context clearly indicates 
otherwise, the following' words and phrases shall have the following- meanings respectively: 

(a.) "Employe" means any person who meets all of the following conditions: 
1. Whose name appears on a regular pay roll of the state or any board, commission 01' 

other unit controlled by the state, and who: 
a,. Receives earnings for personal services. 
b. Is occupying a state position under the Wisconsin retirement fund, the state teach

ers' retirement system or the conservation warden pension fund and is currently included 
under such retirement plan in such position 01' is a member 01' employe of the legislature, 
governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, state treasurer, attorney general, state 
superintendent of public instruction, justices of the supreme court, circuit judge, chief 
clerk 01' sergeant at arms of the senate 01' assembly. Persons occupying a state position 
under the state teachers' retirement system shall not qualify until membership there
under aggregates 6 months, unless previously a participating employe under the Wis
consin retirement fund. 

2. The definition of employe shall not exclude any individual who, while insured for 
'the group life 01' health insurance, is retired on an immediate annuity, or is retired on a 
disability annuity. In the case of group life insurance, howeve1', except in case of dis
ability annuity, such retired employe shall have been a state employe for at least 20 years 
or have attained age 65, or have attained age 60 and been mandatorily retired pursuant 
to s. 66.906 (1) (c). 

a. For the purposes of this section the term retired employe shall include the surviv
ing spouse of an employe who is currently covered by health insurance at the time of 
death of the employe, and the spouse shall have the same right of health insurance cov
erage as thc deceased employe but without state contribution, under rules adopted by the 
board, but such inclusion and right as to a widow shall terminate upon her remarriage. 

b. For the purposes of this section the term retired employe Bhall include the surviv
ing spouse of a retired employe who is currently covered by health insurance at the time 
of death, and the spouse shall llave the same right of health insurance coverage as the 
deceasedretireel employe but without state contribution, uuder rules adopted by the boarel. 

3. No statutory provision shall be constl'Ued to exclude any person otherwise eligible 
under this section because such employe is not a full-time civil service employe. 

4. Subsequent to the effective date of particpation by the state 01' any municipality 
no person shall be included who is initially eligible lmder this section after attaining 
age 65. 

(c) "Immediate annuity" means an annuity 01' pension under the Wisconsin retire
ment fund 01' the state teachers retirement system 01' the conservation warden pension 
fund which begins to accrue not later than one month after termination of employment. 

(d) "Disability annuity" means the same as prescribed in s. 23.14 (7), 42.242 (4), 
42.49 (9),66.19101' 66.907. 

(e) "Earnings" means the total salary 01' wages paid to an employe by the state 
during the previous calendar year. If employment a.nd compensation are not. continuous 
during such period, the earnings shall be determined by rule. For persons covered initi
ally the earnings shall be a projection on an annual basis of the compensation at the time 
of coverage, which shall continue until there is coverage chu-ing a calendar year. 

(f) "Director" means the executive director of the Wisconsin retirement fund. 
(g) "Board" means group insm'ance boarcl. 
(h) "Dependent" means the spouse of an employe, or an employe's unmarried child 

under 19 years of age if not a student, or under 23 years if a student as defined by board 
rule. "Child" includes an adopted cllild 01' stepchild who is dependent upon the insured 
for support and maintenance. 

(5) GROUP INSURANOE PROVIDED. (a) Each employe sllall 1)e insured in accordance 
with this section, unless such employe executes and files with his employing office a written 
waiver of any such COVel' age, within the time limit fixed by rule, which shall be trans
mitted forthwith to the directol', 01' the board may provide a different method of enroll
ment. 

(b) Any employe who has filed a waiver pursuant to pal'. (a), or any employe whose 
insurance terminates pursuant to sub. (11) (a) by reason of filing such a waiver, shall 
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not thereafter become insured unless prior to his attainment of age 50 and after at least 
one year has elapsed since the effective clate of such waiver, he furnishes evidence of in
surability satisfactory to the insurer, at his own expense. If such evidence is approved, 
such employe shall become insurecl from the date of such approval. 

(6) A~i(lUNT OF LIFE INSURANCE.-( a ) Except aspf'ovidedlllpar; (b), the amount of 
group life insurance of an employe shall be $1,000 of insurance for each $1,000 or part 
thereof of his earnings, but not in excess of any limitation of amount that may otherwise 
be provided by law. 

(b) The amount of life insurance for any employe who is 65 years of age or over is 
the lesser of the following: 

1. If he is then insured, the amount of insurance at the age of 65 as computed under 
par. (a) reduced by 25 pel' cent of said amount for each year commencing with his sixty
fifth birthday, with a maximum reduction of 75 pel' cent. 

2. If he is 65 years of age 01' over when he first becomes insured, the amount as com
puted under par. (a) reduced by 25 pel' cent of said amount for each year commencing 
with his sixty-fifth birthday, with a maximum reduction of 75 per cent. 

( c) The amount of life insurance of an employe who prior to age 65 retires on im
mediate annuity who has been a state employe for not less than 20 years 01' who has 
attained age 65 or has attained age 60 and been mandatorily retired pursuant to s. 66.906 
(1) (c) shall be the same as if he had not retired and his earnings had continued as at 
the time of his retirement. 

(cc) The amount of insurance specified under par. (c) shall not be chang'ed because 
such person again becomes an employe, but while so re-employed the person shall pay 
premiums pursuant to sub. (8) for such insurance which shall be in lieu of any other 
insurance provided hereunder. 

(d) The amount of insurance of an employe who retires on disability annuity shall be 
the same as if he had not retired and his earnings had continued as at the time of his 
retirement. 

(dd) During' a period of disability in which premiums are waived under the terms of 
the insurance contract the amount of inslU'ance shall be the same as if he had not become 
disabled and his earnings had continued at the amount thereof at the time of becoming 
disabled, and the contract may provide that such insurance continues during the continu
ance of such disability even if the person ceases to be an employe. 

(7) HEALTH INSURANCE DEFINED; CONTRACTS. (a) As used in this section, "health 
insurance" means contractual arrangements with one or more third parties for the full 
01' partial payment, which may include indemnity 01' service benefits or both, of the 
financial expense incurred as a result of the injury 01' illness of an insured state employe 
01' insured annuitant or of an insured dependent of such person. Such expense may in
clude hospitalization, surg'ery and medical care, as well as ancillary items or services. 
Contracts for payment of the fOl'egoing, plus other related benefits which may be negoti
ated by the board, shall be made with cOl'porations licensed to transact disability insur
ance under s. 201.04 (4), or with corporations organized under and whose contracts are 

~ issued in accordance with s. 148.03 or 182.032, 
(b) The board by rule shall determine the possible coverage when there is or has been 

state employment hy more than one member of a family. 
( c) The board shall provide a plan or plans of standard health insurance coverage and 

may provide, und~r the contract or contracts, other coverages optional with each eligible 
employe and at h1S expense. 

(8) PAYMENT' OF PREMlUM~ FOR LIFE INSURANCE. (a) There shall be withheld from 
the earning's payment of each lllsured employe under the age of 65 and from retirement 
benefits paid to annuitants under age 65 pursuant to par. (cc) the sum approved by the 
board, which shall not exceed 60 cents for each $1,000 of his group life insurance under 
this section, based upon the last amount of insurance in force during the month for which 
such eaJ:nings are paid. The equivalent premium may be fixed by the board if the annual 
compensation is paid in other than 12 monthly instalments. Such withholdings shall be 
remitted to the c1irector by the respective boards, departments or other units in which 
such employes are employed and by the respective retirement systems for insured annui
tants, in the manner and within the time limit fixed by rule. All money received by the 
director pursnant to this section shall be deposited with the state treasurer to the credit 
of s. 20.408 (41). 

(b) Beginning' with the month in which an insnred employe reaches his sixty-fifth 
hirthday, no withholdings from his earning's shall be made under this subsection. With
holc1ings shall not be made from the earnings of an insured employe dlU'ing a period of 
disability in which premiums al'e waived under the terms of the insurance contract. 

(c) Beginning' with the month in which an insured employe has attained age 65 and 
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either is retired on an immediate annuity, or has 10 years' service pursuant to sub. (12a), 
or an insured employe is retired on a disability annuity, no further withholdings from 
his earnings or retirement benefits shall be made under this subsection and the cost of 
life insurance for such employe pmsuant to sub. (6) shall be paid by the state, but the 
state shall not pay for any month prior to attaining age 65 for which a disability annuity 
is suspended or terminated. The disability annuitant shall make contributions for any 
month for which earnings are paid by the state. 

(cc) Except as provided under par. (c) any insUl'ed employe who is retired on an 
immediate annuity and who has been a state employe for not less than 20 years or who 
is age 60 and is mandatorily retired pmsuant to s. 66.906 (1) (c) shall continue to be 
covered only if he directs the deductions authorized by s. 23.14 (12),42.52 or 66.918 (1) 
(a) (if the annuity is sufficient) or makes direct payments to the insurer to continue 
insurance coverage. 

(d) The state shall contribute toward the payment of premiums under this subsec
tion an amount, which together with the employe's contribution, will equal the gross 
monthly premium for such employe's insurance. Any contribution which may be required 
from the state shall be made in: accordance with s. 20.550 (32). 

(e) The full amount of the premium shall be remitted to the insurance carrier or 
carriers substantially in accordance with s. 20.939. 

(9) PAY.MEN'l' OF PRE~IIUMS FOR HEALTH INSURANCE. (a) There shall be withheld 
from the earnings payment of each insured employe and from the retirement benefit 
of each inslU'ed retired employe (if the annuity is sufficient) the amounts of premium 
and at the time fixed by the board. Such withholdings shall be remitted by the respec
tive boards, departments or other units in which such employes are employed, and by 
the respective retirement systems from which insured annuitants are paid, in the man
ner and within the time limit fixed by rule. 

(b) The state shall contribute toward the payment of premiums for health insurance 
lmder this subsection an amount equal to 50 pel' cent of the gross premium for any 
insured employe, who is not an annuitant or who is not a retired employe qualifying for 
continued insurance coverage under the provisions of s. 66.919 (12a), and his dependents 
for the standard health insurance coverage determined by the board, but not in excess of 
$6 per month. State contributions shall be made in accordance with s. 20.550 (32). 

(c) An eligible employe under sub. (12) may provide for the continuance of his 
health insurance after retirement hy authorizing the deduction of the full premium 
therefor from annuity payments. The board shall provide for the direct payment of 
premiums by the annuitant to the inSlU'er if the premium to be withheld exceeds the 
annuity payment. 

(10) PRE~IIUl\I DEDUOTIONS. For the insurance premium withholding purposes of 
this section all insured state em1)10ye on more than one state paYToll or paid from more 
than onc appropriation shall have premium deductions made only under that agency or 
appropriation from which he receives the grcater portion of his earnings. For plll'pOSeS 
of state contributions s. 20.903 shall be applicable. 

(11) CANCELLATION AND TERMINATION OF LIFE OR HEALTH INSURANOE. (a) An 
insured employe may at any time cancel his life or health insurance by filing a waiver 
of such coverage with his employing office; similarly an insured retired employe may at 
any time cancel his life or health insUl'ance by filing a waiver of such coverage with the 
office of his retirement system. Such waiver shall be transmitted forthwith to the director. 
Such waiver shall be effective and such insurance shall cease at the end of the calendar 
month which begins after the waiver is received by such office. 

(b) The life and health inSUl'llnCe shall terminate as provided in the contract or con
tracts therefor, which contract or contracts shall also provide an option for an employe 
to convert insurance coverage upon termination of employment if covered by such insur
ance during the entire 6 months precec1ing termination. 

(d) The board may provide for the continuance or suspension of insurance coverage 
during any month in which no earnings are received alld during any leave of absence or 
period of disability as defined by the board. 

(12) RETIRED EilIPLOYES. To be eligible for continuance of insurance as a Tetired 
employe, an insured employe must (a) be entitled to a disability annuity 01' (b) be 
entitled to an immediate annuity and must meet aU requil'ements for annuity includulg 
filing' of application wherc necessary whether or not final administrative action has been 
taken. In the case of group life insurance, however, except in case of disability annuity, 
such retired employe shall have been a state employe for at least 20 years, or have 
attained age 65, or have attained age 60 and been mandatorily retired pursuant to s. 
66.906 (1) (c). 



66.919 MUNICIP AL LAW 1354 

(12a ) WAIVER OF IMMEDIATE ANNUITY. The requirement for an immediate annuity 
shall be waived for any person attaining age 65 who has an aggregate of 10 year's service 
as specified in sub. (4) (a) 1. h. This shall also be in effect with respect to group life 
insurance for all persons who are annuitants on December 1, 1961, and who were insured 
under the group life insurance program at the -time of retirement. 

(13) ADMINISTRATION. The group insurance provided under this section shall be ad
ministered by the director in confol'mity with the rules prescribed by the board. 

(14) EXTENSION OF COVERAGE. The board may by rule provide that persons who are 
otherwise eligible and who retire during the calendar year 1959 01' subsequently may be 
eligible. 

(15) MUNICIPAL EMPLOYES. (a) The board shall make the group life insurance pro
vided pursuant to this section available to any municipality as defined in s. 66.901 (2) for 
the purpose of providing the employes thereof with group life insurance in amounts based 
upon their annual earnings under a plan contributed to by such municipality, thereby 
improving morale and efficiency in the public service. The board shall have the option 
of providing such insurance under a separate contract. Any company authorized to sell 
life insurance in the state may provide such insurance. 

(am) The board may by rule extend the coverage of group life insurance to municipal 
employes who are participants in a pension or retirement plan underwritten by a private 
insurance company. 

(b) All provisions of this section pertaining to the state and to state employes with 
respect to group life insurance shall be applicable to such municipalities as act to be 
included hereunder and to the employes thereof. Service for the state and for each 
municipality shall be treated independently, including the 20-year requirements in sub. 
(12), except that an aggregate of such service under the state teachers' retirement sys
tem shall meet the requirement and except that service for a predecessOl' municipality 
shall be treated as service for the participating municipality. 

( c) The governing body of any municipality may elect to provide group life insur
ance pursuant to this section for the employes thereof by the adoption of a resolution in 
the form prescribed by the board. A certified copy of such resolution shall be filed with 
the director and if received on 01' before November 15 in any year shall be effective as 
of the beginning of the ensuing calendar year. 

(cc) Whenever any school district is created, the territory of which includes more 
than one-half of the last assessed valuation of either a school district which was a muni
cipality included under this section at the time of such creation or a city which at the 
time of such creation was a mlUlicipality included under this section in which the schools 
operated under the city school plan, then in either case the school district so created shall 
automatically be included under this section from its inception in accordance with rules 
adopted by the board. 

(d) The definition of "employe" shaH include: 
1. The personnel of any participating municipality as defined in s. 66.901 (3) who 

meets the requirements of sub. (4) other than state employment, or who are included 
under a retirement plan pursuant to s. 61.65 or 62.13 (9) or (10). 

2. In cities of the first class and counties having a population of 500,000 01' more any 
person included under a retirement system for such city 01' county whose current employ
ment 01' official status has continued for 6 months. 

(e) Each municipality shall pay the employer cost for its personnel pursuant to sub. 
(8) (d). The board shall determine the method of aclminisiralion including the procedure 
for the collection of premiums and municipality costs. The board shall provide for pooling 
the employer costs which shaH be determined separately for all employes covered under 
this subsection. 

(f) A resolution adopted pursuant to pal'. (c) shall be. in effect only if the board de~ 
termines that 75 pel' cent of the eligible personnel in that municipality shall be covered 
at the time such resolution is effective. If a resolution is nullified by insufficient participa
tion another resolution may be submitted after a lapse of 6 months from the previous 
filing. 

(g) The terms "immediate annuity" and "disability annuity" shall also include any 
such annuity provided lmder a retirement system in that Illlmicipality as determined by 
the board. 

(h) TIle go,erning body of any municipality may repeal any resolution enacted pur
suant to pal'. (c), to be effective at the end of the calendar yea.r if such rescinding resolu
tion is received by the board 90 days plioI' to the end of the calendar year, otherwise at 
the end of the next calendar yeaJ.'. 

(i) If any covered cmploye enters the employment of a different municipality pro
viding insurance hereunder, 01' of the state, and there is no gap between employments, then 
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coverage shall be continuous and sub. (11) (b) pertaining to conversion of insurance shall 
not be applicable except if a waiver is filed. 

(16) PAYMENTS EXEMPT FROM PROCESS. No payment of insurance provided under 
this section shall be assignable, either in law or equity, 01' be subject to cxecution, levy, 
attachment, garnishment or other legal process. 

(20) LOOAL HEALTH INSURANOE. (a) The board shall make the group health insur
ance provided pursuant to this section availahle to any municipality as defined in s. 
66.901 (2). The board shall have the option of providing such insurance under a sepa
rate contract. 

(b) All provisions of this section pertaining to the state and to state employes with 
respect to group health insurance shall be applicable to such municipalities as act to be 
included hereunder and to the employes thereof. 

( c) The governing' body of any municipality may elect to provide group health insur
ance pursuant to this section for the employes thereof by the adoption of a resolution 
in the forlll prescribed by the board. A certified copy of such resolution shall be filed 
with the director and if received on 01' befOl'e November 15 in any year shall be effective 
as of the beginning of the ensuing calendar year. 

(d) The definition of "employe" includes: 
1. The personnel of any participating municipality as defined in s. 66.901 (3) who 

meet the requirements of sub. (4) other than state employment, 01' who are included under 
a retirement plan pursuant to s. 61.65 01' 62.13 (9) or (10). 

2. In cities of the first class and counties having a population of 500,000 01' more any 
person included under a retirement system for such city 01' county whose current employ
ment or official status has continued for 6 months. 

(e) Eaeh municipality may pay any part of the cost for its personnel. The board 
shall determine the method of administration including the procedure for the collection 
of premiums and municipality costs. The board shall provide for pooling the employer 
costs which shall be determined separately for all employes covered under this subsection. 

(f) A resolution adopted pursuant to pal'. (c) shall be in effect only if the board 
determines that 75 pel' cent of the eligible personnel in that municipality shall be cov
ered at the time such resolution is effective. If a resolution is nullified by insufficient 
participation, another resolution may be submitted after a lapse of 6 months from the 
previous filing. 

(g) The terms "immediate annuity" and "disability annuity" shall also include any 
such annuity provided under a retirement system in that municipality as determined by 
the board. 

(h) The governing body of any municipality may repeal any resolution enacted pur
suant to pal'. (c), to be effective at the end of the calendar year if such rescinding reso
lution is received by the board 90 days prior to the end of the calendar year, otherwise at 
the end of the next calendar year. 

(25) CER'L'IFIOATION OF AMOUNT. (a) Whenever any municipality fails to remit 
within the period fixed by rules promulgated by the board any sum payable pursuant to 
this section 01' any interest 01' minimulll fee due under the rules the director shall certify 
such amount 01' the estimated amOlUlt thereof to the director of finance and such shall 
be included in the next apportionment of state special charges to local units of govern
ment and such shall be credited to the board. When the exact amount due is determined 
and the board has received from any municipality a SUln in excess of such amount, ~he 
board shall pay such excess amount to the municipality. 

(b) If any lllunicipality fails to transmit any report required by this section or by 
rule established pursuant thereto within 30 days after the date prescribed therefor, the 
director shall cause such report to be prepared and furnished. Thereupon the director 
shall submit to said municipality a statement of the expenses incurred in securing such 
report, including the value of the personal services rendered in the preparation of the 
same, and shall file a certified copy of such statement in the office of the director of 
finance. Within 60 days after the receipt of the above statement by the lllunicipality 
such statement shall be audited as other claims against the municipality are audited· and 
shall be paid into the state treasury and credited to the appropriation made by s. 20.408 
(1). In default of payment by the municipality, the amount specified in the aforesaid 
statement shall become a special charge against the municipality and shall be included 
in the next apportionment of state special charges and shall be collected, with interest at 
the rate of 10 per cent per annum from the date such statement was submitted to the 
municipality, as other charges are certified and collected, and when so collected such 
amount and said interest shall be credited to the appropriation made by s. 20.408 (1). 

History: 1961 c. 112, 135, 191 s. 109; 1961 c. 275, 320, 405, 461, 621, 630. 
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66.92 Housing for veterans; authority to promote; state co-operation. (1) Any 
county, city, village or town or ag'ency thereof may appropriate money, grant the use of 
land, buildings or property owned or leased by it, or take such other action as may be 
deemed advisable or necessary to promote and provide housing for vet.erans and service
men. 

(2) In the event that an agency created or designated by a county or municipality to 
administer anything authorized under this section is unable to secure satisfactory and 
accept.able bid or bids the agency may nevertheless negotiate necessary contracts author
ized by the sponsoring county or municipality subject to the approval of the county or 
municipality, 

(3) The state department of veterans' affairs shall furnish any county, city, village, 
town or agency thereof with information and assistance to facilitate housing for veterans 
and servicemen and said department shall call upon the director of the planning function 
in the department of resource development for assistance in carrying out the pU11)ose of 
this subsection, He shall furnish such assistance when requested and the salaries and 
expenses therefor shall be paid out of the appropriation for the state department of 
veterans' affairs, 

66.93 Sites for veterans' memorial halls. Any city, town 01' village may donate to 
any organization specified in section 70,11 (9) land upon which is to be erected a me
morial hall to contain the memorial tablet specified in said section, 

66,94 Metropolitan transit authority. (1) DEFINITIONS, The following terms 
w'hen used in -this section, unless a different meaning clearly appears from the context, 
shall have the following meanings: 

(a) "Authority" means any metropolitan transit authority established pursuant to 
this section, 

(b) "Board" means the metropolitan transit board, 
(c) "Transportation system" means all land, shops, structures, equipment, property, 

franchises and rights of whatever nature required for transportation of passengers for 
hire, freight and express, except all transportation facilities extending beyond the bound
aries of the metropolitan district, and except all express and freight opemtions not oper
ated in comhination with transportation of passengers, including, however, without limi
tation, street railways, elevated railroads, subways, unc1ergrol1l1drailroads, motor vehicles, 
trackless trolley busses, motor busses, and any combination thereof, or any other form of 
mass transportation operation. 

(d) "Metropolitan district" or "district" embraces all the territory in any county 
having a population of 500,000 or more and in those cities, villages and towns located 
in counties immediately adjactllt thereto having a population of less. than 500,000, 
through or into which a transpOl'tation system extel1l1s from such county. 

(e) "Bonds" shall mean any bonds, interim certificates, certificates of indebtedness, 
equipment obligations, notes, debentures or other obligations of the authority, issued 
pursuant to this section. 

(f) "Trust indenture" shall include instruments pledging the revenues of real or 
personal properties. 

(g) "Contract" shall mean any agreement of the authority whether contained in a 
resolution, trust indentul'e, lease, bond or other insLl'lunent. 

(h) "Heal property" shall include lands, lands under water, structures, and any and 
all easements, franchises and incorporeal hereditaments, and every estate and right 
therein" legal and equitable, including terms for years and liens by way of judgments, 
;mortgages or otherwise. 
. (i) "Obligee of the authority" or "obligee" shall include any hondholder, trustee 
pI' trustees for any bon~1holders, any lessor, demising' property to the authority used in 
,connection with the function of the transit board, 01' any assignee or assignees of such 
lessor's interest, or any part thereof, and the United States of America when it is a party 
to any contract with the authority. 
. (j) "~ilwicipalities" means cities, villages and towns. 

(2) CREATION OF THE AUTHORITY. There is hereby created in each county having a 
population of 500,000 or more a political subdivision, body politic and corporate of the 
state,llnder the name of "Metropolitan Transit Authority" which shall exercise the 
powers conferred by this section within the metropolitan district of which such county 
is apa'l.'t. 

(3') ORIGINAL EXERCISE OF POWERS. The authority shall not exercise any of the 
powers hereby granted until both of the following have occUlTed: 

(a) This section is adopted by the electors of one or more cities, villages and towns 
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baving a population in the aggregate of more than 100,000 within the metropolitan dis
trict; and 

(b) TIle legislative body of the municipality in such district then having more than 
50 per cent of public transportation routes, computed upon a mileage basis, enacts an 
ordinance that accepts the authority for such municipality and designates the date when 
such authority shall commence to exercise its powers granted under this section. Repeal 
of that ordinance, subsequent to the exercise by the authority of such powers, shall not 
affect the continuation of the authority's operations 01' the exercise of its powers. 

(4) MANNER OF ADOPTION. This section may be adopted by any city, village or town 
within the metropolitan district in the following manner: The governing body of any 
municipality, by ordinance passed at least 30 days prior to submission of the question, 
may direct that the question of the adoption of this section be submitted to the electors 
therein at any general, special, judicial or local election. The clerk of such municipality 
or the election commission of any city of the first class shall thereupon submit the question 
to popular vote. Public notice of the election shall be given in the same manner as in case 
of a reg'ular municipal election except that such notice shall be published or posted at 
least 20 days prior to the election. If a majority of those voting on the question vote in 
the affil'mative thereon, this section shall be adopted in such municipality. The proposi
tion on the ballot to be used at such election shall be in substantially the following form: 

Shall section 66.94 of the Wisconsin statutes which creates a metropolitan transit 
authority for ownership and operation of a public mass transportation system in the 
metropolitan district be adopted "7 

YES 0 NO 0 
(5) LEGAL STATUS. (a) Actions) sea.l) office. The authority may sue and be sued in 

its corporate name. It may adopt a corporate seal and change the same at pleasure. The 
principal office of the authority shall be located within the metropolitan district. 

(b) Exempt f1'01n ta{l~ation. The authority, its property (real 01' personal), fran
chises and income and the bonds, certificates and other obligations issued by it, and the 
interest thereon, shall be exempt from all ad valorem and income taxes by the state, any 
county, municipality, public corporation or other political subdivision or agency of the 
state. 

(c) Tax eq~!iv((lent. In lieu of the property taxes levied under chapter 76, and in 
lieu of the income taxes levied under chapter 71 which, but for the provisions of para
graph (b), would be due and payable as the state's share of such property and income 
taxes, there shall 1Je paid to the state treasurer, as a tax equivalent but not in excess of 
the state's current share of said property and income taxes, the net revenues of the next 
preceding year, after the payment of (1) all operating' costs, including all chm'ges which 
may be incurred pursnant to subsections (29) and (34) and all other costs and charges 
incidental to the operation of the transportation system; (2) interest on and principal 
of all bonds payable from said revenues and to meet all other charges upon such revenues 
as provided by any trnstagreement executed by the authority in connection with the 
issuance of bonds or certificates; (3) all costs and charges incurred pursuant to subsee~ 
tions (32) and (33) and any other costs and charges for acquisition, installation, construc
tion 01' replacement or reconstruction of equipment, structures or rig'hts-of-way not 
financed through the issuance of bonds or certificates under subsection (15); and (4) any 
compensation required to be paid to any municipality for the use of streets, viaducts, 
bridges, subways and other public ways. Deficiencies in any annual tax equivalent shall 
not be cumulative. 

(6) MEMBERS OF THE BOARD. The governing and administrative body of the authority 
shall be a board consisting of 7 members to be known as the metropolitan transit boarcl. 
Members of the board must live within the metropolitan district. They shall be men of 
l'ecognized business ability. No member of the board or employe 0+ the authority shall 
hold any other office or employment under tIll" federal, state 01' any coimty 01' any munici
pal government except as honorary office without compensation 01' an office in the military 
service. No member of the board shall hold any other office in or be employed by the 
authority. No member of the board or employe of the authority shall have any private 
financial interest or profit directly or indirectly in any contract, work 01' business of the 
authority nor in the sale of or lease of any property to or from the authority. No mem
ber of the board shall be paid any salary, fee or compensation for his services except 
tha t he shall be reimbUl'sed for actual expenses incUl'red by him in the performance of his 
duties. 

(7) SELEOTION AND REPLAOEMENT, (a) Appointment (Mid tM'ms of office. The mem
bers of the board shall hold office for terms of 7 years, except for the initial terlllS herein 
provided. Three members shall be appointed by the mayor and confirmed by the common 
council of the city having the largest population within the district. These appointments 
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shall be for initial terms of 1, 3 and 7 years, respectively. Tln'ee members shall be ap
pointed by the governor for initial terms of 2, 4 and 6 years, respectively. The 6 mem
bers so appointed will nominate the seventh member by majority vote for an initial term 
of 5 years, and his appointment shall be approved and made by the governor. If no 
seventh member is nominated either by the original board within 60 days of its appoint
ment, 01' by any subsequent board within 60 days after a vacancy occurs in the office of 
the seventh member, then the governor shall appoint the seventh member. At the expira
tion of initial terms, successors shall be appointed in the same manner for terms of 7 
years. Five members shall constitute a quorum. 

(b) Successors, vacancies. Successors to members shall be appointed in the same 
manner as their predecessors. In the event of a vacancy, a successor shall be appointed 
in like manner. In addition to death, resignation, legal incompetency 01' conviction of a 
felony, a member shall vacate his office by removing his permanent residence from the 
district. 

(8) RESIGNATIONS AND REMOVALS. Any member may resign from his office to take 
effect when his successor has been appointed and is qualified. The appointing authority 
may remove any member of the board appointed by him in case of incompetency, neg'lect 
of duty 01' malfeasance in office. They may give him a copy of such charges and an oppor
tunity to be heard publicly thereon in person or by counsel upon not less than 10 days' 
notice. Upon failure of a member to qualify within the time required 01' abandonment 
of his office 01' his removal from office, his office shall become vacant. 

(9) GENERAL POWERS. The authority shall have power to acquire, construct or oper
ate and manitain for public service a transportation system or systems 01' any part 
thereof in the district and the power to dispose of the same and to enter into agreement 
for the operation of such system or parts thereof with others and all other powers neces
sary or convenient to accomplish the purposes of this section. 

(10) POWER TO ACQUIRE EXISTING TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES. The authority may 
acquire by purchase, condemnation, lease, g'ift 01' otherwise, all 01' any part of the plant, 
equipment, rights and property, reserve funds, employes, pension 01' retirement funds, 
special funds, franchises, licenses, patents, permits, and papers, documents and reco1'(1s 
belonging to any person or public body operating' a transportation system within the 
district, and to lease any municipality 01' privately owned facilities for operation and 
maintenance by the authority. 

(11) POWER TO ACQUIRE AND DISPOSE OF PROPERTIES. The authority shall have power 
to acquire by purchase, condemnation, lease, gift or <?therwise any other property and 
rights useful for its plU'poses, and to sell, lease, transfer or convey any property 01' 

rights when no longer useful, 01' to exchange the same for other property 01' rights which 
are useful for its purposes. 

(12) JOINT USE OF PROPERTY. The authority shall have power to enter into agree
ments for the joint use by the authority and any raihoad, person or public body owning 
01' operating any transpOl'tation facilities either within, or without the district of any 
property or rights of the authority or such railroad, person or public body operating any 
transportation facilities for any suitable purpose and for the establishment of through 
Toutes, joint fares and transfer of passengers. . 

(13) RIGHT OF EMINENT DOMAIN. (a) As to 1vhat p1'Ope1'ty. The authority shall 
have the right of eminent domain to acquire any existing transportation facilities within 
the district and any private property 01' property devoted to any public use which is 
necessary for the purposes of the authority except such property which is used for the 
purpose of operating transportation facilities extending beyond the boundaries of the 
district. The authority shall have the right where necessary to acquire by eminent domain 
the right to use jointly all such property which is used for the purpose of operating 
transportatioIl, facilities extending beyond the boundaries of the district. The right of 
eminent domain shall be exercised in accordance with the procedure set out in chapter 
32 or in accordance with any other applicable laws. 

(14) POWER TO OPERATE LOCAL TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES. (a) Use of public ways. 
The authority shall have the right, but not exclusive of the public right, to use any public 
road, street or other public way in the district for interurban transportation of passen
gers, but shall not have the right to use any street or other public way in any municipality 
for local transportation of passengers within such municipality unless this section shall 

. have been adopted by such municipality, and the governing body of such municipality 
shall have g'iven its consent thereto by ordinance. The right to use any road, street or 
other public way, or to operate over any bridge, viaduct or elevated structures above and 
subways beneath the surface of any road, street 01' public ground, including approaches, 
entrances, sidings, stations and connections for the purpose of local transportation in any 
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municipality adopting this section, shall be upon such terms as are determined by the 
municipality in which such rights of way or facilities are located, and shall be subject to 
such reasonable rules and regulations and the payment of such license fees as the grantor 
may by ordinance from time to time prescribe. 

(b) Right to existing service. Nothing contained herein shall deprive any town, city 
or village of the transportation facility existing at the time of the effective date of this 
paragraph or the right to seek extensions thereof as contemplated by statutes. 

(15) POWER TO BORROW MONEY. (a) Purpose. The authority shall have the contin
uing power to borrow money for the purpose of acquiring any transportation system or 
part thereof (including any cash funds of such system reserved to replace worn out or 
obsolete equipment and facilities), for acquiring necessary cash working' funds or estab
lishing reserve funds, for acquiring', constructing, reconstructing, extending or improving 
its transportation system or any part thereof and for acquiring any property and equip
ment useful for the construction, reconstruction, extension, improvement or operation of 
its transportation system or any part thereof. For the pUl'pose of evidencing the obliga
tion of the authority to repay any money borrowed the authority may, pursuant to ordi
nance adopted by the board, from time to time issue and dispose of interest-bearing reve
nue bonds or certificates and may also from time to time issue and dispose of such bonds 
or certificates to refund any bonds or certificates previously issued in accordance with the 
terms expressed therein. 

(b) Source of payment. All such bonds shall be payable solely from the revenues or 
income to be derived from the operation of such transportation system. 

(c) Te'l'lIls. They may bear such date or dates, may mature at such time or times 
not exceeding 40 years from the date of issue, may bear interest at such rate not exceeding 
5 per cent pel' annum payable semiannually, may be in such form, may carry such regis
tration privileges, may be executed in such manner, may be payable at such place, may 
be made subject to redemption in such manner and upon such terms with or without 
premium as is stated on the face thereof, may be authenticated in such manner and may 
contain such terms and covenants as may be provided in such ordinance. ' 

(d) Negotiability. Notwithstanding the form thereof, in the absence of an express 
recital to the contrary on the face thereof, all such bonds shall be negotiable instru
ments. 

(e) Tempo1'a1'Y financing. Pending the preparation and execution of any such bonds 
temporary bonds may be issued with or without interest coupons as may be provided by 
ordinance. 

(f) Trust agreement j lien. To secure the payment of any such bonds and for the 
purpose of setting forth the covenants and undertakings of the authority in connection 
with the issuance thereof and of any additional bonds payable from snch revenue or in
come, as well as the use and application of the revenue or income to be derived from the 
transportation system, the authority may execute and deliver trust agreements but no 
lien upon any physical property of the authority shall be created thereby. 

(g) Remedy for Meach. A remedy for any breach of the terms of any such trust 
agreement by the authority may be by mandamus proceedings in any court of competent 
jurisdiction to compel performance and compliance therewith, but the trust agreement 
may prescribe by whom or on whose behalf such action may be instituted. 

(h) P./tblic c1'ecW not pleclgecl. Under no eircumstances shall any bonds of the authority 
become an indebtedness or obligation of the state or of any county, city, town, village, 
school district or other munieipal corporation, nor shall any such bona become an in
debtedness of the authority within the purview of any constitutional limitation or pro
vision, and it shall be plainly stated on the face of each bond and certificate that it does 
not constitute such an indebtedness or obligation but is payable solely from the revenues 
or income as aforesaid. For the purpose of debt limitation, the authority shall be con
sidered a public utility. 

(i) Sale of securities. Before any such bonds (excepting refunding bonds) are 
sold, the entire authorized issue, or any part thereof, shall be offered for sale as a unit 
after advertising for bids at least 3 times in a daily newspaper of general eirculation 
published in the district, the last publication to be at least 10 days before bids are re
quired to be filed. Copies of such advertisement may be published in any newspaper 01' 

financial publication in the United States. All bids slmll be sealed, filed and opened as 
provided by ordinance and the bonds shall be awarded to the highest and best bidder or 
bidders therefor. The authority shall have the right to reject all bids and readvertise 
for bids in the manner provided for in the initial advertisement. If no bids are reeeived, 
sueh bonds may be sold at not less than par value, without further advertising, within 
60 days after the bids are required to be filed pursuant to any advertisement. 

(16) FINANCING OF EQUIPMENT. (a) PU1'chase of equipment. The authority shall 
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have power to purchase equipment such as cars, trackless trolleys and motor busses, and 
may execute agreements, leases and equipment trust certificates in the form customarily 
used in such cases appropriate to effect such pm'chase and may dispose of such equipment 
trust certificates. All money required to be paid by the authority under the provisions 
of such agreements, ·leases and certificates shall be payable solely from the revenue or 
income to be derived from the transportation system and from gTants and loans as pro
vided in subsection (18). Payment for such equipment, or rentals therefor, may be made 
in instalments, and the deferred instalments may be evidenced by equipment trust cer
tificates payable solely from such revenue or income, and it may be provided that title to 
such equipment shall not vest in the authority until the equipment trust certificates are 
paid. 

(b) Seclwity. The agreement to purchase may direct the vendor to sell and assign the 
equipment to a hank or trust company, duly authorized to transact business in the state, 
as trustee for the benefit and security of such certificates and may direct the trustee to 
deliver the equipment to one or more designated officers of the authority and authorize 
the trustee simultaneously therewith to execute and deliver a lease of the equipment to the 
authority. 

(c) F01'ms of ag1'eements. The agreements and leases shall he duly acknowledged 
in the form required for acknowledgment of deeds. Such agreements, leases and cer
tificates shall be authorized by ordinance of the board and shall contain such covenants, 
conditions and provisions as may be deemed necessary or appropriate to insure the pay
ment of the certificates from the revenue or income to be derived from the transportation 
system. 

(d) Relatecl agreements to be consistent. The covenants, conditions and provisions 
of the agreements, leases and certificates shall not conflict with any of the provisions of 
any trust agreement securing the payment of bonds or certificates of the authority. 

(e) Filing. An executed copy of each such agreement and lease or duplicate original 
thereof shall be filed in the office of the register of deeds of each county in which the 
authority is doing business, and such filing shall constitute notice to any subsequent judg'
ment creditor or any subsequent purchaser. Each vehicle so purchased and leased shall 
have the name of the owner and lessor plainly marked on both sides thereof followed by 
the words "Owner and Lessor". 

(17) RIGHT TO INVEST IN SECURITIES OF AUTHORITY. The state and all counties, cities, 
villages, incorporated towns and other municipal corporations, political subdivisions and 
public bodies, and public officers of any thereof, all banks, bankers, trust companies, 
savings banks and institutions, building and loan associations, investment companies 
and other persons canying on a banking business, all inslU'ance companies, insurance 
associations and other persons carrying on an insurance business, and all executors, ad
ministrators, guardians, trustees and other fiduciaries lllay legally invest any sinking 
funds, moneys or other funds belonging to them or within their control in any bonds or 
certifica tes issued pursuant to this section, but not.hing contained in this subsection shall 
be construed as relieving any person from any duty of exercising reasonable care in 
selecting securities for purchase or investment. 

(18) POWER OF AUTHORITY TO ACCEPT PUBLIC GRANTS AND LOANS. The authority shall 
have power to apply for and accept grants and loans from the federal government, the 
state or any municipality, 01' any agency or instrumentality thereof, to be used for any 
of the purposes' of the authority and to enter into any agreement in relation to such 
grants or loans when such agreement does not conflict with any of the provisions of any 
trust agreements securing the payment of bonds or certificates of the authority. 

(19) POWER OF AUTHORITY TO INVEST AND REIRVEST FUNDS. The authority shall have 
power to invest and reinvest any funds held in reserve or sinking funds not required for 
immediate c1isbmsement in bonds 01' notes of the United States, bonds of the state, or 
of any county or municipality in which the authority is engaged in the operation of its 
business, and, at not to exceed their par value or their call price, in bonds or certificates 
of the authority, and to sell these securities whenever the funds are needed for dis
Imrsements. Such investment or reinvestment of any funds shall not be in conflict with 
any provisions of any trust agreement securing the payment of bonds 01' certificates of 
the authority. 

(20) INSURANCE AND INDEMNITY CONTRACTS. The authority shall have power to pro
cure and enter into contracts for any type of insurance and indemnity against loss or 
damage to property from any cause, including' loss of use and occupancy, against death 
01' injury of any person, against employers' liability, against any act of any member, 
officer or employe of the board 01' of the authority in performance of the duties of his 
office or employment or any other insuTable risk. 
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(21) POWER OF TAXATION DENIED TO AUTHORITY. The authority shall not have power 
to levy taxes for any purpose whatsoever. 

(22) ORDINANOES, RULES AND REGULATIONS. The board shall have power to pass all 
ordinances and make all rules and regulations propel' 01' necessary to regulate the use, 
operation and maintenance of its property and facilities, and to carry into effect the 
powers granted to the authority. 

(23) ORGANIZATION OF BOARD. .As soon as possible after the appointment of the 
initial members, the board shall organize for the transaction of business, select a chair
man and a temporary secretary from its own numher, and adopt by-laws, rules and regu
lations to govern its proceeding'S. The initial chairman and each of his successors shall 
be elected by the board from time to time for the term of his office as a member of the 
board 01' for the term of 3 years, whichever is shorter and shall be elig'ible for re-election; 

(24) CONDUOT OF BOARD JlIEETINGS. Regular nieetings of the board shall be held at 
least once in each calendar month, at a time and place fixed by the board. Five members 
of the board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, but a lesser num
ber may adjourn a meeting to a definite date 01' sine die at its option. .All action of the 
board shall be by ordinance 01' resolution and the affirmative vote of at least 4 members 
shall be necessary for the adoption of any ordinance 01' resolution. .All such ordinances 
and resolutions before taking effect shall be approved by the chairman of the board 
by signing the same, and such as he shall not approve he shall return to the board with 
his objections thereto in wl'iting at the next regular meeting of the boan1. But in case 
the chairman shall fail so to return any ordinance 01' resolu tion, he shall be deemed to 
have approved the same and it shall take effect accordingly. Upon the return of any ordi
nance 01' resolution by the chairman with his objections, it shall be reconsidered by the 
board, and if upon such reconsideration it is again passed by the affil1native vote of at 
least 5 memhers, it shall g'O into effect notwithstanding the veto of the chairman. .All ordi
nances, resolutions and all proceedings of the authority and all documents and records in 
its possession shall be public records, and open to public inspection, except such docu
ments and records as shall be kept or prepared by the board for use in negotiations, 
action 01' proceedings to which the authority is a party. 

(25) SEORETARY AND TREASURER. The board shall appoint a secretary and a treasurer, 
who need not be members of the board, to hold office during the pleasure of the board, 
and flx their duties and compensation. The secretary shall not be engaged in any other 
business or employment during his ten nre of office. Before entering upon the duties of 
their respective offices they shall take and subscribe an official oath, and the treasurer 
shall execute an official bond with corporate sureties to be approved by the board. The 
bond shall be payable to the anthority in whatever penal sum may be directed by the 
board conditioned upon the faithful performance of the duties of the office and the pay
ment of .all money received by him according to law and the orders of the board. The 
board may, at any time, require a llew bond from the treasurer in such penal sum as it 
may determine. 'l'he obligation of the sureties shall not extend to any loss sustained by 
the insolvency, failure 01' closing of any national or state bank wherein the treasurer has 
deposited funds if the bank has been approved by the board as a depository. The oaths 
of office and bond shall be flIed in the principal office of the authority. 

(26) MANNER OF HANDLING FUNDS. .All funds shall be deposited in the name of the 
authority and shall be withdrawn only by check or draft. signed in the manner as pro
vided by the board. The board may designate any of its members or any employe to affix 
the signature of the chairman and another to affix the signature of the treasurer to any 
check or draft for payment of salaries or wages and for the payment of any other 
obligation of not more than $1,000. In case any officer whose signature appears upon any 
check, draft, bond, certificate 01' interest coupon, issued pursuant to this section, ceases 
to hold llis office, his signature nevertheless shall be valid and sufficient for all purposes 
with the same effect as if he had remained in office. 

(27) .APPOINTMENT OF A GENERAL MANAGER. The board shall appoint a genel'alman
agel' who shall be a man of recognized ability and experience in the operation of trans
portation systems to hold office during the pleasure of the board. The general manager 
shall llave management of the properties amI business of the authority and the em
ployes thereof, subject to tlle general control of the board. He shall direct the enforce
ment of all ordinances, resolutions, rules and regulations of the board, and shall perform 
such other duties as may be prescribed from time to time by the board. The board may 
appoint a general attorney and a chief engineer, and shall provide for the appointment 
of such other ofilcers, attorneys, engineers, consultants, agents and employes as may be 
necessary for the construction, extension, operation, maintenance and policing of its 
properties. It shall define their duties and may require bonds of them. The general man-
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agel', general attorney, chief engineer and all other officers provided for under this sub
section shall be exempt from subscribing any oath of office. The compensation of all 
officers, attorneys, consultants, agents and employes shall be fixed by the board. 

(28) SUPERVISION OF OFFICERS AND EMPLOYES. The board shall classify all the officers, 
positions and grades of regular employment required, excepting that of the g'eneral 
manager, secretary, treasurer, general attorney, and chief enginecr, with reference to the 
duties thereof and the compensation fixed therefor, and adopt rules governing appoint
ments to any of such offices or positions on the basis of merit and efficiency. No discrim
ination shall be made in any appointment or promotion because of race, creed, color, 01' 

political 01' religious affiliation. No officer 01' employe shall be discharged or demoted 
except for cause which is detrimental to the service. Any officer 01' employe who is dis
charged or demoted may file a complaint in 1vriting with the board within 10 days after 
notice of his discharge or demotion, If any employe is a member of a labor organization, 
the complaint may be filed by such organization for and in behalf of such employe. The 
board shall grant a hearing on such complaint within 30 days thereafter. The time and 
place of the hearing shall be fixed by the board and due notice thereof given to the com
plainant, the labor organization by or through which the complaint was filed and the 
gelleral manager. The hearing- shall be conducted by the board, or any member thereof 
or any officers' committee 01' employes' committee appointed by the board. The com
plainant may be represented by counsel. If the board finds, 01' approves a finding of 
the member 01' committee appointed, that the complainant has been unjustly discharged 
or demoted, he shall be restored to his office or position with back pay. The decision of 
the board shall be final and not subject to review. The bom-d may abolish any office or 
reduce the force of employes for lack of work or lack of funds, but in so doing the officer 
01' employe with the shortest service record in the class and grade to which he belongs 
shall be first released from service and shall be reinstated in order of seniority when ad
ditional force of employeR is required. 

(29) E1.IPLOYES. (a) Collective bargaining. The authOl'ity shall have the same 
rights, duties and obligations with respect to collective bargaining by and with its employes 
as do public utility corporations. 

(b) Employes of existing systems. If the authority acquires any existing transporta
tion system or part thereof, all of the employes in the operating and maintenance divi
sions of such system or part thereof and all other employes, except executive officers, 
shall be transferred to and appointed as employes of the authority, subject to all rights 
and benefits of this section, and such employes shall be given seniority credit in accord
Illlce with the records of their previous employer. 

(c) Reti1'ement systems. Members and beneficiaries of any pension or retirement 
system or other benefits established by such previous employer shall continue to have 
the rights, privileges, benefits, obligations and status with respect to such established 
system. There shall be established and maintained by the authority a sound pension and 
retirement system adequate to provide for all payments when due under such established 
system or as modified from time to time by ordinance of the board. For this purpose, 
both the board and the participating' employes shall make such periodic payments to the 
established system as may be determined by such ordinance. The board, in lieu of social 
security payments, shall make payments into such established system at least equal in 
amount to the amount so required to be paid by private corporations. Provision shall be 
made by the board for all officers and employes of the authority appointed pursuant to 
this section to become, subject to reasonable rules and regulations, members 01' bene
ficaries of the pension or retirement system with uniform rights, privileges, obligations 
and status as to the class in which such officers and employes belong. 

(30) ESTABLISHMENT OF FARES AND STANDARDS OF SERVICE. (a) Powers of board. 
The board shall, notwithstanding' any law to the contrary, have exclusive authority and it 
shall be its duty to establish rates, fares and other charges, and to make all rules andregu
lations for the operation of the transportation system. The board shall also have the 
authority, subject to the ,jurisdiction of the public service commission as to the reason
ableness and adequacy thereof, to determine and make effective standards of service, and 
to establish, change, extend, shorten or abandon routings all in accordance with the 
statutes in such cases made and provided subject to the provisions of any ordinance of 
any municipality gTanting rights to the authority. 

(b) Fares. Rates, fares and other charges for transportation shall be so fixed that 
revenues shall at all times be sufficient in the aggregate for: 

1. Payment of all operating costs, including all charges which may he incurred pur
suant to subsections (29) and (34) and all other costs and charges incidental to the oper
ation of the transportation system; 

2. Payment of interest and principal of all bQ.11ds payable from said revenues and to 
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meet all other charges upon such revenues as provided by any trust agreement executed 
by the authority; 

3. Payment of all costs and charges incurred pUl'suant to subsections (32) and (33) 
and any other costs and charges for acquisition, installation, construction 01' replacement 
or reconstruction of equipment, structures 01' rights of way not financed through the 
issuance of bonds or certificates under subsection (15) i and 

4. Any compensation required to be paid to any municipality for the use of streets 
viaducts, bridges, subways and other public ways. ' 

(31) CHARGES FOR GOVERNMENT TRANSPORTATION. The board may provide free trans
portation within any municipality in which they are employed for firemen when in uni
form, and policemen when in uniform and when not in unifOl'm and certified for special 
duty and for its employes when in uniform 01' upon presentation of identification, and 
may enter into agreements with the United States post office department for the trans
portation of mail and the payment of compensation in lieu of fares for the transporta
tion of letter carriers when in uniform. 

(32) MODERNIZATION FUND. It shall be the duty of the board, as promptly as possible, 
to rehabilitate, rcconstl'Uct and modernize all portions of any transportation system 
acquired by the authority and to maintain at all times an adequate and modern trans
portation system suitable and adapted to the needs of the municipalities served, and for 
safe, comfortable and convenient service. To that end the board shall establish a mod
ernization fund which shall include, but is not limited to cash in renewal, equipment 01' 

depreciation funds which are part of transportation systems or part thereof acquired 
by the authority and any excess cash derived from the sale of revenue bonds or cer
tificates. The moneys in the modernization fund shall be disbursed for the purpose of 
acquiring 01' constructing extensions and improvements and betterment of the system, 
to make replacements of property damaged or destroyed or in necessary cases where 
depl'eciation fund is insufficient, to purchase and cancel its revenue bonds and certifieates 
prior to their maturity at a price not exceeding pal', and to redeem and cancel its revenue 
bonds and certificates according to their terms. The board may make temporary loans 
from the modernization fund for use as initial working capital. 

. (33) DEPRECIATION POLICY. To assure modern, attractive transportation service the 
board may establish a depreciation policy which makes provision for the continuous and 
prompt replacement of WOl'll out and obsolete property and the board may make provi
sion for such depreciation of the property of the authority as is not offset by current 
expenditures for maintenance, repairs and replacements. The board from time to time 
shall make a determination of the relationship between the service condition 'of the 
properties of the authority and the then established depreciation rates and l'eserves and 
may make adjustments or modifications of such rates in such amounts as it may deem 
appropriate because of experience and estimated consumption of service life of road, 
plant and equipment. 

(34) DAMAGE RESERVE FUND. (a) Establishment of fund. The board shall withdraw 
from the gross receipts of the authority and charge to operating expenses such an 
amount of money as in the opinion of the board shall be sufficient to provide for the 
adjustment, defense and satisfaction of all suits, claims, demands, rights and causes of 
action and the payment and satisfaction of all judgments entered against the authority 
for damage caused by injury to or death of any person and for damage to property re
sulting from the construction, maintenance and operation of the transportation system. 
The board shall deposit such moneys in a fund to be known and designated as the dam
age reserve fund. 

(b ) Use of fund. The board shall use the moneys in the damage reserve fund to pay 
all expenses and costs arising from the adjustment, defense and satisfaction of all suits, 
claims, demands, rights and causes of action and the payment and satisfaction of all 
judgments entered against the authority for damages caused by injury to 01' death of 
any person and for damage to property resulting from the construction, maintenance 
and operation of the transportation system. 

(c) Liability inS1trance. The cost of obtaining and maintaining insurance against 
such contingencies shall be paid out of the moneys in the damage reserve fund. All 
moneys received from such insurance coverage or protection shall be paid into the damage 
reserve fund. 

(c1) W Mkmen's compensation. The authority and its employes shall be subject to 
chapter 102. 

(35) CLAIMS AGAINST AUTHORITY FOR PERSONAL INJURIES, DEATHS OR PROPERTY DAM

AGES. Civil actions to enforce claims against the authority for personal injuries, wrongful 
deaths or property damages may be commenced and prosecuted upon the same terms 
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and conditions and in the same manner as such actions are commenced and prosecuted 
against street railway companies which are in private ownership. 

(36) SPECIAL FUNDS. The authority may establish and create such other and addi
tional special funds as may be found desil'able by the board and in and by such ordinances 
may provide for payments into all special funds from specifled sources with such prefer
ences and priorities as may be deemed advisable and may also by any such ordinances 
provide for the custody, disbmsement and application of any moneys in any such special 
funds consistent with the provisions of this section. 

(3'7) PUBLIC BIDDING ON CONTRACTS. (a) Exceptions. All contracts for the sale of 
property of the value of more than $2,500 or for any concession in 01' lease of property 
of the authority for a te1'm of more than one year shall be awarded to the hig'hest respon
sible bidder, after advertising for bids. All construction contracts and contracts for sup
plies, materials, equipment and services, when the expense thereof will exceed $2,500, shall 
be let to the lowest responsible bidder, after advertising' for bids, excepting (1) when 
by vote of at least 5 members of the board, it is determined that an emergency requires 
immediate delivery of supplies, materials or equipment or performance of services; (2) 
when repair parts, accessories, equipment or services are required for equipment 01' serv
ices previously furnished 01' contracted for; (3) when the nature of the services required 
is such that competitive bidding is not in the best interest of the public, including, without 
limiting the generality of the foregoing, the services of accountants, architects, attorneys, 
engineers, physicians, superintendents of construction, and others possessing a high 
degree of skill; (4) when services such as water, light, heat, power, telephone 01' telegraph 
are required. All contracts involving less than $2,500 shall be let by competitive bidding 
whenever possible, and in any event in a manner calculated to insUl'e the best interests 
of the public. 

(b) Rejecti01~ of bids. In determining the responsibility of any bidder, the board 
may take into account past dealings with the bidder, experience, adequacy of equipment, 

,ability to complete performance within the time set, and other factors beside financial 
responsibility, but in no case shall any such contract be awal'Cled to any other than the 
highest bidder (in case of sale, concession or lease) 01' the lowest bidder (in case of pm
chase or expenditure) unless authorized 01' approved by a vote of at least 5 members of 
the boai'd, and unless such action is accompanied by a statement in writing setting forth 
the reasons, which statement shall be kept on file in the principal office of the authority 
and open to public inspection, 

(c) Evasion, collusion. Contracts shall not he split into parts involving expenditme 
of less than $2,500 for the purpose of avoiding the provisions of this section, anel all 
such split contracts shall be void. If any collusion occurs among hidc1ers 01' prospective 
bidders in restraint of freedom of competition, by agreement to bid a fixed amount or to 
l'efl'ain fi'om bic1ding or otherwise, the bids of such bidders shall be void, Each bidder 
shall accompany his bid with a sworn statement that he has not been a party to any such 
agreement. 

(d) Employes not to bid. 11:embe1;s of the board, officers and employes of the author
ity, and their relatives within the fourth degree by the terms of the civil law, are for
bidden to be interested directly 01' indirectly in any contract for construction or main
tenance work 01' for the delivery of materials, supplies or equipment. 

(e) Reacl'vertising, The board shall have the l'ight to reject all bids and to readvertise 
for; ,bids. If after such l'eadvcrtisement no responsible and satisfactory bid within the 
terms of the advertisement shall 1)e received, the board may award such contract without 
competitive bidding, if it shall not be less advantageous to the authority than any valid 
bid received pursuant to advertisement. 

(f) R7cles of the board. The board shall adopt rules and regulations to caITY into 
effect the provisions of this subsection. 

(38) ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS. Advertisements for bids shall be published at least 
twice in a daily newspaper of general circulation published in the metropolitan district, 
the last publication to be at least 10 calendar days before the time for receiving bids, and 
such advertisements shall also be posted on l'eac1ily accessible bulletin boards in the prlll
cipal office of the authority, Such advertisement shall state the time and place for re
ceiving and opening of bids, and by reference to plans and speciflcations on file at the 
time of the first publication, or in the ac1vertisement itself, shall describe the cllaracter of 
the proposed contl'act in sufficient detail to fully advise prospective bidders of their obli
gations and to insure free and open competitive bidding. All bids in response to ad
vertisements shall be sealed and shall be publicly opened by the board, and all bidders 
shall be entitled to be present in person or by representatives, Cash 01' a certified or 
satisfactory cashier's check, as a deposit of good faith, or a bid bond with satisfactory 
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surety or sureties in a reasonable amount to be fixed by the board before advertising for 
bids, shall be required with the proposal of each bidder. Bond for faithful performance 
of the contract with surety satisfactory to the board and adequate insurance may be re
quired by the board. The contract shall be awarded as promptly as possible after the 
opening of bids. All bids shall be placed on file open to public inspection. All bids shall 
be void if any disclosUl'e of the terms of any bid in rcsponse to an advertisement is made 
01' permitted to be made by the board before the time fixed for opening bids. 

(39) ESTABLISHMENT OF FISCAL YEAR. The board shall establish a fiscal operating 
year. At least 30 days prior to the beginning of the first full fiscal year after creation of 
the authority, and annually thereafter, the board shall cause to be prepared a tentative 
budget which shall include all operation and maintenance expense for the ensuing fiscal 
year. The tentative budget shall be considered by the board at a public meeting, held upon 
notice published in a newspaper of general circulation published in the district not less 
than 10 days prior to such meeting, and, subject to any revision and amendments as may 
be determined, shall be adopted prior to the first day of the ensuing fiscal year as the 
Jmdgetfor that year. No expenditures for operations and maintenance in excess of the 
budget shall be made during any fiscal year except by the affirmative vote of at least 5 
members of the board. It shall not be necessary to include in the annual budget any state
ment of necessary expenditures for pensions or retirement annuities, for interest or 
principal payments on bonds, or for capital outlays, but it shall be the duty of the board 
to make provision for payment of same from appropriate funds. 

(40) ANNUAL REPORT. As soon after the end of each fiscal year as may be expedient, 
the board shall print a detailed report and financial statement of its operations and of its 
assets and liabilities. A reasonably sufficient number of copies of such report shall be 
printed for distribution to persons interested, upon request, and a copy thereof shall be 
filed with the governor, the county clerks of the counties in which the authority is en
gaged in the operation of its business and the clerk of each municipality which has adopted 
this section or granted rights to the authority by ordinance. A separate copy of such 
report shall be mailed to the principal officer and the governing body of each such munici
pality. 

(42) CONFLICT OF LAWS. In so far as any provision of this section is inconsistent 
with the provisions of any other law, the provisions of this section shall be controlling, 
except as provided in subsection (44). . 

(43) ApPLICATION OF SECTION. This section shall be construed as constituting conl
plete. statutory authority for the creation of metropolitan transit authorities and the 
acquisition, ownership and operation of a transportation system by such authority and 
f01' the issuance of bonds as herein authorized, any other law relating to the matters 
herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 

(44) PUBLIC UTILITY LABOR DISPUTES. Notwithstanding any provision of this section 
the authority shall be deemed an employer under chapter 111, subchapter III, and the 
authority shall be subject to the same laws as other similar organizations engaged in 
like activities, and any provision of this section in conflict with the provisions of this 
subsection is to the extent of such conflict. superseded by the pl'oyisions of this subsection. 

66.945 Creation, organization, powers and duties of regional planning commissions. 
(1) DEFINITIONS. For the purpose of this section "local governmental units" or "local 
units" includes cities, villages, towns. and counties, and "governing body" means the town, 
village or county board or the legislative body of a city. "Population" means the popu
lation of a local unit as shown by the last fedel'al cenSllS or by any subsequent population 
estima te certified as acceptable by the director of the planning function in the depart
ment of resource development. 

(2) CREATION OF REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSIONS. A regional planning commission 
may be created by the governor, or such state agency or official as he may designate, upon 
petition in the form of a resolution by the governing body of a local governmental unit 
and the holding' of a public hearing on such petition. If the petition shall be joined in by 
the g'overning bodies of all the local units in the proposed region, including the county 
board of any county, part or all of which is in the proposed region, the governor may dis
pense with the hearing. Notice of any public hearing shall be g'iven by the g'overnor by 
mail at least 10 days in advance to the clerk of each local \mit in the proposed region. 
If the governor finds that there is a need for a regional planning commission, and if the 
governing bodies of local units within the proposed region which include over 50 per cent 
of the population and equalized assessed valuation of the region as determined by the 
last previous equalization of assessments, shall consent to the formation of such regional 
planning comission, the governor may create the regional planning cOlllmission by order 
and designate the area and boundaries of the coinmission's jurisdiction taking into 
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account the elements of homogeneity based upon, but not limited to, such considerations 
as topographic and geographic conformations, extent of urban developmentJ the existence 
of special or acute agricultural, forestry, conservation or other rural problems, uni
fOl1llity of social or economic interests and values, park and recreational needs, civil 
defense, 01' the existence of physical, social and economic problems of a regional character. 

(3) COMPOSITION 01<' REGIONAL PLANNING OOllIMISSIONS. (a) The membership compo
sition of a regional planning commission which includes a city of the first class shall be 
as follows: 

1. One member appointed by the county board of each county, part or all of which is 
initially within the region or is later added. 

2. Two members from each participating county, shall be appointed by the governor. 
At least one such appointee shall be a person who has experience in local govel'llment in 
elective or appointive offices or who is professionally engaged in advising local goverll
mental units in the fields of land-use planning, transportation, law, finance or engineering. 
The governor in making appointments hereunder shall give due weight to the place of 
residence of the appointees within the various counties encompassed by the region. 

(b) For any region which does not include a city of the first class, the membership 
composition of a regional planning commission shall be in accordance with resolutions 
approved by the governing' bodies of a majority of the local units in the region, and these 
units shall have in the aggregate at least half the population of the region. For the pur
poses of this determination a county, part or all of which is within the region, shall be 
counted as a local unit, but the population of an approving county shall not be counted. 
In the absence of the necessary approval by the local units, the membership composition 
of a commission shall be determined as follows: 

1. For regions which include land in more than one county par. (a) shall apply. 
2, For regions which include land in only one county the commission shall consist of 

3 members appointed by the county board; and 3 members a.ppointed by the governing 
body of each city in the region having a population of 20,000 or more (if there is no 
city of 20,000 or more the govel'llor shall appoint one member from each city with a 
popUlation of 5,000 or more within the reg'ion); and in addition 3 members shall be ap
pointed at large by the governor. All governor appointees shall be persons who have ex
perience in local government in elective or appointive offices or who are professionally 
eng'aged· in advising local governmental units in the fields of land-use planning, trans
portation, law, finance 01' engineering. 

(c) Terms of office for regional planning' commission members shall be as follows: 
1. If the composition of the commission is approved by local units under par. (b), 

the terms shall be as prescribed in the resolutions of approval. 
2. For members of all other commissions the term is 6 years after the initial term. 

At the first meeting of the commission it shall be detel'lllined by lot which of the initial 
members shall have 2, 4 and 6-year terms, respectively, and each group shall be as nearly 
equal as may be. 

(d) All regional planning commission members shall be electors of the state and 
reside within the region. 

( 4) COllIPENSATION; EXPENSES. No compensation shall be paid members of regional 
planning commissions: provided, that this shall not affect in any way remuneration re
ceived by any state 01' local official who, in addition to his responsibilities and duties as 
a state or local official, serves also as a member of the regional planning' commission. All 
members may be reimbursed for actual expenses incurred as members of the commission 
in carrying' out the work of the commission. 

(5) CRAIRlIIAN; RULES OF PROCEDURE; REOORDS. Each regional planning commission 
shall elect its own chairman and executive committee and shall establish its own rules of 
procedure, and may create and fill such other offices as it may determine necessary. The 
commission may authorize the executive committee to act for it on all matters pursuant 
to rules adopted by it. The commission shall meet at least once each year. It shall keep 
a record of its resolutions, transactions, finding'S and determinations, which shall. be a 
public record. 

(6) DIRECTOR AND ElIIPLOYES. The l'eg'ional planning' commission shall appoint a 
director and such employes as it deems necessary for its work and may hire such experts 
and consultants for part-time or full-time service as may be necessary for the prosecu
tion of its responsibilities. 

(7) ADVISORY OOllIlIIITTEES OR OOUNCILS; APPOINTMENT. The regional planning com
mission may appoint advisory committees or councils whose membership may consist of 
individuals whose experience, training' 01' interest in the program may qualify them to 
lend, valuable assistance to the regional planning' commission by acting in an advisory 
capacity in consulting with the regional planning commission on all phases of the com-
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mission's program. Members of such advisory bodies shall receive no compensation for 
their services but may be reimbursed for actual expenses incurred in the performance of 
their duties. 

(8) FUNOTIONS, GENERAl., AND SPECIAL. (a) The regional planning commission may 
conduct all types of research studies, collect and analyze data, prepare maps, charts and 
tables, and conduct all necessary studies for the accomplishment of its other duties; it 
may make plans for the physical, social and economic development of the region, and 
may adopt by resolution any plan 01' the portion of any plan so prepared as its official 
recommendation for the development of the region; it may publicize and advertise its 
purposes, objectives and findings, and may distribute reports thereon; it may provide 
advisory services on regional planning problems to the local government units within 
the region and to other public and private agencies in matters relative to its functions and 
objectives, and may act as a co-ordinating agency for programs and activities of such 
local units and agencies as they relate to its objectives. All public officials shall, upon 
request, fUl'llish to the regional planning commission, within a reasonable time, such avail
able information as it requil'es for its work. In general, the regional planning commis
sion shall have all powers necessary to enable it to perfol'm its functions and promote 
regional planning. The functions of the regional planning commission shall be solely 
advisory to the local governments and local govel'llment officials comprising the region. 

(b) The regional planning commission shall make an annual report of its activities 
to the legislative bodies of the local govel'llmental units within the region. 

(9) PREPAR.ATION OF MASTER PLAN FOR REGION. The regional planning commission 
shall have the function and duty of making and adopting a master plan for the physical 
development of the region. The master plan, with the accompanying maps, plats, charts, 
programs and descriptive and explanatory matter, shall show the commission's recom
mendations for such physical development and may include, among other things without 
limitation because of enumeration, the general location, character and extent of main 
traffic arteries, bridges and viaducts; public places and areas; parks; parkways; recrea
tional areas; sites for public buildings and structures; airports; waterways; routes for 
public transit; and the general location and extent of main and interceptor sewers, water 
conduits alld other public utilities whether privately 01' publicly owned; areas for indus
trial, commercial, residential, agricultural 01' recreational development. The regional 
planning commission may amend, extend or add to the master plan or carry any part 01' 

subject matter into greater detail. 
(10) ADOPTION OF MASTER PLAN FOR REGION. The master plan shall be made with 

the general purpose of guiding and accomplishing a co-ordinated, adjusted and har
monious development of the region which will, in accordance with existing and future 
needs, best promote public health, safety, morals, order, convenience, prosperity or the 
general welfare, as well as efficiency and economy in the process of development. The 
regional planning commission may adopt the master plan as a whole by a single resolu
tion, 01', as the work of making the whole master plan progresses, may by resolution adopt 
a part 01' parts thereof, any such part to correspond generally with one 01' more of the 
functional subdivisions of the subject matter of the plan. The resolution shall refer 
expressly to the maps, plats, charts, programs and descriptive and explanatory matter, 
and other matters intended by the regional planning commission to form the whole or any 
part of the plan, and the action taken shall be recorded on the adopted plan 01' part 
thereof by the identifying signature of the chairman of the regional planning commission 
and a copy of the plan 01' part thereof shall be certified to the legislative bodies of the 
local govel'llmental units within the region. The purpose and effect of adoption of the 
master plan shall be solely to aid the regional planning commission and the local govel'll
ments and local govel'llment officials comprising the region in the perfonnance of their 
functions and duties. 

(11) MAT"'I'ERS REFERRED TO REGIONAL PLANNING OOMMISSION. The officer 01' public 
body of a local governmental unit within the region having final authority thereon shall 
refer to the regional planning commission, for its consideration and report the following 
matters: The location of or acquisition of land for any of the items or facilities which are 
included in the adopted regional master plan. Within 20 days after the matter is re
fen'ed to the regional planning commission or such longer period as may be stipulated 
by the referring officer 01' public body, the commission shall report its recommendations 
to the l'eferring officer or public body. The report and recommendations of the commis
sion shall be advisory only. Local units and state agencies may authorize the regional 
planning commission with the consent of the commission to act for such unit 01' agency 
in approving, examining or reviewing plats, pursuant to ss. 236.10 (4) and 236.12 (2) 
(a). 

(12) LOOAL ADOPTION OF PLANS OF REGIONAL OOMMISSION; OONTRAOTS. (a) Any local 
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governmental unit within the region may adopt all or any portion of the plans and other 
programs prepared and adopted by the regional planning commission. 

(b) In addition to the other powers specified in this section a regional planning com
mission may enter into a contract with any local unit within the region under s. 66.30 to 
make studies and offer advice on: 

1. Land use, thoroughfares, community facilities, and public improvements; 
2. Encouragement of economic and other developments. 
(13) AID FROM GOVERNMENTAL AGENOIES; GIFTS AND GRANTS. Aid, in any form, for 

the purpose of accomplishing the objectives of the regional planning commission may 
be accepted from all governmental agencies whether local, state or federal, if the condi
tions under which such aid is furnished are not incompatible with the other provisions 
of this section. The regional planning commission may accept gifts and grants from 
public or private individuals or agencies if the conditions under which such grants are 
made are in accordance with the accomplishment of the obj ectives of the regional planning 
commission. 

(14) BUDGET AND SERVICE OHARGES. (a) For the purpose of providing fundsto meet 
the expenses of a regional planning commission, the COlllmission shall annually on or be
fore October 1 of each year prepare and approve a budget reflecting the cost of its 
operation and services to the local governmental units within the region. The amount of 
the budget charged to any local g'overnmental unit shall be in the proportion of the 
equalized value for tax purposes of the land, buildings and other improvements thereon of 
such local governmental unit, within the region, to the total such equalized value within 
the region. The amount charged to a local governmental unit shall not exceed .003 pel' 
cent of such equalized value under its jurisdiction and within the region, unless the gov
erning body of such unit expressly approves the amount in excess of such percentage. 
All tax or other revenues raised for a regional planning commission shall be forwarded 
by the treasurer of the local unit to the treasurer of the commission on written order of 
the treasurer of the commission. 

(b) Where one-half 01' more of the land within a county is 1vithin a region, the chair
man of the regional planning commission shall certify to the county clerk, prior to 
August 1 of each year, the proportionate amount of the budget charged to the county 
for the services of the regional planning commission. Unless the county board finds such 
charges unreasonable, and institutes the procedures set forth below for such a conting'ency, 
it shall take such necessary legislative action as to provide the funds called for in the 
certified statement: 

(c) Where less than one-half of the land within a county is within a. region, the chair
man of the regional planning commission shall before August 1 of each year certify to 
the clel'k of the local governmental unit involved a statement of the proportionate charges 
assessed to that local govel'llmental unit. Such clerk shall extend the amount shown in 
such statement as a charge on the tax roll under s. 144.07 (2). 

(d) If any local govel1lmental unit makes a finding by resolution within 20 days of 
the certification to its clerk that the charges of the regional planning commission are 
unreasonable, it may: 1. submit the issue to arbitration by 3 arbitrators, one to be chosen 
by the local governmental unit, one to be chosen by the reg'ional planning commission and 
the third to be chosen by the first 2 arbitrators. If the arbitrators are unable to agree, 
the vote of 2 shall be the decision. They may affirm or modify the report, and shall 
submit their decision in writing to the local governmental unit and the l'egional planning 
commission within 30 days of their appointment unless the time be extended by agTee
ment of the commission and the local governmental unit. The decision shall be binding. 
Election to arbitrate shall be waiver of right to proceed by action. Two-thirds of the 
expenses of arbitration shall be paid by the party requesting arbitration and the balance 
by the other, or 2. if a local govel1lmental unit does not elect to arbitrate, it may institute 
a proceeding for judicial review as provided in ch. 227, except that the place of appeal 
shall be the circuit court of a county within the region other than the county in which 
the local governmental unit seeking review is located. 

(e) By agreement between the regional planning commission and a local governmental 
unit, special compensation to the commission for unique and special services provided to 
such local governmental unit may be arranged. 

(f) The regional planning commission may accept from any local governmental unit 
supplies, the use of equipment, facilities and office space and the services of personnel 
as part or all of the financial support assessed ag'ainst such local governmental unit. 

(15) DISSOLUTION OF REGIONAL PEANNING OOMMISSIONS. Upon receipt of certified 
copies of resolutions recommending the dissolution of a regional planning commission 
adopted by the g'overning bodies of a majority of the local units in the reg'ion, including' 
the county board of any county, part 01' all of which is within the l'egion, and upon a 



1369 MUNICIPAL LAW 66.99 

fill{ling that all outstanding indebtedness of the commission has been paid and an un
expended funds retul'l1ed to the local units which supplied them, or that adequate pro
vision has been made therefor, tIle govel'llor shall issue a certificate of dissolution of the 
commission which shall thereupon cease to exist. 

(16) WITHDRAWAL. Within 90 days of the issuance by the governor of an order 
creating a regional planning commission, any local unit of government within the bound
aries of such region may withdraw from the jurisdiction of such commission by a two
thirds vote of the members-elect of the governing' body after a public hearing of which 
notice shall have been given not more than 3 nor less than 2 weeks prior thereto by 
registered mail to the commission and to the public by publication in a newspaper of 
general circulation within the boundaries of such local unit of government. A local unit 
may withdraw from a regional planning commission at the end of any fiscal year by a 
two-thirds vote of the members-elect of the governing body taken at least 6 months prior 
to the effective date of such withdrawal. However, such unit shall be responsible for its 
allocated shaTe of the contractual obligations of the regional planning commission con
tinuing' beyond the effective date of its withdrawal. 

History: 1961 c. 104, 256. 

66.95 Prohibiting operators from leaving keys in parked motor vehicles. The gov
erning body of any city may by ordinance require every passenger motor vehicle to be 
equipped with a lock suitable to lock either the starting level', tlu'ottle, steering apparatus, 
gear shift lever or ignition system; prohibit any person from permitting a motor vehicle 
in his custody from standing or remaining unattended on any street, alley or in any other 
public place, except an attended parking area, unless either the starting level', throttle, 
steering apparatus, gear shift or ignition of said vehicle is locked and the key for such 
lock is removed from the yehicle; and provide fOl'feiturcs for such violations. 

66.99 Inclusion of public employes under social security. (1) As used in this sec
tion: 

(a) "Public agency" means the state and any county, city, villag'e, town, school dis
trict or other unit of government, or agency or instrumentality of one or more thereof 
which is eligible for inclusion under the federal old age and sUl'vivors insurance system. 

(ab) With respect to members of the state teachers retirement system "public agency" 
means the state, except that for the purposes of sub. (6), and the applicable portions of 
subs. (7), (S) and (Sa) "public agency" means the employer school district 01' other local 
unit of government. 

(amj ,Vith l'espect to members of a retirement fund created under s. 3S.24 "public 
agency" means the state, except that for purposes of sub. (6) and the applicable portions 
of subs. (7), (S) and (Sa) "public agency" means a city of the first class. 

(b) "Federal regulations" means the provisions of section 21S of Title II of the social 
security act enacted by the congress of the United States as amended by the S31'd con
gress, and applicable regulations adopted pursuant thereto, and applicable provisions of 
the U. S. internal revenue code. 

(c) "Coverage group" lms the meaning given that term by federal regUlations. 
(d) "Director" means the executive director of the Wisconsin retirement fund. 
(2) Each public agency other than the state may determine to be included under the 

federal old age and survivors insurance system through the adoption of a resolution by 
the govel'l1ing body thereof with respect to the coverage groups specified in such resolu
tion, which shall also state the effective date of coverage. 

(3) Every state employe and state officer while employed in any position which is 
not included under any retirement system established by statute shall be included under 
the agreement authorized by sub. (4) if eligible for inclusion, and all participating munic
ipalities which have acted pursnant to s. 66.902 to be included under the ,Yisconsin re
tirement funds shall be included when the particpating employes thereof are eligible, and 
each county shall pUl'suant to s. 66.902 (lb) be included under the agreement as to the 
county judge, and each county and city shall pursuant to s. 66,902 (lb) be included under 
the agreement as to full-time judges of courts of record, municipal or inferior (other than 
county courts), and each city and village shall pursuant to ss. 62.13 (9) (e) and (9a) and 
61.65 (6) be included under the agreement as to policemen, and each public agency 
affected by s, 66.902 (5) (b) shall pursuant thereto be included under the agreement as to 
the employes affected by such paragraph. This subsection shall not be applicable to serv
ices performed in any fireman's position. 

(3a) Notwithstanding the provisions of subs. (2), (3) and (4) the persons included 
under any retirement system, or any coverage group therein permitted under federal law, 
may be included lUlder the federal old-age and surviyol's insurance system pursuant to 
a referendum held in confOl'mity with section 21S (d) (3) of the federal social security 
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act and a certification by the governor pursuant thereto, and the governor is authorized 
to take any and all actions which may be required in connection therewith. In the case 
of each public ag'ency other than the state, a referendum shall be conducted only upon, 
and in conformity with, a request submitted by the governing body thereof. The agree
ment with the secretary_ of health, education and welfare may be modified to cover any 
such coverage group. 

(3b) .For the purposes of sub. (3a) the members of the combined group of the state 
teachers retirement system constitute a coverage group. Members of the state teachers 
retirement system may be included under the federal old-age and survivors insurance sys· 
tem under sub. (3a) only in accordance with s. 42.241. 

(3m) For the purposes of sub. (3a) the members of the combined group of a retire
ment fund created under s. 3S.24 constitute a coverage group. Members of any such re
tirement fund may be included under the federal old-age and survivors insurance system 
under sub. (3a) only iu accordance with s. 3S.24 (3). 

(4) The director with the approval of the governor shall pursuant to sub. (3) 01' 

upon the submission to him of a certified copy of a resolution adopted by the governing' 
body of any public agency in accordance with sub. (2), execute upon behalf of the state 
an agreement 01' modification of an agreement, with the secretary of health, education 
and welfare for the inclusion of a coverage group of the employes and officers of such 
public agency under the federal old-ag'e and survivors insurance system established by 
federal regulations in conformity with such resolution or in conformity with sub. (3) and 
in conformity with federal regulations. The state and each public agency included under 
such agreement 01' modification thereof shall be bound by federal regulations, and by 
rules and regUlations promulgated under sub. (11) including any regulation requiring 
payment of interest. 

( 4a) No student or member of a board or commission, except members of governing 
bodies, shall be included under such agreement when filling a position or office which does 
not normally require actual performance of duty for at least 600 hours in each. year. 

(5) Each public agency included under an agreement made pursuant to this section 
shall be liable for and shall make the contributions required of an employer under the 
federal insurance contributions act. 

(6) Each public agency included under such an agreement shall withhold from the 
persons compensated by such public agency who are covered by such agreement the por
tion of such compensation equal in amount to the tax which would be required to be 
withheld under the federal insurance contributions act if such services constitt1ted em· 
ployment within the meaning of that act. 

(7) The contributions required under subsection (5) and the amounts withheld under 
subsection (6) shall be remitted by each public agency in conformity with the provisions 
of federal regulation5 and the regulations promulgated under subsection (11). The state 
shall be liable for all such remittances due from public agencies in conformity with the 
agreement provided for in subsection (4), and shall make payment of all sums which shall 
become due under subsection (7) and become delinquent. 

(S) Whenever any public agency fails to remit within the period fixed by rules and 
regulations promulg'ated under sub. (11) any sum payable under sub. (7) or any interest 
or minimum fee due under rules and regulations the director shall certify such amount 
or the estimated amount thereof to the department of administration and such shall be 
included in the next apportionment of state special charges to local units of government. 
When the exact amount due is determined and the fund has received from any public 
agency a sum in excess of such amount, the fund shall pay such excess amount to the 
public agency. 

(Sa) If any public agency shall fail to transmit to the director any report which it 
is required to submit to him by law or by any rule or reg'ulation established pursuant 
thereto for 30 days after the date such report is due, the director shall cause such report 
to be prepared and furnished to him. Thereupon the director shall submit to said public 
agency a statement of the expenses inculTed in securing such report, including the value 
of the personal services rendered in the preparation of the same. Duplicates of such 
statement shall be filed in the office of the department of administration. Within 60 days 
after the receipt of the above statement by the public agency such statement shall be 
audited as other claims against the public agency are audited and shall be paid into the 
lit ate treasury and credited to the appropriation made by s. 20.640 (1). In default of 
payment by the public agency, the amount specified in the aforesaid statement shall be
come a special charge against the public agency and shall be included in the next cer
tification of state taxes and charges and shall be collected, with interest at the rate of 10 
pel' cent per annum from the date such statement was submitted to the public agency, as 
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other charges are certified and collected, and when so collected such amount and said 
interest shall be credited to the appropriation made by s. 20.640 (1). 

(9) All money received by the state pursuant to this section shall be deposited with 
the state treasurer in a separate fund which shall be designated the "public employes 
social security fund." All disbursements from the public employes social security fund 
shall be made by the state treasurer upon the warrant of the department of administra
tion and the certification of the director. 

(10) The director may refund any money paid into the public employes social secur
ity fund in error. To effect such a refund the director shall certify to the department of 
administration the name of each public agency entitled to a refund and the amount 
thereof. Thereupon, and notwithstanding s. 20.555, the department of administration 
shall draw its wal'1'ant for the amount and in favor of the public agency so certified, and 
the state treasurer shall pay the same and charge it to the public employes social security 
fund created by sub. (9). 

(11) The director, with the approval of the governor, may pl'omulgate such rules 
and regulations as may be necessary for the administration of this section. 

History: 1961 c. 622. 




