
PLUMBING AND FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS 145.01

CHAPTER 145

PLUMBING AND FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS

145.01 Definitions . I n this chapter:
( 1) AUTOMATIC FIR E SPRINKLER CONTRACTOR,

"Automatic fire sprinkler contractor" means
any, individual, firm or corporation who has
paid the annual license fee and obtained a
licensee to conduct a business in the design,
installation, maintenance or repair of auto-
matic fire sprinkler systems .

(2) AUTOMATIC FIR E SPRINKLER SY STEM . "Au-
tomatic fire sprinkler system", for fire protec-
tion purposes, means an integrated . system of
underground and overhead piping designed in
accordance with fire protection engineering
standards .. The system includes a suitable water
supply, such as a gravity tank, fire pump, reser-
voir or pressure tank or connection beginning
at the supply side of an approved gate valve
located at or near .the property linee where the
pipe or piping system provides wafer used ex-
clusively for fire protection and related appurte-
nances and to standpipes connected to auto-
matic sprinkler systems The portion of" the
sprinkler system above ground is a network of
specially sized or, hydraulically designed piping
installed in a building, structure or area, gener-
ally overhead, and to which sprinklers are con-
nected in a systematic pattern. The system
includes a controlling valve and a device for
actuating an alarm when the system is in opera-
ton The system is usually activated by heat
from afire-arid discharges water over the fire
area .

(3) AUTOMATIC FIRE' SPRINKLER SYST EM' AP-
PRENTICE . "Automatic fire sprinkler system ap-
prentice" means any person other than an auto-
matic fire sprinkler system contractor or a
journeyman automatic fire sprinkler system fit-
ter who is engaged in learning and assisting in

the installation of automat ic fire sprinkler sys-
tems and who is indentured under ch 106 ..

(4) .DEPARTMENT . "Department" means the
department : of industry, labor and human
relations.,

( 4IT1 ) FAILI NG PRIVATE SEWAGE SYS TEM . "Fail-
ing private sewage system" has the meaning
specified under s . 144 245 (4) . .

(5) GOVERNMENTAL UNIT RESPONSIBLE FOR
REGULATION OF PRIVATE SEWAGE SYSTEMS .
"Governmental unit responsible for the regula-
tion of private sewage systems" or "governmen-
tal unit", unless otherwise qualified, means the
county except that in a county with a popula-
tion of 500,000 or more these terms mean the
city, village or town where the private sewage
system is located . .

(6) JOURNEYMAN AUTOMATIC F IR E S PRINKLER
,FITTER . °"Journeyman automatic fire sprinkler
fitter" means any person other than an auto-
matic fire sprinkler contractor who is engaged
in the practical installation of automatic fire
sprinkler systems .

( 7) JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER , "Journeyman
plumber" means anyy person other than a
master plumber, who is engaged in the practical
installation of plumbing .. .

(8) MASTER PLUMBER "Master plumber"
means any person skilled in the planning, super-
.intending and the practical installation of
plumbing and familiar with the laws, rules and
regulations governing the same .

(9) PIPE LAYER . . "Pipe layer" means a person
registered under s : 1 45.07 . ( 11 )

(10)` PLUMBING "Plumbing" means and
includes :
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(a) All piping, fixtures, appliances, equip- of plumbing and is engaged in assisting a re-
ment, devices and appurtenances in connection stricted plumber licensee
with the water supply, water' distribution and (1 4) RESTRICTED PLUMBER LICENSEE . "Re-
drainage systems, including hot waterr storage stricted plumber licensee" means any person
tanks, water softeners and water heaters con- licensed as a master plumber (restricted) or a
netted with such water and drainage systems journeyman plumber ; (restricted) under ss
and also includes the installation thereof. ]45.14 .

(b) The construction, connection or installa- (15) UTILITY CONTRACTOR "Utility contrac-
tion of any drain or waste piping system from tor" means a person licensed under 's 145 07
the outside or proposed outside foundation (10)
wallss of any building to the mains or other (17) WATERS OF THE STATE "Waters of the

sewage system terminal within bounds of, or state" has the meaning specified under s 144 .01
beneath an area subject to easement for high- (19)
way purposes, including private sewage sys- Histor y: 1971 c . 255 ; 1977c 314 ; 1979 c 3a,221 ; 1981 c .
terns, and the alteration of any such systems ., 20; .1983 a 189, 410, 538
drains or waste piping.., .

(c) The water service piping from the outside 145 .02 Powers of department . (1) The con-
or proposed outside foundation : walls of any struction, installation and maintenance of
building to the main or other water utility plumbing in connection with all buildings in
service terminal within bounds of, or beneath this state, including buildings owned by the
an area subject to easement for highway pur- state or any political subdivision thereof', shall
poses and its connections .s be safe, sanitary and such as to safeguard the

(d) The water pressure system other than public health and the waters of the statee
municipal systems as provided in ch ; 144 . . (2) The department shall have general super-

(e) A plumbing and drainage system so vision of all such plumbing and shall after
designed and vent piping so installed as to keep public hearing prescribe and publish and en-
the air within the system in free circulation and force reasonable standards therefor which shall
movement; to prevent with a margin of safety be uniform and of state-wide concern so far as
unequal air pressures of such force as might practicable Any employe designated by the
blow, siphon or affect trap seals, or retard, the department may act for~ the department in hold-
discharge ,from plumbing fixtures, or permit ing such public hearing . To the extent that the
sewer air to escape into the building, to prohibit historicc building code applies to the subject
cross-connection; contamination or pollution matter of these standards ; the standards do not
of the potable water supply and distribution apply to a : qualified historic building if the
systems; and to provide an adequate supply of owner elects to be subject to s, 101 1211
water to properly serve, cleanse and operate all (3) The department may exercise such powers
fixtures, equipment, appurtenances and appli- as are reasonably necessary to carry out the
antes served by the plumbing systemm provisions of this chapter . It may, among other

( 11) PLUMB ING APPRENTICE, "Plumbing,3p- things :
prentice" means any person other than ajour- (a) Employ competent supervisors who shall
neyman or master plumber who is engagedd in be licensed plumbers, and other assistants ; pre-
learning and assisting in the installation of scribe their qualifications and assign their
plumbing and drainagee duties .

(12) PRIVATE SEWAGE SYSTEM "Private sew- (b) Conduct investigations and experiments
age system" means a sewage treatment and for the advancement of technical knowledge
disposal system serving a single structure with a relating to plumbing and may hold public meet-
septic tank and soil absorption field located on ings and attend or be represented at such meet-
the same parcel as the structure' This term also ings within or without the state ..
means an alternative sewage system approved (c) Enter and inspect at reasonablee hours
by the department including a substitute for the plumbing installations on private or public
septic tank or soil absorption field, a holding property and may disseminate information rel-
tank, a system serving more than one structure ative to the provisions of this chapter
or a system located on a different parcel than (d) Prepare and cause to be printed such
the structure A private sewage system may be codes, bulletins or other documents as may be
owned by the property owner or by a special necessary and furnish copies thereof to those
purpose district engaged in the plumbing business and to the

(13) REGISTERED LEARNER "Registered public upon request
learner" means a person, other than a restricted (e) Furnish upon request,of the owner of the
plumber licensee, who is learning a limited type building or of the plumber-making the plumb-
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3191 PLUMBING AND FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS 145.022

ing installation , recommendation s o r a certifi-
cate of inspection .

(f) I ss ue spe cia l orders dir ecting and - requi r -
ing compliance with the rule s and standards of
the dep artment promulg ated under thi s chapte r
whenever , in the judgment of the d epartment,
thee rules or standards are thre atened with viola-
tion, are being viol ated or have been violated ..
The circuit court for any county where violation
of such an order occurs has jurisdiction to
enforce and shall enforce any order brought

:before it by injunctive and other appropriate
relief, The attorney general or th e district
attorney of the countyy where the violation of
the order occurs shall bring action for its en-
forcement . The department may issue an order

- under this paragraph to abate a violation of s .
146 . 13 or 146 . . 14 . .

(g) By rule, fix fees for the examination and
approval of plans of plumbing systems and
collect, the same

(4) The department shall prescrib e rules as to
the qualifications , examination and licensing of
master and journeyman plumbers and re-
stricted plumber licen s ees , for the licen sing of
utility contractors, for the regi stration of
plumbing, apprentices and pipe layers and for
the registration and training Of registered learn-
ers The plumbers council , created under s .
15 227 (15), s hall advise the department in for-
mulating, the rules. _

(5) The department shall enforce the prohibi-
tion aga inst - the r'etail' sale, and ins ta llation of
any plumbing fixtures which are not water-
conserving fixtures as provided under s . 145

History : 1971 c 194; 1973 c 90 ; 1975 c 39 ; 19 7 7. c 275,
314 ; 1979 c 34, 221 ; 1981 c 341 ; 1'983 a 410

Sub , (2) did no4invalidate town ordinance prohibiting res-
idential sewage holding tanks Konkel v . Town of Raymond,
101 W (2d) 704 : 305 NW (2d) 190 (Cc App . 1 981) . _ . .

Counties must secure approval of state division of health
before engaging in private experimental sanitation systems . .
Citizen committees appointed by the county board may not
engage in plumbing 60 Atty Gen 209 .

145.022 Trial programs. (1) DEFINITIONS In
this section:

(a) "Alternative private sewage system"
means a private sewage system which may not
be installed under rules promulg ated by the
department on or before Jul y 1 , 19 80 ..

(b) "Conventional private sewage system "
means a private sewage . system which may be
installed under rules promulgated by the de-
partment on or before .July 1 , 1980 ,

(2) AUTHORIZATION The department may
approve in the context of specific tri al programs

'i nstallation of alternative private sewage sy s-
tems under tri al regulatory procedures estab-
lished by the department. The department may
not approve thee installation of alternative pri-
vate sewage systems except under ' this section .

(3) LIMITATIONS, (a) Guaranteed county min-
imum of 5, exclusion of first . 5 in calculating
limitations, Thee depar tment may grant at least
5 : approva ls , in addition to any approv a l s
granted under par, (d), for th e in sta ll ation of
alter native private sewage -sy stems for each
county during each year . The limit ations unde r
gars, (b) and (c) do not apply t o the fir s t 5 o r
fewer approval s, other than app rov a l s granted
under par , (d) , granted for the in s ta llation o f
alternative private sewage sy s t ems in each
county duringeach ye a r . The limita ti on s under
pans (b) and (c) shall be ca lcul a ted to exc l ud e
the first 5 or fewer approval s, other th an ap-
provals granted under pa r . (d).

(b) State limit.. The department may not
grant more than 500 approva l s for t he in s t all a-
tion of alternative pri vate sewage sys t ems dur-
ing one year ,.

(c) County limit The department m ay not
grant more than 25 approva l s for the insta lla-
tion of alternative priva t e sewage sys tems for
one county during on e ye a r ,,

(d) Exeeption s .to state and county limits The
lim itations under par's (b) a nd (c) do no t apply
to an approval issued under thi s sec ti on:

1 If an application for a n alternative priva te
sewage system permit i s completed and on file
with the department on February 1 , 19 80 . .

2 : If an application for a permit which could
allow the installation of a convention al priva te
sewage s ystem on an individual lot of r ecord
was approved b y the department or a county,
city, village or town but later dis approved be-
cause of a failure to meet new soil condition
criteria promulgated by the department

3 If an application for an alternative priv ate
sewage system : permi t is for one additional
homesite on a farm to be occupied b y a relativ e
who is the oper ator or a joint operator of the
farm , As used in thi s subdivision " relative "
means a parent , child , sibling, grandchild , niece,
nephew or' first cousin
4. If an application for an altern ative priva te

sewage system permit is for a new system to
replace a failing private sewage system or a
private'.e sewage system which is likely to fail
including a , holding .tank or priv y if that sy stem
exists on Februar y 1 , 1980 .

(4) TI ME LIMIT . No trial program may be
conducted under thi s s ection for a period ex-
ceeding 5 years

(5) ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT An environ-
mental impact statement is required under s .

11 (2) for each type of alternate priv ate sewage
system approved but not for each individual
un it approved for installation ,

(6): DEPARTMENT SUPERVISION . The depart-
ment shall supervise any trial program under
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145 .022 PLUMBING AND FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS 3192

this section and may require departmental re-
view of applications for alternative private sew-
age system permits, periodic inspection of alter-
native private sewage systems and training
requirements for inspectors of alternative pri-
vate sewage systems,

(7) COUNTY ADMINISTRATION A county shall
issue and administer alternative private sewage
system permits consistent with this section and
s . ]45 .20 and the private sewage system ordi-
nance enacted under, s 59 .065 .

(8) SUNSET This section is effective until July
1, 1985

Histor y: 1979 c 262 ss 2 ; 6 (1), (2) ; 19,81 c 321
NOT E: C hapte r 262, laws of 19 79 , which cre ated this sec -

tion , re peals it effective Jul y 1 , 1985..

145.03 Apprenticeship. The department may
prescribe the conditions under which any per-
son may serve a plumbing apprenticeship, as to
preliminary and vocational, technical and adult
education school attendance requirements, and
the credit for school attendance in serving the
apprenticeship, Every person commencing a
plumbing apprenticeship shall be indentured
under ch. 106 The term`of'a plumbing appren-
tice is 4 years, but thee department may upon
application of the apprentice, the apprentice's
employer or both extend the term for up to one
additional year . After the expiration of an
apprenticeship term, no apprentice may engage
in the business of plumbing either as an appren-
tice or as a journeyman plumber unless the
apprentice secures a journeyman plumber's li-
cense In case of failure to pass the examination
for the license, he or she may continue to serve
as an apprentice but not beyond the time for
reexamination for a journeyman plumber's li-
cense, as prescribed by the rules .of'the depart-
ment, In order that the apprentice may qualify
at the end of apprenticeship as a skilled
mechanic in the art of installing plumbing work,
the department may prescribe the character of
plumbing work that the apprentice may do
during the 3rd and 4th year under the direction
or supervision of a master or journeyman
plumber without either the master or journey-
man being physically, present, provided that the
master plumber in charge shall be responsible
for the work

History : 1971 c 40; 1971 c 154 s 79 (2); 1979 c 221 ;
1 981 .a 60

145 .035 Temporary permits. The department
may issue temporary revocable permits to
master and journeyman plumbers pending ex-
amination ; and for such purpose may appoint
agents without compensation or may authorize
one of its examiners or plumbing supervisors to
hold a special permit examination, the result of
which to be reported' to the department in

writing, The department may make rules and
prescribe procedure governing the issuance of
such permits .

Histor y : 1971'c,40

145.04 Waterworks and sewerage . (1) ORDI-
NANCE RULES A city of the 1st ; 2nd or 3rd class
having a system of waterworks or sewerage
shall, and a village or city of the 4th class or any
township or county or metropolitan sewerage
commission may, by ordinance, prescribe rules
relating to local permits for the installation,
alteration and inspection of plumbing to safe-
guard the public health .

( 2) NO LOCAL LICENSES. No city, village,
town, town sanitary district, county, metropoli-
tan seweragee district commission or other
agency may require the licensing of any person
licensed or registered under this chapter or
prohibit such person from engaging in or work-
ing at business within the scope of his license or
_permit

(3) REPORTS TO DEPARTMENT the authorities
of any such city or metropolitan sewerage dis-
trict shall report to the department each failure
on the part of~a state licensed plumber to qualify
as a, journeyman or master plumber and each
wilful violation of any plumbing regulation .

History : 1971 c 194

145.045 Certification of soil testers . (1) Pow-
ERS AND DUTIES . The department shall by rule
establish an examining program for the certifi-
cation of soil testers, setting such standards as
the department finds necessary to accomplish
the purposes of this chapter. Such standards
shall include formal written examinations for
all applicants The department shall charge
applicants for the cost of examination and
certification, After July 1, 1974, no person may
construct soil bore holes, conduct soil percola-
tion tests or other similar tests specified by the
department, relating to the disposal of liquid
domesticc wastess into the soil unless he holds a
valid certificate issued under this section

( 2) REVOCATION OF CERTIFICATE The depart-
ment may revoke or suspend the certification of
any soil tester but only after a formal hearing
for the practice of any fraud or deceit in ob-
taining the certificate or any gross negligence,
incompetence or misconduct in the practice of
soil testing

(3) PLUMBERS AND SEPTIC TANK INSTALLERS A
plumber or septic tank installer may also be a
soil tester and install any system after approval
of the site or project by the department or the
governmental unit responsible for thee regula-
tion of private sewage systems :

History :, 1973 c 287;1975'c 4 1 ; 1979 c :34, 221
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PLUMBING AND FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS 145 .073193

directly or indirectly, for the purpo se of ob-
taining local permits for oth e r s o r t o a ll ow th e
use of his license by other s to install plumbin g
work

(3) Each member or employe of a copartner-
ship or each office r or employe of a corporation
engaging in the busines s of superintending
plumbing ins tall ation s s hall be r equir ed to ap-
ply for a nd obtain a ma ster plumbe r ' s lic en se
before engaging in the work of superintending
plumbing installations .

(4) This section sh alll not appl yy to :
(a) Plumbing work d one by ,a property owne r

in a one-family building owned and occupied by
him as his home or farm building, e xcept where
such license is required by local ordinance .

(b) Plumbing from the priv ate water supply
pump to and including the i ni t ial pre ssure tank
and connection to an exi sting water di s tributi on
system , when installed by persons licensed
under ch , 162 ,

(c) Installation of sewer and water service
piping .g from the main to the property l ot line ,
when installed by authori zed municipal utilit y
employes or sewer and waterr utili ty in s t all e r s
under a contract with a municipali ty .

(d) Making minor repair s to faucets, valves,
pipes or appliances , r epair or replacement o f
electrical or gas energy or other autom atic
valves or control devices or removing o f s top-
pages in waste or drainage pipe s .

(e) Insta ll ation of sewer and water m ains, as
definedd in ch 144 , when installed b y sewe r and
water utility contractors and their employes

(f) Installation , repairr or replacement of
water, service piping , from the propert y line to
the meter , including meter ins tall a tion, to s er-
vice any, building or structure o r propo sed
building or structure when such in s t allation ,
repair or replacement is accompli shed by em-
ployes of a public munic i pal water utility, pro-
viding such utility regul a rly has engaged in such
installation , repair or replacement for at least 5
years priorr to January 1 , 1964 .

History: 1977 c 314 ; 1983 a 189

145.07 Licenses; examinations . (2) Applica -
tion for a' master or journeym an plumbe r' s
examination , temporary permit or licen se shall
be made to the department with fees Unles s the
applicant is entitled to a renewal o f license, a
license shall be issued only after " the applicant
passes a satisfactory examination showing fit-
ness . No such license - or permit- sh all be
transferable.

(3) An applicant for examination for licen-
sure as a master plumber shall submit evidence
satisfactory to the department as follows :

(a) A specific record of not less than 1 ,000
hours per year experience for 3 or more consec-

145.05 Plumbing supervisors, supervision , .
(1) The council of a city of the first , second or
third class , having a " system of waterworks o r
sewerage , or the o fficer or bo ard in charge, shall
appoint one or mo re plumbing supervisors ,
who shall be licensed plumbers , and unless
under civil service shall serve for a term of 4
years or more subject to remova l for just cause
except as otherwise provided by ordinance
when first appointed , but need not renew their
licenses while they continue in office The
council of a city of the fourth class and the
board of a village , township, county or the
commissioner in charge of any metropolitan
sewerage district.t may appoint one or more
plumbing supervisors who sh all be practica l
plumbers , skilled sanitarians, or competent per-
sons familiar with plumbing and unless under
civil ser v ice shall serve for a term of ' 4 y e a rs or
more subject to removal for just cause except as
otherwise : provided by ordinance They shall
supervise all plumbing , new or alterations or
repair s, and report to the appointing body
violations of regulations, and per form such
other appropriate duties as may be required ..
Their compensation shall be fixed by the coun-
cil , board or , commission .

(2) Where a system of waterwork s or sewer-
age has been or shall' be established in any city,
village, town or metropolitan sewerage district
which has not provided for a board or officer to
supervise plumbing , drainage and sewerage , the
department shall " take immediate and entire
control of plumbing,' drainage and sewerage
intended to be connected with publ ic sewer or
waterworks, and exercise all the powers con-
ferred by this section until such municipalities
or district provides for such supervision., .

145.06 License required ; exemptions. (1) (a)
No person may engage in or work at plumbing
in the state unlesss licensed - to do so by the
department . A master plumber may work as a
journeyman . No person may act as a plumbing
apprentice or pipe layer unless registered with
the department

(b) No public utility shall engage in or per-
form plumbing unless exempted by sub : (4)

(2) No person shall install plumbing unless at
all time s a licensed master plumber is in charge,
who shall be responsible for proper installation
Licenses shall be issued only to indi viduals and
no license shall be issued to or in the name of "
any firm or corporation . No such license shall
be transferable It is unlawful for any licensed
master plumber to allow the use of his license,

S o il a b sorp t io n tests co n d uc t ed by perso ns cert if ie d und er
th i s sec ti on mu st be acce pt ed by cou n ty governments 63
Airy Gen 586
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145.07 PLUMBING AND FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS 3194

utive yea rs as a licensed journeyman plumber in the person is eng aged in th e practi ca l in s t all a-
thi s s tate; or tion, withift public or priv ate premises, o f pip-

(b) Graduation in engineering from a school ing which convey s sewage, r a in wa t er o r o the r
or colleg e approved by the department, liquid wastes to a legal point o f d i s posa l or

(4) An applicant for examination for licen- engag es in the pra ctic al in sta ll a ti on of water
sure as a journeyman plumbe r sh all submit service piping from the str eet ma in t o the imme -
evidence satisfac tory to the d epartment as diate inside building perimet e r
follows : History: 1975 c 39 ; 197 7 c 3 1 4 ; 1981 c 60 . 314

(a) Completion of a 4-year apprenticeship
con s is ting of not less than 1 , 600 hours per yea r 145.08 Fees; expiration of license ; registra-
and completion of a ll requi rement s a s to shop tion . (1) Fees fixed by rule by the d ep artment
tra inin g and related instruction as th e d epart- not exceeding th e amounts sta ted in thi s se cti on
ment by rul e prescribess and not returnable shall be paid as foll ow s :

(b) A ce rtificate of gradu ation as a registered (a) For master plumber's examination , $500
apprentice from an accredited trade schoo l ap- For each subsequent exam i na ti on , $ 300
proved b y the department and completion in (b) For master plumber 's license, $125 and
this state of 2 years o f shop tr aining and related $125 f or each renewal of licen se if a pplica tion is
instruction as the department by rul e requires made prior to the date of e xpir ation , annuall y ;

(5) Any resident wh oo has been a ctivel y en- after that date an addition a l feee of $ 200
gaged in this sta te in a limited type of plumbing (c) For journeyman plumber's examination,
installation work for a period of not les s th an $30 ' For each subsequent examin ation, $20 .
1,000 hours per year for 2 or more consecutive (d) For journeyman plumber ' s license $45
years as a licensed journeyman plumber (re- and $45 for each renew a l o f license i f applic a -
stricted) may be examined for licensure as a tion is made prior to the date o f e xpir a ti on ,
master plumber (r e st r icted} annually ; after that date an addition al fee of

(6) Applicants for examin ation for licensure $10 ,

as a journeyman plumber' (restricted) sh a ll have (e) For tempo rary permit pending e xamina -
tion and is s uance of license for ma ster plumb e r ,completed one continuous yea r of work experi- $ 200; for journeyman $75 and which sha ll al s oence consisting of not less than 1 , 000 hours p er cover the examination fee pr escribed and theyear and gi ve evidence of completi on o f shop license fee for the year in which is sued .dtrain i ng and rel ated instruction as the depart- ( f) For master plumber's. (re s trict e d) ex ami-ment ' by rule require ss nation, $50, For each subsequent examination,

(7) (a) A person sh all be re gistered as a $ 30
registered learnerr with the department without (

g) For master plumber ' s licens e (r estricted) ,examination or trainin g prequalification s and $ 125 and $125 for each renewal of lic e nse ifshall not be required to be ind entured under ch application is m ade prior t o the date of expir a-
106 tion, annually; after that date an additional fee

(9) Master plumbers, journeyman plumbers of $20
and apprentic e s are not subje ct to the restric- (h) For journeyman plumb e r 's (res trict e d)
tions under s 145 .. 1 . 4 . examination , $30 For each subsequent exami-

(10) An application ford utility contractor 's nation , $20
license shall be made to the department with (i) For journeyman plumbe r's l icen se (re-
fees required b y the department under s . 145 08 stricted), $45 and $45 for each renewal of' licen se
(1) (o) The department shall issue a utility if' application is made prior to the `da te of
contr actor's license to any person who i s skilled expiration , annually; after that date an add i -
in the plannin g; superintending and practical tional fee of $10.
installation , within public or priv ate pr emises, (j) The initial license fee under this subsection
of piping which conveys : sewage , r ain water or shall be paid immediately upon notice from th e
other, l iquid wastes to a legal point of di sposal department that the applic ant has passed an
and who is skilled in the design ; planning , examination . . Upon failure to pay the licen s e fee
.superintending and practical installation of within . 30 days after receiving such notice , no
water service piping from the street main to the license shall be issued and the applicant shall
immediate inside building perimeter , again appear for examination and pa y the ex-

(11) An application for registration as a pipe amination fee
layer shall be made to the dep artment with the (k) For, an automatic fire sprinkler contrac-
fees required by the department under s 14 .5 . . 08 tor 's examination , $100 .
(1) (q) , The department shall approve the (1) For an automatic fire sprinkler contrac-
registration of any person as a pipe layer if ' the tor ' s license , $500 and $500 for each renewal of
person is employed by a utility contractor and if ' license if' application is made prior to the date of
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e xpir ation , annually; a fter th at date an addi-
tional fee of $25 .

(Ltri) Fo r an autom atic fire sprinkler -
maintenance only registration , $100 and $100
for each renewal of'registration if application is
made prior to the date of expiration, annually ;
after that date an additional fee of $25 .

(m) For a journeyman automatic fire sprin-
kler fitter' s examination , $20 and $20 for each
subsequent examination .

(n) For a journeyman automatic fire sprin-
kler fitter' s license, $45 for and $45 for each
renewal o f license if application is made prior to
the date of expiration , annuall y ; after that date
an additional fee of $10

(nm) For an automatic fire sprink ler fitter -
maintenance only registration certificate,. $15
for and $15 for each renewal of registration if
application is made prior to the date of expira-
tion , annually; after that date an additional fee
of $10 :

(o) For utility contractor's license, $125, and
$125 for each renewal of license if application is
made prior to the date of expiration, annually ;
after th at date an additional fee of $10

(p) Plumbing supervisors emplo yed by the
department in accord with s 145 02 (3) (a) shall
annually be issued the appropriate license they
have previously qualified for at no cost .

(q) For a pipe layer' s registration , $45 at the
time of registration and $45 for each subsequent
calendar year of registration

(2) No license may be issued for longer than
one year . . Any license may be renewed upon
application made prior to the date of expira-
tion . The department may renew licenses upon
applic ation made after the date of expiration if
it is satisfied that the applicant has good c ause
for not applying for renewal prior to the date of
expiration and upon payment of the renewal
and additi onal fees prescribed .

(3) To establish a record of be ginning an
apprenticeship , as a plumber , as an autom a tic
fire sprinkler system apprentice , or as a plumber
learner (restricted) , every plumbing and auto-
matic fire sprinkler system apprentice and every
plumbing learner (re stricted) shall within 30
days after beginning an apprenticeship or
learnership register with the department : A fee
of $15 shall be paid at the time of registration
and for each subsequent calendar year during
which the apprentice is engaged in the appren-
ticeship or learnership prior to January 1

History : 1971 c 255 ; 1975 c . 39, 199; 1977 c 314; 1981 c
20 ; 1981 ' c 60 ss 6 ; 11 ; 1981 c 314

145.09 State comity . Any person may be ac-
cepted for examination for the appropriate clas-
sification of license without submitting evidence
required under s . 145 07 , if:

145.10 Investigations , hearings ; suspen -
sion , revocation . (1) The department may
make investigations and conduct hearings and
may, on its own or upon complaint in writing
duly signed and verified by the complainant,
and after providing not less than 10 days' notice
to the licensee, suspend any master or journey-
man plumber's license, utility contractor's li-
cense or temporary permit if it has reason to
believe, and may revoke such license or permit
in the manner provided under this section, if it
finds that the holder of such license or permit
has :

(a) Made a material misstatement in the
application for license or renewal thereof or for,
temporary permit ;

(am) Committed gross negligence or miscon-
duct or is incompetent in the practice of
plumbing;

(b) Failed to correct an installation for which
he or she is responsible, at his or her own
expense, within 30 days following notification
by the department- of a violation of any rule
adopted under.r this chapter ; or

(c) Falsified information on an inspection
form under s . 144 245 (3) .

(2) A copy of'the complaint with notice of the
suspension of license or permit shall be served
on the person complained against, and the
person's answer to the complaint shall be filed
with the department and the complainant
within 10 days after service . The department
shall thereupon set the matter for hearing as
promptly as possible and within 30 days after
the date of filing the complaint Either party
may appear at the hearing in person . .n or by
attorney or agent . . Thee department shall make
its findings and.d determination within 90 days
after the date that the hearing is concluded and
send a copyy to each interested party .

(3) No order revoking a license or permit
shall be made until after a public hearing to be
held before the department at such place as the
department designates . At least ] 0 days prior to
the hearingg thee department shall send written
notice of the time and place of the heading to the
licensee or permittee and to the person's attor-
ney or agent of record by mailing the notice to

(1) The person holds a current license under
the laws of any other state, or under' the ordi-
nances of any city, town or village, having
license provisions governing plumbers that the
department determines are equivalent to the
requirements of this chapter; or

(2) The person has practical experience in
plumbing in another state that the department
determines is equivalent to the experience re-
quired under this chapter .

History : 1 981 c . 60

Electronically scanned images of the published statutes.



145.1 0 PLUMBING . AND FIRE PROTECTION. SYSTEMS 3 1 96

secured the required license or certificate , or
who otherwise violate s any provisions of this
chapter , sh all be fined not less than $100 nor
more than $500 or imprisonedd for 30 days or
both . . Each dayy such violation continues shall
be a separate offense . .

(2) Any person violating this chapter or fail-
ing to obey a lawful order o f' the department , or
a judgment or decree of 'a court in connection
with this chapter , may be imprisoned for not
more than 3 months or fined not more than
$500 -

(3) Any master plumber who shall employ an
apprentice on plumbin g representing him to be
a journeyman, or who shall charge for an ap-
prentice ajourneym an ' s wage, shalll be pun-
ished by a fine of not more than twenty-five
dollars, or by imprisonment in the count y j ail
for notmore than thirty days . Each day of
violation shall be a separate offense .

(4) Any person who violates any order under
s . 14 :5 . . 02 (3) (f) or 145 , 20 (2) (f) or any rule orr
standard adopted under s 145 .. 13 shall forfeit
not less than $10 nor more th an $. 1 , 000 for each
violation . . Each violation of an order under s
14502 (3) (f) or 145 20 (2) (f) _ or a rule or
standard under s . 145 . 13 constitutes a separate
offense and each day of continued violation is a
separate offense .

History: 1971 c, 255 ; . 1 981 c 20, 60; 1 983 a 410 .

145.13 Adoption of plumbing code. The s t ate
plumbing code and amendments to that code as
adopted by the department have the effect of
law in thee form of standards s tate-wide in
application and shall apply to all t ypes of build-
ings , private or public , rural or urban , including
buildings owned by the sta te or any political
subdivision thereof The state plumbing code
shall comply with ch . 160 . . All plumbing instal-
lations shall so far` as practicable be made to
conform with such cod e .

History : 1971 c 194; 1983 a 410 '

145.135 Sanitary perm its . (1) VALIDITY, In
this section , "sanitary permi t" means a permit
issued by the department or any governmental
unit responsible for the regulation of private
sewage systems for the i nstallation of a private
sewage system . . No person may install a private
sewage system unless the owner of the property
on which the private sewage system is to: be
installed holds a valid sanitary permit . A sani-
tary permit is valid for 2 years from the date of
issue and renewable for similar periods there-
after . . A governmental unit responsible for the
regulation of private sewage systems may not
charge , more than one fee for a sanitary permit
or> the renewal of a sanitary permit many 12-
month period A sanitary permit shall remain

145.11 Advertising restrictions . (1) No per-
son offering plumbing services may do any of
the following, unless the person is a licensed
master plumber or employs a licensed master
plumber :

(a) Advertise as a plumbing contractor,
master plumber or plumber ;

(b) Append his or her name to, or in connec-
tion with,, the title "plumbing contractor",
master plumber" or "plumber"
(c) Append his or her name to any other title

or words that may tend to represent the person
as a plumbing contractor, master plumber or
plumber .
11 (2) No personn other than a licensed master
plumber shall use or display the title "Master
Plumber" or: append his name to or in connec-
tion with such title or any other title or words
which represent or may tend to represent him as
a licensed master plumber . Every holder of
such license shalll promptly notify the depart-
ment of any change of his business address.

(3) Any person who advertises as a master
plumber through the use of printed material
designed for public distribution shall include in
the advertisement the number of his or her
license as a master plumber; Any person who
advertises as a plumbing contractor through the
use of printed material designed for public
distribution shall include in the advertisement
the license number of the master plumber em-
ployed by the plumbing contractor,

(4) Subsection (1) does not apply to any
person who advertises as providing services for
which no license is required under s. 145 06,
unless the person holds himself or herself out as
providing services for which a license is
required .
- Histo ry : 1983 a 125 .

145 .12 ; Prohibitions and penalties. (1) Any
person who engages in or follows the business
or occupation of", or advertises or holds himself
out as or acts :temporarily or otherwise as,a
master plumber, as an automatic fire sprinkler
contzactor or, as a business establishment hold-
ing an automatic fire sprinkler - maintenance
only registration certificate without first having

the last-known address of such persons . The
testimony presented and proceedings had at the
hearing shall be recorded and preserved as the
records of the department The department
shall as soon thereafter as possible make its
findings and determination and send a copy to
each interested party One year after the date of
revocation, application may be made for a new
license.

History : 1977 c . 314, 418 ; 1979 c 34 ; 1981 c I s 47 ; 1981
c 60; 1983 a 27. 70 .
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145.15 Licenses. (1) No city, village, town or
county may require the licensing of any person
licensed or registered under ss . 145 15 to 145 18
for any activity regulated under ss . 145 . 15 to
145 18 or rules adopted thereunder ,

(2) All licenses issued under ss . 145 . . 1. 5 to
. 145 .. 18 shall be issued by the department .. The
department shall not restrict the work done by
any licensed j ourneyman sprinkler system fitter
of any automatic fire spri nkler contractor~ or
apprentice to any geographical territory

(3) Any person not licen sed under this chap-
ter, prior to April 26, 1972 who was regularly
engaged in the occupation of installing auto-
matic fire sprinkler systems on or before March
1 , 1967, shall be licensed under ss , 145 15 to
145 . 18 without being required to pass any writ-
ten, oral or practical examination qualifying
him for a license under 55 . 145 . . 15. to 145 .. 18 . .
Any such person shall apply forr the appropriate
license and pay the appropriate license fee,

145 .14 Plumbers license .. (restricted) . (1)
LIMITATIONS (a) Persons licensed as master
plumbers (restricted), journeyman plumbers
(restricted) or registered learners shall be classi-
fied by the department under sub . . (2) and shall
be restricted to the type of work for which they
have been classified and to the requirements
indicated in this section .

(b) Persons licensed as journeyman plumbers
(restricted) or registered learners shall' work
under the supervision of a master plumber or a
master plumber (restricted) . A master plumber
(restricted) may also work as a journeyman
plumber (restricted)„ No journeyman plumber
(restricted) or registered learner shall contract
for work, advertise or do anything which would
lead others to believe him to be qualified as a
master plumber (restricted) in his classificationn

valid to the end of the established period , not-
withstanding any change in the state plumbing
code or in any private sewage system ordinance
during that period A sanitary permit may be
t r ansferred from the holder to a subsequent
owner of the land , except that the subsequent
owner must obtain a new copy of the sanitary
permit from the issuing agent, The results of
any percolation test or other test relating to the
disposal of liquid domestic wastes into the soil
shall be retained by the governmental unit re-
sponsible for the regulation of private sewage
systems where the property is located . The
governmental unitt responsible for the regula-
t i on of private sewagee systems shalll make the
test results available to an applicant for a sani-
tary permit and shall accept the test results as
the basis for a sanitary permit application un-
less the soil at the test site is altered to the extent
that a new soil test is necessary

(2) NoricE A sanitary permit shall include a
notice displayed conspicuously and separately
on the permit form, to inform the permit holder
that:

(a) The purpose of the sanitary permit is to
allow installation of the private sewage system
described in the permit

(b) The approval of the sanitary permit is
based on regulations in force on the date of
approval .

(c) The sanitary permit is valid and may be
renewed for a specified period .

(d) Changed regulations will not impair the
validity of,a sanitary permit

(e) Renewal of the sanitaryy permit will be
based on regulations in force at the time re-
newal is sought, and that changed regulations
may impede renewal .

(f) The sanitary permit is transf 'erabie .
History: - 1977 c. 168 ; 1979 c 34, . 221 ; 1981 c . 314

(c) All persons licensed as master plumbers
(restricted), journeyman plumbers (restricted)
or , registered learners shall be subject to all laws
and rules governing plumbers . If qualified ,
persons may be licensed under any number of
classifications under sub . (2) Separate licenses
shall be issued under sub .. (2) (a) and (b), but
licenses issued under sub . . (2) (b) may, extend to
any number of items under that paragraph ,

(2) Ctnssi FtcA noNS The classifications
which the department shall use are :e a sewer
services classification and an "appliances ,
equipment and devices" classification Persons
so classified may engage in the following types
of work :

(a) Sewer services . Persons classified under
this paragraph may install septic tanksfor pri-
vate sewage disposal systems , drain fi e lds
designed to serve such septic tanks , and the
sewer service from the septic tank or sewer
extensions from mains to the immediate inside
or proposed inside foundation wall of the
building

(b) Appliances , equipment or devices . . Under
this paragraph persons installing water soften-
ers, water heaters or other items in connection
with the water supply or water distribution
systems which do not require a direct connec-
tion to the waste or drain piping systems are
limited to making connection to existing instal-
lations. There shall be no drilling , tapping or
direct connection made to any waste or drain
pipe to serve items installed under this section .
The maximum length of water piping permitted
to be installed under this section shall be the
minimum required to connect the item to the
system
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145.19 Sanitary permit„ (1) REQUIREMENT ; IN-
FORMATION; FORMS, No septic tank may be
purchased and no private sewage system may be
installed unless the owner of the property on
which the private sewage system is to be in-
stalled holds a v alid sanitary permit f rom th e
governmental unit respon s ible for the regula -
tion of private sewage systems in which the
property is located : The department shall pre-
scribe the inform ation to be included in the
sanitary permit and furn i sh sanitary permit
forms to the governmental unit .. The applicant
shall submit the completed sanitary permit to
the governmental unit . . The governmental unit
shall approve or disapprove the s anitar y pe rmit
according to the rules promulgated by the de-
partment under this chapter . No person may
sell at retail, as defined under s 100 201 (1) (d) ,
a septic tank for installation in this st ate unles s
the purchaser holds a valid sanitary permit
issued under this section .

(2) FEE No fee for a sani tary permit may be
less than $41 , or the amount determined under
department rule adopted after' July 2 , 1983 . The
governing body for the governmental unit re-
sponsible for the regulation of priv ate sewage
systems may establish a fee for a sanitary permit
which is moree than $41 , or the amount deter-
mined under department rule adopted after July
2 , 1983 . .

(3) COPY AND PART OF FEE FORWARDED TO THE
DEPARTMENT . The governmental unit responsi-
ble for the regulation of private sewa ge systems
shall forward a copy of each valid sanitar y
permit and $20 , or the amount determined
under department rule adopted after July 2 ,

1:45 .175 Automatic ' fire sprinkler - mainte-
nance only registration .: An automatic fire
sprinkler -maintenance-only registration cer-
tificate is required before any business estab-

(4) No personn may install automatic fire
sprinkler systems unless licensed or registered
to do so by the department , Licenses and
registrations pertaining to automatic fire sprin-
kler systems are not transferable .

History: 1971 c 255 ; 1981 c 20 .

145 .16 Fire sprinkler system apprentices ,
reg i stration . Automatic fire sprinkler system
apprentices may not be required to apply for
any license but shall register with the depart-
ment as an apprentice . The apprentices shall be
enrolled in a qualified apprenticeship sprinkler
fitters program recognized by the department .

Hi st or y : 1971 c 255 ; ]979c 221

145 . 165. Automatic fire sprinkler fitter -
maintenance only registration . (1) An auto-
matic fire sprinkler fitter' -maintenance only
registration certificate is required for any per-
son who is employed to maintain automatic fire
sprinkler systems by a business establishment
registered under s 145 . 1 75 The department
shall, by rule, specify the requirements for issu-
ing an automatic fire sprinkler fitter - mainte-
nance only registration certificate and specify
the activities in which a person holding a certifi-
cate under this section may engage,

(2) This section does not apply to any person
registered under s .,145 .16 or licensed under s .
145 17(2) .

History : 1981 c 20 .

145.17 Inspectors and rule-making . (1) The
department may employ competent supervi-
sors, who shall be licensed automatic fire sprin-
kler contractors or ,journeymen automatic fire
sprinkler system fitters, and may employ other
persons. The department may accept as certifi-
cation of inspection, inspection by the insur-
ance services organization of Wisconsin, the
industrial risk insurers association, the factory
mutual engineering corporation or other rate
service organization

(2) The department shall prescribe rules as to
the qualifications ; examination and licensing of
journeymen automatic fire sprinkler system fit-
ters and automatic fire sprinkler contractors
and for the registration and training of auto-
matic fire sprinkler system apprentices .. The
automatic fire sprinkler system contractors and
journeymen council,, created under s 15 ..22'7
(16), shall : advise the department in formulating
the rules .

Hi story : 1971 c 255 ; 1979 c 1 02, 221

lishment m ay maintain or repair existing auto-
matic fire sprinkler systems in its ph ys ica l
facilities . The department shall , b y rule , s pecif y
the qualifications for issuing an automatic fire
sprinkler - maintenance only registration cer-
tificate The department s hall , by rule, specify
the activities in which a person holding a regi s -
tration certificate under this secti on may
engage ..

History: 1981 c 20

145 .18 Temporary permits. The department
may issue temporary permits to journeymen
automatic fire sprinkler system fitters or to
automatic fire sprinkler contractors pending
examination of applicants for licenses .. The
department may also issue temporary permits
to applicants for automatic fire sprinkler
maintenance only registration certificates, The
department shall, by rule, prescribe the proce-
dure for issuing these permits .. Examination
fees shall be paid at the time the permit is issued ..

Histo r y : 197 1 e . 255 ; 1981 c 20
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(e) File reports and conduct surve ys and
inspections as required by the governmenta l
unit responsible for the re gulation of priv a te
sewage system s or the dep artment . .

(f) Investigate viol ations of the private sew-
age system ordinance and s 146 .. 1 .3 or 146 . 14
(2) , issue orders to abate the vi olations and
submit orders to the district attorney, corpora-
tion counsel or attorney general for
enforcement .

(g) Perform other dutie s regarding private
sewage systems as considered appropriate by
the governmental unit respon s ible for the regu-
l a tion of private sewage system s or as r equired
by the rules of the department .

(h) Inspect existing p rivate sewag e sys tems to
determine compliance with s 66 036 if a build-
ing or structure is being constructed which
requires connection to an existing private sew-
age system . The county ; is not required to
conduct an on-site inspection if a buildin g or
structure: is being constructed which does not
require connection to an exi s ting private sewage
system .

(3) DEPARTMENT RESPONSIBILITIES (a) The
department may specify categories of private
sewage systemss for which approval by the de-
partment is required prior- to issuance of sani-
tary permits by the governmental unit responsi-
ble for the regulation of private sewa ge s ystems .

(b) The department shall review the private
sewage system program in each gove rnmental
unit responsible for th e regulation of private

` sewage systems to ascertain compliance with
sub . (2) and with regulations is sued by the
department . This review shall include a random
audit of sanitary permits, including verification
by onsite inspection .

(c) If the governing body for a governmental
unit responsible for the regul ation of private
sewage systems does not adopt a priv ate sewage
system ordinance meeting the requirement s of s .
59 065 or if the governmental unit does not
appoint personnel meeting the requi rements of
sub .. (1) or if the governmental unit does not
comply with the requirements of sub . (2) , the
department may conduct hearings in the county
seat upon 30 days' notice to the county clerk ..
As soon as practicable after the public hearing ,
thee department shall issue a written decision
regarding compliance with s 59 065 or sub , (1)
or (2) If the department determines that there is
a violation of these provisions , the governmen-
tal unit may not issue a sanitary permit for the
installation of a private sewage system unt il the
violation is corrected,

(d) The department shall conduct training
and informational programs for officials of the
governmental unit responsible for the regula-
tion of private sewage systems andd employes

145.20 Private sewage systems .. (1) Oxc:nNi-
zArioN AND PERSONNEL (a) The governing
body of the governmental unit responsible for
the regulation of private sewage systems may
assign the duties of administering the private
sewage system program to any office, depart-
ment, committee, board, commission, position
or employe of that governmental unit

(b) The governmental unit responsible for
the regulation of private sewage systems shall
obtain the services of a certified soil tester,
either as an employe or under contract, to
review and verify certified soil tester reports
under sub, (2) .

( 2) GOVERNMENTAL, UN IT RESPONSIBILITIES
The governmental unit responsible for the regu-
lation of private sewage systems shall :

(a) Review certified soill tester reports for
proposed private sewage systems and verify the
report at the proposedd site, if necessary

(b) Approve or disapprove applications for
sanitary permits and assist applicants in prepar-
ing an approvable application .

(c) Issue written notice to each applicant
whose sanitary permit application is disap-
proved Each notice shall state the specific
reasons for disapproval and amendments to the
application, if any, which tender the application
approvable . Each notice shall also give notice of
the applicant's right to appeal and the proce-
dures for conducting an appeal under ch 68 .

(d) Inspect all private sewage ., systems after
construction but before backfilling no later
than the end of the next workday, excluding
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays, after receiv-
ing notice from the plumber in charge

1 9 83 , of the fee to the d epartment within 90
days after the permit is i ssued .

(4) Use OF FEE. The portion of t h i s fee re-
tained by the g overnmental unit r es ponsible for
the regul ation of priva t e sewage systems sha ll
be used for the administration of private sewag e
system programs .

(5)FEEADJUSTMENt The department, by rule
promulgated under ch 227, may adju s t the
minimum permit fee unde r sub . (2) and the fee
portion forwarded under sub . ( .3) .

(6) GROUNDWATER FEE . In addition to the fee
under sub (2) , the governmental unit re s ponsi-
ble for the regulation of private sewage systems
shall collect a groundwater fee of $25 for e ach
sanitar y permit The governmental uni t shall
forward this fee to the dep artment together with
the copy of the s anit ary permit and th e fee
under sub . (3) The moneys collected under th is
subsection shall be credited to the gr oundwater
fund ..

. .

History: 1979 c 34, 221 ; 1983 a 27;1983 a 189 s 329
(20) ; 19 8 3 a 410
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145.25 Use of plumbing fixtures prohibited ..
(1) Pxoxiacnorrs . Except as provided in sub . ( 3 ) ,
commencing January 1 , 1979 :

(a) No per son may sell at ret a il , install in any
building or cause to be installed in any building :

i A water closet which use s more than 4
gallons of water per flush or which does not
conform to department rules for water usage
per flush promulgated und er sub . (2) ( a ) l

2 ' A showerhead which uses more than 3
gallons of water per minute .

(b) No person may in stall in an y public
restroom or cause to be in stalled in an y public
restroom :

1 . Any urinal intended for use by male
persons which uses more than 1 5 gallons of
water per flush . :

2 , Any faucet which allows more than one
gallon of water to flow through the faucet a fter
the handle is released ,

(c) No person may install or cause to be
installed any faucet connected to a washba sin in
any private dwelling which allows more than 3
gallons of water per minuteto flow through the
faucet ..

' (2) DEPAxiMENr xui,ES , (a) The department
shall , by rule :

1 Formulate standards for water u sage for
water closets , showerheads, faucets and urina ls
which will reduce water consumption and meet
the requirements of public health , safety and

145.23 Rules. The department may make and
enforce rules relating to lot size and lot eleva-
tion necessary for proper sanitary conditions in
the development and maintenance of subdivi-
sionsnot served by a public sewer ; where provi-
sion-for such service has not been made .,

Hi stor y : 1979 c 221 ss 607, 649 .

145 .24 Variances . (1) I f an existing private
sewage system either is not located in soil meet-
ing the siting standards or is not constructed in

and persons licensed under this chapter and s .
146 20 to improve the delivery of service under
the private sewage system program . The de-
partment shall obtain the assistance of the Wis-
consiri counties association in planning and
conducting the training and informational
programs

(4 ) SP ECIAL, ASSESSMENT FOR HOLDING AND
SEPTIC TANK PUMPING . A governmental unit
may assess the owner of a private sewage system
for costs related to the pumping of a septic or
holding tank . The governmental unit shall
make any assessment in the same manner that a
city, village or town makes an assessment under
s . 6660

History : 1979 c 34, 22 1 ; 1981 c 120 ; 1983 a 1 92 s 30 .3
(7) ; 1 983 a 4 1 0

145.21 State aids to private sewage system
programs . ( 1 ) ELIGIBILITY ; USE. A governmen-
tal unit responsible for the regulation of private
sewage systems is eligible for payments under
this section for each qualifying sanitary permit .
A qualifying sanitary permit is a sanitary permit
issued under s : 145 19 if the department receives
a copy of the permit within 90 days after the
permit is issued Payments shall be made from
the appropriation under s 20 .445 (1) (cm) for
administration of private sewage system
programs
NOTE : Sub . (1) is shown as affected by ch. 262, laws of

1979, eff'„ ' 7-1-85, which deletes "145 . . 022 or" preceding
«145 , 19" .

(2) PAYMENTS OF $20 PER PERMIT Except as
provided under sub. (3) the department shall
make payments to a governmental unit respon-
sible for the regulation of private sewage sys-
tems equal to $20 for each qualifying sanitary
permit .

(3) PRORATED PAYMENTS : I f the appropriation
under s 20 445 (1,) (cm) is not sufficient to make
payments in the amounts indicated under sub,
(2), the department shall prorate the payments
among the governmental units responsible for
the regulation of private sewage systems ac-
cording to the number of qualifying permits
issued by each governmental unit .

History : 1979 c 34 ; 1979 c 221 ss, 648s, 2202 (20) ; 1 979
c 262 ss 4 'to 6 ( 1 ), (2 )'

accordance with design standards promulgated
under s 145,02 or 145 13, the owner of the
private sewage system may petition the depart-
ment for a variance to the siting or design
standards.
NOTE: Sub . ( 1 ) is shown as affec ted b y 1983 Wi s . . Act 410,

se cti on 88, which de l e tes "or trial regula tory p rocedu res
promulg ated und e r s, . 145 „022 " fo llo win g " 145 . . 1 .3 ", e fC '7-1 -85..

(2) The department shall establish proce-
dures for the review and evaluation of existing
private sewage systems which do not comply
with siting or design standards ..

(3) Upon receipt of a petition for a variance,
the department shall require the owner of the
private sewage system to submit information
necessary to evaluate the request for a variance
If' the . department determines that the existing
private sewage system is not a failing private
sewage system, and continued use of the ex-
isting private sewage system will not pose a
threat of contamination of waters of the state,
then the department may issue a variance to
allow continued use of the existing private sew-
age system . The department shall rescind the
variance if the existing private sewage system
becomes a failing private sewage system or
contaminates waters of the state . .

History : 1983 a 410 .
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3201 PLUMBING AND FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS 145.25

sanitation . The standards shall also conform to ation requires a greater quantity of water for,
standards adopted by the American national adequate flushing than complying with water
stand ards institute , usage requirements under this section or rules

2 Formulate a list of all fixtures and devices promulgated under this section would permitt
available commercially which comply with the 2 If any building i s served by a public sewer
requirements of this section or rules promul- system which requires the use of a greater
gated unde r this section ..

(b) The department shall not promulgate any quantity of water for adequate flushing than

rules which either directly or indirectly prohibit complying with water usage requirements

the use of manual flushing devices for urinals , under this section or rules promulgated under
(3) EXEMPTIONS . (a) The department may , by this section would permitt

rule , exempt specified fixtures and devices from (c) Notwithstanding sub . (1) , plumbing fix-
compliance with the requirements of this sec- tures which do not meet the requirements of this
tion or rules promulgated underthis section if it section which are ordered for sale by a retailer
determines that there is an inadequate supply of prior to May 2, 1978 may be sold at retail within
fixtures or devices offered by at least 2 manuf 'ac- 2 years after May 2 , 1978 , if' the retailer informs
turers which comply with this section or with the buyer , prior to any sale af 'ter' January 1 ,
rules promulgated under this section or if public 1 979, that the fixture does not meet the require-
health , safety and sanitation require fixtures merits of this section . Installation of any
wh ich do no t comply with this section or with plumbing fixtures sold at retail under this para-rules promulgated under this section , graph shall be completed within 2 years after(b) The department may, upon request

, May 2 , 19 ' 78 .8waive compliance with flushing requirements of Y
this section or rules promulgated under this (4) PENALTY . Whoever' violates subs . (1) to
section relating to flushing requirements : (3) shall f orfeit to the state not more than $50

1 For any building in ex i stence on or before for each violation .
January 1 , 1979 ; if its drainage system configur- History : 1977 c . 2 75 ; 1979 c 154
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