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46,001 Purposes of chapter. The purposes of this chapter are to conserve human 
resources in ,\-Yisconsin; to provide a just and humane program of services to dependent 
and neglccted children and children born out of wedlock; to prcvent dependency, mental 
illness, mental deficiency, mental infirmity, delinquency, crime and other forms of social 
maladjustment by a continuous attack on causes; to provide effective aid and services to 
all persons in need thereof and to assist such persons to achieve or l'egain self-dependcnce 
at the earliest possible date; to provide a just, humane and efficient program for the l'e" 
habilitation of juvenile delinquents and other offenders; to avoid duplication and waste 
of effort and money on the part of public and private agencies; and to co-ordinate and 
integrate a social welfare program, 

History: 1961 c. 183. 

46.011 Department of public welfare; definitions. (1) The state department of 
public welfare consists of a state board of public welfare, a director of public welfare, 
a deputy director and its officers and employes and i.nstitutions. 

(2) Unless the context plainly indicates otherwise, in chapters 46 to 58 (except 
chapter 50) "board" means the state board of public welfare; "department" means' the 
state department of public welfare; "director" means director of public welfare; and 
"counsel" means the collection 'and deportation counsel. 

46.012 Board of public welfare. (1) ApPOINTMENT, TERM, ELIGIBILITY. The state 
board of public welfare consists of 9 members appointed by the governor with the con
sent of the senate fOl' terms of 6 years. Appointments shall be made on the basis of recog
pized and demonstrated interest in and knowledge of the problems of public welfare. At 



46.012 PUBLIC WELFARE 834 

least one member shall be appointed on the basis of recognized and demonstrated interest 
in and knowledge of the problems of mental hygiene; and at least one each on the basis 
of similar qualifications in the fields of child and youth problems, public assistance and 
corrections. The latter 4 persons desjgnated in the preceding sentence shall be appointed 
by the governor from nominations submitted by a panel consisting of the chairman of the 
state board of health, the state superintendent of public instruction, the president of the 
university, the president of the county judges' association of Wisconsin, the chairman 
of the Wisconsin welfare council and the president of the Wisconsin public welfare asso
ciation. At least 2 nominations shall be submitted by the panel for each such position. 
All appointments shall be made without regard to party affiliation 01' to interest in any 
special organized group. The governor shall appoint initially 3 to serve for 6 years, 3 to 
serve for 4 years, 3 to serve for 2 years; terms shall expire on April 1, of the year of 
expiration. Thereafter, each member shall be appointed and confirmed for 6 years. Va
cancies shall be filled by the governor in accordance with the foregoing for the unexpired 
telID by and with the advice of the senate. A majority of the members .constitutes a 
quorum. Each member shall take and file the official oath. The board shall elect a chair
man from its own number. The director of public welfare shall serve as a nonvoting ex 
officio member of the board, and, when matters affecting any division of the department 
are being considered by the board, the head of that division shall serve for the time as a 
nonvoting, ex officio member of the board. The board shall make such rules and orders 
for the regulation of its own proceedings as it shall deem proper. 

(2) COMPENSATION. There shall be at least one meeting a month at Madison, for 
which each member shall receive for his services a per diem of $25 for time spent at such 
meetings and a pel' diem of $10 for time spent in visiting the institutions under the juris
diction of the department, but not exceeding $800 per annum, together wit~ necessary 
expenses incurred in the performance of his official duties. 

46.013 Functions of board. (1) POWERS AND DUTIES. The po,vers and duties of 
the board shall be regulatory, advisory and policy-forming and not administrative 01' 

exeeutive. The hoard shall review the internal organization of the department and shall 
from time to time make reports to the legislature, based upon these studies; the first such 
report shall be in 1951. The board shall plan for and establish within the department a 
program of research designed to determine the effectiveness of the treatment, curative 
and rehabilitative programs of the various institutions and divisions of the department. 
The board shall make a report to the legislature of. its activities. and accomplishments 
before each convening date of the regular session of ·the legislature. The report shall 
include specific recommendations for legislation, planned and drafted as a part of an 
integrated, unified and consistent progl'am to conserve human resources and to correct 
and prevent social maladjustments. The board may inquire into any matter affecting 
social welfare and hold hearings and subpoena witnesses and make recommendations to 
the appropriate agencies, public or private, thereon. 

(2) ApPOINT DIRECTOR; ELIGIBILITY. The board shall appoint the director for an 
indefinite term and may, at its discretion, remove him. His appointment shall be outside 
the classified service and shall be madc on the basis of recognized and demonstrated 
interest in and knowledge of the problems of public welfare. The director's salary shall 
be fixed by the board at not to exceed $2,500 more than the maximum of the highest classi
fied salary range in the department. The board shall consider, among other qualifications, 
his interest in and knowledge of the treatment phases of public welfare programs. Racial, 
religious, national or political affiliations shall not be considered in the selection of the 
director. 

(3) CITIZENS' COMMITTEES. The board may from time to time appoint, with the 
approval of the governor, committees of citizens to advise it on public welfare programs 
and problems, particularly in the fields of mental health, child welfare, youth control, 
community services, and corrections. Among other purposes, these committees should 
seek to advise the board concerning the co-ordination of public and private welfare ac
tivities and to promote better understanding among the state, the counties, and munici
palities. Committee members shall receive no compensation except reimbursement for 
necessary travel expense. 

Historyt 1963 c. 225. 

46.014 Director, powers and duties. (1) AUTHORITY, The administrative and 
executive powers and duties of the department shall be vested in the director, to be ad
ministered by him under the statutes and the rules and regulations of the department, and 
subject to the policies and in accordance with the principles established by the board. 

(3) RULES. '1.'he director, with the approval of the board, shall establish rules and 
regulations for administering the department and performing the duties assigned to it, 
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(4) ORGANIZATION. The details of the departmental organization shall be determined 
by the director with the approval of the board. 

(5) STAFF, CIVIL SERVICE. The director shall appoint the staff necessary for perform
ing the duties of the department, all of whom shall be subject to civil service except heads 
of divisions. " , 

(6) DEPUTY DIRECTOR AND HEADS OF DIVISIONS. The deputy director and the division 
heads shall be appointed on the basis of recognized interest, administrative and executive 
ability, training and experience in and a knowledge and understanding of the problems 
and needs in the fields in which they will respectively operate. The deputy director and 
the heads of divisions shall be appointed and their salaries fixed by the director with the 
approval.of the boara; and may be removed by him for cause, with the approval of the 
board, aftel' a fair" hearing. 

(7) OATH, BOND. The director shall take the official oath and file a bond in such 
amount 'and with such surety as the board directs. 

(8) REPORTS. 'The director shall annually and at such other times as th~ board directs, 
prepare and file budgets and reports relative to the administration of the dppartment. 

(9) INVENTORIES. On 01' before July 1 in each year, the director shall cause, full 
and complete inyentori~s and appraisals to be made of all the property of each institution 
administered by the departmimt, ivhich shall be recorded and so classified as to show 
separately the &mourit,kind and value of such property. 

(10) VISITATION. The director shall cause each of said institutions to be visited and 
inspected at least once a month to ascertain whether the officers and employes therein are 
competent and faithful in the discharge of their duties, all inmates properly cared for and 
governed, all accounts, books and vouchers properly kept, and all the business affairs 
properly conducted. 

, History: 1967 C. 206. 

46.015 Department divisions. The department shall be organized to include a 
deputy director and the following divisions: mental hygiene, corrections, children 
and youth, public assistance, business management and vocational rehabilitation. The 
director may, with the approval of the board, allocate and reallocate departmental 
functions and institutions among these divisions and combine and create divisions 
as necessary fOl; effective administration of the department. 

History: 196'5 c. 590; 1967 c. 43. 

46.016, Co-operation with federal government. The department may co-operate 
with the United States in carrying out federal acts concerning public assistance, social 
f;ccurity, child welfare and youth services, mental hygiene and corrections, services 
for, the blind, vocational rehabilitation, and in other matters of mutual concern per
taining to public, welfa:r:e. 

History: 1967 c. 43. 

46.017 Department, actions, seal. The department may sue and be sued. It'shall 
have a seal with the words "State Department of Public Welfare" and such other design 
as the department prescribes engraved thereon. 

t', 

46.018 Disbursement of funds and facsimile signatures. Withdrawal or disburse
ment of moneys deposited in a public depository, as defined in s. 34.01 (2), to the credit 
of the department or any of ;its div,isions or agencies shall be by check signed by the 
director or by one or more persons in the department designated by written authoriza
tion of the director; such checks to be signed personally 01' by use of a mechanical 
device adopted by the dire<)tor 01' his designees for affixing a facsimile signature. Any 
public depository shall be fully warranted and protected ,in making payment on any 
eheck bearing SUch facsimile signature, notwithstanQ.ing that the same may have been 
placed thereon without' the authority of the director 01' his designees. 

History: 1965 c. 555. 

46.02 Offices and supplies. The department shall be provided with office rooms in 
the capitol and with necessary furniture, stationery, blanks, books, periodicals, printing 
and' other supplies. 

46.03 Department, powers and duties. The department shall: 
(1) INSTITU'l'IONS GOVERNED. Maintain and govern the Mendota and the Winnebago 

state hospitals, the central state hospital, the Wisconsin correctional reception and 
treatment center, the vVisconsin state prison, t.he Wisconsin correctional institution, the 
\Visconsin state reformatory; the \Visconsin home for women, the Wisconsin correctional 
camp system, the Wisconsin school for boys, the Kettle Moraine boys school, the Black 
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River camp, the Wisconsirt school for girls, the vVisconsin wbrkshop for the blind, the 
Wisconsin child center and the northern, central and southern colonies and training 
schools. 

(2) SUPERVISION OVER PROPERTY. Supervise, manage, preserv~ and care for the build
ings, grounds and other property pertaining to said institutions, and pl'Omote the objects 
for which they are established. 

(2a) GUTS. The department may' accept gifts, grants or donations of money or of 
property from private sources to be administered ,by the department for the execution 
of its functions. All moneys so received shall be paid into the general fund and are ap
propriated therefrom as provided in s. 20.435 (9) ,(i). 

('3) TRUSTEE DUTY. 'Take and hold in trust (whenever it deems acceptance advan
tageons) all property transfe1'l'ed to the state to be applied to any specified purpose, use 
or benefit pertaining to any of the ,institutions under its control or the inmates thereof, 
and apply the same in accordance with the trust; and when ordered by the court, act as 
trustee of funds paid for the support of any child in a proceeding under ss. 52.21 to 52.45. 

(4) EDUCATION AND PREVENTION. (a) Develop and maintain such programs of edu
cation and prevention as it deems proper. 

(b) 1. The,department, in order to discharge more effectively its responsibilities under 
chs. 46 and 48 and other relevant provisions of the statutes, is authorized to study causes 
and methods of prevention and treatment of juvenile delinquency, mental illness, mental 
deficiency, m~ntal infirmity, and related social problems, including establishment of dem
onstration projects to apply and evaluate such methods in actual cases. The department 
is directed and authorized to utilize all powers providcd by the statutes, including the 
authority under sub. (2a), to accept grants of money or property from federal, state or 
private sources, and to enlist the co-operation of other appropriate agencies and state 
departments; it may enter into agreements with local government subdivisions, depart
ments and agencies for the joint conduct of such projects; and it may purchase services 
when deemed appropriate. 

2. Starting January 1, 1958, the department shall initiate a project to demonstrate 
by actual practice a .program of early case finding, family diagnosis and treatment in one 
01' more communities of the state. The purpose of this project shall be to assist local com
munities in developing more effective plans for preventing delinquency, m~ntal illness and 
related social problems. Such project shall call upon the combined resources of state and 
local agencies and officials, and shall include citizen participation. Research for evaluating 
the project shall be employed. In order to initiate this project, the department shall em
ploy a project director and necessary assistants to develop details of the project and ob" 
tain funds fl"om local, federal and private sources necessary to conduct a full-scale dem
onstration. A piogress report shall be made to the governor on October 1 of each year. 

(5) MENTAL HYGIENE. (a) Execute the laws relating to the custody, care and treat
ment of mentally ill, mentally infirm and mentally deficient persons, inebriates and drug 
addicts. It shall examine all institutions, public and private, authorized to receive and 
care for such persons,' and inquire into tbe method of government and the management 
of persons therein, and examine into the condition of buildings,grounds and other prop
erty connected with any such institution and into matters relating to its management. 

(b) Direct the psychiatric field work; after-care and community supervision and exer
cise such powers in relation to prevention as the department deems appropriate. 

(6) CORRECTIONS. (a) Execute the laws relating to the detention, reformation and 
correction of delinquents. 

(b) Supervise the custody and discipline of all prisoners and the maintenance of 
state penal and correctional institutions and the industries therein. 

(c) Administer parole and probation matters. 
(d) If requested by the governor, make recommendations as to pardons or commuta-

tions of sentence. ' 
(e) Examine all institutions authorized by law to receive and detain witnesses or 

prisoners 01' convicted persons and places of juvenile detention, and inquire into their 
methods and the management of persons therein, and examine the condition of buildings 
and grounds and other property connected with any such institution and all matters relat
ing to its management. 

(f) Direct the after-care of and supervise all delinquents under its jurisdiction and 
exercise such functions as it deems appropriate for the prevention of crime and delin
quency. 

(g) Direct the penal and conectional psychiatric service in all conectional and penal 
institutions, making its services available to those committed to the department as delin
quent children or as convicted criminals. 
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(h) Direct the educational programs in all correctional schools and correctional and 
pcnal institutions. 

(7) CHILDREN AND YOUTH. (a) Promote the enforcement of laws for the protection 
of mentally deficient, dependent, neglected and delinquent children and children born out 
of wedlock; and to this end co-operate with juvenile courts and licensed child welfare 
agencies and institutions (public and private) and take the initiative in all matters in
volving the interests of such children where adequate provision therefor has not already 
been made. 

(b) When notified of the birth or expected birth of a child born or likely to be born 
out of wedlock, see to it (through advice and assistance to the mother or independently) 
that the interests of the child are safe-gu!lrded, that steps are taken to establish its pa
ternity and that there is secured for the child (as neal' as possible) the care, support and 
education that would be given if legitimate. 

(c) Administer the laws relating to child care centers, day nurseries and nursery 
schools. 

(d) Administer the program of youth services as provided in chapter 54. The treat
mcnt program provided in sections 54.08 to 54.38 and the treatment and correctional 
facilities administered by the department for youth, including the Wisconsin school for 
boys, the 'Wisconsin school for girls, and the ,Visconsin child center, may be allocated to 
the division for children and youth at the discretion of the board. 

(8) PUBLIC ASSISTANCE. Administer public assistance, as provided in chapter 49. 
(9) BLIND PERSONS. Administer the Wisconsin workshop for the blind and perform 

other functions prescribed in chapter 47. 
(10) TRAINING STAFF. In its discretion, conduct a training program of in-service 

training and staff development; and, in co-operation with educational institutions, provide 
facilities for work experience for students, including subsistence. 

(12) VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION. Execute the laws relating to the vocational re
habilitation of handicapped persons as provided in ch. 55. 

(13) CHARGES. In compliance with the provisions of the compensation plan estab
lished pursuant to s. 16.105 (4) have authority to make and determine charges for meals, 
living quarters, laundry and other services furnished to employes of the several institu
tions and members of the employe's family maintained as such. All moneys received 
from each and every person for. or on account of such services shall be paid within one 
week after receipt into the general fund and shall be credited to the appropriation pro
vided for this purpose by ch. 20. 

(a) When a chaplain employed in any state institution is not furnished a residence 
by the state, $1,800 01' 20 per cent of his salary, whichever is greater, shall be deemed to 
constitute the amount to be paid to him in lieu of such residence. 

(14) VENDING STANDS. Pursuant to rules adopted under s. 46.014 (3) establish 
and maintain a revolving fund not exceeding $10,000 in any of the state institutions ad
ministered by the department, for the education, recreation and convenience of the pa
tients, inmates and employes, to be used for the . operation of vending stands, reading 
clubs, musical organizations, religious programs, athletics and similar projects. Such 
funds are exempt from s. 20.906, but are subject to audit by the state department of 
public welfare and the department of state audit in its discretion. This provision is 
retroactive. 

(15) COllLMISSARY. Pursuant to rules and regulations adopted under ,section 46.014 
(3) the department may, with the approval of the governor and the director of personnel, 
provide employes in its institutions with laundry, food, housing and necessary furnishings. 

(16) DRIVERS' EDUCATION. The department shall' establish a drivers' education pro
gram in the Wisconsin school for boys, the Kettle Moraine boys school and the Wiscon
sin school for girls to provide drivers' education to inmates of such institutions who are 
about to become eligible to qualify for an operator's license. 

History. 1961 c. 185, 637; 1963 c. 226; 1965 c. 433 s. 121; 1965 c. 520; 1967 c. 43, 110, 291 
s. 14. 

Department may procure malpractice in- ployes. 50 Atty. Gen. 127. 
surance for state mental hospitals and em-

46.035 Department, additional powers to provide structures, facilities and perma
nent improvements. (1) As used in this section unless the context requires otherwise: 

(a) The term "existing building" in relation to any conveyance, lease 01' sublease made 
under sub. (2) (a) 1, 2 and 3 means all detention, treatment, administrative, recreational, 
infirmary, hospital, vocational and academic buildings; all dormitories and cottages; all 
storage facilities, heating plants, sewage disposal plants, and such other buildings, struc
tures, facilities and permanent improvements as in the judgment of the board are needed 
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or useful for the purposes of the department, and all equipment therefor and all improve
ments and additions thereto which were erected, constructed or installed prior to the 
making of such conveyance, lease or sublease. 

(b) The term "new building" in relation to allY conveyance, lease or sublease made 
under sub. (2) (a) 1, 2 and 3 means all detention, treatment, administrative, recreational, 
infirmary, hospital, vocational and academic buildings; all dormitories and cottages; all 
storage facilities, heating plants, sewage disposal plants, and such other buildings, struc
tures, facilities and permanent improvements as in the judgment of the board are needed 
or useful for the purposes of the department, and all equipment therefor and all im
provements and additions thereto which are erected, constructed 01' installed after the 
making of such conveyance, lease 01' sublease. 

(c) The term "nonprofit corporation" nleans a nonstock, nonprofit corporation or· 
ganized under ch. 181 or any law amendatory thereof or supplemental thereto. 

(2) The department shall have and may exercise the powers and duties provided in 
this section. 

(a) In order to provide new buildings and to enable the construction and financing 
thereof, to refinance indebtedness hereafter created by a nonprofit corporation for the 
purpose of providing a new building or buildings or additions or improvements thereto 
which are located on land owned by, or owned by the state and held for, the department 
or on lands of the institutions under the jurisdiction of the department or by the non
profit corporation, or for anyone or mo're of said p11rposes, but for no other purpose 
unless authorized by hpv, the department has the following powers and duties: 

1. Without limitation by reason of any other provisions of the statutes, the power 
to sell and to convey title in fee simple to a nonprofit corporation any land and any 
existing buildings thereon owned by, or owned by the state and held for, the department 
or of any of the institutions under .the jurisdiction of the department for such considera
tion and upon . such terms and eonditions as in the judgment of the board are in the 
public interest .. 

2. The power to lease to a nonprofit corporation for a term or terms not exceeding 50 
yeal's each any land and any existing buitdings thereon owned· by, or owned by the state 
and held for, the department or of any of the institutions under the jurisdiction of the 
department upon such terms and conditions as in the judgment of the board are in the 
public interest. I 

3. The power to lease or sublease from such nonprofit corporation, and to make avail
able for public use, any such land and existing buildings conveyed or leased to such non
profit corporation under subds. 1 and 2, and any new buildings .erected upon such land 
or upon any other 'land owned by such nonprofit corporation, upon such terms, conditions 
and rentals, subject to available appropriations,'as in the judgmcnt of the board are in 
the public interest. vVith respect to any property conveyed to such nonprofit corporation 
under subd: 1, such lease from such nonprofit corporation may be subject or subordinated 
to one or more mortgages of such property granted by such nonprofit corporation. 

4, The duty to submit the plans and specifications for all such new buildings and all 
conveyances, leases and subleases made under this section to the department of adminis
tration and the governor for written approval before they are finally adopted, executed 
and delivered. 

5. The power to pledge and assign all or any part of the revenues derived froin the 
operation of such new buildings as security for the payment of rentals due and to become 
due under any lease or sublease of such new buildings under subd. 3. 

6. The power to covenant and agree in any lease or sublease of such new buildings 
made under subd. 3 to impose fees, rentals or other charges for the use and occupancy or 
other operation of such new buildings in an amount calculated to produce net revenues 
sufficient to pay the rentals due and to become due under such lease or sublease, 

7. The power to apply all or any part of the revenues derived from the 'operation of 
existing buildings to the payinent of rentals due and to become due under any lease or 
sublease made under subd. 3, 

8, The power to pledge and assign all or any part of the revenues derived from the 
operation of existing buildings to the payment of rentals due and to become due under 
any lease or sublease made under subd. 3. 

9. The power to covenant and agree in any lease or sublease made under subd. 3 to 
impose fees, rentals or other charges for the use and occupancy or other operation of ex
isting buildings in an amount calculated to produce net revenues sufficient to pay the 
rentals due and to become due under such lease or sublease. 

10, The power and duty, upon receipt of notice of any assignment by any such non
profit corporation of any lease or sublease made under subd. 3, or of any of its rights 
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under any such sublease, to recognize and give effect to such assignment, and to pay to 
the assignee thereof rentals or other payments then due or which may become due under 
any such lease or sublease which has been so assigned by such nonprofit corporation. 

(b) The state shall be liahle for accrued rentals and for any other default under any 
lease or sublease made under par. (a) 3, and may be sued therefor on contract as in other 
contract actions pmsuant to ell. 285, except that it shall not be necessary for the lessor 
under any such lease or sublease or any assignee of such lessor or any person or other 
legal entity pl'oceeding on behalf of such lessor to file any claim with the legislature prior 
to the commencement of any such action. 

(c ) Nothing in this section empowers the board or the department to incur any state 
debt. 

(d) All powers a'nd duties conferred upon the board or the department pursuant to 
this section shall be exercised 'and performed by resolution of the board. All conveyances, 
leases and subleases made pursuant to this section, when authorized pm'suant to resolu
tion of the board, shall be made, executed and delivered in the name of the department 
of public welfare and shall be signed by the director and sealed with the seal of the 
department. 

(e) All laws, conflicting with any provisions of this section, are, insofar as they con
flict with this section and no further, superseded by this section. 

History: 1961 c. 267; 1963 c. 224. 

46.041 Children's consultation service; establishment; purposes. (1) A program 
to be known as the "children's consultation service" shall be provided. The service 
shall be established at Mendota state hospital or Winnebago state hospital, or at both 
institutions. The service shall; 

(a) Provide for the temporary residence and evaluation of children referred from 
juvenile courts, the institutions and services under the jurisdiction of the department, 
'Wisconsin general hospital, county child welfare agencies, private child welfare agencies, 
schools for the deaf and visually handicapped, and mental health facilities within the 
state at the discretion of the superintendent. 

(b) Promote the development of preventive mental health services to children in 
communities by participating in the training of mental health personnel, by demonstra
tion of methods of evaluation, care and treatment, by assisting in the assessment of 
('ommunity services and the development of the most effective co-ordination between the 
institution and the community, and by offering' services when community resources need 
to be supplemented. 

(2) When a patient is transferred directly from the children's consultation service 
to the Wisconsin general hospital, s. 46.115 shall apply. 

History: 1967 c. 43. 

46.042 Treatment center for emotionally disturbed children. (1) CREATION. There 
shall be constructed and equipped in or neal' Madison a residential facility of approxi
mately 30 beds for the intensive treatment of emotionally disturbed children under the 
administration of the state department of public welfare. Operational planning shall 
provide for close interrelationship between the department and the university medical 
school for conduct of educational and research programs within this facility. 

(2) AmussIONs. Admissions shall be limited to children in the approximate age 
group of 6 to 12 years when admitted and who have legal settlement in this state. Admis
sions shall be made by the director on the recommendation of the staff of the treatment 
center under the following conditions: 

(a) For children committed to the department, by order of the dircctor. 
(b) For all other children, upon the written application of the parent or guardian, 

supported by the certificate of his physician based on personal examination. Such appli
cation shall include consent for such treatments as in the judgment of the superintendent 
are necessary for the patient's health and welfare. Such patient may be discharged by 
the superintendent, or withdrawn by the parent or guardian upon 10 days' written notice, 
but if such withdrawal is against medical advice, the superintendent shaH notify the direc
tor immediately upon receipt of such notice. 

(3) CHARGES. The state shall bear the full cost of care and treatment of patients 
except that the individual or his parents or guarc1ians shall contribute to the cost of treat
ment up to a maximum of $60 per month based on the ability to pay as determined by 
the department. 

(4) STAFF. The professional mec1ical staff shall be appointed by the director upon 
the recommendation of the dean of the University of Wisconsin medical school. The de
partment is authorized to appoint such other staff as is required to operate such facility. 
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(5) FOLLOW-UP. The department may by rule establish procedures for reporting the 
subsequent medical progress of a paticnt, as far as can be determined, whenever a patient 
is released from the treatment center by the superintendent after trcatment. 

46.043 .Wisconsin correctional reception and treatment center. There is established 
a new institution to be known as the 'Wisconsin correctional reception and treatment 
center. The state department of public welfare, with the approval of the governor, lllay 
purchase lands for a suitable site and erect and equip such buildings as it deems neces
sary from funds appropriated for the long-range building program. Such institution 
when constructed shall be maintained and operated by the department for the reception, 
classification and treatment of offenders sentenced to the Wisconsin state prisons and 
for the diagnosis and treatment of persons committed under s. 959.15 (1) and (2). 
All laws pertaining to the care of state prison inmates shall apply. Officers and em
ployes of the institution shall be subject to the same laws as pertain to other penal 
institutions. 

Hi~tory: 1965 c. 520. 

46.044 Youthful offender institution. The department of health and social serv
ices, with the approval of the governor, may purchase land for a suitable site for a 
youthful offender institution. 

HIstory: 1967 c. 315. 

46.046 Wisconsin correctional camp system. The department may establish and 
operate a correctional camp program known as the Wisconsin correctional camp system. 
The director may, with approval of the board, allocate and reallocate existing and 
future facilities as part of this system. The Wisconsin correctional camp system shall 
be an institution as defined in s. 46.03 and sha11be a state prison as defined in s. 53.01. 
Inmates from the Wisconsin state prisons may be transferred to this institution and 
they shall be subject to all laws pertaining to inmates of other penal institutions of this 
state .. Officers and employes of the institution shall be subject to the same laws as per
tain to other penal institutions. Inmates shall not be received on direct commitment from 
the courts. 

History: 1961 c. 637; 1965 c. 520. 

46.047 Medium security prison. The department may construct a medium security 
prison to be known as the Wisconsin correctional institution on state-owned land known 
as prison farm 10 in Dodge county. Inmates from the Wisconsin state prisons may be 
transferred to this institution and they shall be subject to all laws pertaining to inmates 
of other penal institutions of this state. Officers and employes of the institutions 
shall be subject to the same laws as pertain to other penal institutions. Inmates shall 
not be received on direct commitment from the courts. 

History: 1965 c. 520. 

46.048 Central Wisconsin colony and training school. There is established a new 
institution to be located neal' the city of Madison and to be known as the central Wis
consin colony and training school. The state department of public welfare, ,vith the ap
proval of the governor, is authorized to purchase lands for a suitable site and to erect 
and equip such buildings as it deems necessary from funds appropriated for the long
range building' program. Such institution when constructed shall be maintained and op
erated by the department and all laws pertaining to the care of mentally deficient patients 
shall apply. 

46.049 Training school for delinquent boys. The department, with the approval of 
the governor, may purchase or accept a gift of land for a suitable site for an additional 
training school for delinquent boys and erect and equip such buildings as it deems neces
sary at such time as funds lllay be allocated for that purpose by the building conllllis
sion. Such training school or other additional facilities for delinquent boys financed by 
the authorized 1965-67 building program shall be located north of a line between La 
Crosse and Manitowoc. Such institution when constructed shall be maintained and 
operated by the department for the treatment of delinquent boys committed to the de
partment under s. 48.34. All laws pertaining to the care of children received under 
s. 48.34 shall apply. Officers and employes of the institution are subject to the same 
laws as apply to other facilities described in s. 48.52. 

History: 1965 c. 162. 

46.05 Bonds of employes; police powers; investigation of complaints. (1) The 
steward of each institution shall execute and file an official bond in such sum and with 
such sureties as the director prescribes. He shall also require any other officer or other 
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person having the possession or custody of any money or property belonging to the state 
or any ill~titution under its control or supervision to give an official bond, and from time 
to time renew the same. The director may require a position bond whenever it appears 
to him advisable, such position bond to have the same coverage as the official bond. 

(2) The warden and the superintendent of all the state charitahle, curative, penal and 
reformatory institutions and of county hospitals and county homes, and such employes 
under them to whom they delegate police power, may arrest any person within or upon 
the grounds of such institutions whom they have reason to believe guilty of any offense 
against the laws or regulations governing the same; may arrest any vagrant or idle person 
who refuses to leave any such premises; and may take the offender before a magistrate 
and make complaint against him; and for such purpose they shaH possess the powers of 
constables. 

(3) The department shall investigate complaints against any institution under its 
jurisdiction or against the officers 01' employes thereof. For that purpose the director and 
such officers and employes as he authorizes may summon and swear witnesses, take testi
mony and compel the production of books and papers. The department may, on its own 
initiative, investigate the affairs of any institution. Any written communication or com
plaint addressed to thc director or the board or any of its members by any inmate, employe 
or subordinate of any such institution shall be forthwith forwarded unopened to the 
addressee. 

46.06 Lands; condemnation, easements, leases. (1) CONDElIfNATION. When the 
department is authorized and desires to acquire land and is unable to agree with the owner 
upon the terms of purchase, 01' when such agreement cannot be had without unreasonatJle 
delay, the department may condemn the land in the manner prescribed in', chapter 32: 

(2) EASElIIENTS. The department may grant easements for the extension of municipal 
and public utilities onto the lands of the institutions under its jurisdiction, for the purpose 
of connecting railroads, roads, waterworks, sewers, electric lines and similar facilities, .to 
scrve such institutions. 

(3) LEASES. The department may rent additional lands for the operation of tlle insti
tutions under its jurisdiction. 

46.062 Pl1,yment for damaged employe clothing, etc. The department in which an 
employe is employed shall pay the cost of repairing eye glasses, watches or articles of 
clothing damaged in the line of duty where such damage rcsults from any act of a per
son committed to or confined in any state facility, or institution of the state under the 
jurisdiction of the dcpartment of public welfare. If the eye glasses, watches 01' clothes 
are damaged beyond repair, the department shall pay the actual value of such eye glasscs 
or clothing as determined by the rules of the department, and the actual value of watches 
but not to exceed $50 each. The value of such articles shall be determined as of the time 
of the damage thereto. 

46.064 Allowances to inmates. The department may allow as pay to inmates at its 
institutions not to exceed 10 cents per day and not to exceed 50 cents per calendar week 
for employment to be paid from the appropriation made by s. 20.670 (2) (a) [20.435 (3) 
(a) ]. The department shall prescribe the amount of pay and such reasonable hours, 
health and other conditions as shall be observed in connection with the employment. 
This section shall not affect any other statutory provision providing for pay to inmates 
nor shall these provisions act as a limitation on wagcs paid inmates at the state prisons 
or to juveniles transferred to a forestry or conservation camp organized under s. 48.52 
(1) (d). 

History: 1961 c, 365; 1965 c. 625. 

46.065 Wages to prisoners. The department may provide for assistance of pris
oners on their discharge, or for the support of their families while in confinement by the 
allowance of moderate wages; to be paid from the operation, maintenance, farm and con
struction appropriations of the institution in which they are confined. Until the prisoner's 
final discharge, the funds arising therefrom shall be under the control of the officer in 
charge of the institution and shall be used for the benefit of the prisoner and his family. 

History: 1963 c. 346. 

46.066 Freedom of worship; religions ministration. (1) Subject to reasonable 
exercise of the privilege, clergymen of all religious faiths shall be given an opportunity 
to conduct l'sligious services within the state institutions at least once each week, attend
ance at such services to be voluntary. 
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(2) Religious ministration and sacraments according to his faith shall be allowed to 
every inmate who requests them. 

(3) Every inmate who requests it shall have the use of the Bible. 

46.07 Property of inmates and probationers; deposit and distribution. (1) PROP

F:RTY DELIVERED TO STEWARD; CREDIT AND DEBIT. All money including wages under ss. 
46.064, 46.065 and 53.12 and other property delivered to an officer or employe of any 
institution for the benefit of an inmatc shall forthwith be delivered to the steward, who, 
shall enter the same upon his books to the credit of the inmate. Such property shall be 
used only under the direction and with the approval of the superintendent or warden and 
for the benefit of the inmate. If the money remains uncalled for for one year after his 
death or departure from the institution, the superintendent shall deposit the same in the 
general fund. If any inmate leaves property (other than money) uncalled for at an 
institution for one year, the superintendent shall sell the property, and the proceeds shall 
be deposited in the general fund. If any person satisfies the department, within 5 years 
after such deposit, of his right to the deposit, the department shall direct the department 
of administration to draw its warrant in favor of the claimant and it shall charge the 
same to the appropriation made by s. 20.913 (3) (c). 

(2) PROPEH'I'Y DELIVEHED TO Q]'FICER OR EMPLOYE. (a) All money or other property 
paid or delivered to a probation officer or employe of the department by or for the benefit 
of any person on probation or parole shall be immediately transmitted to the department 
and it shall enter the same upon its books to his credit. Such property shall be used only 
under the direction of the department. ' 

(b) If he absconds, the money shall be credited to the revolving fund created by sec
tion 57.075; and other propcrty if not ('alled for within oneye~r shall be sold by the de
partment and the proceeds shall be credited to said fund. 

( c) If any person, within 5 years after such crediting of funds, satisfies the depart
ment that he is entitled thereto, the dcpartment shall certify the amount thereof to the 
dGpartment of administration for payment to the claimant from the appropriation made 
by s. 20.435 (3) (km). 

History. 1963 c. 346; 1965 c. 433 s. 121; 1967 c. 291 s. 14. 

46.08 Audits and estimates of expenditures of institutions. Each month the super
intendent of eacb institution shall preparE' anrl file in duplicate with the department a 
detailed, estimate of the expenditures which will be necessary for each institution during 
thc next month. No liability Ehall be incurred without such estimate being first made and 
approved by the department. The department shall fix a time, as often as once in each 
month,for auditing all accounts and charges against institutions. 

46.09 Purchases, bills, audits, payments. (1) STEWARD AS BUSINESS :l.fANAGEH. The 
steward of each institution shall be the local business manager and requisitioning officer, 
subject to the direction and the rules and regulations of the department, and within the 
limits of the approved monthly estimates shall purchase (as provided in ss. 16.70 to 
16.82) all necessary materials and supplies. He shall have the immediate charge of all 
books, accounts, papers and records relating to its financial managemeI].t, shall keep de
tailed accounts of all receipts and expenditures, and shall be responsible for the safe
keeping and economical use of all stores and supplies. 

(2) BUT'l'ER AND CHEESE. No butter or cheese not made wholly and directly from pure 
milk or cream, salt and harmless coloring matter shall be used in any of the institutions 
of the state. 

(3) PUBLIC WELFAHE INSTITUTIONS PRE-AUDIT; PAY:l.1ENTS. Unless other\vise pro
vided by law, no bills shall be incurred in the management of such institutions nor be paid 
until they have been audited by the public welfare department under the supervision of 
the department of administration. All payments shall be made on the warrant of the 
department of administration drawn in accordance with the certificate of the proper des
ignated officer of the public welfare department. All claims and accounts before being 
certified to the department of administration by the aforesaid department, shaH be veri
fied and approved in the same manner as provided in s. 36.10 (2). 

46.10 Maintenance of inmates or outpatients, liability; collection and deportation 
counsel; collections; court action; recovery. (1) Liability for outpatient services and 
supplies and for the maintenance of patients in the institutions specified in this section 
and the collection and enforcement of such liability is governed exclusively by this section. 

(2) Any outpatient or patient in any charitable or curative institution of the state 
including the Wisconsin general hospital 01' of any county or municipality, in which 

I the state is chargeable with all or a part of the patient's maintenance, except tubercu-
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losis patients mentioned in ch. 50 and ss. 51.27 and 58.06 (2), or heretofore or hereafter 
committed or admitted to any such institution, and his property and estate, including 
his homestead, or the husband or wife of such patient and their property or estates, in
cluding their homesteads, and in the case of a millOr child the father or mother of the 
patient, and their property and estates, including their homesteads, shall be liable for 
such patient's maintenance not exceeding the actual per capita cost thereof, except as 
provided in sub. (14) and s. 51.37 (4), and the department may bring action for the 
enforcement of such liability, except that when it is shown that a husband, wife, widow 
0]' minors, or an incapacitated person may be lawfully dependent upon such property 
for their support, the court shall give due regard to this fact and release all or such part of 
the property and estate from such charge that may be necessary to provide for such 
persons. '1'he department shall make every reasonable effort to notify the relatives 
liable as soon as possible after the beginning of the maintenance but such notice or the 
receipt thereof is not a condition of liability of the relative. 

(3) After investigation of the ability to pay of the patient or relative liable for such 
maintenance, the department shall make collection from the patient or the person who in 
the opinion of the department under all of the circumstances is best able to pay, giving 
due regard to relationship and the present needs of the person or of his lawful dependents. 
However, the liability of relatives for maintenance shall be in the following order: first, 
the husband or wife of the patient; then, in the case of a minor, the father, and lastly 
the mother. 

(4) Upon the failure of any relative liable for maintenance to make payment or enter 
into or comply with an agreement for payment, the department may apply to the county 
court of the county in which the patient resides or has a legal settlement or in which such 
relative resides for an order to compel payment by such relative. Upon failure to comply 
with that order, the department may commence an action to recover the amount due. 

(5) Upon such application the county court shall hear the allegations and proofs of 
the parties and shall by order require payment of maintenance by the relative liable there
for, if of sufficient ability, having due regard to the present needs of himself and his 
lawful dependents. The order shall specify an amount for maintenance to he paid period
ically during a specified period or until the furtller order of the court. Notice of hearing 
on the application shall be served upon such relative at least 10 days prior to the hearing 
in the manner of service of a summons in the circuit court. Upon application of any 
interested party, and upon like notice and procedure, the county court may modify such 
order. Any party aggrieved by such order or by the judgment of the court may appeal 
therefrom in the manner provided by law. If an appeal is taken by the department, an 
undertaking need not be filed. 

(6) The per capita cost of maintenance shall be computed by the department. The 
sworn statement of the superintendent of the institution in which such patient is or was 
maintained, or of the collection and deportation counsel, 01' of the director, shall be 
evidence of such cost, and of the time spent by the patient in the institution. 

(7) The department shall administer and enforce this section. It shall appoint an 
attorney to be designated "collection and deportation counsel" and other necessary assist-
811tS. The department may delegate to such counsel such other powers and duties as it 
deems advisable. He or any of his assistants may administer oaths, take affidavits and 
testimony, examine public records, subpoena witnesses and the production of books, 
papers; records, and documents material to any maHer of proceeding relating to payments 
for the cost of maintenance. The department shall encourage agreements or settlements 
with the patient or the relative liable for his maintenance, having due regard to ability to 
pay and the present needs of lawful dependents. 

(8) The department may: 
(a) Appear for the state in any and all collection and deportation matters arising 

in the several courts, and may commence suit in the name of the department to recover 
the cost of maintenance against the person liable therefor. 

(b) Determine whether any patien'ts are subject to deportation; and on behalf of this 
state enter into reciprocal agreements with other states for deportation and importation 
of persons who are public charges, upon such terms as will protect the state's interests and 
promote mutual amicable relations with other states. 

(c) From time to time investigate the financial condition and needs of such patients 
and of the relatives liable for their maintenance, their ability to presently maintain them
selves, the persons legally dependent upon them for support, the protection of the prop
erty and investments of patients and relatives from which they derive their living and 
their care and protection, for the purpose of ascertaining the ability of any patient or of 
any such relative to make payment in whole or in part for the maintenance of such patients. 
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(d) After due regard to the case and to a wife, husband and minor children who are 
lawfully dependent on the property for support, compromi~e or waive the whole or any 
portion of any claim which the state and county may have for cost of maintenancc. 

(e) Make agreements with relatives liable therefor, or who may be willing to aSSllme 
the cost of maintenance of any patient, providing for the payment of such costs at a speci
fied rate or amount. 

(f) 1. Make adjustment and settlement with the several counties for their propel' 
share of all moneys collected. 

2. Adjustment and settlement of all moneys collected for care furnished in a county 
mental hospital established pursuant to s. 51.25, and the county mental health center, 
south division, established under s. 51.24 (1) shall be as follows: 

a. "Where a patient has legal settlement in a county of this state, the afljustment and 
settlement between the state and county of legal settlement shall be at the percentage 
rate of participation determined pursuant to s .. 51.08 (2) and (3) as of July 1 of the 
/lscal year in which such collections are made. 

b. 100% to the state when the patient has no legal settlement in any county. 
c. Adjustments and settlement shall be made with the state and the several counties, 

as soon after the close of each quarter as is practicable. for all moneys collected under 
S8. 49.46 and 49.47 for care of patients in county mental hospitals established pursuant 
to s. 51.2,15. Settlement for the last qUal·ter of each fiscal year shall be made not later 
than the following Aug'ust 15. This section shall apply to collections made on and after 
.July 1, 1967. 

3. Adjustment and settlement of all moneys collected for care furnished after July 
1,1964, at the county mental health center, north division, established undcr s. 51.24 (1) 
shall be as follows: 

a. Sixty per cent to the state and 40% to the county of legal settlement when the 
patient is hospitalized in the county of his legal settlement. 

b. Prorate between state and county of legal settlement on the pcrcentage ratio each 
has contributed of the individual average pel' capita cost where the patient has legal 
settlement in a county other than the county where hospitalized. 

c. 100 per cent to the state where the patient has no legal settlement in any county. 
4. Adjustment and settlement of all moneys collected for eare furnished in the state 

hospitals as defined in s. 51.001 (3), excluding the treatment center for emotionally 
disturbed children, shall be as follows: 

a. Where a patient has legal settlement in a county of this state, adjustment and 
settlement between the state and county of legal settlement of all moneys collected for 
5crvices provided in a hospital for the mentally ill shall be at the percentage rate of 
participation determined pursuant to s. 51.08 (1) (a) as of July 1 of the fiscal year in 
which such collections are made. 

b. Where a patient has leg'al settlement in a county of this state, adjustment and 
settlement between the state and county of settlement of all moneys collected for services 
provided in a colony for the mentally retarded, excluding payments of medical assistance 
under ch. 49, shall be at the percentage rate of participation in the pCI' capita cost of 
care as determined pursuant to s. 51.08 (1) (b) as of July 1 of the fiscal year in which 
such collections are made. 

c. 100% to the state when the patient has no legal settlement in any county. 
Not,,: Chapter 479. laws of 1963. which repealed and recreated 46.10 (8) (f). did not 

refer to the changes made by Chapter 166. laws of 1963. 

(9) Any person who wilfully testifies falsely as to any lllaterialmatter in an investiga
tion or proceeding under this section shall be guilty of perjury. Banks, insUl'allce com
panies, savings and loan associations, brokers and fiduciaries, upon request of the depart
went, shall furnish in writing and duly certified, full information regarding the propelty, 
earnings 01' income or any funds deposited to the credit of or owing to ,such patient or 
any person legally responsible for the maintennnce of such patient. Such certified state
ment shall be admissible in evidence in any action 01' proceeding to compel payment for 
the maintenance of such patient, and shall be evidence of the facts therein stated, provided 
a copy of such statement be served upon the party sought to be charged not less than 3 
days before the hearing. 

(10) The department shall make all reasonable and proper efforts to collect all claims 
for maintenance, to keep payments current, and to periodically review all unpaid claims. 

(11) In any action to recover maintenance, the stalute of limitations may be pleaded in 
defense. 

(12) The district attorney 01' his assistants in counties having a population of 500,000 
or more shall, in maliers pertaining to the recovery of the cost of maintenance of inmates 
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in county and state institutions having a legal settlement in such county, have the same 
authority as granted in this section to the state department of public welfare. 

(13) This section does not impair any rights or liability exis ting prior to June 19, 
1947. 

(14) After November 3, 1967, wherever the actual pel' capita cost for care and 
maintenance of patients under 21 years of age at county mental hospitals, a county 
mental health center under s. 51.24, the colonies and training schools, Mendota state 
hospital, Winnebago state hospital and central state hospital exceeds $60 for a month 
of 31 days, liability of such patients or parents under sub. (2) shall be limited to $60 
per month. In any case the department may grant a lesser special rate per month 
based on the ability to pay of the patient or parent, and no liability shall accrue for 
the difference between the lesser special rate and $60. Where parents hold hospitaliza
tion insurance paying benefits in excess of $60 a month, they shall be liable to the 
extent of the coverage provided by the hospitalization insurance but not in excess of 
the actual per capita cost of care and maintenance. 

History, 1961 c. 394; 1963 c. 166, 479; 1967 c. 43, 120, 323. 
See no'te to 312.16, citing State Depart- Amendment of the statutes by ch. 620, 

ment of Public 'Velfare V. LeMere, 19 ,y Laws 1959, regarding prorating of charges 
(2d) 412, 120 NW (2d) 695. discussed. Particular attention given to 

public welfare cases. 49 Atty. Gen. 105. 

46.105 Wisconsin general hospital accounts; collection. The department shall make 
all reasonable and proper efforts, including court actions, to collect all delinquent special 
rate 01' pay accounts at the 'Wisconsin general hospital. All moneys collected shall be de~ 
posited weekly with the state treasurer who shall credit 15% thereof to the appro
priation made by s. 20.435 (8) (k), and the balance thereof to the appropriation made by 
H. 20.285 (3) (g). 

Historn 1965 c. 433 s. 121; 1967 c. 291 s. 14. 

46.106 Maintenance of inmates; settlements between state and counties. (1) When 
a person is committed or admitted to a charitable, curative, reformatory or penal instituc 
tion of the state or of a county (except tuberculosis patients under ch. 50 and ss. 51.27 
and 58.06 (2)) the committing or admitting judge 01' board shall determine his~egal settle
ment.pursuant to s. 49.10, aud certify the same to the superintendent of the institution 
and to the county clerk of the county of legal settlement. The county of his legal settle
ment shall be charged with his support as provided by law. If it is found that. he does 
not have a legal settlement in the state, the state shall be charged with his support, and 
the judge or board shall submit a transcript of the testimony taken with .respect to legal 
settlement to the department. Nothing' shall prevent a recovery of the actual per capita 
cost of such maintenance by the department or by the county in counties having a popu
lation of 500,000 or more, or prohibit the acceptance by the department of paymen,t of 
the cost of maintenance, or a part thereof, by such person or anyone in his ·behalf. ' 

(1m) NOTICE BY COMMITTING OR ADMITTING COURT. Notwithstanding any other ,pro
vision of the statutes, whenever a determination of legal settlement of a committe(i, or 
admitted mental patient is made, including temporary detention under s. 51.04 (.2) ,and 
(3), the judge making such determination shall within 20 days notify by forwarding a 
copy of the commitment, admission or application, as the case may be, by certified mail 
to the district attorney or corporation counsel of the county of legal settlement so deter
mined, and the state department of public welfare in all instances. Notice n,eed not be 
given to a county that has been represented in the determination by counsel. 1£ such notice 
is not given within 20 days, the county of commitment 01' admissiOll shall be liable ~9r the 
cost of care and maintenance of the patient until such notice is given, and the state or 
county latcr notified shall be liable only for such costs incurred fro111the time notice is 
given. Jf a county so notified is found not to be the county of legal settlementjn a pro
ceeding under .suh. (4), the county of ,actua~ legal settlement, or the state may be hel(i 
llable irrespective of notice if a party to the proceeding under sub. (4). 
. (2) STATEIIIENT OF COUNTY LIABILITY. On July 1 in each year the department shall 
prepare a statement of the amounts due from the several counties to the state for: ,the 
~naintenance, care and treatment of inmates at public charge in state and county char
itable,. curative, reformatory and penal institutions for the preceding fiscal year and shall 
give the name of every inmate in each state institution whose support is partly charge
able to SOllle county, and the name of every inmatl' in each ('ounty institution whose sup
port is wholly chargeable in the first instance to the state and partly chargeable over to 
some county; and the legal settlement of each inmate, the number of weeks for which sup
port is charged, the amount due the county for maintenance, and the amount due to the 
state from the county, itemized as to board, clothing, dental, burial, smgical and transfer. 
The department shall file such statement with the department of administration, and mail 
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a duplicate to the clerk of each county charged. Thereupon the commissioner of admin
istration shall charge to the several counties the amounts so due, which amounts shall be 
certified by the secretary of state, upon information certified to him by the commissioner 
of administration, and levied, collected and paid into the state treasury as a special 
charge, at the same time as the state taxes. The amount so paid into the state treasury 
on account of care of patients in county hospitals shall be apportioned and paid to the 
counties to which it is due, from time to time, in the propo,l'tion that the total collec
tions from all counties for the care of such patients bear to the total charges against all 
counties for such care. The department of administration shall make thefi1'3t apportion
ment and payment on April 1, in each year, covering collections to and including March 
22. The collections made after March 22 and through August 20 shall be apportioned and 
paid on September 1 following, and the final payment shall be made on December 1. 

(3) STATEMENT OF COUNTY CLAIMS. On July 1 in each year the officer in charge of 
each county charitable, curative, reformatory and penal institution shall prepare a state
ment of the amount due from the state to the county for the maintenance, care and treat
ment of inmates at public charge on forms SUPPlied by the department. Such statement 
shall cover the preceding fiscal year and shall give the name of each inmate whose support 
is partly or wholly chargeable to the state; and his legal settlement, the number of weeks 
for which support is charged and the amount due to the county from the state, itemized as 
to board, clothing, dental, burial, surgical and trans~er. Said statement shall be verified 
by the officer making it and eertified by the trustees of the institution to the department, 
and a duplicate thereof shall be forwarded to the county clerk. The department shall 
credit the county with the amount due the county for any recovery of· maintenance and 
shall certify said statement to the department of administration, 'which shall pay the 
aggregate amount found due each county as provided in sub. (2). . 

(4) RELIEF FR01.[ ERRONEOUS CHARGES TO COUNTY OR STATE. When the state or a 
county feels that the cost of the care of an inmate or patient is improperly charged to it, 
the matter may be determined by the department after a hearing. The department may 
on its own motion order a hearing if the charge is against the state. If· it is against a 
county the district attorney for the county may apply in writing to the department for a 
hearing. The application shall designate the county to which the inmate is chargeable, or 
if it be claimed that he is chargeable to' the state, it shall so state. The department shall 
give reasonable notice to the parties interested of the time and place they may be heard. 
The application may be supported by affidavits and other proper evidence. At the hear
ing and in the determination of the matter, evidence of a 'court determination of legal 
settlement (or of no settlement) of the patient or inmate shall be regarded as an admirl
istrative determination, of such legal settlement status, by the judge and not by the court. 
If upon the hearing the department grants the relief asked for, it shall· order a proper 
charge against the county chargeable, or against the state; and the inmate's sllpport shall 
be charged accordingly. 

(5) REVIEW UNDER CHAPTER 227. The order of the department shall be subject to 
review as provided in chapter 227. Upon entry of final judgment the department shall 
make 'the proper chal'ge or credit or both and certify the same to the department of 
administration. 

(6) CORRECTION OF ERRONEOUS CHARGES. Any enol' in the accounts between the state 
and a. county fOl' the support of any inmate in any such institution, 01' in the amount cer
tified to a county as due and.tobe assessed upon it on account of E;uch support, when cer
tified by the department, shall be con-ected by the department of administration by a 
proper ch~.rge or credit 01' both on the next state tax. • 

46.11 . Transfer of inmates. (1) When an inmate of a state or county iI'lstitution 
is lawfully moved from OIie institution to another by the department, the superintendent 
of the institution Nom which he is removed shall notify the committing court of We 
removal. 1 

(2) The department may designate in the removal order a person to make the tl'ansfer, 
The person designated shall receive no compensation,· but shall be paid his necessary 
traveling expenses and those of the inmate and of any necessary assistant, to be adjusted 
by the department and charged to the current expense fund of the institution from which 
the removal is made as part of the inmate's maintenance costs. This amendment (1947) 
shall be effective as of July 1, 1946, 

46.115 Sick inmates; transfer to state hospital; treatment. (1) The department 
shall apply to the board of regents of the university for the admission to the Wisconsin 
general hospital of any inmate of any state institution under the depm·tment, or· of any 
person committed to or applying for admission thereto, or of any other person com-
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mitted to the department,who is afflicted with any deformity or ailment, which can 
probably be remedied, or which can be advantageously treated at such hospital, if he 
cannot receive proper care at the institution to which he has been committed or to which 
he has applied for admission. '1'he application shall be accompanied by the report of the 
physician of such institution or of a physician appointed by the department, in the same 
form as reports of physicians for the admission of patients to the hospital. 

(2) .The cost of treatment shall be at the rate charged the county for county patients, 
and shall be chargeable one-half to· the institution and one-half to the state. The depart
ment may payout of such operation fund to the institution the necessary traveling ex
penses, including the expenses for an attendant when needed. Payments for the treatment 
of such patients are to be made by the department tD the university for the portion charge
able to the operation fund .of the ihstitution i and the portion chargeable to the state shall 
be certified and paid as provided in s. 142.08 (2). 

46.12 Sterilization of defectives. (1) The department may appoint a surgeon and 
a psychiatrist, of recognized ability, as experts, who (in conjunction with the superin
tendents of the state and county institutions who have charge of criminal, mentally ill 
and mentally deficient persons) shall examine inmates and patients of such institutions 
as to their mental and physical condition. 

(2) The department may submit to the experts and to the superintendent the name of 
inmates 01' patients they desire examined, and the experts and the superintendent shall 
meet, take evidence and examine into the mental and physical condition of the named in-
mates or patients and report thereon to the department. . 

(3)1£ the experts and superintendent unanimously find that procreation is inadvisable 
the department may authorize an operation for the prevention of procreation. 

(4) Before such operation, the department shall give at least 30 days' notice in writing 
to the husband or wife, parent or guardian of the inmat~ or patient, if known, and if 
unknown, to the person with whom such inmate 01' patient last resided . 

. . (5) The experts shall receive as compensation $10 pel' day and expenses for the days 
consumed in the performance of their duties . 

. (6) The·. record made upoll the examination shall be filed in the department; and , 
semiannually after, the operation, the. superintenderit of the institution where such inmate 
or patient is confined shall report to the department his condition. , 

en The department shall state in its biennial report the number of operations .per
formed uJ;lder this section and the result of the operations. 

46.13 Wassermann tests. The department may arrange with the state laboratory 
of hygiene to secure the Wassermann test for any person confined in any state 01' county 
institution. 

46.14 Reports of state institutions. (1) MONTHLY. The officer in charge of each 
state institution under the. control of the department shall report monthly to the de
partment, an itemized statement of all receipts and disbursements, and of the daily number 
of inmates, officers, teachers and employes, and of the wages paid to each. 

(2) BIENNIAL. On July 1 in each even-numbered year such officer shall report to the 
department, covering the preceding biennial fiscal term, a summarized statement of the 
mllnllgement of e,;ery depllrtment of the institution and of aU receipts and disbursements, 
and such other information as may be required by the department. 

46.15 Biennial report of department to governttl'. On or before December 1 in 
each even-numperecl year the de.partment shall report to the governor its proceedings dur·· 
ing the preceding biennial fiscal term, with such recommendations as it deems fit respect
ing the subjects in its charge or under its supervision; and a financial statement of its 
operations; a· summary of the results of its visits, inspections and investigations and of 
all statistical information collected by it, properly tabulated; and a concise statement 
showing the condition of said institution. 

46.16 General supervision and inspection by department. (1) GENERALLY. The 
department. shall investigate and supervise all the charitable, curative, reformatory and 
penal institutions, including county infirmaries of every county and municipality (except 
tuberculosis sanatoriuIlls); all detention homes for children and all industrial schools, 
hospitals, asylums and institutions, organized for the purpose set forth in section 58.01, 
and familiarize itself with all the circumstances affecting their management and useful
ness. 

(2) CHILD WELFARE AGENCIES; FOSTER HOMES; CHILD OARE CENTERS; DAY NURSERIES; 
NURSERY SOHOOLS. It may license and revoke licenses of and exercise supervision over all 
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child wclfare agencies and the placement of children in foster homes, and grant permits to 
foster homes, child care centers, day nurseries and nursery schools. In the discharge of 
this duty it may inspect the records of child welfare agencies, child care centers, day 
nurseries, nursery schools and visit all institutions conducted by them and all foster 
homes in which children are placed. 

(3) COUNTY HOMES, POOR REUEF. It shall visit the county homes and ascertain the 
number of each sex and the number of mentally ill, mentally deficient, deaf or blind per
sons, and children supported in each, at what cost and under what circumstances affecting 
their health, comfort, morals and education; collect statistics of the cost of support, and 
other important facts, of the poor relieved at public expense outside of county homes; 
and collect information as to the adequacy and efficiency of existing laws for the support 
and relief of the poor, and the causes of pauperism in the state. 

(4) PRISONS. It shall visit all places in which persons convicted or suspected of crime 
or mentally ill persons are confined, and ascertain their arrangement for the separation 
of the hardened criminals from juvenile offenders and persons suspected of crime or de
tained as witnesses; collect statistics concerning thE, inmates, their treatment, employment 
and reformation; and collect information of other facts and considerations affecting the 
increase or decrease of crime and mental illness. 

(5) INSP~CTIONS. It shall inquire into the methods of treatment, instruction, govern
ment and management of inmates of the institutions mentioned in this section; the con
duct of their trustees, managers, directors, superintendents and other officers and em
ployes; the condition of the buildings, grounds and aU other property pertaining to said 
institutions, and all other matters pertaining to their usefulness and management; and 
recommend to the officers in charge such changes and additional provisions as it deems 
proper. 

(6) FREQUENCY OF INSPECTIONS. It shall inspect and investigate each institution an
m\ally, or oftener; and, when directed by the governor, it shall make special investigation 
into its management, or anything connected therewith, and report to him the testimony 
taken, the facts found and conclusions thereon. 

(7) ENFOROEMENT BY ATT.QRNEY,GENEJ,lAL AND DISTRICT ATTORNEYS. , Upon request of 
the department, the attorney general or the district attorney of the proper county shall 
aid in any investigation, inspection, hearing or trial llad under the provisions of this 
chapter, or those sections 'of ch. 48 relating to powers of the department, and shall insti
tute and prosecute all necessary actions or proceedings for the enforcement of such pro
visions and for the punishment of violations of the same. The attorney general or district 
attorney so requested shaJI report or confer with the department regarding the request, 
withiI] .30 days after the receipt of such request. 

(8) OPPORTUNITY TO INSPECT. All trustees, managers, directors, superintendents 'and 
other officers or employes of such institutions shall at all times afford to every member 
of the department and its agents, unrestraimid facility for inspection of and free access 
to all pai'ts of the buildings and grounds and to all books and papers of such institutions j 
alid shaIl give, either verbally or in writing, such information as the departm,ent requires; 
and if any person 6ffEmds against this requirement he shall forfeit not less than $10 nor 
more than $100. 

(9) . TESTHfONIAL J;>OWEIl; EXPENSES. The director or any person delegated by him 
may administei' oaths and take t!3stimony; and may cause depositions to be taken. All 
expenses of the investigations, including fees of officers and witnesses, shall be charged 
to the appropriation for the department. 

(10) STATISTICS TO BE FURNISHED. Wherever the department is required to collect 
statistics, the person or agency shall furnish the required statistics on request. 

46.165 Joint committee on standards. A joint committee on institution standards 
consisting of 9 members shall develop minimum uniform standards for the care, treat
ment, health, safety, welfare and comfort of patients in county institutions and in the 
Gr!\nd Army home for veterans at King in accordance with ss. 49.18 (1) (b), 49.20 (2), 
49.61 (1m), 51.24 (1) and 51.25. Three members shall he from the membership of the 
state board of public welfare chosen by such board. One member shall be from the de
partment of veterans affairs chosen by the board of veterans affairs. Five members 
shall be choscn by the governor and shall be designated as the county board member, the 
county trustee member, the county superintendent member, the county homes member 
/lnd the member from counties having a population of 500,000 or more. 'I.'he coun
ty board member shall be chosen frolll a list of 5 names of county board chairmen 
submitted by the Wisconsin county boards association. The county trustee and super
intendent members shaU be chosen from a list of 5 nallles for each position submitted 
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by the Wisconsin county hospital association. The county home member shall be chosen 
from a list of 5 names submitted by the Wisconsin county homes association. The mem
ber from counties having a population of 500,000 or more shall be chosen from a list of 
5 nallles submitted by the board of public welfare of such county. Terms of office shall 
begin on January 1, 1952, and shall continue for a period of 2 years. Any member 
sh~ll be disqualified and cease to be a member of the committee. upon losing the status 
upon which his appointment as a member was based. Vacancies shall be filled in the 
original manner for the unexpired term. All members shall serve without compensation 
but shall receive their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of 
their duties. The board may establish and enforce the standards submitted by the joint 
cOlllmittee. Annually, between January 1 and June 1 of each year the joint committee 
on standards shall review the minimum standards and rules for their establishment 
and enforcement and recommend to the state board of public welfare any changes. 
Such changes shall be effective as of July 1 of that year. If any county home or infirmary 
or hospital fails within 90 days to comply with the uniform standards in a manner 

, satisfactory to the department it may suspend state aid to such institution. 
History: 1963 c. 479; 1965 c. 528. 

46.17 County buildings; establishment, approval, inspection. (1) The department 
shall fix. reasonable standards and regulations for the design, construction, repair and 
maintenance of county homes, county infirmaries, county hospitals, houses of correction, 
reforestation camps maintained under s. 56.07, jails and lockups, and juvenile detention 
homes, with respect to their adequacy and fitness for the needs which they are to serve. 

(2) The selection and purchase of the site, and the plans, specifications and erection 
of buildings for such institutions shall be subject to the approval of the department. 

(3) Before any such building is occupied, and annually or oftener thereafter, the de_ 
partment shall inspect it with respect to safety, sanitation, adequacy and fitness, and re
port to the authorities conducting the institution any deficiency found, and order the 
necessary work to correct it or a new building. If within 6 months thereafter such work is 
not commenced, 01' not completed within a reasonable period thereafter, to the satisfaction 
of the department, it shall suspend the allowance of state aid for, and prohibit the use of 
such building until said order is complied with. 

History: 1965 c. 39. 

46.18 Trustees of county institutions. (1) TRUSTEES. Every county home, in
firmary, hospital, tuberculosis hospital or sanatorium, or similar institution, or house of 
correction established by any county whose population is less than 500,000, shall (subject 
to regulations approved by the county board) be managed by 3 trustees, electors of the 
county, elected by ballot by the county board. Six months before completion of the 
buildings for any such institution the county board shall elect 3 trustees whose terms 
shall begin at once and end, respectively, on the first Monday of the 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
January next thereafter. At its annual meeting in every subsequent year (and prior to 
January next) the county board shall elect one trustee for a term of 3 years to begin on 
the first Monday of January next thereafter. Any vacancy shall be filled for the 
unexpired term by the county board; but the county chairman may appoint a trustee to 
fill such vacancy until the county board acts. 

(2) ELIGIBILITY. No member of the county board shall serve as a trustee during the 
term for which he was elected. No trustee shall have any other lucrative office or em
ployment in the county government; nor be eligible, during the term for which he was 
elected, to the office of superintendent of the institution in his charge with the exception 
of a pension and relief board member. 

(3) REMOVAL OF TRUS'l'EE. Any trustee may be removed from office for misconduct or 
neglect, by a two-thirds vote of the county board, on due notice in writing and hearing of 
the charges against him. 

(4) OATH OF OFFICE, BOND, EXPENSES, PAY. Each trustee shall take and file the official 
oath and execute and file an official bond to the county, in the amount determined by the 
county board, and the sufficiency of the sureties shall be approved by the chairman of the 
board. Each trustee shall be reimbmsed his traveling expenses necessarily incurred in the 
dischargllof his duties, and shall receive the compensation fixed by the county board, unless 
otherwise provided by law. 

(5) OFFICERS. The trustces shall elect a president. The superintendent of the in
stitution shall be ex officio secretary. 

(6) MONTHLY AUDIT; SUITS. At least once each month the trustees shall audit all 
claims against the county incurred on behalf of said institutions, when presented to them 
verified under oath by the claimant or his agent IIndl when allowed, the president and 
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secretary shall certify such claims to the county clerk who shall thereupon issue county 
orders for their payment. The trustees may sue and dcfend in the name of the county 
any cause for action involving the interest of said institution and may employ counsel for 
that purpose. All receipts on account of said institutions shall b,e paid into the county 
treasury within one week after receipt. . 

(7) FISCAL YEAR. Thc fiscal year of each institution shall commence July 1. and ,end 
June 30 of the following year. 

(8) BOOKKEEPING. The department shall formulate a system of keeping the books, 
accounts and records, and shall furnish blanks for reports, and reports shall be made 
accordingly. ' 

(9) REPORTS; ACCOUN'I.'S. The trustees shall install a system of accounting and report
ing, under the supervision of the department, and shall conduct its business in confol'D).~ty 
therewith; and the department may from time to time audit the books, records, documents, 
accounts and transactions of each institution. 

(10) ANNUAL REPORT. On July 1 of each year the trustees shall prepare a repol't for 
the preceding fiscal year and shall transmit a copy to the department, a copy to the county 
clerk, and keep a copy on file at the institution. Such report shall be accompanied by an 
inventory of all properties on hand oil the last day of the fiscal year, an estimate of the 
receipts and expenditures for the Cllrrent fiscal year, and the reports of the superintend
ent and visiting physician, of the institution. 

(11) COUNTY APPROPRIATION. The county board shall annually appropriate for oper
ation and maintenance of each such institution not less than'the amotmt of state aid esti
mated by the trustees to aCCl'lle to said institution; or such lesser sum as may be estimated 
by the trustees to be necessary for operation and maintenance. 

(12) Ex OFFICIO DUTIES. The county board may provide that the trustees of ~ny 
institution shall be the trustees of any other institution. 

(13) BUILDING RESERVE FUND. The county board shall maintain as ,a segregated cash 
reserve the 2% charge authorized by s. 16.58 (8). It may from time to time appropriate 
from such reserve sums to be expended solely for the enlargement, '.nlOdernization or 
replacement of such infirmary and its equipment. 

(14) INCENTIVE PAYlIrENTS TO PATIENTS IN MENTAL HOSPITALS. The county board 
may authorize the board of trustees of any county mental hospital to establish a program 
of incentive payments so as to provide incentive and encomagement' to patients 'by the 
disbursement of small weekly payments but not restricted to WOl'k allowances;" Incentive 
payments paid to inmates shall not' be included as costs in ai'riving at the per c~pita rate 
for state aids or charges to other counties and the state for care of inmates. In counties 
having a population of 500,000 or more the' board of public welfare under ·s. 46.21 may 
establish a similar program if authorized by the county board. 

Hist01'Y' 1965 c. 39, 154, 659 s. 24 (12). 

46.19 Officers and employes of county institutions. (1) The trustees shall appoint 
a superintendent of each institution and may remove him for cause as defined in s. 17.16 
(2) on due notice in writing and hearing of the charges against him. 

(2) The trustees shall prescrihe the duties of the superintendent. He shall. execute 
and file an official bond with sureties approved by.the trustees. 

(3) Subject to the approval of the trustees, the superintendent shall appoint and pre
scribe the duties of necessary additional officers and employes of the institution, and may 
remove them at his discretion, subject to the county civil service law. 

( 4) The salaries of the superintendent, visiting physician and all necessary additional 
officers and employes . shall be fixed by the county board. 

History. 1965 c. 91. 

46.20 Joint county institutions .. (1) Any 2 or more counties may jointly, by ma
jority vote of all the members of each county board, provide for a county home, infirm
ary, hospital, tuberculosis hospital or sanatorium, or similar institution, house of correC
tion or juvenile detention home, which shall be established, maintained and operated pur
suant to all the statutes relating to the establishment, maintenance and operation of simi
lar institutions, respectively, by any single county whose population is less than 250,000, 
except as otherwise provided in this section; and in all respects, except as herein speci
fied, each such institution shall be the county institution of each of the 'counties so 
joining. 

(2) The county board of each such county shall elect 3 of its members to represent 
the county in a joint committee to select the site, anywhere within either of said counties, 
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and prepare the plans and specifications of the buildings, for such institution; and said 
joint committee shall be vested with all functions, relative to the establishment of such 
institution, possessed by the county bORrd relative to like county institutions. 

(3) Upon approval of the site, plans and specifications, as provided in s. 50.01 as to 
tuberculosis sanatoriums and s. 46.17, as to other institutions the joint committce shall 
report to the several county boards the estimated cost of said site and buildings, and the 
amount thereof chargeable to each county on the basis set forth in sub. (6) (a), append
ing to each report a copy of the plans and specifications and all matter relating to said 
site and buildings; and if the said report shall be approved by each county board, the 
joint committee shall purchase said site and cause said buildings to be erected in accord
ance with the plans and specifications. 

(4) The functions of the joint committee shall terminate upon completion of said 
buildings; and the board of trustees thei'eupon elected shall be composed of 2 electol's 
from each county when 2 counties join, and of one elector from each county in all other 
cases; which trustees, except those elected at first elections, shall hold during terms of 4 
years in the former case, and as many years as there are counties joining in the other 
cases''l'rustees elected at first elections shall hold for terms beginning at once and so end
ing that the terms of one member only will expire on the first Monday of each succeeding 
January, beginning with January of the second year thereafter; which terms shall be al
lotted h) the .respective .tl'usteesat their first meeting. The county board of each county 
joining shall at an annual meeting elect a successor to any trustee from such county whose 
term will expire on the first Monday of the next following January. The trustees shall 
have the qualifications and functions and be subject to the limitations and restrictions of 
trustees elected pursuant to section 46.18. They shall be reimbursed their traveling ex
penses necessarily incurred in the discharge of their functions, and shall receive compen
sation similar to that of the trustees, respectively, of like county institutions; and if the 
county board is empowered to fix the latter, the compensation of the joint trustees shall 
be fixed by joint action of the county boards. 

(5) All receipts on account of such institution shall be paid into the treasury of the 
county in which said institution is located. 

(6) Prior to the election of the tru~tees the joint committee, and thereafter the board 
of trustees, shall alidit all clailI)s llgainst said counties on account of such institution; and 
all such claims shall, in the first instance, be certified to and paid by the county in which 
said instituiiol). is located, subject to apportionment and adjustment among the several 
counties as follows: 

(a) All expenditures fo~·thesite, buildings, furniture, equipment, and permanent im
provements, after deducting all receipts therefor except county appropriations, shall im
mediately FPon payment be apportioned by the clerk of the county in which the institution 
is located and certified to the clerks of the other counties, on the basis of the percentage 
which the valuation of the taxable property in each county bears to the valuation of the 
aggregate taxable property in all said counties, as· determined pursuant to section 70.57. 

(b) All expenditures for; repairs, maintenance, and operation, after deducting all re
ceipts therefor except county appropriations,. Ahall he so apportioned for each month, on 
thefirst day of the next succeeding month, on the ba~is of the percentage which the aggre
gate cost of keeping the imp.ates at public charge from each such county bears to the 
aggregate cost of keeping th~ . .inmates at public charge from all such counties, adopting 
as the unit of cost the total average cost per capita pel' week of keeping all the inmates, 
at public charge and otherwise,. in said institution. 

(c) Iml1)ediately upon receipt of such certified apportionment each such other county 
shall pay over to the cOl~nty in whi?psaid institution is located its proportion of said 
expe:qse. 

(7)(~) If any net pr~fit shall arise from the operation of said institution it shall he 
apportioned among the several counties on the basis prescribed in paragraph (b) of sub
section (6); and the county in which said institution is located shall pay over to the other 
counties, respectively, their proportions of such profit. . 

(h) The board of trustees shall maintain as a segregated cash reserve the 2% charge 
authorized by s. 16.58 (8). It may from time to time appropriate from such reserve 
sums to be expended solely for the enlargement, modernization or replacement of such 
infirmary and its equipment. 

(8) The trustees shall transmit.one copy of their: annual report of the tuberculosis 
sanatorium to the state board of health; and one copy of the report of other county in
stitutions to the department, one copy to the clerk of each joint county, and shall file one 
copy at the institution. It shall be itemized with respect to the several counties and shall, 
in addition to the requirements of section 46.18 (7) to (10), include an itemized statement 
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showing the amounts of the receipts and profits credited and expenditures charged to the 
'3everal counties for the past fiscal year, and an estimate of such amounts for the ensuing 
fiscal year; and each county board shall provide for meeting its estimated share of said 
expenditures. 

(9) At any time after the organization of any such institution, any additional county 
or counties may join in the support and conduct thereof upon payment of such equitable 
proportion of the original cost of its establishment, and any joint county may withdraw 
upon such terms, as may be agreed upon among the county boards of the counties inter
ested; and thereupon the board of trustees of such institution shall be reorganized, in 
such manner as may be determined by the county boards of the participating counties, to 
conform to the provisions of subsection (4). 

(10) Any county or counties maintaining a tuberculosis sanatorium may convey said 
property or any part thereof or any interest therein to any other county or counties upon 
such terms and conditions as the respective county boards thereof shall agree by a ma
jority vote of all the members of each of said county boards. 

History: 1965 c. 39, 659 s. 24 (12) 

46.205 County home in adjoining county. The county board of any county may 
by a majority vote of all of its members provide for a home for the aged, senile and 
physically infirm in an adjoining county and all bonds heretofore issued for the con
struction or other acquisition of such a home in any county or an adjoining county arc 
hereby validated and the proceeds thereof may be used in the construction or other 
acquisition thereof in such any county or an adjoining county. When any county shall 
establish such home in an adjoining county it shall be maintained and operated pur
suant to the same statutes which would be applicable to the maintenance and operation 
thereof if it were established in such first. county. 

46.206 Welfare services; supervisory functions of state department. (1) The 
department shall supervise the administration of old-age assistance, aid to families 
with dependent children, aid to the blind and aid to totally and permanently disabled 
persons. The department shall submit to the federal authorities state plans for the 
administration of these forms of public assistance in such form and containing such 
information as the federal authorities require arid shall comply with all requirements 
prescribed to insure their correctness. All records of the department and all county 
l'ecords relating to these forms of public assistance shall be open to inspection, at all 
reasonable hours, by authorized representatives of the federal government. All comIty 
records relating to the administration of these forms of public assistance shall be open 
to inspection at all reasonable hours by authorized representatives of the department. 
'I'he department may at any time audit all county records relating to the administration 
of these forms of assistance and may also at any time conduct administrative reviews 
of county departments of public welfare created by ss. 49.51 (2) (a) and 46.22. Whenever 
the department conducts such audit or administrative review in a county it shall furnish 
a copy of the audit or administrative review report to the chairman of the county 
hoard, to the county clerk, to the chairman of the county board of public welfare, and 
to the director of the county department of public welfare, of such county. 

(2) The county administration of all laws relating to old-age assistance, aid to 
families with dependent children, aid to the blind and a:id to totally and permanently 
disabled persons shall be vested in the officers and agencies designated in the statutes. 

(3) The use of the words "county agency" in any statute relating to old-age assist" 
ance, aid to families with dependent children, aid to the blind, and aid to totally and 
permanently disabled persons means the county department of public welfare as cre
ated by s. 49.51 (2) (a) or 46.22 (1), provided that the provisions of this subsection 
shall not deprive the juvenile court of any authority it otherwise has under the law. 

History: 1967 c. 9. 

46.21 County board of public welfare in populous counties. (1) ApPOINTMENT; 
ORGANIZATION; COMPENSATION. (a) In each county having a population of 500,000 there 
is created a board of 5 members which shall be known as the county board of public 
welfare, hereinafter referred to as the board. The county board of supervisors by a ma
jority vote of the members-elect thereof shall choose 4 of such members from among the 
electors of the county, and one member from the membel'ship of said county board of 
supervisors. All members shall hold office for the term of 4 years. Appointments shall be 
made on the basis of recognized and demonstrated interest in and knowledge of the prob
lems of public welfare. The present members of the board of public welfare of any such 
county appointed and acting at the effective date of this act (July 1, 1947) shall continue 
to hold office until the expiration of their terms, theil' successors thereafter each to be 
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appointed for the term of 4 years as hereinbefore provided. A majority of the board shall 
constitute a quorum for the exercise of the power and the authority conferred upon it, and 
each member of the board shall take and file an official oath, and shall execute and file an 
official bond with sureties approved and in a reasonable sum fixed by such county board 
of supervisors. 

(b) Each member of the board shall receive as compensation for his services such sum 
as the county board of supervisors shall provide, to be paid as other county officers are 
paid, provided that the member chosen from the county board shall receive a reasonable 
compensation to be fixed by the county board in addition to his regular salary. 

(e) Said board shall annually elect a chairman, vice chah'man and secretary. Tbe 
vice chairman shall serve in the absence of the chairman. The secretary shall be re
sponsible for the minutes of every meeting of said board. The county board shall pro
vide said board with suitable quarters for the transaction of its business. 

(2) DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE BOARD. (a) Such board shall be charged 
with supervising the operation, maintenance and improvement in each county by the 
director of institutions and departments, of the county hospital, dispensary-emergency 
unit of said hospital, guidance clinic, infirmary, home for children, the detention home, 
and the probation section of the children's court center, and the provision and mainte
nance of the physical facilities for such court and its intake section under the supervi
sion and operation of the children's court judges as provided in s. 48.06 (1), mental 
health center, north division and south division, tuberculosis hospital, department of public 
welfare created by s. 49.51 (2) (a), county agent's department, farm, service departments 
and such other institutions and departments as are placed under the jurisdiction of the 
hoard of public welfare by the county board of supervisors, and all buildings and land 
used in connection with any 01' all such institutions. A diagnostic and treatment center 
llIay be designated as part of the county mental health center, north division, and all per
sonnel fully attached to said facility shall be under the jurisidiction of the superintendent 
or medical director of the county mental health center, north division. The powers and 
duties of the board shall be advisory and policy forming only, and not administrative 
01' executive. Such board shall be without authority to adopt policy Ghanges that would 
increase expenditures beyond budget limitations for the fiscal year, as fixed by the 
county board of supervisors. Proposed policy changes shall, in all instances, be pre
sented to the director and the finance committee of the county board at the time the 
department's budget for the ensuing year is being considered. 

(b) The hospitals and sanitariums of the county shall be devoted to hospital service 
and the treatment of such persons who would otherwise be unable to secure the same, 
but other persons may be admitted to the county hospitals upon such terms and condi
tions as the board establishes. Such hospitals and sanitariums may be utilized for such 
instruction of medical students, physicians and nurses and for such scientific and clin
ical research as will promote the welfare of the patients, and assist the application of 
Bcience to the alleviation of human suffering. The board, subject to the approval of the 
county board, may make such arrangements with the medical school of the university 
of Wisconsin 01' any other duly accredited medical colleges and medical societies for 
teaching and research in such institutions as in their judgment will best promote thfl 
foregoing hospital aims. 

(c) The board shall appoint a director of institutions and departments pursuant to 
ss. 63.01 to 63.17. Such appointment shall be made on the basis of recognized and dem
onstrated public interest in and knowledge of the problems of public welfare, and with 
due regard to training, experience, executive and administrative ability and efficiency, 
and general qualifications and fitness for performing the duties of the office. Such direc
tor shall file an official oath and bond in such sum as shall be fixed by the cOlmty board of 
supervisors. Upon request of the board of public welfare, the county board of supel"Vis
ol'smay create one or 2 positions of deputy director of institutions and depaJ-'tments. 

(d) Provisions shall be made in the organization of the office of director for the 
devolution of his authority in the case of bis temporary absence, illness or other disability 
to, act. 

(e) The county may pay a reasonable fee and the actual travel expense of persons 
called into consultation by the board as to matters within the field of public welfare. 

(g) The board shall establish such rules and regulations as may be necessary for the 
management and operation of the county institutions and departments mentioned in sec
tion 46.21 (2) (a). 

(h) Rules and regulations adopted by and policies established by such board of public 
welfare shall he subject to change by the county board of supervisors, but only by a 
two-thirds vote of the members-elect thereof. 
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(i) The board may allow as a work allowance to inmates at its institutions such 
amount as shall be approved and appropriated by the county board of supervisors. The 
county board of supervisors shall prescribe the amount of such work allowance after the 
board of public welfare in conjunction with the director determines snch reasonable hours, 
and health and other conditions, as shall be observed in connection with the employment. 
Such employment shall not be considered within the provisions of ss. 63.01 to 63.17 nor 
shall it be subject to the provisions of ch. 102. ,York allowances or wages, paid to inmates 
shall not be included as costs in aniving at the pel' capita rate for state aids or charges 
to other cO~lllties and the state for care of inmates. 

(3) DUTIES .A,ND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE DIRECTOR. (a) All of the administrative 
and executive powers and duties. of managing, operating,. maiutaining and improving 
the several institutions and departments, specified in subsection (2) (a) of this section 
and such other institutions and departments as may be placed under the jurisdiction of 
such board of public welfare and director by the county board of supervisors, shall be 
vested in such director, to be administered by him under the rules promulgated and sub
ject to the policies and in accordance with the principles established by such county board 
of public. welfare. 

(b) Contracts and purchases of the director shall be subject to an inspection either 
by the proper committee of the county board of supervisors or such other agency as such 
county board of supervisors may select, provided, that nothing herein contained shall 
preclude the setting up of a central purchasing department for all county purchases, if so 
determined by such board of supervisors. 

(4) DEPARTMENT HEADS, OlJ'FICERS AND EMPLOYES. (a) The director shall appoint, 
pursuant to ss. 63.01 to 63.17, and subject to the approval of the county welfare board, 
department heads who shall, under the direction of said director, have the care and man
agement l'espectivelyof the several institutions and departments specified in sub. (2) (a) 
and such others as may be placed under the jurisdiction of said director and board by the 
county board of su'p'ervisors. Upon recommendation of the director, approved by the 
board, the county board of supervisors may place more than one institution or depart
ment under the management and direction of one department head. The board may 
prefer charges against the director of institutions and departments or any officer or em
ploye in any of the county institutions and departments under its jurisdiction and for 
that purpose shall be deemed an appointing power ,vithin the language of s. 63.10. 

(b) Each such department head shall take and file his official oath and execute and 
file an official bond with the sureties approved and in such sum as shall be fixed by the 
county board of supervisors. 

(c) .Each of such department heads shall, subject to the approval of said director, 
have power to appoint, discipline and remove, under the provisions of ss. 63.01 to 63.17 
all officers and employes in his department. Such department heads may at any time 
present communications to the board upon any matter through the director who shall 
present such eommunications to the board at its next meeting thereafter. 

( d) Professional staff responsible for the care of patients under this section may 
submit bills for professional services under rules and regulations approved by the 
board. . 

(5) ADMISSION OF INMATES FOR PAY. (a) Any resident of this state, not indigent, 
may be received into the infirmary, to be treated, cared for, and maintained upon such 
terms and. conditions and at such rate of pay as may be established by the board; but 
indigent and destitute persons shall have preference in admission to and care in such in· 
stitution. . I 

(b) Sections 49.08, 52.01 and 52.03 shall govern the support and niaintenal'lCe of 
persons in any of the institutions in charge of said director. 

(6) REPORTS; APPROPRIATIONS; EXPENDITURES. (a) On the first day of July of each 
year, or within 30 days thereafter, said director shall render an annual report together 
with the reports of the department heads. including an itemized statement of receipt,,; and 
disburseJ:uents for the preceding calendar' year. Such director shall maintain the uniform 
system of books, acco~int,,;, records and reports prescribed by the state department of 
public welfare, confOl'ming in all respects with the provisions of section 46.18 (7) to (10). 
. (b) The cOUlity board shall make sufficient 'appropriation annually for the support, 

maintenance, salari/)s, repairs and improvements to said institutions; and such a ppro
priations so made shall be used for sueh purposes and subject to the order of such director 
in such manner as tIle regulations of the board of public welfare shall provide; but neither 
the director nor such board shall incur any expense nor make any contract for new build
ings or additions to preEent buildings, or for the purchase of land, without first being 
authorized so to do by the county board, nor until the county board has appropriated or 
provided for the money to defray such expense. 
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(c) Notwithstanding any other provisions of the statutes, expenditures chargeable to 
appropriations of the county board of public welfaTe shall be made upon certified vouch
eTS, certified voucher schedules, and certified public assistance rolls of the director of in
stitutions and departments to the county clerk. The county board of supervisoTS may by 
ordinance peTmit said director to delegate his authol~ity to make such certifications to per
sons under his jurisdiction holding positions designated in such ordinance. The county 
clerk shall issue county orders upon the county treasmer. in payment of such certified in
struments, pTovided that a single county oTder in favor of the county tTeasurer may be 
issued for the total amount authorized on a public assistance' roll, in which case the 
county treasureT shall make individual payments by bank checks to paTties listed on such 
public assistance rolls, provided fmtheT that the county board may by ordinance adopt 
a different method of making disbursements consistent with sound accounting and audit
ing procedure. 

(7) CLINICS. The director is hereby empowered to establish and conduct clinics in 
connection with the county hospital, subject to such rules and regulations as the board or 
public welfare may prescribe. 

(8) POWERS OF BOARD; E:1I1ERGENOY'HOSPITAL. The board of public welfare, as afore
said, upon authorization of the county boaTd, shall have and exercise the following addi
tional p oweTS : 

(a) To establish and maintain a public health and medical dispensaTY and conduct 
same as may be pToper and necessaTY for the pTeservation of the public health and the 
prevention of disease in such county. 

(b) To establish and maintain in connection with such county hospital an emergency 
unit or depaTtment for the treatment, subject to such TUles and Tegulations as may be 
pTescribed by such board of public welfaTe, of peTsons in said county who may meet with 
accidents 01' be suddenly afflicted with illness not contagious; provided that medical care 
and ti'eatment shall only be furnished in such unit 01' department until such time as the 
patient may be safely removed to another hospital 01' to his place of, abode, or TegulaTly 
admitted to said county hospital. Notwithstanding the aforesaid authoTity the board of 
public welfare when approved by the county boaI'd may enter into contracts with any 
private hospital or nonprofit hospital, as defined in s. 140.11, within said county for the 
use of its facilities and for medical service to be furnished by it licensed physician or 
physicians to emergency patients arising within the county and Who Tequire emergency 
medical treatment or first aid as a result of any accident, injury or sudden affliction of 
illness, except that reasonable compensation may only be authorized fOT such period of 
time until the patient may be Tcgularly admitted as an inpatient or safely Temoved to 
anotheT hospital 01' to his place of abode. 

(c) To establish and maintain in connection with the institutions and depaTtments 
undeT the control of such board, a training school for nurses and to purchase and take 
over all propeTty, and to assume all obligations, and to ,conduct any training school now 
operated in connection with said institutions 01' departments or any of thcm. ' 

(d) To establish andmaintaill in connee:tion with orsepaTate from the county hospital 
a unit 01' department fOT the treatment, subject to such TUles and regulations as may be 
prescribed by said boaI'd of public welfare, of persons in said county who may be afflicted 
with contagious diseases. 

(9) LAND FOR MEDIOAL FACILITIES. The county board may make available, on such 
terms as it prescribes, land at the site of institutions under this section to Ol'ganizations 
for the construction of medical facilities. ' 

History: 1961 c. 101; 1965 c. 462; 1967 c. 101, 345. 
Supervision of county mental hospital, 51.36, and 51.38 respectively', notwithstanding 

mental health clinics, and day care programs 46.21. 55 Atty. Gen. 265. , 
rests with authorities establishea iIi 51.25, ' , 

46.22 County public welfare department. (1) Every county having a popUlation 
of less than 500,000 may by a vote of its county boaTd of supervisors elect to be undeT 
s. 46.21,. In every county having a population of less than 500,000 that has not elected 
to be under s. 46.21, theTe is created a county department of public welfare. Such county 
d~paTtment shall consist of a county board of public welfare, a county direc.toT of public 
welfare, and necessary personnel. The county board lllay at any time authorize the county 
judge to administer child welfare sel'Vices as pTovided in sub. (5) (g). All rules relating 
to personnel under his a dministra tion on said date shaH continue in effect until the 
county board acts to place the administration of these aids in a department other than 
under the county judge or until the depaTtment changes such rules pursuant to s. 49.50 
(2). 

(2) The county boaTd of public welfare shall consist of a boaTd of 3, 5 01' 7 Tesidents 
of the county (as determincd by the county board of supervisors) elected by the county 
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board of supervisors or appointed by the chairman of said county board, in accordance 
with the rules and regulations of said board. The members of such county board of pub
lic welfare shall be elected or appointed either from members of the county board of 
supervisors or from the county at large, or both, on the basis of knowledge and interest 
in public welfare and shall hold office for a term fixed by the county board of super
visors. The members of the county board of public welfare shall receive such compensa
tion as shall be fixed by the county board of supervisors. The county board of public 
welfare shall: 

(a) At the first meeting of such board, elect from their number, a chairman, a sec
retary, and such other officers as they deem necessary. Vacancies in such offices shall be 
filled for the unexpired terms. The chairman shall preside at all meetings when present, 
and shall countersign all actions taken by the board. In case of the absence of a chairman 
for any meeting the members present sllall choose a temporary chairman. 

(b) Appoint a county director of public welfare subject to the provisions of s. 49.50 
(2) to (5) and the rules and regulations promulgated thereunder. 

(c) Supervise the working of the county department of public welfare and shall be 
a policy-making body determining the broad outlines and pl·inciples governing the ad
ministration of the functions, duties and powers assigned to said department under s. 
16.22 (4) and (5). 

(d) Whenever it determines that there is a need therefor, appoint committees con
sisting of residents of the county, which committee shall advise with the board on any 
matters for which they are created, but members of such committees shall serve without 
compensation. 

(e) Consult with the county director of public welfare concerning the preparation 
of the annual budget, the annual report of the operation of the county department of 
public welfare and the appointment of nccessary pm'sonne], 

(3) The county director of public welfare shall serve as the executive and administra
tive officer of the county department of public welfare. In consultation and agreement 
with the county board of public welfare he shall prepare and submit to the· cOlmty boal'd 
of supel'Visors an annual budget of all funds necessary for the county department, and 
shall prepare annually a full report of the operations and administration, of the depart
ment. He shall rccommend to the county board of public welfare the appointment and 
fixing of salaries of employes necessary to administer the functions of the department, 
subject to the provisions of sub. (6) and s. 49.50 (2) to (5) and the rules and regulations 
promulgated thereunder. 

(4) 'I'he county department of public welfare shall have the following functions, 
duties and powers in accordance with the rules and regulations promulgated by the state 
department of public welfare and subject to the supervision of said state department of 
public welfare: 

(a) To administer aid to the needy blind under s. 49.18. 
(b) To administer aid to families with dependent children under s. 49.19. 
(c) To administer old-age assistance under ss. 49.20 to 49.37. 
(d) To administer aid to totally and permanently disabled persons under s. 49.61. 
(e) To maintain administrative and reporting relationships with all pertinent state 

departmen ts. 
(f) To make investigiltions which relate to welfare services upon request by the state 

department of public welfare. 
(g) To administer relief to needy Indians under s. 49.046 when appointed by the de

partment under such section. 
(5) The county board of supervisors may provide that the county department of 

public welfare shall, in addition to exercising the mandatory functions, duties, and pow
ers as provided in sub. (4), have any 01' all of the following functions, duties and powers 
and such other welfare functions as may be delegated to it by such county hoard of 
supervisors: 

(a) Make investigations in co-operation with the court, institution superintendent, 
district attorney and other agencies and officials operating in the welfare field regarding 
admissions to and release (or conditional release) from the following county and state 
institutions: 

1. County institutions. County infirmary, home, hospital (for mental diseases, tuber
culosis 01' otherwise) or asylum. 

2. State institutions. Mendota state hospital, Winnebago state hospital, Wisconsin 
general hospital, 'Wisconsin orthopedic hospital for children, southel'll colony and train
ing school, central colony and training school, northern colony and training school, central 
state hospital, Wisconsin school for boys, and 'Wisconsin school for girls. 

(am) The provisions of par. (a) shall not be construed to authorize the county de-
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partment of public welfal'e to make investigations l'egarding admission to or release from 
the Wisconsin state prison, the Wisconsin state l'eformatory, the Wisconsin home for 
women, county honses of correction, jails, detention homes 01' reforestation camps. 

(b) Administer l'elief unrler ss. 49.02 and 49.03 in the event that the county admin
isters relief under those sections. 

(c) Malee investigations which are provided for under s. 48.88 (2) (a), if the court 
having jurisdiction so directs. 

(d) Perform the duties and functions prescribed in s. 48.08 when requested to do so 
by the juvenile judge of the county. 

(e) To furnish services to families or persons other than the granting of financial 01' 

material aid where such services may prevent such families or persons from becoming 
puhlic charges or restore them to a condition of self-support. 

(f) To make certification or referral of eligihles for state 01' federal works 01' other 
assistance programs, eligihility for which is based on need, when designated to perform 
such certification or referral services, and to certify eligibility for and distribute surplns 
commodi ties and foodstuffs. 

(g) To administer child welfare services including services to children who are men
tally defective, dependent, neg'lected, delinquent, or born out of wedlock, and to other 
children who are in need of such services. In administering child welfare services the 
county agency shall be g'overned by the following: 

1. The county agency may avail itself of the co-operation of any individual or private 
agency or organization interested in the social welfare of children in such county. 

2. The connty agency shall administer and expend such amounts as may be necessary 
out of any moneys which lllay be appropriated for child welfare purposes by the county 
board or donated hy individuals or private organizations. 

3. Upon the l'eqnest of the judge of the juvenile comt, the county agency shall inves
tigate the home environment and other factors in the life of any child brought to the 
attention of the court for alleged dependency, neglect, or delinquency, and to assume 
guidance and supervision of any child placed on probation by such court. 

4. Upon the request of the state department of public welfare and undel' its direction, 
the county agency shall assume the oversight of any juvenile under parole fl'om 01' other
wise subject to the supervision of any state institution. 

5. The county agency shall have the powers and duties specified in s. 48.57. 
(gm) The authority given to the couuty department of public welfare under par. (g) 

to function as an authorized child welfare agency shall not be interpreted as excluding 
agencies licensed pursuant to s. 48.60 from also exercising such functions. 

(6) The provisions of s. 49.50 (2) to (5) shall be applicable to the county depart
ment of public welfare created by this section. Such mel'it system status as any county 
employe may have on January 1, 1954 shall not be deemed changed 01' interrupted by the 
provisions hereof; provided that any county agency employe performing children's serv
ices on saiel date becoming sllhject to the provisions of s. 49.50 (2) to (5) shall be ad
mitted to a merit system examination pursuant to s. 49.50 (2) to (5) regal'dless of the 
minimulll qualifications established for such position. 

(7) The county department of public welfare and all county officers and employes 
llerforming any duties in connection with the administration of aid to the blind, old
age assistance, aid to families with dependent children and aid to totally and perman
pntly disabled persons shall observe all rules and regulations promulgated by the depart-
ment pursuant to s. 49.50 (2) and shall keep such records and furnish such reports 
as the department requires in relation to their performance of such duties. 

History: 1963 c. 265; 1965 c. 590 s. 24 (1); 1967 c. 9. 

The county board has no authority to al
ter the wages of county welfare department 
employes; only the county board of public 
welfare may do so. Kenosha County C. H. 
Local v. Kenosha County. 30 VV (2d) 279. 
140 NW (2d) 277. 

Counties must abide by salary schedule 
fixed by state department of public welfare 
but may not exclude such employes from 
being represented at negotiations relative 
to salaries. 52 Atty. Gen. 117. 

46.37 Certain water and sewerage service in Winnebago county. The state depart
ment of public welfare as a member of the tri-institutional Winnebago state hospital, 
Winnebago county asylum and Sunny View sanatorium sewer agreement in Winnebago 
couuty is aut.horized to furnish and charge for water and sewage services to business and 
dwelling units locateel in the privately owned area lying west of the Winnebago state 
hospital and bounded on the west by the railroad properties and on the north, east and 
south by the grounds of the "Vinllebago state hospital, together with such dwelling 01' 

other units as now exist 01' as may be erected on the railroad and state owned property 
aeljac<'nt to this area. 
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46.50 State mental health authority. In order to promote co-ordination and effi
cient development of mental health services by the state and by UJunicipalities in the state, 
the department of public welfare is declared to be the state mental health anLhority of 
'Wisconsin and as such is authorized to receive federal grants in aid and to co-operate 
with the federal govel'llment in promoting the extension of snch services. 

46.70 Youth camps. The department may establish and operate youth conservation 
camps for boys in co-operation with the conservation commission. The camps shall be 
operated during summers in areas suitable for constructive employment in conservation 
projects, and boys employed shall be deemed to be in the unclassified service. The depart
ment of public welfare is authorized to. acquire by fee or by lease all lands and facilities 
necessary for the establishment of camps for such department. 

History: 1961 c. 427, 676. 

46.99 Interagerrcy committee on health and welfare. (1) PURPOSE. To promote 
the effective development and co-ordination of health and welfare services in the state 
and to avoid duplication of services, there is created an interagency committee on health 
and welfare. 

(2) COMPOSITION. The interagency committee on health and welfare shall consist of 
2 representatives of the state board of health, 3 representatives of the department of 
public welfare, one representative of the state superintendent of public instruction, one 
l'epresentative of the industrial commission, one representative of the university of Wis
consin, one representative of the department of administration and 2 other representa
tives of state agencies selected by the governor because of a particular interest in health 
01' welfare. Each member shall serve at the pleasure of his appointing authority. 

(3) ORGANIZATION. (a) At its first meeting and annually thereafter, the cOlllmittee 
shall elect from its membership a chairman, vice chairman and secretary, and arrange 
for regular meetings. It shall meet at the eall of the chairman or upon a call signed by 
any 3 members. Members shall receive no compensation for their services in addition 
to their salaries. The committee may' invite nonmembers to serve in a consultant 01' 

advisory capacity and may create such other advisory committees it determines are 
needed. The department of administration shall provide adequate professional and 
clerical assistance to the committee. The member agencies shall eo-operate by providing 
temporary additional staffing on a per project basis at the request of the committee. 

(b) For the purpose of providing a forum for concerned citizens to express their 
views, there is created a citizens advisory committee composed of 9 members appointed 
by the governor. Each .member shall be a resident of the state who has demonstrated a 
continuing interest in the problems of health and welfare and their solutions, and who 
holds no position or employment with the .state. All members shall be appointed fOt' 
S-year terms, except that of the initial appointments, 3 shall expire in January l[)(ji) 

and 3 in January 1969. The governor shall designatcl the chairman of this cOlllmittee 
and the committee shall meet at least twice yearly on the call of the chairman. The com
mittee shall be advisory to the interagency committee on health and welfare on any 
matters relating to the interagency committee's functions. The members of this com
mittee shall be entitled to reimbursement of their expenses under sub. (6). 

(4) FUNCTIONS. The committee shall: 
(a) Study the operations, plans and policies, both existing and proposed, of the 

several agencies of state government in the fields of health and welfare and make such 
recommendations as it deems advisable. 

(b) Examine the need for future health and welfare activities, programs, services 
and facilities in' the state. 

(c) Consider and respond as requested on matters brought before it by the governor 
or the legislature. 

(d) Report its findings and recommendations to the governor when deemed ap
propriate by the committee. 

(e) Promote the co-ordination and joint planning of interagency programs, includ
ing comprehensive planning required by federal laws. 

(5) ACCESS TO RECORDS. The several state agencies shall co-operate in making in
formation available to the committee. 

(6) EXPENSES. Any expenses of the committee, its members, or advisory persons 
shall be paid from the appropriation under s. 20.505 (1) (a), upon approval by the 
commissioner of administration. 

(7) AUTHORITY TO AOOEPT FUNDS. The committee may receive and spend any funds 
made available to it to carry out the purposes for which the funds are received. 

History: 1967 c. 43,291 s. 14; 1967 c. 327 s. 10. 


