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STATE OF WISCONSIN 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ORDER TO 
AMEND TRANS 128, WIS. ADMIN. CODE, 
RELATING TO THE TRAFFIC VIOLATION 
AND REGISTRATION PROGRAM 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

ORDER ADOPTING 
RULE 

Clearing House Rule 84-196 

Analysis Prepared by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation 

General summary of rule. This order adopting rule amends sections of 
Chapter TRANS 12~t, Wis. Admin. Code., _relating to the Traffic 'Violation and 
Registration Program. The Traffic Violation and Registration Program (TV&RP) 
was created by Chapter 34, Laws of 1979, which was effective July 1,1981. 
This legislation required the Department to refuse vehicle registration when a 
court notified the Department that a judgment had been entered against a person 
and remained unpaid. The court notification must include a certification that 
a warrant was served on the person against whom the judgment was entered. When 
the person pays the judgment, the court is required to immediately notify the 
department and registration privileges are reinstated. 

Chapter 165, Laws of 1981, effective July 1, 1982, expanded the program to 
also allow a local authority to notify the Department if a person does not res
pond to a "non-moving traffic violation" either by paying or appearing in court 
within 28 days after issuance. A "non-moving traffic violation" is any parking 
of a vehicle in violation of a statute or an ordinance. 

Upon notifying the Department, the local authority has the option of 
requiring the Department to immediately suspend the registration of the vehicle 
involved, or to refuse to register any vehicle owned by the person, or both. 
Before notifying the Department J the local authority is required to send the 
person two separate notices about the unpaid parking ticket, including informa
tion on how the person can respond to the ticket and what action the local 
authority and the Department may take if the person does not respond within the 
28-day limit. 

Once the person pays the forfeiture or appears in court to contest the 
parking ticket, the local authority is required to immediately notify the 
Department, and registration privileges are reinstated. 

1983 Wisconsin Act 330, effective May 1, 1984, provides that state agen
cies and campuses of the University of Wisconsin system may also us the program 
to recover their parking ticket forfeitures. It also created a definition for 
"authority" to include these two government systems in addition to local autho
rities. 

1983 Wisconsin Act 103, effective December 4, 1984, and 1983 Wisconsin Act 
169, effective March 29, 1984, provide that liability for the payment of a for
feiture resulting from a non-moving traffic violation issued to a rented or 
leased vehicle may be shared by the owner (rental or leasing company ) and the 
renter or lessee. 



Rental or leasing companies are relieved of responsibility for unpaid 
parking tickets if they provide the issuing law enforcement agency with infor
mation about the renter or lessee who was in possession of the vehicle at the 
time of the violations. 

The law enforcement agency must attempt to obtain payment from the renter 
or lessee by mailing two warning notices within a 28-day period. If payment is 
not received by 30 days after the mailing of the second notice, the law 
enforcement agency may direct the Department of Transportation to refuse regis
tration of any vehicles owned by the renter or lessee. 

At this point, the rental or leasing company becomes responsible for 50% 
of the forfeiture. - If they fail to pay-this 50% portion within 30 days after 
receiving written notice of this obligation, the law enforcement agency may 
direct the Department of Transportation to suspend the registration of only the 
vehicle involved in the violation. 

If the issuing law enforcement agency should eventually receive full pay
ment of the forfeiture from the renter or lessee, and 50% payment from the 
rental or leasing company, the 50% overpayment shall be refunded to the rental 
or leasing company. 

The rule has been changed as follows: 

1. The term "local authority" has been changed to "authority" throughout 
the rule. 

2. TRANS 128.02(2) refers to the definition for "authority" provided in 
s. 345.28(1)(a), Stats. (1983 Wisconsin Act 330). 

3. TRANS 128.02(9) creates a definition for "state agency." It is a 
liberal definition to allow the appropriate sub-unit level within an agency to 
participate in the program. 

4. TRANS 128.04(2) (b) and TRANS 128.05(2) (b) limit to 40 the number of 
cases which may be processed against a registration record. The original 
design of the TV&RP data processing system contained this limitation. To date, 
only the City of Milwaukee and the City of Kenosha have submitted over 40 cases 
which involve one specific registration record. Both municipalities were 
advised of the system limitation and accepted it as reasonable. 

5. TRANS 128.06(2) (a) describes a 30-day warning notice that must be 
mailed before the Department may cancel a registration upon notification of an 
unpaid judgment, if the registration has been renewed prior to the beginning of 
its registration period. The language has been changed to clarify that the 
30-day notice is required only if the registration has been renewed rather than 
after the mailing of the renewal notice. 

6. TRANS 128.07 (2) (b) relates to the refusal to register any vehicles 
owned by a person ,-if the Department cannot suspend the license plate number 
supplied. The language has been changed to specify that this action will not 
be taken against rental and leasing companies. 
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7. TRANS 128.08(1) provides clarification that the Department shall not 
take action against the person upon receiving notification, but only upon 
entering the unpaid judgment or unpaid citation on the Department's records. 

8. TRANS 128.08(1)(e) provides clarification that the Department will not 
allow a person to acquire registration as part of the transfer of ownership of 
a vehicle. 

9. TRANS 128.08(2) changes the action the Department shall take under 
specific circumstances from suspension of registration to cancellation of 
registration. This amendment is recommended because it is procedurally more 
efficient for the Department to cancel a registration than to suspend it. 
Although the penalties for operating after suspension and operating after can
cellation vary, under both sanctions the vehicle cannot be legally operated. 

10. TRANS 128.08(1) (b)2 describes a 30-day warning notice that must be 
mailed before the Department may cancel a registration upon notification of an 
unpaid citation, if the registration has been renewed prior to the beginning of 
its registration period. The language has been changed to clarify that the 
30-day notice is required only if the registration has been renewed rather than 
after the mailing of the renewal notice. 

11. TRANS 128.08(3) limits to 255 the number of vehicles which may be 
refused registration as a result of an unpaid judgment case or an unpaid cita
tion case. 

12. TRANS 128.09(1)(c) expands the exceptions to refusing a transfer of 
ownership to include an involuntary transfer. A listing of specific types of 
involuntary transfers is included. 

13. TRANS 128.12(4) describes the method used to determine the per case 
rate of payment. The language has been modified to make the rate calculation 
more easily understood. 

14. TRANS 128.12(8) described special credit provisions for the City of 
Milwaukee. This subsection has been deleted because Milwaukee's original con
tribution has been repaid and these credit provisions are no longer necessary. 

Fiscal estimate. No anticipated fiscal effect on state or local govern-
ment. 

Authority for rule. 
345.47(1)(d), Stats. 

Sections 85.13, 110.06(1), 227.014, 345.28, 

Forms. MVD 2458C and MVD 2502, Notice of Unpaid Citation, is used by an 
authority to notify the Department of an unpaid citation under s. 345.28(4), 
Stats. Minor revisions were made to forms by expanding the preprinted certi
fication area and changing the term "local authority" to "authority" where 
appropriate. 

Other pre-existing forms in use that did not require revision are: 
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MVD 2, License Plate Renewal Notice, used by the Department to notify a 
person that vehicle registration is expiring. 

MVD 3, License Plate Renewal Notice-Statement, used by the Department to 
notify a person that vehicle registration is expiring. 

MVD 2458, Notice of Unpaid Judgment, is used by a court to notify the 
Department of an unpaid judgment under s. 345.47(1)(d), Stats. 

MVD 2458D, Statement of Good Faith, is used to ensure a transfer of owner
ship can be allowed and will not defeat the purpose of this program. 

MVD 3399, Temporary Driving Receipt, under s. 345.28(5)(b)2.a., Stats., is 
used by a law enforcement officer as a receipt for deposit of an operator I s 
license in lieu of serving a warrant and arresting a person, and also serves as 
a temporary driving receipt. 

Pursuant to authority vested in the department of transportation by ss. 

85.13, 110.06(1), 227.014, 345.28, and 345.47(1)(d), Stats., the department 

hereby amends rules interpreting ss. 85.13, 341.08(4m), 341.10(7) and Om), 

341.63, 341.64, ch. 342, 345.17, 345.28, and 345.47(1)(d), Stats., as follows: 
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Section 1. TRANS 128 is amended as follows: 

Chapter Tr.ns 128 

T RAFF I C V I (l.AT 1'* AND R.E GIST RAT I ON PROCiAAK 

Trans 128.01 Purpos~_and scope 

Trans 128.02 Definitions 

Trans 128.03 Local unit of government or other authority participation or 

termi nat ion 

Trans 128.04 

Trans 128.05 

Trans 128.06 

Notice of unpaid judgment and notice of satisfaction 

Notice of unpaid citation and notice of satisfaction 

Actions associated with unpaid judgment cases 

Trans 128.07 Actions associated with unpaid citation cases 

Trans 128.08 Refusal of registration 

Trans 128.09 Transfer of vehicle ownership while registration suspended 

Trans 128:10 Renewal forms for vehicle registration 

Trans 128.11 Resolution of errors 

Trans 128.12 Cost of traffic violation and registration program 

Trans 128.01 Purpose and scope. (1) STATUTORY AUTHORITY. As autho

rized by 55.85.13, 110.06(1), 227.014, 345.28, and 34S.47(1)(d), Stats., 

the purpose of this· chapter is to establ ish the department of transporta

tion's administrative interpretation of ss. 85.13, 341.08(4m), 341.10(7) and 
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(7m), 341.63, 341.64, 345.17, 345.28, and 345.47(1)(d), and ch. 342, Stats., 

relating to a traffic violation and registration program to refuse vehicle 

registration as a result of unpaid judgments and to suspend or refuse vehicle 

registration as a result of unpaid parking tickets. 

(2) APPLICABILITY. This chapter applies to any local unit of govern

ment or other authority electing to partlc-Ipate In the traffic violation and 

registration program, to any court or +eee+ authority or delegated agency 

processing cases on behalf of participating local units of government 2L 

other authority, and to any person subject to any judgment or parking cita

tion that remains unpaid. 

Note: Forms used In administering this rule include MVO 2, license 

plate renewal notice; MVD 3, license plate renewal notice-statement; HVO 

2458, notice of unpaid Judgment, under s. 345.47(1)(d), Stats.; MVO 245BC 

and MVO 2502, notice unpaid citation, under s. 345.28(4), Stats.; MVO 24580, 

statement of good faith; and MVD 3339, driving receipt, under s. 

345.28(S)(b) 2.a. 

Trans 128.02 Definitions. In this chapter: 

(1) "App 1 kant" means any person app 1 y i ng for WI scons i n ven j c I e reg

Istration. 
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~2) "Authority" hIS the same meaning IS In s. 3"5.28(1)(a) and In

cludes state agency as defined In sub (9). 

HH ill "Cue" means an unpal d Judgment or unpa Ide I tat I on wh I ch 

Includes both a notice of unpaid judgment or unpaid citation and a sub

sequent notice of satisfaction. 

H~ ill "Delegated agency" means the entity designated by a-"&eat an 

authority to submit unpaid citation and s.tisfactlon notices on behalf of 

the local unit of government or other autnorlty. 

flt~ ill '-Department" means the WI scons I n department of 

transportat Ion. 

fH ill. ''loca I author i ty" has the same mean I ng as ins. 340. ot( 26) , 

Stats. 

f'~ ill. "local unit of government" means any county, city, village, 

town or other local agency having authority under the constitution and laws 

of this state to adopt traffic regulations. 

ft~ (8) "Registrant" means any person who Is the holder of Wisconsin 

vehicle registration. 

(9) "State agency", as used In the definition of authority, means 

any off i ce, department! or independent agency of ~WI scons I n state government, 

Including any sub-unit level with the authority to administer the provisions 

of this chapter. 
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fit 1l.Ql "Unpaid judgment" means an unpaid traffic forfeiture judgment 

submitted to the department under ch. 345, Stats. 

f9t11.!l"Unpald citation" means a ticket for a nonmoving traffic 

violation as defined in s. 345.28(1), Stats., which has not been paid and 

for which the person has not appeared in court. 

He'illl "Working capital" means the excess of current assets over 

current liabil ities, including amounts required for continuing system develop

ment. 

Trans 128.03 Local unit of governaent or other authority participa

tion or termination. (1) NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS. A local unit of govern

ment or other authority electing to participate or terminate participation 

in the traffic violation and registration program shall notify the depart

ment in writing at least 30 days before the effective date of participation 

or termination. The department may delay the effective date of participation 

beyond the 30 day period if the participant anticipates submitting a high 

volume case load. 

(2) CONTENTS OF NOTIFICATION. The notification from the local unit 

of government or other authority shall inclUde: 

(a) The effective date of participation; 
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(b) Method of payment as described In 5. Trans 128.12(5); 

(c) Estimated annual volume of cases that will be sent to the depart-

ment; 

(d) Whether there is a municipal court, and if so, the neme, address, 

and phone number of the ~ourt and the address where court payments should be 

made; 

(e) The name, address, and phone number of the ~oe.~ authority or 

delegated agency and the address where citation payments should be made; 

(f) A statement describing the approval of participation action taken 

by the ~&ee~ authority; and 

(g) The signature and title of the person submitting the notice for 

the local unit of government or other authority. 

(3) COPIES TO COURT AND DELEGATED AGENCY. The local unit of govern

ment or other authority shall send a copy of all notices sent to the depart

ment under this section to the clerk of any circuit court or municipal court 

and to any delegated agency that processes cases on its behalf. 
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Trans 128.04 Notice of unpaid judgaent and notice of satisfaction. 

(l) SIZE AND CONTENT. (a) The notice of unpaid judgment shall be 8i" x Si" 

and, in addition to the information required by s. 345.47(l)(d), Stats., 

shall contain, and the court shall provide: 

1. The name and address of the court; 

2. The name of the local unit of government or other authority that 

the action is on behalf of; 

3. The signature or facsimile signature of the judge or the represen

tative authorized by the court; 

4. The date the notice is signed; 

5. The title of the person signing; 

6. The 13 position judgment case number generated as prescribed by 

the department to include a unique number assigned to each court, the date, 

and a serial number; and 

7. A section for notice of satisfaction containing; 

a. The signature or facsimi Ie signature of the judge or representa

tive authorized by the court; 
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b. The date the judgment was satisfied; 

c. The date the satisfaction is signed; and 

d. The title of the person signing. 

(b) The notice also shall allow for r~portjng of the following infor

mation at the discretion of the court. 

1. The court case number assigned by the court; 

2. The state of issue and year of expiration of the license number 

of the vehicle involved; 

3. The state of issue and driver's I icense number of the person named 

on the notice; and 

4. The date of birth of the person named on the notice. 

Note: Form MVO 2458. 

(2) SCOPE. 1!l A notice of unpaid judgment may be created for any 

and all violations included in any and all warrants, if all are included 

under one unpaid judgment case number. After a notice of unpaid judgment 

has been submitted to the department, any additional violation or violations 
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which result in additional unpaid judgments shal I be submitted as a separate 

notice of unpaid judgment. 

(b) A maximum of 40 cases will be entered on the department's records 

on anyone registration record. Cases received in excess of this number 

will be returned to the appropriate authority or delegated agency. 

(3) NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS. (a) When a court elects to notify 

the department, each notice of unpaid judgment or subsequent notice of satis

faction shall be on the form prescribed in this section and shall be rnai led 

or del ivered to the department by the court. 

(b) Notice of satisfaction shall be mailed or del ivered to the depart

ment not later than 3 working days after the court receives payment of the 

judgment or otherwise determines that the unpaid judgment has been satisfied. 

(c) The court is responsible for assuring that a notice of unpaid 

judgment sent to the department is a correct and appropriate submission. 

(4) PURGING. An unpaid judgment case which has not been satisfied 

as described in sub. (3), shal I be purged from the department's records 6 

years from the date the case was entered on the department's records. 

(s) FORMS SUPPLY. The notice of unpaid judgment and notice of sat is

f.ction form shall be supplied by the department. The cost of the fonms 

sMail be included In the cost for operation of the program. 
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Note: Form MVD 2458. 

Trans 128.05 Notice of unpaid citation and notice of Mtlsfaction. 

(1) SIZE AND CONTENT. (a) The notice of unpaid citation shal I be 8i" x 5i" 

and, in addition to the information required by s. 345.28(4), Stats., shall 

contain, and the ;eea+ authority or delegated agency shall I provide: 

1. The name and address of the +eea; authority or delegated agency; 

2. The signature or facsimile signature of the authorized representa-

tive; 

3. The title of the person signing; 

4. The date the notice is signed; 

5. The 13 position citation case number generated as prescribed by 

the department to include a unique number assigned to each ;&ea+ authority, 

or delegated agency, the date, and a serial number; 

6. The type of license plate as prescribed by the department for the 

I icense number of the vehicle involved: 

7. The year of expiration of the Wisconsin 1 icense number of the 

vehicle involvedj 
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8. The amount of payment due from the person against whom the cita

tion was Issued; and 

9. A section for notice of satisfaction containing; 

a. The signature or facsimile signature of the authorized representa-

ttve; 

b. The date the citation was satisfied; and 

c. The title of the person signing. 

(b) The notice also shall allow for reporting of the citation number 

at the discretion of the +&e8+ authority or delegated agency. 

Mote: G~eete,-ferM Form MVD 2458c or MVD 2502. 

(2) SCOPE. (a) A notice of unpaid citation may be created and sub

mitted to the department for any and all nonmoving traffic violations as 

defined In s. 345.28(1), Stats., but each violation requires a separate notice. 

(b) A maximum of 40 cases will be entered on the department's 

records on anyone registration record. Cases received In excess of this 

number will be returned to the appropriate authority or delegated agency. 
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(3) NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS. (8) When e·~&es; ~ authority or 

delegated a~theF~ty agency notifies the department, each notice of unpaid 

citation or subsequent notice of satisfaction shall be on the form prescribed 

in this section and shall be mailed or del ivered to the department by the 

tees; authority. 

(b) Notice of satisfaction shal I be mailed or delivered to the depart

ment no later than 3 working days after the +eea; authority or delegated 

agency receives payment, the person has appeared in court to contest the 

citation, or for any other reason the case Is closed. 

(c) The tOe8~ authority is responsible for assuring that a notice of 

unpaid citation sent to the department is a correct and appropriate sub

mission. 

(4) PURGING. An unpaid citation case which has not been satisfied 

as described in sub. (3), shall be purged from the department's records 6 

years from the date the case was entered on the department's records. 

(5) FORM SUPPLY. The notice of unpaid citation and notice of satis

faction form shal I be suppl ied by the department. The cost of the forms 

shall be included in the cost for operation of the program. 

Note: Form MVD 2458C or MVD 2502. 
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Trans 128.06 Actions associated with unpaid judgMent cases. As re

quired by s. 341.10(7), Stats., a person named by a court under s. 345.47 

(1)(d), Stats., who has an unpaid judgment within the scope of this chapter 

shall be refused registration as follows: 

(1) INITIAL NOTIFICATION LETTE~_ OF UNPAID JUDGMENT. When the depart

ment is notified by a court of an unpaid judgment, the department shall send 

an initial notification letter to the person named by the court at the address 

supplied by the court unless the department has a more recent address. The 

letter shal I provide the person with advance notice of registration refusal, 

as described in s. Trans 128.08, including information about the unpaid judg

ment;-8"e-mey-i"e+~ee-8-38-e6y·"et+f+eetieA-ee,er+&ee i"-,~e~-t21fb1. The 

letter shall be mailed, except: 

(a) When the conditions in sub. (2)(a) apply. 

(b) When the department is establishing a control group for testing 

the effectiveness of the letter. 

(c) When for some or al I cases the letter does not appear to improve 

the promptness with which unpaid judgments are satisfied or does not appear 

to be cost-effective. 

(2) 30 DAY NOTICE. (a) When the department is notified by a court 

of an unpaid judgment after a reg~+er-re"ewe+-Aet+ee registration has been 
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me++ee renewed, but before the beginning of the new registration period, in 

order to meet the requirements of s. 341.08(4m), Stats., a letter shall be 

mailed to the registrant. The letter shall provide information about the 

unpaid Judgment and indicate that although .-reg~tar-re~ewet !b! registration 

fer~ has been e~ witt be mat+e8 renewed, the department shall ,~,pe~e cancel 

!b! registration after the expiration of 30 days from the date of mailing 

the letter unless the department receives evidence required by s. Trans 

128.04 that all judgments have been satisfied. 

(b) When the department is notified by a court of an unpaid judgement, 

and the person named by the court is the owner of a vehicle with a non-expir

ing registration, a letter shall be mailed providing information about the 

unpaid judgment and indicating the department shall stts"el'u~ cancel the reg

istration. SttSpeASteA Cancellation of registration shall occur after the 

expiration of 30 days from the date of mailing the letter to the registrant 

unless the department receives evidence required by s. Trans 128.04 that 

all judgments have been satisfied. 

(3) 9R9ER-9F-SijSPENS+9N CANCELLATION RESULTING FROM REFUSAL. e~eer 

e'-SttSpeASteA A letter of cancellation of registration shall be mailed for 

those registrations described in s. Trans 128.08(2). The e~8e,-ef-'tI,peA~ 

'teA letter shall indicate that the SttSpeASteA cancellation shall continue 

until the department receives evidence required by s. Trans 128.04 that all 

Judgments have beensatisified: 
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Trans 128.07 Actions associated with unpaid elution cases. As re

quired by s. 341.10(7m), Stats., a person named by a-+eea+ an authority or 

delegated agency under s. 345.28(4), Stats., shal I be refused registration, 

have his or her vehicle registration suspended, or both, as follows: 

(1) TYPE OF ACTION. When the department Is notified of an unpaid 

citation, the type of letter sent to the person named on the notice will 

depend on the action to be taken by the department as specified by the +eeei 

authority or delegated agency under s. 345.28(4)(a) 2, Stats. 

(a) Suspend the registration of the vehicle involved. When the depart

ment is directed to suspend the registration of the vehicle involved under 

s. 341.63(1)(c), Stats., an order of suspension of registration letter shall 

be mailed to the person named on the notice for the license number supplied 

by the +&eat authority or delegated agency. The order of suspension shall 

provide information about the unpaid citation and indicate that the suspension 

shall continue until the department receives evidence required by s. Trans 

128.05 that all citations have been satisfied. 

(b) Refuse registration of any vehicle owned by the person. When 

the department is directed to refuse registration, as described in s. Trans 

128.08, of any vehicle owned by the person named on the notice, the notices 

described in s. Trans 128.06 shall be used except references to court, unpaid 

judgment, and judgments shal I be changed to +eee+ authority or delegated 

agency, unpaid citations, and citations and other references shall be changed 

as appropriate. 
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(c) Suspend and refuse registration. When the department is directed 

to suspend the registration of the vehicle involved under s. 341.63(1)(c), 

Stats., and to refuse registration of any vehicle, as described In s. Trans 

128.08, owned by the person named on the notice, the order of suspension of 

registration letter described in par. (a) shal I be mailed. The order shall 

be modified to include the additional information described In par. (b), as 

appropriate. 

(2) AlTERNATIVE ACTIONS FOR CERTAIN LICENSE NUMBERS. When the depart

ment is directed to suspend registration, but the I icense number suppl ied: 

(I) Has been issued by another state or jurisdiction, the department 

cannot suspend vehicle registration, but shall refuse any attempt to register 

any vehicle. 

(b) Does not exist, or department records for that I icense number 

show a different name than the name suppl led, the department shall not sus

pend vehicle registration, but shall refuse any attempt to register any 

vehicle by the personT~ unless the person is engaged in the business of 

renting or leasing motor vehicles. 

(c) Has been replaced by a different number, the department shall 

suspend the replacement registration. 
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(3) RECORD OF ACTION. When an order of suspension letter is computer 

created, the computer shall also generate a microfiche of the text of the 

letter as the record of action. 

Trans 128.08 Refusal of registration. (1) SCOPE. From the date the 

department peee+yes-~et+¥+eet+e~ enters the notification of a person's unpaid 

judgment or unpaid citation on the departments records, the department shall 

not permit the person to: 

~--~~e-Udete-t~e-eepaptMe~t-peee+.es-~et+f+eet+&~u-Mee~,-t~e 

d8te-tAe-A&t+¥+e8t+&A-+s-e~tepee-eA-the-eep8PtMeAtL,-peeepeST 

(a) Register a vehicle. 

(b) Renew the registration of a vehicle if the department meets the 

notification requirements of s. 341.08(4m), Stats., by: 

1. ~ail ing the renewal registration notice described in s. Trans 

128.10(1)(b), (c) and (d) where the department is notified by a court or 

+oeei authority or delegated agency prior to creating a notification of re

newal; or 

2. ~ail ing the letter described in s. Trans 128.06(2) where the de

partment is notified by a court..l..ef'-+oee+ authority..l.. or delegated agency 
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after M8t~t~g-~et~~+eet;eA-ef-~eAew8~ the renewal of a registration but before 

the beginning of the new registration period. 

(c) Re-register a vehicle, Including, but not I imited to, changes in 

the gross weight or operating status of a vehicle or the Issuance of replace

ment license plates. 

(d).ransfer registration to another vehicle. 

(e) ~~8~,~e~ Acquire registration as part of the transfer of owner

ship of a vehicle. 

(f) Continue a nonexpiring registration. 

(2) WITHDRAWAL OF REGISTRATION BY SWSPENS~9N CANCELLATION. The depart

ment shall 5~,~eAd cancel registration under s. 3~+T&3f+1f81 342.255(3), 

Stats., when the regi'stration types are those described in sub. (t)(b) 2., 

(d), (e) and (f). 

(l) LIMITATION OF REFUSAL OF REGISTRATION. The refusal of registra

tion provisions described in this section are I imited to a maximum of 255 

vehicles per case. 

f31 ~ EFFECT ON ISSUING CERTIFICATE OF TITLE. (a) The refusal of 

registration shall not effect the issuance of a certificate of title except 

.~ provided under s. 34~~11, Stats. 
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(b) If the appl ication for certificate of title indicates that the 

vehicle has been operated upon publ ic highways, any required registration 

fee shall be collected and retained at the time of Issuing title, even though 

registration is not issued. The department shall assign registration to the 

vehicle according to the provisions of ch. 341, Stats., but shall withhold 

sending the evidence of registration to the vehicle owner until the depart

ment receives evidence that al I judgments and citations are paid. The cer

tificate of title shall be sent to the vehicle owner with a letter providing 

information about the unpaid judgments and unpaid citations and indicating 

that the registration shall be withheld until the department receives evidence 

that all judgments and citations are paid. 

f~+ 121 CRITERIA FOR IDENTIFYING A PERSON SUBJECT TO REFUSAL OF REGIS

TRATION. The refusal of registration shall be based on information supplied 

by a court on the notice required under s. 345.47(1)(d), Stats., and s. Trans 

128.04, or on information suppl ied by e-+eee+ ~ authority or delegated agency 

on the notice required under s. 345.28(4), Stats., and s. Trans 128.05, and 

shall be supplemented by information obtained from department records. The 

department sha! I refuse the renewal, transfer or issuance of registration 

when: 

(a) The appl icant's or registrant's name and address are both the 

same as the name and address suppl ied on the notice of unpaid Judgment or 

unpaid citation. 

~22-



/' 

(b) The name shown on the department's record for the license plate 

number supplied on the notice of unpaid judgment or notice of unpaid citation 

is similar or a reasonably logical variation of the name suppl led on the 

notice of unpaid judgment or notice of unpaid citation regardless of whether 

the address information is the same. 

(c) The appl icant's or registrant's name Is exactly the same or a 

reasonably logical variation of a name as stated in pars. (a) and (b), and 

the address is the same as: 

1. The address suppl led on the notice of unpaid judgment or notice 

of unpaid citation, 

2. The address obtained from the department's record for the license 

plate number supplied on the notice of unpaid judgment or notice of unpaid 

citation, or 

3. The address obtained from department driver I icense records using 

information suppl ied by the notice of unpaid judgment. 

Trans 128.09 Transfer of vehicle ownership ~ile registration sus

pended. As required by s. 341.64(1), Stats., no owner may transfer the owner

ship of any vehicle whose registration is suspended under s. 341.63(1)(c), 

Stats., until the registration is reinstated under s. 341.63(2), Stats., or 
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unti I the department is satisfied that the transfer is proposed in good faith 

and not for the purpose or with the effect of defeating the purpose of 5. 

341.63(1)(c), Stats. A transfer of ownership where the seller would continue 

to have possession, use of, or receive any benefit from the operation of the 

vehicle shal I be considered as defeating the purposes of this program. 

(1) EXCEPTIONS TO REFUSING A TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP. An application 

for transfer of ownership of a vehicle will be refused unless: 

(a) The initial purchaser is a Wisconsin motor vehicle dealer as 

defined in s. 218.01(1)(a), Stats., or 

(b) The purchaser, other than a motor vehicle dealer, provides the 

department with a signed statement that the seller of the vehicle will not 

have possession, use of, or receive any benefit from the operation of the 

vehicle after the application for transfer of ownership is completed by the 

departmentT..t....2! 

(c) It is an involuntary transfer of ownership including: 

1. Repossession under s. 342.17(2); 

2. Deceased under s. 342.17(4)~ 

3. Divorce settlement under s. 342.17(4); 
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~. B.nkruptcy under s. 342.17(4); 

S. Abandoned vehicle under s. 342.40(2); 

6. Towing or storage lien under s. 779.415; 

7. Mechanics lien under s. 779.41; 

8. Landlord llen under 5. 704.05(5); 

2: Court order; or 

10. Other conditions where the Interest of an owner in a vehicle 

passes to another other than by voluntary transfer. 

Iote: Penalty sections are 55. 341.64(2), 342.06(2), and 345.17, 

Stats. 

Iote: Form MV024580, Statement of Good Faith. 

(2) APPLICATION DISPOSITION WHEN TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP REFUSED. 

When the department refuses to allow a transfer of ownership, the department 

sh.lll: 
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(a) Create a new title, without charge, in the name of the seller 

and send it to the seller with a letter explaining why the transfer of owner

ship was refused. 

(b) Return to the purchaser all fees submitted by him or her with an 

explanation why the transfer of ownership was refused. If registration was 

issued in error, the fees may be returned only after the purchaser complies 

with a department request for return of the registration. 

(c) Notify by letter any secured party shown on the purchaser's appl i

cation for transfer of ownership that transfer of ownership was refused. 

Trans 128.10 ~1 fonas for vehicle regfstration. (1) RENEWAL 

FORMS. (a) Application forms for renewal of vehicle registration shall con

tain the information required under s. 341.08(2), Stats., and shall also 

contain and serve as a notice of, the date upon which the registration must 

be renewed as required under s. 341.08(4m), Stats. 

Note: Registration renewal form HVO 2. 

(b) The renewal form used for a registration which is subject to 

unpaid judgments b~~ed on information obtained under s. 34S.47(1)(d), Stats., 

shall also include: 
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1. The date judgment was entered; 

2. The amount of the judgment; 

3. The place where the judgment may be paid; 

4. The court case number; 

5. The judgment case number; 

6. A. notification that the registration shall not be renewed until 

all judgments are paid; and 

7. Other information or instructions to assist the vehicle owner. 

Note: Registration renewal form MVO 3. 

(c) The renewal form used for a registration which is subject to 

unpaid citations based on information obtained under s. 345.28(4), Stats., 

shall also include: 

1. The date of the citation; 

2. The amount due; 
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3. The place where the citation may be paid; 

4. The citation number; 

5. The citation case number; 

6. A notification that the registration shall not be renewed until 

all citations are paid; and 

7. Other information or instructions to assist the vehicle owner. 

Mote: Registration renewal form MVD 3. 

(d) The renewal form used for a registration which is subject to 

both unpaid judgments and unpaid citations shall include the information 

contained in pars. (b) and (c). 

Note: Registration renewal form MVO 3. 

(2) MAILING. (a) The mail ing of vehicle registration renewal shall 

be in accordance with s. 341.08(4m), Stats., and shall be by first class 

mall. 

(b) The department may not maintain any record of evidence of mailing 

renewals or of renewals that are returned to the department or its ~gent as 

undel iverable by the U.S. postal service. 
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(c) Failure to receive a renewal notice shall not be a defense against 

failing to register a vehicle. 

(3) EXCEPTIONS. A vehicle registration renewal notice form shall 

not be created by the department or mailed to the vehicle owner when the 

department's record indicates that the registration is: 

(a) Suspended under s. 20.905(2), 341.63(1), 344.08 or 344.14, Stats.; 

(b) Revoked under s. 344.25, Stats.; 

(c) Canceled under s. 342.255, Stats.; or 

(d) For a period which has previously expired. 

Trans 128.11 Re~lutlon of errors. (1) ERRORS IDENTIFIED BY PERSON. 

(a) If the department is satisfied that the refusal of registration was an 

error, the department shall modify its records and allow the person to be 

issued registration. 

(b) If the department is not satisfied that a registration refusal 

was in error, the person shall submit to the department a signed statement 

containing: 
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1. A list of the description and I icense number of al I vehicles owned; 

2. Wisconsin operator's license number; 

3. Date of birth; and 

4. Any other information relevant to the claim. 

(c) If the department is not satisfied with the information provided 

in par. (b) the person shall contact the court or +ee8~ authority or dele

gated agency that submitted the information to the department. If the court 

or t&eat authority or delegated agency is satisfied that an error was made, 

the court or t&eet authority or delegated agency shall submit a notice of 

satisfaction to the department as required in s. Trans 128.04 or t28.05. 

(2) ERROR IDENTIFIED BY COURT. To correct an error in a notice of 

unpaid Judgment sent to the department, a court shall submit a notice of 

satisfaction to the deparunent as described in s. Trans 128.04. To establish 

a correct record, the court shal I submit a new notice of unpaid judgment 

containing the correct information and per case payment required by s. Trans 

'28. '2 (4) • 

(3) ERROR ',OENTIFIEO BY k:-96Ak AN AUTHORITY OR OELE~TEO AGENCY. To 

correct an error in a notice of unpaid citation sent to the department, a

+eeatan authority or delegated agency shall submit a notice of satisfaction 
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to the department as described in 5. Trans 128.05. To establ Ish a correct 

record, the teea; authority or delegated agency shall submit a new notice of 

unpaid citation containing the correct information and per case payment re

quired by 5. Trans 128.12(~). 

Trans 128.12 Cost of traffic violation and registr~tion prograa. 

(1) GENERAL. In accordance with 5. 85.13, Stats., the department shall charge 

the cost of the development and operation of the traffic violation and regis

tration program to all participating local units of government or other au

thorities based on the number of cases processed on their behalf. e~-e8eh 

pe'tie+plti~~-teel+-~Ait-ef-geve'"Me"t~ 

(2) DEVELOPMENT COST AMORTIZATION. (a) The cost of the original 

development of the system for the traffic violation and registration program 

shall be amortized over the first ~ year period of operation. 

(b) The cost of enhancements, improvements or additional development 

of system after the initial implementation date, not covered by sub. (3), 

shall be amortized over the ~ year period following the implementation of 

such enhancements, improvements or additional development. 

(3) WORKING CAPITAL ACCUMUlATION. (a) In order to comply with s. 

20.903(2), Stats., 'an amount necessary to e5teb+i,h maintain a working capital 

balance at a level equal to 90 days of working capital needs, including work-
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Ing capItal requIrements for system developmentT-tAa~~-&e-aee~~etee 8~P

tAg~the-'+Ptt-3-yeap,-ef-epeP8t+eA. 

(b) Any adJus~nts necessary to maIntaIn the workIng capItal balance 

at a 90 day level shall be accumulated or credIted over a one year period. 

(4) RATE OF PAYMENT. (a) The department shall establIsh the rate of 

payment required for each ease submitted by a court under s. 345.47(1)(d), 

Stats., or by a-+eea+ ~ authorIty or delegated agency under s. 3~5.28(4), 

Stat5., based on the followIng factors: 

1. The estimated annual volume of cases that will be received by the 

departmentt whIch serves as the denomInator In the rate calculatIon 

equatIon; 

2. The annual amount of amortized enhancement, Improvement or 

development costs, as descrIbed In sub. (2)t which Is an element of the 

numerator In the rate calculatIon equatIon; 

3. The estimated costs of operation, includIng employe salarIes and 

fringe benefits, office space, office supplies and equipment, postage, co.

puter charges, printIng and forms, other necessary expenses, and adjustments 

for the prevIous payment rate period to reflect actual experlencet whIch Is 

an element of the numerator in the rate calculation equation; and 
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4. The working capital balance needs as described in sub. (3)T ~ 

be reserved equity. Any unreserved equity would be subtracted from the numer

ator in the rate calculation equation. 

(b) The rate of payment sha! I be calculated each July and, in addi

tion, may be recalculated whenever: ~he 

1. The working capital balance fal Is below a 90 day level of working 

capital needsTi-2r 

2. The unreserved cash balance exceeds by three times the 90 day 

working capital needs. 

(c) The department shall notify al I pe't+e+pet+A§-~oee~-~A+t,-ef 

geve'~At partiCipants of the rate of payment at least 30 days prior to the 

effective date of the rate. 

(5) METHOD OF PAYMENT. Pe't+e+pet+Ag-+&ee+-~A+t,-of-geve'AMeAt she++ 

Participants shall pay the department for cases processed by one of the fol

lowing methods: 

(a) Payment at the time the notice of unpaid judgment is submitted 

by a court to the department for processing. 
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(b) Payment at the time the notice of unpaid citation is submitted 

by a-toeat !n authority or delegated agency to the department for processing. 

(c) Pre-payment by establishing an account with the department against 

which charges shall be made at the time: 

1. Notice of unpaid judgment Is processed for the local unit of govern

ment or other authority identified by a court on the notice of unpaid judgment 

form. 

2. Notice of unpaid citation Is processed for the t&ea; authority or 

delegated agency of the local unit of government. 

(6) ACCOUNTING REPORT. The department shall provide to each ~'ttef

p.tt~§-tee.t-~~ft-e'-§eve'AMe~t active participant a monthly report on the 

status of their financial account establ ished under sub. (S)(c). 

(7) REFUNDS. When a participating local unit of government or other 

authority has elected to pay under sub. (S}(c), and later terminates partici

pation as provided in s. Trans 128.03, any unused balance in the account 

shall be refunded by the department. 

f8+-SPE6+~~PR9V+S+9NS-F9R-G+~¥-9F-M~WAWKEE~--~he-peYMe~t-ef $~99;999-

~"eep-'T-i9T39S1-Stet'T1-Mede-by-the-efty-ef-Mftwa~kee1-,hett be epeeitee-

- te-the-ehy-u-feHeWSt 
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(End) 

The rule revisions contained in this order shall take effect upon publica-

tion as provided in s. 227.026(1)(intro.), Stats. 

Signed 
day of 
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Madison, Wisconsin, this 3/~ 
uary, 1985. 

Transportation 



State of Wisconsin \ DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

January 29, 1985 

Mr. Gary Poulson 
.Assistant Revisor of Statutes 
411 West, State Capitol 
Madison, Wisconsin 53702 

Re: Clearinghouse Rule 84-196 

RECEIVED 

FEB 11 1985 
ReViSor of St a atl.ites 

"'",_1.:,-, . ureau 

Relating to the Traffic Violation 
and Registration Program; Trans 128 

Dear Mr. Poulson: 

DIVISION OF MOTOR VEHICLES 
4802 Sheboygan Avenue 
P. O. Box 7949 

Madison, WI 53707·7949 

Enclosed for filing, pursuant to sec. 227.023, Wis. Stats., is a 
certified copy of CR 84-196, an administrative rule relating to 
the traffic violation and registration program. An additional, 
uncertified copy of CR 84-196 is enclosed to be used as a 
printer's copy. This rule is submitted by thA Wisconsin Depart
ment of Transportation. 

5~'1~ 
Executive Assistant 

MMR:hml 
Enclosures 
cc: Sue Gallagher 

DOT Office of Transportation Information 


