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CHAPTER 14. 
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14.01 Time of choosing. A g'overnor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, treas
urer and an attorney-general shall be elected at the general election in each even-numbered 
year. A state superintendent shall be elected on the first Tuesday in April in the year 1917 
and quadrennially thereafter. 

14.02 Terms. The regular full term of office of the state superintendent com
mences on the first Monday of July, and the regular full term of each other officer enu
merated in section 14.01 commences on the first Monday of January, next succeeding his 
election. 

14.03 Oaths. Each of the officers enumerated in section 14.01 shall take and sub
scribe the oath of office prescribed by the constitution, as follows: The governor and lien
tenant governor, before entering upon the duties of his office; the secretary of state, treas
urer, attorney-general and state superintendent, within twenty days after receiving no
tice of his election and before entering upon the duties of his office. 

14.04 Official bonds. (1) The secretary of state, treasurer and attorney-general 
shall each furnish a bond to the state, at the time he takes and subscribes his oath of office, 
conditioned for the faithful discharge of the duties of his office, and his duties as a mem
ber of the board of commissioners of the public lands, and in the investment of the funds 
arising therefrom. The bond of each of said officers shall be further conditioned for the 
faithful performance by all persons appointed or employed by him in his office of their 
duties ·and trusts therein, and for the delivery over to his successor in office, or to any 
person authorized by law to receive the same, of all moneys, books, records, deeds, bonds, 
secmities and other property and effects of whatsoever nature belonging to his said offices. 

(2) Each of saiel bonds shall be subject to the approval of the governor and shall be 
guaranteed by resident freeholders of this state, or by a surety company as provided in 
section 204.07. The amount of each such bond, and the number of sureties thereon if 
guaranteed by resident freeholders, shall be as follows: secretary of state, $25,000, with 
sufficient sureties; treasurer, $100,000, with not less than 6 sureties; and the attorney
general, $10,000, with not less than 3 sureties. 

14.05 Treasurer's bond; extends to; cost of. The bond of the treasurer shall ex
tend to the faithful execution of the duties of the office of treasurer until his successor is 

• 
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elected and fully qualified; and, if he elects to give bond guaranteed by a surety com~ 
pany, the cost thereof and of any additional hond required of and furnished by him and 
so guaranteed shall he horne hy the state and shall be paid out of the appropriation to 
the treasury department, if the cost thereof does not exceed one-fourth of one per cent, 
per annum, of the amount of said bond. 

14.06 Additional bonds. The attorney-general shall renew his bond in a larger 
amount and with additional security, and the treasurer shall give an additional bond, 
when required by the governor. 
,~ .. 14.07' Official oaths and bonds; where filed. The official oaths of the governor, lieu~ 
tenant govemor and the state superintendent shall be filed in the office of the secretary of 
state. The official oaths and bonds of the secretary of state, treasurer and attorney-general 
shall be filed in the executive office. 

14.08 Offices in capitol. The governor, secretary of state, treasurer, attorney-gen
eral and the state superintendent shall each keep his office in the state capitol. 

14.09 Governor's office; appointees. The governor may appoint and fix the com
pensation of such employes as he may cleem necessary for the execution of the functions 
of the executive office. He may at pleasure remove any of said appointees. 

14.10 Records and documents; custodian of. The private secretary to the gov
ernor, for purposes of authentication, is custodian of the public records and documents 
in the executive office. 

14.11 Executive privy seal. The executive privy seal, a written description of 
which is deposited in the office of the secretary of state, is the seal of the private secre
taryto the governor, with which all his official certificates shall be authenticated. 

14.12 State property; legal protection of. The governor, whenever in his opinion 
the rights, interests or property of the state have been or are liable to be injuriously 
affected, may require the attorney-general to institute and prosecute any proper action or 

, proceeding for the redress or prevention thereof; and whenever he receives notice of any 
action or proceediug between other parties by which the rights, interests or property of 
the state are liable to be injuriously affected, he shall inform the attorney-general thereof 
and require him to take such steps as may be necessary to protect such rights, interests, 01' 

property. 
The governor is authorized to direct the a reapportionment action are It proper 

·attorney general to commence a parens charge against the state. State'ex reI. Rey
patriae type of action to enforce the consti- nolds v. Smith, 19 W (2d) 577, 120 NW (2d) 
tutional rights of its citizens and the state 664. 
is a proper party to the action. The costs in 

14.13 Employment of special counsel. (1) The governor, if in his opillion the pub
lic interest requires such action, may employ special counsel in the following cases: 

(a) To assist the attorney-general in any action or proceeding; 
(b) To act instead of the attorney-general in any action or proceeding, if the attor-

ney-general is in any way interested adversely to the state; , 
(c) To defend any action instituted by the attorney-general against any officer of the 

state; 
(d) To institute and prosecute an action or proceeding which the attorney-general, by 

reason of his opinion as to the validity of any law, or for any other reason, deems it his 
duty to defend mther than prosecute. 

(2) When special counsel is employed, a contract. in writing shall be entered into be
tween, the state and such counsel, in which shall be fixed the compensation to be paid such 
counsel by the state. The contract shall be executed in behalf of the state by the gov
ernor, and. shall be filed in the office of the secretary of state. Such compensation shall 
be charged to the legal expense appropriation provided in s. 20.180 (2). 

14.14 E;xecution of releases and satisfactions. Unless otherwise provided by law, 
the governor and attorney-general may release or satisfy any lien or other obligation in 
favor of the state, upon payment by the obligor of the full amount clue thereon or of the 
amount provided in any compromise settlement duly entered into and approved as pro
-vided by law. When such release or satisfaction is required to lJe under seal, the secre
tary of state shall affix the great seal of the state and authenticate the signatures of said 
officers. 

14.15 Inspection and investigation of institutions. The governor may visit and in
spect at any time any public institution of this state which is supported in whole or in 
part by appropriations by the state; and,in the case of state institutions, he may also 
cause an investigation to be made of any thereof, or of any matter connected with or of 
any employe in any such institution, and may appoint a suitable person therefor, and 
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shall require a written report thereof. Such investigator shall be paid not to exceed six 
dollars and fifty cents a day for each day actually and necessarily required in performing 
the duties imposed, and shall be reimbursed all actual expenses thereby incurred. The 
cost of any such investigation shall be charged to the appropriation for the state institu
tion under investigation. 

14.16 Require additional bond of treasurer. The governor shall require the treas
urer to give additional bond, within such time, in such reasonable amount not exceeding 
the funds in the treasury, and with such security as he shall direct and approve, whenevh· 
the funds in the treasury exceed the amount of the treasurer's bond; or whenever thegov
ern or deems the treasurer's bond insufficient by reason of the insolvency, death or removal. 
from the state of any of the sureties, or from any other cause. 

14.17 Reports to legislature. The governor shall communicate to the legislature at 
the commencement of each regular session the reports of all state officers, commissions, ' 
boards, and departments required by law to report to him, including the reports of state 
officers whose terms of office have expired covering the transactions in their respective 
offices from the thirtieth day of June in the last year of theil' terms, and, at the tinie of 
communicating said reports, shall render to the legislature a statement of all expenditures 
made by him out of any contingent fnnd appropriated for the contingent expenses of the 
executive office. He shall report biennially to the legislature the condition of each of the 
public institutions of this state which are snpported in whole or in part by appropriations' 
by the state with such recommendations as he deems propel'. I 

14.18 Deposit of acts; notice. The governor shall cause all legislative acts,vhich 
have become laws by his approval or otherwise to be deposited in the office of the secre
tary of state without delay, and shall inform thereof the house in which the respective 
acts originated. 

14.19 Rewards. Whenever any person convicted of or charged with any felony es
capes, or whenever any heinous crime has been committed, the governor may offer are"' 
ward of not to exceed five hundred dollars for the apprehension and delivery of such per. 
son or the conviction of the perpetrator of such crime. If such reward is claimed, whether 
by one 01' more persons, the governor shall finally determine to whom the same shall be 
paid, and, if to more than one person what portion to each, and shall certify his deter~ 
mination to the secretary of state. No such offer of a reward hy the governor shall impose:' 
any actionable liability on the state. 

14.20 Land claims against United States; receipt of payment. The governor is au
thorized to receive from the United States treasury department, from time to time, as ,he 
sees fit to draw for the same, the five pel' centum of the net proceeds of sales of the public 
lands to which this state is or shall be entitled, pursuant to the act of cong'l'ess approved 
AUgllst sixth, eighteen hundred and forty-six, and to execute the proper vouchers there. 
for. When received he shall pay the same into the state treasury to the credit of the 
school fund. 

14.21 Patents to railroad lands. Whenever the governor shall have executed and 
delivered to any railway or other corporation a patent from this state of any land inuring 
to such corporation under or through any grant from the United States and the laws of 
this state, ,md subsequent to the delivery of any such patent the United States shall patent .' 
or certify said land or any part thereof to this state as inuring under such grant,. he may 
in his discretion execute and deliver to such corporation a new patent of said land by way 
of further assurance of title to the same, reciting the fact of the execution and delivery 
of .said pl'ior patent and the subsequent issue by the United States of a patent or cert.ified • 
list of the said land, and that the said new patent is made by viTtue of the provisions of 
this section and for the purposes aforesaid; and the additional patent shall be entitled to the 
same force and effect as a conveyance and as evidence as other state patents have bylaw. 

14.22 Appointments subject to confirmation. Whenever the governor is author
ized to make any appointment to office by and with the advice and consent of the senate, 
and the legislature is not in session at the time such office should be filled, he may make 
appointment thereto, suhject to the approval of the senate at the next succeeding session 
of the legislature, and all such appointments shall be as valid and effectual from the time 
when so made until twenty days after such meeting of the legislature as if he possessed 
the absolute power of appointment. 

Cross Refel'ellce: See 17.20 for further provision on appointments. to fill v1j.cancies in 
state offices. 

14.225 Review of certain rules by governor. After August 7, 1951, any general. 
code covering a particular subject adopted by the state department of agriculture 01' by 
the state board of health shall be submitted to the governor 30 days in advance of the 
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proposed effective date. If any taxpayer complains in writing to the governor, thc gov
ernor may suspend the effective date of such code until such time as the proposed code 
is approved by the legislature. If the governor does so suspend the code, he shall send the 
PI'oposed code with his certificate of snspension to the secretary of state for transmittal 
to the legislature at its next session. If the governor finds an emergency exists, he may 
waive the 30-day period herein provided, and the code shall go into effect at a date desig
nated by him. This section shall not affect requirements of other statutes as to notice, 
hearing, publication and filing of copies of codes. 

14.23 Holiday proclamations. The governor, by proclamation, may set apart one 
day each year to be designated as Arbor and Bird Day, and may request its observance 
by all schools, colleges mId other institutions by the planting of trees, the adornment of 
school and public grounds, and by suitable exercises having for their object the advance
ment of the study of m:boriculture, the promotion of a spirit of protection to birds and 
trees, and the cultivation of an appreciative sentiment concerning them. He may also 
set aside, in said manner, the third Sunday in May in each year to be designated as Cit.
izenship Day, and shall request its observance by all circuit court judges, comIty boards, 
municipalities, colleges and other institutions, and by suitable exercises for all those per
sons who have recently become enfranchised either by naturalization or by reaching their 
majority with the necessity of exercising' responsible, vigilant and intelligent citizenship 
to safeguard and maintain our inalienable American liberties, freedom of person, stability, 
strength, endurance of our democratic institutions, ideals and leadership. He may also 
set apart, in said manner, one day in each year to be observed as Labor Day. The gov
ernor shall annually issue a proclamation calling attention to the fact that November 11 
is the alllliversary of Veterans Day, and requesting' the people throughout the state to 
observe by appropriate exercises the haUl' at which the al'mistice following World War I 
was concluded. The governor is authorized to annually proclaim the second Sunday in 
Mayas Mother's Day and to urge the people and organizations to display the American 
flag as a public expression of love and reverence for the mothers of our state and as a 
symbol of a united effort to inspire better homes and closer union between the state, its 
homes and its sons and daughters. The governor may annually proclaim the last Sunday 
in September as Gold Star Mother's Day and call upon the people and organizations to 
display the American flag and hold appropriate meet.ings in their homes, churches and 
other suitable places as a public expression of love, sorrow and reverence for the gold 
star mothers of our state. 

14.233 Governor to co-ordinate state services. The governor is directed to co
ordinate and insure the provision of services required by more than one state agency, 
including without limitation because of enumeration, the use of state communication 
facilities, business equipment andl'eIatec1 personnel so as to permit more efficient and eco
nOlnical operation of state agencies. The cost of such services shall be cha.rged according 
to the provisions of s. 20.903. 

14.235 Citizenship day. (1) GENERAL. To redirect the attention of the citizens 
of \~isconsin (particularly those who are about to exercise the franchise for the first 
time) to the fundamentals of American government and to American traditions, any 
county, municipal or school board may annually provide for and appropriate funds for 
a program of citizenship education which stresses, through fl'ce and frank discussion of 
a noupolitical, nonsectarian and nonpartisan nature, the doctl'ine of democracy, the duties 
and l'esponsibilities of elective and appointive officel's, the rcsponsibilities of voters in a 
republic and the organization, functions and operation of g·overnment. This progTam 
should culminate in a ccremony of induction to citizenship fo], those who have been en
franchised within the past yeal'.Any county may determine to conduct such ceremony 
either on or within the octave of the day designated by congress or proclaimed by the 
president of the United States as Citizenship Day. The board may carry out this func
tion in sueh manner as it determines. The secretary of state, superintendent of public 
instruction and other state officers and departments shall ro-opel'ate with the participating 
units of government by the dissemination of available information which will stimulate 
interest in the g'overnment of Wisconsin and its subdivisions. 

(2) MUiWAUKEE COUNTY. In counties containing a city of the first class, responsi
bility for planning the citizenship training program and appropriate exel'cises for Citi
zenship Day shall be the joint responsibility of the county superintendent of schools, the 
director of the school of vocational and adult education and the city superintendent of 
schools of any city of the first class, but the county superintendent shalll'cmain responsible 
for clerical service. In su~h counties the county board may establish a comlnission to ac
complish the intent of this subsection; such commission or the county superintendent shall, 
within the limitations of sub. (1), set the date for the observance. 
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14.24 Conferences of governors. The governor is authorized to attend and repre
sent the state at all conferences of goverllors, and to make snch arrangements as he may 
deem necessary for this state to bear its share of the expenses of snch conferences. All 
expenses incurred under this section shall be chal'ged to the propel' appropriation for the 
executive department. 

14.25 Secretary of state; assistant secretary. The secretary of state may appoint, 
in writing, an assistant secretary of state who may perform and execute any of the duties 
of the secretary of state, except as commissioner of the public lands. The assistant sec
retary shall take and subscribe the oath of office prescribed by the constitution and shall 
give bond to the secretary of state, in such sum and with such conditions as the said 
secretary prescribes, conditioned for the faithful discharge of his duties. Such oath shall 
be filed and preseIved in the executive ofj'ice. 

14.26 Great and lesser seals. (1) The state shall have a great seal and a lesser 
seal both of which shall be kept in the office of the secretary of state. 

(2) The great seal of the state consists of a metallic disc, two and three-eighths inches 
in diameter, containing, within an ornamental border, the following devices and legend: 
The coat of arms of the state, as in section 1.07 described; above the arms, in a line par
allel with the border, the words, "Great Seal of the State of ,Visconsin;" in the exergue, 
in a curved line, thirteen stars. 

(3) A lesser seal, one and three-fourths inches in diameter, engraved with the device 
of the great seal, with the words, "Seal of the Secretary of State," in a curved line above, 
and the words, "State of Wisconsin," in a curved line below such device, is the seal of the 
secretary of state, and may be used to authenticate all papers and documents issued by 
him, except the official acts of the governor, and such copies of the laws and records in the 
office of said secretary as may be required for use as evidence in any other state, territory 
or country. 

14.27 Custodian of deeds, securities, oaths and bonds. All deeds, conveyances, iJ.l;J
stracts of title, options and leases of land; and, unless otherwise directed by law, all 
bonds, mortgages and other securities, for money, belonging to this state, and all official 
oaths and bonds shall be deposited and preserycd in the office of the secretary of state and 

.. be open to public inspection. 

14.29 Secretary of state, duties. The secretary of state shall: 
(1) RECORD EXECUTIVE ACTS. Keep a record of the official acts of the executive de

partment and, when required, lay the same and all matters relative thereto before either 
branch of the legislature. 

(2) AFFIX GREAT SEAL: REGISTER COMMISSIONS. Affix the great seal to and counter
sign all commissions issued and other official acts done by the governor, his approba
tion of the laws excepted; and make a register of such commissions in a book provided 
by him therefor, specifying the person to whom issued, the office conferred, and the· date 
and term of the commission. 

(3) BAVE CUSTODY OF BOOKS, RECORDS, ETC. Have the custody of all books, r~cords, 
deeds, bonds, parchments, maps, papers and other articles and effects belonging to, the 
state, deposited 01' kept in his office, and, from time to time, make ,such provision for the 
arrangement and preservation thereof as is necessary, and keep the same, together ',[ith all 
accounts and transactions of his office open at all times to the inspection and examination 
of the governor or any committee of either or both houses of the legislature. 
, (4) REPORT TO GOVERNOR. Report biennally to the governor, within 60 days after 
June 30 in each even-numbered year any matters pertaining' to his office as secretary 
and, when required, furnish the governor or either branch of the legislature, in writing, 
any information r6lative to the performance of the duties of his office. ' 

(5) KEEP ENROLLED LAWS, ETC. Safely keep all enrolled laws and resohltions, and 
not permit any of them to be taken out of his office or inspected except in his presence, 
unless by order of the governor or by resolution of one or both houses of the legislature. 
For any violation of this subsection he shall forfeit the sum of one hundred dollars. 

(6) CAUSE ENROLLED LAWS TO BE BOUND. Cause the original enrolled laws and joint 
resolutions passed at each session of the legislature, together with the index containing the 
titles of the same, to be bound in suitable volumes in a substantial manner, and in the 
order in which they are received from the governor, and the title thereof,with the session 
at which the same were passed, to be written 01' printed on the back of such volumes; and 
no other 01' further record of the official acts of the legislature, so far as relates to acts 
and joint resolntimls, shall be required of said secretary. iii; - . 
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(7) REFUNDS. (a) Fees received under s. 137.01 (1) in advance of the due date shall 
be deposited to the credit of the state of Wisconsin, in the name of the secretary of state 
in a duly qualified state depository to be used for the payment of notary fees when due. 

(b) Any balance in the fund may be used to refund overpayments in fees paid to the 
secretary of state provided that such payment from the fund be repaid within 10 days. 

(8) KEEP AND REPORT STATElIIENT OF FEES. Keep a detailed statement of all fees re
ceived by him and include a summary of such statement in his biennial report . 

. (9) FURNISH. CERTIFIED COPIES. Make a copy of any law, resolution, deed, bond, 
record, document 01' paper deposited 01' kept in his office, upon request therefor, attach 
thereto his ce~·tificate, with the great 01' lesser seal affixed, and collect therefor, .25 cents 
pel' folio and $2 for such certificate; also to record any document authorized or re
quired by law to be recorded in his office, and to charge therefor a fee of 25, cents per 
folio. The fee for certified copies of appointments, certificates of incorporations or 
amendments, licenses of foreign corporations, or similar certificates, and for cm'tificates 
as to results of search of the records and files of his office, when a printed form is used, 
shall, be $2, but when a specially prepared form is required the fee shall be $2.50. The 
minimum fee for any certificate under his hand ana seal shall be $2. 

(10) PUBLISH PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AlIIENDlIIENTS AND LAWS. Publish the laws 
as provided by s. 985.04 (2) and to publish in the official state paper onee a week for 3 
months immediately preceding any general election, such proposed constitutional amend
ments as were approved for the first time by the legislature preceding such electio;n. 

(11) OTHER DUTIES. Perform such other duties as are imposed upon him by the con
stitution or by law. 

(12) DISCRIMINATION BY CORPORATIONS. If a complaint shall be made to him that 
any' corporation authorized to do business in this state is guilty of, unfair discrimination 
within the terms of ss. 100.22 and 100.23, refer the matter to the attorney general, who 
shall, if the facts justify it in his judgment, co-operate with the district attorney and 
cause proceedings to be commenced in the propel' court against such corporation and its 
officei·s and members.· 

History: 1961 c. 622; 1963 c. 224. 

14.41 Assistant treasurer; oath; bond; powers. The treasurer may appoint, in 
writing, an assistant state treasurer who may perform and execute any of the duties of 
the treasurer, except as commissioner of the public lands. The assistant treasurer shall 
take and Slibscribe the oath of office prescribed by the constitution and shall give bond to 
the treasurer, in such sum and with such conditions as the treasurer prescribes, condi
tioned for the faithful discharge of his duties. The oath of the assistant treasurer and the 
certificate of his appointment shall be filed and preserved in the office of the secretary of 
state. Such employes as the treasurer may require shall give bond to the state of Wiscon
sin in such sum and with such conditions as the treasurer prescribes, conditioned .for the 
faithful discharge of their duties; the cost thereof to be charged to the appropriations 
made by s. 20.820. . 

14.42 Duties of treasurer. The treasurer shall: 
(1) HAVE CUSTODY OF MONEYS. Receive and have charge of all money paid into the 

treasury, and payout the same as directed by law. Checks on depositories in which 
moneys may be deposited shall be signed in one of the following methods: 

(a) by the treasurer personally; 
(b) by an assistant state treasurer, appointed as provided in section 14,41 of the 

statutes, in the name of the treasurer; 
(c) by any clerk in his department designated by him in the name of the treasurer; 

or 
(d) by placing on a check the facsimile signature of the treasurer adopted by him 

as a facsimile signature. Any depository shall be fully warranted and protected in 
making payment on any check bearing' such facsimile notwithstanding that the same 
may have been placed thereon without the treasurer's authority. 
, (2) ISSUE COUNTERSIGNED RECEIPTS. Issue receipts for all money paid to him, which, 
before their delivery, shall be countersigned by the commissioner of administration; and 
no receipt, unless so countersigned, shaH be evidence of the payment of any money into 
the treasury. 

(3) PAY CLAIUS AS PRESENTED. Pay all claims authorized to be paid out of the h'eas-
ury in the order in which they are presented, giving a preference to no one. . 

(4) PAY ON WARRANTS SUUS AUTHORIZED BY LAW. Payout of the treasury, on de
mand, upon the warrants of the departme~lt of administration and not otherwise such 
sums only as are al'fthorized by law to 'he so paid, if there be appropriate flUlds the~ein 
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to pay the same, and, when any sum is required to be paid out of a particular. fund, • pay 
it out of such fund only; and upon each such wa,rrant, when payment is made in cm'Tency, 
talce the receipt, indorsed on or annexed thereto, of the payee therein named or his author
ized agent or assignee. 

(5) ACCOUNT FOR INTEREST. Pay into the treasury and account for 1\11 sums directly 
or indirectly received by him by virtue of his office, or as interest or compensation for the 
use, deposit or forbearance of any state moneys in his hands 01' under his control. 

(6) KEEP CASH AND FUND ACCOUNTS. Keep records showing the number, date alld 
amount of each cash receipt issued by his office and classifying said receipts by state 
funds; keep also records showing th8< check number, date, payee and amolmt of each cash 
disbursement and classifying said disbursements by state flUIds; verify at. the end of each 
week the amounts shown by his records to represent total cash balance and cash balances 
of individual state funds by comparing said amounts with c01Tesponding balances appear
ing on records maintained by t.he depm'tment of administra.tion. 

(7) PERMIT EXAlIIINATION OF BOOKS. Permit at all times inspection and examination 
of the books, pa,pers and transactions of his office by the governor, secretm'Y of state, 
attol1ley general, depmtment of administration, depm·tment of state audit, or by the legis
lature, or any committee thereof, or of either branch thereof. 

(8) REPORT TO GOVERNOR QUARTERLY. Report to the governor quarterly, or oftener if 
required, the total amount of funds in the treasury, specifying in what kind of currency 
they consist, the amount of each kind, and the amount belonging to each separate fund, 
and also what amounts are in each of the state depositories, together with the interest 
earned thereon, and also all defalcations and neglect of duty of any disbursing or collect
ing officer or agent of the state, and any information pertaining to the duties of his. office 
he may think proper or the goyernor may require. . .. 

(9) REPORT TO GOVER·NOR BIENNIAl<LY. Report to the govel'llor, within 20 days .after 
June 30 in each even-numbered year, a statement showing for each of the 2 preceding 
fiscal years the cash balance in each state fund at the beginning of the year, the . aggregate 
amount of receipts credited and the aggregate amount of disbursements charged to each 
said fund during the year .and the resultant cash balance in each state fund at the end of 
the year. This statement shall further show as of the .end of each said 2 years, at ·.par, the 
aggregate value of secmities held for each state fund and the aggregate value of securities 
held in trust or deposited for safekeeping, and shall show the manner in which the total 
cash balance was accounted for by listing the balances on deposit in each bank· account, 
deducting from the total of such bank balances the aggregate amount of checks outstanding 
and adding thereto the aggregate amount of ca:;h and cash items in office. 

(10) REPORT CERTAIN PAYMENTS. Whenever the state treasrlrer or any state depart
ment shall remit to any county, city, town or village I:lllY sum in payment of a state aid, 
locally shared tax or other item, he shall transmit a statement of the amount and purpose 
thereof to the clerk of such municipality. After the receipt thereof, the clerk of such 
municipality shall present such statement at the next regular meeting of the governing 
body and shall thereafter file and keep such statement for 6 years. 

(11) MAKE CERTIFIED COPIES. Make a certified copy of any deed, bond, document or 
paper filed in his office, and transcripts from the books ailCl l'ecords kept therein, whenre
quired by any person so to do; and collect therefor bVelve cents pel' folio, and twellty"five· 
cents for such certificate. . , . , 

(12) STAMP CHECKS AND DRAFTS. Cause to he plainly printed or stampe,d upon ,all 
checks and drafts issued by him, the words "Void if not presented f01:. payment. within 
one year." Any check or draft not presented for payment within th,e aforesaid period or. 
one year shall be properly .canceled by the state treasurer on his records and the amount 
thereof credited to the fund upon which it was drawn. Notice of such cancellation. and. 
credit shall be immediately submitted by the state treasurer to t4e department of adminis
tration. 

(13) SERVICES IN CONNECTION WITH SECURITIES HELD IN TRUST. Upon request tl:tere
for from any company, corporation, society, order or association which has seclirities 0)1, 

deposit with him, in trust, mail to its address from time to time not to exceed sixty days 
before. the same become due, any or all interest coupons; rcturn to. it any or all bonds, 
notes or other deposits as they becollle due and are replaced by othe~' secID'ities j cut all in
terest coupons, make any indorsement of interest 01' otherwise on any such securities j arid 
co!lect therefor from the company, corporation, society, ordcr or association making the 
request, a fee of twenty-five cents for a single coupon cut, or for eachent1'Y of interest 
indorsed on a note or return of a bond, note or other security, and a fee of tim cents 
for ea,ch additional coupon cut, or entry of interest indorsed on a note, bond 01' other se
curity, and may withhold any and all coupons cut or refuse indorsement of interest on 
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securities until such fee shall have been paid. Such fees shall be paid into the state treas
ury as a part of the general fund, and no extra charge shall be required for postage or 
registered mail. 

(14) OTHER DUTIES. Per1'orm all other duties imposed upon him by law. 
(15) ADVERTISE RECEIPT OF MONEY BY ESOHEAT. The state treasurer, upon receipt 

of any money under ss. 238.136 and 318.03, shall forthwith advertise the fact in the state 
paper by giving the name of the decedent, the time and place of his death, the amount 
paid into the treasury, the personal representative paying the same, the COlUlty in which 
the estate is probated, and that the money will be paid to the heirs or legatees withoutjn
terest, on proof of ownership, if applied for within 7 years from the date of publication 
in the manner provided in s. 318.03. The cost of such advertising' shall be charged to 
the al)propi'iation for the treasury department. 

(16) ANNUAL STATEMENT. The state treasurer shall render a statement annually to 
the state of Wisconsin investment board of the cost of services rendered to said board. 
Upon receipt of such statement, the board shall certify the amount thereof to the depart
lIlent of administration to be paid into the general fund out of the appropriation for the 
:;tate of Wisconsin investment board for the cost of making its investments. 

(17) SAFEKEEPING REOEIPTS ~'OR FEDERAL SEOURITIES. Whenever any federal securi
ties are purchased under authority of any law and the state treasurer is custodian thereof 
he may accept and hold safekeeping receipts of a federal reserve hank for such securities. 
Each such receipt shall he identified on its face with the name of the fund to which the 
securities described in the receipt belong. 

14.44 Banks, foreign control, ineligibility as depository. Whenever the ownership, 
control or power to vote a majority interest in the stock of any state or national bank 
doing husiness in "Wisconsin shall be held or in any manner exercised by any foreign cor
poration, association or trust which shall not have filed its articles of incorporation and 
obtained authority to do business in tIns state as provided in sections 180.801, 180.813 to 
180.821 and 180.845, such bank shall not be qualified to act as depository for any public 
funds of the state of "Wisconsin or of any subdivision thereof, nor as a depository for 
reserve funds of state banks until the provisions of said sections shall be complied wil h 
by such foreign corporation, association or trust. 

14.47 Cashier in secretary of state's office bonded. The cashier and assistant 
cashiers in the office of the secretary of state shall give bonds to the secretary of state in 
such sum and with such conditions as he may prescribe, conditioned for the faithful dis .. 
charge of their duties. Said bonds shall be furnished by a surety company authorized to 
do business in this state and the cost thereof shall not exceed one-fourth of one per cent 
per annum on the amount of said bond or obligation by said surety executed and shall be 
nayable from the appropriation to the secretary of state. 

14.49 Apportionment of interest. The total interest earned on state moneys in 
aU depositories shall be apportioned quarterly or oftener by the state treasurer among, 
added to and become a part of the several funds. 

14:52 Deputy and assistant attorneys general. The attorney general may appoint 
a deputy attorney general and assistants each of whom shall be an attorney at law ad
niitted to practice in this state. The deputy attorney general shall give a bond to the 
state in the sum of $5,000, with good and sufficient sureties, to be approved by the gov
ernor, conditioned for the faithful performance of his duties, and in the absence or disa
bility of the attol'ney general, he may do and perform all the acts provided by statute to 
he performed hy the attol'lley general, and the attorney general shall be responsible for 
all acts of his deputy. The said appointees shall perform such duties as the attorney gen
eral·prescribes. Such appointments shall·be made by writing filed in the office of the sec
retary of state, and such appointees shall take and suhscribe the constitutional oath of 
office, which shall also be so filed. 

~;14,525 Anti-trust; duty of attorney general's office:· (1) Of the assistant attorneys 
gfine1;al appointed under the provisions of section 14.52, .one shall be assig'nef1 to the 
investigation and prosecution of violations arising under the provisions of chapter 133' 
and shall carry out the duties ililposed on the attol'lley general by said chapter. It shall' 
he the duty of all officers, departments, bureaus and commissions of the state government 
to l'eport to the assistant attorney general in charge of anti-trust prosecutions all viola-' 
tions of chapter 133 which shall come to their attention and they shall co-operate 1vith and' 
assist him in the investigation and prosecution of such violations. 

(2) The assistant attorney general in charge of antitrust investigations and prosecll~' 
tions is to co~operate actively with the aJltitrnst c1ivisi~n of t~e U.S. c1epa.rtment of justice. 
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in everything that concerns monopolistic practices in Wisconsin, and also to co-operate 
actively with ,the state department of agriculture in the work which this agency is carry
ing on under s. 100.20 of the ma~'keting law with regm'd to monopolistic practices in the 
field of agriculture and with the federal trade commission on matters arising in 01' affect
ing Wisconsin which pertain to its jurisdiction. 

14.526 Division of criminal investigation. (1) There is created within the office 
of the attorney general the division of criminal investigation for the purpose of investi
gating crime which is state-wide in nature, importance or influence. 

(2) Of the assistant attorneys general appointed under s. 14.52, one shall be as
sig'ned to initiating and supervising the investigations referred to in sub. (1), and the 
attorney general shall appoint, under the classified service, not to exceed 5 investigators 
for said division who shall have the same general police powers as are conferred upon 
peace officers. Such investigators shall: 

(a) 1. Be graduates of a law school approved by the American bar association, 01' 

2. Be licensed as certified public accountants, and 
3. Have training and experience equivalent to that of an investigator for the federal 

bureau of investigation; or 
(b) Any person who has had at least 10 years' experience in investigating crime. 
(3) Local district attorneys, sheriffs and chiefs of police are directed to co-operate and 

assist the personnel of the division in the detection of the crimes enumerated herein. 
History: 1963 c. 319. 

14.53 Duties of attorney general. The attorney general shall: 
(1) REPRESENT STATE. Appear for the state and prosecute or defend all actions and 

proceedings, civil or criminal, in the supreme court, in which the state is interested or a 
party, and attend to and prosecute or defend all civil cases sent or remanded by the su
preme court to any circuit court in which the state is a party; and, when requested by the 
governor or either branch of the legislature, appear for the state and prosecute or defenll 
in any court or before any officer, any cause 01' matter, civil or criminal, in which the 
state or the people thereof may be in anywise interested. 

(2) PROSECUTE BREACHES OF BONDS AND CON'IRACTS. Prosecute, at the request of the 
governor, or of the head of any department of the state government any official bond or 
any contract in which the state is interested, deposited with any of them, upon a breach 
thereof, and prosecute or defend for the state all actions, civil 01' criminal, relating to any 
matter connected with any of their departments except in those cases where other provi
sion is made. 

(3) ADVISE DISTRICT ATTORNEYS. Consult and advise with the district attorneys when 
requested by them in all matters pertaining to the duties of their office. 

(4) GIVE OPINION TO OFFIOERS. Give his opinion in writing, when required, without 
fee, upon all questions of law submitted to him by the legislature or either branch thereof, 
or by the head of any department of the state government. 

(5) PROTECT TRUST FUNDS. Examine all applications for loans from any of the trust 
funds, and furnish to the commissioners of public lands his opinion in writing as to the 
regulaTity of each such application, and also of the validity of any bonds or other secUli
ties purchased for the benefit of such funds. 

(5a) EXAMINATION OF BONDS, CERTIFICATE OF ATTORNEY GENERAL. EXaIuine a certi
fied copy of ~l proceedings preliminary to any issue of state bonds, and, if found regu
la~'<U1d valid, indorse on each bond his certificate of such examination and validity, and' 
that said bond is incontestable, except for constitutional reasons, unless an action making 
such contest shall be brought in a court having jurisdiction of the action within thirty 
days from the date of said certificate, and make similar examinations and certificates re
specting municipal bonds in the cases specified in subsection (3) of section 67.02, except 
that the thirty days' limitation shall commence to run upon the recording of the attorney 
general's certificate in the office of the clerk of the municipality issuing the bonds, and 
the certificate shall so state. . 

(5m) LEGAL SERVICEj ApPROPRIATION. It shall be the duty of the attorney general to 
furnish all legal services required by the state of Wisconsin investment board, the high
way. commission, the motor vehicle department, the conservation commission, the state 
teachers retirement board, the board of trustees of the Wisconsin retirement fund, and 
the department of veterans' affairs, together with such other services, including steno
graphic and investigational, as are necessarily connected with such legal work. The at
tOl'lley general shall at the end of each fiscal year render to the respective departments 
herein enumerated a, statement of the total cost of such legal and other services including 
travel expenses and legal expenses enumerated in s. 20.180 (3). Upon receipt of such 
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statement, the respective department head shall cedifythe amount thereof to the depart
ment of administra,tion to be paid into the general fund of the state treasury out of, his 
proper appropriation. 

(6) PREPARE FORMS. Prepa're,whenever requested by the head of any department o£ ' 
the state government, proper drafts of forms for contracts and other writings which may' 
b~ \~ll.pted for the use of the state. 

'(7) TURN STAXE, MONEYS'INTO TREASURY. Pay into the state treasury ali money re-
ceived by him belonging to the state, immediately uponl'e~eipt thereof. ' 

(8) KEEP, RECORD OF AOTIONS; Keep a record of all actions and demand$, prosecuted 
or defended by him on behalI of the .state and all proceedings had in relation thereto. 

(9) ,KEEP STATEMENT OF FEES.' Keep a detailed statementoI all fees,inc1uding his' 
fees as commissioner of public lands, received by him dlll'ing the preceding year,' and file 
such statement with the department of administration on or before the thirtieth day of, 
June in each yeaJ.·., 

(10) REPORT TO LEGISI,ATURE. Report to the legislature or either branch thereof, 
when requested, upon any matters pertaining to, the duties 'of his office. 

(11) GENERAL. Perform all other duties imposed upon him by law. 
(12) ATTORNEY FOR STATE EMPLOYES. The attorney' general sha:ll, at the request of 

the head' of any department 'of state government approved by the governor, appeal' for 
and defend, in any court of the state where an action may have been ,brought, or may, 
be tried, any agent, inspector 01' employe of such department charged with the enfor,ce
ment of law, or the custody of inmates of state institutions or prosecution for violation 
of ,law, in any tort action' except' malpl;actice against him, based upon, any act done 01' 

inculTed in, or arising out of the lawful discharge of the duties of such agent, inspector 
or employe. ,Witness fees inclll'red in the defense of any ease under this section shall be 
paid as provided f\ll' iri section325.07. ,,' '" ; , 

, • j ". ", :'.;: i .' I • 

(13) REMOVE BARRIERS TO, TRADE, OR M;OVEMENT OF DAIRY P~ODUCTS. Theatto~'lley' 
general is authoriZied to take $uch action as he deems necessal'Y' inord,er to contest ,01' 

oppose existing statutes, ordinances, reg1.uations, orders or other trade baJ,ners which may, 
restriet the sale in other states of milk 01' other dairy prochicts produced in Wisconsin; to' 
study a'!ld inve~tigate problems concerning the free movement of milk arid other dairy 
products in interstate connnerce and to present the results thereof to such legislative and ," 
e:i:~cutive agencies of the federal go\'erl1lnel~t and the several states, such studies, i'nvesH.:'; 
gations anclpresentations to executive and legislative agencies to be nuide eIther indi
vidually or jointly ,nth others. ' ' " , ' 

History: 1961 c. 111. 

14.531 Attorney general, powers. Any civil action prosecuted by the attorney 
general by direction of any officer, departmeiIt,board or commission, shall be,compro
mised or discontinued when so directed by such officer, department, board 01' commission. 
Any civil action prosecuted by the attol'l1eygeneralon his initiative, or at the request 'of, 
any indivic1ualmay, in hisdisCJ;'etion, on approval of the governor, b,e cOlnpromised or dis
continued. Xn any crinunal action prosecutE?d by the IlttOl'ney genel;lll, he and the dep~ty 
arid as:;;istaJlt attorney general shall hav,e the same ,powers withrefeJ;'en~e to suc'h"action 
as are vested in district attorneys. , , , ,', ' ',' " 

'14:60 Official reports., The several officers, boards and commissions from whom an
nual 01' biennial reports are reqtlired to be nia'de to the g0'Vel'nor, and whose reports' covel' 
a period ending on the thirtieth day of June, shlillmake out and deposit with the governor, 
orioi' before tlie first day of January of each odd-numbered year, a report of the transac
tions in th~ir re~pective offices from the thilotieth day of June last preceding~ Slichl'e~ 
ports shall be published. with the ne,xtaminal or bie11l1iill i'eports of the same officers,' 
boards or commissiOl~S, respeQtively, 01; of their succes~ors. . , ~' " " 

• 14.61 Reports of receipts 'and disbursements' to governor. The 'respective 'state 
officers, heads or chiefs of bureaus and departments of the state service 'and' the sevel'lll 
boal;ds' having control of the charitable and pella] and educational institutions of the state, 
indudillg the state colleges and state university shall, on or before the tenth day: of J anu~ 
aJ.'S in each odd-lllUnbered year, make and deliver to the' governor a brief, succinct,' de.; 
tailed report of aU receipts and expenditures in their respective offices, bOaJ.'ds, bureaus 
or departments for the biennial terlll ending the, first lI1:onday of J anual'S . 

• 14.62 Report of expenses of departments. The l'espective state officers and chief" 
or heads 'of all bureaus and departments and l'egents of state university and state col
leges shall in each odd-numbered year, on or before the tenth day of; January makeanil, 
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deliver to the governor ih t~bulaj: forma complete, concise and detailed repod of the 
expenses of conducting such office, btlreau or department, state colleges and state uni~ 
versityfor each year of' the bieimial term ending' on the first Monday in J anua'ry preced
ing the date of such report, and shall accompany such report with a like detailed statement 
or report of the receipts and expenses of conducting such office, bureau or depm'tmerit 
for the. corresponding years of the 2 preceding biennial terms. 

14.66 State officers may require searches, etc., without fees. The secretary of state, 
treasurer and itttol'lley-general, respectively, are authorized to require searches in the .1'e
s:p~ctive officeS of each other and in the offices of the clerk of the supreme" COU:l:t, of the 
several.cii'cuit courts, of the cOlmty'courts or registers of deeds for any papers, records or 
documents necessary to the discharge of the duties of theil; respective offices, ancl to require 
copi,es thereof and ,extracts therefrom without the payment of any fee or charge \vhate::er. 

14.69 Record of positions, appointments. (1) On: or before July 1,1959, ancI an
nua:lly'thereafter on or before July: 1, each legislative, administr~tive and ju~li?ial ag.en~y 
of the stategovernmet1t shall submIt to the'secretary of state a hst of all pmntlOns Wlthm 
that agency outside the classified service and excluding the faculties lmder the jurisdiction 
of the board of regents of the university of Wisconsin and state colleges and the depart
ment of public instruction,' and above the clerical level which are filled by appointment, 
the term if there is one, together with the name of the incumbent, and the date of his 
appointment. ' 

., '. (2) The secretary of state shall keep a record of ,all such positions, the names of the 
incunlbents and the dates when the terms of illcul1lbents expire. 

'( 3) The secr'etary of state shall diligently scrutinize all new legislation as it is enacted 
todiscov~r positions abolished or created and shall notify each agency of such positions 
created or abolished. ' , 

,( 4) Sixty days prior to the expiration of the term of any person 'covereelby this see
tion; the secretary of·state shall notify the agency of the impending expiration of the term 
unl'ess the position expires with the enelof sueh term. 

(5) The' appointment officer shall promptly notify the secretary of state of any va
cancy occurring ill any sueh position because of resig'nation, disability or death as well as 
any appointments made to fill such vacaneies. . ' 

(6) Any officer or agency of the state authorized to select any officer of the state or 
member of a board, commission or committee outside the elassifiec1 service, whethel' ju
dicial, militalY or civil, shaH report· such selection to the secretary of state who shall record 
anel file sueh selection for information of the public. The department of administration 
shall nqt approvt;\ any pay roll or expense voucher for such position. until thp notice of 
appointment ll!~sbeenfileel With the secretary of state. . 

.14 .. 72. Board on government operations. . (1) Thel'~ is constituted a boal'el on gov
ernment operations to be composeel of the chairlllan of the senate finance committee, th\Ci 
.thail'n1.an of the assembly finance colllInitteeand 2 senators and 3 assemblymen to be ap
p\linted a~ are standing COllJnuttees ill the respeetive houses. Each house shall be repre
senteel- by' at least one member of each of the 2 parties having the gTeatest representation 
in each house. The boal'd on government operations shall choose its own chairman at itS 
p,rst me~ting,and biennially thereafter. In case of a vacancy in the chahmanship of either 
£i,nance committee, due to death, resignation, disability or other cause occurring eluring th~ 
interim of, the,legislature, the next ranking member of the finance committee of that hou~e 
I,tccorc1ing to order qf appointment shall serve as a member of. the b911l'ellmtH slwh vacaI1llY 
is'fillec1 by the legislatur~. The legislative members .shall hereiIl1bursed theiraetual anel 
,n,ecessa,ry expenses, fr<;lm the appropria.tion mad.e i:q. s. 20.385 (1). Regular meetings shall 
.'q~. held qllal1;erly and speCial meetings shall .be helel upon call of the govel'llor or lipon 
q:~11 o~ the eli airman of the board .. R.equests in an amount not exceeding $5,000 .requiring 
,i1;riw:~diate bC>,!lrd action may be ~:esolved by mail ballot to, be formally r~coreled ~t .the next 
~ns~lJ.ng ,specml or regular nwetmg.. The board m~y employ sueh assIStants' as. It deems 
necci)sary and fix. their compensation, on the same basis as employes ,of the executive office. 
: Th,e, co~issionel' of adinillistration shall serve ex officio as secretl\\L;y of the hoard. The 
state auc1itor shall at,tenel sueh meetings, as the boarelrequests. . 

, (2) The boarel on goverlllnent, operations is authorized to supplement the. appropria-
tion of any depa.rtment, board, coiD.mission or ageilcy, which is insufficienthecause of un
'foteseen emergencies or instlfficient to ieeomplish the pmpose for which made, lithe board 
finds: . 

, . " ~a)~"That~n emer?:eney e-xists;. '. • 
'. (b)' That.ilofunds'al;e availabk£obmchpurposes'; 
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(c) That the purposes for which a supplemental appropriation or transfer is requested 
have been authorized or directed by the legislature; or 

(2a) The board on government operations is authorized to transfer between appropria
tions if the board finds that unnecessary duplication of functions can be eliminated or 
more efficient and effective methods for performing activities will result because of such 
transfer and if the board finds that the legislative intent will not be affected as the result 
of such transfer. 

(3) All requests for supplemental appropriations 01' appropriation tmnsfers shall be 
tiled with the secretary of the board in writing and shall contain a statement of the allJount 
requested, the purposes therefor, the statutory provision authorizing 01' directing the per
formance of the function, the nature of the emergency, and such other information as the 
board may require. The governor shall submit his recommendation on the request to the 
board. All such requests shall be afforded a public hearing and the secretary of the board 
shall give public notice of the time and place of such hearing. 

(4) All grants of supplemental appropriations 01' transfers between appropriations 
under this section shall be determined by a roll call vote. A copy of the minutes shall be 
signed by the sec.retary and approved by the presiding officer and be transmitted to the 
department of administration, state auditor, and the legislative reference library. The 
minutes shall contain a statement of the findings of fa(Jt specified in sub. (2) and that a 
public hearing was lJeld after the requisite notice. All transfers of appropriations and 
grants of supplemental appropriations may be approved in whole or in part by the goy
ernorand the part approved shall be so ordered, and the part objected to shall be returned 
to the board for reconsideration. The chairman of the boa~rd shall call a meeting 01' con
duct a mail ballot within 10 days of the receipt of the governor's objection and if, after 
reconsideration, 5 members of the lJoal'd by a roll call vote or recorded ballot shall sustain 
the original action it shall be so ordered by signature of the chairman of the board. 

(5) The board may request specific information from the commissioner or any em
ploye of the depm?tment of administration rela,tive to the operations of the department, 
[md require filing of progTess reports on the operation of the department. The board shall 
file with the legislative council by August 1 of each even-numbered year recommendations 
and legislative proposals which will improve the administration of the state's agencies, 
and a report on the work performed and accomplishments of the department of adminis
tration which shall be a public. document. 

(6) The boal'd may inquire into the operations or activities of any agency, depart
ment, boaTd, institution or commission of the state, for the pm'pose of determining better 
methods, systems or procedures for improving state government operations. 

(7) ~Within one week after the general election in November of even-numbered yeai's, 
if the incumbent governor is not re-elected, the board on government opel'ations shall con
vene and grant a release of funds to the newly elected governor, to enable him to begin 
a review and analysis of the budget, to hire staff and obtain space, and to do such other 
tasks as the bOal'd approves. Funds released by the board shall be appropriated to the 
executive office and any staff employed or expenses incurred by the incoming governor 
shall be charged to such appropriation. Employes of the incoming governor shan be 
placed on the pay roll of the executive office. 

14.75 Commission on interstate co-operation. (1) There is created a commission 
on interstate co-operation to consist of 3 senators and 3 assemblymen, who shall. be 
appointed as are standing committees in the respective houses at the commencement of 
each regular session of the legislature, the majority and minority leaders of each house, 
the president pro tempore of the senate, the speaker of the assembly and 3 state officials 
to be designated by the governor. The governor shall serve as an ex officio, nonvoting 
member of the commission. Vacancies in legislative members shall be filled in the same 
lllanner as original appointments are made, and subject to s. 13.095 (3), but all va
cancies in public members shall be filled by the governor. Members shall continue to 
Strve until their successors are appointed. The commission shall elect one of its mem
bers chairman and one secretary. The provisions of s. 14.69 (6) shall apply. Alternates 
to attend specific meetings may be chosen as are persons to· fill vacancies, and their 
terms shall expire when their mission is accomplished. 

(2) It shall be the function of the commission on interstate co-operation: 
(a) To carry forward the participation of this state as a member of the council of 

state governments. 
(b) To encourage and assist the legislative, executive, administrative, and judicial offi

cials and employes of this lltate to develop and maintain friendly relations by correspond-
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ence, by conference, or otherwise, with officials and employes of other states, the federal 
government, and local units of government. 

(q) To promote co-operation between this state and other units of government when
ever it seems advisable to do so by formulating proposals for, and by facilitating the 
adoption of compacts, the negotiation of uniform or reciprocal agreements, either for 
administrative rules and regulations or for the co-operation of governmental officials, and 
any other suitable process, and all such acts as will, in the opinion of this commission, 
enable this state to do its propel' part in forming a more perfect union among the various 
governments in the union. 

(d) To designate by its chairman one or more of its members 01' other state officials to 
represent this state in conference with officials of other states 01' units of government for 
the purposes set forth in paragraph (c), all such appointments of conferees to be subject 
to the approval of the governor. Each such conference shall be fully reported to the com
mission, which shall in turn make reports of such conferences to the governor and to the 
legislature. The commission shall prepare and submit a report of its activities and recom
mendations to the governor and to the legislature within fifteen days after the convening 
of each l'egular legislative session and at such other times as it deems appropriate. 

(3) The members of said commission shall serve without compensation but shall be 
reimbursed for their actual and necessary expenses in the performance of their duties. 

(4) A committee of 2, one an Indian; shall be appointed by the governor for such 
term as may be fixed by him, to represent the state on the governors' interstate Indian 
council. The members of the committee shall serve without compensation, except that 
they shall be paid their actual and necessary expenses from the appropriation made by 
s. 20.470 (1), on vouchers approved by the g'ovel'l1or. The committee shall: 
.. (a) Attend meetings of the council; 

(b) Assist in developing a program for the readjustment of Indian affairs which will 
be more in keeping with the present-day needs of the Indian; 

(c) Assist in accomplishing the social and economic rehabilitation of Indians with 
emphasis upon the initiative and self-reliance of the Indian himself; 

(d) Assist in equipping Indians for living with and in our American culture through 
education and training; 

(e) Assist in encoUl'aging Indians to preserve, as individuals, their best traditions 
and mores as an integral part of American life; 

(f) Assist in bringing an early end to federal wardship, with adequate federal aid in 
the interim; and 

(g) Join with representatives of other states having sU]Jstantial Indian populations 
and in co-operation with the federal govel'l1ment, in finding a solution to Indian problems. 

History. 1963 c. 323. 

14.755 Mississippi river parkway planning committee. A committee of 10, to be 
entitled the Mississippi river parkway planning committee, shall be appointed by the 
governor for such terms as may be fixed by him, from a list of 3 01' more persons submitted 
to him by each of the county boards of the 8 counties bordering on the Mississippi river, 
one committee member to be appointed from each of the following counties: Pierce, 
Pepin, Buffalo, Trempealeau, Vernon and Crawford, and 2 each from La Crosse and 
Grant counties. The committee shall select its own chairman. The committee may select 
as its secretary a member of the staff of the planning function of the department of re
source development, with the consent of the director. The members of the committee and 
its secretary shall serve without compensation but the secretary shall be paid for actual 
and necessary expenses from the appropriation made by s. 20.470 (1) on vouchers ap
provedby the govel'l1or. The committee shall: 

(1) Attend meetings of the committee called by the chairman. 
(2) Assist in co-ordinating a program for the development of the great river road in 

Wisconsin and the ne'3cssary embellishments of it, by such items as, but not limited to, 
scenic easements, roadside parks, scenic overlooks, off-road parks and forests, and water 
oriented facilities. 

(3) Assist other state agencies in all efforts to create a unified development of the 
great river road in Wisconsin and any of its collateral features. 

(4) Co-operate with similar committees or commissions in other states and Canadian 
provinces in the fmtherance of the ultinlate development of the great river road from 
Canada to the gulf of Mexico. 

History: 1961 c. 482. 

14.76 Commissioners on uniform state laws. (1) A commission is hereby created 
to be known as the commission on uniform state laws which shall consist of 2 ll1embel's of 
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the Wiscollsin bar appointed by the governor for terms of 4 years, the i'evisoi' of statutes, 
the chief of the legislative reference bureau, and the executive secretary of the legisla
tive council. The 3 ex officio members may each designate an employe to represent them 
at any meeting of the conference. 

(2) Any 3 members of the commission shall constitute a quorum. The commissioners 
shall meet at least once every 2 years and elect one of their. members chairman and. another 
secretary. 

(3) Each commissioner shall attend the annual meeting of the conference of commis
,sioners on uniform state laws; examine subjects on which uniformity of legislation is 
.desirable; ascertain the best methods to effect uniformity; co-operate with commissioners 
in qther states in the preparation of uniform acts ; prepare bills adapting such, unifol'in 
acts to the ';y'isc.onsin statutes, for introduction in the legislature; and make a biennial 
;eeport tl> the joint legislative committee on revisions, repeals and uniform laws. ' 
' .. Hist?ry: 1963,c. 149. 

"14.77 Interstate compacts. (1) This section shall apply to theestablishm~nt 01; 
agreements not affecting the sovereignty of the United States. , 

(2) Any state agency may agree by compact with other states to apply e:xisting 
standards for residents to nonresidents if the laws or regulations of the state 01' states 
with which such compacts are made are similarly applied to Wisconsin residents and such 
compacts shall be noticed and published 30 days after the opening of the succeeding ses
sion of the legislature unless the legislature shall meanwhile disapprove by joint reso
lution. 

(3) Any state agency may negotiate compacts with similar agencies in other states 
relating to the treatment of nonresidents on subjects within its delegated powers but on 
which no legislation providing standards has been enacted. Such compacts shall be. sub-
mitted to the legislature and shall be effective when approved as are bills. . . 

( 4) Each compact shall as nearly as possible set forth: 
, (a) The statutory authority for the delegated power under which the agency is pro

ceeding. 
(b) The legal effect of the compact as shown by the amendments to statutes and rules 

in the applicable states required to accomplish the objectives of the compact. 
(c) , The objectives of the compact. 
Cd) The precise reasons for the compact. 
(e) The standards established by the compact. 
(f) The procedures contemplated by the compact. 
(g) The effective date of the compact. 
(h) The effect of the compact upon: 
1. Public finances. 
2. Public policy. 

14.86 State public building corporation. (1) ORGANIZATION. 'The statebuildi~g 
colllllli'ssion is authorized to organize a nonprofit-shal;ing corporation to be. known as the 
Wisconsin state public building corporation. When so requested by the state buil(ling com, 
mission, such corporation shall have authority to lease any state-owned lalld that may be 
available for the purposes of this section and to construct thereon such building proje(lts; 
including all necessary buildings, improvements, facilities, equipnltmt and other capital 
items' as are required. for the proper lise and operation of such building projects after 
their completion. ' ' 

(2) COJiLUISSION :MAY ACQUIRE AND LEASE LANDS. (a) For the pl;l.rpose of providing 
housing for state depa,rtmentsand agencies, including housing for state offices and the 
completion of the state office building, and to enable the construction, financing 'and 
ultimate .acquisition thereof by the state, the state building commission is authorized and 
empowered to acquire any necessary lands, alld to lease and re-lease any lands owned by 
the state and available for the purpose to the Wisconsin state public building corporation 
for a. term or terms not exceeding' 50 years each, on condition that such corporation shall 
construct and provide on such leased lands such building projects, including buildings, 
improvements, facilities or equipment or other capital items, as the commission may re
quire, . and shall re-lease the same to the commission upon satisfactory terms as to the 
rental, maintenance and ultimate acquisition by the state as may be in its best interests 
in the judg1llent of the commission. After such leases and re-Ieases are executed and until 
the projects al'e acquired by the state, they shall be operated by the commission through 
the department of administration, which shall have chal'ge of such property, a~, provided 
in s. 16.85. The commission shall opera.te the projects in such manner as to provide rev-
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enues therefrom sufficient to pay the costs of operation and maintenance of the project 
and to 'make the payments due the Wisconsin state public building corporation; provided 
that, if the commission finds and declares that the housing available in any such project 
is in excess of the current housing' needs or requirements of the state departments and 
agencies occupying or availing themselves of the space in or capacity of such project, the 
commission need' not operate such project in a manner to provide revenues' therefrom 
sufficient to pay the costs of operation and maintenance of the project and to make the 
rental payments due the Wisconsin state public building corporation and may pay the 
difference between the aggregate of the costs of operation and maintenance of the project 
and the rental payments due the Wisconsin state public building corporation and the 
rentals paid by the departments and agencies occupying or availing themselves of the 
space in or capacity of the project from the state building trust fund; and, provided that 
this provision shall,not preclude the use of any such revenues for construction purposes 
as hereinafter provided, Revenues derived by the commission from such operation shall 
be placed -in the general fund and are appropriated to the state building commission to 
be,used to pay the cost of construction, operation and maintenance and to meet payments 
due the Wisconsin state public building corporation on account of such .projects, 

(b); The commission shall annually determine and fix the rate of annual rental and. 
the share which shall be paid by each state department and agency occupying the building 
project, Such share shall be computed on a basis of square feet of floor space occupied 
or used by each department and agency, giving proper weight to the. quality of space 
occupied, The commission in its discretion may continue to charge each such department 
and agency such rental after the project has been completed and acquired by the state. 
Such rentals shall be placed in the general fund and are appropriated to the commission 
to be used.for operation and maintenance and any unused balances shall be credited to . 
the state building trust fund created by s. 13.351 (3). Plans for projects and all contracts 
and ,leases and re-Ieases made pursuant to this section shall, before becoming' effective, 
have. the written approval of the commissioner of administration and the g'overnor. N othc 
ing herein contained shall authorize the commission to incur any state debt for the con- .' 
stnlction, lease or re-lease of such buildings, improvements, facilities or equipment for 
the housing of state departments and agencies. 

(3) POWERS. In exercising the powers, functions and duties conferred upon the com
mission pllrsuant to this section, the commission shall have and may exercise all of the 
powers conferred upon it pursuant to s. 14.89 not inconsistent with this section. The state 
shall be liable for accrued rentals and for any other default under any lease or re-lease· 
made with the' Wisconsin state public building corporation under this section and may 
be sued therefor on contract as in other contract actions pursuant to ch. 285,except that 
it shall not be necessary for the Wisconsin state public building corporation or any 
assignee of such corporation or any person or other legal entity proceeding on behalf 
of such corporation to file any claim with the legislatUl'e prior to the commencement of any' 
such action; . " , 

. History: 1961 c; '45. 

14.88 , State, office building, completion of. (1) The state building commissiqn is 
authorized to proceed with the completion of the state office building. The project shall 
be effected in accordance with the provisions of s. 14.86. 

(2) In carrying out this project the state building commission is authorized to re-. 
finance the present state office building so that the existing encumbrance in favor of ;the 
state insurance fund, which is secUl'ed by a deed in trust from the state to the commis- , 
sioner of insurance executed on December 31, 1931, shall be paid in full to the state in, 
surance fund. The entire property including the existing building and land and the pro- • 
p05Cd addition shall be operated by the state lmilding commission through the department 
of· administration as provided in 8.14.86 (2). The provisions of s. 14.86 shall apply to 
the existing land and building as well as to the proposed addition. 

(3) In consideration an'd upon the payment in full of the existing indebtednesso~ . 
the state office building to the state insurance fund as provided for by sub. (2), the com
missioner of insurance shall convey the state office building property to the state. 

(4) All acts or parts thereof, conflicting with any provision of this section are, in 
so far as they conflict with this section and no further, superseded by the provisions of 
this section. 

14.89 State building commission; powers and duties. (1), For the purpose 0'£ pro
viding housing for state depaJ.'tments and agencies" inclucling housing for state offices 
any\yhere in the state and the completion of the state office building, and all buildings, 
improvements, facilities or equipment or other ca.pital items requirecl in coimection'there.: 



14.89 STATE OFFICERS 212 

with, and to refinance indebtedness previously 01' hereafter created by a nonprofit sharing' 
c0l1)oration for the pUl1)ose of providing a state office building or building's or additions 
or improvements thereto which are located on land owned by the state or by the nonprofit 
sharing corporation, or for anyone or more of said purposes, the state building commis
sion.shall have the following powers and duties: 

(a) Without limitation by reason of any other pI'ovisions of the statutes the power 
to sell and to convey title in fee simple to a nonprofit sharing corporation any land and 
any existing buildings thereon owned by the state for such consideration and upon such 
terms and conditions as in the judgment of the state building commission al'e in the pub
lic interest. 

(b) The power to lease to a nonprofit sharing corporation for terms not exceeding 
50 years each any land and existing buildings thereon owned by the state upon such 
terms, conditions and rentals as in the judgment by the state building commission are in 
the public interest. 

(c) The power to lease or sublease from such nonprofit sharing corporation, and to 
make available for public use, any such land and existing buildings conveyed or leased 
to such corporation under pars. (a) and (b), and any new buildings erected upon such 
land or upon any other land owned by such corporation, upon such terms, conditions and 
rentals, subject to available appropriations, as in the judgment of the state building 
connnission are in the public interest. With respect to any property conveyed to such 
corporation under par. (a), such lease from such corporation may be subject or subordi
nated to one or more mortgages of such property granted by such corporation. 

(d) The duty to submit the plans and specifications for all such new building'S and aU 
conveyances, leases and subleases made pursuant to this section to the department of ad
ministration and the governor for written approval bcfore they are finally adopted, exe
cuted and delivered. 

(e) The duty to apply all of the net revenues derived from the operation of such new 
buildings to the payment of rentals due and to become due under any lease or sublease 
of such new buildings made under par. (c). 

(f) The power to pledge and assign all or any part of the revenues derived from the 
operation of such new building's as security for the payment of rentals due and to become 
due under any lease or sublease of such new buildings made under par. (c). 

(g) The power to covenant and agree in any lease or sublease of such new buildings 
made under par. (c) to impose fees, rentals or other charges for the use and occupancy 
or other operation of such new buildings in an amount which together with other mO)leys 
of· the commission available for such purpose will produce net revenue sufficient to pay 
the rentals due and to become due under such lease or sublease. 

(h) The power to apply all or any part of the revenues derived from the operation of 
existing buildings to the payment of rentals due and to become due under any lease or 
sublease madeunder par. (c). 

(i) The power to pledge and assign all or any part of the revenues derived. from the 
operation of existing' buildings to the payment of rentals due and to become due under 
any lease or sublease made under pal'. (c). 

(j) The power to covenant and agree in any lease or sublease made under par. (c) 
to impose fees, rentals or other charges for the use and occupancy or other operation of 
existing buildings in an amount calculated to produce net revenues sufficient to pay the 
rentals' due and to become due under such lease or sublease. 

(k) The power and duty, upon receipt of notice of any assignment by any such cor
poration of any lease or sublease made under pal'. (c), or of any of its rights under any 
such lease or sublease, to recognize and give effect to such assignment, and to pay to the 
assignee thereof rentals or other payments then due or which may become due under any 
such lease or sublease which has been so assigned by such corporation. 

(2) The state shall be liable for accrued rentals and for any other default under any 
lease or sublease made mlder sub. (1) (c) and may be s:ued therefor on contract as in other 
cOiltract actions pursuant to ch. 285, except that it shall not be necessary for the lessor 
under any such lease or sublease or any assignee of such lessor or any person or. other legal 
entity proceeding on behalf of such lessor to file any claim with the legislature prior to the 
commencement of any such action. 

(3) Nothing in this section empowers the state building commission to incur any state 
debt. 

(4) All laws, conflicting with any provision of this section are, insof~ as they con
flict ,vith this section and no further, superseded by the provisions of thIS section. 

(5) Unless the context requires otherwise, the terms "lm~ldi.ng·", "new buildil,lgs" and 
"existing buildings" as used in this section, include all bu~ldmgs, structures, nnpl'oV'e-'.. , 
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ments, facilities, equipment or other capital items as the commission determines to be 
necessary or desirable for the purpose of providing' housing for state departments and 
agencies. 

(6) In the event the state building commission finds and declares that the housing 
available in any building leased or subleased from. a nOnl)rofit sharing c0l1)oration lmder 
sub. (1) (c) is in excess of the current housing needs 01' requirements of the state depart
ments and agencies occupying or availing themselves of the space in or capacity of such 
building, the commission need not operate such building in a manner to provide revenue 
therefrom sufficient to pay the costs of operation and maintenance of such building' and 
to make the rental payments due the nonprofit sharing' corporation and may pay the 
difference between the aggregate of the costs of operation and maintenance .of such build
ing' and the rental payments due the nonprofit sharing corporation and the rentals paid 
by the departments and agencies occupying or availing themselves of the space. in 01' 

capacity of such building from the state building' trust fund. 
History: 1961 c. 45. 

14.90 Open meetings of governmental bodies. (1) In recognition of the fact that 
a representative government of the American type is dependent upon an informed' elec
torate, it is declared to be the policy of the state that the public is entitled to the fullest 
and most complete information regarding the affairs of government as is compatible with 
the conduct of governmental affairs and the transaction of governmental business. 

(2) To implement and insme the public policy herein expressed, aU meetings of all 
state and local governing and administrative bodies, boards, commissions, conllniftees and 
agcncies, including municipal and quasi-municipal corporations, unless otherwise expressly 
provided by law, shall be publicly held and open to all citizens at all times, except as here
inafter provided. No forInal action of any kind shall be introduced, deliberated upon or 
adopted at any closed executive session or closed meeting' of any such body. 

(3) Nothing herein contained shall prevent executive or closed sessions for pllrposes 
of: 

(a) Deliberating after judicial or quasi-judicial trial or hearing; 
(b) Considering' employment, dismissal, promotion, demotion, compensation, licensing 

01' discipline of any public employe 01' person licensed by a state board or commission or 
the investigation of charges against such person, unless an open meeting is requested by 
the employe or person charged, investigated or otherwise under discussion; 

(c) Probation, pamle, crime detection and prevention; 
(d) Deliberating or negotiating on the purchasing of public property, the investing of 

public funds, or conc1ucting'otherpublic business which for competitive or bargailiing. 
reasons require closed sessions; 

(e) Financial, medical, social or personal histories and disciplinary data which may 
unduly. damage reputations; 

(f) Conferences between any local government or committee thereof, oi' administrative 
body, and its attorney concerning the legall'ights and duties of sueh. agency with regard 
to matters within its jurisdiction. 

Synopsis of opinions involving anti-secrecy law. 49 Atty. Gen. Introduction p. v. 

14.95 State commission on aging. (1) CREATION. In order to provide direction 
to the many facets of the problems of the aging which confront the state and its subdivi
sions and private agencies, there is created a state commission on aging'. 

(2) COMPOSITION. The commission is composecl of 7 residents of the state who have 
demonstrated a continuing interest in the problems of the aging' and who hold no position 
01' employment with the state, appointed by the governor (with the consent of the senate). 
Of those first appointed, 4 shall be a.ppointed for 2 years and 3 for 4 yea.rs. Thereafter 
the term shall be 4 years and until their successors are appointed and qualifiec1. 

(3) ORGANIZATION. The commission shall meet annually dming the first week in 
January, April, July and October and may meet at such other times as the boa.rc1 deter
mines or the board directs. The governor shall call the first meeting' at the time specified 
herein. The commission shall annuaHy elect from its membership a chairman and vice 
ehairman. The executive director shall act as secretary, but shall have no vote. A majority 
of the commission constitutes a. quorum. 

(4) CmrPENsATION. The board shall receive no sala.ry, but shaH be entitled to aetual 
and necessary expenses inculTed in the performance of their duties. 

(5) STAFF. The commission shall appoint a. full-time executive director (outside the 
classified service) who shaH be a person with an understanding of the problems of the 
aging; and such other necessary clelical and technical staff as is required to carry out 
the functions of this section. 
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(6) POWERS. The commission shall be the mechanism by whichg'overnmental and 
nongovernmental agencies may co-ordinate their policies, plans and activities with regard 
to the aging. To this end it shall: 

(a) Conduct a, continuous review of the scope and degree of co-ordination of all state 
programs and activities on the aging and make recommendations to the appropriate agen
cies regarding the expansion, co-ordination, consolidation and reorganization of particular 
activities as a means of developing a more effective and efficient total progTanl for the 
aging. 

(b) Examine the need for future activities, programs, services and facilities for the 
aging on the state, local and voluntary levels. 

(c) Encourage, promote and aid in the establishment of programs and services for 
the aging ,vithin subordinate units of government and nongovernmental groups, and assist 
organizations and committees in the development of programs in such manner as the com
mission deems appropriate. 

(d) Gather and disseminate information about programs, services, activities and fa
cilities for the aging. 

(e) Conduct a continuous program to stimulate public awareness and understanding 
of the needs and potentials of the aging. 

(7) REPORT. The commission shall report annually to the governor and biennially to 
the legislature. The report shall set forth the scope of the programs for the aging de
veloped in the state, the findings regarding the state's activities in the field, the recom
m!mdations for the more effective and efficient total program and the actions taken by the 
agencies to carry out their recommendations. 

(8) GIFTS AND GRANTS. The commission may accept on behalf of the state and use 
gifts or grants, and such moneys shall be deposited in' the general fund at once and are 
appropriated therefrom to the commission for the purposes intended so far as they comply 
with state law. 

(9) ADVISORY COMMITTEES. There is created an interdepartmental committee on a"oing 
to consist of the administrative head of the state department of public welfare, state 
industrial commission, state board of health, state board of voeational and adult education, 
department of public instruction, University of Wisconsin, state board of college regents, 
the Wisconsin retirement board, the state teachers retirement board, and the free libraJ'Y 
commission 01' their designated representatives, who shall advise the commission regarding 
the operation of the programs for the aging. The conlllittee shall meet at the call of the 
commission. The commission may create such other advisOl'Y committees of technicians 
and.laymen as the objectives of the commission may require. 

(10) CO-OPERATION. The several state agencies shall co-operate with the cOllllnission 
in making available to it such available data as ,viiI facilitate the work of the' commission. 
The commission shall make available to the several state agencies such information as it 
may secme which will facilitate the effective operation of their progi'ams for the aging. 

History: 1961 c. 681. 


