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53.01 Names of prisons. The penitentiary at Waupun is named “Wisconsin State
Prison.” The medium security penitentiary near Fox Lake is named “Wisconsin Correc-
tional Imstitution.” The penitentiary at Taycheedah is named “Wisconsin Home for
Women.” The penitentiary at Green Bay is named “Wisconsin State Reformatory.”
The institutions named in this section, the Wisconsin correctional camp system and
the Wisconsin correctional reception and treatment center, when established pursuant
to s. 46.043, are state prisons.

History: 1961 c. 637; 1965 c. 520.

53,02 Jurisdiction and extent of state prisons; service of process therein, (1)
‘WISOONSIN STATE PRISON. For all purposes of discipline and for judicial proceedings,
the Wiseonsin state prison and the precincts thereof shall he deemed to he in Dodge
county, and the courts of that county shall have jurisdiction of all erimes committed within
the same. FEvery activity conducted under the jurisdiction of and by the prison, wherever
located, is a precinet of the prison; and each precinet is part of the prison,

(2) WISCONSIN STATE REFORMATORY. For all purposes of discipline and for judieial
proceedings, the Wisconsin state reformatory and the preecinets thereof shall be deemed
to be in Brown county, and the courts of that county shall have jurisdiction of all erimes
committed within the same. Every activity conducted under the jurisdiction of and by
the reformatory, wherever located, is a precinet of the reformatory; and each precinet is
part of the reformatory.

(3) WiscoNSIN HOME FOR WOMEN. For all purposes of diseipline and for judicial
proceedings, the Wisconsin home for women and the precincts thereof shall be deemed to
be in Fond du Lae county, and the courts of that county shall have jurisdiction of all
crimes committed within the same. Every activity conduceted under the jurisdiction of and
by such home, wherever located, is a preecinet of the home; and each precinet is part of
the home.

(4) WISCONSIN CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION. For all purposes of discipline and for
judicial proceedings, the Wisconsin correctional institution and the precinets thereof are
deemed to be in Dodge county, and the courts of that county shall have jurisdiction of all
crimes committed within the same., HEvery activity conducted under the jurisdiction of and
by the Wisconsin correctional institution wherever located is a precinet of the institution.

(4a) WISCONSIN CORRECTIONAL CAMP SYSTEM. For all purposes of discipline and
judicial proceedings the Wisconsin correctional camp system and precinets thereof shall
be deemed, as to each inmate, to be in the county in which the institution from which the
inmate was transferred is located, and the courts of that county shall have jurisdiction of
all crimes committed within the same. Every activity conducted under the jurisdietion of
and by the Wisconsin correctional camp system wherever located is, as to each inmate,
a precinet of the prison from which he was transferred.

(4m) THE WISCONSIN CORRECTIONAL RECEPTION AND TREATMENT CENTER. For all
purposes of discipline and for judicial proceedings, the Wisconsin correctional reception
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and treatment center designated by the department and the precincts thereof are deemed
to be in the county in which the center is located, and the courts of that county shall
have jurvisdiction of all erimes committed within the same. Every activity, wherever
located, conducted by, and under the jurisdiction of, the Wisconsin correctional recep-
tion and treatment center is deemed to be within a precinet of the center,

{b) SErviCcE OF PROCESS. {a) Service of process may be made on the warden or
guperintendent of any prison named in s. 53.01 as upon any other resident of this state.

(b) Except as provided in par. (a), service of process within any such prison on any
officer or employe or inmate thereof shall be made by the warden or superintendent or
some person appointed by him to serve process.

History:s 1961 c. 637; 19656 c. 520,

53,03 Oath of office; bond. (1) The wardens and the superintendents of the state
prisons shall each take the official oath required by s. 19.01.

(2) They shall each execute the official hond required by seetion 19.01, the amount of
which shall be fixed by the department, with surety or sureties apploved by the depart-
ment.

53.04 Duties of warden and superintendents. -The warden or the superintendent of
each state prison shall have charge and custody of his prison and all lands, belongings,
furniture, implements, stock and _provisions and every other species of property within
the same or pertaining thereto.. He shall enforce the regulations of the department for
the administration of the prison and for the government “of its officers and the discipline
of its inmates.

53.06 Delivery of persons to- prisons, The sheriff shall deliver to the reception
center designated by the department every person convieted in his county and sen-
tenced to the Wisconsin state prisons as soon as may be after sentence, together with
the certificate of conviction. The warden or superintendent shall deliver to the sheriff a
receipt acknowledging receipt of the prisoner, naming him, which receipt the sheriff
ghall file in the office of the clerk who issued the certificate of convietion. When
transporting or delivering a client to the Wlseonsm home for women the sheriff sha,ll
be accompanied by an adult woman, ‘ e

History: 1965 ¢, 520.

53.07 . Maintenance of order, The warden or superintendent shall maintain order;
enforce obedience, suppress riots and prevent escapes. For such purposes he may com-
mand the aid of the officers of the institution and of persons outside of the prison; and
any peison who fails to obey such command shall be punished by imprisonment in the
county jail not more than one year or by a fine not exceeding $500. The warden or super
1ntendent may adopt proper means to capture escaped mmates

53.08 Humane treatment and punishment. ‘The wardens and the supermtendents
and all prison officials shall uniformly ‘treat the inmates with kindness. There shall be no
omporal or other painful and unusual punishment inflicted upon inmates.

' 53.09 .Labor and colmunications., Inmates shall be employed as provided in chapter
56. Communication shall not be allowed between inmates’ and any person out51de the
prison except as preseribed by the prison regulations. ‘

" 53,095 Delivering articles to 1nmate. Any officer or other peison who delivers or
procures to be delivered or has in his possession with intent to deliver to any inmate con-
fined in a state prison or shall deposit or conceal in or about a prison, or the precinets
thereof, or in any vehicle going into the premises helonging to a prison, any article or
thing whatevel, with intent that any inmate confined theréin shall obtain or receive the
same, or who receives from any inmate any article or thing whatever with intent to eonvey
the same out of a prison, contrary to the rules or regulations and without the knowledge
or permission of the warden or superintendent thereof, shall be imprisoned not more than
2 years or fined not exceeding $500.

53.10. Solitary confinement., For violation of the rules of the prison an mmate may
be confined to a solitary cell, under the cave and advice of the physician. .

53.11 Credit for good conduct; forfeiture for bad; parole. (1) The warden or
superintendent shall keep a record of the conduct of each mmate, specifying each infrac-
tion of the rules. Each inmate who shall conduct himself in a proper manner and perform
all the duties required of him shall be entitled to good time or diminution of sentence
aceording to the following table, prorated for.any part of a year: First year, one month;
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second year, 2 months; third year, 3 months; fourth year, 4 months; fifth year, 5 months;
every year thereafter, 6 months.

(2) Any inmate who violates any regulation of the prison or refuses or neglects to
perform the duties required of him shall be subject to forfeiture of any good tinie pre-
viously granted or earned under this chapter, 5 days for the first offense, 10 days for the
second offense and 20 days for the third oi each subsequent offense. Good time so for-
feited shall not be restored. In addition, the department, or the warden or the superin-
tendent, with the approval of the department, may cancel all or part of such good time.

(2a) A parolee earns good time at the rate preseribed in this section. The department
may forfeit all or part of the good time previously earned under this chapter, for violation
of the conditions of parole, whether or not the pavole is revoked for such misconduct.

(3) ‘Whenever, any inmate is committed under several convictions with separate con-
secutlve sentences they shall be eonstrued as one continuous sentence for the purpose’ of
computing good time earned or forfeited under this section, All other sentences, whenever
imposed, shall he deemed first sentences for purpose of computmg good time; but no
moré good time shall be granted for any one year than is specified in subsechon (1), as
modified by section 53.12 (1).
© (4) An inmate may waive his good time.

(5) The time during which an ihmate who escaped is at large shall not be compuued
as time served. ;

'(6) Allowances for good conduct earned in any institution shall be allowed in the
institution to which an inmate may be transferred. .

(7) (a) An inmate or parolee having served the term for which he has been sentenced
for a erime committed after May 27, 1951, less good time earned under this chapter and
not forfeited as herein provided, shall be 1eleased on parole or continued on parole, sub-
jeet to all provisions of law and department regulations relating to paroled prisoners,
urnitil - the expiration of the maximum term for which he was sentenced without deduction
of:such good time, or until discharged from parole by the department, whlchever is sooner.

(b) Any person.on parole under this subsection may be returned to prison as pro-
vided in s. 57.06 (3) or s. 57.07 (2) to serve the remainder of his senterice. He may earn
good time on the balance of such sentence while so in prison, subject to forfeiture thereof
for miseconduct as herein provided. Subject to the approval of the department, he may
again be released on parole thereafter under either this section or s. 57.06 or s. 57.07,
whichever ig applicable. The remainder of his sentence shall be deemed to be the- amount
by which his original sentence was reduced by good time. -

{8) Releases from the prisons, except those under ch, 57, shall be on the Tuesday or
the Wedrnesday preceding the release date.

In (3) the word “‘committed” refers to rel., Hake v. Burke, 21 W (2d) 405, 124 NW

the delivery of the custody of the defendant
at the place of confinement pursuant to a
sentence or sentences and to the time when

one who is sentenced becomes an inmate.

of the prison, and it makes no difference in
the application. of the statute whether the
defendant is brought to prison burdened

(2d) 457,

Computation of mandatory parole and
conditional release time discussed.: State
ex rel. Stenson v. Schmidt, 22 W (2d) 314
1256 NW (2d) 6

An inmate released on parole in a .con-
ditional release status is not entitled to

hearing, with advice of counsel, prior to
irexé(z)(cia;.tlon of parole Hughes v. Burke, 334

with or because of several convictions by
one court or because of several convictions
by;one court and one by another. K State ex

53.12 Credit for diligence; earnings; reward of merit, (1) In addition to the eredit
for good conduet prescribed in section 53.11, every inmate whose diligence in labor or
study surpasses the general average is entltled to a diminution of time at the rate of one
day for each 6 days during which he shows such diligence. The diminution shall be made
under the rules of the departmenf

(2) The department may provide by 1'ules for the payment of wages to inmates. The
rate of such wages may vary for different prisoners in accordance with the pecuniary

value of the wmk performed, willingness, and good behavior.

(3) If by continued good conduet, diligence or otherwise, an inmate surpasses the
general average, the department may provide by rules to compensate him therefor by the
allowance of money.

(4) Money accruing under this seetion remains under the control of the department,
to be used for the benefit of the inmate or his family or depéndents, under rules pre-
seribed by the department as to time, manner and amount of dishursements.

History: 1963 c. 346, -

53.13 Property of inmates; donations and transportation on discharge. The money
and effects (except clothes) in possession of an inmate when admitted to the prison shall
be preserved and shall be restored to him when discharged. When released on discharge
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or parole he shall be given adequate clothing and $10 in money in addition to transporta-.
tion or the means to procure transportation from the prison to any place in this state.
If released on parole the $10 shall be given under rules promulgated by the department.

53.14 Property of deceased inmates, parolees or probationers, disposition. When
an inmate of a prison or a parolee of an institution or a person on probation to the state
department of public welfare dies leaving an estate of $150 or less in the trust of the
warden, the superintendent or the director of the state department of public welfare,
such warden, superintendent or director shall make effort to determine whether or not
such estate is to be probated. If probate proceedings are not commenced within 90 days,
the warden, the superintendent or the director is authorized and directed to turn over the
money or securities in higs hands to the nearest of kin as evidenced by the records of the
ingtitution and the department.

53.15 Activities off grounds. The wardens and superintendents of the state prisons
may take inmates away from the institution grounds for rehabilitative act1v1tles ap-
proved by the department and directly supervised by institution personnel.

History: 1963 c. 349,

53.17 Register of inmates,. When any inmate is received into any state penal insti-
tution the department shall register the date of admission, the name, age, nativity and
nationality and such other faets as may be obtained as to parentage, education and pre-
vious history and environments of such inmate. Entries shall be made on the register of
the progress made by each inmate and his parole and his condition at the time of parole
and the progress made by him while on parole,

53.18 Transfers of inmates. (1) Inmates of a prison may be transferred and
retransferred to another prison by the department.

(2) Inmates of the Milwaukee county house of correction may be transferrved to a
state prison. If any county discontinues its house of coneetlon, inmates at the time of
such discontinuance may be transferred to the state prison or to the county jail of the
county as the commitment indicates.

(4) With each person transferred to a state prison from another institution, the
warden. or superintendent of such other institution shall transmit the original conumtment
and the institutional record pertaining to such person.

(3) Any person who is legally transferred by the department to a penal institution
shall be subject to the same statutes, regulations and discipline as if he had heen originally
sentenced to that institution, but the transfer shall not change the term of sentence.

Mistory: 1965 c. 218,

53.19  Temporary detention of inmates. The department may use any of its facil-
ities for the temporary detention of persons in its custody.
History: 1963 c. 348,

53.20 Uniforms for correctional officers, The department shall furnish and, from
time to time veplace, a standard uniform to be preseribed by the department ineluding
jtems of clothing (not including overcoats), shoulder patches, caps, lapel insignia, and
badge to each correctional officer in the department who is required to wear such standard
uniform.

History: 1961 c. 314,

53.30 Definition of jail. As used in ss. 53.30 to 53.43, the word “jail” includes
nmunicipal prisons and rehabilitation facilities established by s. 59.07 (76) by whatever
name they are known.

History: 1961 c. 540.

53.31 Use of jails. The county jail may be used for the detention of persons charged
with erime and committed for trial; for the detention of persons committed to secure
their attendance as witnesses; to imprison persons committed pursnant to a sentence or
held in custody by the sheriff for any cause authorized by law; for the detention of
persons sentenced to imprisonment in state penal institutions or the Milwaukee county
house of eonecnon, until they are removed to said institutions; for the temporary deten-
tion of persons in the custody of the department; and for othel detentions authonzed by
law.

53.32 Location of jails restricted. No jail, lockup or temporary place of confizie-
ment shall be erected within 300 feet of any publie, private or parochial school or school
of voeational and adult edueation building or building used regularly or principally for
school purposes, exeept-that the distance from a school of voeational and adult education
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may be reduced to 150 feet if the jail proper and the entrance thereto are shielded from
view from the school property. Such distances shall be measured via the shortest dis-
tance along the street or highway.

History: 1961 c. 200.

63.33 Maintenance of prisoners in county jail. The maintenance of persons who
have been sentenced to the state penal institutions, persons in the custody of the depart-
ment, persons accused of crime and committed for trial, persons committed for the non-
payment of fines and expenses, and persons sentenced to imprisonment therein, while in
the county jail, shall be paid out of the county treasury; but no claim shall be allowed to
any sheriff for kéeping or boarding any person i in the county jail unless he was lawfully
detained therein.

Cross Reference: 62,24 (2) (b) makes city liable for keep of person conﬁned in county
jail for violation of city ordinance.

53.34 Use of jail of another county. Courts, magistrates and officers of any county
having no jail may sentence, commit or deliver any person to the jail of any other county
as if such jail existed in the11 own county; and the sheriff of such other county shall re-
ceive and keep the prisoner in all respects as if committed from his county; but the cost
of such keep shall be paid by the county from whlch the prisoner was sentenced, com-
mitted or delivered.

Cross Reference: See 959.06 for similar provision.

53.35 Removal of prisoners in emergency, In an emergency and for the safety of
prisoners in any jail, the sheriff or other keeper may remove them to a place of safety
and there confine them so long as necessary. If any county jail is destroyed or is insecure
for keeping prisoners, the sheriff may remove them to some other county jail, where they
shall be received and kept as if committed thereto, but at the expense of the county from
which they were removed. An indorsement on the commitment of a prisoner, made by the
sheriff in charge of such prisoner, directed to the sheriff of another county, shall be au-
thority for the latter to hold the prisoner.

53.36 Segregation of prisoners. All jails shall be provided with suitable wards or
buildings for the separation of eriminals from noneriminals; persons of different sexes;
and persons alleged to be mentally 1ll. All prisoners shall be kept segregated accordingly.

3,37 Maintenance of jail and. care ‘of prisoners. (1) The sheriff or other keeper
of a jail shall constantly keep it clean and in a healthful condition and pay striet atten-
tion to the personal cleanliness of the prisoners and shall cause the clothing of each pris-
oner to be properly laundered. He shall furnish each prisoner with clean water, towels
and bedding. He shall serve each prisoner 3 times daily with enough well-cooked, whole-
some food. The county board shall prescmbe an adequate diet for the prisoners in the
county jail.

(2) Neither the sheriff or other keeper of any jail nor any other person shall give,
sell or deliver to any prisoner for.-any cause whatever any spirituous liquor or wine or
cider or beer unless a physician certifies in. writing that the health of the prisoner requires
it, in which cage he may be allowed the quantity prescribed.

(3) ‘The county or municipality shall furnish its jail with necessary bedding, clothing,
toilet faecilities, light and heat for prisoners.

(4) The sheriff or other keeper of a jail is authorized to use without compensation the
labor of those sentenced .to actual confinement in the ecounty jail in the maintaining of,
and the housekeeping of the jail, including the property on which it stands. Any prisoner
who escapes while working on the grounds outside the jail enclosure shall be punished as
provided in s. 946.42,

53.375. Giving liquor to prisoners; mmglmg sexes.  Any sheriff, jailer or keeper of
any prison or any other person who shall sell, give or deliver to any prisoner, or wilfully
or neghgently permit any such. prisoner to have any spirituous or intoxicating liquor,
and any prisoner who shall use such liquor, in violation of s. 53.37 (2), or who shall have
in his possessmn in the precinets .of any prison, with intent to sell, give or deliver the
same to some prisoner, such spirituous or lntoxmatmg liquor, or who shall place or keep
together or knowingly permit to be kept together prisoners of different sexes, shall be
punished by fine not exceeding $100, or by imprisonment in the county jail not less than
30 days nor more than 6 months.

53.38 Medical care of: prlsoners. If a prisoner needs medical or hospital care the
sheriff or other keeper of the-jail shall provide such care and may transfer him to a hos-
pital, making provision-for the security of the prisoner, The costs of medical and hos-
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pital care outside of the jail shall (if the pnsoner is unable to pay for it) in the case of
persons held under the state criminal laws or for contempt of court, be borne by the
county and in the case of persons held under municipal ordinance by the municipality.
The governmental unit paying such costs of medical or hospital care may colleet the value
of the same from him or his estate as provided for in section 49.08,

53.39 Freedom of worship; religious ministration.. In so far as practicable, the
provisions of section 46.066 shall apply to county jails.

- 53.40 Dlscxpllne' solitary confinement. For violating the rules of the jall an 1n-
mate may be kept in solitary conﬁnement under the care and adee of a physician, but
not over 10 days. : , ‘

53.41 Jail matrons, Whenever there is a female prlsoner in any jail there shall
be a matron on duty who is wholly responsible to the sheriff or keeper for the custody,
cleanhness, food and care of such prisoner. :

53.42 Jaller constantly at Jaul There shall be a keeper or custodlan or attendant
present at every jail whﬂe there is a prisoner therein. .

53.43 Good time. Every inmate of a county jail is entitled to a diminution of h1s
sentence in the amount of one-fourth of his term for good behavior if sentenced to at least
4 days, but fractions of a day shall be ignored. An inmate who violates any law or any
regulation of the jail, or negleets or refuses to perform any duty lawfully required of
him, may be deprived by the sheriff of such good time, except that the sberiff shall not
deprive him of more- than 2 days good tlme for any one offense Wlthout the approval of
the court. v

b3.44 Co-operation between counties regarding female prisoners. TWo or more
counties may agree pursuant to s. 66.30 for the co-operative use of the jails of any of
them for the detention or imprisonment of females before, during, and after trial and for
sharing the expense thereof without reference to s. 53. 34. The sheriffs of such counties
shall lodge female prisoners in any Jall ‘anthorized by such agreement and shall indorse
the commitment, if any, as provided in s. 53.35 in case detention or 1mpr1sonment is in
the jail of another _county, Only JallS ‘approved by the state department of public wel-
fare for the detention of female prisoners may be used pursuant to such agreement. The
sheriff of the county of arrest shall transport the prlsoner to. and from court and to any
other institution whenever necessary. - .

History: 1961 c, 21, : :






