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45.01 G.A.R. memorial hall; space for.
The department of administration shall provide
suitable rooms in the capitol and properly pre-
pare them for the purpose of a memorial hall,
designated as the G.A R. memorial hall, dedi-
cated to the men and women of Wisconsin who
served in the armed forces of the United States
in the civil war of 1861 to 1865 or in any subse-
quent wars, as enumerated in s. 45.35 (5) (a) to
(g), and the department of veterans affairs shall
operate and conduct such memorial hall.

45.02 Memorial collection. The battle flags

of Wisconsin units serving in the nation’s wars, -

and all relics and mementos of such wars do-
nated to or otherwise acquired by the state for
display in the G.A.R. memorial hall shall con-
stitute the memorial collection. The department
of veterans affairs shall catalog and identify all
war relics and mementos of the memorial col-
lection, restore, preserve and safeguard such
items, procure additions to such collection, pro-
vide proper display equipment, and to so dis-

play such collection as to make it instructive '

and attractive to visitors to the state capitol.

45.03 Veterans organizations, headquar-
ters. The department of veterans affairs shall
provide space in the memorial hall for the
Grand Army of the Republic, department of
Wisconsin, and the United Spanish War Veter-
ans, department of Wisconsin, and shall pro-
vide necessary- office furniture in such space for
such purposes, and shall furnish necessary sta-

tionery and other office supplies for such head-
quarters on the proper voucher of the elected
administrative officer of each such organiza-
tion.

45.04 Superintendent. To carry out the
purposes of ss. 45.01 to 45.04, the secretary of
veterans affairs shall appoint, with the approval
of the board of veterans affairs, a superintend-
ent of the memorial hall for a term of 4 years
outside the classified service.

45.05 County and municipal memorials.
(1) Any city council, village, town or county
board may by gift, purchase, contract or con-
demnation acquire property, real or personal,
for the purpose of providing, furnishing, con-
structing, erecting, repairing, maintaining, or
conducting a suitable memorial to the memory
of former residents thereof who lost their lives
in the military or naval service of the state or of
the United States, or to commemorate and
honor the deeds of persons, residents thereof, or
of the state or United States, who served the
nation in any war, or other persons who ren-
dered great state or national service, or to the
memory of any president of the United States,
or for a combination of any of such purposes,
which are hereby declared to be public pur-
poses.

(2) Such memorial shall be of such character
as shall be determined by the governing body of
such city, village, town or county, and without
limitation because of enumeration, may com-
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prise. a public building,. hospital, sanitarium,
home for the aged or indigent, park, recreation
facility, community forest or other suitable ob-
ject having a public purpose

(3) Any city council, town, village or county
board may appropriate money and may levy a
tax in order to acquire, pay for, construct, erect,
furnish, equip, operate, repair, maintain or re-
construct a suitable memorial for the purpose or
purposes provided in this section.

(4) Any city council or village, town or county
board may authorize the use of any public prop-
erty respectively of such city, village, town or
county as a site for a memorial, and any county
may authorize its public property to be so used
by any city, village or town therein.

(5) Any city council, village, town or county
board may by ordinance or contract provide for
the management, control or operation of any
memorial, and it may enter into a written lease,
for a term not exceeding 25 years, with any duly
chartered and incorporated veterans’ organiza-

" tion established in said town, city or village, such

lease to include. provisions for the amount of

rental and such condltlons of pubhc use as it
may determine.

(6) Any county, city, village or town that has
previously taken action toward the establish-
ment of a monument or memorial under the
statutes of 1943 or prior statutes may continue
under such previously existing statutes or may
proceed under this section.

45.052 - Memorial corporations organized
under 1919 act. (1) ADDITIONAL POWERS OF
GOVERNING ‘BODY. Any commission or board
of trustees which governs a corporation organ-
ized to construct a memorial under s. 45.057
(5), statutes of 1919 to 1943 (created by ch. 598,

laws of 1919, and repealed by ch. 301, laws of

1945), shall have the following powers in addi-
tion to those it now has:

(a) All powers vested in the members of such
corporation by the articles of incorporation or
bylaws, in¢luding the power to amend the arti-
cles of incorporation.

(b) The powers set forth in s. 181.04 and all
other applicable provisions of ch. 181.

©n may convey any property under its con-
trol to any municipality and lease it back under
terms agreed upon by the commission or board
and the municipality.

(d) It shall have a membership composed of 5
residents of the city, village or town in which the
memorial is located, one appointed by the com-
mon council of the city, village board or town
board of said city, village or town, and 4 by the
county judge of the county in which the memo-
rial is located. The commission or board may
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appoint 2 additional members who are residents
of this state. The terms of all members shall be
5 years. In order that terms of members may
expire at different times not more than 2 mem-
bers shall be appointed in any one year in addi-
tion to appointments made to fill vacancies
occurring by resignation or death. Members
shall hold office until their successors are ap-
pointed and qualify.

(e) It may dissolve the corporation and dis-
pose of the real and personal property of the
corporatlon in a manner which it deems will best
serve the purposes for which it was organized
and the interests of the community.

(2) CONFIRMING EXISTENCE AND OPERA-
TION. Notwithstanding the repeal of s. 45.057,
statutes of 1943, by chapter 301, laws of 1945,
the continuing existence of all commissions,
boards and corporations organized under s.
45.057 (5) is affirmed, and the continuing oper-
ation of such commissions, boards and corpora-
tions is ratified as to the past and authorized in
the future.

45.055 Joint memorials. Any city council
or village, town or county board may contract
with or make an appropriation, or both, to any
other unit of government or to any nonprofit
corporation without capital stock organized ex-
pressly for any of the purposes of s. 45.05 or to
any duly chartered and incorporated veterans’
organization established in any such city, vil-
lage, town or county, and for the purpose of
raising funds for such memorial purposes or
contributions, may levy taxes upon the taxable
propexty of such unit of government not ex-
ceeding 5 mills on the dollar in all which said
taxes may be spread over a period of 5 years, or
borrow ‘money and issue the bonds of the re-
spective municipalities therefor in the manner
and under the regulations provided by ch. 67;
provided that the facilities of such memorial are
made available to the residents of the govern-
mental unit making such appropriation to the
extent that the governing body of the govern-

mental unit may réquire.

45.058 Memorials in populous counties.
(1) Any county having a population of 500,000
or.more may establish and maintain a memorial
or- memorials-under ss. 45.05 and 45.055 by
agreement between the county board of such
county and any nonprofit private corporation
without capital stock organized under the laws
of this state (except as in this section provided)
expressly for any of the purpeses of s. 45.05
located in such county.

(2) The board of directors of such corporatlon
shall be designated as the “memorial board”,
and its members shall be styled “trustees”. The
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membership of the memorial board may include
special members, who need not be members of
the corporation:

(3) The memorial board shall consist of 15
members; of whom 8 may be special members to
be elected as provided in this section; and the
remaining members shall be elected from the
membership of the corporation.

(4) Special members of the memorial board
shall be elected by the county board of such
county and consist of:

- (a) Four members from the county board, and
"(b) Four members elected from among the
residents of the county. ‘

(5) Terms of members of the memorial board
shall be:

(&) For special members:

1. Members elected from the county board
shall be elected at the first meeting of the county
board following each county board general elec-
tion and their terms shall commence on that
date. They shall hold office during their terms
on the county board and until their successors
are elected and qualified.

2. Members elected from among the residents
shall hold office for 4 years and until their suc-
cessors are elected, except that the first 4 such
members shall be chosen for 1, 2, 3 and 4 years,
respectively. ’

3, Any vacancy in such special membership
shall be filled by the county board for the unex-
pired term, and until a successor is elected and
qualified. .

(b) For elected members from the corporate
membership: The terms of such trustees shall be
for such numbers of years that those of an equal
number, as nearly as may be, shall expire in 2,
3, and 4 years, and successive terms of 4 years
each thereafter and until their successors are
elected and qualified.

(6) The articles of incorporation of the corpo-
ration shall provide originally or by amendment,
in addition:to other necessary provisions, and as
permitted by this section, for the classification of
the members of the corporation, for the election
of trustees proportionately -from and by such
classifications, for the terms of the members of
the corporation and for the officers, their duties,
and the terms thereof to be elected from the
membership.

(7) Any such war memorial may be con-
structed upon ‘any land ceded before July 15,
1953 by this state’ to any municipality in this
state notwithstanding any restrictions, 'limita-
tions or conditions as to the nature of the use of
any such land contained in the legislative act,
granting the land to any such municipality, and
notwithstanding such restrictions, limitations or
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conditions incorporated in any subsequent con-
veyance of said lands by such municipality.

(8) Any such war memorial may be con-
structed in any public park and the use of such
park lands as a location for a war memorial shall
not be deemed to be inconsistent with the use of
the same for park purposes. However, no war
memorial shall be constructed in a public park
until the park commission or park board having

jurisdiction of such park shall approve the same.

The county board of any county may authorize
the construction of a-war memorial at different
intervals of time if the proposed memorial con-
sists of more than one building or structure and
any county board subsequently elected shall
carry into effect any contract authorized by s.
45.055 entered into on behalf of such county for
the construction or maintenance of such a war
memorial: The construction, maintenance and
operation of a war memorial in a county park
shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the county
board and no part of the cost thereof shall be
charged against the funds of the park commis-
sion or park board of such county.

45.06 Rooms furnished by county or mu-
nicipality. The action of any county board or
municipality, or department thereof, in grant-
ing veterans organizations or any other civic,
patriotic, educational or historical society,
rooms and space within public buildings for the
establishment of memorial halls and museums,
and occupancy thereof by its members, is au-
thorized and confirmed. Such county board or
municipality may permit the use and occupancy
of such rooms and space for such term and sub-

ject to conditions and provisions‘as may be im-

posed by them. Any contract, lien or agreement
between said county board, municipality or de-
partment thereof ‘and any such organization
now in force shall continue in force according
to the terms thereof.

45.066 . Memorial trees along highways.
No person shall cut or trim any tree planted
along any federal or state trunk highway as a
memorial to the men and women who served in
the armed. forces of the United States in time of
war, without the written permission of the high-
way commission. Violations of this section shall
be punishable by a fine of not less than $10 nor
more than $200 or by imprisonment for not
more than 30 days or both: Nothing in this sec-
tion shall interfere with the rights of abutting
property owners in such trees.

45.10° County tax for needy veterans. Ev-
ery. county board shall annually levy, in addi-
tion to all other taxes, a tax sufficient to carry
out the purposes of this section, such tax to.be
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levied and collected as other county taxes for the
purpose of providing aid to needy veterans, the
needy wives, widows, minor and dependent chil-
dren of such veterans and the needy parents of
such veterans. entitled to aid under ss. 45.10 to
45.15, and to.carry out the purposes of ss. 45.16
t0.45.185. Aid may not be denied solely on the
basis that a person otherwise eligible therefor
owns a homestead -which he occupies as such.

45.11 Estimate of amount needed. The
county. veterans’ service commission shall esti-
mate the probable amount required under s
45.10 and shall file such estimate with the
county board prior to the adoption of the
budget at the November session.

45.12 County veterans’ service commis-
sion. (1) Every county judge shall on or before
the 2nd Monday in December appoint 3 resi-
dents of the county, each of whom shall be a
veteran, one of such appointees to serve 3 years,
one to serve 2 years, and one to serve one year
from the date of appointment, as the “County
Veterans’ Service Commission” of such county.

(2) Such commission shall be organized by the
election. of one of their number as chairman.
Said judge after the expiration of the terms of
those first appointed shall annually appoint one
person as a member of such commission for the
term of 3 years. He shall require each member
of the commission and the county veterans’ ser-
vice officer to execute to the county an individ-
ual surety bond, with sufficient sureties to be
approved by the county judge, each such bond
to be in an amount equal to the tax levied in the
current year for expenditure by the commission.
Each such bond shall be filed with the county
clerk. ‘
(3) In counties having a population of 500,000
or more the county executive shall appoint the
“members of the commission subject to confirma-
tion by the county board but the members hold-
ing office on December 14, 1963 shall continue
to hold office until their terms expire. Thereaf-
ter, their appointment shall be for a term of 3
years as. required by sub. (2).

45.13 Records of meetings and investiga-
tions kept by service officer. The county vet-
erans’ service officer. shall serve as executive
secretary of the county veterans’ service com-
mission and all necessary investigations to de-
termine eligibility for-aid under s. 45.10 shall be
made by him or under his direction when so
requested by the commission. The county ser-
vice officer in- making such investigation may
use such facilities for investigating as shall be
made. available by .the county board of such
county.
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45.14 -Commission, examination, aid.
Such commission shall meet at the courthouse
or at such other place as the county board shall

designate on or before the first Monday of Jan-

vary in each year-and at such other times as
may be necessary. The commission may furnish
aid to any person within s. 45.10 if the right of
such person to -aid shall be established to- its

satisfaction. The secretary of the commission

shall make and deposit with the county clerk a
list containing the name, place of residence and
the amount to be paid each such person, which
shall be signed by the chairman and secretary.
The total disbursements made by the commis-
sion shall not exceed the amount collected from
the tax levied. When such lists are filed the
county - clerk shall issue an order upon .the
county treasurer for the sum designated therein
in each case and deliver it to the person entitled
thereto. The commission may furnish aid inia
different manner than by supplying money. The
commission may request the county clerk to is-
sue an order upon the county treasurer to a pur-
veyor of services or commodities for the
purchase of such services or commodities or the
commission may furnish such- supplies as it
deems best. The commission shall make a de-
tailed report to the county board at each annual
session thereof showing the amount expended.

45.15 Commission, compensation. The
county board shall allow the members of the
commission a reasonable rate of compensation
for services and actual expenses incurred in the
performance of their duties to be determined
pursuant to s. 59.15. The county board may
provide for ‘the employment of clerical assist-
ance to the commission.

45.16 Burial allowance. Each county veter-
ans service officer shall cause to be interred in a
decent and respectable manner in any cemetery
in this state, other than those used exclusively
for the burial of paupers, the body of any per-
son who served in any war of the United States,
in the Korean conflict, under section 1 of exec-
utive order 10957, dated August 10, 1961, or
had service which entitled him to receive either
the armed forces expeditionary medal, estab-
lished by executive order 10977 on December 4,
1961, or the Viet Nam service medal estab-
lished by executive order 11231 on July 8, 1965,
and who was discharged under honorable con-
ditions therefrom after 90 days or more of ac-
tive ‘service, in the U:. S. armed forces, or if
having served less than 90:days was honorably
discharged for disability incurred in line of duty
and who was living in such county at the time
of his death, and who dies not leaving sufficient
means to defray the necessary expenses of a de-
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cent burial, or under financial circumstances
which would distress his family to pay the ex-
penses of such burial, and the body of a wife or
widow of any such person who dies not leaving
such means or under the same financial circum-
stances and who was living in such county at the
time of her death, at an expense to the county of
not more than $300 in addition to the burial
allowance payable under laws administered by
the veterans administiation.

45.17 Investigation and report. Such offi-
cers before assuming such charge and expense
shall make a careful inquiry into and examina-
tion of all the circumstances in any such case
for the purpose of ascertaining the existence of
either of the facts required by s. 45.16, and they
shall also report the same to the county clerk of
_their county, ‘setting forth the fact that they
~ found the family of such deceased person in in-
digent circumstances and all the facts on which
they based their action, together with the name,
rank and command to which he belonged, the
date of death, the place where buried, his occu-
pation while living and an itemized statement of
the expenses of such burial.

45.18 Order for expenses; headstone.
The chairman of the board and the clerk of
such county on the receipt of such report shall
draw an order on the county treasurer for the
amount of expenses so incurred, payable to the

~ person designated in the report as being entitled
thereto. The county veterans service officer of
each county shall, upon the death and burial of
any such person living therein at the time of his
death, make application to the proper authori-
ties for a suitable headstone as provided for by
act - of congress, and -at the expense of the
county cause the same to be placed at the head
of -his, grave.

45.185 Care of soldiers’ graves. (1) Every
town board, village board or common council
of every city shall at all times see that the graves
and tombstones of all members. of the armed
forces of the United States, including women’s
auxiliary organizations created by act of con-
gress, who shall at any time have served in any
branch of the armed forces of the United States,
and of the wives or widows of all such members
of the armed forces, receive proper and decent
care,-and may employ all necessary assistance
to carry out this section. The expense-of the
care of such graves and tombstones shall be
borne by the respective counties where the said
graves are located, except where suitable care is
otherwise provided. The amount of expense so
charged the county for such care shall not ex-
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ceed the charge made for the care of other
graves in the same cemetery.

(2) Such bodies shall report to the county
clerk of their respective counties, on or before
September 1 of each year, the respective loca-
tions of the graves so taken care of by them,
together with the name and command to which
every such mémber of the armed forces of the
United States, including women’s auxiliary or-
ganizations created by-act of Congress belonged,
his or her rank at the date of death, and the
amount claimed for such care for a fiscal year
from July 1 to June 30.

(3) The chairman of the board and the clerk
of such county, upon receipt of such report, shall
draw an order on the county treasurer for the
amount of the expenses so incurred, payable to
the person or persons designated in said report
as entitled thereto.

45.21 Registration of certificate of dis-
charge. Every person who has served in the
armed forces of the United States at any time,
and who has been honorably discharged or
given a certificate of service or relieved from
active service may cause to be recorded with the
register of deeds of some county within the
state, in a suitable book to be provided by the
county for that purpose, his or her certificate of
discharge or release, said certificate to be acces-
sible only to such pérson, his dependents, the
county veterans service officer, department of
veterans affairs, or any person with written au-
thorization from the person discharged or his
dependents to see said certificate. The register
of deeds so recording such certificate shall
make no charge for such service, except that in
counties where the register of deeds is under the
fee system and not paid a fixed salary he shall
be paid a fee of 25 cents, by the county, for each
certificate so recorded. The record of any such
certificate heretofore made is hereby legalized

45.27 Preferential rate, Wisconsin gen-
eral hospital. The rate of charges for care and
services at the Wisconsin general hospital to pa-
tients named in s. 142.10 shall be as set forth
therein. Unless such patients elect to be admit-
ted as private patients; all hospital care and all
professional services, including medical, surgi-
cal and laboratory services, shall be included in
the preferential rate so established.

45.30 Commitment of insane person. (1)
(a) Whenever it appears that any person is eligi-
ble for treatment in a U. S. veterans facility and
commitment is necessary for the proper care
and treatment of such person, any court of
record of the county in which the person is
found may, upon receipt of a certificate of eligi-
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bility from the veterans administration, after ad-
judging the person insane in accordance with
law, direct such person’s commitment to the vet-
erans administration for hospitalization in a U
S. veterans facility. Upon admission to any such
facility, the person shall be subject to the rules
and regulations of the veterans administration.
The chief officer of such facility is vested with
the same powers exercised by superintendents of
state hospitals for mental diseases within this
state with reference to the retention, transfer or
parole of the person committed.

(b). Notice of pending commitment proceed-
ings shall be furnished the person to be commit-
ted and his right to appear and defend shall not
be denied. The commitment of a person to a
veterans facility within this state by a judge of or
a court of record of another state under a similar
provision of law has the same force as if such
commitment were made by a court of this state.
After a person has been legally committed to any
hospital or asylum for the insane in this state the
superintendent of such hospital or asylum in any
county having a population of 500,000 or more
or the department of health and social services
when the commitment has been made to any
other such hospital or asylum, upon receipt of a
certificate of éligibility from the veterans admin-
istration evidencing the right of such person to
be admitted to a veterans facility, may transfer
such person to such facility and the cost of the
person’s transportation, together with that of
any necessary attendant, shall be a proper
charge against such person’s care in such institu-
tion. ‘After such transfer the powers granted by
this section to the superintendent of such veter-
ans facility shall be applicable Any person
transferred as provided in this subsection shall
be deemed committed to the veterans adminis-
tration pursuant to the original commitment.

(2) Before adjudging such person insane in
accordance with law, the court, upon the receipt
of-a certificate of eligibility from the veterans
administration, may commit such person to a
veterans administration facility to be detained
for a reasonable length of time, to be fixed by the
court, for the purpose of observation. Whenever
an application to determine insanity is made as
prescribed by s. 51,01, the court shall make such
inquiry as may be necessary and proper to ascer-
tain whether the alleged insane person is eligible
for treatment in a veterans administration facil-
ity, and shall notify the department of veterans
affairs of the pendency of such action and of the
commitment.

45.35 Department of veterans affairs. (1)
Poricy. It is the policy of the state to .give
health, educational and economic assistance to
veterans and their dependents, who are resi-
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dents of this state to the extent and under the
conditions determined by the board within the
limitations hereinafter set forth.

(2) DErFINITION. In this chapter  “board”
means board of veterans affairs.

(3) BoARD FUNCTIONS. The board may pre-
scribe rules necessary to carry out the purposes
of this chapter and the powers and duties con-
ferred upon them. The records and files of the
department of military affairs and of any other
state department or officer shall, upon request,
be made available to the board.

(4) DEPARTMENT STAFF. The secretary shall
appoint under the classified service such per-
sons as are necessary to carry out the policy of
the board and for the proper conduct of the
memorial hall. All persons appointed by the de-
partment shall, if possible, be veterans as de-
fined in sub. (5) and preference shall be given to
disabled veterans.

(5) VETERAN DEFINED; BENEFITS. “Vet-
eran” as used in this chapter, except in s. 45.37
and unless otherwise modified, means any per-
son who served on active duty under honorable
conditions in the U. S. armed forces which ser-
vice entitled him to receive either the armed
forces expeditionary medal, established by exec-
utive order 10977 on December 4, 1961, or the
Viet Nam service medal established by execu-
tive order 11231 on July 8, 1965, or for 90 days
or more during a war period as enumerated be-
low or-under section 1 of executive order 10957,
dated August 10, 1961, or if having served less
than 90 days was honorably discharged for a
service-connected disability or for a disability
subsequently adjudicated to have been service-
connected or died in service, who has been a
resident of this state for at least 10 years next
preceding his application or his death or who
was a resident of this state at the time of his
enlistment or induction into service and is ei-
ther a resident of and living in this state at the
time of making application or is deceased. If the
person had more than one qualifying term of
service, at least one term of service must have
been under honorable conditions or have been
terminated by an honorable discharge. Veterans
who are otherwise eligible and who are serving
on active duty in the U. S. armed forces need
not be living in this state on date of application
to qualify for benefits from the department. The
benefits available to veterans shall also be made
available to the unremarried widows, widowers

“and minor or dependent children of deceased

veterans if such widows, widowers or minor or
dependent children are residents of and living
in this state at the time of making application.
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(a) Indian war: Between 1860 and 1898.

(b) Spanish- American war: Between April 21,
1898, and April-11, 1899.

(c) Philippine insurrection: Between April 12,
1899, and July 4, 1902 (extended to July 15,
1903, if actually engaged in Moro Province hos-
tilities).

(d) Boxer rebellion: Between June 16, 1900,
and May 12, 1901.

(da) Mexican border service: Between June
19, 1916, and April S, 1917.

(e) World War I: Between April 6, 1917, and
November 11, 1918 (extended to April 1, 1920,
if service was in Russia).

(f) World War II: Between August 27, 1940,
and July 25, 1947.

(g) Korean conflict: Between June 27, 1950,
and January 31, 1955.

(5m) DEPENDENT DEFINED. “Dependent” of
a veteran as used in this section and s. 45.351
" includes only:

(a) A wife or husband, an unremarried widow
or widower; or a divorced wife only when receiv-
ing benefits under a court order:

(b) Any child of the veteran under 18 years of
age, or if in full attendance at a recognized
school of instruction, or of any age if incapable
of self-support by reason of mental or physical
defects. “Child” as used in this section means
any natural child, any legally adopted child, any
stepchild or child if a member of the veteran’s
household or any child born out of wedlock if
the veteran acknowledges paternity or the same
has been otherwise established.

(c¢) The natural mother or natural father or a
person to whom the veteran stands in loco pa-
rentis and who has so stood for not less than 12
months prior to veteran’s entrance into active
service.

. (d) A minor sister or minor brother or a
brother or sister of any age if incapable of self-
support by reason of mental or physical defects.

(6) COORDINATION DUTIES. The department
shall coordinate the activities of all state agen-
cies performing functions relating to the medi-
cal, hospital, or other remedial care, placement
and training, educational, economic or voca-
tional rehabilitation of persons who served in
the armed forces of the United States at any
time and who were honorably discharged, in-
cluding such persons with disabilities whether
or not service-connected or war-connected. In
particular it shall coordinate the activities of the
board of vocational, technical and adult educa-
tion, state selective service administration, de-
partment of health and social services,
department of industry, labor and human rela-
tions; department of public instruction, the uni-
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versity of Wisconsin, state universities and
other educational institutions, and all other de-
partments or agencies performing any of the
functions specified, to the end that the benefits
provided in this section may be made available
to veterans as promptly and effectively as possi-
ble:

(7) Con1ACT DUTIES. The department shall
maintain contacts with county veterans’ service
officers and local agencies, the American Red
Cross and veterans’ organizations concerned
with the welfare of veterans and shall contact
and co-operate with federal agencies in securing
for veterans all benefits to which they may be
entitled. :

(72) CLAIMS OF VETERANS, ASSISTANCE.
The department upon request shall assist all
persons residing in. the state having claims
against the United States for pensions, bounty
or back pay, where such claims have arisen out
of or by reason of service in the U. S. armed
forces. To this end it shall cooperate with their
agents or attorneys, advise as to the legality of
claims, furnish all necessary certificates and
certified abstracts from and copies of records
and documents in its office, and in all practica-
ble ways seek to secure speedy and just action
upon all claims now pending or which may
hereafter be filed. It shall also, in cases where it
may be expedient, act as agent or attorney of
record in prosecuting claims for such persons
requesting it to-do so. For any such services
rendered no person in the employ of the depart-
ment shall make any charge or demand or re-
ceive from the said claimants or any of them,
directly or indirectly, any pay or compensation
whatever. It shall provide for registration with
the register of deeds of each county the names
of all persons from such county who died in the
services of the United States during the Span-
ish-American War, Philippine insurrection,
Boxer rebellion, Mexican border service, World
Wars I and II, the Korean conflict or Viet Nam
service.

(8) MINORS’ EXECUTION OF DOCUMENTS;
BENEFRITS EXEMPT FROM EXECUTION. (2) Any
minor who is a veteran and. any minor who is
the wife, widow or child of a veteran may exe-
cute notes, mortgages and other contracts and
conveyances to the department and such notes,
mortgages, contracts and conveyances shall not
be subject to the defense of infancy.

(b) The benefits and aid provided under ss.
45.351 and 45.352 shall not be assignable and
shall be exempt from garnishment and execu-
tion.

(9) VOCATIONAL TRAINING. The department
in cooperation with the department of health
and social services shall make available to disa-
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bled veterans the benefits of vocational training
and guidance, including veterans who have filed
claims for federal rehabilitation benefits and
during the pendency of such claims. In cases
where such claims are allowed and federal reim-
bursement is made to the state, such money shall
be paid into and become a part of the veterans
trust fund.

(10) PLACEMENT OF VETERANS. The depart-
ment in cooperation with the department of in-
dustry, labor and human relations and state
selective service administration or any other
federal, state or local agency shall formulate
and carry out plans for the training and place-
ment of veterans. :

(12) EXPENDITURES. (2) All expenditures for
execution of functions under this section shall
be made from the veterans trust fund as pro-
vided in s. 20.485.

(b) The secretary shall certify to the depart-
ment of administration for payment all aid to
veterans and their dependents authorized under
the rules and regulations of the board and shall
certify or approve and forward to it payrolls and
other-vouchers for other expenditures of the
board authorizéd under such rules and regula-
tions. ' . ‘

(13) GIFTS. (2) The department may receive
money, lands or other gifts in its name for the
benefit of Wisconsin veterans and their depend-
ents, or either, in accordance with policies
adopted by the board. Such money shall be de-
posited in the state treasury and credited to the
veterans trust fund and is appropriated there-
from by s. 20.485 (2) (z) to the department to be
used in accordance with such policies.

(b) The department may also receive moneys
or other gifts and bequests in its name for the
benefit of the G.A.R. memorial hall. All moneys
so received shall be deposited in the state treas-

“ury and credited to the veterans trust fund and
is appropriated therefrom by s. 20.485 (2) (2) to
the department to be used; as far as practicable
in accordance with the wishes of the donors, and
in accordance with the policies adopted by the
board.

(14) . POWERS, DUTIES; FUNCTIONS. The de-

partment shall, without limitation because of

enumeration, also have the following powers,
duties and functions:

(a) To assist in the co-ordination of the state,
county, municipal and private activities relating
to veterans’ housing.

(b) To co-operate.with any and all federal
departments, agencies and independent estab-
lishments relating to veterans’ housing, materi-
als, priorities and finances.

(c) To assist any housing authority, munici-
pality or other private enterprise engaged in sup-
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plying additional veterans’ housing in the
acquisition of materials, finances, legal aid and
compliance with federal rules and regulations.

(d) To utilize the services and facilities of ex-
isting state departments and boards and county
veterans’ service officers. Charges for legal ser-
vices furnished the department by the depart-
ment of justice shall be paid from the
appropriation in s. 20.485 (2) (u).

(¢) To employ such assistants as it deems nec-
essary to carry out its functions.
" (f) To receive money from federal agencies for
the purpose of providing veterans’ housing in
localities throughout the state.

(g) To perform such other duties as specifi-
cally set forth in other sections of the statutes.

(15) LIBERAL CONSTRUCTION INTENDED.
This section and ss. 45.351, 45.352 and 45.37
shall be construed as liberally as the language
permits in favor of applicants. ,

(16) DEFERRAL OF PAYMENTS AND INTER-
EST ON LOANS. When a veteran or a member of
his family makes application for deferment of
payment of monthly instalments and waiver of
interest charges on veterans’ loans made under
this. chapter, showing that the ability of such
veteran to make payment is materially and ad-
versely affected by reason of military service,
the department may, with the approval of the
board; defer payment of monthly instalments
and waive interest charges on veterans’ loans
made under this chapter for the duration of any
period of service in the armed forces of the
United States during a national emergency or in
time of war or under P.L. 87-117 and 6 months
from date of discharge or separation and the
time for payment may be extended for a like
period.

45.351 Economic assistance. (1) The de-
partment may extend to any veteran or any of
his dependents such temporary emergency aid
as it deems advisable to prevent want or dis-
tress. . .

(2) The department may lend any veteran not
more than $2,000 to be used for the purchase of
a business or business. property or the repairing
or adding to his home or business property, the
construction of a garage, the education of him-
self or his children or to provide essential eco-
nomic assistance, where the veteran’s need is
established to the satisfaction of the department
and he is unable to meet that need from his own
resources or available credit upon manageable
terms. The department may prescribe loan con-
ditions, but the. interest rate shall be 3% per
annum and the term shall not exceed 15 years.
Loan expense may be charged to the veteran.
The department may execute necessary instru-
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ments, collect interest and principal, compro-
mise indebtedness, sue and be sued, post bonds
and write off indebtedness which it deems uncol-
lectible. Where any loan under this section is
secured by a real estate mortgage, the depart-
ment may -exercise the rights of owners and
mortgagees generally and the rights and powers
set forth in s. 45.352 (6). Interest and repaid
principal shall be paid into the veterans trust
fund. The department may lend not more than
$2,000 to any veteran’s widow, whether remar-
ried or not, or to the mother of any deceased
veteran’s children for the education of his minor
or dependent child or children if such widow or
mother is a resident of and living in this state on
the date of application.

" (3) The department shall satisfy the loan of
any veteran who has obtained a loan under s.
45.35 (8b) from July 11, 1945, to October 1,
1965, or under this section or who obtains a loan
under this section in the future where such vet-
eran died or dies after July 1, 1963, and before
completing repayment thereof and shall issue a
satisfaction of any security instruments executed
in connection therewith and write off the bal-

ance of principal, interest and costs owing on

such loan upon the date it received confirmation
of the veteran’s.death. Obligation to repay such
a loan shall terminate on the date of the vete-
ran’s death and any payments made thereon to
the department after such date.shall be refunded
to the payor or to his heirs, executor or adminis-
trator from the appropriation in s. 20.485 (2)
(um) upon receipt by the department of an appli-
cation for refund. Nothing in this section em-
powers the department to incur any state debt.

(4) All expenditures for the execution of this
section shall be paid out of the appropriation in
s. 20.485 (2) (um).

45.352 Veterans’ housing loans. (1) “De-
partment” as used in this section means the de-
partment of veterans affairs.

(2) (a) The department may loan not to exceed
$4,000 for the purchase of a mobile home as
defined in s. 66.058 (1) (e) or a home, including
land, housing accommodation, garage and other
improvements, for the construction of a home
including land, housing accommodation and ga-
rage or for the improvement of a housing accom-
modation -and garage, to any veteran making
application therefor and establishing his qualifi-
cations and right to such loan under this section
to the satisfaction of the department. Subject to
such limitation the amount of each loan shall be
fixed by the department with due regard to the
conditions and requirements of the applicant.
Loans granted under this section shall be paid
out of the appropriation in s. 20.485 (2) (y). All
receipts of interest and principal on such loans,
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payments of losses by insurers and any other
collections shall be deposited in the veterans
trust fund.

(b) The department in administering thls sec-
tion is directed to determine that the total cost
to the veteran of any premises to be purchased
or constructed by him does not exceed its mar-
ket value, that the value of the land and non-
housing improvements thereon 1is not
disproportionate to the value of the housing ac-
commodation, that the veteran will not be incur-
ring an excessive indebtedness in view of his
income, and that the veteran requires a loan in
addition to his own funds. If the department
determines that the applications for loans exceed
the funds available, the department shall give
priority to the most necessitous cases and take
all action necessary to spread the available funds
among the maximum possible number of veter-
ans. :

(3) Applications for loans shall be made to the
department and shall be in such form and set
forth such material information as the depart-
ment shall prescribe. Each application for loan
shall be signed by the veteran applying. The de-
partment shall pass upon the merits of each ap-
plication and may disallow the loan applied for
or grant it in whole or in part. Whenever the
application and other information given by an
applicant is not deemed sufficient or satisfactory
for making a determination thereon, the depart-
ment may use such means of availing itself of the
facts as'it may deem practical.

(4) A loan under this section shall be granted
only to a veteran who:

(2) Requires the loan for the purchase, im-
provement or construction of a home for himself
or for himself and his family.

* (b) Is financially able, with the aid of such
loan, to conclude the purchase, improvement or.
construction of such home.

(c) Has available and applies on the total cost
of such home, including land, housing accom-
modation, garage and other improvements, an
amount equivalent to at least 5% of such total
cost. Such amount may consist of money and
other assets, including equity in such home or in
land upon which the housing accommodation is
to be constructed.

(d) Can show to the satisfaction of the depart-
ment that the total cost of the housing accom-
modation including garage, but excluding land
and other nonhousing improvements thereon,
does not exceed $18,000, and in the case of im-
provement loans the total cost. of the housing
accommodation and garage shall be the original
cost plus improvements less normal deprecia-
tion.
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(4a) The department may grant a loan under
this section, to a veteran otherwise eligible here-
under, for the purpose of refinancing existing
housing indebtedness or increasing an existing
department housing loan when satisfied as to the
need therefor.

(4b) Those veterans otherwise qualified for
housing loans under s. 45.35 (5) who remained
in or reentered the active military service after
World War II are eligible for loans made under
this section.

(5) Bach loan made under this section shall be
repaid to the department in equal monthly in-
stalments commencing upon occupancy by the
veteran, and over a period of not to exceed 20
years, with the option to pay additional sums on
any instalment-paying day. Such loan shall bear
intérest at the rate of 3% per annum on unpaid
balances of principal and shall be evidenced by
a promissory, instalment note payable to the de-
partment and executed by the veteran to whom
the loan is made. The department may obtain
guarantees for such loans under the provisions
of section 505 of the servicemen’s readjustment
act. Except as provided in sub. (5a), the note
shall be secured by a mortgage on the real estate
in respect to which the loan is granted. Such
mortgage shall be substantially in the form, con-
tain the covenants and be executed in the man-
ner prescribed in ch. 235 and shall provide for
adequate insurance against loss by fire and wind
and that the premises therein described are free
and clear of all incumbrances whatsoever. But
any such mortgage may be junior and subject to
one prior mortgage, and in such case shall in-
clude an exception as to such prior mortgage,
giving ‘a description thereof. Such mortgage
shall have priority over all liens upon the mort-
gaged premises and the buildings and improve-
ments - thereon, except tax and special
assessment liens, which are filed after the re-

cording of such mortgage.

Note: Chap. 285, laws of 1969, amends sub. (5), effective
July 1, 1971, by substituting “ch. 706 for the reference to
“ch. 235”7,

(5a2) In any exceptional case involving a vet-
eran borrower who is unable to obtain title to the
real estate’ on which his home is located, but
whose application otherwise qualifies under this
section, the department may accept either a
chattel security agreement or an assignment of a
long term lease on' real estate, or both such
agreement and assignment, to secure a note evi-
dencing a loan made under this section.

(6) The department may accept when neces-
sary to protect a mortgage loan, a quitclaim deed
or warranty deed to the mortgaged property in
full satisfaction of the mortgage debt (and there-
upon to satisfy the same); and manage, operate,
lease, exchange; sell and convey, by land con-
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tract, quitclaim deed or warranty deed and grant
easements in any real property acquired by the
department.

(7) The department shall have and exercise
the rights of owners or mortgagees generally.
Any payments or expenses necessary to be made
to. protect the state’s investment shall be made
from the appropriation made by s. 20.485 (2) (y)

(8) The board shall make such necessary rules
and regulations, not inconsistent with law, for
the effective and efficient administration of the
department’s powers, duties and functions un-
der this chapter. Such rules shall be expressly
subject to the authority of the committee for
review of administrative rules created by s.
13.56. '

(9) The department may execute necessary
instruments, collect interest and principal, com-
promise indebtedness, sue and be sued, post
bonds, and write off indebtedness which is
deemed uncollectible. '

(10) Whenever any instalment of principal,
interest or other charge payable under the terms
of a note or mortgage given under this section
becomes delinquent, the department may, upon
application of the mortgagor and by agreement
in writing executed by the parties, extend the
time within which the obligation under such
note and mortgage or any part thereof shall be
paid, reduce the amount of monthly instalments
and provide such other terms and conditions
relative to the time and manner of repaying the
obligation as the department deems necessary
and reasonable in view of all the circumstances
of the case. If the department finds an applica-
tion is made without sufficient cause to justify
granting relief under this subsection it may deny
the same.

(11) MORTGAGE CANCELLATION LIFE IN-
SURANCE. If upon a canvass to be conducted by
the department it is found that not less than
60% of the mortgagors under this section agree
thereto, the department may provide mortgage
cancellation life insurance for any present and
future mortgagors under this section. If it is so
found:

(a) The department shall procure bids for the
purchasing of such insurance in compliance with
the laws governing the purchase and furnishing
of services to state agencies.

(b) Every mortgagor under this section who is
qualified shall be insured.

(c) The insurance shall insure the life of the
mortgagor for the amount of principal and inter-
est due on the state loan, and the state shall be
named the beneficiary. If the mortgagor, at any
time while still owning the property and before
paying off the loan, dies, the insurance shall be
used to pay the balance of the state loan, and the
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director shall issue a satisfaction of the mort-
gage.

(d) The department shall pay the premiums
from the appropriation made by s. 20.485 (2) (y)
and require the mortgagors to repay their pro-
rata share of the premiums at such times and in
such amounts as shall be determined by the de-
partment.

45.353 Grants to veterans organizations.
(1) In this section:

(a) “State veterans organization” means a
state organization or department of a national
veterans organization, which national organiza-
tion is incorporated by an act of congress.

(b) “Regional office” means the veterans ad-
ministration regional office in Wisconsin.

(2) Upon application the department shall pay
to any state veterans organization, which estab-
lishes that it, or its national organization, or
both, has maintained a full-time service office at
the regional office for at least 5 of the 10 years
preceding the date of application, a sum equal to
25% of all salaries and travel expenses paid duz-
ing the previous fiscal year specified under sub.
(3) by such state veterans organization to em-
ployes engaged in veterans claims service and
stationed at such regional office, except that the
sum paid to each such state veterans organiza-
tion anhually shall not be less than either $2,500,
or the amount of salaries and travel expenses
paid by such state veterans organization to em-
ployes stationed at such regional office, which-
ever is less, nor more than $7,500.

(3) Application by any such state veterans or-
ganization shall be filed annually with the de-
partment for the 12-month period commencing
on April 1 and ending on March 31 of the year
in which it is filed. An application shall contain
a statement of salaries and travel expenses paid
to.employes engaged in veterans claims service
maintained at the regional office by such state
veterans organization covering the period for
which application for a grant is made, which
statement has been certified as correct by an
accountant certified under ch. 442 and sworn to

as correct by the adjutant or principal officer of

the state veterans organization. The application
shall also contain the state organization’s finan-
cial statement for its last completed fiscal year
and such evidence of claims service activity as
the department requires. Sufficient evidence
shall be submitted with an initial application to
establish that the state veterans organization, or
its national organization, or both, has main-
tained a full-time service office at the regional
office without interruption throughout 5 years
out of the 10-year period immediately preceding
such application. Subsequent applications must
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be accompanied by an affidavit by the adjutant
or principal officer of such state veterans organi-
zation stating that a full-time service office was
maintained at the regional office by such state
veterans organization, or by such state organiza-
tion and its national organization, for the entire
12-month period for which application for a

grant is made.
Note: Sub. (3) is printed as amended by Chaps. 336 and
443, laws of 1969.

(4) The board may establish such rules as are
necessary to administer this section.

45.355 Biennial study of fiscal needs for
veterans’ housing. Biennially the joint finance
committee of the legislature shall study and re-
view the fiscal requirements for veterans’ hous-
ing loans and the condition of the veterans trust
fund and thereupon shall make report thereon
to the legislature with a view to recommending
proper appropriations to adequately. provide for
such loans. All appropriations made by the leg-
islature for veterans’ housing loans pursuant to
recommendations so made by the joint finance
committee shall be from the veterans trust fund
or the general fund or both, as the needs may
require.

45.36 Release of information and records
by the department of veterans affairs and
county veterans service offices. (1) DEFINI-
TIONS. In this section:

(a) “Department” means the department of
veterans affairs.

(b) “Service office”” means a county veterans
service office.

(2) SEPARATION DOCUMENTS. . Separation
documents and copies  thereof evidencing ser-
vice in the armed forces of the U. S. are confi-
dential and - privileged. Examination of-such
records in the possession of the department or
service office will be limited to authorized em-
ployes of the department or service office and
information entered thereon will be disclosed
only to veterans and their duly -authorized rep-
resentatives or to interested governmental agen-
cies for the purpose of assisting veterans and
their dependents to obtain the rights and bene-
fits to which they may be entitled.

(3) VEIERANS ADMINISTRATION RECORDS.
Records and papers in the possession of the de-
partment or service office which are released to
the department or service office by or from the
veterans administration or which contain infor-
mation provided by-the veterans administration
are. confidential. Release of information from
such records or papers may be made only pur-
suant to veterans administration regulations.

(4)- INVESTIGATION. All reports of investiga-
tion made by employes of the department or at
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the direction of the department for official de-
partmental purposes are for the use of the direc-
tor and his staff only. Materials and information
which disclose the investigative techniques of
the department or the identity of confidential
informants and material received in confidence
by representatives of the department will not be
released..

(5) DISCLOSURE OF MONETARY BENEFITS.
The department shall disclose to any person
who requests such information the amount of
any grant or loan made by the department to
any applicant. A person seeking such informa-
tion shall be required to sign a statement setting
forth his name, his address, his reason for mak-
ing such request and certifying that he will.-not
use the information obtained for commercial or
political purposes. :

(6) DISCLOSURE OF OTHER INFORMATION.
Except as provided in subs. (2) to (5), all files,
records, reports, papers and documents pertain-
ing to.applications for benefits from the depart-
ment, and- information contained therein, shall
only be releaséd by the department or service
office pursuant to rules of the department. Such
rules must provide for the furnishing of infor-
mation required for. official purposes by any
agency of the U.S. government, any agency of
this_state, any law enforcement or public wel-
fare agency of any Wisconsin county or munici-
pality, or by members of the state senate and
assembly, and will otherwise provide for release
of personal information pertaining to or con-
tained in any application for benefits, whether
pending or adjudicated, only where authorized
in writing by the applicants or where necessary
to assist applicants in securing veterans benefits
to which they may be entitled or where neces-
sary for the efficient management of loans made
by the department.

45.365 Grand Army home; management.
(1) The department of veterans affairs, hereafter
in this section and in s. 45.37 referred to as the
department, shall operate and conduct the
Grand Army home for veterans at King, here-
after in this section and in s. 45.37 referred to as
the home, and employ a commandant and such
officers, nurses, attendants and other personnel
as may be necessary for the proper conduct of
the home. In compliance with the compensa-
tion plan established pursuant to s. 16.105 (4) it
may recommend to the director of personnel
charges for meals, living quarters, laundry and
other services furnished to employes and mem-
bers of the employes’ family maintained as
such. -All moneys received from every person
for or on account of such services shall be-paid
within one-week after receipt into the general
fund and shall be credited to-the appropriation
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provided for this purpose by ch. 20. Complete
personal maintenance and medical care to in-
clude programs and facilities which promote
comfort, recreation, well-being or rehabili-
tation, shall be furnished all members under the
policy of the department.

(2) The department may acquire, by gift, pur-
chase or condemnation, lands necessary for the
purposes of the home. Title thereto shall be
taken in the name of this state and shall be held
by and for the uses and purposes of said home
so long as used for the present objects and pur-
poses thereof. No payment shall be made out of
the state treasury or otherwise for any such land
until the title has béen examined and approved
by the attorney general: Every such deed of con-
veyance shall be immediately recorded in the
office of the proper register of deeds and thereaf-
ter filed with the secretary of state.

(2a) The department may use moneys appro-

priated pursuant to s. 20.485 (1) (h) to purchase,
erect, construct or remodel buildings, and to
provide additions. and improvements thereto,
and to provide equipment therefor and to pro-
vide materials, supplies and services necessary
for the purposes of the home, and for such ex-
penses as may be necessary and incidental to
acquisition of property pursuant to s. 45.37 (10)
and (11). -
" (2b) The department may accept gifts, be-
quests, grants or donations of money or of prop-
erty from private sources to be administered by
the department for the purposes of the home. All
moneys so received shall be paid into the general
fund and are appropriated therefrom as pro-
vided in s. 20:485 (1) (h).

(3) The commandant and employes desig-
nated by him may summarily arrest all persons
within or upon the grounds of said institution
who are guilty of any offense against the laws of
this state or the rules and regulations governing
said home; and for such purpose the comman-
dant and his deputies have all the power of con-
stables. ‘

(5) The fire department at the home in re-
sponse to emergency fire calls may make runs
and render fire fighting service beyond the con-
fines of the home. ‘

45.37 Who are eligible to membership.
(1). GENERAL STATEMENT. Within the limita-
tions of the facilities of the home, the depart-
ment may admit to membership in the home
persons who meet the qualifications set forth in
this section.

(1a) DEFINITION OF VETERAN. “Veteran” as
used in this -section means any person who
served on active duty undér honorable condi-
tions in the U.S. armed forces who was entitled .
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to receive either the armed forces expeditionary
medal, established by executive order 10977 on
December 4, 1961, or the Viet Nam  service
medal established by executive order 11231 on
July 8, 1965, or for at least one day during a war
period, as defined in s. 45.35 (5) (2) to (g) or
under section. 1 of executive order 10957, dated
August 10, 1961, and who was officially re-
ported missing in action, killed in action or who
died in service, or who was discharged under
honorable conditions therefrom after 90 days or
more of active service, or if having served less
than 90 days was honorably discharged for a
service-connected disability or for a. disability
subsequently adjudicated to have been service
connected, or who died as a result of service-
connected disability.

(2) BASIC ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENIS A
veteran may be admitted to the home if he:

(a) Residence. Was a resident of this state at
the time of entering service with the armed
forces and has been a resident of this state for 5
years next preceding the date of application for
membership. Residence may not be initiated by
residence in a. U. S. veterans administration fa-
cility.

(b) Means test. Is found by the department to
lack adequate means of support for himself and
dependents, and is temporarily or permanently
incapacitated due to physical disability or age
from following any substantially gainful occu-
pation.

(c) Age. Is 50 years of age or over.

(d). Crimes. Has not been convicted of a fel-
ony or of a crime involving moral turpitude or,
if so, has produced sufficient evidence of subse-
quent good conduct and reformation of charac-
ter as to be satisfactory to the department.

(e) Chronic ailments. Is not a chronic alco-
holic, drug addict, psychotic or active tubercu-
losis case. .

(f) Assets. Reports or has total assets under
$1,000, unless the applicant for membership
turns over such assets in excess of $1,000 to the
state for the sole use and benefit of the home.
Property. or any interest therein conveyed or
disposed of by the applicant within 5 years im-
mediately prior to application for admission by
gift or for less than adequate consideration shall
be considered assets upon-admission to the ex-
tent of the value of the gift or to the extent
consideration therefore was inadequate unless
such assets were conveyed to the state or unless
it is determined by the department that the con-
veyance or disposal of such assets had no rela-
tion to prospective. entrance into the home.
Such assets shall be held in escrow by the home
for 60 days, any time during which the appli-
cant may decide to leave the home, and demand
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the assets in escrow less the actual cost of his
care and maintenance, in addition to payments
under sub. (9). If an applicant without legal de-
pendents dies within the 60-day escrow period,
all assets turned over to the state under this
section shall become the property of the state as
of the date of his admission to membership. If
an applicant with legal dependents dies during
such escrow period, the assets in escrow less the
actual cost of his care and maintenance, shall
descend or be distributed to such legal depend-
ents.

(3) EXCEPTIONS TO THE BASIC ELIGIBILITY
REQUIREMENTS: (a) Under 50 years of age. A
disabled veteran under 50 years of age, if other-
wise qualified, may be admitted if unable to.se-
cure: adequate care from the  federal
government.

(b) Nonresident. A veteran who was not a
resident: of this state ‘at the time of his enlist-
ment or induction into service but who is other-
wise qualified for membership may be admitted
if he has been a resident of this state for the 10
years next preceding the date of application.

(4) ADMISSION PRIORITIES. (&) Order of éli-
2ibility of veterans. Applications except in cases
where there is an immeédiate need for physical
care Or economic assistance shall be passed
upon - in order of priority in point of time of
commencement of the military service upon
which the pnvxlege of membership in the home
is based.

~ (b) Basis for eligibility of nonveterans. Wives,
widows and mothers derive their eligibility
from the eligibility of the veteran upon whose
setvice it is based. ,

(¢) Order of priority. The order of priority
for admission to the home shall be as follows:
1. Eligible veterans shall have 1st priority;

2. Wives of eligible veterans shall be given 2nd
priority;

3. Widows of eligible veterans shall be glven
3rd priority;

4. Mothers of eligible véterans shall be given
4th-priority;

5. The department may deviate from this se-
quence upon order of the board in order to pre-
vent the separation of a famlly unit of husband
and wife.

5). ADDITIONAL ELIGIBILITY REQUIRE-
MENTS OF A WIFE OF A VETERAN. A wife of an
eligible veteran is eligible only if she meets the
requirements of sub. (2) (d) to (f) and if:

- (a) Her husband is a member,-or if not a mem-
ber is institutionalized elsewhere because of
physical or mental disability, and she had lived
with such husband not less than 5 years immedi-
ately before making application for membership.
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(b) ‘Separation from such husband necessi-
tated by reason of employment, hospitalization
or because of a physical or mental disability of
either husband or wife shall not be taken to con-
stitute an interruption of such 5-year period.

" (c) A wife of an eligible veteran by virtue of
a bona fide marriage invalidly entered into but
validated prior to application for admission
shall, for the purpose of this subsection and sub.
(6), be considered married to such eligible vet-
eran from the date such invalid marriage was
entered into.

(6)* ADDITIONAL ELIGIBILITY = REQUIRE-
MENTS OF A WIDOW. The widow of a veteran
who was a resident of this state at the time of
his death, is eligible if she meets the require-
ments of sub. (2) (d) to (f) and if she:

(a) Was married to and living with her veteran
husband not less than 5 years immediately prior
to the death of her veteran husband, or was
tnarried to the veteran at the time he entered the
service and was widowed by the death of her
spouse in the service or as a result of physical
disability incurred during such service, or the
period during ‘which she was married to and
lived with her spouse plus the period of her wid-
owhood is 5 years or more, or if she was married
to and living with her veteran husband less than
5 years:anda child was born of the marriage; and

(b) Has not remarried; and

(c) Is 45 years of age or over on the date of
application; and

(d) Is physically disabled; and

(e) Is unable adequately to care for herself and
lacks adequate means of support; and

(f) Has been a resident of this state for the 5
years immediately preceding the date of her ap-
plication for membership.

(7) ADDITIONAL ELIGIBILITY REQUIRE-
MENTS OF MOTHERS. The mother of a veteran
who was a resident of this state at the time of
his death or, the mother of a living veteran who
is eligible for membership, is eligible if she
meets the requirements of sub. (2) (d) to (f) and
if she:

(a) Has reached 60 years. of age; and

(b) Has been a resident of this state for the 5
years next preceding the date of application for
membership; and

(c) Is physically disabled, unable adequately
to-care for herself and lacks adequate means of
support.

*(8) EFFECT OF CHANGE IN STANDARDS. The
members-of the home on July 7, 1949 shall not
be. required to requalify for membership be-
cause of charnges made in eligibility standards
unless  they are subsequently discharged ‘and
later apply for re-entry into the home, or unless
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the financial or physical status of any member
has changed or improved so that he would no
longer be eligible for admission under the stand-
ards applicable at the time of his admission.

(9) FORMULA FOR MEMBER INCOME PAY-
MENTS. Each member of the home, regardless
of the date of his admission, shall pay the fol-
lowing portions of his monthly income into the
general fund of the state. If husband and wife
are both members their incomes shall be com-
bined before applying the rates.

Income Brackets Rates
st $10 none
2nd $10 none
31d $10° 40%
4th $10 - 50% -
5th $10 60%
6th $10 70%
7th $10 75%
All remaining income 100%

Payments of the amounts indicated above shall
be made at such time and in such amounts as
the board of the department provides by rule
Payments of these amounts shall be made first
and to the fullest extent possible from sources
of income other than pension or compensation
paid by the veterans administration. The de-
partment may remit not to exceed $40.50
monthly from the payments required of each

married veteran and wife for the personal use of
the wife while she is a member of the home. The
department may remit from amounts paid by a
member such sums monthly as it deems neces-
sary for the care of nonmember dependents of
such member. “Income” as used in this section
means money, property or anything of mone-
tary value received from any source to which a
member may become entitled subsequent to ad-
mission, to include, without limitation by rea-
son of enumeration,” all pensions from state,
federal or private sources, annuities, social secu-
rity payments, railroad retirement, public or
private retirement, compensation, wages, sal-
ary, alimony, rents, interest, dividends, profits,
return on investment, moneys received for loss,
damage or injury, awards, gifts, devises, be-
quests and hereditaments, inheritances, discov-
eries, powers, and insurance benefits but shall
not include wages, salary or payment to a mem-
ber for services rendered to the home as an 'em-
ploye thereof or income received by a member
from the sale of products-through the hobby
shop. Any renunciation or transfer of income
by a member shall be void. The operation of the -
home exchange including the operation of the
hobby shop for the sale of products made by all
members shall be conducted under the supervi-
sion of the department and the members of the
home participating in the work of the home ex-
change may be reimbursed.
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Note: Sub (9) is printed as amended by Chaps 276 and
443, laws of 1969.

(9a) ALTERNATIVE METHOD OF PAYMENT. If
the pension payment's. to a member are sus-
pended because his estate or account exceeds
the limit established by the veterans administra-
tion, the department may, in lieu of the proce-
dures ‘set forth in sub. (9), direct that the per
diem cost for the care of the member be
charged to the estate or account of the member.

{9c) HANDLING OF MEMBERS’ ACCOUNTS.
All funds held by the home for the members not
needed by the members for their own usé shall
be deposited in a bank in the form of certificates
of deposit in the name of the home, and the
interest therefrom shall be paid annually into
the gifts and bequests fund of the home for the
purposes for which that fund exists.

(9d) MEDICAL ASSISTANCE PAYMENTS. All
moneys received under title XIX of the social
security act for the care of members shall be

. transferred to the general fund.

(10) CONVEYANCE OF PROPERTY; DESCENT.
(a) The application and admission of any appli-
cant heretofore or hereafter admitted hereunder
shall constitute a valid and binding contract be-
tween such member and the department. If any
member of thé home dies without legal depend-
ents, his real property shall descend and his per-
sonal property shall be distributed to the state
as sole heir for the sole use and benefit of the
home, and no will, previously or hereafter
drawn, making a contrary disposal shall be
valid; except that a member whose member
spouse dies shall have the right to use all per-
sonal property of the deceased spouse for the
rest of the survivoi’s lifetime and such property
shall not be considered income under sub. (9),
and except that personal effects of nominal
monetary value of a deceased member who is
not survived by a member spouse may be dis-
tributed by the commandant to surviving rela-
tives of such member who request such
personal effects, immediately after such mem-
ber’s death. v

(b) Sections 49.25 and 49.26 shall take prece-
dence over par. (a) whenever old-age assistance
is granted to members. ,

(c) The department may manage, sell, lease or
transfer property descending to the state pursu-
ant to this section or conveyed to it by members,
defend and prosecute all actions concerning it,
pay all just claims against it, and do all other
things necessary for the protection, preservation
and management of such property..

(d) A person who at the time of his death was
a member of the home shall be deemed an inha-
bitant of or resident in Waupaca county for the
probate of his will and issuance of letters testa-
mentary and the administration of his estate.
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(11) DISPOSITION OF PROPERTY DESCEND-
ING 1O STATE. If a member of the home dies
leaving at the home cash or other personal
property of a value not exceeding 31,000, the
commandant of the home may turn over such
property or its proceeds to the state treasurer
for the sole use and benefit of the home, with-
out administration, subject to refund within 6
years to any creditor or legal dependent who
shall establish his right to the fund or property
or any portion thereof. The attorney general
upon being satisfied that a claim out of such
funds or property is legal and valid may certify
the same to the state department and the de-
partment shall pay the same out of such funds
or property.

(12) CARE AS LIEN ON ASSETS OF MEMBER.
(a) The net cost to the state of the care and
maintenance of a.member, as determined under
rules promulgated by the department, consti-
tutes a lien as hereafter provided and remains a
lien until satisfied. The department shall issue
for each member a certificate of lien setting
forth: the name and residence of the member,
the fact that he has received and will continue
to receive care and maintenance at the Grand
Army home, a statement that the net cost to the
state of such care and maintenance constitutes a
lien on the real property of the member pres-
ently owned or subsequently acquired (includ-
ing joint tenancy and homestead interests) and
such other information required by the depart-
ment. The department shall file the certificate,
or a copy thereof, in the office of the register of
deeds of every county in which real property of
the member is situated. The certificate need not
be recorded at length by the register of deeds,
but upon filing thereof all persons are charged
with notice of the lien and the rights of -the
state. The register of deeds shall keep a record
of every lien filed in the same book and under
the same provisions applying to old-age assist-
ance liens pursuant to s. 49.26 (6).

(b) Upon filing as in par. (a) the lien herein
imposed attaches to all real property of the
member including a house trailer used as an
abode presently owned or subsequently acquired
(including joint tenancy and homestead inter-
ests)-in any county in which such certificate is
filed for the amount of the net cost to the state
for care and maintenance furnished or thereafter
furnished to the member and it remains a lien
until satisfied. The lien shall not sever a joint
tenancy nor affect the right of survivorship ex-
cept that the lien shall be enforceable to the
extent that the member had an interest prior to
his decease. The lien takes priority over any lien
or conveyance subsequently acquired, made or
recorded, except tax liens.




Electronically scanned images of the published statutes.

825

(c) Upon termination of membership in the
home, the liens shall be enforceable by the state
in the manner provided for the enforcement of
mechanics’ liens upon real property. In any ac-
tion to foreclose such a lien the statute of limita-
tions shall not constitute a defense. No such lien
shall be enforced against.the homestead of the
member while‘it is occupied by him, a surviving
spouse or by any minor children, or-any incapac-
itated adult children of the member.

(d) Upon death of a member or former mem-
ber, the county court may order sale of real es-
tate' which is subject to the lien herein imposed
free-and clear of the lien, and the lien shall attach
to the net proceeds of the sale after taxes, prior
encumbrances and costs of sale have been de-
ducted.. However, the expenses of administra-

tion, burial and last illness allowed by the court

which remain’ unpaid. after all: personalty has
been applied thereto according to law, but not to
exceed $300 in the aggregate, shall be charges
against all: real property of the deceased and
shall’ be paid prior to the lien, in the -order
named, out of the proceeds derived from the real
property upon liquidation of the lien

(e) At any time the department is satisfied
that the collection of the amount owing to the
state will not be jeopardized or that the release
of the lien in-whole or in part is necessary to
provide for the maintenance of the member, his
spouse, or minor children, or incapacitated adult
child, it may release the lien as to all or any part
of the real property of the member, including a
house trailer used as an abode, which release
shall be filed in the office of the register of deeds
of the county in which the certificate is filed. The
member, his heirs, personal representatives or
assigns: may discharge such lien at any time by
paying: the amount thereof to the department,
which shall execute a satisfaction which shall be
filed with the register of deeds.

(f) The department may bid in property at
foreclosure under par. (c) at a price not to exceed
the amount owing the state, which amount or
any part thereof may be applied as a credit on
such a bid, or such agency or official may accept
aconveyance in lieu of foreclosure. Title to prop-
erty -acquired vests in the department for the
purpose of liquidation, and may be sold and title
transferred by it. ’

“(g) The -department may make and pay for
necessary and essential repairs, pay taxes or pur-
chase tax certificates or pay-balances due on
land contracts so as to enable a member to re-
ceive a deed, or pay and cause to be satisfied
existing mortgages or any other prior liens on
property on which the state has such a lien, and
the amount of such expenditures shall be added
to the amount of the lien: :
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(h) The department may accept or execute all
necessary instruments, manage property ac-
quired hereunder and take necessary part in the
administration of decedents’ estates to effectuate
this-subsection. The department shall have and
exercise the rights of owners of real property. or
liens' generally, whichever the case may be.

(i) After probate or administration proceed-
ings have been initiated and notice to the credi-
tors given, as required by s. 313.03, and it
appears from the inventory filed in said estate
that the amount of the lien-owing to the state
exceeds the value of estate assets, after deducting
such expenses as provided in par. (d), the court
may order summary closing proceedings under
$."311.05 and assign the real estate; if any, to the

state. :

Note: Chap: 339, laws of 1969, amends par. (i), effective
April 1, 1971, by substituting “867.01” for the reference to
“311 05” and “859.07” for the reference to “31303”

(13) MEMBERS ELIGIBLE TO PRIVILEGE OF
WISCONSIN  GENERAL HOSPITAL. Section
142.10 is applicable to veterans while members
of ‘the home, subject to ‘the same restrictions
and with the same privileges now enjoyed by
other- veteransat the Wisconsin general hospi-
tal. Costs incident to the hospitalization of
members of the home shall be paid from the
appropriation for the operation of the home.

(14) POWERS OF COMMANDANT OVER PER-
SONAL FUNDS OF MEMBERS. The commandant
of the home may receive, disperse and account
for personal funds of members of the home,
other than state funds or old-age assistance pay-
ments, received from any source, under policies
adopted by the board of veterans affairs; except
that the personal funds, income or property of
members receiving old-age assistance shall be
subject to ss. 49.25 and 49.26.

(15) ELIGIBILITY FOR BURIAL AND INTER-
MENT AT THE HOME. () Any veteran who at
the time of his death was a resident of this state,
shall be eligible for burial and interment at the
cemetery of the home which shall be known as
the “Wisconsin Veterans Memorial Cemetery”.
Cost of preparing grave and erection of marker
shall be paid from the appropriation made by s.
20.485 (1) ().

(b) Burial shall be provided in the cemetery of
the home for any wife, widow or mother of a
veteran where such wife, widow or mother at the
time of her death was a member of the home.
Burial shall also be provided in the cemetery of
the home for the mother or widow of a veteran
who is not a member where she within 6 months
after the veteran’s burial in the cemetery of the
home applies to the department for permission
to be buried therein at her own expense. The
widow of the veteran shall have the privilege of
selecting a lot next to her husband if available.
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Permission shall be given by the department for
a period of one year from date of granting, but
may be extended, on her request, for additional
one-year periods.

. (c) Expenses incident to the burial at the home
of a member shall be paid from the estate of the
decedent; except that if there is no estate or the
estate is insufficient, the expense of burial, or
necessary part thereof, shall be paid from the
appropriation made by s. 20.485 (1) (a) and the
amount expended therefor shall not exceed the
amount therein specified.

45.38 Department, additional powers to
provide structures, facilities and permanent
improvements. (1) In this section unless the
context requires otherwise:

:(a) “Existing building” in relation to any con-
veyance, lease or sublease made under sub. (2)
(a) 1, 2 and 3 means all detention, treatment,
administrative, recreational, infirmary, hospital,

“vocational and academic buildings; all dormito-
ries and cottages; all storage facilities, heating
plants, sewage disposal plants and such other
buildings, structures, facilities and permanent
improvements as in the judgment of the board
are needed or useful for the purposes of the de-
partment, and all equipment therefor. and all
improvements and additions thereto which were
erected, constructed or installed prior to the
" making of such conveyance, lease or sublease.

(b) “New building” in relation to any convey-
ance, lease or sublease made under sub. (2) ()
1, 2 and 3 means all detention, treatment, ad-
ministrative, recreational, infirmary, hospital,
vocational and academic buildings; all dormito-
ries and cottages; all storage facilities, heating
plants, sewage disposal plants, and such other
buildings, structures, facilities and permanent
improvements as in the judgment of the board
are needed or useful for the purposes of the de-
partment, and all equipment therefor and all
improvements and additions thereto which are
erected, constructed or installed after the mak-
ing of such conveyance, lease or sublease.

(c) “Nonprofit corporation” means a non-
stock, nonprofit corporation organized under
ch. 181 or any law amendatory thereof or sup-
plemental thereto
-.(2) The department shall have and may exer-
cise the powers and duties provided in this sec-
tion. , :

(a) In order to provide new buildings and to
enable the construction and financing thereof, to
refinance indebtedness hereafter created by a
nonprofit. corporation for the purpose of provid-
ing a new: building or buildings or additions or
improvements thereto which are located on land
owned by, or owned by the state and held for;
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the department or on lands of the institutions
under the jurisdiction of the department or by
the -nonprofit corporation, or for any one or
more of said purposes, but for no other purpose
unless authorized by law, the department has
the following powers and duties:

1.- Without limitation by reason of any other
provisions of the statutes, the power to sell and
to convey title in fee simple to a nonprofit corpo-
ration any land and any existing buildings
thereon.owned by, or owned by the state and
held for, the department or of any of the institu-
tions under the jurisdiction of the department
for such consideration and upon such terms and
conditions as in the judgment of the board are in
the public interest. -

2. The power to lease to a nonprofit corpora-

“tion for.a term or terms not exceeding 50 years

each any land and any existing buildings thereon
owned by, or owned by the state and held for,
the department or of any .of the institutions un-
der the jurisdiction of the department upon such
terms and conditions as in the judgment of the
board are in the public interest.

3. The power to lease or sublease from such
nonprofit corporation, and to make available for
public use, any land or any such land and exist-
ing buildings conveyed or leased to such non-
profit corporation under subds. 1 and 2, and any
new buildings erected upon such land or upon
any- other land owned by such nonprofit corpo-
ration, upon such terms, conditions and rentals,
subject to available appropriations, as in the

judgment of the board are in the public interest.

4. The duty to submit the plans and specifica-
tions for -all such new buildings and all convey-
ances, leases and subleases made under this
section to the department of administration and
the governor for written approval before they
are finally adopted, executed and delivered. -

5. The power to pledge and assign all or any
part of the revenues derived from the operation
of any land or such new buildings as security for
the payment of rentals due and to become due
under any lease or sublease of such new build-
ings under subd. 3.

6. The power to covenant and agree in any
lease ‘or sublease of any land or new buildings
made under subd. 3 to impose fees, rentals or
other charges for the use and occupancy or other
operation of such new buildings in an amount
calculated to produce net revenues sufficient to
pay .the rentals- due and to become due under
such lease or sublease.

7. The power to apply all or any part of the
revenues derived from the operation of any land
or existing buildings to the payment of rentals
due and to become due under any lease or sub-
lease made under subd. 3
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8.°The power to pledge and assign all or any
part of the revenues derived from the operation
of any land or existing buildings to the payment
of rentals due and to become due under any lease
or sublease made under subd. 3.

9. The power to covenant and agree in any
lease or sublease made under subd. 3 to impose
fees, rentals or other charges for the use and
occupancyor other operation of any land or
existing buildings in an amount calculated to
produce net revenues sufficient to pay the rent-
als due and to become due under such lease or
sublease:

10. The power and duty, upon receipt of no-
tice of any assignment by any such nonprofit
corporation of any lease or sublease made under
subd: 3, or of any of its rights under any ‘such
sublease, to recognize and give effect to such
assignment; and to pay to the assignee thereof
rentals or other payments then due or which
may become due under any such lease or sub-
lease which has been so a551gned by such non-
profit corporation.

(b) The state shall be liable for accrued rentals
and for any other default under any lease or
sublease made under par. (a) 3, and may be sued
therefor on contract as in other contract actions
pursuant to ch. 285, except that it shall not be
necessary for the lessor- under any such lease or
sublease or any assignee of such lessor or any
person or other legal entity proceeding on behalf
of such lessor to file any claim with the legisla-
ture prior to the commencement of any such
action.

.(c) Nothing in this section empowers the
board or the department to incur any state debt.

(d) All powers and duties conferred upon the
board or the department pursuant to this section
shall be exercised and performed by resolution
of the board. All conveyances, leases and sub-
leases made pursuant to this section, when au-
thorized pursuant- to resolution of the board,
shall ‘be made, executed .and delivered in the
~ name of the department of veterans affairs and
shall be signed by the director and sealed with
the seal of the department. -

(e) All laws, conflicting with any provisions of
this section, are, insofar as they conflict with this
section and no further, superseded by this sec-
tion.

45.396 Correspondence courses and
part-time - classroom - study. Any veteran
upon the completion .of any correspondence
courses or part-time classroom study from the
university ofWisconsin, the university of Wis-
consin extension division, any state university
or its extension division, or from any other in-
stitution of higher education located in Wiscon-
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sin which was accredited by the north central
association  of ‘colleges and secondary schools
on January 1, 1969, or from-any school of voca-
tional, technical and adult education as estab-
lished under s. 38.15 receiving aids from the
board of vocational, technical and adult educa-
tion, taken upon authorization of the depart-
ment of veterans affairs, may be reimbursed in
whole or in part for the cost of such courses,
including necessary textbooks, by the depart-
ment upon presentation to the department of a
certificate from the school indicating that he
has completed the courses and stating the cost
of such courses and necessary textbooks. Bene-
fits granted under this section shall be paid out

of 'the appropriation under s. 20.485 (2) (um).
Note: This section is printed as amended by Chaps. 276
and 443, laws of 1969.

45.40 Camp American Legion. (1) The de-
partment of veterans affairs may transfer from
the soldiers’ rehabilitation fund to the Wiscon-
sin state department of the American Legion
the sum of $50,000 for the purpose of purchas-
ing the buildings and equipment at Camp Min-
newawa, located on state land between
Tomahawk lake and Big. Carr lake in Oneida
county, and for the establishment at that place
of a restoration camp for sick and disabled vet-
erans of World Wars I and IT and their depend-
ents, the said American Legion having already
contracted to purchase said camp for such pur-
poses. The ownership of all of the buildings and
equipment of such camp shall revert to the state
upon the discontinuance of the use thereof for
such purposes. On or before January 15 of each
year the said department of the American Le-
gion shall file with the governor and the Wis-
consin department of veterans’ affairs a written
report of the operations and the financial status
of such. camp. Effective July 1, 1945 Camp
Minnewawa shall be known as Camp American
Legion.

(2) The written lease entered into between the
Wisconsin state department of the American Le-
gion and the department of natural resources
dated June 15, 1944, which leases Camp Ameri-
can Legion for a period of 10 years commencing
June 1, 1944, shall continue in full force for an
additional 10 years, and may be renewed for
additional 10-year periods thereafter, notwith-
standing the expiration of the term expressed
therein, so long as the Wisconsin state depart-
ment of the American Legion or any of the
American Legion posts organized under s.
188.08 maintains on such property structures
which were constructed prior to May 31; 1956,
at the expense of the Wisconsin state department
of the American Legion or-any such post, for the
purpose of the rehabilitation, restoration or rec-
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reation of veterans and their dependents of the
Spanish-American war, the Philippine insurrec-
tion, the Mexican border service, World Wars I
and II and the Korean conflict

45,42 Burial places compiled. (1) The de-
partment shall compile a record of the burial
places within the state of persons who served in
the U.S. armed forces in time of war as defined

in s..45.35 (5) (a) to (g), or under section 1 of

executive order 10957, dated August 10, 1961,
or whose service entitled them to receive either
the armed forces expeditionary medal, estab-
lished by executive order. 10977 on December 4,
1961, or the Viet Nam service medal estab-
lished by executive order 11231 on July 8, 1965
Such record, so far as practicable, shall indicate
the name of each such person; the service in
which he was engaged; the appropriate designa-
tion of his armed forces unit; the rank and pe-
riod of service; the name and location of the
cemetery or other place in which his body is
interred; the location of the grave in such ceme-
tery or other place; and the character of head-
stone or other marker, if any, at such grave.

(2) The department shall have blank forms
prepared whereby the information required for
such record may be transmitted to it and shall
distribute such forms to county veterans service
officers. The county veterans service officer
within whose county and cemetery or burial
place is located in which are interred the bodies
of persons who served in the U. S. armed forces
in time of war as defined in s. 45.35 (5) (a) to (g)
or under section 1 of executive order 10957,
dated August 10, 1961, or whose service entitled
them to receive either the armed forces expedi-
tionary medal, established by executive order
10977 on December 4, 1961, or the Viet Nam
service medal established by executive order
11231 on July 8, 1965, shall submit the facts
required for such record to the department on
the forms provided by it.

(3) The department shall make a careful in-
quity and examination for the purpose of col-
lecting and checking all the records required by
this section.

45.43  County veterans’ service officer.
(1) ELECTION. The county board shall elect a
county veterans® service officer who shall be a
Wisconsin resident who served under honorable
conditions in the armed forces of the United
States in time of war as set forth in s. 45.35 (5)
(a) to ()

(2) TerM. Upon his first election the county
veterans’ service officer shall serve until the
first Monday in January of the 2nd year subse-
quent - to'the year of his election, and, if re-
elected, shall continue. to. serve unless removed
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under s.:17.10 (2). All county veterans’ service
officers who have been re-elected prior to May
18, 1967 may continue to serve unless removed
under s. 17.10 (2).

(3) SALARY. The salary of the county veter-
ans’ service officer shall be fixed by the county
board prior to or at the time of his election and
annually thereafter.

(4) MILWAUKEE COUNTY. In counties hav-
ing a population of 500,000 or more such officer
shall be appointed subject to ss. 63.01 to 63.17.

.(5) Dutigs. The county veterans’ service of-
ficer shall advise with veterans of all wars resid-
ing in the county who were engaged in the
service of the United States, relative to any
complaint-or problem arising out of war service
and shall render to them and their dependents
all possible assistance. The county board shall
provide him with office space, clerical assist-
ance and such other needs as will enable him to
perform his duties and may appoint such assis-
tant county service officers as are necessary,
who- shall be honorably discharged veterans
who served the United States in time of war.
The service officer shall make .such reports as
the board may require.

(6) Co-OPERATION. The county veterans ser-
vice officer shall co-operate with the several
federal and state agencies which render services
or grant aids or benefits to veterans and their
dependents, and shall furnish information rela-
tive to the burial places within the state of per-
sons, as required by s. 45.42 (2).

45.48 Veterans’ papers, medals, etc., as
security. (1) It shall be unlawful for any person
to receive or accept as a security or to withhold
from a veteran or honorably discharged soldier,
sailor or marine any discharge paper, citation,
warrant, medal, badge or evidence upon which
such veteran is entitled to certain rights, as a
veteran under the laws of the United States or
of this state, and any transfer of the same dur-
ing the life of the veteran upon a consideration
or otherwise shall be null and void, and the re-
fusal or wilful neglect of any person to return or
deliver upon demand, any such discharge, cita-
tion, warrant, medal, badge or evidence afore-
said shall be deemed a misdemeanor.

(2) Any person who violates this section shall
be fined not more than $100 or imprisoned not
more than 6 months, or both.

45.50 Reemployment in civil employment
after completion of military service. (1) Any
person who has enlisted or enlists in or who has
been or is inducted or ordered into active ser-
vice in the armed forces of the United States
pursuant to the selective training and service
act of 1940 or the national guard and reserve
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officers mobilization act of 1940, the selective
service act of 1948 and any acts amendatory
thereof or supplementary thereto or P.L. 87-117,
and-any person whose services are requested by
the federal government for national defense
work as a civilian during a period officially pro-
claimed to be a national emergency or a limited
national emergency,. who, in order to perform
such-training or service, has left or leaves a posi-
tion, other than a temporary position, in the
employ of any political subdivision of the state
or in the employ of any private or other em-
ployer, shall be restored to such position or to a
position of like seniority, status, pay and salary
advancement as though his service toward sen-
iority, status, pay or salary advancement had not
been interrupted by such absence; provided that
(a) he presents to the employer evidence that he
has satisfactorily completed his period of train-
ing or.civilian service, or that he has been dis-
charged from the armed forces under conditions
other than dishonorable, (b) he is still qualified
to perform the. duties of such position, (c) he
makes application for reemployment. and re-
sumes work within 90 days after he completed
such training or services, military or civilian, or
was so discharged from the armed forces, or
within 6 months after release from hospitaliza-
tion for service-connected injury or disease, (d)
the employer’s circumstances have not so
changed as to make it impossible or-unreasona-
ble to so restore such person, and (e) the military
service ‘was not for more than 4 years unless
extended by law. In the event of any dispute
arising under this subsection the matter shall be
referred to the department of industry, labor and
humar relations for determination except as
such matters pertain to any classified employe of
the state, in which case the matter shall be re-
ferred to the director of personnel. Orders and
determinations of the department of industry,
labor -and human relations under this section
may be revigwed in the manner provided in ch.
227

(2) The'service of any person who is or was
restored to a position in accordance with sub. (1)
shall be deemed not to be interrupted by such
absence, except for the receipt of pay or other
compensation for'the period of such absence and
he shall be entitled to participate in insurance,
pensions, retirement plans or other benefits of-
fered- by the employer pursuant to established
rules and practices relating to employes on fur-
lough or leave of abserice in effect with the em-
ployer at the time such person’entered or was
enlisted, inducted or ordered into.such forces
and service, and- shall not be discharged from
such position without cause within one year af-
ter such restoration; and such discharge is sub-
ject to-all federal or state law affecting any
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municipal or private employment; and subject to
the provisions of contracts that may exist be-
tween employer and employe. Each county,
town, city or village shall contribute or pay from
September 16, 1940, all contributions of the em-
ployer to the applicable and existent pension,
annuity or retirement system as though the ser-
vice of any such employe had not been inter-
rupted by such military service. In the case of
teachers such payment shall be made as pro-
vided in ch. 42.

3) In case any employer fails or refuses to
comply with the provisions of subs. (1) and (2),
any court of record whether created by general
or special act in the proper county having juris-
diction of an action on contract for an amount
exceeding $500 may, upon the filing of a motion,
petition or other appropriate pleading and on
reasonable niotice, which shall not be less than 10
days, to such employer by the person entitled to
the benefits of such provisions, specifically re-
quire such employer to comply with such provi-
sions, and, as an incident thereto, compensate
such person for any loss of ‘wages or benefits
suffered by reason of such employer’s unlawful
action. The court shall order a speedy hearing in
any such case and shall advance it on the calen-
dar. No fees or court costs shall be taxed against
the person so applying for-such benefits. The
place of the commencement of the action or pro-

ceeding hereunder against a private employer,

and the trial or hearing thereof, shall be in any
county in which the employment took place or
in which- such private employer maintains a
place of business, and in all other cases shall be
as provided in s. 261 01. No person who is ap-
pointed in the service of the-state or of any
county, city or village to fill the place of a person
so entering the federal armed forces shall ac-
quire permanent tenure during such period of
replacement service

(4) -Any individual or employer aggrieved by
the decision of the court provided in sub. (3)
may appeal in accordance with the provisions of
appealable orders referred to in ch. 274; and the
employe -need not file an appeal bond for the
security: for costs on said- appeal.

(5) The restoration of classified employes of
the state shall be governed by s. 16.276. The
restoration of unclassified state employes shall
be governed by-this section:

45.51 Employes or officers in military ser-
vice. (1) The governing body of any county,
town, city, village or school district may grant a
leave of absence to any employe or officer who
is inducted or who enlists in the U S. armed
forces for a period of military service of not
more than 4 years unless such employe is invol-
untarily retained for a longer period. No salary
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or compensation of such employe or officer shall
be paid, nor claim therefor exist during such
leave of absence.

'(2) The governing body may provide for safe-
guarding the reinstatement-and pension rights,
as herein limited, of any employe or officer so
inducted or enlisted.

(3) No employe or officer who is appointed to
fill the place of any employe or officer so in-
ducted or enlisted shall acquire permanent ten-
ure during such period of replacement service.

(4) If such leave of absence is or has been
granted to an elected or appointed official or
employe and he has begun his federal service, a
temporary vacancy shall be deemed to exist and
a successor may be appointed to fill the unex-
pired term of such official or employe, or until
such official or employe returns and files his
election to resume his office as hereinafter pro-
vided for if the date of such filing be prior to the
expiration of such term. Such appointment shall
. be made in the manner provided for the filling
of vacancies caused by death, resignation or oth-
erwise, except that no election need be held to fill
any part of such temporary vacancy. The ap-
pointee shall have all the powers, duties, liabili-
ties and responsibilities and shall be paid and
receive the compensation and other emoluments
pertaining to the office or position, unless other-
wise provided by the governing body. Within 40
days after the termination of such federal service
such elected or appointed official or employe,
upon filing with the clerk his statement under
oath of such termination and that he elects to
resume his office -or position, may resume such
office or position for the remainder of the term
for which he was elected or appointed. The per-
son temporarily filling the vacancy shall there-
upon cease to hold the office.

(6) In cities of the 3rd class with a commission
plan of government, in case of temporary or
permanent vacancies in the office of mayor, the
vice mayor shall temporarily succeed to the of-
fice of mayor for the balance of his unexpired
term for which he was elected unless sooner ter-
minated as provided in s. 17.035 (3). The tempo-
rary or permanent vacancy thereby created in
the office of councilman may thereupon be filled
as provided in this section. The term of the per-
son appointed temporarily to the office of coun-
cilman shall not extend beyond the expiration of
the term of the office vacated and such tempo-
rary term shall be vacated sooner as provided for
in's. 17.035 (3).

45,52 - Physical disability of veterans not
to disqualify for public employment, when.
An honorably discharged veteran of any war
participated: in by the United States who has
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suffered a physical disability as a direct result of
his military or naval service during such war
shall not on that account be barred from em-
ployment in any public position or employment
whether under state, county or municipal civil
service or otherwise, provided that the licensed
physician making a  physical examination of
such veteran for the public employer shall cer-
tify that such applicant’s disability will not ma-
terially handicap him in the performance of the
duties of the position for which he is making
application.

45.53. Soldiers’ and sailors’ civil relief act.
(1) In this section, unless the context indicates
otherwise: -

(2) “Persons in military service” means any
man or woman who is or was serving on active
duty in the U S. armed forces.

(b) “Property” shall mean any real estate or
personal property belonging to a person in mili-
tary service provided that such property was
acquired prior to the commencement of military
service except in cases where such property was
acquired by descent in which case the proviso
shall not apply.

(c) “Taxes” shall mean any general taxes or
special assessments or tax certificates evidencing
such taxes and assessments not belonging to pri-
vate buyers. :

(d) “Interest and penalties” shall mean inter-
est and penalties accruing on taxes during the
period of military service and 6 months thereaf-
ter. In case property is owned jointly by several
owners other than the spouse of the person in
military service, interest and -penalties shall
mean the proportionate share of the total inter-
est and penalties commensurate with the equity
in the property of such person in military ser-
vice. :

(2) In order to supplement and complement
the provisions of the soldiers’ and sailors’ civil
relief act of 1940 and all amendments thereof, so
as to afford and obtain greater peace and secu-
rity for persons in military service, the enforce-
ment of certain tax obligations or labilities
which may prejudice the property rights of per-
sons.in military service, for the period herein set
forth may be temporarily suspended as herein-
after provided.

(3) Any person while in the military service of
the United States or within 6 months after termi-
nating such service, or his agent or attorney dur-
ing such period, may petition a court of record
in any county in which he owns property for
relief under- this section. Upon filing of such
petition the court shall make an order fixing the
time of hearing thereon and requiring the giving
of such notice of the hearing as it may deem
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reasonable. If after hearing the court shall find
that the person on whose behalf the petition is
made is, or within 6 months next preceding the
filing of such petition was, in the military service
of the United States and owns property within
the county on which taxes have fallen due or will
fall due, and that his ability to pay such taxes has
been materially adversely affected by reason of
his being in military service, the court shall enter
an order determining that such person is entitled
to relief under this section. When an order shall
so determine it may further suspend proceedings
for the collection of taxes on such property for
a period not exceeding 6 months after termina-
tion of the military service of the person on
whose behalf the petition is made, or for such
time as may reasonably be necessary to complete
the agreement provided in sub. (7) and thereaf-
ter no sale of property or tax certificates to en-
force collection of taxes on such property shall
be made, all proceedings for that purpose shall
be suspended, except under such terms as the
court in such order may direct.

(4) Whenever any tax or assessment on real
property including all special assessments shall
not be paid when due, the penalty provisions
providing for an eight-tenths of one per cent per
month as provided by s. 74.03 (4) and the maxi-
mum limitation of 6% per annum as provided
by such soldiers’ and sailors’ civil relief act shall
be waived for the purpose hereof and upon the
conditions specified hereinafter.

(5) The penalties and interest which shall be
waived pursuant to this section are those for
nonpayment of all taxes or assessments, general
or special, falling due during the period of mili-
tary service of any person against either real or
personal property of which such person is the
bona fide owner or in which he has a beneficial
interest.

(6) The person owning or having an interest
in any property in respect to which such order
is made, his agent or attorney, may file with the
county treasurer or with the city treasurer of
cities authorized by law to sell lands for the
nonpayment of taxes as to such taxes and assess-
ments a certified copy of such order of suspen-
sion together with an affidavit in triplicate,
sworn to by such person or his agent or attorney
setting forth the name of the owner, the legal
description of the property, the type of property,
when acquired, volume and page number where
such deed was duly recorded if acquired by deed
and the name of the estate if acquired by descent,
amount of delinquent taxes if any, and the
names of the holders of any outstanding mort-
gage, lien or other encumbrance. Upon such fil-
ing the county treasurer or the city treasurer, as
the case may be, shall file a first copy thereof in
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the office of the register of deeds of such county,
the 2nd copy to be filed in the office of such
treasurer, as the case may be, wherein there will
be marked, in the tax sale record book or such
other record books as he may maintain, proper
notation to the effect that a person in military
service is the holder of the legal title thereto and
has made application for special relief as herein
provided, and the 3rd copy shall be immediately
forwarded to the office of the clerk of the town,
city or village wherein the property is located, or
if it be located in a city authorized to sell lands
for nonpayment of its taxes to the tax commis-
sioner thereof, who shall make an appropriate
notation thereof on his records.

(7) Any person seeking relief under this sec-
tion, within 6 months after termination of his
military service, or his agent or attorney, or in
case of death of such person, his personal repre-
sentative, widow or heir at law, may apply to the
county treasurer of the county, or the city trea-
surer of cities authorized by law to sell lands for
the nonpayment of taxes, as the case may be,
wherein such property is located for an agree-
ment for scheduled instalment payments, cover-
ing the taxes accrued during such person’s
period of military service, provided that such
taxes will be paid over a period of time equal to
a period no longer than twice the length of mili-
tary service of such person, in equal periodic
instalments of not less than $10, and subject to
such other terms as may be just and reasonable.

(8) In the event default is made by the appli-
cant in the performance of any of the provisions
of such agreement, such treasurer, as the case
may be, shall forthwith notify the applicant of
such default and the amount and date due, by
written notice either served personally or by reg-
istered mail with return receipt demanded to the
address set forth in such application. If such
defaulted payment is not fully made within 10
days after service of such notice, then such trea-
surer without further notice may declare that
the entire amount of such tax subject to the
scheduled instalments shall be immediately due
and payable and that such agreement is fully
rescinded and terminated. Thereupon the
county treasurer shall notify the register of deeds
and the town, city or village treasurer thereof, or
if the city treasurér of cities authorized by law to
sell lands for the nonpayment of taxes the latter
shall notify the register of deeds and the county
treasurer and such officers and shall make ap-
propriate notations thereof on their records.
Thereafter, the county treasurer or city treasurer
as to taxes of cities authorized by law to sell land
for the nonpayment of taxes, may without fur-
ther order of the court enforce the collection of
such tax or assessment and sell such tax certifi-
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cates together with such penalties and interest as
may have accrued thereon from the date of de-
fault of such scheduled instalment payment.

45.60 Veterans memorial council. (1)
PoLicy. The legislature declares that it is the
policy of this state to perpetuate the memory
and history of its veterans who served in the
armed forces.

(2) Dutigs. The veterans memorial council
may approve, recommend and veto any pro-
posed plans, modifications and changes or poli-
cies with respect to established state memorials,
including the Camp Randall memorial park,
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Madison, Wisconsin, as described in chapter
28, laws of 1913, and any future veterans state
memorials; and recommend the creation and es-
tablishment of veterans state memorials

(3) RESTRICTIONS. No structures other than
the Camp Randall memorial building project
shall be placed or erected upon said Camp Ran-
dall memorial park unless authorized by the
legislature; nor shall said park be used for any
purpose other than authorized in chapter 28,
laws of 1913. If the Camp Randall memorial
building is removed, the premises on which said
building is located shall revert to Camp Randall
memorial park.
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