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CHAPTER 947. 

CRIMES AGAINST PUBLIC PEACE, ORDER AND OTHER INTERESTS; 

947.01 . Disorderly condUct. 
947.02 Vagrancy. 
947.03 Drunkenness. 
947.04 Drunkenness .and drinking in com

nlon carriers. 
9,47.045. Drinking in motor vehicles on high

ways. 
947.047 Metal or glass debris in or on the 

shore of any body of water. 

947.06 

947.07 
947.08 
947.10 
947.15 

Unlawful assemblies and their sup-
pression. 

Dueling. 
Crime comics. 
Cruelty to animals. 
Contributing to the delinquency of 

children; neglect; neglect contrib
uting to death. 

947.01 Disorderly conduct. Whoever does any of the following may be fined not 
more than $100, or imprisoned not more thilll 30 days: 

(1) In a public or private place, engages in violent, abusive, indecent, profane, bois
terous, unreasonably loud, or otherwise disorderly conduct under circumstances in which 
such conduct tends to cause or provoke a disturbance j or 
, (2) \Vith intent to annoy another, makes a telephone call, whether 01' not conversa

tion ensues. 

947.02 Vagrancy. Any of the following are vagrants and may be imprisoned not 
niore than 6 months: 

(1) Aperson, with the physical ability to work, who is without lawful means of sup
port and does not seek employment j or 

(2) A person found in or loitering near any structlU'e, vehicle or private grounds who 
is there without the consent of the owner and is unable to account for his presence j or 

(3) A prostitute who loiters on the streets or in a place where intoxicating liquors 
I)re sold, or a woman 'who, in a public place; solicits men to commit a crime against sex-
ualmoi'ality j or ' 

(4) A person known to be a professional gambler or known as a frequenter of gam
bling' places or who derives part of his support from begg'ing or as a fortune teller 01' 
similar imposter. 

947.03 Drunkenness. (1) A person who is so intoxicated that he is unable to care 
for his own safety and is found in a publir. place in such condition may be fined not more 
than $50 01' impl'isoned not more than 30 days. 

(2) A person who is an habitual drunkard who is so intoxicated that he is unable to 
care for his own safety and is found in a public place in such a condition may be fined 
not more than $100 or imprisoned not more than 6 months. 

947.04 Drunkenness and drinking in common carriers. (1) Whoever does any of 
the following may be fined not more than $100 or impl'isoned not more than 3 months: 

(a) While in a state of intoxication, enters a common Cal'li.er for any purpose other 
than transportation within a single urban ill'ea j or 

(b) While a passenger upon a common carrier, publicly drinks intoxicants as a bev
erage or gives any other person intoxicants for that purpose under circumstances tending 
to provoke a disturbance, except in those portions of the common car.der in which intoxi
cants are specifically authorized by law to be sold or consumed, 

(2) The person in charge of a common carrier may take from any passenger found 
violating this section any intoxicant then in the possession of such passenger, giving him 
a receipt therefor, and shall keep the intoxicant until the passenger's point of destination 
is reached. Thereupon, he shall either return the intoxicant to the passenger or turn it 
over to the station agent. At any time within 10 days after the intoxicant is turned over 
to the station agent, the passenger may recover the intoxicant by sUlTendedng the receipt 
given him at the time the intoxicant was taken_from him. 

947.045 Drinking in motor vehicles on highway, Whoever drinks from or opens 
a container of fermented malt beverage or intoxicating' liquor in a moving motor vehicle 
on a public highway may be fined not more than $100. This section does not apply to a 
motor bus as defined in s. 340.01 (31). 

947.047 Metal or glass debris in or on the shore of a·ny body of water. Whoever 
throws or deposits any metal cans or glass bottles or any other debris made in whole or 
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in part of metal or glass in or on the shores of any lake 01' body of water shall be fined 
not more than $50 01' imprisoned not more than 30 days, or both, for each offense. 

History: 1961 c. 621. 

947.06 Unlawful assemblies and their suppression. (1) Sheriffs, their under
sheriffs and deputies, constables, marshals and policemen have a duty to suppress unlaw
ful assemblies within their jurisdiction. For that reason they may order all persons who 
are part of an assembly to disperse. An "unlawful assembly" is an assembly which COli

sists of 3 01' more persons and which canses such a disturbance of public order that it is 
reasonable to believe that the assembly will cause injury to persons or damage to property 
unless it is immediately dispersed. 

(2) Whoever fails or refuses to withdraw from an unla,wful assembly which he knows 
has been ordered to disperse may be fined not more than $500 or imprisoned not more than 
one year in county jailor both. 

947.07 Dueling. Whoever engages in a duel may be imprisoned not more than 
10 years. 

947.08 Crime comics. (1) LEGISLATIVE FINDING AND DEOLARATION. It is declared 
as a legislative finding of fact that exercise of this state's police power to minimize all 
incentives to crime, particula,rly in the field of sanguinary or salacious publications with 
their stimulation of juvenile delinquency is important; and that the publication, sale and 
distribution to minors or possession by minors of hooks, magazines, or other printed 
matter consisting of narrative material in pictorial form, commonly known as comic books 
and which depict, in substantial part, acts of indecency, horror, terror, physical torture 
or brutality, have, the effect of inciting', encouraging, or advocating the commission of 
crime, and are a source of crime, particularly among minors, and a contributing factor in 
impairing the moral and ethical development of our youth and a danger to the health, 
safety, morals and well-being of the people of the state. Therefore, the provisions herein
after prescribed a:l'e enacted and their necessity in the public interest is hereby declared as 
a matter of legislative determination. 

(2) Whoever does any of the following may be fined not more than $2,000 01' impris
oned not more than 2 years, or both: 

(a) Sells or distributes commercially a crime comic to a minor; 01' 

(b) Has a crime comic in his possession with intent to sell or distribute it commer
cially to a minor; or 

(c) Distributes a crime comic commercially to a retailer with knowledge that such 
retailer intends to distribute it to a minor. 

(3) In this section "crime comic" means any book, magazine or other printed matter 
consisting of narrative material in pictorial form, commonly known as a comic book 
and which depicts, in substantial part, acts of indecency, h01Tor, terror, physical torture 
01' brutality. 

(4) This section does not apply to the portrayal of historical or current events or of 
literary works of recognized merit unless acts are so depicted as to demonstrate a pur
pose to incite, advocate or encourage the commission of crime or to exploit minors' in
terest in the commission of acts of indecency, horror, terror, physical torture or brutality. 

947.10 Cruelty to animals. (1) Whoever does any of the following may be fined 
not more than $500 or impl'isonednot more than one year in county jailor both: 

(a) Intentionally tortures any animal, or without justification kills any domestic ani
mal of another without the owner's consent; or 

(b) Abandons or fails without reasonable excuse to provide necessary food, care or 
shelter for any animal in his custody; or 

(c) Intentionally poisons any domestic animal of another without the owner's consent 
or places poison in any place with intent that it be taken by a domestic animal of an
other' or 

(d) Intentionally transports or confines any animal in a cruel manner ; or 
(e) Intentionally pm_-ticipates in the earnings of any place for baiting or fighting ani. 

mals or intentionally maintains 01' allows any place to be used for such purpose. 
(2) As used in this section, "torture" does not i~clude bona. fide experiments carried 

on for scientific research or normal and accepted vetel'lllal'Y practIces. 
History: 1961 c. 665. 

947.15 Contributing to the delinquency of children; neglect; neglect contributing 
to death. (1) The following per.s~ns may be fin~d not l~ore than $500 or imprisoned 
not more than one year in county JaIlor both, and if death IS a consequence may be fined 
$1,000 or imprisoned not more than 5 years: 
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(a) Any person 18 or older who intentionally encourages 01' contributes to the de
linquency or neglect of any child; or 

(b) Any parent, guardian or legal custodian who by neglect or disregard of the morals, 
health or welfare of his child conhibutes to the delinquency of that child. 

(2) An act or faillU'e to act contributes to the delinquency or neglect of a child, al
though the child does not actually become neglected or delinquent, if the natural and 
probable consequences of that act or faillU'e to act would be to cause the child to become 
delinquent or neglected. 

Histor"yl 1961 c. 485. 




