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TO: The Honorable Members of the Assembly Committee on Children and Families
FROM: Kathy Markeland, Associate Director
DATE: May 6, 2015

RE: Support for Assembly Bill 40 and Request for Funding for Post-Adoption Services

On behalf of the Wisconsin Association of Family & Children’s Agencies (WAFCA) thank you for the
opportunity to share our support for Assembly Bill 40, which will increase the training and support
provided to families both pre and post-adoption.

WAFCA is a member association working to improve the lives of children and families in Wisconsin.
Our member agencies provide a wide array of prevention and supportive services including
adoption, foster care, in-home support, counseling and mental health treatment. Our members
include agencies that facilitate international and domestic adoptions, as well as, facilitating
adoptions from the public child welfare system through the state Special Needs Adoption Program.
Two of our members operate regional Post-Adoption Resource Centers (PARCs).

We are grateful for the work of the Legislative Council Study Committee on Adoption Disruption
and Dissolution and for Representative Kleefisch’s leadership on behalf of Wisconsin’s adopted
children. On the whole, we believe that the Committee’s recommendations address a number of
important issues facing adoptive families and the systems responsible for supporting family stability
and permanence for vulnerable children.

In particular, we would like to affirm the proposals providing for increased data and reporting under
AB 40 and AB 42. These new data collection efforts will facilitate better direct service delivery to
families. For the first time the state will have reasonably reliable data on the number and status of
adopted children in the state. As was shown throughout the course of the discussions by the Study
Committee, the lack of quality data on adoptive families has been a barrier to improving systems,
resources and delivery of services.

The focus of our testimony today is to support the increased role for Post-Adoption Resource
Centers proposed under AB 40 and to advocate for sufficient resources to fulfill these new
expectations.
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Based on our members’ experience, we believe there are significant new investments that should
be made to improve Wisconsin’s post-adoption services and support continuum. Since 1999, the
agencies providing post-adoption services have not received a funding increase, even as the
number of eligible families continued to grow.

The PARCs currently provide a number of opportunities for adoptive families to share and learn
from one another, but the limited funding does not allow for the depth of programming and
outreach that could most positively impact these families. The current level of funding will not
enable the PARCs to effectively meet the expectation for in-person connections with all newly
adopted children and their families envisioned under AB 40.

WAFCA is currently working with Representative Kleefisch to seek additional PARC funding in the
2015-17 Biennial Budget and is asking the Joint Finance Committee to include an additional
$225,000 in the PARC allocation. These additional resources would enable the PARCs to
appropriately staff for in-person meetings with each new adoptive family in their respective
regions.

In reality, the investment in PARCs is an investment in prevention. Quality post-adoption resources
help families obtain supportive services before they reach a point of crisis — a crisis which can result
in costly mental health and child welfare system involvement. National data tells us that 20% of
adoptive families are at risk for adoption disruption. For the Committee’s reference, we have
attached a summary of a survey of our members that WAFCA conducted this past fall. With just a
small sample of 19 agencies from around the state responding, agencies identified 92 children in
foster care who had previously been adopted. The cost to the government for these disrupted
adoptions is significant; the emotional cost to these adopted children and families is immeasurable.

Beyond the additional funding for the PARCs, WAFCA believes there are a number of supportive
strategies for adoptive families worthy of further exploration in Wisconsin, including:

1. Funding post-adoption resource centers to conduct home visits and maintain more rigorous
outreach systems, especially into the critical adolescent years;

2. Supporting further development of an adoption-competent workforce, so families can
access quality therapeutic care, when they are facing challenges; and

3. Providing direct services and resources that will incentivize families to reach out for help
before their situation reaches crisis levels.

We appreciate the Committee’s consideration of this series of bills today and ask for your support
as we pursue funding to help the PARC agencies effectively carry out this very important work.

We hope to serve as a resource to you as you consider these proposals and additional opportunities
to improve the continuum of care provided to Wisconsin’s adoptive families.
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?ﬂ: Executive Summary
v afca Survey on Adoption History of Children in Out-of-Home Care and Other Services
Wisconsin Association of Family & Children’s Agencies - October 2014

Background: In October 2014, WAFCA sent a brief 10-question survey to all member agencies. The survey
asked providers to look at their current clients and identify any children or youth in their care with an
adoption history.

31 programs operating in 19 agencies across the state responded. While a small sample, the data reported
below paints a picture of the prevalence of needs and demonstrates the importance of further data and
research on these post-adoptive families.

Data Overview

The 31 programs that responded were serving a total of 1805 children.
The program services represented included:

e  Foster Care (9 programs) e Day Treatment (2)
Residential Care (7) e  Respite Services (2)
Group Home (7) e Safety Services (1)
Outpatient Mental Health (3) e Intensive Case Management and

In-home services (3) Coordination (1)
Alt. Education/Day School (3)

e o o @ @

Agencies were asked to identify the number of children in their programs with a known adoption history.
While a few agencies responded that they did not

track this information, respondents identified 134 o
children in their programs who were adopted. Given the
1805 children in services identified in the sample this One in 13 children in services
means one in thirteen children in services was adopted. has an adnntinn I"Stﬂw

. . Based on WAFCA Survey 10/14
Tracking Adoption Status

16 programs reported that they collect adoption history as part of their intake process for new clients.

11 programs document the information in the client file when the information is learned by the
clinician/team. 4 programs reported that they do not document adoption history.

Of the 134 children in services with
an adoption history, more than 50%

Percent of Adoptions Facilitated by Public/Private Entities*

Wintermational were adopted through the public
M Private Domestic . 0

Public Child Welfare child welfare system. For 28% of
® Unknown the children, the source of the

adoption was unknown.

*Of the 134 children with an adoption
54% history identified in the survey.
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Ages , Placement and Risk of Permanent Disruption

88% of the children in services with an adoption history were between the ages of 11-20 years. This is
consistent with national data showing an increase in behavioral and mental health needs in adolescence

and sharp increase in re-
entry of children into the
child welfare system
beginning at age 11.

Of the 134 children with
an adoption history
identified in the survey,
92 were in an out-of-
home placement.

Discussion

In-home with
Family
30%

Current Placement of Children with an Adoption History

Out of Home (92 children) (70%)
M Residential Care (38)

M Group Home (13)

Treatment Foster Care (40)

Foster Care (1)

Out of Home m jn-home with Family {42 children) {30%)
70%

Programs were asked to identify the number of
adopted children in their care who were at-risk

S amens e A SR S A . of not reunifying with their families. The survey
f children with an adoption history are atrisk .o ients identified 80 children (60%) who

of not reunifying with their adoptive families

Based on WAFCA Survey 10/14

were at risk of not reunifying.

The data shared in this summary are the result of a brief, voluntary survey. The survey asked programs to
respond based on known information about children currently in care. Therefore, the information reflects
the “point in time” experience of a few dozen programs in the state. Given the survey design, it would be

imprudent to extrapolate this information beyond the reporting entities.

In spite of the limitations, the data aligns with national findings regarding the re-entry of adopted children
into out-of-home care and the prevalence of mental health needs among adopted adolescents.

In addition, while this data sample is small, it is noteworthy that a handful of programs are currently
serving more than 80 adopted youth who are at risk of not reunifying with their families. National data tells
us that in the absence of reunification these youth are far more likely to “age out” of foster care.

This survey was intended to generate a picture beyond the anecdotal reports of the challenges that

children and families face after adoption. Universal data collection efforts are needed to develop a
comprehensive understanding of the needs and the gaps in the support systems for post-adoptive families.

However small in scale, this survey identifies nearly 100 adopted children in Wisconsin who are currently in
an out-of-home placement. Many of these children were formerly in foster care, were adopted and are
now at-risk of losing a second family. The financial costs to the state are significant; the long-term social
and emotional costs for these children are immeasurable.
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Voices from the Field

Survey respondents were invited to share any additional comments or observations that they had
regarding the children with an adoption history in their care. The following is a sampling of comments.

“Adoptive parents often comment that if they had really good family
therapy services available to them in their region of the state, the
failed adoption might have been prevented. | continue to hear that
adoptive families do not have the resources and support they need
post adoption.”

“This is a snapshot of who we have in care today. At any

f‘lt seems that the given time we have four or more youth [in our program]
intensive, specialized who have been adopted. The adopted families that we
needs related to have served often talk about feeling like they were left on
attachment are not as their own to deal with problems of children they adopted.”

much of a struggle for
adoptive families until
years after adoption [is
finalized], which is often
times when any aid and
support has been long
terminated.”

“Most of the children currently in
placement came to us at 15+ years
of age. The permanency plan for
these youth is long-term foster
care. Parental rights have not
been terminated on the adoptive
parents, but the parents seem
unwilling to work towards
reunification. "Failed" adoptions
appear to have extreme emotions
of bitterness, betrayal, and
rejection more so than children
removed from biological families.”

“We often serve youth with
sexual, acting-out issues
against a sibling in their
adoptive home. The adoptive
parents rarely accept these
youth back if/when treatment

is successful. The adoptive “There is a greater need for wraparound
parents also often do not supportive services for adoptive families,
especially with at-risk youth.”

terminate their parental rights

and counties rarely do an
involuntary TPR so these kids
do not become available for
another adoption.”

WAFCA is a member association that works to improve the lives of families and
children in Wisconsin. Representing over 50 child and family serving agencies and
leaders in the field, WAFCA advocates for our members and the more than 225,000
individuals and families that they serve each year.
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Date: May 6, 2015

To:  Assembly Children and Families Committee

From: Sara Buschman, Assistant Deputy Secretary

RE:  Department of Children and Families Memo on AB 39, 40, 41, and 42

The Department of Children and Families (DCF) applauds the leadership of Representative
Kleefisch and the Legislative Council Study Committee on Adoption Disruption and Dissolution
on discussing the important issue of adoption. The Department’s goal is that all adopted children
thrive in safe, stable and nurturing families. We appreciate the committee’s time and effort in
examining the issue of adoption and creating AB 39, 40, 41, and 42. Our testimony provides the
Department’s views on each of the bills before the committee today.

AB 39

A home study must be completed on prospective adoptive parents to ensure that the prospective
home is suitable and the prospective parents are able to care for the child. AB 39 will require the
use of a standardized home study that has been approved by the Department of Children and
Families. If the bill passes, DCF intends to require the use of the Structured Analysis Family
Evaluation (SAFE) home study tool for foster and adoptive parents. The SAFE tool is nationally
recognized and it is already used by DCF and 45 counties. Twenty-five other states have or are in
the process of implementing the SAFE tool. The Department supports AB 39 because it will
streamline, strengthen, and establish uniformity for the home study process.

AB 40

AB 40 addresses the training requirements for adoptive parents and the services provided by the
Post-Adoption Resource Centers (PARCs). Prospective adoptive parents are required to
complete training, which is designed to provide knowledge about and skills to address the needs
of their adoptive children. The bill increases the required pre-adoptive training from 18 to 25
hours, requires at least six hours to be delivered in person, and outlines certain subjects that must
be covered.

DCF funds five PARCs throughout the state with a limited amount of federal funding, which
provide education, support activities, and services for adoptive families. AB 40 requires that a
representative from one of the PARCs holds an in-person meeting with each adoptive parent to
describe the services and supports available to adoptive parents. While expanding outreach by
the PARCs would benefit adoptive parents, the bill’s new requirement on the PARCs to
undertake in-person meetings cannot be achieved without additional funding, which we estimate
as approximately $226.600 a year.



AB 41
AB 41 addresses international adoptions and requires that foreign children who are adopted in

their native country by Wisconsin parents be re-adopted in Wisconsin. The Department does not
have a position on this bill because it does not affect children adopted from the public child
welfare system.

AB 42
While most adoptions result in positive, loving homes for the adopted children, some adoptive

families are not able over time to provide a safe and stable setting for their adopted child and the
child and family become involved in the child welfare system. Currently, we do not have data on
the scope or characteristics of adoptions that disrupt or dissolve, which hampers our ability to
develop effective strategies to prevent these negative outcomes. AB 42 requires the Department
to collect and report to the legislature on the number of children who have been adopted or given
a guardian and who enter the child welfare or juvenile justice systems.

A similar new data reporting requirement regarding disrupted and dissolved adoptions was
recently enacted in federal legislation. As a result, the Department is preparing to implement the
necessary change in the state’s child welfare information reporting system to collect this data.

DCF supports AB 42 because it will provide important data for program monitoring purposes
and inform development of policies and programs to prevent disruptions or dissolutions of
adoptions.

We thank Representative Rodriguez and committee members for your consideration of the
Department’s comments. We appreciate your commitment to support positive outcomes for
adopted children and adoptive families in our state.
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Assembly Committee on Children and Families
2015 Assembly Bills 39, 40, 41 and 42

Dear Committee Members,

As a member of the Joint Legislative Study Committee on Adoption Disruption and Dissolution and CEO
of The Coalition for Children, Youth & Families, Inc., | want to offer my support for the bills
recommended by the study committee.

The Coalition for Children Youth and Families is non- profit organization funded in part by grants from
the State of Wisconsin Department of Children and Families. We consider ourselves the single source
for neutral, objective and current information about every aspect of foster care and adoption in
Wisconsin.

The Coalition’s specific reasons for support of these bills is as follows:

e AssemblyBill 39 :
The Coalition strongly supports requirements that standardize the home study process. The
home study process is one the first steps in the process of adoption. Ensuring that all licensed
Wisconsin agencies are evaluating and engaging with potential adoptive families uniformly is
critical to ensure children are placed in homes that will help them grow and thrive.

e Assembly Bill 40:
The Coalition supports the proposed legislation of additional training and early engagement
with the Post Adoption Resource Centers (PARCs). As a contractor of 2 of 6 state Post Adoption
Resource Centers we often have a difficult time making sure all families know we are here to
help them and that reaching out to us earlier can prevent challenges later. We also support the
ability for the Post Adoption Resource Centers to have access to information on all finalized
adoptions. While some families may choose not to solicit our assistance, the ability to reach out
after finalization, if even only through a letter, can go a long way in letting people know there is
support available.

In addition to supporting the intent of the bill, we also believe that additional financial resources
for the PARCs is needed. If we look at the numbers of children in relation to the $420,000 of
funding for Post Adoption Resource Centers, we see an average (based on 11,500 children) of
$36.52/child. Wisconsin’s children need and deserve to get access to a better support system.
The cost of children entering the child welfare system after adoption is substantial, and we
could do better as a state if we put those dollars into front-end services which reduce the
occurrence of disruptions. In an effort to solicit this support, Representative Kleefisch drafted a
budget motion and our organization has worked to support this budget amendment.

Coalition for Children, Youth & Families

Formerly Adoption Resources of Wisconsin

6682 W. Greenfield Avenue, Suite 310 | Milwaukee, W1 53214-4960 | Phone: 414-475-1246 | V/TDD: 800-762-8063 | Fax: 414-475-7007  www.coalitionforcyforg



e Assembly Bill 41:
This legislation gives adopted children the ability to be identified as a U.S. Citizen more easily.
This is important for adopted children and their families as it makes the process for securing
passports, work permits, driver’s license and other government issued documents more
seamless.

e Assembly Bill 42:
The Coalition supports the requirement for tracking adoptive children who re-enter the child
welfare system. In Wisconsin and across the country it is currently very difficult to get an
accurate picture of what is happening to children and families post adoption. Often negative
antidotes or one off stories paint a picture that we are not sure is completely accurate.

While there is still improvements that can be made on behalf of adopted children and the families who
adopt them, the Coalition believes these bills are a good foundation for long-awaited changes. Thank
you for your consideration and support.

)fiana Carey, CEO
Coalition for Child Families, Inc.

O

Coalition

For Children | Youth | Families



JOEL KLEEFISCH

STATE REPRESENTATIVE * 38™ ASSEMBLY DISTRICT

Assembly Bills 39, 40, 41, and 42: Related to Various Adoption Practices

Assembly Committee on Children and Families
May 6, 2015

Thank you Chairman Rodriguez and members of the Committee on Children and Families
for holding a hearing today on legislation that will have a significant, positive impact on
adoption outcomes throughout Wisconsin. Assembly Bills 39, 40, 41 and 42 are the
products of what was a very successful Legislative Study Committee, chaired by myself and
Representative Johnson.

The Study Committee on Adoption Disruption and Dissolution was charged with studying
the extent of disruption and dissolution of adoptive families. In order to help such families,
the committee was also directed to consider legislative options to address issues that may
lead an adoption fo fail, and to consider options to address the needs of adoptive children
and parents if an adoption should fail.

Along with several legislators, the committee members included two adoptive parents, an
adoption attorney, an adoption counselor, a director of a county department of human
services, a juvenile court judge, an attorney with the State Public Defender’s office, and two
representatives of adoption agencies.

The committee met five times, and heard from invited speakers regarding the challenges
faced by children, adoptive parents, counties, and service providers when an adoptive
family is unable or unwilling to continue to care for an adopted child. A common theme
throughout the testimony was about the special skills and support needed by adoptive
parents and the particular needs that are nearly universal among adopted children.

Based on the testimony, the committee developed draft legislation that focuses on
prevention, supports, and safeguards to help children and adoptive families maintain a
strong and stable home.

The study committee members unanimously recommended a package of four bill drafts,
and the Joint Legislative Council unanimously approved those bills for introduction this
session.

Capitol Office: Post Office Box 8952 « Madison, W1 53708-8952
(608) 266-8551 - Fax: (608) 282-3638 - Toll-Free: (888) 534-0038 » Rep.Kleefisch@legis.wi.gov
38th Assembly District Office: (920) 474-3338
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2015 Assembly Bill 39 relates to adoption jurisdiction and home studies. This bill revises
two areas of current law. First, the bill extends jurisdiction and venue in a proceeding for an
adoption or adoptive placement of a child, in order to allow the matter to be heard in the
county in which a petition for termination of parental rights to the child was filed or granted.
Under current law, jurisdiction and venue for an adoption is allowed only in the county in
which the child or proposed adoptive parent resides.

Second, the bill requires all counties, the Bureau of Milwaukee Welfare, -and licensed
adoption agencies to use a standardized qualitative assessment system that is approved by
the Department of Children and Families (DCF) to investigate foster care and adoptive
homes.

Committee members had noted that the adoption process could be smoother if adoption
petitions could be filed in the same county that heard the termination of parental rights, and
had discussed the need for a standardized assessment that could provide a consistent
evaluation of the suitability of foster care and adoptive placements, in order to help in
arranging more stable placements.

2015 Assembly Bill 40 relates to adoption preparation training. This bill revises certain
aspects of the preadoptive training that is required under current law for first-time adoptive
parents. The bill requires at least 25 hours of preadoptive training, rather than 18, as
required under current law, and specifies certain topic and delivery requirements for those
hours. The bill also requires an in-person meeting with a representative of the Postadoption
Resource Center (PARC) that serves that adoptive family’s area, and, after the adoption is
finalized, requires a report of the parents’ and child’s contact information to that PARC.

Committee members had discussed the need to provide basic information on the challenges
that are often inherent in adoptions, in a structure that could more valuably convey that
information, in order to better prepare families for adoption. Committee members also felt it
was essential fo reach out to adoptive families after an adoption is finalized.

2015 Assembly Bill 41 relates to readoption after adoption abroad. This bill requires a
parent who has adopted a child abroad to readopt the child under Wisconsin procedures.
This uses the same procedure that is required under current law for a parent to adopt a
child after the parent was granted guardianship over the child in the child's home country.
Under the bill, if a court is satisfied that the procedural requirements have been met, such

Capitol Office: Post Office Box 8952 « Madison, WI 53708-8952
(608) 266-8551 « Fax: (608) 282-3638 « Toll-Free: (888) 534-0038 = Rep.Kleefisch@legis.wi.gov
38th Assembly District Office: (920) 474-3338
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as the preadoption training and standardized home study, and that the foreign court order
granting the adoption is effective, the court must recognize the foreign adoption and must
grant readoption of the child under Wisconsin law.

Committee members had desired to assure the same level of family preparation, and
protection of legal adoption status, for all children who are adopted by residents of
Wisconsin, including those brought from another country.

2015 Assembly Bill 42 relates to tracking when an adopted child enters the child welfare
system. This bill requires various petitions and agreements related to the welfare of a child
to state whether the child has previously been adopted, and requires DCF to submit an
annual report to the Governor and the Legislature on the number of adopted children, and
the number of children who have a guardian, who enter the child welfare or juvenile justice
system each year.

While recognizing that not all adopted children who are not welcome to return to their
adoptive homes will have interactions with the child welfare or juvenile justice systems,
committee members had discussed the need to begin tracking the number of adoption
disruptions and dissolutions, and the reasons for those breakdowns.

Once again, thank you for considering these bills. They are a positive step in helping
parents and children to find, and maintain, a strong and secure adoptive family. We would
be happy to answer any questions. Margit Kelley, Legislative Council staff for the
committee, is here with us today, to also help answer any questions you may have.

Capitol Office: Post Office Box 8952 « Madison, W1 53708-8952
(608) 266-8551 « Fax: (G08) 282-3638 « Toll-Free: (888) 534-0038 » Rep.Kleefisch@legis.wi.gov
38th Assembly District Office: (820) 474-3338
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Testimony on AB 39-AB 42: Adoption Reform to Prevent Adoption Disruption and Dissolution

Presented to the Assembly Committee on Children and Families on May 6", 2015

By Heather Yaeger, Executive Director of Adoption and Out of Home Care Services at
Lutheran Social Services of Wl and Upper Ml

| first want to thank Representative Rodriguez for scheduling the bills, and allowing me the
opportunity to share our support for these Bills that promote safe homes for adoptive and foster
children. Lutheran Social Services of Wi and Upper Ml is the largest private not for profit provider
of Human Services ranging from birth to end of life concerns. Founded in 1882 LSS provides
services to nearly 100,000 clients annually. With a 60 million dollar annual budget and over 1,000
employees, LSS helps people learn to help themselves and care for those unable to do so. Our
services are provided regardless of religious affiliation.

Through our programs serving children and youth we assist over 6,000 children between the ages
of 1 day to 17 years of age with a budget of over 6 million dollars a year related to direct services
of adoption and foster care. In addition, our residential treatment and group home services for
youth total 7 million dollars and serve many children impacted by adoption and the foster care
system. LSS has a statewide Domestic Adoption Program along with pregnancy services. We also
are honored to complete child welfare adoptions for the State of Wisconsin as a provider within
the Special Needs Adoption Program, in the Western and Eastern regions of the State, working
closely with counties to find permanence for children. Our International adoption programs unite
families across countries. LSS of WIand Upper Ml is a Hague accredited agency and has
certification to place children from the Philippines, Bulgaria and Kyrgyzstan, in addition to
studying, preparing families and providing post placement services for additional international
countries, such as China, Poland and others.

As a member of the Legislative Council Study Committee on Adoption Disruption and Dissolution,

| found the work of this committee of highest importance when it comes to impacting children in a
positive way and securing positive futures for families. The primary goal within our adoption
programs is to assure a safe, secure and loving home for children that have often been
traumatized at a young age. We all know that permanence for children is of paramount
importance. A permanent home impacts the physical and mental health of children and their
ability to be independent adults. It is all of our responsibility to assure the system sets children
and families up for success, as all children deserve a forever family.

Motivated by the compassion of Christ, we help people improve the quality of their lives.



Assembly Bill 39 discusses the requirement of a Standardized assessment. This would be
required of all adoptive and foster families if passed. Although there will be system changes
required to accomplish this, including additional training and resources, it is our position that
this is in the best interest of children. Within the child welfare adoptions completed by LSS, the
SAFE Tool, a standardized assessment tool, provides a clear, objective guide assuring all aspects
of family support and ability to parent a special needs child are evaluated. It is our belief that
all children, whether in foster care or joining a family from another country, deserve this same
assurance that a family can meet their needs.

Assembly Bill 40 addresses the need for solid, in person pre-adoptive training. We do realize
that training is not the only factor impacting dissolution or disruption; however, we do support
that the more connected and prepared a family is to supports the increased likelihood they will
be able to parent a special needs child. Supports can be formal supports, such as adoption
agencies, post adoption resource centers or natural supports such as other adoptive families
along with friends and family. Within our programs we value the face to face time with
potential adoptive families, and believe within our International programs it is that contact,
along with post placement visits, that allow for us to support families well beyond their
finalization date. The increase of additional training hours will allow for more in-depth
training along with potential support groups among families to be formed.

Assembly Bill 41 assures all children joining families in Wisconsin, even if their adoption was
finalized in their birth country, readopt within the Wisconsin Court system. This assures that
these children have the same rights as children with a Wisconsin Birth Certificate and is perhaps
the most important Bill addressing disruption and dissolution. We support this whole
heartedly. | would like to raise a point of concern over the requirement of the $1,000 bond
and point out that these children have a finalized adoption already, and thus, this appears to be
an unnecessary financial hardship for families. These families have committed a substantial
amount of financial resources prior to the refinalization in Wisconsin. | believe it is in the
State’s best interest to minimize the barriers to this process, thus assuring these children obtain
a Wisconsin birth certificate.

LSS of Wi and Upper Ml is in support of Assembly Bill 42. It is of paramount importance we
know if we are successful in preparation of families and supporting children with special needs.
Through early identification of children entering our systems of care after adoption, we can
provide services directly supporting family reunification and address adoption specific
treatment needs.

Thank you for your time and for your commitment to children and families in Wisconsin. We
look forward to partnering with public and private partners to further our support of adoptive
and foster families.
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