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14.01 Time of choosing. A governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, treas­
urer and an attorney-general shall be elected at the general election in each even-numbered 
year. A state superintendent shall be elected on the first Tuesday in April in the year 1917 
and quadrennially thereafter. 

14.02 Terms. Th.e regular full term of office of the state superintendent com­
mences on the first Monday of J uly,and the regular full term .of each other officer enu­
merated in section 14.01 commences on the first Monday of J.anuary, next succeeding his 
election. . 

14.03 Oaths. Each of the officers enumerated in section 14.01 shall take and sub­
&cribe the oath of office prescribed by the constitution, as follows: The governor and lieu­
tenant governor, before entering upon th.e duties of his office; the secretary of state, treas­
urer, attorney-general and state superintendent, within twenty days after receiving no­
tice of his election and before entering upon the duties of his office. 

14.04 Official bonds. (1) The secretary of state, treasurer and attorney-general 
shall each furnish a bond to the state, at the time he takes and subscribes his oath of office, 
conditioned for the faithful discharge of the duties of his office, and his duties as a mem­
ber of the board of commissioners of the public lands, and in the investment of the funds 
arising therefrom, and, in the case of the secretary of state, conditioned also for the faith­
ful discharge of his duties as auditor. The bond Of each of said officers shall be further 
conditioned for the faithful performance by all persons appointed or .employed by him in 
his office of their duties and trusts therein, and for the deliyery over to his successor in 
office, or to any person authorized by law to receive the same, of all moneys, books, rec­
mds, deeds, bonds, securities and other property and effects of whatsoever nature belong­
ing to his said offices. 
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(2) Each of said bonds shall be subject to the approval of t~ 
guaranteed by resident freeholders of this state, or by a surety ~-e governor and shall be 
section· 204.07. The amount of each such bond, and the numb~. ompany as provided in 
guaranteed by resident freeholders, shall be as follows: Secret~~ of sureties thereon if 
thousand dollars, with sufficient sureties j treasurer, one hundreC'l ~y of state, twenty-five 
not less than six sureties; and the attorney-general, ten thousar:t. ~ thousand dollars, with 
than three sureties. ~ dollars, with not less 

Note, The liability of the surety under bon~ to contributio~ 
a depository bond, for state funds deposited OffiCIal bopd; the 11 ~ ..i!'rom the surety th 
by the state treasurer without compliance the depOSItory bonet "0ility of the sur °t e 
with the depository law and for funds de- ure of the deposit <:::::!> ~rising out of the :If ?In 
posited in excess of the statutory limit, and posited state monE!Y~ ~ ~>y bank to repaey 'd'e= 
the liability of the surety under the state surety on the officIal. but the liability f th 
treasurer's official bond, for the treasurer's faII~re of the stat.e ~ ~ lJond arising out gf th~ 
noncompliance with the depository law and offiCIal d~ty. Unlte Q '<Clasurer to perfor h' 
his failure to keep the deposit within the CommercIal C. Ins. ~ States F. & G .C" IS . 
statutory limit, were not "common liabilities" 111. <:::>., 222 W 151, 268 0NW: 
so as to entitle the surety on the depository 

14.05 Treasurer's bond; extends to; cost of. The bond of 1;.1-
tend to the faithful execution of the duties of the office of treasu:t-~ -<-Ie tr~as~rer shall ex­
elected and fully qualified; and, if he elects to give bond guaraQ t~ unbl hIS successor is 
pany, the cost thereof and of any additional bond required of anCl ~ed?y a surety com­
so guaranteed shall be borne by the state and shall be paid out o:e :furnIshed by him and 
the treasury department, if the cost thereof does not exceed one-:e 'J the appropriation to 
per annum, of the amount of said bond. Qrth of one per cent, 

14.06 Additiona,l bonds. The attorney-general shall rene"", I' 
amount and with additional security, and the treasurer shall giv~ 'lIS bond. ~n a larger 
when required by the governor. an addItIOnal bond, 

14.07 Official oaths and bonds; where filed. The official oath ~ 
tenant governor and the state superintendent shall be filed in the ofti af the governor, lieu­
state. The official oaths and bonds of the secretary of state, treasul.'el:,-(3e of the secretary of 
shall be filed in the executive office. and attorney-general 

14.08 Offices in capitol. The governor, secretary of state, tl.'e 
eral and the state superintendent shall each keep his office in the state c q,S~rer, attorney-gen_ 

14.09 Governor's office; appointees. The governor may app ~:PItOl. 
tary and an executive clerk. He may appoint also an executive cOU;:lllt a private secre­
ing any session of the legislature and for thirty days after sine die s1~ to assist him dur­
He may at pleasure remove any of said appointees. q,'-lJournment thereof. 

14.10 Records and documents; custodian of. The private lSe 
ernor, for purposes of authentication, is custodian of the public l'e <ll"etary to the gov­
in the executive office. <lords and documents 

14.11 Executive privy seal. The executive privy seal, a ~l." 
which is deposited in the office of the secretary of state, is the seal Itten description of 
tary to the governor, with which all his official certificates shall be authe of. the private secre-

1~.12 S.tate property; legal protection of. The governor, whe:hcate.d.. " 
the rIghts, mterests or property of the state have been or are liablever III Ius OpIlllOn 
affected, may require the attorney-general to institute and prosecute a e to be injuriously 
proceeding for the redress or prevention thereof; and whenever he 1:'e llJ: proper action or 
action or proceeding between other parties by which the rights, illtel' ceIves notice of any 
the state are liable to be injuriously affected, he shall inform the atto}:ests or property of 
and require him to take such steps as may be necessary to protect su'ch n~y-general thereof 
property. l:Ights, interests, or 

14.13 Employment of special counsel. (1) The governor, if in h' 
lie interest requires such action, may employ special counsel in the /llopi?ion the pub­

(a) To assist the attorney-general in any action or proceeding; 0 OWIllg cases; 
(b) To act instead of the attorney-general in any action or Pl:Oce . 

ney-general is in any way interested adversely to the state; edIng, if the attor-
(c) To defend any action instituted by the attorney-general against 

state i any officer of the 
(d) To institute and prosecute an action or proceeding which the at 

reason of his opinion as to the validity of any law, or for any othel: l: tOl:ney-general, by 
duty to defend rather than prosecute. eason, deems it his 

(2) When special counsel is employed, a contract in writing shall b 
tween the state and such counsel, in which shall be fixed the compensati e entered into be­
counsel by the state. The contract shall be executed in behalf of th Oll to be paid such 

e state by the gov-
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ernor, and shall be filed in the office of the secretary of state. Such compensation shall 
be charged to the legal expense appropriation provided in subsection (2) of section 20.DJ 

14.14 [Renumbered section 20.84 by 1931 c. 67 s. 148] • 
14.15 Inspection and investigation of institutions. The governor may visit and in­

spect at any time any public institution of this state which is supported in whole or in 
part by appropriations by the state; and, in the case of state institutions, he may also 
cause an investigation to be made of any thereof, or of any matter connected with or of 
any employe in any such institution, and may appoint a suitable person therefor, and 
shall require a written report thereof. Such investigator shall be paid not to exceed six 
dollars and fifty cents a day for each day actually and necessarily required in performing 
the duties imposed, and shall be reimbursed all actual expenses thereby incurred. The 
cost of any such investigation shall be charged to the appropriation for the state institu-
tion under investigation. . 

14.16 Require additional bond of treasurer. The governor shall require the treas­
urer to give additional bond, within such time, in such reasonable amount not exceeding 
the funds in the treasury, and with such security as he shall direct and approve, whenever 
the funds in the treasury exceed the amount of the treasurer's bond; or whenever the gov­
ernor deems the treasurer's bond insufficient by reason of the insolvency, death or removal 
from the state of any of the sureties, or from any other cause. 

14.17 Reports to legislature. The governor shall communicate to the legislature at 
the commencement of each regular session the reports of all state officers, commissions, 
boards, and departments required by law to report to him, including the reports of state 
officers whose terms of office have expired covering the transactions in their respective 
offices from the thirtieth day of June in the last year of their terms, and, at the time of 
communicating said reports, shall render to the legislature a statement of all expenditures 
made by him out of any contingent fund appropriated for the contingent expenses of the 
executive office. He shall report biennially to the legislature the condition of each of the 
public institutions of this state which are supported in whole or in part by appropriations 
by the state with such recommendations as he deems proper. 

14.18 Deposit of acts; notice. The governor shall cause all legislative acts which 
have become laws by his approval or otherwise to be deposited in the office of the secre­
tary of state without delay, and shall inform thereof the house in which the respective 
acts originated. 

14.19 Rewards. Whenever any person com'icted of or charged with any felony es­
capes, or whenever any heinous crime has been committed, the governor may offer a re­
ward of not to exceed five hundred dollars for the apprehension and delivery of such per­
son or the conviction of the perpetrator of such crime. If such reward is claimed, whether 
by one or more persons, the governor shall finally determine to whom the same shall be 
paid, and, if to more than one person what portion to each, and shall certify his deter­
mination to the secretary of state. No such offer of a reward by the governor shall impose 
any actionable liability on the state. 

14.20 Land claims against United States; receipt of payment. The governor is au­
thorized to receive from the United States treasury department, from time to time, as he 
sees fit to draw for the same, the five per centum of the net proceeds of sales of the public 
lands to which this state is or shall be entitled, pursuant to the act of congress approved 
August sixth, eighteen hundred and forty-six, and to execute the proper vouchers there­
for. When received he shall pay the same into the state treasury to the credit of the 
school fund. 

14.205 Federal donations for Indians. (1) Whenever the United States govern­
ment shall make available funds for the education, the promotion of health, the relief of 
indigency, the promotion of agriculture or for any other purpose other than the admin­
istration of the tribal or any individual funds of Wisconsin Indians, the governor on be­
half of the state is authorized to accept the funds so made available. In exercising the 
authority herein conferred, the governor may stipulate as a condition of the acceptance of 
the act of congress by this state such conditions as in his discretion may be necessary to 
safeguard the interests of the state of Wisconsin. 

(2) Whenever funds shall be made available to the state of Wisconsin through an act 
of congress and acceptance thereof as provided in subsection (1), the governor shall desig­
nate the state board, commission or department to administer any of such funds, and the 
board, commission or department so designated by the governor is hereby authorized and 
directed to administer such fund for the purpose designated by the act of congress making 
an appropriation of such funds, or by the department of the United States government 
making such funds available to the state of Wisconsin. 
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(3) Any and all funds which may be paid to the state of Wisconsin under the author­
ity of this section, shall, upon receipt, be paid into the state treasury, and the same shall 
be and hereby are appropriated to the state board, commission or department designated 
by the governor to administer the same. Expenditures of such funds shall be made in the 
same manner and subject to the laws, rules and regulations governing payments made 
by the state treasury, and further such expenditures shall be made in accord with federal 
rules and regulations. If funds made available be retained by the government of the 
United States, then the officers and employes of the state of Wisconsin designated to ad­
minister same shall be governed by the act of congress and the rules and regulations of the 
federal government. 

(4) Any board, commission or department of the state government designated to ad­
minister any such fund, shall, in the administration of such fund, comply with the re­
quirements of the act of congress making such appropriation and with the rules and regu­
lations which may be prescribed by the United States government or by the department of 
the federal government making such funds available. [1931 o. 279J 

14.21 Patents to ra.ilroad lands. Whenever the governor shall have executed. and 
delivered to any railway or other corporation a patent from this state of any land inuring 
to such corporation under or through any grant from the United States and the laws of 
this state, and subsequent to the delivery of any such patent the United States shall patent 
or certify said land or any part thereof to this state as inuring under such grant, he may 
in his discretion execute and deliver to such corporation a new patent of said land by way 
of further assurance of title to the same, reciting the fact of the execution and delivery 
of said prior patent and the subsequent issue by the United States of a patent or certified 
list of the said land, and that the said new patent is made by virtue of the provisions of 
this section and for the purposes aforesaid; and the additional patent shall be entitled to the 
same force and effect as a conveyance and as evidence as other state patents have by law. 

14.22 Appointments subject to confirmation. Whenever the governor is author­
ized to make any appointment to office by and with the advice and consent of the senate, 
and the legislature is not in session at the time such office should be filled, he may make 
appointment thereto, subject to the approval of the senate at the next succeeding session 
of the legislature, and all such appointments shall be as valid and effectual from the time 
when so made until twenty days after such meeting of the legislature as if he possessed 
the absolute power of appointment. 

14.23, Holiday proclamations. The governor, by proclamation, may set apart one 
day each year to be designated as arbor and bird day, and may request its observance 
by all schools, colleges and other institutions by the planting of trees, the adornment of 
school and public grounds, and by suitable exercises having for their object the advance­
ment of the study of arboriculture, the -promotion of a spirit of protection to birds and 
trees, and the cultivation of an appreciative sentiment concerning them. He may also 
set aside in said manner, the third Sunday in May in each year to be designated as citizen­
ship day, and shall request its observance by all circuit court judges, count;" boards, 
municipalities, colleges and other institutions, and by suitable exercises for all those 
persons who have recently become enfranchised either by naturalization or by reaching 
their majority with the necessity of exercising responsible, vigilant and intelligent citizen­
ship to safeguard and maintain our inalienable American liberties, freedom of person, 
stability, strength, endurance of our democratic institutions, ideals and leadership. He 
may also set apart, in said manner,one day in each year to be observed as labor day. 
The governor shall annually issue a proclamation calling attention to the fact that the 
eleventh day of November is the anniversary of armistice day, and requesting the people 
throughout the state to observe by appropriate exercises. the hour at which the armistice 
was concluded. The governor is authorized to annually proclaim the second Sunday in 
Mayas mother's day and to urge the people and organizations to display the American 
flag as. a public expression of love and reverence for the mothers. of our state aJ.'ld asa 
symbol of a united effort to inspire better homes and closer union between the state, 
its homes and its sons and daughters. [1937 c. 67j 1939 c. 96J 

14.24 Conferences of governors. The governor is authorized to attend and repre­
Rent the state at all conferences of governors, and to make such arrangements as he may 
deem necessary for this state to bear its share of the expenses of such conferences. All 
expenses incurred under this section shall be charged to the proper appropriation for the 
executive department. 

14.25 Secretary of state; assistant secretary. The secretary of state may appoint, 
in writing, an assistant secretary of s.tate who may perform and execute any of the duties 
of the secretary of state, except as commissioner of the public lands and as auditor. The 
;J,;,sistant secretary shall take and subscribe the oath of office prescribed by the constitution 
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and shall give bond to the se{n:etary of state, in such sum and with such conditions as the 
;;laid secretarY prescribes, conditioned for the faithful discharge of his duties. Such oath 
shall be file\l and pre13erved in the eXecutive office. 

H.26 Great and lesser seals. (1) The state shall have a great seal and a lesser 
lOeal both of which shall be kept in the office of the secretary of stitte, 

(2) The grea,t sel;tl of tbe state consists of a metallic disc, two and three-eighths inches 
~n diameter, containing, within an ornamental border, the following devices and legend: 
The coat of arms of the state, as in section 1,07 described; above the arms, in a line par­
llHel with the border, the words, "Great Seal of tbe State of Wisconsini" in the exergue, 
in a curved line, thirteen stars. . 

(3) A les~er seal, one and three-fOUrths inches in diameter, engraved with the device 
o~ the great seal, with the words, "Seal of the Secretary of State," in a curved line above, 
and the word:?, "State of Wisconsin," in a curved line below such device, is the seal of the 
I;;!<cretary of :?tate, and may be used to authenticate all papers and documents issued by 
him, except the official acts of the governor, and such copies of the laws and records in the 
office of said secretary as may be required for use as evidence in any other state, territory 
or country. 

Note: Neither con$tltutlon nor statutes to be furnished children at state school for 
e:x:preSSly or impliedly prohibit miniature of blind at time of graduation. 28 Atty. Gen. 83. 
Iltate's :;;eal from beinp: used as ring emblem 

14.27 CU13todian of deeds, securities, oaths and bonds. All deeds, conveyances, ab­
stracts of title, options and leases of laud; and, unless otherwise directed by law, all 
bonds, mortgages and otheJ:' I3Elcurities, for money, belonging to this state, and all official 
Qaths and bonds shall be deposited and pJ:'eserved in the office of the secretary of state and 
be open to publiQ inspection~ 

14,28 Destruction of useless documents. (1) Whenever it shall be found necessary 
to destroy useless dOQuments in order to se()ure vault space for state records the SeQretary 
of !\tate w.ay, from time to time in his discretion, so dispose of any of the following named 
records: Bonds of notaries publiQ and commissioners of deeds filed over ten years prior 
thereto; supplementa.l reports of foreign corpoJ:'ations and monthly and quarterly reporti3 
by st;l.te depositories filed over two years prior thereto; itemized lists of premiums paid by 
Ilgriculturil societies when over two year:? old; reports of tax on suits when over five years 
old; peddler's license application when over two years old; lists of creameries and Qheese 
factories when over five years old; exempt property return13 when over ten years old; lists 
of officers of agricultural societies when over two years old; records of actions on :?enate 
and assembly bills when over ten years old; journal minute books when over five years old; 
committee receipt books for bills referred when over five years old; claims for refund of 
gasoline tax when over six years old and bills accompanying the same when over twelve 
months old; also vouchers for pay rolls and other civil claims against the state for supplies 
and equipmE)nt, when ten years old. Provided that vouchers relating to claims against the 
United States in war years, in which Wisconsin furnished troops, shall not be destroyed 
without consent of the legislature. 

(2) The secretary of state may destroy or dispose of the following records, as follows: 
(a) Five years after filing: petitions fOF new party tickets and recall elections and 

t,reasury receipts to state departments, institutions and boards for funds paid into the 
13tate treasury. 

(b) Ten years after filing: ballots and retUl'TI01 of soldiers' votes in the field; assessors 
returns relating to deaf, dumb and other defectives; briefs of legislative counsel; abstracts 
and certified copies of assessment rolls; expense statements and authorizations of legisla­
tive counsel and employers; election expense statements of candidates, personal and party 
committees, groups and factions; copies of committee hearings and minutes not filed in 
bill envelopes, petitions and memorials toO either house of the legislature, and office copies 
of statutory receipts for fees. 

«l) Ten years after full payment: cancelled state bonds and certificates of state in­
debtedness; and school district loan papers and valuations. 

(d) Twenty-five yeaxs after filing: official and surety bonds; financial reports of state 
hospitals and sanatoria; copies of extradition papers formerly filed with the secretary of 
etate. 

(e) Fifty years after filing: legi131ative bills and bill envelopes, resolutions, joint 
resolutions, memorials to GQngress and miscellaneous legislative papers and reports. 
[1.933 c. 4'7fl s. 2'; 1937 c. 212; 193.9 0. 17] 

14.29 Secretary of state, dut~es. The secretary of state shall: 
(1) Rl\:OQRD E4EQUTIVE .AQTS. Keep a reQord of the official acts of the executive de­

partment and, when requirE)d, lllY the same and all matters relative thereto before either 
branch of the legislatuxe. 

(2) Ali'FIX QRE,AT sur.: ll,E;QIS'I,'ER CO¥M:ISSIONS. Affix the great seal to and counter-
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sign all commissions issued and other offi~ial acts done by t~e _ ~ . 
tion of the laws exce-pte~; and make a regIster ?f such commlSS,! ~ DVe,rnor, h1s approba­
by him therefor speClfymg the person to whom Issued, the office ~ ~::ts III a book provided 
and term of the' commission. "I:::Jnfened, and the date 

(3) HAVE OUSTODY OF BOOKS, REOORDS, ETC. Have ~he custod~ 
deeds bonds parchments, maps, papers and other artIcles and """~ of all books, records 
state 'deposited or kept in his office, and, from time to time, mak~€cts belonging to th~ 
arra~gement and pres,ervation ~hereof as is necessa~'Y, and keep, tbQ ;:::uch provision for the 
accounts and transactIOns of ~lsoffice ?pen .at all bmes to the lllSp ~ ~ q:ne, together with all 
of the "'oyernor or any commIttee of eIther or both houses of the 1 E2' ~Ionand examination 

(4)" REPORT TO GOVERN?R. Report biennially to the ~overnor, ,,~~-::tsl~tu:r:e. 
the thirtieth day of June III each even-numbered ,Year, m connec"ti :): 'tbm SIxty days after 
aud~tor, any matters per.taining to, his office as secretar?, not emb::t:-~~ "C:l>:r:t ,,:ith his report as 
audItor; and, when reql1lred, furmsh the governor or eIther br~nel:t ~€d III such report as 
writing, any information relative to the performance of the duties D'f': 'Of, the legislature, in 

(5) KEEP ENROLLED LAWS, ETO. Safely ~eep all en,rol1ed la'W~ hIS office, 
not permit any of them to be taken out of Ills office or ll1spected €~ qnd resolutions and 
unless by order of the governor or by resolution of one or hoth b()L"t- <:3ept in his pi!?e~ence 
1<'01' any violation of this subsection he shall forfeit the sum of one h :::S~.'Sof the legislature' 

(6), CAUSE ENROLLED LAW~ TO BE BOUN~. Cause the origi~al el:l:~::t4.dred dollars. . 
resolutIOns passed at each sessIOn,of t~e leglslature, to,goether wlth tl1.e :QlIed laws and joint 
titles of the same, to be bound 111 sUItable vo'lumes m a substantial ::t:r:tdex containing the 
order in which they are received from the goveruor, aud the title tb. e l::nanner, and in the 
at which the same were passed, to be written or printed ,on the back: ~eof, with the session 
no other or further record of the official acts of the legislature, s() ~:e such volumes' and 
U11d joint resolutions, shall be required of said secretary. ct.l;' as relates t; acts 

(7) FURNISH TREcASURER OOPIES OF APPROPRIATION AOTS. DepOlSit; . 
treasurer exemplified copies of all laws authorizing the payment oJ: l.11 the office of the 
state treasury, immediately after the passage of the same. llloney out of the 

(8) KEEP AND REPORT STATE)LENT OF FEES, Keep a detailed sta te 
ceived by him and include a summary of such statement, in his bieulli i-ent of all fees, re-

(g) FURNISH OERTIFIED OOPIES, Make a copy of any law, resolll t ~ :report. . 
ord, document or paper deposited or kept in his office, llpon requ. l:Oll., deed, bond, rec­
thereto his certificate, with the great or lesser seal affixed, and C()lt~t therefor attach 
cents per folio and twenty-five cents fDr such certificate ; also to l'e eet tberefo; twelve 
authorized or required by law to be recorded in his office, aud to chal' ('Ol'd any document 
twelve c~nts per folio. The f~e for certified, copies of a'ppointme,l:lt~e the::efor a fee of 
corporations or amendm~:mts, licenses of foreIgn ~orporatIOns, or Sll'Uil CertItlcates of in. 
for certificates as to results of search of the records and:files of his of'tl <ill:' certificates and 
form is used, shall be one dollar, but when a specially prepared fOl'!Q~e, when a printed 
shall be one dollar and fifty ~ents, The minimum fee for any certific 18 required the fee 
and seal shall be fifty cents. ate under his hand 

(10) PTJB.LISH PROPOf!ED OONSTITUTIONAL ~ME::'DMENTS ~ND LAW-IS! 
laws as provIded by sechon35.64 and to publIsh m the offiCIal state ~ To publish the 
for three months immediately preceding any general electi(')U, such. aper once a week 
tional amendments as were approved for the first time by the legislat~:'Oposed constitu-
election, e preceding .such 

q1) ,OTHER DUTIES. To perform such other duties .as a1',e imp0Seq , 
constltutIOnol' by law. U.Ponhim by the 

(12) DOJ>fES?,W OORPORATI~NS. ;To, i~ acomI?lain~ shall he m~de to . . -
poration authon,zed to do busmess In thIS state 1S gUIlty of uufair dise h!lll, tha,t any cor. 
the terms of,sec~IOn~ ~OO,~2 ~ud 100,23, ref-er the m~tter to t~e~ttorney~';':!,!Qlllation withiu 
jf the facts Justify It m hls Judgment, co-operate With the dlstrwt attol'l:1:SJ~lIeral Wh0 shall 
.ceedings to be commenced in the prop.ercouTt against such corporatioll .. BY-and' cause :nro·.~ 

J lit.t},d ' .. !t' 
members, [1935 c. 550 s, 361· Its officer,s and 

N.ote,: Under 14.29 (3) it is duty of secre- pose, He may then ,exerci -
tary of state to assume official custody of whether and when sU~h "<I'ld.i ' 
recorDS of defunct departments when such iran·sferred to state hI'to ,re'e.;'''J·ehon as to 
records are turned over to him tor such pur- 44,08., 28 Atty, Gen, 654, r1eal r s, shall b", 

Society under 
14,30 Secretary of state as auditor; duties. The secretary of stat 
(1) SUPERINTEND FISOALOONOERNS, Superintend and manage the efias auditor sha;U' 

the state as required by law. Seal concerns .of 
(2) ~UGGEST IMPROVEMENTS, Suggest plans for the improvement alld . 

the publIc r,evenues. ~anagement of 
(3) SETTLE ACCOUNTS. E;xamiue and settle the accounts of 'all pero oOlls • 

state and certify the amount due to the treasurer. '~ttdehted to the 
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(4) REQUIRE RETURN OF PROPERTY. Require every person who has received any 
money, property or goods belonging to the state, and has not accounted therefor, to settle 
his accounts and to return such property, money or goods to the state. 

(5) bIRECT COLLECTION OF MONEYS. Except as otherwise provided by law, direct and 
superintend the collection of all moneys due the state. 

(6) KEEP SEPARATE ACCOUNTS. Keep fair, clear, distinct and separate accounts of the 
revenues and funds of the state, and of all moneys and funds received or held by the state, 
and also of all expenditures, disbursements and investments thereof, showin_gthe par­
ticulars of every expenditure, disbursement and investment.---------

(7) KEEP ACCOUNT BETWEEN STATE AND TREASURER. Keep an account between the 
state and treasurer and therein charge the treasurer with the balance in the treasury when 
he came into office, and with all moneys received by him, and all bonds and securities be­
longing to all public funds on deposit in, the treasury, and credit him with all moneys 
paid by him pursuant to law. 

(8) KEEP AND STATE ACCOUNTS. Keep and state all accounts in which the state is in­
terested. 

(9) COUNTERSIGN RECEIPTS. Countersign all receipts for any money paid to the 
treasurer and enter them in his book to the credit of the county, officer or person making 
the payment, and charge the treasurer with the same. 

(10) AUDIT CLAIMS. Examine, determine and audit, according to law, the claims of 
all persons against the state. 

(11) RECORD AUDITS. Enter in a book kept ror that purpose a record or all accounts 
audited by him, showing the name of the claimant, the amount claimed, the amount al­
lowed thereon, the number, date and amount of the warrant therefor drawn on the treas­
urer, and specifying the fund from which the same is to be paid. 

(12) KEEP APPROPRIATION ACCOUNTS. Keep clear, distinct and separate accounts of 
all appropriations authorizing expenditures fmm the state treasury, which accounts shall 
show the amounts appropriated, the amounts expended and the unexpended balance 01 
each appropriation. 

(13) EXAJ'vIINE 'l'REASURER'S BOOKS. Carefully examine quarter-yearly the books and 
accounts or the treasurer and the moneys on hand in the treasury, and all bonds and se­
curities belonging to all public funds on deposit in the treasury, and immediately there­
upon report the result of such examination in writing to the governor, specifying thereiJl 
particularly the amount and kind of funds and of all such bonds and securities. 

(14) BIENNIAL REPORT. Set forth in his biennial report to the governor a statemeJlt 
of all money received into and paid out of the treasury during the preceding fiscal tern1, 
showing in summarized form rrom what sources received and for what purposes paid out; 
the precise state of the treasury; and such other matter of a fiscal nature as he deeJJls 
useful and proper. 

(16) AUDIT CLAIMS FOR RETURN OF PRISONERS. Receive, examine, determine and audit 
claims, duly certified and approved by the state board of control, from the county clerk of 
any county in behalf of such county, which are presented for payment to reimburse such 
county for certain expenses incurred or paid by it on and after July 1, 1937, in reference 
to all matters gTowing out or the return of escaped convicts, from the state prison, prison 
for women, state reformatory, industrial home for women, provided the escape was rl'Om 
some prison camp or institutional activity not located in the same county as the institution 
proper. 1£ the secretary of state shall find such claims correct and just he shall draw his 
warrant upon the state treasurer and the treasurer shan pay the amount directed in the 
warrant and as dLrected and out of the appropriation provided therefor. The secretary of 
state may prescribe the rorm or claim and the information required therein. Expenses as 
herein used shall only include such amounts as were necessarily incurred and actually paid 
and shall be no more than the legitimate cost would be to any other county had the oi'fens.e 
or crime occurred therein. Any incarceration pending arraignment and all commitments 
prior to the final disposition of the prisoner charged with any offense or crime referred 
to in subsection (2) of section 53.01, subsection (4) or section 53.25 and subsectioM (4) 
and (5) of section 51.01 while in the county whose courts have jurisdiction shall be in 
the institution, located in such county, wherein the alleged crime or offense was committed 
and the warden or superintendent or such institution shall be subject to the same laws and 
court orders as the sheriff of such county would be in a criminal case and the officet who 
arrests such prisoner or who shall have him in his custody before arraignment shall forth_ 
with deliver him to surh institution unless he can be the sooner arraigned. (1933 c. 470 s. 
3 j 1937 c. 119J 181 s. 1] 
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Note: Under (16), enacted by chapter 119, 
Laws 1937, one charged with escape may be 
held for safe-keeping pending trial in insti­
tution from which he escaped instead of in 
county jail. 26 Atty. Gen. 259. 

Constitutionality of appropriation made 
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by chapter 427, LaW" s 
lenged by taxpayer, s 1.937, having been chal­
resolve doubt in fav-o ;cretary of state shoUld 
audit appropriatioQ. 'of.state and refuse to 
been judicially det "31:- l.l,!tII its Validity has 
410. ~llled. 26 Atty. Gen. 

14.31 Claims against state. (1) AUDIT. All claims again~t 
ment thereof out of the state treasury is authorized by law ~h the state, when pay­
secretary of state. ' all be audited by the 

(2) PAY ROLLS. Pay rolls, to be entitled t.o audit, shall be cel:-ti:tied b th 
cers who shall set forth the nature of the servIces rendered by each'p y e p~op~r o~-

(3) OTHER CLAIMS. Unless otherwise provided by law, all other e\s~n natme
b 

t e:-em. 
to audit shall: calms 0 e entltled 

(a) Specify the nature and particulars thereof. 
(c) Include receipts for all items of expenditure of one dollar 

satisfactory evidence is accepted by the auditing officer. or more, unless other 
(d) Include the claimant's affidavit setting forth that all iteIlls f t r 

were incurred in the performance of duties required by the public 0 r.ave m~ etpenses 
amount charged for transportation or for other expenses inciden t tos~rvlCel an t at the 
paid out and that no part of such transportation was had upon a:£:r rave. was actua~ly 
free of charge. The blank fo= of such affidavit shall be prescribedeeb pathss or otherwIse 
state. y e secretary of 

(e) Be approved by the proper officer, if any. 
(4) SALARIES, ETC., WlIEN PAYABLE. (a) The salaries, wage:;; c . 

reimbursements to all state officers and employes, except as othenv'is ompensaron of. and 
shall be paid at the end of each month for the services rendered ore ;~press y provIded, 
during such month, or at the termination of such service, and shall be ~bursemen~s made 
proper appropriation for the respective office, commission, board or be darge~thagahl~st the 
person receiving the same is connected. 0 y WI w lCh the 

(b) All such salaries, wages or compensation not exceeding the r. 
dollars per month shall be payable semimonthly. [1931 c. 230] ate of one hundred 

Note: In absence of rule on subject by 
board of dental examiners, all vouchers for 
payment of money should be signed by 
secretary-treasurer and president of board. 
19 -Atty. Gen. 623. 

Secretary of state should not audit and 
pay amounts certified as due reinstated dep­
uty oil inspectors in absence of court man-
date so directing. 24 Atty. Gen. 466. . 

Men holding positions vacated by dis­
charge of certain oil inspectors under civil 
service law are entitled to pay of office. 24 

Atty. Gen. 510. 
Where two groups of 

covering single distric1eputy oil inspectors 
given period, only 0lle request pay for 
pay of such office. Sect" group is entitled to 
vised not to audit the etary of state is ad­
order of court directin.g se ~ccounts without 
be paid. 24 Atty. Gell 5 WI hleh group should 

Th-e secretary of st 1: 
in auditing payment ofte IS fully protected 
state officer. 28 Atty. Ge~alary to a de facto 

• 555. 

14.32 Items not allowed. The secretary of stateshall not audit it . 
for tips, porterage, parlor car seats other than sleeping car berths 0 e~s of expendIture 
necessarily incurred in the performance of duties required by the Pu'bli r or .expenses not 
he audit, except as herein provided, items of expenditure incurred Whil~ stervlCl~; nor s~an 
the state by any officer or employe of the state or of any department 01" r~ve :ng outSIde 
unless in the discharge of his duties r!,quired by the I?ublic service; nOl' l~ht~~u~IOn tk.ereof 
cept upon the order of the governor Items of expendIture for expenses a e au It ex­
officer or employe of the state or of any department or institution ther ~f m?re than ?ne 
any convention, association, society· or meeting held outside the state. ;leo whl!e. attend~ng 
or subordinate society, association, or meeting held in connection With ny auxllu.try, allIed 
iJ?ln:ediatel:y preceding,. during or immediately followin.g the ~ime of an or as a p.art of or 
cIatI?n, socIet:y 0;: meeh~g shall for ~he purp?ses o~ thIS sectIOn be eon~dcon~enhon, asso­
ventIOn, aSSOCIatIon, SOCIety or meetmg. ThIS sectIon shall supersede' nere as one con­
provisions specifically authorizing out-of-state travel. [1933 c. 345 ; 193~ ot;;r sta]tutory 

14.33 Examination of claimants. The secretary of state may e~ c,. 1 J 398 
the claimant or any other person relative to any claim presented against :::nne under oath 
require oral or written answers as to any facts relating to the justness f ethtat~, .and may 
to the liability of the state. 0 e c aIm, or as 

14.34 Audit order indorsed on claim; record. The order of the s 
auditing any claim shall be indorsed on or annexed to such claim, shall spec~fta~i: of state 
allowed, the fund from which the same is payable, and the law that auth e?l y e am~unl 
such claim out of the treasury; and said order with the claim and aIIOTlZ.~ paym~n .0 
thereto shall be filed and preserved in his office. eVI ence re atIve 

14.35 Warrants; what to specify. The secretary of state shall dra . 
the state treasurer payable to the claimant for the amount allowed by w

h 
?IS warrant on 

claim audited under section 14.31, specifying from what fund to be p 'd lm
h 

upon .every 
al , t e partIcular 
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law which authorizes the same to be paid out of the state treasury, and the post"office 
address of the payee; and he shall not credit the treasurer for any sum of money paid out 
by him otherwise than upon such warrants. 

14.36 Warrants; signa.tures. Whenever it is impracticable for the secretary of 
state to personally sign warrants issued on the state treasury, his name may be signed 
thereto by one or more persons in his department designated by him or by the use of 
a mechanical device adopted by him for affixing a facsimile signature; and the state 
treasurer, when written authority and rea·sons therefor are filed in his office, shall honor 
warrants so signed, the same as if signed in person by the secretary of state, until such 
authority is revoked in writing. [1939 c. 262J 

14.37 Certification of boards, evidence of correctness of account. The certificate 
of the proper officers of the board of regents of the normal schools, the regents of the 
University of Wisconsin, the state board of control, or the proper officers of any other 
board or commission organized or established by the state, shall in all cases be evidence 
of the correctness of any account which may be certified by them. 

14.38 Claims requiring legislative action. All claims of every kind against the state 
requiring legislative action shall be made in duplicate, in the manner provided in section 
14.31 and shall be filed in the office of the secretary of state. The secretary of state shall 
examine the same, see if ordered by competent authority, and if properly made and justly 
due, and as soon as practicable report the same to the legislature with such recommenda­
tion, if any, as he may deem proper, and designate the fund to which they are chargeable. 
Whenever a bill appropriating money for a claim becomes a law the secretary of state, 
before drawing his warrant therefor on the treasurer, shall see that the proper account on 
which such appropriation is based is filed in his office. 

14.39 Transfer of funds appropriated. Whenever an appropriation has been made 
from the general fund in the state treasury to any other fund therein, the secretary of 
state in his discretion may withhold the transfer of such appropriation or any part thereof 
from the general fund until the same is required to pay claims duly audited. 

14.40 Secretary to require accounts of state money, etc. The secretary of state 
shall from time to time require all persons receiving money or securities or having the 
disposition or management of any property of the state, of which an account is kept 
in his office, to render statements thereof to him; and all such persons shall render 
such statements at such time and in such form as he shall require. 

14.405 State suit tax; notice of default. If the secretary of state does not receive 
from the clerk of the circuit court the statement relative to suit tax required by subsec­
tion (11) of section 59.39 together with a receipt for the sum required by law to be paid 
on the actions so entered during the preceding quarter, on or before the first day of the 
next succeeding month, he shall forthwith notify the judge of the circuit court of the 
county of the failure to transmit such statement or receipt or both; and such judge shall 
thereupon notify the clerk to show cause why he should not be removed from office in the 
manner provided by law. 

14.41 Assistant treasurer; oath; bond; powers. The treasurer may appoint, in writ­
ing, an assistant state treasurer who may perform and execute any of the duties of the 
treasurer, except as commissioner of the public lands. The assistant treasurer shall take 
and subscribe the oath of office prescribed by the constitution and shall give bond to the 
treasurer, in such sum and with such conditions as the treasurer prescribes, conditioned 
for the faithful discharge of his duties. The oath of the assistant treasurer and the certifi­
cate of his appointment shall be filed and preserved in the office of the secretary of state. 
The chief accountant and such other employes as the treasurer may require shall give bond 
to the state of Wisconsin in such sum and with such conditions as the treasurer prescribes, 
conditioned for the faithful discharge of his duty; the cost thereof to be charged to the 
appropriations made by section 20.05. [1931 c. 439J 

14.42 Duties of treasurer. The treasurer shall: 
(1) HAVE OUSTODY OF MONEYS. Receive and have charge of all money paid into the 

treasury, and payout the same as directed by law. Checks on depositories in which 
moneys may be deposited shall be signed in one of the following methods: 

(a) by the treasurer personally; 
(b) by an assistant state treasurer, appointed as provided in section 14.41 of the 

statutes, in the name of the treasurer; . 
(c) by any clerk in his department designated by him in the name of the treasurer; 

or 
(d) by placing on a check the facsimile signature of the treasurer adopted by him 

as a facsimile signature. Any depository shall be fully warranted and protected in 
making payment on any check bearing such facsimile notwithstanding that the same 
may have been placed thereon without the treasurer's authority. 
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(2) ISSUE COUNTERSIGNED RECEIPTS. Issue receipts for an mon~ 
before their delivery, shall be countersigned by the secretary of ~ ;:y paid to him which 
unless so countersigned, shall be evidence of the payment of any Ina..~te; and no ~eceipt:' 

(3) PAY CLAIMS AS PRESENTED. Pay all claims authorized to be ~--'tey into the treas~ 
ury in the order in which they are presented, giving a preference to ~ ~~aid out of the treas-

(4) PAY ON WARRANTS SUlIIS AUTHORIZED BY LAW. Payout o:e- ~ '0 one. 
mand, upon the warrants of the secretary of state and not otherw~ the treasury on de­
are authorized by law to be so paid, if there be appropriate funds th~ ~"19 such sums' only as 
and, when any sum is required to be paid out of a particular fund, p~ ~ein to pay the same 
only; and upon each such warrant, when payment is made in curre" ~ it out of such fund 
i~dorsed on or annexed thereto, of the payee therein named or his a~ 1::; :"y, .take the receipt, 
sIgnee.-qorI2;ed agent or as-

(5) ACCOUNT FOR INTEREST. Pay into the treasury and account 
or indirect~y received by him by virtue of his offi~e, o~ as interest or ~:e 'Or all sums directly 
use, depOSItor forbearance of any state moneys III IllS hands or und~ ~lllpensation for the 

(6) KEEP CASH AND FUND ACCOUNTS. Keep, in books provided f~ ~ his control. 
full and separate accounts of all money received by him, clearly dis 1:: ~ that purpose fair 
rate funds required to J;!e kept; k~ep also a cash book, and enter t~ .l. ~g?ishing the 'sepa~ 
count of all money rec81ved and dIsbursed, and at the end of each ~ ~~em a detailed ac­
counts with the secretary of state. ~~k, verify such ac-

(7) PERMIT EXAMINATION OF r:OOKS. P~rmit at all times inspectie> 
of the books, papers and transactIons of hIS office by the governol' .Q and e~amination 
attorney-general, state budget bureau, or by the legislature, or an~ ~ecretary of state 
or of either branch thereof. <=()lllmittee thereof: 

(8) REPORT TO GOVERNOR QUARTE~LY. Report to the ~wv:ern?r ql.lql' 
required, the total amount of funds III the treasury, specIfymg lllWhqtt~rlY, or oftener if 
they consist, the amount of each kind, and the amount belonging to ~ kind of currency 
and also what amounts are in each of the state depositories, togeth~ q(:h separate fund 
earned thereon, and also all defalcations and neglect of duty of any Qi 1'"1- with the interest 
ing officer or agent of the state, and any information pertaining to th~ lSUllrsing or collect_ 
he may think proper or the governor may require. Qllties of his office 

(9) REPORT TO GOVERNOR BIENNIALLY. Report to the governor, "'itL • 

the thirtieth day of June in each even-numbered year, a statement of' ~-lln ten days after 
into and paid out of·the treasllry during the preceding fiscal term, sho~rll money received 
heads from what sources received and for what particular object or S€ll:",,~~ under separate 
also the precise state of the treasury, together with such information aDc/<::e paid out; and 
fiscal nature as he shall deem useful and proper. ~uggestions of a 

(10) REPORT MONEYS PAID COUNTIES. Furnish the county cIerI,: of' 
nually, between the tenth day of Ju)y and the first day of August sU<:;<:; €lqch county an­
complete statement of all money paid by said treasurer to the COUnty €l€lQing, a full' and 
the preceding year ending on the thirtieth day of June and said statel:Q t:teltsurer dUring 
and recorded in said clerk's office. e:«t shall be filed 

(11) MAKE CERTIFIED COPIES. Makc a certified copy of any deed, b 
paper filed in his office, and transcripts from the books and records kept ~q, document or 
quired by any person so to do; and collect therefor twelve cents per fOlio erein, when 1;e­
cents for such certificate. ' ahd twenty-five 

(12) STAMl;' CHECKS ,AND PRAFTS. Cause to he plainly printed Or st 
checks and drafts issued by him, the words "Void if not presepted £01' Pa,y alb.ped upon all 
years." , l.n~nt within two 

(13) SERVICES IN CONNECTION WITH SECURITIES HELD IN TRUST. lJp 
for fr.om ~ny ?ompany, corpo!atio~, society, order a! associ~tion which: 1.11 l:'eques~ there­
depOSIt WIth hllll, III trust, mall to lts address from tune to tIme not to e)( afij securIties on ' 
before the sallle become due, any or all. interest coupons; return to it a Geed sixty days 
notes or other deposits as theybeco41e due and are replaced by other se\lu:Y. Or aU bonds 
terest coupons, make any indorsement of int~rest or ?therwise on any s~ch 1t1es; ~ut all in~ , 
collect therefor from the company, corporatlOn, lSocwty, order or as~ocia,t' secunties; and 
!equest, a fee of twenty-five cents for a single coupon cut, o~ for eacb e lOll making the ., 
mdorsed on a note or return of a bond, note or other securIty, and a. fb,f:ty of interest, 
for each additional coupon cut, Or entry of interest indorsed on a note, b ee of ten cents 
cUrity, and may withhold any and all coupons cut or re£use indorsemeh~lId or other se­
securities until such fee shall have been paid. Such fees shall be paid illto tb.t interest On 
ury as a part of the general fund, and no extra charge shall be required f estate treas-
registered mail. o~ postage 01' ' 

(14) OTHER DUTIES. Perform all other duties imposed upon him by 111", 
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(15) ADVERTISE RECEIPT OF LEGACIES AND SHARES. The state treasurer, upon the receipt 
of any money which belongs to heirs or legatees, shall forthwith advertise the fact in the 
state paper by giving the name of the decedent, the time and place of his death, the amount 
paid into the treasury, the personal representative paying the same, the county in which 
the estate is probated, and that the money will be paid to the heirs or legatees without in­
terest, on proof of ownership, if applied for within.five years from the date of publication 
in the manner provided in section 318.03. The cost of such advertising shall be charged 
to the appropriation for the treasury department. 

(16) MONTHLY STATEMENTS. The state treasurecr shall rendecr monthly statements to 
the state annuity and investment board of the costs of services rendered to said board. 
Upon receipt of such statements, the director of investments shall certify the amounts 
thereof to the secretary of state to be paid into the general fund of the state treasury 
out of the appropriation for the state annuity and investment board for the cost of making 
its investments' such amounts shall be and are hereby reappropriated from said general 
fund and added to the appropriation for the state treasurer for administration. [1933 
c. 190 s. 9 j 1937 c. 181 s. 5 j 1939 c. 142, 194] 

Note: Section 14.42 (15) requires state complete in itself, thereby making it unnec­
treasurer to advertise only receipt of un- essary for state treasurer to advertise re­
claimed legac;es and shares paid into state ceipt of money paid by banks under escheat 
treasury under 318.03 (2). Section 220.25 is of bank deposits law. 26 Atty. Gen. 390. 

14.43 [Renumbered section 34.02 by 1935 c. 55] 
14.44 Banks, foreign control, ineligibility as depository. Whenever the owner­

ship, control or power to vote a majority interest in the .stock of any state or national 
bank doing business in Wisconsin shall be held or in any manner exercised by any for­
eign corporation,· association or trust which shall not have filed its articles of incorpora­
tion and obtained authority to do business in this state as provided in section 226.02, such 
bank shall not be qualified to act as depository for any public funds of the state of Wis~ 
consin or of any subdivision thereof, nor as a depository for reserve funds of state banks 
until the provisions of section 226.02 shall be complied with by such foreign corporation, 
association or trust. [Spl. S. 1931 c. 1 s. 1] 

14.445 Investments by board of deposits. Whenever the board of deposits may 
deem it advisable, it may and it is hereby authorized to invest in, hold and dispose of 
:readily salable interest bearing bonds of the United States, the state of Wisconsin, and 
interest bearing bonds which are a direct obligation of any county, city or village ill 
this state. [1931 c. 415; 1941 c. 319] 

14.45 Interest. The board of deposits shaH from time to time fix the rates of in­
terest to be paid by depositories on active and inactive deposits and cause notice thereof to 
be published in the official state paper. The rate of interest on inactive deposits, until 
changed by said board, shall be two and one-half per centum per annum on deposits actu­
~y received and held by the depositories. [Spl. S. 1931 c. 1 s. 3] 

14.46 [Repealed by Spl. S. 1931 c. 1 s. 1] 
14.47 Cashier in secretary of state's office bonded. The cashier and assistant 

cashiers in the office of the secretary of state shall give bonds to the· secretary of state in 
such sum and with such conditions as he may prescribe, conditioned for the faithful dis­
charge of their duties. Said bonds shall be furnished by a surety cOlnpany authorized to 
do business in this state and the cost thereof shall not exceed one-fourth of one per cent 
per annum on the amount of said bond or obligation by said surety executed and shall be 
payable from the appropriation to the secretary of state. [Spl. S. 1931 c. 1 s. 1] 

14,48 Reports of depositories. Every state depository shall, on the first day 0: 
each month, and oftener when required, file with the secretary of state a sworn statement 
of the amount of public moneys deposited with it, and, within ten days after the first day 
of each January, April, JUly and October, shall make a full statement of all deposits and 
payments of state moneys during the preceding quarter, together with a computation llnd 
sta.tement of the interest earned thereon, computed upon the daily balance on deposit, 
which interest shall thereupon be added to and become part of the deposit balance, such 
statement shall be accompanied by an affidavit of the president and cashier of such depos­
itory to the effect that it is in all respects true and correct, and that, except for the inter_ 
est therein credited, neither said depository nor any officer, agent or employe thereof, nOr 
any person in its behalf, has in any way whatsoever given, paid or rendered, or promised 
to ~ve, payor render to the state treasurer or to any other person any money, credit, 
serv~ce or benefit whatsoever by reason or in consideration of the deposit with it of any 
portIOn of the state moneys. Any person who shall make any false statement in any afil_ 
davit required by this section shall be guilty of perjury. 
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14.49 Apportionment of interest. (1) The total interest ear~ 
all depositories shall be apportioned quarterly or oftener. by the ~ ~ <1 on state moneys in 
added to and become a part of the several funds. ::ate treasurer among, 

(2) On the taking effect of this act interest shall be apportion~ 
to the life fund created under section 210.05 from. the date of the Q on the above basis 
fund. ~stablishment of this 

14.50 Checks, drafts or warrants may be canceled; reissue. 
draft drawn and issued by the state treasurer upon the funds of the (::J.) If any check or 
positories is not delivered or called for in ~wo year~ after. issue arret ::::State i~ aJ~y state de­
turned to the hands of the state treasurer WIthout bemg paId, the sta. -.: ~emalllS 111 or is re­
authorized to cancel the same, credit the amount of such check or dJ:-. a ~ treasurer is hereby 
which it is drawn, and charge the amount thereof to the state deposita.~ ~t to the fund upon 
drawn. ~ Upon which it was 

(2) If any warrant drawn upon the state treasurer by the secr~t 
any fund belonging to the state remains in the possession of the St~ ~ry of state against 
other person without demand of payment for two years after the s~ te treasurer or any 
a check is canceled by the state treasurer, as provided in subsection (~ie was issued, or if 
which such canceled check was issued shall be returned to the se(3 ,. the warrant upon 
shall be by him canceled and credited to the fund upon which it was ~~tary of state and 

(3) When the payee or person entitled to any check or draft so (3 .t'awn. 
treasurer, or the payee or person entitled to any warrant so canceleQ hl:lceled by the state 
state, demands such check, draft or warrant or payment thereof, tb. .Y the secretary of 
shall, and he is hereby authorized to, issue anew warrant therefor, t~ secretary of state 
proper fund by the state treasurer. he paid out of the 

(4) When the bank on which any check or draft is drawn by the l;;; 

before payment of such check or draft become insolvent or shall be tal~tate treasurer shaH 
missioner of banking or comptroller of the currency, the state treaslll:' ell over by the com­
mand of the person in whose favor such check or draft was drawn anQ e.t' shall on the de­
the treasurer of such check or draft issue a duplicate for the same all} 1:!.Pon the return to 
tion shall apply to checks or drafts heretofore issued and not paid. ()1:!.nt. This subsec-

(5) If any check or draft drawn and issued by the state treasurer i 
and the bank on which such check or draft is drawn has been notifieJ lost or destroyed 
thereon, the state ~reasurer mll:Y, after the expiration of seven days fr0ll::t to stop payment 
to stop payment, Issue a duplIcate check or draft and thereafter the 1ilt the date of notice 
be relieved from all liability thereon. [Spl. S. 1931 c. 15 8. 3; Bpl . ..;te treasurer shall 
1933 c.l] • 1931 c. 26 8. i,' 

Note: Under (5) bank is liable to state state treasury need not 
for check paid by bank after receipt of no- form ~ssued by bank in w~~e "stop payment" 
tice by treasury department of its loss Or de- depOSIted. 22 Atty. Gen. 1 Oel~ state funds are 
struction. Where notice is given under (5) " 

14.51 Examination of depositories. The state treasurer, on or be 
of July of each year, shall make an examination of the accounts of O/Ol'e the first day 
bank or institution which is or has been a state depository, and shall Co e state with each 
general fund of the state treasury all money remaining in such banks Ve~ back into the 
payment of checks or drafts w;hich have been issued by any state treasul.~hlCh is held for 
years prior to such examination and which have not been presented for payel' lllore than two 

14.52 Deputy and assistant attorneys-general. The attorney-ge?le lll.ent. 
a .deputy attorr:ey-¥"ener~l and assistants each of whom shall be an att~al may appoint 
mltted to practIce U1 tIns state. The deputy attorney-general shall giv- l'lley at law ad­
state in the sum of five thousand dollars, with good and sufficient sutetif) e a bond to the 
by the governor, conditioned for the faithful performance of his dutieS, to be approved 
sence or disability of the attorney-general, he may do and perform all the s, and in the ab­
statute to be performed by the attorney-general, and the attorney-genel'al ahts provided by 
sible for all acts of his deputy. The said appointees shall perform Su s all be respon­
attorney-general prescribes.. Such appointm~nts shall be made by "Wl'i:.h duties ~s the 
office of the secretary of state, and such appomtees shall take and Slibscl'·tng flIed In the 
tional oath of office, which shall also be so filed. I e the constitu_ 

14.53 Duties of attorney-general. The attorney-general shall: 
(1) REPRESENT STATE. Appear for the state and prosecute or defend 

proceedings, civil or criminal, in the supreme court, in which the state is :tIl actions and 
party, and attend to and prosecute or defend all civil cases sent or relUa ~nterested or a 
preme court to any circuit court in which the state is a party; and, when n ed by the su­
governor or eith(lr branch of the legislature, appear for the state and pro=eqUested by the 

sellte or defend 
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in any court or before any officer, any cause or matter, civil or criminal, in which the 
state or the people thereof may be in any wise interested. 

(2) PROSEOUTE BREAOHES OF BONDS AND OONTRAOTS. Prosecute, at the request of the 
governor, secretary of state or treasurer, any official bond or any contract in which the 
state is interested, deposited with either of them, upon a breach thereof, and prosecute 
or defend for the state all actions, civil or criminal, relating to any matter connected with 
either of their departments. 

(3) ADVISE DISTRIOT ATTORNEYS. Consult and advise with the district attorneys when 
requested by them in all matters pertaining to the duties of their office. 

(4) GIVE OPINION TO OFFICERS. Give his opinion in writing, when required, without 
fee, upon all questions of law submitted to him by the legislature or either branch thereof, 
or by the head of any department of the state government. 

(5) PROTEOT TRUST FUNDS. Examine all applications for loans from any of the trust 
funds, and furnish to the commissioners of public lands his opinion in writing as to the 
regularity of each such application, and also of the validity of any bonds or other securi­
ties purchased for the benefit of such funds. 

(Sa) EXAl\UNATION OF BONDS, CERTIFICATE OF ATTORNEY-GENERAL. Examine a certi­
fied copy of all proceedings preliminary to any issue of state bonds, and, if found regu­
lar and valid, indorse on each bond his certificate of such examination and validity, and 
that said bond is incontestable, except for constitutional reasons, unless an action making 
such contest shall be brought in a court having jurisdiction of the action within thirty 
days from the date of said certificate, and make similar examinations and certificates re­
specting municipal bonds in the cases specified in subsection (3) of section 67.02, except 
that the thirty days' limitation shall eommence to run upon the recording of the attorney­
general's eertificate in the office of the clerk of the municipality issuing the bonds, and 
the certificate shall so state. 

(Sm) LEGAL SERVICE. It shall be the duty of the attorney-general to furnish all legal 
services required by the state annuity and investment board in the investment of its funds, 
together with such other services as are necessarily connected with such legal work. 

(5n) LEGAL SERVICE, APPROPRIATION. The attorney-general shall render to the state 
annuity and investment board monthly statements of the total cost of such legal and other 
services. Upon receipt of such statements, the director of investments shall certify the 
amounts thereof to the secretary of state to be paid into the general fund of the state 
treasury out of the appropriation for the state annuity and investment board for the cost 
of making its investments; such amounts shall be and hereby are reappropriated from 
said general fund and added to the appropriation for the department of the attorney-gen­
eral for general administration purposes. 

(6) PREPARE FORMS. Prepare, whenever requested by the head of any department of 
the state government, proper drafts of forms for contracts and other writings which may 
be wanted for the use of the state. 

(7) TURN STATE MONEYS INTO TREASURY. Pay into the state treasury all money re­
ceived by him belonging to the state, immediately upon receipt thereof. 

(8) KEEP REGISTRY OF AOTIONS. Keep in proper books, to be provided for that pur­
pose at the expense of the state, a register of all actions and demands prosecuted Dr de· 
fended by him on behalf of the state and of all proceedings had in relation thereto. 

(9) KEEP STATEMENT OF FEES. Keep a detailed statement of all fees, including his 
fees as commissioner of public lands, received by him during the preceding year, and file 
such statement with the secretary of state on or before the thirtieth day of June in each 
year. 

(10) REPORT TO LEGISLATURE. Report to the legislature or either branch thereof, 
when requested, upon any matters pertaining to the duties of his office. 

(11) GENERAL. Perform all other duties imposed upon him by law. 
(12) ATTORNEY FOR STATE ElIfPLOYES. The attorney-general shall, at the request of' 

the head of any department of state government approved by the governor, appear for and 
defend, in any court of the state where an action may have been brought, or may be 
tried, any agent, inspector or employe of such department charged with the enforcement 
of law or prosecution for violation of law, in any action for slander or other torts against 
him, based upon any act done or incurred in, or arising out of the lawful discharge of the 
duties of such agent, inspector or employe. Witness fees incurred in the defense of any 
case under this.section shall be paid as provided for in section 325.07. [1931 c. 67 8.59; 
1931 c.144j 1939 c. 32] 

Note: Repeated construction of a statute 
by the attorney-general without change in 
the law 'by subsequent legislatnres is sig­
nificant, though not controlling, in deter-

mining the construction thereof. Union F. 
H. S. Dist. v. Union F. H. S. Dist .• 216 W 102, 
2i)" NW 788. 

See note to 102.17, citing Johnson v. In-
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dustrial Commission, 222 W 19, 267 NW 286. applications for ho"" 

Attorney-genend. should avoid advising persons, and hence n "",~italization of needy 
unofficially with reference to matters 3.n- nor attorney-general ~ ther district attorney 
ministered by another department of state. 20 Atty. Gen. 937. Clt s his official advisor 
20 Atty. Gen. 378. Attorney.general <l C>. .. 

County judge acts in judicial capacity upon questions inv0l. ,,_"""s n?t render opinions 
under chapter 142, Stats., in passing up,m Atty. Gen. 115. ed In litigation. 24 

14.531 Attorney-general, powers. Any civil action prosect:t t 
general by direction of any officer, department, board 01' commis~.i -ed by the attorney­
mised 01' discontinued when so directed by such officer, depart ~:m, shall be compro­
mission. Any civil action prosecuted by the attorney-general o~~e~t,. b.o~r~ 01' com­
the request of any individual may, in his discretion, on approva..l biS IllltIatIve, 01' at 
compromised or discontinued. In any criminal action proseeu. t ~ of the governor, be 
general, he and the deputy and assistant attorneys-general shall b~ d by the attorney­
with reference to such action as are vested in district attorneys. 'Ve the same powers 

14.54 State superintendent, qualifications. No person is eligihl~ 
superintendent of public instruction, unless at the time of his electio:q t to the office of state 
or supervised teaching in this state for a period not less than five y~q hereto he has taught 
holds the highest grade of certificate which the state superintendent i ~s and, at such time, 
to issue. ~ by law empowered 

14.55,14.56 [Remtmbered section 14.57 by 1927 c. 425 s. 1] 
14.57 State superintendent; powers and duties. (1) GENER~l:.. 

state superintendent shall ascertain the conditions of the public schoOl SUr:ERVISION. The 
in education, spread as widely as possible a knowledge of the meall;;:; IS, stImulate interest 
may be employed to improve the schools. and methods which 

(2) SEOTARIANISM. He shall exclude an sectarian books and instl:'Q . 
lie schools. ciron from the pub-

(3) EDUOATIONAL MEETINGS. He shall attend such educational . 
such investigations as he may deem important, and such as will acquai:ee~Ings. and make 
ferent systems of common schools in the United States. t hIm WIth the dif~ 

(5) SUPERVISION OF SOHOOLS. He shall supervise and inspect th 
graded schools, high schools, county schools of agriculture and dOll:le;;:; ':: c0D?-mon schools, 
training schoolR. county normal schools, and the day schools for the d. tIC SCIence,. manual 
those of defective speech; and shall advise with the principals and lOcal eaf an~. blInd, and 
and give assistance in organizing such school. authontIes thereof, 

(5a) STATE SCHOOLS FOR BLIND AND DEAF. He shall maintain and go . 
school for the blind and the Wisconsin school for the deaf, as provided h"ern t~e WIsconsin 

(6) PUBLIC INFORMATION. He shall by reports, bulletins, circllia Y sectIOn 47.045. 
and public addresses give the public information bearing upon the di;;'s, correspondence 
school organization and management and the subject of education gelle erent methods of 

(7) ApPEALS. He shall examine and determine all appeals, which b l:'ally. 
to him, and prescribe rules of practice in respect thereto, not inconsistelt la:v may be made 

(8) EDUOATIONAL LITERATURE. He shall collect in his office such scb WIth law. 
tus, maps and charts as may be obtained without expense to the state, alld °hlbooks, appara~ 
at an expense not exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars, in anyone y e shall purchase 
riodicals bearing upon the different phases of education. ear, books and pe-

(9) FORMS FOR SOHOOL OFFICERS. He shall prepare for the use of' s 
able forms for making reports and suitable outlines as aids in conductill chool officers suit­

(10) COURSES OF STUDY; PHYSICAL TRAININ'G. (a) He shall prepare g school ~eetings. 
time to time, courses of study for the common, graded and high scho and publIsh, from 
schools under his supervision, and shall furnish copies thereof to the 8cho18, and the other 

(b) He shall prescribe a course in physical education and training ad 001 board. 
mon schools, and shall have general supervision of physical education in thPted t~ the com­

(11) SPECIAL PROGR~M. He shall compile and distrib~te annuall:y e publIc schoo~s. 
pamphlet form, matter SUItable for the observance of MemorIal day alld lOb the schools, In 

(12) SOHOOL FUND INOOME. He shall apportion the school fund ill r 01' day. 
by law. cOme as provided 

(13) COPIES OF REOORDS. He shall make certified copies, when requir 
deposited or filed or records kept in his office, and of any act 01' decisioll ~d, of any. papers 
his fees therefor shall be twelve cents per folio. ade by hIm, and 

(14) REPORT TO GOVERNOR. He shall report to the governor, dUring th 
each even-numbered year: e last half of 

(a) The condition of all schools under his supervision and of the state . . 
normal schools. ull1vers~ty ::nd 

(b) An abstract of the common school reports made to him by schOol . 
SUperIntendents. 
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(c) His visits to educational institutions. 
(d) The work done by the assistants, inspectors and others in the performance of the 

duties of his office. . 
(e) Plans for improving the schools and advancing education. 
(f) The receipts and disbursements of all school incomes. 
(g) Such other matters as he shall deem expedient. 
(15) TEACHERS' INSTITUTES. He shall supervise the public school teachers' institutes. 
(16) ANNUAL CONVENTIONS. He shall annually hold conventions of county superin-

tendents, of city superintendents, and of supervising teachers. 
(18) REPORTS TO SUPERINTENDENT. He shall require from school officers, superin­

tendents, principals and teachers, and they shall make to him such reports as will enable 
him to distribute and award the state school fund appropriations and the several state edu­
cational appropriations to the various schools and persons entitled thereto, and to properly 
discharge the other duties of his office. 

(19) FORMS FOR REPORTS. He shall prepare, print and distribute blank forms upon 
which superintendents, clerks, principals, teachers and other officers and persons shall 
make the school returns and reports required of them. 

(21) RECORD OF EXAMINATIONS .AND CERTIFICATES. He shall file in his office all papers 
relating to examinations for state certificates and shall register each state certificate. 

(22) LICE,NSING AND CERTIFICATION OF TEACHERS. He shall license all teachers for 
the public schools of the state, and make rules and regulations and prescribe standards 
of attainment for the examination, licensing and certification of teachers, except as pro­
vided in section 39.05. [1939 c. 53, 59] 

Note: State superintendent of public in- where such sponsorship entails no state obli­
struction has power to sponsor state-wide gation. 28 Atty. Gen. 819. 
WP A recreational and educational projects 

14.58 Fiscal year. The fiscal year of the state commences on the first day of July 
in each year and closes on the thirtieth day of June next succeeding. All books and ac­
counts of the secretary of state and of the state treasurer shall be kept, and all their dutietl 
shall be perfOl'med with reference to the beginning and ending of the fiscal year. All 
officers and persons required to render annual accounts to the secretary of state and treas­
urer shall close such accounts on the thirtieth day of June in each year, and shall render 
such accounts as soon thereafter as may be practicable, and the fiscal year of all depart­
ments, boards and bodies connected with the state government in any manner shall com­
mence and close on the same dates as the fiscal year of the state. A fiscal year ending ill 
an even-numbered calendar year may be designated as an even-numbered fiscal year, and a 
fiscal year ending in an ocld-numbered calendar year may be designated as an odd-num­
bered fiscal year. 

14.59 State office hours; leaves of absence. The offices of the departments of state 
government shall be kept open on all days of the year, except Sundays and holidays, and 
'Office hours shall begin at eight-thirty o'clock A. M. and close at five o'clock P. M. with 
intermissions from twelve o'clock M. to one-thirty o'clock P. M. except. Saturday after­
noons when such hours may be observed as the heads of departments, may think proper. 
During the summer months from J.V!:ay first t'O October first, departments may, in the dis­
cretion of the governor begin office hours at eight o'clock A. M. and close at four o'clock 
P. M. with intermissions at twelve o'clock M. to one o'clock P. M. Heads of departments 
"hall gTant to each clerk or other person in their employ, noncumulative leave of absence 
without loss of pay at the rate 'Of three weeks. for a full year's service. [1931 c. 424 s. 2; 
1937 c. 218 j 1939 c. 70) 535J 

Note: Wbere department head grants va- employes engaged in skilled trades and em' 
cations and thereafter, during period of va- ployed on hourly basis and employes en' 
cation, department goes out of existence, gaged in labor or clerical work and em' 
employe is nevertheless entitled to receive ployed on per diem or hourly basis front 
pay for vacation so allowed him. 28 Atty. mandatory vacation-with-pay provisions of 
Gen. 249. 14.59, as it now reads after said amendment. 

Sec. 1, ch. 535, Laws 1939, does not exclude 29 Atty. Gen. 402. 

14.60 Official reports. The several officers, boards and commissions from whom an­
nual or biennial reports are required to be made to the governor, and whose reports covel' 
a period ending on the thirtieth day of Jlme, shall make out and deposit with the governor, 
on or before the first day of January of each odd-numbered year, a report of the transac­
tions in their respective offices from the thirtieth day of June last preceding. Such re­
ports shall be published with the next annual or biennial reports of the same officers, 
boards or commissions, respectively, or of their successors. 

14.61 Reports of receipts and disbursements to governor. The respective state 
officers, heads or chiefs of bureaus and departments of the state service and the several 
boards having control of the charitable and penal and educational institutions of the state, 
including the normal schools and state university shall, on or before the tenth day of J anU­
ary in each odd-numbered year, make and deliver to the governor a brief succinct, detailed 
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report of all receipts and expenditures in their respective offices" 
partments for the biennial term ending the first Monday of J an~ary _ ~oards, bureaus or de-

14.62 Report of expenses of depa.rtments. The respectIve s t 
or heads of all bureaus and departments and regents of state ~ t~ officers and chiefs 
schools shall in each od~-numbered year, on or before th~ tenth da::y-.~ ~11versity and normal 
deliver to the governor 111 tabular form a complete, conClse and de 1:: """ ~f January make and 
penses of conducting such office, bureau or department, normal schc. ~ ~led report of the ex­
for each year of the biennial term endulg on the first ~londa'y in ..::.- :s and state university 
date of such report, and shall accompany such report WIth a lIke d ~ '(: ~::1Uary preceding the 
port of the receipts and expenses of conducting such office, bureaLt ~lled statement or re-
corresponding years of the two preceding biennial terms. "O~ department for the 

14.63 State aid recipients' accounting. Every association .. 
other organization, that receives aid in any form through approp::t:-:;i :;::,: C>,ciety, institute or 
shall make report to the secretary of state on or before the first day q 1::lOns from the state 
year. Such annual report shall contain a detailed statement of all ;::f September in each 
tu~e~ of such associat~on, society, institl~te ?r organization for e<L'to:::~ceipts and expendi­
tlllrtIeth and such portIOns as are of specIal Importance may be Pll b) _ -l yea:: ending June 
report of the secretary of state, :t :sEed III the biennial 

14.64 Mai,l service. ,In case a regular m,ail service is establ i~ 1 
among the varIOUS offices III and about the capItol, by the postal au tl ""l ~d and maintained 
rector of purchases, none of the state @fficers receiving such servic~ """lO:rities or by the di­
post-office boxes in the city of Madison at the expense of the state, 'l:' bl::t all thereafter rent 
sha;11 not draw his warrant and the treasurer of state shall not all()~ ~ secretary of state 
claIms, IJayment for such 

14.65. Co-operation, of functions. (1) The sever~l state of1ic~~ 
boards shall co-operate 111 the performance and executIon of state ''''~" commissions and 
change such data, reports and other information, and, by proper ql' Q:t-l{: and shall inter­
the officers, commissions and boards directly interested, shall intercha;a l:lgements between 
employes, or shall so jointly employ or make such assignments of ell}}:J 1ge Such services of 
terests of the public service require. All interchanges of services alld o.yes as the best in­
and as~igr:ments o! employes for particular work shall be consistent \vi tf;. oint employments 
and pr111Clpal dutIes of such employes. the qualifications 

(2) Whenever the employe of Il;ny state officer, commission or boal, . 
quired hereunder to perform serVIces for any other such officer, Co q IS assigned or re­
such employe is vested with all powers and may enjoy all privileges l1~l:tlission or board 
the duties and execute the functions imposed upon and delegated to l~:ssary to perfor~ 
form such services and exercise such powers in the same manner, to th 11111 and may per­
with like effect as though regularly appointed therefor. e Same extent and 

(3) The advisory council of the executive department shall aid and 
lation and co-ordination of state work. as pr.ovided in this section, and s!?Vise in the Corre­
director of personnel, after con.sultatIOl! WIth the state officers, c~mllIi" 1?- council and the 
shall formulate and may from tIme to tIme alter rules and regulatIOns Slons and boards 
terchange and joint emplo,yments and assi?"nments of empl?yes as prov-i~OVe;rning such in~ 
All such rules and regulatIOns and alteratIOns shall be subJect to the ap eq 1n this section 
emor, and when so approved shall be published. PI'oval of the gov~ 

(4) Each officer, commission and board shall keep a record of all w 
co-operation with other officers, commissions and boards under this Ol'k: done for Or in 
make a report thereof to the advisory council in such form and at s\:tetec~ion, and shall 
scribed in the rules and regiIlations formulated under subsection (3), t1llles as is pre-

14.66 State officers may require searches, etc.,> without fees. The s 
treasurer and attorney-general, respectively, are authorized to require s eCl'etary of state 
spective offices of each other and in the offices of the clerk of the sUprea1'Ches in the re~ 
several cireuit courts, of the county courts or registers of deeds for any ellIe court of the 
documents necessary to the discharge of the duties of their respective offi~apers, re~ords or 
copies thereof and extracts therefrom without the payment of any fee Or e~ and to require 
[1935 c. 541 s, 217] C arge whatever. 

14.67 Investment?f state funds other than trust funds. The ~0l:U1l1' , 
public lands, by and WIth the approval of the governor, m~y from tIme t IS~loners of the 
investment of so much of the money of any fund or of the ll1come of ally- ~ h llle direct the 
treasury, not otherwise provided for, as they may deem advantageous to th und in the state 
vest, in the interest-bearing bonds of the United States, or of this state e state to so in­
amount and kind of bonds to be bought, and also direct the disposal of aX: SPecifying the 
any time by their written order, signed by them, approved by the goVerllOY Such bonds at 
in the office of the secretary of state; and every such investment shall be h:rj and recorded 
the fund out of which made, and the loss or gain shall inure thereto, and e d as a part of 

a Pa:rticular ac-
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count thereof be separ-ately kept with each fund. 
14.68 Receipts and deposits of money; procedure; penalties. (1) Unless other­

:wise provided by law, all moneys collected or received by each and every officer, board, com­
mission, society, or association for or in behalf of the state, or which is required by law 
to be turned into the state treasury, shall be deposited in or transmitted to the state 
treasury at least once a week and also whenever required by the governor, and shall be ac­
companied by a statement in such form as the treasurer may prescribe showing the amount 
of such collection, and from whom and for what purpose or on what account the same was 
received. All moneys paid into the treasury shall be credited to the general fund unless 
otherwise specifically provided by law. 

(2) The secretary of state shall prescribe a form of official blank receipts to be issued 
by or for each officer, board, commission, society or association who or which collects or 
receives any money for or on behalf of the state, or who or which collects any money that is 
required by law to be turned into the state treasury, and such officer, board, commission, 
society or association shall issue such official receipts or cause the same to be issued to 
each person :fTom whom money is received. All such official receipts shall be numbered 
consecutively, and the state treasurer shall require a true accounting for the same. 

(3) Any person who shall issue or deliver such official receipt or pass or utter the same 
except in the manner required by law shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(4) In case any officer, board, CDmmission, society, or association included within the 
provisions of this section neglects or refuses to make such deposits of money, or to make 
such reports as are ,required by this section, the secretary of staie, with the approval of 
the governor, shall withhold all moneys due such officer, board, commission, society or 
association until the provisions of this section are complied with; and prDvided further 
that upon such failure to make such deposits of money, the officer or official so failing 
shall be liable to the state treasurer for an amount equal to the interest upon the moneys 
so withheld from deposit at the same rate as that received by the state upon state depos, 
its, for the period for which such deposit is withheld; and such interest shall be a charg! 
against said officer or official and shall be deducted from his compensation. 

(5) The motor vehicle department shall have' power to receive checks in payment of 
motor vehicle license fees and such checks shall be deposited with the state treasurer. Any 
overpayment on account of any such license fees shall be refunded by the state treasure!' 
on the certificate and audit of the motor vehicle department. AU excess payments not s(} 
refunded shall be placed in the revolving fund created in subsection (2) of section 20.051, 
from which revolving fund there shall be paid the amount of any check which shall be 
reruroed unpaid. It shall be the duty of the motor vehicle department to immediately 
demand payment of any such unpaid check) and in the event the same is not paid within 
five days to cancel any motor vehicle license issued in consideration of such check, and tD 
forward the S1ame to the district attorney of the county where slich check was issued for 
prosecution according to law. [1939 c. 410J 

Note: Where ,owner of truck applies for 
and receives truck license under 85,01 (4) 
(,,) for gross weight of 25,999 pounds spe­
cified in application, no refund of portion 
thereof can be made under 14.68 (5) on own­
er's theory that secretary of state is not 
authorized to license truck in excess of 23.999 
pounds for operation on class "A" or class 

"B" highways. Such license in no sense pur­
ports to grant authority to violate other 
provisions of ch. 85, Stats. Nor are taxes pdd 
under 194.48 refundable on this theory by 
public service commission. Such refund in 
any event would be governed by 20.06 (2). 
28 Atty. Gen. 296. 

14.69 Record of appointed officers of boards and commissions. All boards, com­
missions and societies, supported in whole or in part from state funds,and which are 
authorized to elect or appoint their own officers, or to appoint officers, or member's of other 
state organizations, departments or commissions, whether judicial, military or civil, shall 
report such elections Dr appointments to the secretary of state who shaH either :record or 
file such appointments for information ,of the public. 

14.70 Payments to state, protested check. (1) Payments to the state may be made 
in legal tender, postal money ol'der, expr,ess IDoliley order, bank draft or certified cJlCck. 
Payments to the state of amounts not exceeding one hundred dollars may be made by per_ 
sonalor ;individual checks drawn in the ordinary course of business. If any such personal 
or indiYidaal check is not paid by the bank on which it: is drawn, the person by whQru 
such check has been tendered shall remain liable for the payment of the amount for whi13h 
such check was tende;red and for all legal penalties and additions, and in such case the 
offi-cer to whom such check was tendered shall lay the facts before the district attol'l'ley of 
the proper county for prosecution as provided by law. In case any license shall haVe 
been granted upon any such \Check, such license shall be subject to cancellation for the 
nonpayment of such cheCk. 

(2) Payments to the .state of amounts 'exceeding one hundreddoUars may also be made 



191 STA~::E OPFICERS 14.71 

by persDnal Dr individual checks when the paying bank up 'On who~ h h . 
shall have filed with the department tD whDm such check is payal::::.le sue c ec~ IS drawn 
in the fDrm apprDved by the attDrney-general. All banks are autQ<Qri!d~aran ee drawn 
guarantee. [1937 c. 24] '0 execute such 

14.71 General depa.rtmental pDwers; (1) ApPOINTMENT OF S '"l:JBO 
as expressly provided by law, the governDr, secretary 'Of state, state t~DINATES. Except 
general, state s~perin~endent, ~on;unis~ioner ~f insura~c~, state. fir~ lIl~~~~urer, .attDrney­
purchases, publIc servIce comllllsSlOn, mdustrIaI commIsSIOn, adJutq:ut aI, dIrec.tor of 
warehouse commission, directDr 'Of persDnnel, department of taxation b ge~er;1 gram and 
cDmmissiDners of public lands, state cDnservatiDn commissiDn, st ~'t t Dar '0 !lx appe~Is, 
spectDrs, banking cDmmissiDn, banking review bDard, free library c G;: ~u~ervIsor 'Of ~n­
engineer, director 'Of agriculture, directDr of the budget, geologicq,l m~sslo~, stft~. chIef 
survey, state board of health, state highway commission, state plann in a\ n~ ura Istory 
of medical examiners, state board of dental examiners, state board Q:fg hoar, sta~~JOard 
sin real estate brokers board, state board of vocational and adult. edP a~:mac~. ISCO~­
employment relations. b'Oard, commissioner of the motor vehicle depa~ca lOn, . IsconSIn 
public welfare and state athletic commission are each authorized tD q ~~nt, dIrectDr. 'Of 
assistants, experts, clerks, stenographers Dr other employes as shall ~pom such diut18S, 
execution 'Of their functiDns, and to designate the titles, prescribe tb edn~?essary or the 
cDmpensation of such subordinates, but these pDwers shall be exercised ,~~est :nd

h 
fix the 

civil service law, unless the position filled by any such subordinate hU J~c '0 testate 
exempted from the operation of chapter 16 and subject, also, to the ~s , e~n lexPfressly 
'Other 'Officer Dr body as may be prescribed by law. ppr va 0 such 

(1m) SALARY INOREASE. Salaries 'Of employes in the classified /Ser . . 
section 16.08, except as otherwise herein provided, shall be increased Qnl VIC~, t~S ~efi::,ed. m 
'Of a fiscal year. Heads of departments, boards, commissions and inlStil t e egmnmg 
before July fifteenth in each year file with the director of the bureau Qf u IOns shaH on Dr 
director 'Of the budget a list of such employes showing their then existingPeIso~nel a:d t~e 
proposed new salaries. Salary increases at other periods in the fiscal Ye;ar:~18b an II theIr 
'Only upon approval of the emergency board. ND salary increase shall t kite a I ow~d 
conforms to and is within the salary range established for the pOsit e e ec. un ess It 
16.105. Increases in saJary heretofore granted for the fiscal year be~?5n I?n 7~er Isettion 
shall continue in effect until September 1, 1939, and thereafter shall ~ng u"1 ff 9?9, 
for any purpose unless prior to that time such increases shall have been eCDme l~ becth8 

emergency board. Increases for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1940 a1PIr,:e y t e 
become effective without apprDval of the emergency board. ' s a III no case 

(2) TRAVELING EXPENSES. The chief officers enumerated in subsecti (1) . 
appoin~ees and ~mploye.s, shall each b~ reiu:bursed for actual and neces~n tr' an.d theIr 
penses mcurred III the dIscharge of thmr dutIes. The officers and emPloy ary f avefg &­
ment, board or cDmmission, shan, when for reasons of economy Dr effiGie es 0 any epart­
tioned at any 'Other place than the 'Official location of such department, boa n~y, they ~e ~ta­
receiye their actual and nec~sary traveling and other expenses when ealI~d ~r cO~~I~n, 
locatIOn for tempDrary servIce. The members of boards, departrheuts 0 suc ? .CIa! 
who are entitled to expenses but not compensation, the members 'Of bo and CDmmISSIOns 
and commissions WhD are entitled to a per diem for time actually spent in ar~lst depa~ments 
the members of boards, departments and commissions who receive an hon s a ~ servIce, and 
entitled to travel and other expenses while attending meetings of such b orad~m, shall be 
Dr commission held at the city of Madison; provided, that no such tra-v l~r, epartment 
penses shall be allDwed to any such member 'Of any department, board 0; mg D:r: o~her ex­
actually resides in the city of Madison while attending any such meeting cfm~ss~on who 

(3) NOTARY PUBLIC. Each officer, cDmmission, board, Dr body is allth a. sal CIty. 
frDm his Dr its prDper appropriation a sum sufficient tD pay all fees andorlzed to expend 
sarily incurred in qualify~ng an employe as a.nDtary.public, and secul'in expense.s neces= 
but such notary shall receIve nD fees fDr notanal servICes rendered to the gt a~otarIaI seal, 

(4) PURCHASE OF MDTOR VEHIOLES. Each department, board or COl:tn!·a . . , 
written approval 'Of the governor, may purchase necessary t.rucks and aut ISSIO~!1 upon t~e 
general use, of such style and make as it may determine. Such trucks aomo I es for. Its 
shall be purchased through the bureau 'Of purchases, pursuant to Sect. ndga

3
u
O
tomobIles 

to 15.40]. lOn . 3 [15.26 

(5) SADE OF MOTOR VEHICLES. AIl state owned passenger automobil ' " 
in the possessiDn, custody Dr control of any department, board or c0llltt:ti es. or trucks now 
ready to be disposed 'of, be placed in the custody and control of the dil'ec~slOn shall, when 
Said director shall dispose 'Of such automDbiles and trucks in such malln or of furchases. 
and the proceeds. frDm the sale or trade thereof shall be credited to the fJro~r aa e sees. fit,. 
board or commission for the subsequent. pllrchase of automotive equiplllenter epal'tment, 
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(6) ALLOWANCE FOR USE OF AUTOMOBILES. (a) Whenever any department, board, or 
commission determines that the duties of any employe require the use of an automobile, it 
may authorize such employe to use his personal automobile in his work for the state, and 
reimburse him for such use on either of the bases outlined in paragraphs (b) and (c), and 
subject to all of the conditions set forth in this subsection. 

(b) If the officer or employe travels less than six hundred miles in any month he may 
receive an allowance of not to exceed seven cents for each mile traveled. 

(c) If the officer or employe travels six hundred miles or more in any month, he may 
receive an allowance of not to exceed thirty dollars plus his actual and necessary disburse­
ments for gasoline and lubricating oil. 

(d) Any chief officer may, when necessary, use his personal automobile in his work 
for the state on either of the above bases and subject to the conditions set forth in para­
graphs (e) to (g) following. 

(e) The chief officer of every department, any of whose officers or employes use their 
own automobiles in work for the state, shall file with the secretary of state a list of all per­
sons in his department who are authorized to use personal automobiles. 

(f) The provisions of this section relating to the allowance for the use of a personal 
automobile shall apply als(') to members of county boards and to county employes, any 
part of whose salary or expenses are paid, directly or indirectly, by the state. 

(ff) For travel between points convenient to be reached by railroad or bus without un­
reasonable loss of time the allowance for the use ofa personal automobile shall not exceed 
the railroad or bus fare between such points. 

(g) All allowances for the use of a personal automobile shall be paid upon the certifica­
tion of the amounts payable by the head of the department to the secretary of state. [1931 
c. 63,373; Spl. S. 1931 c. 10 s. 3; 1935 c. 164; 1937 c. 51,181 s. 3; 1937 c. 2'84, 349; Spl. S. 
1937 c. 8, 9; 1939 c. 12, 410, 412, 413, 435, 469; 1939 c. 517 s. 2] 

Note: Provisions of chapter 373, Laws 
1931, regulating allowance for use of per­
sonal automobile by county employes any 
part of whose salary is paid directly or in­
directly by state, apply to superintendent 
of county tuberculosis sanatorium. 20 Atty. 
Gen. 821. 

Subsection (6) (f) applies to use of per­
sonal automobile by county supervising 
teacher. 20 Atty. Gen. 1203. 

Conservation director, in appointing em­
ployes, designating their titles and fixing 
compensation, must keep within range pre­
scribed by personnel board. 25 Atty. Gen. 17. 

14.72 Emergency board. There is constituted an emergency board to be composed of 
the governor, who shall be the chairman of the board, the chairman of the senate finance 
committee and the chairman of the assembly finance committee. The legislative members 
shall be paid a per diem o.f ten dollars for each day actually devoted to the discharge of 
the duties of the board or of any special duties performed at the request of the governor, 
except while the legislature is in session, and shall be reimbursed their actual and neces­
sary expenses, from the appropriation made in section 20.74. Regular meetings shall be 
held quarterly, except during quarters in which no requests for allotments are filed with 
the governor, and special meetings shall be held upon call of the governor. The board 
may employ such assistants '-as it may deem necessary and fix their compensation, on the 
same basis as employes of the executive department. [1931 c. 67 s.142; 1933 c. 406 s. 1] 

14.73 Insuring state vehicles. The several departments, boards and commissions 
of the state government are authorized to secure public liability, property damage and 
fire, theft and windstorm insurance for the protection of state automobiles and trucks. The 
cost of such insurance by such departments, boards and commissions shall be audited and 
paid in the same manner as other departmental expense. [1937 c. 207] 

14.75 Commission on interstate co-operation. (1) There is created a commission on 
interstate co-operation to consist of three senators and three assemblymen, who shall be 
appointed as are standing committees in the respective houses at the commencement of 
each regular session of the legislature, and three state officials to be designated by the 
governor. The governor shall serve as an ex officio, nonvoting member of the commission. 
Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as original appointments are made, but all 
vacancies occurring while the legislature is not in session shall be filled by the governOl", 
Members shall continue to serve until their successors are appointed. The commission shall 
elect one of its members chairman and one secretary. 

(2) It shall be the function of the commission on interstate co-operation: 
(a) To carry forward the participation of this state as a member of the council of 

state governments. 
(b) To encourage and assist the legislative, executive, administrative, and judicial offi­

cials and employes of this state to develop and maintain friendly rela,tions by correspond­
ence, by conference, or otherwise, with officials and employes of other states, the federal 
government, and local units of government. 

(c) To promote co-operation between this state and other units of government when-
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ever it seems advisable to do so. b3:" formula~ing proposa~s for, ;and by facilitating the 
adoption of compacts, the neg~tIatIOn of umform or r:eClprocal agreements, either for 
administrative rules and regulatIOns or for the co-o'per~tIOn of g.o':ernmental officials, and 
any other suitable pro~ess, and all su?h acts .as will, m the °Plll~on of this commission, 
enable this state to do Its proper part m formmg a more perfect u.:::t:tion among the various 
governments in the union. . 

(d) To designate by its chairma~ one o~ more of Its members a.:r other state officials to 
represent this state in conference wIth offiCIals of othe:r; states or U nits of government for 
the purposes set forth in paragraph (c), all such appomtments of conferees to be subject 
to the approval of the governor. Each such conference shall be fully reported to the com­
mission, which shall in turn make reports of such c?nferences to ~l:ie governor and to the 
legislature. The commission shall prepare !ind subm~t 3; report of 11:s activities and recom­
mendations to the governor and to the legIslature ":lthm fi~teen d~ ys after the convening 
of each regular legislative se~sion an~ a~ such other tImes .as It deem~ appropriate. 

(3) The members of saId commISSIOn shall serve.wlthout cOlllpensation but shall be 
reimbursed for their actual and necessary expenses III the perfo1:'J:nance of their duties. 
[1937 c . .273] . 

14.76 Commissioners on uniform state laws. The reVIsor of :statutes and the chief 
of the legislative reference library shall represent this state. in the national conference 
of commissioners on uniform state laws. Th!'ly sh::tll examme s"Qbjects on which uni­
formity of legislation in the di~erent st~te~ IS desIrable; ascert~in the best means to 
effect uniformity; co-operate WIth com~lll~sIOners of ot~er stateii'; in the consideration 
and draftinO' of uniform acts for submIsSIOn to the legIslatures of the several states' 
and prepar: bills adapting such uniform acts to our statutes fQ:r introduction in th~ 
legislature. [1941 c. 173] 




