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SUBCHAPTER I

POPULOUS CITIES

229.11 First  class city museums.   Any city of the 1st class
however incorporated may establish and maintain, for the free use
of the inhabitants thereof, a public museum for the exhibition of
objects in natural history, anthropology and history, either the sev-
eral or any one of these specifically; and may receive, hold and
manage any bequest, donation or loan for the establishment,
increase or maintenance thereof, under such regulations and con-
ditions as may be prescribed pursuant to law or agreed upon by
and between the donors and said city.

History:   1971 c. 152 s. 27; Stats. 1971 s. 229.11; 1983 a. 192; 1985 a. 177.

229.12 Board  of  trustees, composition.   (1) The public
museum shall be administered by a board of 10 trustees, consist-
ing of:

(a)  The president of the board of school directors and the city
superintendent of schools.

(b)  Seven members who shall be appointed by the mayor on
the 3rd Tuesday in April.  Three of the 7 members shall be selected
from among the alderpersons holding a 4−year term, and shall
serve as such trustees during their aldermanic terms; and the other
4 shall be selected from among the residents and taxpayers of the
city, for original terms of 1, 2, 3 and 4 years, respectively, com-
mencing on May 1 next after their appointment, and for successive
terms of 4 years each.

(c)  One member who shall be a county board member residing
in the county outside the city of the 1st class, who shall be
appointed by the county executive and confirmed by the county
board for a 4−year term commencing on May 1 next after the
member’s appointment, and for successive terms of 4 years each.

(2) Said trustees shall take the official oath, and be subject to
the restrictions, disabilities, liabilities, punishments and limita-
tions prescribed by law as to alderpersons in such city.  They shall
not receive any compensation for their services as such trustees;

and shall not individually become or cause themselves to become
interested, directly or indirectly, in any contract or job for the pur-
chase of any matter pertaining to the institution in their charge, or
of fuel, furniture, stationery or other things necessary for the
increase and maintenance thereof.

History:   1971 c. 152 s. 27; 1971 c. 211, 231; 1971 c. 307 ss. 29, 91; Stats. 1971
s. 229.12; 1979 c. 110; 1983 a. 192; 1985 a. 177; 1991 a. 316; 1993 a. 184.

229.13 Board  of trustees; annual meeting and general
functions.   (1) The annual meeting of the board of trustees of
the public museum shall be held on the 3rd Tuesday of May in
each year, at which meeting a president shall be chosen annually
from their number.

(2) The board shall have general care, control and supervision
of the museum, its appurtenances, fixtures and furniture, and of
the disbursements of all moneys belonging to the museum funds.
The trustees of the public museum shall have charge of the receipt,
selection, arrangement and disposition of the specimens and
objects pertaining to such museum.  The board shall prescribe reg-
ulations for the management, care, and use of the public museum,
and adopt such measures as shall promote the public utility
thereof, and may prescribe and enforce penalties for violations of
such regulations.

History:   1971 c. 152 ss. 27, 36m; Stats. 1971 s. 229.13; 1985 a. 177.

229.14 Director  and employes;  curators.   (1) At its first
meeting the board of trustees shall elect by ballot a person of suit-
able learning, scientific attainments, ability and experience for
director of the public museum.  The director shall be selected in
accordance with and shall be subject to the usual laws, rules and
regulations of the city civil service commission.  The director shall
receive such compensation as shall be fixed by the board of trust-
ees and shall be the secretary of the board.

(2) The board shall appoint and fix the compensation of such
assistants and employes for the institution as they deem necessary
and expedient.

(3) The board of the public museum may appoint an acting
director whenever, in their discretion, the service of the museum
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shall require it, who shall also be acting secretary of the board and
whose acts as such shall receive full credit.

(4) The board of the public museum may appoint as honorary
curators persons who have manifested a special interest in the
museum or some particular department thereof.  Such curators
shall perform such duties and have such privileges as may be pre-
scribed in the regulations of the museum, but shall not receive any
pecuniary compensation.

History:   1971 c. 152 s. 27; Stats. 1971 s. 229.14; 1979 c. 110; 1985 a. 177.

229.15 Museum  funds; expenditures.   (1) Public
museum funds appropriated to the museum by the common coun-
cil shall not be used or appropriated, directly or indirectly, for any
purpose other than the maintenance and increase, payment of the
salaries of the employes, purchase of fuel, supplies, furniture and
fixtures, or incidental repairs of the museum.

(2) All  moneys appropriated for the purposes of said institu-
tions shall be paid over to the city treasurer and credited to said
funds, respectively. Each board of trustees shall provide for all
necessary expenditures from each said fund, and all disburse-
ments shall be made on orders of the president and secretary of the
board, countersigned by the city comptroller; but, except as
expressly provided otherwise, the board shall not in any one year
expend or incur any liability for any sum in excess of the amount
allocated to each such fund by the common council.

History:   1971 c. 152 s. 27; Stats. 1971 s. 229.15; 1985 a. 177.

229.16 Donations  and miscellaneous receipts.   (1) All
moneys, books, specimens and other property received by devise,
bequest or gift for the purposes of the public museum shall, unless
otherwise directed by the donor, be under the management and
control of the board of trustees of the public museum.

(2) All  moneys derived from penalties for violations of the
regulations of the public museum, or from any other source in the
course of the administration thereof, including all moneys paid to
the city upon any policy of insurance or other obligation or liabil-
ity for or on account of loss or damage to property pertaining to
the public museum, shall be credited to public museum funds and
may be expended in the manner prescribed in s. 229.15 (2), in
addition to the annual tax.

History:   1971 c. 152 ss. 27, 38; Stats. 1971 s. 229.16; 1985 a. 177.

229.17 Site,  buildings and equipment.   The board of trust-
ees of the public museum shall erect, purchase, hire or lease build-
ings, lots, rooms and furniture for the use and accommodation of
the public museum, and shall enlarge, improve and repair such
buildings, rooms and furniture; but shall not erect, purchase, lease,
or enlarge any building or lot without express authority of an ordi-
nance or resolution of the common council.  All deeds of convey-
ance and leases shall run to the city.

History:   1971 c. 152 s. 27; Stats. 1971 s. 229.17; 1985 a. 177.

229.18 Accountability;  reports.   (1) Within 10 days after
the appointment of a director or custodian or other salaried
employes, the board of trustees of the museum shall report to and
file with the city comptroller a certified list of the persons so
appointed, stating the salary allowed to each and the time or times
fixed for the payment thereof.

(2) Immediately after any meeting of the board at which
accounts and bills are allowed, the board shall furnish such comp-
troller with a list of all accounts and bills allowed at said meeting,
stating the character of the materials or services for which the
same were rendered.

(3) On or before the first day of March in each year, the board
shall make a report to the common council, for the year ending
with the December 31 next prior thereto, containing a statement
of the condition of the museum, the articles added to the museum,
and such other information and suggestions as the board deems
important, including also an account of the moneys credited to the
museum fund, and the expenditures therefrom during the year.

History:   1971 c. 152 s. 27; Stats. 1971 s. 229.18; 1985 a. 177, 332.

229.19 Applicability  of sections 229.1 1 to 229.18.   Sec-
tions 229.11 to 229.18 so far as they relate to museums are
extended to cities of the 2nd, 3rd and 4th class.

History:   1971 c. 152 ss. 17, 38.

229.21 First  class city auditoriums and music halls.
(1) Any city of the 1st class may establish and maintain public
auditoriums and music halls; and may establish, maintain and
operate the same jointly, share and share alike, by agreement
between the common council of such city and any private corpora-
tion duly organized for that purpose.

(2) Such private corporation shall execute to the city a bond,
in a sum determined and with sureties approved by said common
council, conditioned that the said corporation will furnish its share
of money as the same shall be required for the purposes specified
in sub. (1).

(3) Said city may acquire all the stock of such corporation and
become the sole owner of said auditorium and music halls; and
any stockholder may transfer his or her stock to the city by sale,
gift or otherwise.  If the city shall be unable to agree with the
holder upon the purchase price of any such stock, the city may pur-
chase the same at a price to be determined by a board of arbitration
consisting of 3 persons, one to be chosen by the common council,
the 2nd by the owner of such stock, and the 3rd to be chosen by
the aforesaid 2, and the determination of said board shall be final
and conclusive upon the parties.

(4) Whenever such city shall have acquired any of the stock
of such corporation, the common council shall elect one of its
members or the mayor to represent the city at all meetings of the
stockholders of the corporation, and shall be entitled to vote said
stock; and all notices of such meeting shall be given to said mayor
or member of the council in the manner such notices are given to
any other stockholder.

(5) Whenever the city has acquired all the stock of the corpo-
ration, the corporation shall be dissolved as a result of the city’s
action and the title to all its property shall vest in the city; there-
upon the auditorium board provided for in s. 229.22 (1) and (2)
shall be reorganized under s. 229.22 (3).

(7) Any such city may build additions to such auditoriums and
for the purposes of any such addition, by action of the common
council, issue revenue bonds under s. 66.51 payable exclusively
from income and revenues of any such addition and of any audito-
rium to which it is added which said auditoriums and additions
thereto for such purpose are declared a public utility.  Said private
corporation shall not be required to contribute to any such addi-
tion.  Any such addition shall be subject in all other respects to ss.
229.21 to 229.25.

History:   1971 c. 152 ss. 29, 38; Stats. 1971 s. 229.21; 1975 c. 47; 1979 c. 110;
1983 a. 192; 1991 a. 316.

229.22 Auditorium  board.   (1) The building, maintenance
and operation of the institution shall be under the full and com-
plete control of a board of 13 members, designated as the “Audito-
rium Board” and constituted as follows: Five of the members shall
be elected by the corporation, from among its stockholders, for
first terms of 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 years, respectively, and successive
terms of 5 years each; and the other members shall consist of the
mayor, city attorney, city comptroller, city treasurer, one alder-
person member of the library board and a different alderperson
member of the board of trustees of the public museum, of the city,
selected respectively by the library board and the board of trustees
and 2 alderpersons appointed by the president of the common
council for terms of 5 years.  An alderperson appointed by the
president shall serve only while serving as alderperson.

(2) Within 10 days after the members of said board shall have
been elected or appointed as aforesaid they shall hold a meeting
and shall elect a president, a vice president, a secretary and a trea-
surer from their number, who shall hold office until the 4th Tues-
day of April of the next following even−numbered year, and shall
thereafter be elected biennially on the 4th Tuesday in April of the
even−numbered years, for a term of 2 years.  The treasurer shall,
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immediately upon election, furnish to the board a bond equal to
the amount of such funds as may come into the treasurer’s hands.

(3) If  the auditorium corporation is dissolved under s. 229.21
(5), or its operation and existence is terminated by action of the
corporation, by a court of competent jurisdiction or by any other
means and certification of the termination is recorded in the office
of the register of deeds of Milwaukee county, then the common
council shall create, by ordinance or resolution, a new board to be
designated as the “Auditorium Board” which shall be responsible
for the building maintenance and operation of the institution.  The
common council shall determine, by ordinance or resolution, the
number of members of the board, their manner of appointment and
the terms for which they are appointed.  Upon creation and
appointment of members of the board created under this subsec-
tion, the board created under sub. (1) shall terminate its activities
and shall cease to exist.

(4) The common council may merge, by ordinance or resolu-
tion, the auditorium board created under sub. (3) with the exposi-
tion and convention center and arena board under s. 229.26.  If the
boards are merged, the council shall also determine the number of
members of the merged board, their manner of appointment and
the length of the terms for which they are appointed.  Upon cre-
ation and appointment of the merged board under this subsection
the boards created under sub. (3) and s. 229.26 shall terminate
their operation and cease to exist. The merged board shall be
responsible for the operation and maintenance of the auditorium
facility and shall have the duties and powers under s. 229.26.

History:   1971 c. 152 s. 29; Stats. 1971 s. 229.22; 1973 c. 35; 1975 c. 47; 1979 c.
110; 1985 a. 177; 1991 a. 316; 1993 a. 184, 301.

229.23 Property  and finance.   (1) The title to all property
acquired for the purposes of said institution shall be in the name
of said city, and shall be held by said city perpetually for such pur-
poses.

(2) Before incurring any liability, the auditorium board shall
by resolution determine the amount of money necessary for the
purposes of said institution; and thereupon said corporation shall
pay into the auditorium fund one−half thereof, in such instalments
as may be required and agreed upon.  All receipts on account of
said institution shall be paid into, and all expenditures defrayed
from the auditorium fund.

(3) If  any such institution shall at any time when there shall be
outstanding no bonds issued under s. 229.21 (7) become profit−
earning, over and above the expense of maintenance, repairs,
insurance and other expenses connected with the operation
thereof, the net profits arising from the original auditorium shall
be separated from those arising from the addition, and the net prof-
its arising from the original auditorium shall be divided equally
between said corporation and the city treasury, and the net profits
from said addition shall be paid into the city treasury, the amounts
paid into the city treasury from either source to be credited to the
general city fund.  If, however, at any time there shall be outstand-
ing bonds issued under s. 229.21 (7), any net profit from such
auditorium and such addition shall be applied from time to time,
or held by the treasurer to apply on the interest and principal of
said bonds.

History:   1971 c. 152 ss. 29, 38; Stats. 1971 s. 229.23.

229.24 Operation.   (1) The auditorium board shall regulate
and control the use of said institution, and fix the terms and condi-
tions of its use; and shall do all things necessary for the mainte-
nance and operation thereof.

(2) Said institution shall be used primarily for public meet-
ings, conventions, expositions, and other purposes of a public
nature, which are hereby declared to be public purposes; but not
for exhibits or trade shows if a charge is made for space occupied
by any exhibitor or when an admission fee is exacted.

(3) When not in use for any of said primary purposes, the
board may rent said institution, or any part thereof, on such terms
and for such purposes as may be deemed advisable and not incon-
sistent with said primary purposes.

(4) (a)  The word “convention” when used in this subsection
means a county, state or national assembly of duly authorized,
chosen or elected delegates or representatives meeting to accom-
plish some specific commercial, industrial, labor, civil, social,
scientific or educational object.

(b)  The term “patriotic affairs” in this subsection means affairs
given for the encouragement and support of the government in
time of war, or for the benefit and support of soldiers, sailors or
marines who have been, or are in the service of the United States,
including memorial exercises, exhibitions, fairs, reunions, enter-
tainments, or barracks for such persons, and to all of which affairs
the public is admitted without charge.

(c)  When not in use for any of its primary purposes, the com-
mon council of said city may authorize the gratuitous use of said
institution, or any part thereof, for the purposes of conventions, or
for offices, class rooms, studios, gymnasiums, lodge rooms, or
accommodations for any industrial, commercial, scientific, edu-
cational, fraternal, musical, or labor organization which in its
opinion will prove a public benefit to the city and promote the wel-
fare and public interests of its citizens and to which said citizens
are admitted without charge; and said purposes are hereby
declared to be public purposes.

(d)  Whenever the common council shall approve the gratu-
itous use of the institution for the particular conventions and pur-
poses specified in this subsection, said common council shall
appropriate to the auditorium fund the usual and customary rentals
charged therefor.  The aggregate amount to be so expended may
be made a part of the annual budget, as provided by ch. 65, 1943
stats.

History:   1971 c. 152 s. 29; Stats. 1971 s. 229.24; 1975 c. 94 s. 91 (9).

229.25 Annual  report.   The auditorium board shall report
annually to the common council all receipts into and disburse-
ments from the auditorium fund, and the balance on hand.

History:   1971 c. 152 s. 29; Stats. 1971 s. 229.25.

229.26 Exposition  center .  (1) Any city of the 1st class may
in addition to all other powers conferred upon it establish and
maintain a convention complex and exposition center, hereinafter
termed “convention institution”, for the purpose of holding con-
ventions, public meetings, expositions, exhibits, trade shows,
gatherings, conferences and other related purposes of a public
nature which are hereby declared to be public purposes.

(2) The building, maintenance and operation of the conven-
tion institution shall be under the complete and autonomous con-
trol of a board which shall act independently and shall be desig-
nated as the “(city) Exposition and Convention Center and Arena
Board”.  Such board shall be composed of the number of members
as provided for by resolution adopted by the common council of
such city.  The common council shall prescribe the terms of mem-
bers of the board and shall designate the manner in which they
shall be selected.  The board may sue and be sued.

(3) The board shall have complete maintenance, supervision,
control and operation of the convention institution and it shall reg-
ulate, control and designate the use thereof.  The board shall also
fix  the terms and conditions for its use and do all things necessary
for the maintenance and operation thereof and it shall handle all
finances of the convention institution.

(4) Title to all property real or personal of the convention insti-
tution shall be in the name of such city and shall, except as pro-
vided in s. 229.47, be held by such city for such purposes, but the
board shall determine the use to which such property shall be
devoted as provided for in this section.

(4m) A common council that creates a convention institution
under this section may dissolve the convention institution and the
convention institution’s board and transfer all of the assets and lia-
bilities owned or administered by the convention institution if the
common council enters into a transfer agreement under s. 229.47
with a district that has jurisdiction over the territory in which the
convention institution is located.
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(5) The common council of such city may appropriate such
sums as may be required to supplement revenues of the conven-
tion institution in order for the board to regulate, control and oper-
ate the convention institution.  The board may receive gifts and
contributions from any source as in the judgment of such board
shall be consistent and in keeping with the general operations and
public purpose of the convention institution.

(6) The common council may by resolution adopted by it
impose additional duties and responsibilities upon the board in
connection with the operation, maintenance and control of such
convention institution, however, the board shall itself determine
the manner in which such operation shall be performed.

(7) In addition to all other powers of the board, the board may
hire and retain personnel including the selection of a general man-
ager for the convention institution and the board shall determine
the manner of selection of all of its employes.  The board shall
establish the compensation for its personnel but shall relate as far
as possible to general wage rates of such city of the 1st class for
comparable work performed.  The board may also enter into con-
tracts on behalf of the board without first obtaining approval of the
common council of such city and such contracts may be entered
into with respect to all matters which relate to the operation, con-
trol and use of the convention institution as determined by the
board.

(8) The board shall report annually or more frequently as the
common council so determines with respect to all receipts and dis-
bursements of the board, balances of the board’s funds and all
other matters which bear upon the board’s operations.  Expendi-
tures made by the board from funds under its control shall not
require prior approval of the common council of such city.

(10) If  the employes who perform services for the board are
included within one or more collective bargaining units under
subch. IV of ch. 111 that do not include other employes of the
sponsoring municipality, and a collective bargaining agreement
exists between the sponsoring municipality and the representative
of those employes in any such unit, and if the common council
enters into a transfer agreement under s. 229.47, the board shall
transfer its functions under that collective bargaining agreement
to a local exposition district under subch. II  in accordance with the
transfer agreement.  Upon the effective date of the transfer, the
local exposition district shall carry out the functions of the
employer under that agreement.  Notwithstanding s. 111.70 (4)
(d), during the term of any such collective bargaining agreement
that is in effect at the time of the transfer, the existing collective
bargaining unit to which the agreement applies shall not be
altered.

History:   1971 c. 257; 1975 c. 47; 1993 a. 263.

229.27 Municipal  theater .  (1) Any city of the 1st class may,
in addition to all other powers conferred upon it, establish and
maintain a municipal theater hereinafter termed “theater”, for the
purpose of providing a community facility to further the advance-
ment of the performing arts and other related purposes of a public
nature which are hereby declared to be public purposes.

(2) An independent board shall be designated by the local
governing body as the “(City) Theater Board”.  The board shall be
composed of the number of members as provided for by resolution
adopted by the local governing body of the city.  The local govern-
ing body shall prescribe the terms of members of the board.  Mem-
bers shall be appointed by the mayor and confirmed by the local
governing body.

(3) The board shall have complete and autonomous control of
the building, maintenance, supervision and operation of the the-
ater; and shall regulate, control and designate the use thereof.  The
board shall also fix the terms and conditions for use of the theater
and do all things necessary for the maintenance and operation
thereof and shall handle all finances of the theater.  The board shall
also contract or otherwise provide for personnel and other services
and rentals necessary for the operation of the facility.  The board
may sue and be sued.

(4) Title to all property, real or personal, of the theater shall be
in the name of such city and shall be held by such city perpetually
for such purposes, but the board shall determine the use to which
such property shall be devoted under this section.  The theater
board shall not transfer title or property to the county.

(5) The local governing body of such city may appropriate
such sums as may be required to supplement revenues of the the-
ater in order for the board to regulate, control and operate the the-
ater.  As in the judgment of such board shall be consistent and in
keeping with the general operation and public purposes of the the-
ater, the board may receive, hold and manage any devise, bequest,
donation or loan for the establishment, increase or maintenance
thereof, under such regulations and conditions as may be pre-
scribed pursuant to law or agreed upon by and between the donors
and the board.

(6) The local governing body may by resolution adopted by it
impose additional duties and responsibilities upon the board in
connection with the operation, maintenance and control of the the-
ater, however the board shall itself determine the manner in which
such operations shall be performed.

(7) In addition to all other powers of the board, the board may
hire and retain all personnel, or contract or designate responsibil-
ity for the supervision of the theater and the board shall determine
the manner of selection of all of its employes, contracts or desig-
nees.  The board shall establish the compensation for its person-
nel. The board may enter into contracts on behalf of the board
without first obtaining approval of the local governing body of the
city, and such contracts may be entered into with respect to all mat-
ters which relate to the operation, control and use of the theater as
determined by the board.

(8) The board shall report annually or more frequently as the
local governing body so determines with respect to all receipts and
disbursements of the board, balances of the board’s funds and all
other matters which bear upon the board’s operations. Expendi-
tures made by the board from funds under its control shall not
require the approval of the local governing body of the city.

(9) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, all
actions of the board may be reviewed, modified or nullified by
appropriate action of the local governing body.

History:   1977 c. 134.

SUBCHAPTER II

LOCAL EXPOSITION DISTRICTS

229.41 Definitions.   In this subchapter:
(2) “Board of directors” means the board of directors of a dis-

trict.
(3) “Bond” means any bond, note or other obligation of a dis-

trict issued under this subchapter.
(3m) “Bond resolution” means a resolution of the board of

directors authorizing the issuance of, or providing terms and con-
ditions related to, bonds and includes, where appropriate, any trust
agreement, trust indenture, indenture of mortgage or deed of trust
providing terms and conditions for bonds.

(4) “Chief executive officer” means, as to a sponsoring
municipality, the mayor or city manager of a city, the village presi-
dent of a village or the county executive of a county or, if the
county does not have a county executive, the chairperson of the
county board of supervisors.

(4m) “District”  means a special purpose district created under
this subchapter.

(5) “Enabling resolution” means a resolution, or an amend-
ment of a resolution, adopted by the governing body of a sponsor-
ing municipality and signed by the chief executive officer to create
a district.

(6) “Exposition center” means one or more related structures,
including fixtures and equipment, owned, operated or leased by
a district and used primarily for conventions, expositions, trade

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/subch.%20IV%20of%20ch.%20111
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/subch.%20IV%20of%20ch.%20111
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/229.47
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/subch.%20II%20of%20ch.%20229
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/111.70(4)(d)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/111.70(4)(d)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/257
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/47
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/263
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/134


PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS  229.425 Updated 95−96 Wis. Stats. Database

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.

shows, musical or dramatic events or other events involving edu-
cational, cultural or commercial activities, and not primarily for
recreational or sporting activities.

(7) “Exposition center facilities” means land or structures,
including fixtures and equipment, owned, operated or leased by
a district that are used primarily to support the activities of an
exposition center, and are functionally related to the exposition
center, such as offices, parking lots and garages, storage or loading
facilities, access ways, transportation facilities, restaurants and
stores.

(8) “Exposition center site” means land owned, operated or
leased by a district upon which an exposition center or exposition
center facilities exist or may be constructed.

(9) “Private sector entity” means an entity that is not a public
sector entity.

(10) “Public sector entity” means this state, a city, village,
town or county or a quasi−governmental entity.

(11) “Sponsoring municipality” means any city, village, town
or county that creates a district either separately or in combination
with another city, village, town or county.

(12) “Transfer agreement” means the contract between a dis-
trict and a sponsoring municipality that provides the terms and
conditions upon which the ownership and operation of an exposi-
tion center and exposition center facilities are transferred from a
sponsoring municipality to the district.

History:   1993 a. 263.

229.42 Creation  and organization.   (1) A sponsoring
municipality may create a special purpose district that is a unit of
government, that is a body corporate and politic, that is separate
and distinct from, and independent of, the state and the sponsoring
municipality, and that has the powers under s. 229.44, if the spon-
soring municipality does all of the following:

(a)  Adopts an enabling resolution, subject to sub. (2), that does
all of the following:

1.  Declares the need for establishing the district.
2.  Contains findings of public purpose.
3.  Names the district.
4.  Contains a description of the exposition center to be devel-

oped, owned, leased or operated by the district.
5.  If the sole sponsoring municipality is a 1st class city, states

that the municipality agrees to stop imposing and collecting its
room tax under s. 66.75 (1m) (a).

(b)  Files copies of the enabling resolution with the secretary
of administration, the secretary of revenue and the county execu-
tive, if the sponsoring municipality is not a county.

(2) A district may have more than one sponsoring municipal-
ity if each sponsoring municipality is identified in a substantially
similar enabling resolution that is adopted by the governing body
of each sponsoring municipality within a 90−day period com-
mencing with the date of adoption of the first enabling resolution.

(3) The district shall be governed by its board of directors and,
except for the 3rd member described under sub. (4) (d) who is
either a chief executive officer of a municipality or a resident of
the district, may not act until all of the persons appointed to its
board are certified under s. 229.435.  The board of directors shall
adopt bylaws to govern the district’s activities, subject to this sub-
chapter.

(4) If  the sole sponsoring municipality is a 1st class city, the
board of directors shall consist of 15 members, who shall be quali-
fied and appointed, subject to sub. (7) (b), as follows:

(a)  Two members, who shall be residents of the sponsoring
municipality and primarily employes or officers of a private sector
entity, shall be appointed by the chief executive officer of the
sponsoring municipality.

(b)  Three members, each of whom shall be a resident of the
sponsoring municipality and primarily an employe or officer of a
public sector entity, shall be appointed by the president of the gov-

erning body of the sponsoring municipality and the president may
appoint himself or herself.

(c)  One member shall be the comptroller of the sponsoring
municipality, except that if the sponsoring municipality does not
have a comptroller one member shall be the chief financial officer
of the sponsoring municipality.

(d)  Three members, 2 of whom shall be primarily employes or
officers of a private sector entity, shall be appointed by the county
executive of the most populous county in which the sponsoring
municipality is located and the 2 private sector entity members
shall reside in the county but may not reside in the sponsoring
municipality.  The 3rd member shall be the chief executive officer
of a municipality that contributes a minimum of five−fourteenths
of its room tax to an entity which promotes tourism and conven-
tions within the jurisdiction of the district, as that term is used in
s. 229.43, except that if no municipality makes this minimum con-
tribution the 3rd member shall be a resident of the district.  The
room tax contribution shall be at least $150,000 each year.  The
chief executive officer appointed under this paragraph shall serve
a term that expires 2 years after his or her appointment, or shall
serve until the expiration of his or her term of elective office,
whichever occurs first.

(e)  Four members, one of whom shall be the secretary of
administration, or the secretary’s designee, and 3 of whom shall
be primarily employes or officers of a private sector entity, who
shall be appointed by the governor.  Of the 3 members who are
officers or employes of a private sector entity, at least one of the
appointees shall own, operate or manage an enterprise that is
located within the district’s jurisdiction and that has significant
involvement with the food and beverage industry and at least one
of the appointees shall own, operate or manage an enterprise that
is located within the district’s jurisdiction and that has significant
involvement with the lodging industry.  At least 2 of the appoin-
tees under this paragraph shall reside in the district’s jurisdiction
but may not reside in the sponsoring municipality.

(f)  Two members, each of whom shall be a cochairperson of
the joint committee on finance, or his or her designee if the desig-
nee is a member of the same house of the legislature as the cochair-
person who makes the designation.

(5) (a)  If a district has 2 or more sponsoring municipalities,
one of which is a 1st class city, the board of directors shall consist
of 8 members appointed by the chief executive officers of the
sponsoring municipalities.  The allocation of appointments by the
chief executive officers and the expiration dates of the terms of
office shall be specified in the enabling resolutions.  The directors
shall be subject to sub. (7) (a).

(b)  If a district has 2 or more sponsoring municipalities, none
of which is a 1st class city, the board of directors shall consist of
6 members appointed by the chief executive officer of each spon-
soring municipality.  The allocation of appointments by the chief
executive officers and the expiration dates of the terms of office
shall be specified in the enabling resolutions.  The directors shall
be subject to sub. (7) (a).

(6) If  the sole sponsoring municipality is not a 1st class city,
the board of directors shall consist of 6 members, all of whom shall
reside in the area of the district’s jurisdiction and shall be
appointed by the sponsoring municipality’s chief executive offi-
cer, subject to sub. (7) (a).  The expiration dates of the members’
terms of office shall be specified in the enabling resolution.  Three
of the directors shall be elected or appointed public officials of the
sponsoring municipality, one shall own, operate or manage an
enterprise that is located within the district’s jurisdiction and that
has a significant involvement with the hotel, motel and lodging
industry, one shall own, operate or manage an enterprise that is
located within the district’s jurisdiction and that has a significant
involvement with the food and beverage industry and one shall be
an at−large appointment who is an employe or officer of a private
sector entity.
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(7) (a)  Appointments by the chief executive officer under
subs. (5) and (6) shall be subject to confirmation by the governing
body of the sponsoring municipality.  The terms of office of the
public sector members of the board of directors shall be 3 years
and shall expire upon the earlier of a date specified in the enabling
resolution or the expiration of their respective terms of public
office.  The terms of office of the members who are officers or
employes of a private sector entity shall be 3 years, except that for
the initial appointments for a newly created district one−third of
the appointments of such members shall be for one year, one−third
shall be for 2 years and one−third shall be for 3 years.  If the num-
ber of members who are officers or employes of a private sector
entity is not divisible by 3, for the initial appointments of such
members for a newly created district, approximately one−third of
the appointments shall be for one year, approximately one−third
shall be for 2 years and approximately one−third shall be for 3
years.  No members who are officers or employes of a private sec-
tor entity may serve more than 2 consecutive full terms.  Members
may be removed from the board of directors prior to the expiration
of their terms only by the chief executive officer and only for mal-
feasance or nonfeasance in office.

(b)  1.  Subject to subds. 2. and 3., the terms of office of the
members of the board shall be 3 years, except that for the initial
appointments for a newly created district, as specified in the enab-
ling resolution, 4 of the appointments shall be for one year, 4
appointments, including the 3 members appointed under sub. (4)
(d), shall be for 2 years and 4 appointments shall be for 3 years.
The cochairpersons of the joint committee on finance or their
designees shall serve on the board for a term that is concurrent
with their terms in office and the comptroller’s appointment shall
be for the comptroller’s tenure in his or her position.  No member
who is an officer or employe of a private sector entity may serve
more than 2 consecutive full terms.

2.  The term of a public sector member shall expire or termi-
nate upon the earliest occurrence of one of the following:

a.  The term for which he or she was appointed expires.
b.  The member’s term in public office expires.
c.  The member is removed by his or her appointing authority

for malfeasance or nonfeasance in office.
3.  The term of a member who is an officer or employe of a

private sector entity shall expire or terminate upon the earliest
occurrence of one of the following:

a.  The term for which he or she was appointed expires.
b.  A member that is subject to a residency requirement estab-

lishes a nonqualifying residence.
c.  A member that is appointed as a member from the food and

beverage industry or the lodging industry no longer qualifies as an
industry representative as described in sub. (4) (e).

d.  The member is removed by his or her appointing authority
for malfeasance or nonfeasance in office.

(8) The board of directors shall elect from its membership a
chairperson, a vice chairperson, a secretary and a treasurer.  A
majority of the current membership of the board of directors
constitutes a quorum to do business.  Except as provided in ss.
66.75 (1m) (b) and 77.981, the district may take action based on
the affirmative vote of a majority of a quorum.

(9) The members of the board of directors shall be reimbursed
for their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the perfor-
mance of their duties.

History:   1993 a. 263; 1995 a. 134.

229.43 Jurisdiction.   A district’s jurisdiction is the sponsor-
ing municipality’s geographical area, except that, if the sponsor-
ing municipality is a 1st class city, the district’s jurisdiction is that
city and each city and village that is wholly or partly contained
within the most populous county in which that city is located and

except that no territory may be included within the jurisdiction of
more than one district.

History:   1993 a. 263.

229.435 Certification of board members.   Within 30 days
after a sponsoring municipality files an enabling resolution under
s. 229.42 (1) (b), each person who may appoint members to a
board of directors under s. 229.42 (4), (5) or (6) shall certify to the
department of administration the names of the persons appointed
to the board of directors under s. 229.42 (5) or (6) or, if the sole
sponsoring municipality is a 1st class city, the names of the per-
sons appointed to the board of directors under s. 229.42 (4).

History:   1993 a. 263.

229.44 Powers  of a district.   A district has all of the powers
necessary or convenient to carry out the purposes and provisions
of this subchapter.  In addition to all other powers granted by this
subchapter, a district may do any of the following:

(1) Adopt and alter an official seal.
(2) Sue and be sued in its own name, plead and be impleaded.
(3) Maintain an office.
(4) Do any of the following in connection with an exposition

center and exposition center facilities:
(a)  Acquire, construct, equip, maintain, improve, operate and

manage the exposition center and exposition center facilities, or
engage other persons to do these things.

(b)  Acquire, lease, use or transfer property.  With the approval
of all sponsoring municipalities of the district, the district may
acquire property by condemnation using the procedure under s.
32.05 or 32.06.

(c)  Improve real property.
(d)  Enter into contracts.  All contracts, the estimated costs of

which exceed $30,000, except contracts subject to s. 229.46 (5)
and contracts for personal or professional services, shall be sub-
ject to bid and shall be awarded to the lowest qualified and compe-
tent bidder.  The district may reject any bid that is submitted under
this paragraph.

(e)  Grant concessions.
(5) Employ personnel, and fix and regulate their compensa-

tion; and provide, either directly or subject to an agreement under
s. 66.30 or 229.47 as a participant in a benefit plan of another gov-
ernmental entity, any employe benefits, including an employe
pension plan.

(6) Purchase insurance, establish and administer a plan of
self−insurance or, subject to an agreement with another govern-
mental entity under s. 66.30 or 229.47, participate in a govern-
mental plan of insurance or self−insurance.

(7) Mortgage, pledge or otherwise encumber the district’s
property or funds.

(8) Issue bonds under ss. 229.48 to 229.56 and enter into
agreements related to the issuance of bonds, including liquidity
and credit facilities, remarketing agreements, insurance policies,
guaranty agreements, letter of credit or reimbursement agree-
ments, indexing agreements, interest exchange agreements and
currency exchange agreements.

(9) Maintain funds and invest the funds in any investment that
the board considers appropriate.

(10) Direct its agents or employes, if properly identified in
writing, to enter upon real property within its jurisdiction to make
surveys and examinations before locating or constructing an
exposition center or exposition center facilities, without incurring
liability  by the district, its agents or employes except for actual
damage done.  Before directing anyone to enter real property
under this subsection, the district shall give the owner and occu-
pant of the property at least 5 days’ written notice.
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(11) Promote, advertise and publicize its exposition center,
exposition center facilities and related activities.

(12) Set standards governing the use of, and the conduct
within, its exposition center and exposition center facilities in
order to promote public safety and convenience and to maintain
order.

(13) Establish rates or other charges for the use of its exposi-
tion center and exposition center facilities or for services rendered
by the district.

(14) Enter into partnerships, joint ventures or other arrange-
ments with other persons, including other districts created under
this subchapter, to further the district’s purposes.

(15) If  the district’s sponsoring municipality adopts a resolu-
tion described under s. 229.50 (1) (a), and if the district’s sponsor-
ing municipality agrees to stop imposing and collecting its room
tax under s. 66.75 (1m) (a), adopt a resolution to impose the taxes
under ss. 66.75 (1m), 77.98 and 77.99, except that, if a district
adopts a resolution under this subsection, it shall deliver a certified
copy of the resolution to the secretary of revenue at least 120 days
before its effective date.

History:   1993 a. 263.

229.45 Powers  granted to sponsoring municipality .  In
addition to any powers that it may otherwise have, a sponsoring
municipality may do any of the following:

(1) Make grants or loans to a district upon terms that the spon-
soring municipality considers appropriate.

(2) Expend public funds to subsidize a district.
(3) Borrow money under ss. 67.04 and 67.12 (12) for exposi-

tion center facilities or to fund grants, loans or subsidies to a dis-
trict.

History:   1993 a. 263.

229.46 Certain  contracting requirements.   (1) In this
section:

(a)  “Minority business” has the meaning given in s. 66.905 (1)
(a).

(b)  “Minority group member” has the meaning given in s.
560.036 (1) (f).

(c)  “Women’s business” means a sole proprietorship, partner-
ship, joint venture or corporation that is at least 51% owned, con-
trolled and actively managed by women.

(2) A person who is awarded a contract by a district shall
agree, as a condition to receiving the contract, that at least 25% of
the employes hired because of the contract will be minority group
members and at least 5% of the employes hired because of the con-
tract will be women if any of the following applies:

(a)  The contract is for the construction of any part of an exposi-
tion center.

(b)  The contract results in the hiring of individuals who will
work at the exposition center.

(3) At least 25% of the aggregate dollar value of contracts
awarded by the district in the following areas shall be awarded to
minority businesses and at least 5% of the aggregate dollar value
of contracts awarded by the district in the following areas shall be
awarded to women’s businesses:

(a)  Contracts for the construction of an exposition center.
(b)  Contracts entered into by the district for the purchase of ser-

vices to be performed at the exposition center.
(c)  Contracts for the underwriting of bonds.
(3m) It shall be a goal of a district, with regard to each of the

contracts described under sub. (3) (a), (b) and (c), to award at least
25% of the dollar value of such contracts to minority businesses.

(4) This section applies only to an exposition center that is
being constructed under contracts that are funded by the proceeds
of a bond issue that is secured by a special debt service reserve
fund under s. 229.50.

(5) Before a district initially constructs an exposition center or
exposition center facilities, or enters into contracts for such initial
construction, the district shall do all of the following:

(a)  Adopt or revise a program statement that includes all of the
following:

1.  An identification of the functions to be conducted in the
exposition center or exposition center facilities.

2.  An estimate of the space requirements for the functions
described under subd. 1.

3.  Minimum design requirements for the spaces described
under subd. 2.

4.  Site development requirements for the exposition center
and exposition center facilities.

5.  A maximum cost of the project.
(b)  Prescribe criteria for the preparation of requests for propos-

als for the initial construction of the exposition center and exposi-
tion center facilities.  The criteria shall include all of the following:

1.  The scope of responsibilities of the person or group of per-
sons submitting the proposal.

2.  The contractual relationships between a group of persons
submitting a proposal.

3.  General architectural elements.
4.  Electrical systems.
5.  Mechanical systems.
6.  Plumbing systems.
7.  Structural elements.

(c)  Solicit competitive sealed proposals for the design and ini-
tial construction of the exposition center and exposition center
facilities.  The panel described under sub. (6) shall evaluate the
proposals using a 2−phase selection process.  Under the first
phase, offerors shall submit information responding to the dis-
trict’s request for proposals, including the experience and past
performance of the offerors, a management plan, general concept
design features and a price analysis.  An offeror may be eliminated
from further consideration by the panel without discussion if any
minimum requirements of the request for proposal are not met.
The panel shall evaluate all first−phase proposals and select not
more than 3 offerors to submit 2nd−phase proposals.  All 2nd−
phase proposals shall include all of the following:

1.  Responses to any comments or questions by the panel relat-
ing to first phase submissions.

2.  Refined initial design concepts, management plan and
materials relating to experience and past performance.

3.  A development schedule.
4.  A guaranteed maximum price for the design and initial con-

struction of the exposition center and exposition center facilities.
5.  Detail of any fees, including all professional service and

development fees.
6.  Evidence that is satisfactory to the panel of the offeror’s

ability to obtain bonds guaranteeing the offeror’s performance
and bonds guaranteeing the payment for labor and materials by the
offeror in amounts specified by the panel.

7.  Any other information and materials requested by the
panel.

(d)  Publish a class 2 notice under ch. 985 requesting the first−
phase proposals described under par. (c).  The advertisement shall
include the date by which the proposals must be submitted, which
shall be at least 7 days after the date of the last insertion of the
notice.

(e)  Forward to the panel described under sub. (6), for its recom-
mendations, all first−phase and 2nd−phase proposals received
under par. (c).

(6) (a)  The district shall convene an evaluation panel to make
recommendations concerning the competitive sealed proposals
that the district solicits and receives under sub. (5).  The panel
shall consist of the following members:
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1.  A representative appointed by the chief executive officer
of the city with the largest population within the district’s jurisdic-
tion, as that term is used in s. 229.43.

2.  Two representatives appointed by the secretary of adminis-
tration, one of whom shall be a registered engineer and one of
whom shall be a registered architect.

3.  A representative appointed by the district who has experi-
ence in the construction of major facilities.

4.  The comptroller of the sponsoring municipality with the
largest population within the district’s jurisdiction, as that term is
used in s. 229.43, except that if the sponsoring municipality does
not have a comptroller the representative shall be the chief finan-
cial officer of the sponsoring municipality.

(b)  The panel under par. (a) shall evaluate the proposals and
make its recommendations based on the adequacy of the
responses to the information solicited in the district’s request for
proposals, including the following factors:

1.  The guaranteed maximum price.
2.  The qualifications of the persons submitting the bids or pro-

posals.
3.  The time schedule contained in the proposals.
4.  The design quality and suitability of the construction or

remodeling plans contained in the proposals.
(7) The district may retain the department of administration or

any other consultant to assist in the preparation of the program
statement required under sub. (5) (a), the criteria required under
sub. (5) (b) or the request for proposals required under sub. (5) (c).

History:   1993 a. 263.

229.47 Transfer  agreements.   A sponsoring municipality
may enter into a transfer agreement with a district to provide the
terms and conditions upon which the sponsoring municipality
may transfer any interests in an existing exposition center and
exposition center facilities created under this subchapter or an
existing convention institution created under s. 229.26 to the dis-
trict.  The transfer agreement may include provisions for the divi-
sion of revenues from taxes levied by the district under s. 66.75
(1m) and subchs. VIII  and IX of ch. 77 to fund costs incurred by
the sponsoring municipality during any transition period in which
the sponsoring municipality has continuing responsibility for the
operation or maintenance of any exposition center, exposition
center facilities or convention institution facilities.  A transfer may
take the form of a sale, lease or other conveyance and may be with
or without financial consideration.  A transfer agreement shall
require the district to accept an assignment of all contracts with
other persons, with respect to a transferred exposition center,
exposition center facilities or convention institution facilities, that
are in force at the time of transfer.  If the employes who perform
services for a board created under s. 229.26 (2) are included within
one or more collective bargaining units under subch. IV of ch. 111
that do not include other employes of the sponsoring municipality,
and a collective bargaining agreement exists between the sponsor-
ing municipality and the representative of those employes in any
such unit, the transfer agreement shall require the district to
assume the functions of the employer under that collective bar-
gaining agreement as provided in s. 229.26 (10).

History:   1993 a. 263.

229.477 Dissolution  of a district.   Subject to providing for
the payment of its bonds, including interest on the bonds, and the
performance of its other contractual obligations, a district may be
dissolved by the joint action of the district’s board of directors and
sponsoring municipality.  If the district is dissolved, the property
of the district shall be transferred to its sponsoring municipality.
If  the district was created by more than one sponsoring municipal-
ity, the municipalities shall agree on the apportioning of the dis-
trict’s property before the district may be dissolved.

History:   1993 a. 263.

229.48 Issuance  of bonds.   (1) A district may issue bonds
for costs and purposes that are related to an exposition center or
an exposition center facility, including all of the following:

(a)  Costs of acquiring, constructing, equipping, maintaining or
improving an exposition center or an exposition center facility.

(b)  Costs of acquiring or improving an exposition center site.
(c)  Engineering, architectural or consultant fees, costs of envi-

ronmental or feasibility studies, permit and license fees and simi-
lar planning or preparatory costs, that are related to an exposition
center or exposition center facility.

(d)  Funding budgeted costs for an exposition center or exposi-
tion center facility for the 6−month period immediately following
the completion of its construction or acquisition.

(e)  Interest on bonds or on any debt that is retired with the pro-
ceeds of bonds, if the interest is incurred or is reasonably expected
to be incurred during the time period beginning a reasonable time
period prior to the construction or acquisition of an exposition
center or exposition center facility and ending 6 months after the
completion of the construction or acquisition.

(f)  Expenses related to the authorization, issuance and sale of
the bonds.

(g)  Funding reserves authorized by the bond resolution.
(1m) For financing purposes, exposition centers and exposi-

tion center facilities are public utilities and tax revenues imposed
under s. 66.75 (1m) (a) and (b) and subchs. VIII  and IX of ch. 77
are property or income of the public utility.

(2) All  bonds are negotiable for all purposes, notwithstanding
their payment from a limited source.  A district may retain the
building commission or any other person as its financial consul-
tant to assist with and coordinate the issuance of bonds and shall
use the building commission as its financial consultant for bonds
secured by a special debt service reserve fund under s. 229.50.

(3) The bonds of each issue shall be payable solely out of reve-
nues of the district specified in the bond resolution under which
the bonds are issued.

(4) A district may not issue bonds unless the issuance is first
authorized by a bond resolution.  Bonds shall bear the dates,
mature at the times not exceeding 40 years from their dates of
issue, be payable at the times, be in the denominations, be in the
form, carry the registration and conversion privileges, be exe-
cuted in the manner, be payable in lawful money of any sovereign
government at the places, and be subject to the terms of redemp-
tion, that the bond resolution provides.  Bonds shall bear interest
at fixed, variable or no interest, as provided in the bond resolution.
The bonds shall be executed by the manual or facsimile signatures
of the officers of the district designated by the board of directors.
The bonds may be sold at public or private sale at the price, in the
manner and at the time determined by the board of directors.
Pending preparation of definitive bonds, a district may issue
interim receipts or certificates that shall be exchanged for the
definitive bonds.

(5) A bond resolution may contain provisions, which shall be
a part of the contract with the holders of the bonds that are autho-
rized by the bond resolution, regarding any of the following:

(a)  Pledging or assigning specified assets or revenues of the
district.

(b)  Setting aside reserves or sinking funds, and the regulation,
investment and disposition of these funds.

(c)  Limitations on the purpose to which or the investments in
which the proceeds of the sale of any issue of bonds may be
applied.

(d)  Limitations on the issuance of additional bonds, the terms
upon which additional bonds may be issued and secured and the
terms upon which additional bonds may rank on a parity with, or
be subordinate or superior to, other bonds.
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(e)  Funding, refunding, advance refunding or purchasing out-
standing bonds.

(f)  Procedures, if any, by which the terms of any contract with
bondholders may be amended, the amount of bonds the holders of
which must consent to the amendment and the manner in which
this consent may be given.

(g)  Defining the acts or omissions to act that constitute a
default in the duties of the district issuing the bonds to the bond-
holders, and providing the rights and remedies of the bondholders
in the event of a default.

(h)  Other matters relating to the bonds that the board of direc-
tors considers desirable.

(6) Neither the members of the board of directors nor any per-
son executing the bonds is liable personally on the bonds or sub-
ject to any personal liability or accountability by reason of the
issuance of the bonds, unless the personal liability or accountabil-
ity is the result of wilful misconduct.

History:   1993 a. 263.

229.49 Bond  security .  A district may secure bonds by a trust
agreement, trust indenture, indenture of mortgage or deed of trust
by and between the district and one or more corporate trustees.  A
bond resolution providing for the issuance of bonds so secured
may mortgage, pledge, assign or grant security interests in some
or all of the revenues and property of the district issuing the bonds
and may contain those provisions for protecting and enforcing the
rights and remedies of the bondholders that are reasonable and
proper and not in violation of law.  A bond resolution may contain
other provisions determined by the board of directors to be reason-
able and proper for the security of the bondholders.

History:   1993 a. 263.

229.50 Special  debt  service reserve funds.   (1) ESTAB-
LISHMENT OF SPECIAL DEBT SERVICE RESERVE FUNDS.  A district may
establish one or more special funds to secure its bonds, referred to
in this subchapter as special debt service reserve funds, if, prior to
each issuance of bonds to be secured by the special debt service
reserve fund, the secretary of administration determines that all of
the following conditions are met with respect to the bonds:

(a)  Substantial statewide public purpose.  The proceeds of the
bonds, other than refunding bonds, will be used in connection with
an exposition center, or an exposition center facility used primar-
ily  to support the activities of an exposition center, that serves a
substantial statewide public purpose.  An exposition center serves
a substantial statewide public purpose if all of the following condi-
tions are met:

1.  Each sponsoring municipality of the district adopts a reso-
lution that certifies that the exposition center meets all of the fol-
lowing conditions:

a.  The exposition center includes or will include an exhibition
hall of at least 100,000 square feet.

b.  The exposition center is reasonably projected to support at
least 2,000 full−time equivalent jobs.

c.  The exposition center is reasonably projected to stimulate
at least $6,500,000,000 in total spending in the state over the
30−year period beginning on the date on which the bonds are
issued.

d.  The exposition center is reasonably projected to attract at
least 50,000 out−of−state visitors annually.

e.  The exposition center is reasonably projected to generate
at least $150,000,000 of incremental state income, franchise and
sales tax revenues over the 30−year period beginning on the date
on which the bonds are issued.

2.  Each sponsoring municipality sends a copy of the resolu-
tion  adopted under subd. 1. to the secretary of administration and
the secretary of revenue.

3.  Neither the secretary of administration nor the secretary of
revenue determines that a resolution provided under subd. 2. does
not meet the conditions under subd. 1.  If a secretary makes a deter-

mination under this subdivision, the secretary shall provide writ-
ten notice of his or her determination and the reasons for his or her
determination to each sponsoring municipality of the district
within 30 days after receiving a copy of all resolutions under subd.
2.  A determination under this subdivision is not subject to review
under ch. 227, but sponsoring municipalities may resubmit reso-
lutions under subd. 1. at any time after a secretary issues a deter-
mination under this subdivision.

(b)  Feasibility.  The proceeds of bonds, other than refunding
bonds, will be used for feasible projects and there is a reasonable
likelihood that the bonds will be repaid without the necessity of
drawing on funds in the special debt service reserve fund that
secures the bonds.  The secretary of administration may not make
the determinations required under this paragraph unless a major-
ity of the authorized members of the district’s board has voted that,
if  the balance in a special debt service reserve fund of the district
is less than the requirement under sub. (5), the room tax imposed
by the district under s. 66.75 (1m) (b) is 3% of total room charges
and the food and beverages tax imposed by the district under s.
77.981 is 0.5% of gross receipts.  In addition, the secretary of
administration may make the determinations required under this
paragraph only after considering all of the following:

1.  Whether a pledge of the gross tax revenues of the district
is made under the bond resolution.

2.  Whether the tax revenues of the district will be paid directly
to the trustee of the bonds.

3.  Revenue projections for the projects to be financed by the
bonds and the reasonableness of the assumptions on which these
revenue projections are based.

4.  The proposed interest rates of the bonds and the resulting
cash−flow requirements.

5.  Whether the projected ratio of annual tax revenues to
annual debt service of the district, taking into account capitalized
interest, is 135% or greater.

6.  Whether an understanding exists providing for repayment
by the district to the state of all amounts appropriated to the special
debt service reserve fund pursuant to sub. (7).

7.  Whether the district has agreed to provide the department
of administration with all financial reports of the district and all
regular monthly statements of the trustee of the bonds on a direct
and ongoing basis.

8.  Whether the district has agreed that the department of
administration will have direct and immediate access, at any time
and without notice, to all records of the district.

(c)  Limit on bonds issued.  The amount of all bonds, other than
refunding bonds, that would be secured by all special debt service
reserve funds of the district will not exceed $200,000,000.

(d)  Use of net proceeds.  Not more than $170,000,000 of the
total net proceeds of all bonds, other than refunding bonds, that
would be secured by all special debt service reserve funds of the
district will be used for the purposes specified under s. 229.48 (1)
(a) to (c), except that no proceeds of the bonds secured by a special
debt service reserve fund may be used to remodel or refurbish an
existing exposition center or existing exposition center facilities
transferred under a transfer agreement under s. 229.47.

(e)  Date of issuance.  The bonds, other than refunding bonds,
will  be issued no later than April 1, 1999.

(f)  Transfer agreement.  A sponsoring municipality of the dis-
trict issuing the bonds has entered into a transfer agreement under
s. 229.47 that transfers to the district the sponsoring municipali-
ty’s interests in an existing exposition center and exposition center
facilities created under this subchapter or in an existing conven-
tion institution under s. 229.26.

(g)  Refunding bonds.  All refunding bonds to be secured by the
special debt service reserve fund meet all of the following condi-
tions:
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1.  The refunding bonds are to be issued to fund, refund or
advance refund bonds secured by a special debt service reserve
fund.

2.  The refunding of bonds by the refunding bonds was deter-
mined by the secretary of administration not to adversely affect
the risk that the state will be called on to make a payment under
sub. (7).

(2) PAYMENT OF FUNDS INTO A SPECIAL DEBT SERVICE RESERVE

FUND.  A district shall pay into each of these special debt service
reserve funds any moneys appropriated and made available by the
state for the purposes of the special debt service reserve fund, any
proceeds of a sale of bonds to the extent provided in the bond reso-
lution authorizing the issuance of the bonds and any other moneys
that are made available to the district for the purpose of the special
debt service reserve fund from any other source.

(3) USE OF MONEYS IN THE SPECIAL DEBT SERVICE RESERVE

FUND.  All moneys held in any special debt service reserve fund of
a district, except as otherwise specifically provided, shall be used,
as required, solely for the payment of the principal of bonds
secured in whole or in part by the special debt service reserve fund,
the making of sinking fund payments with respect to these bonds,
the purchase or redemption of these bonds, the payment of interest
on these bonds or the payment of any redemption premium
required to be paid when these bonds are redeemed prior to matu-
rity.  If moneys in a special debt service reserve fund at any time
are less than the special debt service reserve fund requirement
under sub. (5) for the debt service reserve fund, the district may
not use these moneys for any optional purchase or optional
redemption of the bonds.  Any income or interest earned by, or
increment to, any special debt service reserve fund due to the
investment of moneys in the special debt service reserve fund may
be transferred by the district to other funds or accounts of the dis-
trict to the extent that the transfer does not reduce the amount of
the special debt service reserve fund below the special debt ser-
vice reserve fund requirement under sub. (5) for the special debt
service reserve fund.

(4) LIMITATION  ON BONDS SECURED BY A SPECIAL DEBT SERVICE

RESERVE FUND.  A district shall accumulate in each special debt ser-
vice reserve fund an amount equal to the special debt service
reserve fund requirement under sub. (5) for the special debt ser-
vice reserve fund.  A district may not at any time issue bonds
secured in whole or in part by a special debt service reserve fund
if  upon the issuance of these bonds the amount in the special debt
service reserve fund will be less than the special debt service
reserve fund requirement under sub. (5) for the special debt ser-
vice reserve fund, unless the district, at the time that it issues the
bonds, deposits in the special debt service reserve fund from the
proceeds of the bond issuance, or from other sources, an amount
that, together with the amount then in the special debt service
reserve fund, will not be less than the special debt service reserve
fund requirement under sub. (5) for the special debt service
reserve fund.

(5) SPECIAL DEBT SERVICE RESERVE FUND REQUIREMENT.  The
special debt service reserve fund requirement for a special debt
service reserve fund, as of any particular date of computation, is
equal to an amount of money, as provided in the bond resolution
authorizing the bonds with respect to which the special debt ser-
vice reserve fund is established, that may not exceed the maxi-
mum annual debt service on the bonds of the district for that fiscal
year or any future fiscal year of the district secured in whole or in
part by that special debt service reserve fund.  In computing the
annual debt service for any fiscal year, bonds deemed to have been
paid in accordance with the defeasance provisions of the bond res-
olution authorizing the issuance of the bonds shall not be included
in bonds outstanding on such date of computation.  The annual
debt service for any fiscal year is the amount of money equal to
the aggregate of all of the following calculated on the assumption
that the bonds will, after the date of computation, cease to be out-
standing by reason, but only by reason, of the payment of bonds

when due, and the payment when due, and application in accord-
ance with the bond resolution authorizing those bonds, of all of the
sinking fund payments payable at or after the date of computation:

(a)  All interest payable during the fiscal year on all bonds that
are secured in whole or in part by the special debt service reserve
fund and that are outstanding on the date of computation.

(b)  The principal amount of all of the bonds that are secured
in whole or in part by the special debt service reserve fund, are out-
standing on the date of computation and mature during the fiscal
year.

(c)  All amounts specified in bond resolutions of the district
authorizing any of the bonds that are secured in whole or in part
by the special debt service reserve fund to be payable during the
fiscal year as a sinking fund payment with respect to any of the
bonds that mature after the fiscal year.

(6) VALUATION  OF SECURITIES.  In computing the amount of a
special debt service reserve fund for the purposes of this section,
securities in which all or a portion of the special debt service
reserve fund is invested shall be valued at their fair market value.

(7) STATE MORAL OBLIGATION PLEDGE.  If at any time the special
debt service reserve fund requirement under sub. (5) for a special
debt service reserve fund exceeds the amount of moneys in the
special debt service reserve fund, the board of directors of the dis-
trict shall certify to the secretary of administration, the governor,
the joint committee on finance and the governing body of the
sponsoring municipality the amount necessary to restore the spe-
cial debt service reserve fund to an amount equal to the special
debt service reserve fund requirement under sub. (5) for the spe-
cial debt service reserve fund.  If this certification is received by
the secretary of administration in an even−numbered year prior to
the completion of the budget compilation under s. 16.43, the sec-
retary shall include the certified amount in the budget compila-
tion.  In any case, the joint committee on finance shall introduce
in either house, in bill form, an appropriation of the amount so cer-
tified to the appropriate special debt service reserve fund of the
district.  Recognizing its moral obligation to do so, the legislature
hereby expresses its expectation and aspiration that, if ever called
upon to do so, it shall make this appropriation.

History:   1993 a. 263.

229.52 Bonds  not public debt.   (1) The state and a spon-
soring municipality are not liable on bonds and the bonds are not
a debt of the state or a sponsoring municipality.  All bonds shall
contain a statement to this effect on the face of the bond.  A bond
issue does not, directly or indirectly or contingently, obligate the
state or a political subdivision of the state to levy any tax or make
any appropriation for payment of the bonds.

(2) Nothing in this subchapter authorizes a district to create a
debt of the state or a sponsoring municipality, and all bonds issued
by a district are payable, and shall state that they are payable,
solely from the funds pledged for their payment in accordance
with the bond resolution authorizing their issuance or in any trust
indenture or mortgage or deed of trust executed as security for the
bonds.  The state and a sponsoring municipality are not liable for
the payment of the principal of or interest on a bond or for the per-
formance of any pledge, mortgage, obligation or agreement that
may be undertaken by a district.  The breach of any pledge, mort-
gage, obligation or agreement undertaken by a district does not
impose pecuniary liability upon the state or a sponsoring munici-
pality or a charge upon its general credit or against its taxing
power.

History:   1993 a. 263.

229.53 State pledge.   The state pledges to and agrees with the
bondholders, and persons that enter into contracts with a district
under this subchapter, that the state will not limit or alter the rights
and powers vested in a district by this subchapter, including the
rights and powers under s. 229.44 (15), before the district has fully
met and discharged the bonds, and any interest due on the bonds,
and has fully performed its contracts, unless adequate provision

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/229.50(7)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/229.50(5)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/229.50(5)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/229.50(5)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/229.50(5)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/229.50(5)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/229.50(5)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/229.50(5)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/16.43
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/263
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/263
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1995/229.44(15)


PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS  229.6611 Updated 95−96 Wis. Stats. Database

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.

is made by law for the protection of the bondholders or those
entering into contracts with a district.

History:   1993 a. 263.

229.55 Trust  funds.   All  moneys received under this sub-
chapter, whether as proceeds from the sale of bonds or from any
other source, are trust funds to be held and applied solely as pro-
vided in this subchapter.  Any officer with whom, or any bank or
trust company with which, those moneys are deposited shall act
as trustee of those moneys and shall hold and apply the moneys
for the purposes of this subchapter, subject to this subchapter and
the bond resolution authorizing issuance of the bonds.

History:   1993 a. 263.

229.56 Funding  and refunding  bonds.   (1) A district may
issue bonds to fund or refund any outstanding bond, including the
payment of any redemption premium on the outstanding bond and
any interest accrued or to accrue to the earliest or any subsequent
date of redemption, purchase or maturity.

(2) A district may apply the proceeds of the bonds issued to
fund or refund any outstanding bond to the purchase or retirement
at maturity or redemption of the outstanding bond either on its ear-
liest or any subsequent redemption date or upon the purchase or
at the maturity of the bond.  A district may, pending application,
place the proceeds in escrow to be applied to the purchase or
retirement at maturity or redemption on any date the board of
directors determines.

History:   1993 a. 263.

229.57 Budgets;  rates and charges; audit.   A district
shall adopt a calendar year as its fiscal year for accounting pur-
poses.  The board of directors shall annually prepare a budget for
the district.  Rates and other charges received by the district shall
be used for the general expenses and capital expenditures of the
district and to pay interest, amortization, and retirement charges
on bonds.  The district shall maintain an accounting system in
accordance with generally accepted accounting principles and
shall have its financial statements and debt covenants audited
annually by an independent certified public accountant.

History:   1993 a. 263.

SUBCHAPTER III

LOCAL PROFESSIONAL
BASEBALL PARK DISTRICTS

229.64 Legislative declaration.   (1) The legislature deter-
mines that the provision of assistance by state agencies to a district
under this subchapter, any appropriation of funds to a district
under this subchapter and the moral obligation pledge under s.
229.74 (7) serve a statewide public purpose by assisting the devel-
opment of a professional baseball park in the state for providing
recreation, by encouraging economic development and tourism,
by reducing unemployment and by bringing needed capital into
the state for the benefit and welfare of people throughout the state.
The legislature determines that the taxes that may be imposed by
a district under subch. V of ch. 77 are special taxes that are gener-
ated apart from any direct annual tax on taxable property.

(2) The legislature determines that a district including a
county with a population of more than 500,000 serves a public
purpose in that county and all counties that are contiguous to that
county by providing recreation, by encouraging economic devel-
opment and tourism, by reducing unemployment and by bringing
needed capital into the multicounty area for the benefit of people
in the multicounty area.

History:   1995 a. 56.
1995 Wisconsin Act 56 which created subchapter III of chapter 229 is constitu-

tional.  Libertarian Party v. State, 199 W (2d) 791, 546 NW (2d) 424 (1996).

229.65 Definitions.   In this subchapter:

(1) “Baseball park facilities” means property, tangible or
intangible, owned in whole or in substantial part, operated or
leased by a district that is principally for professional baseball
including parking lots, garages, restaurants, parks, concession
facilities, entertainment facilities and transportation facilities, and
other functionally related or auxiliary facilities or structures.

(2) “Bond” means any bond, note or other obligation issued
under s. 66.066 by a district.

(3) “Bond resolution” means a resolution of the district board
authorizing the issuance of, or providing terms and conditions
related to, bonds and includes, where appropriate, any trust agree-
ment, trust indenture, indenture of mortgage or deed of trust pro-
viding terms and conditions for bonds.

(4) “Chief executive officer” means the county executive of
a county or, if the county does not have a county executive, the
chairperson of the county board of supervisors.

(5) “District” means a special district created under this sub-
chapter.

(6) “District board” means the governing board of a district.
(7) “Supermajority” means not less than 60% of the members

of the district board.
History:   1995 a. 56.

229.66 Creation  and organization.   (1) There is created,
for each jurisdiction under s. 229.67, a special district that is a
local governmental unit, that is a body corporate and politic, that
is separate and distinct from, and independent of, the state, that has
the powers under s. 229.68 and the name of which includes “Pro-
fessional Baseball Park District”.

(2) A district is governed by its district board.  The district
board may adopt bylaws to govern the district’s activities, subject
to this subchapter.  Subject to sub. (3), the district board shall con-
sist of the following members:

(a)  A number of persons equal to the number of counties within
the jurisdiction of the district plus one, appointed by the governor.
At least one of the persons appointed by the governor shall reside
within each county that is within the jurisdiction of the district.
A person appointed under this paragraph may take his or her seat
immediately upon appointment and qualification, subject to con-
firmation or rejection by the senate.

(b)  Two persons appointed by the chief executive officer of the
most populous county within the jurisdiction of the district, who
shall serve at the pleasure of the chief executive officer.  A person
appointed under this paragraph may take his or her seat immedi-
ately upon appointment and qualification, subject to confirmation
or rejection by a majority of the members−elect of the county
board.

(c)  One person for each county in the jurisdiction of the district
other than the most populous county within the jurisdiction of the
district, appointed by the chief executive officer of that county.
Each person appointed under this paragraph for a county shall
serve at the pleasure of the chief executive officer in that county.
A person appointed under this paragraph may take his or her seat
immediately upon appointment and qualification, subject to con-
firmation or rejection by a majority of the members−elect of the
county board.

(g)  One person appointed by the mayor of the most populous
city within the jurisdiction of a district or if that city is organized
under subch. I of ch. 64, the president of the council of that city,
who shall serve at the pleasure of the mayor.  A person appointed
under this paragraph may take his or her seat immediately upon
appointment and qualification, subject to confirmation or rejec-
tion by a majority of the members−elect of the common council
or council.

(3) Upon appointment under sub. (2), the appointing authori-
ties shall certify the appointees to the secretary of administration.
The term of office of 50% of the persons appointed under sub. (2)
(a) is 2 years, and the term of office of the other 50% of the persons
appointed under sub. (2) (a) is 4 years, except that if an odd num-
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ber of persons is appointed under sub. (2) (a), there shall be one
more office with a term of 4 years than there are offices with terms
of 2 years, and except that for the initial appointments for a newly
created district the initial terms shall expire on July 1 of the 2nd
year beginning after creation of a district for persons appointed to
2−year terms, and the initial terms shall expire on July 1 of the 4th
year beginning after creation of a district for persons appointed to
4−year terms.  Persons appointed under sub. (2) (a) may be
removed from the district board before the expiration of their
terms by the appointing authority but only for cause, as defined in
s. 17.16 (2).  Vacancies for persons appointed under sub. (2) (a)
shall be filled by the appointing authority who appointed the per-
son whose office is vacant.  A person appointed to fill a vacancy
under sub. (2) (a) shall serve for the remainder of the term to which
he or she is appointed.  All of the appointing authorities shall
ensure, to the greatest extent possible, that the membership of the
board is diverse with respect to race.  Of the persons appointed
under sub. (2), not more than 4 may reside in any one county.

(4) The governor shall select the chairperson of the district
board and the district board shall elect from its membership a vice
chairperson, a secretary and a treasurer.  A majority of the current
membership of the district board constitutes a quorum to do busi-
ness.  The district may take action based on the affirmative vote
of a majority of those directors who are present at a meeting of the
district board.

(5) The members of the district board shall be reimbursed for
their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance
of their duties.

(6) Upon the appointment and qualification of a majority of
the members of a district board, the district board may exercise the
powers and duties of a district board under this subchapter.

(7) At its first meeting the district board shall name the district.
History:   1995 a. 56.

229.67 Jurisdiction.   A district’s jurisdiction is any county
with a population of more than 500,000 and all counties that are
contiguous to that county and that are not already included in a dif-
ferent district.  Once created, a district’s jurisdiction is fixed even
if  the population of other counties within the district subsequently
exceed 500,000.  Once a county is included in a district’s jurisdic-
tion the county remains in the district until the district is dissolved
under s. 229.71.  In this section, “contiguous” includes a county
that touches another county only at a corner.

History:   1995 a. 56.

229.68 Powers  of a district.   A district has all of the powers
necessary or convenient to carry out the purposes and provisions
of this subchapter.  In addition to all other powers granted by this
subchapter, a district may do all of the following:

(1) Adopt and alter an official seal.
(2) Sue and be sued in its own name, plead and be impleaded.
(3) Maintain an office.
(4) In connection with baseball park facilities:
(a)  Acquire, construct, equip, maintain, improve, operate and

manage the baseball park facilities as a revenue−generating enter-
prise, or engage other persons to do these things.

(b)  Acquire; lease, as lessor or lessee; use; or transfer property;
except that the district may not enter into any lease that does not
receive the affirmative vote of a supermajority of the district
board.

(c)  Improve real property.
(d)  Enter into contracts, subject to such standards as may be

established by the district board.  The district board may award
any such contract for any combination or division of work it desig-
nates and may consider any factors in awarding a contract, includ-
ing price, time for completion of work and qualifications and past
performance of a contractor.

(e)  Grant concessions.

(f)  Make a grant of land or other property to the state, espe-
cially dedicated by the grant to use for a professional baseball
park.

(5) Employ personnel, and fix and regulate their compensa-
tion; and provide, either directly or subject to an agreement under
s. 66.30 as a participant in a benefit plan of another governmental
entity, any employe benefits, including an employe pension plan.

(6) Purchase insurance, establish and administer a plan of
self−insurance or, subject to an agreement with another govern-
mental entity under s. 66.30, participate in a governmental plan of
insurance or self−insurance.

(7) Mortgage, pledge or otherwise encumber the district’s
property or funds.

(8) Issue revenue bonds under s. 66.066, subject to ss. 229.72
to 229.79, and enter into agreements related to the issuance of
bonds, including liquidity and credit facilities, remarketing agree-
ments, insurance policies, guaranty agreements, letter of credit or
reimbursement agreements, indexing agreements, interest
exchange agreements and currency exchange agreements, except
that the district may issue bonds under this subsection only if all
of the following conditions are met:

(a)  A supermajority of the district board vote in favor of issuing
bonds.

(b)  A majority of the members of the district board determines,
based on the best available information, that the total cost of the
initial construction of baseball park facilities does not exceed
$250,000,000.

(c)  A majority of the members of the district board determines
that the district’s lease arrangement with the professional baseball
team franchise that uses baseball park facilities constructed under
this subchapter as its home facilities incorporates a term of at least
30 years.

(9) Maintain funds and invest the funds in any investment that
the district board considers appropriate.

(11) Promote, advertise and publicize its baseball park facili-
ties and related activities.

(12) Set standards governing the use of, and the conduct
within, its baseball park facilities in order to promote public safety
and convenience and to maintain order.

(13) Establish and collect fees, and establish shared revenue
arrangements or other charges for the use of its baseball park facil-
ities or for services rendered by the district.

(14) Enter into partnerships, joint ventures, common owner-
ship or other arrangements with other persons to further the dis-
trict’s purposes.

(15) Impose, by the adoption of a resolution, the taxes under
subch. V of ch. 77.  A district may not levy any taxes that are not
expressly authorized under subch. V of ch. 77 and that do not
receive the affirmative vote of a supermajority of the district
board.  If a district adopts a resolution which imposes taxes, it shall
deliver a certified copy of the resolution to the secretary of reve-
nue at least 30 days before its effective date.

(16) Accept gifts, loans and other aid, which may be used only
for the following purposes:

(a)  Retiring the bonds used to construct the baseball park facil-
ities.

(b)  Maintaining the baseball park facilities.
(c)  Operating the baseball park facilities.
(d)  Making capital improvements to the baseball park facili-

ties.
(17) Administer the receipt of revenues, and oversee the pay-

ment of bonds issued by the district.
History:   1995 a. 56.

229.682 Special  provisions.   (1) GIFTS AND DONATIONS.

The district board shall explore and consider ways to solicit and
encourage gifts and donations for the construction of baseball
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park facilities and, to the extent feasible, implement means to
solicit such gifts and donations.

(2) PREVAILING  WAGES.  The construction of a baseball park
facility that is financed in whole or in part by a district is subject
to s. 66.293.

(3) SPECIAL DEBT PAYMENTS.  The district shall pay, over a
3−year period beginning on October 1, 1996, any outstanding debt
used to finance improvements to a baseball stadium that has been
used as a home field by a major league professional baseball team
in the district, up to a maximum amount of $1,500,000.

(4) SPECIAL TICKET PROVISIONS.  A major league professional
baseball team that uses as its home field baseball park facilities
that are constructed under this subchapter shall annually desig-
nate, for each county that is in the district’s jurisdiction, at least
one of the team’s home games as a discount ticket day for that
county, for which residents of that county may purchase dis-
counted admission tickets.

(6) USE OF STADIUM.  The district board shall consider during
the design review process the utilization of the facility for events
in addition to baseball, which are consistent with the program
statement and design for the stadium complex, and do not
adversely affect the design, construction schedule or budget.

(7) YOUTH SPORTS ORGANIZATIONS.  A major league profes-
sional baseball team that uses as its home field baseball park facili-
ties that are constructed under this subchapter shall make an
annual contribution of at least $20,000 to youth sports organiza-
tions in this state for the purchase of equipment or the rental or
maintenance of athletic facilities that are used by such organiza-
tions.  The contributions that are required under this subsection
may be made in cash or equipment.

(8) SPECIAL RENTAL PAYMENTS.  If a district board enters into
a lease agreement with a professional baseball team for the rental
of baseball park facilities under this subchapter, the lease agree-
ment shall include all of the following:

(a)  A provision requiring lessees of sky boxes located in the
facilities to pay to the team an amount equivalent to the combined
sales tax rates in the jurisdictions in which the facilities are located
multiplied by the total of all payments for the rental of the sky
boxes.

(b)  A provision requiring the team to include amounts received
under par. (a) as part of its rental payment to the district.

History:   1995 a. 56.

229.685 Special  fund tax revenues.   (1) The district board
shall maintain a special fund into which it deposits only the reve-
nue received from the department of revenue, that is derived from
the taxes imposed under subch. V of ch. 77, and may use this reve-
nue only for purposes related to baseball park facilities.

(2) If  the district board determines that the revenues in the spe-
cial fund under this section exceed current operating expenses for
the operation of baseball park facilities, the district board shall
apply the excess to either fund a fund for maintenance costs and
capital improvements or to retire bonds issued for the initial con-
struction of baseball park facilities, and any bonds issued to fund
or refund those bonds, prior to their maturity.  As soon as practica-
ble after the retirement of all bonds issued for the initial construc-
tion of baseball park facilities and all bonds issued to fund or
refund those bonds and after funding a fund for maintenance costs
and capital improvements sufficiently to meet any maintenance or
capital improvement obligations between the district and any pro-
fessional baseball team using baseball park facilities constructed
under this subchapter as a home stadium, the district board shall
make a certification to the department of revenue to that effect.

History:   1995 a. 56.

229.69 Powers  granted to a city or a county in a dis -
trict.   In addition to any powers that it may otherwise have, a city
or a county within a district’s jurisdiction may do any of the fol-
lowing:

(1) Make grants or loans to a district upon terms that the city
or county considers appropriate.

(2) Expend public funds to subsidize a district.
(3) Borrow money under ss. 67.04 and 67.12 (12) for baseball

park facilities or to fund grants, loans or subsidies to a district.
(4) Grant to the state land or other property, especially dedi-

cated by the grant to use for a professional baseball park.
History:   1995 a. 56.

229.70 Minority  contracting goals.   (1) In this section:
(a)  “Minority business” has the meaning given in s. 560.036

(1) (e).
(b)  “Minority group member” has the meaning given in s.

560.036 (1) (f).
(c)  “Women’s business” means a sole proprietorship, partner-

ship, joint venture or corporation that is at least 51% owned, con-
trolled and actively managed by women.

(2) The district shall ensure that, for construction work and
professional services contracts, a person who is awarded such a
contract by a district shall agree, as a condition to receiving the
contract, that his or her goal shall be to ensure that at least 25% of
the employes hired because of the contract will be minority group
members and at least 5% of the employes hired because of the con-
tract will be women if the contract is for the construction of any
part of baseball park facilities.

(3) It shall be a goal of the district to ensure that at least 25%
of the aggregate dollar value of contracts awarded by the district
in the following areas shall be awarded to minority businesses and
at least 5% of the aggregate dollar value of contracts awarded by
the district in the following areas shall be awarded to women’s
businesses:

(a)  Contracts for the construction of baseball park facilities.
(b)  Contracts for professional services related to the construc-

tion of baseball park facilities.
(c)  Contracts for the development of baseball park facilities.
(4) It shall be a goal of a district, with regard to each of the con-

tracts described under sub. (3) (a), (b) [and] (c), to award at least
25% of the dollar value of such contracts to minority businesses
and at least 5% of the dollar value of such contracts to women’s
businesses.

NOTE:  The bracketed language is inserted to correct grammar.

(4m) (a)  The district shall ensure that, for construction work
and professional services contracts, a person who is awarded such
a contract by a district shall agree, as a condition to receiving the
contract, that if he or she is unable to meet the goal under sub. (2),
he or she shall make a good faith effort to contract with the techni-
cal college district board of the technical college district in which
the facilities are to be constructed or the professional services con-
tract is to be performed, to develop appropriate training programs
designed to increase the pool of minority group members and
women who are qualified to perform the construction work or pro-
fessional services.

(b)  If the district is unable to meet the goals under subs. (3) and
(4), the district shall make a good faith effort to contract with the
technical college district board of the technical college district in
which the contracts described under sub. (3) (a), (b) and (c) are to
be performed, to develop appropriate training programs designed
to increase the pool of minority group members and women who
are qualified to perform the contracts described under sub. (3) (a),
(b) and (c).

(5) (a)  The district shall hire an independent person to monitor
the district’s compliance with minority contracting goals under
subs. (2), (3) and (4) and the department of administration’s com-
pliance with minority contracting goals under s. 16.854 (2) and
(3).  The person hired shall have previous experience working
with minority group members.  The district shall develop a mecha-
nism to receive regular reports from the person hired with respect
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to the results of the person’s studies of compliance with minority
contracting goals.

(b)  If the district or a contractor is unable to meet the goals
under sub. (2), (3) or (4), the person hired under par. (a) shall
assess whether the district or contractor made a good faith effort
to reach the goals.  In determining whether a good faith effort was
made to meet the goals, the person hired shall consider all of the
following:

1.  The supply of eligible minority businesses and women’s
businesses that have the financial capacity, technical capacity and
previous experience in the areas in which contracts were awarded.

2.  The competing demands for the services provided by eligi-
ble minority businesses and women’s businesses, as described in
subd. 1., in areas in which contracts were awarded.

3.  The extent to which the district or contractors advertised
for and aggressively solicited bids from eligible minority busi-
nesses and women’s businesses, as described in subd. 1., and the
extent to which eligible minority businesses and women’s busi-
nesses submitted bids.

(6) The district shall solicit from any major league baseball
club to whom the district leases baseball park facilities its minority
hiring goals in connection with the operation of a baseball stadium
and its minority contracting goals in connection with vending con-
tractors at a baseball stadium.

History:   1995 a. 56.

229.71 Dissolution  of a district.   Subject to providing for
the payment of its bonds, including interest on the bonds, and the
performance of its other contractual obligations, a district may be
dissolved by the action of the district board.  If the district is dis-
solved, the property of the district shall be transferred to the coun-
ties in the jurisdiction, based on the tax revenues derived from
each county, as determined by the secretary of administration.

History:   1995 a. 56.

229.72 Issuance  and negotiability of bonds.
(1m) NEGOTIABILITY.   All bonds are negotiable for all purposes,
notwithstanding their payment from a limited source.

(2) EMPLOYMENT OF FINANCIAL  CONSULTANT.  A district may
retain the building commission or any other person as its financial
consultant to assist with and coordinate the issuance of bonds.

(6) LIABILITY.   Neither the members of the district board nor
any person executing the bonds is liable personally on the bonds
or subject to any personal liability or accountability by reason of
the issuance of the bonds, unless the personal liability or accounta-
bility  is the result of wilful misconduct.

History:   1995 a. 56.

229.74 Special  debt service reserve funds.   (1)  DESIG-
NATION OF SPECIAL DEBT SERVICE RESERVE FUNDS.  A district may
designate one or more accounts in funds created under s. 66.066
(2) (e) as special debt service reserve funds, if, prior to each
issuance of bonds to be secured by the special debt service reserve
fund, the secretary of administration determines that all of the fol-
lowing conditions are met with respect to the bonds:

(a)  Purpose.  The proceeds of the bonds, other than refunding
bonds, will be used for baseball park facilities.

(b)  Feasibility.  The proceeds of bonds, other than refunding
bonds, will be used for feasible projects and there is a reasonable
likelihood that the bonds will be repaid without the necessity of
drawing on funds in the special debt service reserve fund that
secures the bonds.  The secretary of administration may make the
determinations required under this paragraph only after consider-
ing all of the following:

1.  Whether a pledge of the tax revenues of the district is made
under the bond resolution.

2.  How the tax revenues of the district are pledged to the pay-
ment of the bonds.

3.  Revenue projections for the project to be financed by the
bonds, including tax revenues, and the reasonableness of the
assumptions on which these revenue projections are based.

4.  The proposed interest rates of the bonds and the resulting
cash−flow requirements.

5.  The projected ratio of annual tax revenues to annual debt
service of the district, taking into account capitalized interest.

6.  Whether an understanding exists providing for repayment
by the district to the state of all amounts appropriated to the special
debt service reserve fund pursuant to sub. (7).

8.  Whether the district has agreed that the department of
administration will have direct and immediate access, at any time
and without notice, to all records of the district.

(c)  Limit on bonds issued.  The amount of all bonds, other than
refunding bonds, that would be secured by all special debt service
reserve funds of the district will not exceed $160,000,000.  In
determining compliance with the limitation under this paragraph,
the secretary of administration need not include bonds that are
secured by a special debt service reserve fund to the extent that
proceeds of the bonds are for the following purposes:

1.  To make a deposit into a special debt service reserve fund.
2.  To pay issuance costs of bonds secured by a special debt

service reserve fund.
3.  To pay capitalized interest costs on bonds secured by a spe-

cial debt service reserve fund.
4.  To pay any original issue discount.

(d)  Date of issuance.  The bonds, other than refunding bonds,
will  be issued no later than December 31, 2000.

(e)  Refunding bonds.  All refunding bonds to be secured by the
special debt service reserve fund meet all of the following condi-
tions:

1.  The refunding bonds are to be issued to fund, refund or
advance refund bonds secured by a special debt service reserve
fund.

2.  The refunding of bonds by the refunding bonds will not
adversely affect the risk that the state will be called on to make a
payment under sub. (7).

(f)  Approval of outstanding debt.  All outstanding debt of the
district has been reviewed and approved by the secretary of
administration.  In determining whether to approve outstanding
debt under this paragraph, the secretary may consider any factor
which the secretary determines to have a bearing on whether the
state moral obligation pledge under sub. (7) should be granted
with respect to an issuance of bonds.

(g)  Financial reports.  The district has agreed to provide to the
department of administration, the legislative fiscal bureau and the
legislative audit bureau all financial reports of the district and all
regular monthly statements of any trustee of the bonds on a direct
and ongoing basis.

(2) PAYMENT OF FUNDS INTO A SPECIAL DEBT SERVICE RESERVE

FUND.  A district shall pay into any special debt service reserve
fund of the district any moneys appropriated and made available
by the state for the purposes of the special debt service reserve
fund, any proceeds of a sale of bonds to the extent provided in the
bond resolution authorizing the issuance of the bonds and any
other moneys that are made available to the district for the purpose
of the special debt service reserve fund from any other source.

(3) USE OF MONEYS IN THE SPECIAL DEBT SERVICE RESERVE

FUND.  All moneys held in any special debt service reserve fund of
a district, except as otherwise specifically provided, shall be used,
as required, solely for the payment of the principal of bonds
secured in whole or in part by the special debt service reserve fund,
the making of sinking fund payments with respect to these bonds,
the purchase or redemption of these bonds, the payment of interest
on these bonds or the payment of any redemption premium
required to be paid when these bonds are redeemed prior to matu-
rity.  If moneys in a special debt service reserve fund at any time
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are less than the special debt service reserve fund requirement
under sub. (5) for the special debt service reserve fund, the district
may not use these moneys for any optional purchase or optional
redemption of the bonds.  Any income or interest earned by, or
increment to, any special debt service reserve fund due to the
investment of moneys in the special debt service reserve fund may
be transferred by the district to other funds or accounts of the dis-
trict to the extent that the transfer does not reduce the amount of
the special debt service reserve fund below the special debt ser-
vice reserve fund requirement under sub. (5) for the special debt
service reserve fund.

(4) LIMITATION  ON BONDS SECURED BY A SPECIAL DEBT SERVICE
RESERVE FUND.  A district shall accumulate in each special debt ser-
vice reserve fund an amount equal to the special debt service
reserve fund requirement under sub. (5) for the special debt ser-
vice reserve fund.  A district may not at any time issue bonds
secured in whole or in part by a special debt service reserve fund
if  upon the issuance of these bonds the amount in the special debt
service reserve fund will be less than the special debt service
reserve fund requirement under sub. (5) for the special debt ser-
vice reserve fund.

(5) SPECIAL DEBT SERVICE RESERVE FUND REQUIREMENT.  The
special debt service reserve fund requirement for a special debt
service reserve fund, as of any particular date of computation, is
equal to an amount of money, as provided in the bond resolution
authorizing the bonds with respect to which the special debt ser-
vice reserve fund is established, that may not exceed the maxi-
mum annual debt service on the bonds of the district for that fiscal
year or any future fiscal year of the district secured in whole or in
part by that special debt service reserve fund.  In computing the
annual debt service for any fiscal year, bonds deemed to have been
paid in accordance with the defeasance provisions of the bond res-
olution authorizing the issuance of the bonds shall not be included
in bonds outstanding on such date of computation.  The annual
debt service for any fiscal year is the amount of money equal to
the aggregate of all of the following calculated on the assumption
that the bonds will, after the date of computation, cease to be out-
standing by reason, but only by reason, of the payment of bonds
when due, and the payment when due, and application in accord-
ance with the bond resolution authorizing those bonds, of all of the
sinking fund payments payable at or after the date of computation:

(a)  All interest payable during the fiscal year on all bonds that
are secured in whole or in part by the special debt service reserve
fund and that are outstanding on the date of computation.

(b)  The principal amount of all of the bonds that are secured
in whole or in part by the special debt service reserve fund, are out-
standing on the date of computation and mature during the fiscal
year.

(c)  All amounts specified in bond resolutions of the district
authorizing any of the bonds that are secured in whole or in part
by the special debt service reserve fund to be payable during the
fiscal year as a sinking fund payment with respect to any of the
bonds that mature after the fiscal year.

(6) VALUATION  OF SECURITIES.  In computing the amount of a
special debt service reserve fund for the purposes of this section,
securities in which all or a portion of the special debt service
reserve fund is invested shall be valued at par, or, if purchased at
less than par, at their cost to the district.

(7) STATE MORAL OBLIGATION PLEDGE.  If at any time of valua-
tion the special debt service reserve fund requirement under sub.
(5) for a special debt service reserve fund exceeds the amount of
moneys in the special debt service reserve fund, the district board
shall certify to the secretary of administration, the governor, the
joint committee on finance and the governing body of each county
in the district the amount necessary to restore the special debt ser-
vice reserve fund to an amount equal to the special debt service
reserve fund requirement under sub. (5) for the special debt ser-
vice reserve fund.  If this certification is received by the secretary
of administration in an even−numbered year prior to the comple-
tion of the budget compilation under s. 16.43, the secretary shall

include the certified amount in the budget compilation.  In any
case, the joint committee on finance shall introduce in either
house, in bill form, an appropriation of the amount so certified to
the appropriate special debt service reserve fund of the district.
Recognizing its moral obligation to do so, the legislature hereby
expresses its expectation and aspiration that, if ever called upon
to do so, it shall make this appropriation.

(8) INFORMATION TO JOINT COMMITTEE ON FINANCE.  The dis-
trict shall provide to the cochairpersons of the joint committee on
finance information concerning the district’s projected cashflows
and security features underlying each issuance of bonds under this
subchapter.

History:   1995 a. 56.

229.75 Bonds  not public debt.   (1) The state and each
county in the district’s jurisdiction are not liable on bonds and the
bonds are not a debt of the state or any county in the district.  All
bonds shall contain a statement to this effect on the face of the
bond.  A bond issue does not, directly or indirectly or contingently,
obligate the state or a political subdivision of the state to levy any
tax or make any appropriation for payment of the bonds.

(2) Nothing in this subchapter authorizes a district to create a
debt of the state or a county in the district’s jurisdiction, and all
bonds issued by a district are payable, and shall state that they are
payable, solely from the funds pledged for their payment in
accordance with the bond resolution authorizing their issuance or
in any trust indenture or mortgage or deed of trust executed as
security for the bonds.  The state and each county in the district’s
jurisdiction are not liable for the payment of the principal of or
interest on a bond or for the performance of any pledge, mortgage,
obligation or agreement that may be undertaken by a district.  The
breach of any pledge, mortgage, obligation or agreement under-
taken by a district does not impose pecuniary liability upon the
state or a county in the district’s jurisdiction or a charge upon its
general credit or against its taxing power.

(3) Bonds issued by the district shall be secured only by the
district’s interest in any baseball park facilities, including any
interest in a lease with the department of administration under s.
16.82 (7); by income from these facilities; by proceeds of bonds
issued by the district and other amounts placed in a special
redemption fund and investment earnings on such amounts; and
by the taxes imposed by the district under subch. V of ch. 77.  The
district may not pledge its full faith and credit on the bonds and the
bonds are not a liability of the district.

History:   1995 a. 56.

229.76 State pledge.   The state pledges to and agrees with the
bondholders, and persons that enter into contracts with a district
under this subchapter, that the state will not limit or alter the rights
and powers vested in a district by this subchapter, including the
rights and powers under s. 229.68 (15), before the district has fully
met and discharged the bonds, and any interest due on the bonds,
and has fully performed its contracts, unless adequate provision
is made by law for the protection of the bondholders or those
entering into contracts with a district.

History:   1995 a. 56.

229.77 Trust  funds.   All  moneys received under this sub-
chapter, whether as proceeds from the sale of bonds or from any
other source, are trust funds to be held and applied solely as pro-
vided in this subchapter.  Any officer with whom, or any bank or
trust company with which, those moneys are deposited shall act
as trustee of those moneys and shall hold and apply the moneys
for the purposes of this subchapter, subject to this subchapter and
the bond resolution authorizing issuance of the bonds.

History:   1995 a. 56.

229.79 Budgets;  rates and charges; audit.   A district
shall adopt a calendar year as its fiscal year for accounting pur-
poses.  The district board shall annually prepare a budget for the
district.  Rates and other charges received by the district shall be
used for the general expenses and capital expenditures of the dis-
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trict and to pay interest, amortization, and retirement charges on
bonds.  A district shall maintain an accounting system in accord-
ance with generally accepted accounting principles and shall have
its financial statements and debt covenants audited annually by an
independent certified public accountant.

History:   1995 a. 56.

229.81 Assistance  by state agencies.   (1) DEFINITION.

In this section, “state agency” has the meaning given in s. 20.001
(1).

(2) ASSISTANCE WITH RESPECT TO GRANTED LAND  OR PROPERTY.

All  state agencies may provide assistance to a district if the district
has entered into a lease agreement with the department of admin-
istration under s. 16.82 (7).

History:   1995 a. 56.
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