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CHAPTER 43
LIBRARIES
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43.18  Withdrawal, abolition and expulsion. 43.70  Common school fund.
43.19  Federated public library systems. 43.72  Library exchanges.
43.001 Legislative findings and declaration of policy. (3) (a) Promote cooperation and resource sharing among pub
(1) Thelegislature recognizes: lic libraries, school libraries, other types of libraries and related

(a) The importance of free accassknowledge, information agencies.
and diversity of ideas by all residents of this state; (b) Plan, coordinate, evaluate and set statewide priorities for

(b) The critical role played by public, school, special aca  the development of networks to enable library cooperation and
demiclibraries in providing that access; resourcesharing within this state and between this state and

(c) The major educational, cultural and economic asset tha{qgourcqoroylders n other_state_s.
representedin the collective knowledge and information (d) Submit to the council on library and netwaitvelopment
resourcef the states libraries; a biennial report which describes the prograamd policies car

ied out under parga) and(b) in the preceding biennium and the
é)rogramsand policies to be carried out under pé$and(b) in
the succeeding biennium.
(4) Planandcoordinate the provision of library services to
f librari nd the &dctiv ftechnol ?roupswith specialneeds, including institutional residents, the
0 aries a ; € &ctive use o e_c_ o °9Y ) physicallyand mentally handicapped, the socially and economi
(2) Thelegislature declares that it is thelicy of this state to cajly disadvantaged and racial and ethnic minorities.

provide laws for the development and improvement of public (5) Accept,on behalf of the state, grants from the federat gov

libraries, school libraries and interlibrary cooperation among at!."rnmentor any federal agency or gifts or grants from any other
typesof libraries. sourceto be used for thpurposes designated under this chapter

History: 1985 a. 1771997 a. 150 . . . .
(6) Enterinto an annual contract with the public library in a 1st
43.01 Definitions. In this chapter: classcity for theprovision of library services to physically handi
(1) “Department’'means the department of public instructio cappedpersons, including the blind and visually handicapped,
e e ) h . Teertified by competent authority as unable to readise conven

(2) “Division” means the division for libraries, technologytional printed materials as a result of physical limitations. tFer
andcommunity learning in the department. purposeof this subsection, “competent authority” means any

(3) “Municipality” means a cityvillage, town, tribal govern  memberof themedical or allied professions, and professional per
mentor tribal association, or a school district that maintained asdnsin the fields of public health, education, library service,+eha
operateda public library facility prior to December 17, 1971. bilitation, social work and public welfare.

(4) “Network” means a formarrangement between libraries (7) Contractfor service with libraries and other resource-pro
or other informational service ganizations wherebgnaterials, viders in and outside of this state to serve as resources of special
information and services arexchanged and made available tized library materials and information not available in the refer
potentialusers. enceand loan library under 43.05 (1).

(5) “Public library system” means aystem established as (8) Establishprocedures necessary for the internal adminis
eithera federated public librargystem under ¢.3.190r a consoli  trative operation of the division.

(d) The importance of public libraries to the democratie pr
cess; and

datedpublic library system under 43.21 (9) Develop and maintain acomputer database containing
(6) “Statesuperintendent” means the state superintendenttibliographic and library holding information for all types of
public instruction. library materials owned by libraries throughout the state to serve
History: 1971 c. 1521977 c. 4181979 c. 3471983 a. 1891985 a. 17&s.4,  as a resource sharing tool and assist libraries in developing com
5, 1993 a. 3351995 a. 2%s.1967, 9145 (1) 1997 a. 272001 a. 48 puterizedbibliographic databases.

. . 10) Disseminaténformationregarding appropriate continu
43.03 General duties of state superintendent. The state ing(ed?Jcatioractivities available to?ibrarie?ns?ﬁbrgry board mem
superintendenshall: o bers,library support stéfand other related professionals.
(1) Promote,assist and plan the ganization, development History: 1979 c. 3471985 a. 1771995 a. 271997 a. 271999 a. 185
andimprovement of school library media serviteprovide the
resourcesieeded for teaching and learning in the schools.  43.05 General duties of the division. The division shall:
(2) Promote,assist,plan and coordinate the gamization, (1) Coordinateand conduct continuing education programs
developmenand improvement gjublic library services and pub for librarians of school library medjrograms, public libraries,
lic library systems to serve the needs of all citizens in the statpublic library systems and institutional library programs.
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(2) As it deems appropriate, assist libraries in the identificaf all libraries participating in the system and the county boards
tion and recruitment of qualified personnel. of all counties participating in the system.
; ; ; ; i History: 1979 c. 3471983 a. 18%.329 (27) 1985 a. 29177, 332 1991 a. 285
(3_) Provu_je profess_lonal and Fechnlcal advisoppnsulting 19953, 23’7 1997 & 27150 1999 & 83185( )
andinformational services to assist:

(@) School districts establishing, maintaining or expanding3.07 Council on library and network development.
schoollibrary media programs and facilities; The state superintendent and the division shall seek the afvice
(b) Public librariesmunicipalities establishing, maintainingandconsult with the council on libragnd network development
or expandingpublic libraries, counties establishing, maintainingn performing their duties in regard to library serviChe state
or expanding public library services, public library systems arggiperintendenor the administrator of the division shall attend
their governing bodies; everymeeting of the council. The council may initiate consulta
(c) State agencies andioérs; and tionswith the department and the division. The council shall:
(d) Institutional library programs. (1) Make recommendationo the division in regard to the

developmendf standards fothe certification of public librarians

. I(lf:f))r CoIrLect(;ibrt?]rry Stahtistitcfha”ci iond#;trstuc:ite:n%nd %‘iirvﬁ\tﬁi?dstandards for public library systems undet309
9 ary heeds throughou’ the state and repo PUDIS e(2) Advise the state superintendent in regard to the general

findings. The research shdike coordinated with statewide library e €
lannin policiesand activities of the stateprogram for library develep
P (5) gési natea librarian to servas a coordinator of activities ment, interlibrary cooperation and network development.
for state do?:ument depository libraries undeB5s31to 35.835 (3) Advise the state supenntendent in regard to the general
andto fulfill its responsibilities under s85.81to 35.835 policiesand activities of the stateprogram for the development
p L ) ) . of school library media programs and facilities andaberdina
(6) Recommendand distribute standards for school librarytion of these programs with other library services.
programsand facilities to school library media programs, stan 4y po|q 4 biennial meeting for the purpose of discussing the
dardsfor public libraries tgpublic library governing bodies and o ortsypmitted by the state superintendent undé8.83 (3) (d)
standarddor institutional library programs to governing bodies\gtice of the meeting shall be sent to public libraripablic

andadministrators of institutional library programs and to heag{ 5y systems, school libraries and other types of libraries and
of departments, adefined under s15.01 (8) which administer yg|atedagencies. After the meeting, the council shall make rec

institutionallibraries. o ommendationso the statsuperintendent regarding the report and
(7) Establishstandards fopublic library systems under s.anyother matter the council deems appropriate.
43.09(2). (5) Onor before July 1 of every odd—numbered y&ansmit
(8) Establishstandards for and issue certificatesptablic to the state superintendent a descriptive and statistical r@port
librariansunder s43.09 (1) the condition and progress of library services in the state and rec
(9) Approvethe establishment of public library systems undétmmendationson how library services in the state may be
5.43.13 improved. The statesuperintendent shall include the report as an

(10) Administeraids to publidibrary systems under 43.24 addendunto thedepartmens biennial report under $5.04 (1)

(11) Maintaina reference and loan library to supplement the . .
collectionsof all types of libraries in this state by providing spe (6) Reviewthat portiorof the budget of the department relat

cializedmaterials not appropriately held and information SOUI’CI?n trig gﬂ?&fgﬁ?&fi&o@ﬁ&?%ﬂg 3gggftg$§ggturgzhgsietgard
not provided by local Iibraries or readily a_vailable from ota_ma the governor

or state—level resource providers. The library shall provide spe . . . L .
cialized information services to state agerityaries and state , (/) Receivecomplaints, suggestions and inquirregarding
employees,institution libraries, publidibrary systems, public (iwheetv?/ggk?g/;gggnz?wlimiﬁz SifrfehienEoegﬁétpgg:nﬁgaitgggtg;s[ﬂgr% and

Iibrar_ies,school Iibrariesand_o_th_er types of Iibraries accor_ding t'andinquiries and advise the state superintendent and the division
policiesdeveloped by the division. Library and information se nany action to be taken.

vices may include development of collections of speci_al_ize(a History: 1979 c. 3471983 a. 5241985 a. 1771995 a. 271997 a. 27
materials jnterlibrary loan serviceseference services, provision
of database search services and maintenarestatewide data
baseof library materials. The library may contract with statetpg givision shall issue certificates to public librarians and pro
agenciesand libraries tgprovide library material cataloging andyigate under ch227, necessary standards for public librarians.
processingervices. The qualifications for public librarians shall lmsed on eduea
(12) Assistthecouncil on library and network development irtion, professional trainingind experience. Certificates already
the preparation of the descriptive and statistical report to be pggantedprior to December 17, 1971, shall remain ifeetf
pared by the council under43.07 (5) (2) PuBLIC LIBRARY SYsSTEMS. The division, byrule, may pre
(13) Carryout suclhother programs and policies as directed bywulgatenecessary standards for public library systems. H pro
the state superintendent. mulgated such rules shall be consistent witd3.15and shall be

(14) (a) In this Subsection’ “participating municipa”ty" hasestablishedn aC_COI’dan_CGVith_ Ch227, ex_cept that the diViSiOn
the meaning given in £43.18 (1) (ag) shallhold a public hearing prior to adoption of any proposed rule.

: o : ddition to the notice requirathder s227.17 the division
(b) Conduct a review of a public library system if at least 30‘!}1 a . - ' ;
of the libraries in participating municipalities that include at lea allendeavor to notify each pubBbrary of such public hear

30% of the population of all participating municipalities state in gs-. ) - - '

thereport under $43.58 (6) (c)xhatthe public library system did E'rs;};’;yhelfé’;};g 1558291273%%@%13\?5_ 2’,1,1“7_73(?(?5 a 18257, 1997 2. 150

not adequately meet the needs of the librafyhe division deter

minesthat the public library system did not adequately meet t48.11 County library planning committees. (1) Cre
needsof libraries participating in the system, it shall prepare attion. Any county board may appoint a county library planning
advisoryplan suggesting how the public library system can so dommitteeunder this section. If a county board, in a county where
in the future, includinguggestions designed to foster intrasysteail public library service is administered or coordinated by an
communicationsnd local dispute resolution. The advisory plasxisting county libraryboard or where there is a single—county
shallbe distributed to the public library system board, the boargablic library system boardjetermines to appoint a committee

43.09 Certificates and standards. (1) PUBLIC LIBRARIANS.
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underthis section, the existing library board may serve as the (4) Uponrequest of a county clerk, a publiisrary shall pre
countylibrary planning committee. The county board shall notifyide access to all books and records used to determine the amount
the division immediately upon appointment of the committee. computedunder sub(?2).

(3) DuTiES AND POWERS. (2) The committeenay prepare a  (5) Nothingin this sectiorprohibits a county from providing
new plan for theorganization of a county or multicounty systemits own additional funding for shared service&.library board
revisean existing plan or change the boundaries of a public libranay elect to have this funding credited gach shared services
system. It shall conducpublic hearings concerning these plangatherthan to receive it as direct reimbursements.
revisionsand changes to which representatives of all libramies  (5m) Nothingin this section prohibits a county frapnovid-
the county shall be invited. ing its own additional funding for capital expenditures.

(b) The committees final report, including a new plan, revi  (6) The county library board orif no county library board
sionsto an existing plan or changes to the boundaries of a puligsts,the county itself, shall either distribute the aid provided by
library system and copies of any written agreements neceissarshe county to the public libraries, as provided in the plan prepared
implementthe proposal, shall be filed with the county board anghders.43.11, or shall transfer the aid for distribution to the public
submittedto the division. Elans for multicounty systems shalibrary system in which it participates.
includea method for allocating system board membership among7y This section does not apply to a couhging a population
the member counties. of 500,000 or more.

(c) The plan of library service for a countyhether for single History: 1997 a. 150
countyor a multicounty system, shall provide for library services
to residents of those municipalities in the county not maintainid@.13 Division review. (1) (a) No public library system
apublic library under this chaptehe services shall include full may be established without the approval of thigision. In
accessgo public libraries participating in the public library systentieviewingfinal reports submitted by counliprary planning com
andthe plan shall provide for reimbursement for thetess. Ser mittees,the division shall considein addition tathe standards set
vicesmay include books—by—-mail service, bookmobile servicérth in s.43.15 the proposed system territpoganization and
the establishment of additional librariesather services deemedfinancing, initial and long-range plans fdibrary services, the
appropriate by the committee. Services may be provided by cople of existing multi-jurisdictional service programs in the terri
tractingwith existing public libraries in the county or in adjacerfiory and plans for cooperatiamith adjoining systems and with
countiesor with the public library system or by creating a countgtherkinds of libraries in the territory
library organization under this chaptefhe plan of library service  (b) If the division approves a final report, it shall report such
for a county may provide for improving public library serviceapprovalto the appropriate county boards aoednty library plan
countywideand in municipalities that have libraries. The planing committees. Upon acceptance by the county boards, the divi
shallspecifythe method and level of funding to be provided by thsion shall certify to the appropriate courtipards the establish
countyto implement the services described in the plan, includimgent of the public library system proposed by the report,
the reimbursement of public libraries for accéssresidents of specifyingthe efective date of the establishment of the system.
thosemunicipalities in the county not maintainiagpublic library (2) A public library system board may submit to the division

(d) The plan of library services farcounty may include mini aplan for the alteration in the territory included within the system
mum standards of operation fpublic libraries in the countyThe or for a change in systemganization from a federated to a eon
county shall hold a public hearing on any standards propossdlidatedsystem or vice versa. If the change propdsetthe plan
underthis paragraph. The standards skelte efect if they are is approved, the division shall certify such faotthe system
approvedoby the county and the public library boards of at leabbard,specifying the déctive date of the change.
50%of the participating municipalitiéa the county that contain,  (3) Theeffective date of the establishmentaosystem under
accordingto the most recent estimate prepared unde8.S6 at  syp (1) or of a change under suB) shall beJanuary 1 of the year
least 80% of the population of participating municipalittethe  gpecifiedby the division, except that thefedtive date of the
county. establishmenof a system approved prior to March 1, 1972, may

History: 1971 c. 1521981 c. 201985 a. 29177, 1993 a. 1841997 a. 150 be either January 1 or March 1, 1972.
(4) Any decision by the division under this section may be

pppealecto the state superintendent.
History: 1971 c. 1521995 a. 271997 a. 27

43.12 County payment for library services. (1) By
March 1 of each yeaa county that does not maintain a consol
datedpublic library for the county under43.57and thatontains

residentsvho are not residents of a municipality that maintainsg 15 standards for public library systems. A public

public library under s43.52 or 43.53 shall pay to each public jinrary system shall not be establishedess it meets the require
library in the county an amount that is equal to at least 70% of G&%ntsunder this section.

amountcomputed by multiplying the number of loans reporte . o .
undersub.(2) by the amount that results from dividing the total (1) POPULATION. Thg territory within the system shall:
operationalexpenditures of the library during the calendar year () Have a population of 100,000 or more. If, becaushef
for which the number of loans are reported, not including capit¥ithdrawal or realignment of participating municipalities or
expendituresr expenditures of federal funds, by the total numb&PUNties a public library system has a population under 100,000,

of loans of material made by the public library during the calend&€ remaining parts of the system shall realign with an existing
yearfor which the loans are reported. systemwithin 2 years after the date on which the population falls

. I below 100,000.

(2) By July 1 of each yeaeach public library lying in whole ! .
orin part in a county shalil provide a statement to the county clerk(b) After July 1, 1998, no new systemay be established
of that county that reports the number of loans of material ma¢f@€ssit serves a population of at least 200,000.
by that library during the prior calendar year to residents of the (2) FINANCIAL suPPORT. (a) Each county proposed to be
county who are not residendé a municipality that maintains a includedwithin asystem shall demonstrate, to the satisfaction of
public library under s43.520r43.53and the total number of loansthe division, its ability to provide adequate funding to implement
of materialmade by that library during the previous calendar.yedhe plan submitted under ¢3.11 (3) andthe report submitted

(3) A county mayenter into an agreement with its participatunders.43.13 (1) o ) )
ing municipalities or with a public library system to pay no less () The countyshall maintain its support for library services
thantheamounts determined under s(b) to the public library ata level not lower than the average of the previous 3 years.
systemfor distribution to the public libraries that participate in (c) If a city, village, town or school district that contributed to
thatsystem. the county tax in the previous year is granted an exemption from

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/16.96
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/152
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/20
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/177
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/184
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/150
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/43.57
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/43.52
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/43.53
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/43.12(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/43.52
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/43.53
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/43.12(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/43.12(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/43.11
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/150
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/43.15
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/43.13(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/43.13(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/152
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1995/27
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/27
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/43.11(3)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/43.13(1)

43.15 LIBRARIES Updated 03-04Wis. Stats. Database 4

the county tax under €3.64 (2)for the currenyear the 3-year (c) A municipal,county or joint public library may participate

average under pgb) shall be calculated as follows: in a public library system if it meets all of the following require
1. Subtract the previous yéarequalizedsaluation of that ments:
portion of the city village, town or school district that liscated 1. Is established under this chapter

in the county from theprevious yeds equalized valuation of 2. |s located in a county that participatesaipublic library
propertyin the county that was subject to the county tax levied §ystem.

the previous year _ _ 3. Is authorized by its municipal governing body or county
2. Divide the remainder under sulddby the previous ye& poardto participate in the public library system.
equalizedvaluation of property in the county that was subject 0 4 Enters into a written agreement with the public library sys
the county tax levied in the previous year temboard to participate in the system and its activities, to partici
3. Multiply the quotient under sub@. by the countys avef  patein interlibrary loan of materials with other system libraries
agesupport for library services for the previous 3 years. andto provide, taany resident of the system area, the same library
(d) For the year followinghe first year for which an exemptionserviceson the same termthat are provided to the residents of
is granted under 43.64 (2) the product calculated under @) the municipality or county that established the member library
3. shall be the amount used as the annual county support levelliois subdivision does not prohibit a municipal, couatyoint
the 2 years preceding the first yefar which an exemption is public library from giving preference to itesidents in library
grantedfor the purpose of calculating the 3—year average undgoupprograms held for children or adults if the library lintfis
par.(b). For the 2nd year following thierst year for which an numberof persons who may participate in the group program.
exemptionis granted under €.3.64 (2) the productalculated 5. Receives funding from the municipal far a consolidated
underpat (c) 3.shallbe the amount used as the annual county suguntylibrary or acounty library service, from the county govern
portlevel for the year preceding the year for whichékeeption ing body at devel that is not lower than the average of such-fund
is granted for the purpose of calculating the 3—year average unidgr received forthe previous 3 years. The following are not
par.(b). includedas funding for purposes of computing the 3-year-aver
(e) The division shall adjust the 3—year average requiremesge:
underpat (b) in any yearas necessarto reflect the cost savings  a. Funding received from a state, federgbivate source that
resultingfrom the consolidation or sharing of library servidfes hasbeen designated as funding for library services.
the county does all of the following: b. Unspenfunding appropriated by a municipality or county
1. Demonstrates, to the satisfactiofthe division, that the for library services for a prior year

county'ssupport for library services is or will be lower than other ¢ For a municipal ojoint public library funding received
wiserequired by patb) because library services supported by thgom a county

countyhave been or will be consolidated or shared. 6. Employs a head librarian holding current public library cer

2. Submits a plan demonstrating, to the satisfaction of thfcation from the department of public instruction.

division, that services téibrary patrons following the consolida 4y A county may establish a consolidated public library sys

&&min which the included county and its underl c@mmunities
to the servicesavailable to patrons before the consolidation gy, 4 single systemThe coun%/y mayfor such);urposes take

sharing. _ overandacquire any library property by consent of the authority
(3) TERRITORY INCLUDED. (@) A consolidated system Sha”contro”ingthat property

consistof one countyonly. A federated system shall consist of one (e) The division shall adjust the 3-year average requirement
or more counties. _ _underpar (c) 5.in any yearas necessario reflect the costav
~(b) No more than one system may be established wéthiringsresulting from the consolidation or sharing of library services
singlecounty If the territory of a municipality lies in 2 or moreijf the municipal governing body or county board does all of the
countieswhich are not in the same public library systéh® following:
municipallibrary board orif no such board exists, the municipal 1 pemonstrates, to the satisfaction of the division, that the
governingbody shall determine the systemwhich the munici funding provided bythe municipality or county for library ser
pality will participate. vicesis or will be lower than otherwise required by.ga} 5.
(c) Ifthe territory of a joint library lies in 2 or more countieecausdibrary services for which the funding is appropriated
that are not in the same public library system, the joint libratyavebeen or will be consolidated or shared.
boardor, if no such board exists, the governing bodies of the 5 = gypmits a plan demonstrating, to the satisfaction of the
mun|c|pa||t|esand counties that c.re.ated the joint Ilbr.a.ry Shaﬂivision,that services ttibrary patrons following the consolida
determinethe system in which the joint library will participate. tjon or sharing of services will be at least substantially equivalent
(4) METHOD OF ORGANIZATION. (@) A public library system to the servicesvailable to patrons before the consolidation or
may be oganized as a single—county federated public library sysharing.
tem, a multicounty federated public library system or a single—History: 1971 c. 1521981 c. 1971985 a. 29177 1987 a. 3991989 a. 2861991
county consolidated public librargystem. Wo public library 2 269 1995 a. 25.9145 (1) 1995 a. 2701997 a. 27150
systemsmay mege with the approval of each public librasys Cross Refeence: See also 21 6.06 Wis. adm. code.

o . ’ A county with a population in excess&%,000 that does not presently operate and
tem board, the county boards of the participating courdi®$ maintain a library but contains a city of over 30,000 that operates a,ltmargstab

51% of the participating public libraries in the system. lish a single-county federated library system. 63 ABign. 142.
A t ticipate i fi t lic li . . L
terr(,ti)f) it dg%l;naﬁ 2}%5?&'@&%‘;? afederated public library Sy%lS.lB Resource libraries. (1) (a) Each public library sys

1. Adont d maintains the ol £ lib . b 'ttt m shall have ateast one system resource librargnnually
- AGOPLS and maintans the pian of ibrary Service SUbmMitteffis - 1o the expiration of its agreement with its existing system

andapproved under s¢3.11 (3)and43.13 (1) o resource librarythe public library system board shatgotiate

2. Provides the financial support for library serviceguired  with the member public library with the st annual operating
undersub.(2). budgetof all member libraries to serve as a system resource library

3. Enters into a written agreement with the public library sy the following year If the board andhe proposed resource
temboard to participate in the system and its activities and+o filibrary are unable to reach an agreement for the following year
nish library services to residents of thosminicipalities in the before the expiration date of any existing agreements with
countynot maintaining a public library resourcdibraries, the existing agreements shall be extended for
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one year or until an agreement is reached with that proposed(5) ANNUAL REPORT. Annually at the timerequired by the
resource librarywhichever occurs earlierThe division shall division, each public library system shall report to the division on
notify the public library system board, the existing resourdts operations, expenditures atetritory served during the pre
librariesand the proposed resource library of the extension amedingyear shall submit a plan describing the program for library
duringthe period okxtension, shall attempt to mediate an agreserviceto be carried out in theubsequent year and shall furnish
mentbetween theublic library system board and the proposesuch other information as the division requires.
resourcdibrary. If the division determines that the public library (g) cooperaivEsERvICES. A public library system may cen
systemboard and the proposed system resolificary are unable {ractwith another such system, or withher libraries, library
to reach an agreement before the end of the one-year period gifignizationsor resource centers within this state or in adjacent
division shall propose an alternative agreement, which $leall statesto provide or receive library services.
bindingif it is acceptable to the proposed system resource library (7) EXISTING EMPLOYEES. No person employey a participat
If the alternative agreement is unacceptabtaéeqroposed sys (%Pg public library at the time of the establishment gpublic

I

temresource librarythe board shall negotiate with the memb b hall | b ; h blish
public library with the next lagest annual operating budget of alf'erary system shall lose, because of such establishment, any
salary,fringe benefit or other employment rights in existence at

memberpublic libraries to serve as a system resolilocary in the

following year thattime. -
(am) An existing contract may be extended under(pionly (8) RETIREMENT. If any employee of a participating employer
if it was entered into on or after May 8, 1990. underthe Wsconsin retirement system becomes, by virtue of the

. establishmenof a public library system, an employee of that
(b) The procedure undeatr (a) shall be repeated with memberl'brar : S

o : . . y system, the librangystem shall become a participating
public libraries indecreasing order of the size of their annual-ope mployerunder the \sconsin retirement system.

ating budgets until amgreement is reached with a member publi
library to serve as a system resouibeary. Except as provided  (9) CONTRACTS, BIDDING AND BORROWING. (a) All contracts

in par (a), no agreement may extend beyond December 31 of 4R Public construction made by a federated public libeystem
year. whoseterritory lies within 2 or more counties or by a federated

Cp Lrtplic library system whose territory lies within a single county
(2) If the member public library selected to serve as a systQ ) .
resourcelibrary under sub(1) fails to meet all of the following a{wltrgr?/ g)?sptglr%tlgga?(fj ?(g ltﬁzsltoa%%toroeos sgr?gth?tgj::}tigya&%rzumc
requirementsthe system board shall enter into a supplement U ¥icewith 5.62.15 (1)to (11) and(14). For purposes of thisee

getof all academidibraries in the system area, or with a resourdé", the system board possessespitwers conferred by 62.15
library in an adjacensystem, that meets all of the following®n the board of public workand the common council. All cen
requirements: tractsmade under this section shall be made in the name of the fed

eratedpublic library system and shall be executed by the system

(a) The library has a collection of at least 100,000 vqumesD ardpresident and such other boaffticer as the system board
(b) The library is open to the public at least 50 hours each Weégsignates.

(c) The library employs #ast one full-time, permanentrefer ) A public library system board of a multicounty library-sys
enqellbrarlan with a mastés degree in library science. tem may borrow money to accomplish any opitsposes, but the

History: 1989 a. 286 outstandingamount of such loans at any time may not exceed an
amountequal to the system boasd’eceipts for the prior fiscal
%ear. A federated public library system whose territory Vigthin

or more counties may obtain a state trust fund loasd¢omplish
ny of its purposes, but the outstanding amount of a federated pub
fi library systens state trust fund loans, togethdth all other

43.17 Public library systems; general provisions.
(1) BoarDTERMS. Every public library system shall be governe
by a board appointed under 43.19 or 43.21 No person
employedby a public library that is a member of a public library,
systemmay be appointed to the public library system board. Up
theinitial establishment of a boarthe members shall be divided'dePtednessf the system, may not exceed an amount equal to
asnearly as possible into 3 equal groups to serve for terms exfi€ Systems receipts for the prior fiscal year
ing on January 1 of the 2nd, 3rd and 4th years, respectfobly ~ (10) BORROWERSCARDS. Except as provided isub.(11), all
lowing their appointment. Thereafteegular terms shall be for public libraries in a public library system shall hotioe valid bor
3 years and shall commence on January\acancies shall be rowers’cards of a publitibrary in an adjacent public library sys
filled for the unexpired term in the same manner as regufgm,other than the Milwaukee County Federated Library System.
appointmentsare made. Therequirement under this subsection does not apply thlihe

(2) BOARD ORGANIZATION AND MEETINGS. As soon as practica WaukeeCounty Federated Library System.
ble after the initial establishment okgistem, and thereafter in dJan  (11) COSTOFLENDING SERVICES. (@) In this subsection, “loan”
uary of each yearthe board shall ganize by the election, from meansa unit of service that involves the checking out of a single
amongits members, of a president and such othices§ as it itemfrom a library to an individual for use outside the library for
deemsnecessary The board shall meet at least once every @specific period of time.
months. (b) A public library in a public library system may refuse to

(2m) Abvisory commITTEE. Every public library system may honor valid borrowers’ cards of a public library in an adjacent
appoint a public library advisory committee to, amonther public library system if the total amouwf the reimbursement
things, advise the system board about the status needs of received by the public library for the preceding year from that
librariesin the system, serve asconduit of information between adjacentpublic library systemand from counties and municipali
the system board and individual libraries in 8ystem and make tiesthat are located ithat adjacent public library system, is less
recommendationt the system board relating to librarieghie  than the adjusted cost incurred for that year by the public library
system. in honoring these cards.

(3) FiscaL YEAR. The fiscalyear of each federated public (c) For purposes of pag), the adjusted cost shall be calcu
library system whose territory lies within 2 or more counsiesll  latedby determining the actual cost for each loan incurrethéy
bethe calendar year public library honoring the cards forgiven year in the manner

(4) SvsTEM ADMINISTRATION. Notwithstanding s59.17 (2) provided by the rules promulgated by tlepartment under s.
(br) and59.18 (2) (b) responsibility for administration of@ublic  43.24(2) (n)and multiplying that amount by the remainder calcu
library system shall vest in a head librarian who shall be appointatedby subtracting 500 from the total number of loans made in
by and directly responsible to the public library system board.thatyear by the public library tborrowers from the adjacent pub
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lic library system. For purposes of this paragraph, a renewal of a8e) A municipality or county that has withdrawn or that has
loan constitutes a separate loan. been expelledrom a public library system may participate in a

(d) Any reimbursement made by a County under(Damay pUbllC ||bra|'y SyStem Only by fulfllllng the requiremen!ﬁs for initial
notresult in a reduction in the level of support for public librarparticipationunders.43.15 (4) (b)or (c) and by adopting a new
servicesprovided by that county to residents of that county ~ Planof library service for the county

(e) If a public library in a given public library system refuses HS: 1971¢. 1521981 . 1071985 a. 291997 a. 1501999 a. 83
to honor the valid borrowers’ cards from an adjacent public librags 19 Federated public library systems. (1) (a) Inafed
systemannual meetings shall be held between representativegfiegpublic library system whose territory lies within a single
the afected public library systems thscuss the resulting lack of ¢ty the system boarshall consist of 7 members nominated by
services to the &ictedborrowers and the costs of providing suckye county executive, or by the county board chairperson in a
services. The affected public library systems shall provide th%ountywithout a county executive, and approusdthe county

dixistion V\gglwrilt;g?ggin%%elz B%f thz‘;i‘%Tgelt;ggs' 53,253 1989 board. At least3 members of the system board, at the time of their
istory: C. c. a. ; a. . . . h .
a.286 1991 a, 2721993 . 3831995 a, 2011997 a. 1501999 a. 92001 a. 16103 appointmentshall be active voting members of library boards

governingpublic libraries of participating municipalities, and at
43.18 Withdrawal, abolition and expulsion. (1) WiTH- leastone of these shall be a member of the library board governing
DRAWAL. (ag) In this subsection, “participating municipality” theresource library At least one but not more than 2 members of

meansa municipality that operates a public library and is a mer’{f‘rﬁgounw board shall be membeifsthe system board at any one

berof a public library system. ] ] ) )
(b) 1. Except as provided in subd, in a federated public

wibrary systemwhose territory lies within 2 or more counties, the

from the systenby adoption of a resolution by a two—thirds Votéystetr)nboard .shalldcl;)nsrist of at least 15 and EOt more thﬁn 20
of its governing body under pa(gr) and(b), if the resolutioris  Meémbersiominated by the county executmeeach county in the

adopted at least 6 months prior to the close ofylséems fiscal ~SyStem.or by the county board chairperson in a county without a

year. The resolutiorshall become ctive at the close of the sys COUNty executive, and approved by each county bioafte sys

tem'sfiscal year tem. Ap_p0||ntl;nents shall be |propd0r3qn to pg?pulﬁtlon as neharllly
(ar) With the approval of the governing bodies of participatinas practical, but, except as provided in sihdeach county sha

A ; : = Berepresented by at least one member on the sygiard. Each
municipalitiesthat contain, according to the most recent estim: Suntyboard may appoint one county board member to the system
prepared under $6.96 at least 80% of the population of parici o, 4~ The public library board governing the designated

patingmunicipalities inthe countya county may withdraw from g rcelibrary shall have at least one member on the system
afederated public librargystem whose territory lies within 2 orpy o .4 The remaining system board members shall include such
more counties. o _ representativesf the libraryboards governing public libraries of
(b) A participating municipality may withdraw from a feder participating municipalities and countieand public members
ated public library system. appointedfrom the counties at lge as the county board deter
(2) AsoLITIoN. A county may abolish a public library systenmines.
whoseterritory lies only within that countexcept that a county 2. A system board appointed under subdnay consist of
containinga 1st class city may abolish such a public libeystem  morethan 20 members if the county boards, acting jqideyer
only with the consent of the municipalities within the system. minethat each county in treystem shall be represented by at least
(2m) ExpuLsioN. With the approval of the division, a public2 members on the system board.
library system may expel, or reduce aids or services to, a munici (2) (a) Except as otherwise provided in this paragraph, a fed
pality or county that fails to meet the requirements undé8.45 eratedpublic library system whose territory lies within a single
(2) or (4). countyshall be deemed an agency of the county and a federated
(3) ProcEDURE. (@) Prior to taking any action to abolish orpublic library system whose territory lies within 2 or mo@un
withdraw under this section, the county board or other municipts shall be deemed a joint agency of those counties. A federated
governingbody shall holch public hearing on the proposed actiopublic library system whose territory lies within 2 or moair
andshall publish a class fotice, under ct985, of the hearing. tiesconstitutes a separate legal entity for the purposes of having
Notice of the hearing also shall be given by registered mail not Iéke exclusive custody ancbntrol of all system funds, holding title
than30 days prior to thlearing to the governing body of evento and disposing of propertgonstructingenlaging and improv
othermunicipality and county participating the public library ing buildings, making contracts and suing &ethg sued. A fed
systempo the public library system board and to the division. eratedpublic library system whose territory lies within a single
(b) A municipality or county withdrawing or expelled unde€oUntywith a population of 500,006r more constitutes a separate
this section from a public library system is responsible for its allé£gal entity solely for the purposes of having the exclusive custody
catedshare of the outstanding iabilities of the system on fee-ef andcontrol of all system funds, making contracts and providing

tive date of its withdrawal or expulsion. benefitsto its employees under o0.
w (b) Afederated public library system board shall have the pow

¢) Upon taking final action under this section to withdra A .
fror(n)or a%olish a pgublic library system, the county boardtber €'SOf @ public library board under43.58with respect to system-—
: wide functions and services. Thaeal library boards shall retain

municipalgoverning body shall give notice, by registered noil, o > > G T
; ; ST responsibilityfor their public libraries in all other areas.
the action taken to the governing body of every atienicipality History: 1971 c. 1521985 a, 1771993 a. 3831997 a, 150

andcounty participating in the public library system, to the public . Zieq library systems are discuss&aiAtty. Gen. 60
library system board and to the division.
(d) Prior to expelling a municipality or county fronpablic 43.21 Consolidated public library systems. (1) In a
library system, the system board shall notify the municipality aonsolidatecublic library system, the system board shalisist
county and thalivision, by registered mail, of the reason for thef 7 or 9 members appointed by the county board. In the initial
actionunder consideration and shall hold a public hearing coappointmenbf a system board, at least 3 members of the system
cerningthe action. The system board shall file a plan for alteratiboard, at the time of their appointment, shhk active voting
of the system territory under43.13 (2)by November 15 of the membersof library boards governing public librariemnsoli
year preceding the year in which the expulsion will takieaf datedinto the system. At least one but not more than 2 members
unders.43.13 (3)and thedivision shall adjust state aid under sof the county board shall be members of the sy&teand at any
43.24accordingly onetime.
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(2) (a) A consolidated public library system shall be deemed (fm) Electronic delivery of information and physical delivery
anagency of the county by which created. of library materials to participating libraries

(b) A consolidated public library system board shall have the (g) Service agreements with all adjacent library systems.

powersof a library board under s43.58and43.60and shallbe  (h) Pprofessional consultant services to participating public
responsibldor the total program gbublic library service for the |ipraries.

systemte_r r|_tory. . . . (i) Any other service programs designed to meet the rafeds

(3) If itis consistent with the terms thereof, a gift, bequest ggticipatingpublic librariesand the residents of the system area,
endowmento apublic library becoming part of a consolidatedys getermined by the public library systdmoard after consulta
public library system may be taken over by the system board. with participating public libraries.

Efnt:fm??ﬁg Isig?grr;?(;n\}\?r:?cwﬁ %\I/fat,sbgei(\q/gﬁ.st or endowment for the (k)_ Promotion and facilitation of library service to users with
History: 1971 c. 1521985 a. 17%s.23, 71; 1993 a. 241 specialneeds.
(L) Cooperation and continuous planning with other types of
43.24 State aid. (1) Each public library system shall be paidibrariesin the system area, which results in agreements with those
stateaid forthe operation and maintenance of the system. Excdiptariesfor the appropriate sharing of library resources to benefit
asprovided in pars(b) and(c), theamount paid to each systemthe clientele of all libraries in the system area.
shallbe determined as follows: (m) Planning with the division and with participating public
(a) 1. Determine the percentage change in the total amolibtariesand other types of libraries in the area in regard to library
appropriatedunder s20.255 (3) (epetween the previous fiscal technologyand the sharing of resources. By January 1, 2000, and
yearand the current fiscal year by every5th January 1 thereaftehe public library system shall
2. Multiply the amount of state aid received by the system stbmitto the division a written plan for library technology and the
the previous fiscal year by the sum of 1.0 and the result undidraringof resources.
subd.1. expressed as a decimal. (n) That, if the system reimburses a participating public library
(b) If the territory of a public library system is altered, théor the costs of providingnterlibrary borrowing services to an
departmenshall adjust the aid paid to that system under(par individual who holds a valid borrowks card of another partici
The department shall promulgate rules establishing the methaating public library the reimbursement shatiot exceed the
the department will use to make the adjustment. actualcosts incurred by the public library in providing such ser
(c) Beginning inthe fiscal year in which the total amount ofvices. The department shall promulgatéles for determining
state aid appropriated for publibrary systems under 80.255 actualcosts for the purposes of this paragraph.
(3) (e)and(gm), as determined by the department, equals at least(3) Annually, the division shall review the reports apcb-
11.25%o0f the total operating expenditures for public library seposedservice plans submitted by the public library systander
vicesfrom local andcounty sources in the calendar year endingl 43.17 (5)for conformity with this chapter and such rules and
in that fiscal yearthe amount paid to each system shall be detestandardss are applicable. Upon approval, the division shall cer
mined by adding the result of each of the following calculationsify to the department of administration an estimated armount
1. Multiply the systens percentage of the sta@opulation which each system is entitled under this sectidnnually on or
by the product of the amount appropriated und2055 (3)e) beforeDecember 1 of the year immediately preceding thefgear
and(gm) and 0.85. which aids are to be paid, the department of administratiat
2. Multiply the systens percentage of the statgeographi Pay each system 756 the certified estimated amount from the
cal area by the product of the amount appropriateter s20.255 appropriationsunders. 20.255 (3) (ejand(gm). The division
(3) (e) and(gm) and 0.075. shall,on or before the following April 30, certify to the department
3. Divide the sum of thpayments to the municipalities and®f @dministration the actual amount to which the system is entitled

countiesin the system under subctof ch. 79or the current fiscal Underthis section. On or before July 1, the departmeadofinis
year,as reflected in the statemaitestimated payments under strationshall pay each system thefdrence between the amount
79.015 by the total of all payments under subichf ch. 79or the Paid on Decembed of the prior year and the certified actual
currentfiscal yearas reflected in the statement of estimated pagmountof aid to which the system is entitled from the apprepria
mentsunder s79.015 and multiply the result by the product offionsunder s20.255 (3) (epnd(qm). The division may reduce
the amount appropriated under20.255(3) (e)and(gm) and Stateaid paymentsvhen any system or any participant thereof
0.075. fails to meet the requirements of siB). Beginning September

(2) Fora public library system to qualify for and maintain its-: 1991, the division may reduce state aid payments to any system
eligibility for state aid under this section it shall ensure that all fthe system or any participant in the system fails to meet the
the following are provided: requirementsf 5.43.15 (4) .

(a) Written agreements to provide, to any residsrihe sys (3m) If the appropriations under20.255 (3) (epnd(gm) in
temarea, the same library services, on the same terms, tiab-are@ny oneyear are institient to pay the full amount under sijh),
vided to the residentsf the municipality or county that estab Stateaid payments shall berorated among the library systems
lished the member libraryexcept for the group programmingentitiedto such aid.
preferenceauthorized under 43.15 (4) (c) 4.and to providdor (4) The division shall assure through an annual audit and
the interlibrary loan of materials among all participating publiadjustmentof aids, as necessatpat no more than 20% of the
libraries,as evidenced by agreements with those libraries.  fundsreceived by systems are used for administrative purposes.

(b) Backup reference, information and interlibrary loar ser (5) Any interest earned from the investment of state aid paid
vicesfrom the system resource libraigcluding the development to each public library system under s(&). shall be allocated to
of and access to specialized collections, as evidenced by a writtenlibrary system receiving the aid payments.

agreementvith that library o (6) In submitting information under &6.42for purposes of
(d) Referral or routing of reference and interlibrdoan the biennial budget bill, the department shall include an amount
requestdrom libraries within the system to libraries within andor the appropriation under 20.255 (3) (efor each fiscal year of

outsidethe system. the fiscal biennium equal to 13% of the total operating expendi
(e) In—service training for participating public library personturesfor public library services, in territories anticipated to be
neland trustees. within all systems in the state, from local and county sources in the
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calendaryear immediately precedirtge calendar year for which may appeal to the state superintendent a decision of the county

aid under this section is to be paid. library board or the countiyoard of supervisors that disapproves
History: 1971 c. 1521971 c. 215.126 1971 c. 3361973 ¢. 243.82 1977 ¢.  the participation by the town in a joint library with a municipality

28 ISI8 0 ST 0 o 201085 200 (106 ada 17T R0 2]  locatedin another county The state Superintendent shall hold a

a.33 public hearing on the appeal within 60 days after receiving notice
Cross Refeence: See also s®1 6.07and6.11, Wis. adm. code. of the appeal. The state superintendsrall publish a class 1

noticeunder ch985 of the hearing and shall also provide notice

b L L of the hearing to the town board, the county board of supervisors

loan collection to public library systems. The divisiormay 5 the county library board. Thstate superintendent shall

disperseto public library systems, without clga; materialsrom : s ;
the collection of the reference and loan library that the divisiq(ﬁsﬂg:tr?ﬁgéppeal within 30 days after the adjournnagtite pub

determinesare not appropriately held in the collection of the refer (2) Everypublic library shall be free for the use of the inhabit

eani:SOarn_d loan "brf""-y ants ofthe municipality by which it is established and maintained,
y: 1979 c. 3471993 a. 335 > ) :
subjectto suchreasonable regulations as the library board pre

43.30 Public library records. (1b) In this section, “custo scribesin order to rendeits use most beneficial to the greatest
dial parent” includes any parent other than a parent who has beegmber. The library board may exclude from the use of the public
deniedperiods of physical placement with a child undéicg..24 library all persons who willfully violate such regulations.
(4). (3) Any municipality may purchase or acquire onenwre

(1m) Recordsof anylibrary which is in whole or in part sup Ssites,erect one omore buildings and equip the same for a public
portedby public funds, including the records of a public librarjibrary or any library already established; or may adopt, talee
system,indicating the identity of any individual who borrows o@and acquire any library already established, dpnsent of the
usesthe librarys documents or other materials, resources, er sauthoritiescontrolling the same.
vicesmay not be disclosed except by cader or to persons act  (4) A municipal library may contract with library ganiza-
ing within the scope of their duties in the administration of thgons within this state or in adjacent states to provide or receive
library or library system, to persons authorized by the individukbrary services.
to inspect such records, to custodial parents or guardians-of chibiistory: 1971 c. 15%.16; 1977 c. 4181985 a. 178s.261028, 47, 1989 a. 286

drenunder the age of 16 as required under @bor to libraries 1997a. 150
9 q A library can chage user fees for any services that fall outside of a litwémier

asauthorized under SUbQ) and(S)' entinformation—providing functions; core “library services” must be provided free
(2) A library supported in whole or in part by public funds magf chage to the inhabitants of the municipaliy3 Atty. Gen. 86
disclosean individuals identity to another library for the purpose Municipal libraries may not chge a fee for lending video cassettes that are part
. X L . . of a reasonable permanent collection, but maygehtorlending additional copies.
of borrowing materials for the individual only if the library tomunicipal libraries may not chge a fee for online searching of bibliograpbic
which the individuals identity is being disclosed meetsledst informationaldatabases’8 Atty. Gen. 163
oneof the following requirements:

(a) The library is supported in whole or in paytpublic funds.

43.27 Distribution of materials from reference and

43.53 Joint libraries. (1) Joint libraries may be created by
. . . o . any 2 or more municipalities or by a county and one or more
(b) The library has a written policy prohibiting the d'SCIOSUri'anuynicipalitieslocated iﬁ whole or inypart in thg couniby appre
of the identity of the individual except as authorized ursdéy. priateagreement of their governing bodies. Seotidrs2applies
©) ) ) ) ) .. tojoint libraries.
(c) The library agrees not to disclose the identity of the inivid (2) Jointlibrary agreements under sgb) shall contairprovi
ualexcept as authorized under s(®. sionsnecessary to establish a library board usdis.54 perform
(3) A library to which an individua$ identity is disclosed the duties under #43.58and own and operathe physical facik
undersub.(2) and that is not supported in whole or in parpbi#  tjes.
lic funds may disclose that individuitentity to another library 3y A joint library may not be established unless it incluates
for the purpose of borrowing materias that individual only if o45tone municipality with a public library established before
thelibrary to which the identity is being disclosetets at least May 8, 1990.
one of the requirements specified under ¢2p(a)to (). History: 1971 c152s.19; Stats. 1971 s. 43.56985 a. 178533, 34 Stats. 1985
(4) Upon the request of a custodial parentgurardian of a s.43.53;1989 a. 2861995 a. 270
child who is under the age of 16, a library supported in whole
partby public funds shall disclose to the custodial parent or guaéﬁ

ian all library records relating to the use of the libgocuments Eachpublic library established under43.52shall be adminis
or other m:?{erials, resourcgs, or services by that ﬁild. teredby a library board composed éach city of the 2nd or 3rd
History: 1981 c. 3351991 a. 2692003 a, 207 classor school district of 9 members, in each city of the 4th class

of 7 members and in each village, town, tribal governmetnitoal

43.52 Municipal libraries. (1) Any municipality may estab associationof 5 members. o additional members may be
lish, equip and maintain a public libragnd may annuallievy  appointedo a libraryboard for a village, town, tribal government
atax or appropriate money to provide a library fund, to be usedtribal association so that the board has 7 membdenbers
exclusivelyto maintain the publitbrary. The municipality may shallbe residents of the municipaligxcept that not more than
enactand enforce police regulations to govern the use, managembersnay be residents of other municipalitiddembers shall
mentand preservation of the public librarAny municipality be appointed by the mayovillage president, town chairperson,
desiringto establish a new public library shall obtain a writtetribal chairperson oschool board chairperson, respectiyalith
opinion by the division regarding thieasibility and desirability theapproval of the municipal governing bodyp to 2 additional
of establishing the public library before final action is taken. Thmembersmay be appointed under43.60 (3)
division shall render its opinion within 30 days of the time the (am) Each public library established in a 1st class city shall be
requests received. administereddy a library board consistingf the president of the

(Im) Onand after April 10, 1986, any toveesiring to estab boardof school directors or hisr her designee, the superintendent
lish a new public library oparticipate in a joint library under s. of schools or hi®r her designee, a member of the county board
43.53shall in addition to the requirement under gipobtain the of supervisors who resides in the coubtyt outside the cify3
approvalof the county library board, if one exists, and the counglderpersonsind 6 public members. The county board member
board of supervisors before final action is taken. The counsghallbe appointed by theounty executive or county administra
library board and the county board of supervisors shall render and confirmed by the county bodiar a 4-year term com
decisionswithin 90 days of the request being received. A towmencingon May 1. The 3 alderpersosisall be appointed by the

.54 Municipal library board composition. (1) (a)
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mayoron the 3rd Tiesday in April from among thosdderpersons andacquire any libraries already established, by consent of the
serving4-year terms and shall serve on the library board duriagthoritiescontrolling those libraries.

their aldermanic terms. The 6 public members shall be residentyp) If it is consistent with the terms thereof, a gift, bequest or
of the city Five of the public members shall be appointed by thédowmento a public library becoming a part of a consolidated
mayoron the 3rd Tiesday in April testaggered 4-year terms. Ongountylibrary may be taken over by the county library board. The
of the public members appointed by the mayor under this paggunty library board shall maintain the gift, bequest or endow
graphshall be designated by the mayor as his or her representagitfor the benefit of the library to which it was given.

onthe board. One public member shall be appointed by the preS|(C) A consolidated county library may become part of a feder
dent of the common council on the 3rdidsday in April fora tedmulticounty svstem onized under €3.19

4-yearterm. The public member appointed by the president of e y. Y %a . : _—
commoncouncil undethis paragraph shall bé designated by the (d) A consolidated county library may contract with library

presidenbf the common council as his or mepresentative on the Organizationswithin this state or in adjacent states to provide or
board. receivelibrary services.

(b) Upon their first appointment, the members shall be divided (2) JOINTLIBRARIES. A county board maguthorize the forma
asnearly as practicable into 3 equal groupsexve for 2—, 3— and tion of a joint library under ¢13.53and may participate in a joint
4-yearterms, respectivelyThereaftereach regular appointment!ibrary board under $13.54
shallbe for a term of 3 years.awancies shall be filled for unex  (3) COUNTY LIBRARY SERVICES. A county board may establish
piredtermsin the same manner as regular appointments are magigd maintain a county library service to serve the residents of the

(c) Theappointing authority shall appoint as one of the men§ounty who donot live in municipalities that have established
bersa school district administratpor the administratos repre  librariesunder s43.520r43.530r to improve the library services
sentative,to represent the public school district or districts iff municipal libraries established under8.520r 43.53 The
which thepublic library is located. Not more than one member §ountylibrary service may operate a library or library service pro
the municipal governing body shait any one time be a membe@ramor may contract with library ganizations within this state

of the library board. or in adjacent states for services.
(d) No compensation shall Ipaid to the members of a library ~ (4) BOARD APPOINTMENT. (a) In a county with a consolidated
boardfor their services, except as follows: county library under sul§l), the county board chairperson shall,

1. Members may be reimbursed for treitual and necessaryWith the approval of the county board, appoint a 7-merober
9-membeicounty library board.

expensesncurred inperforming duties outside the municipality X ) )
if so authorized by the library board. (b) In a county operating a county librasgrvice under sub.

2. Members may receive per diem, mileage and other nectd: the county board chairperson shall, with the approval of the
saryexpenses incurred in performing their duties iaathorized Ccountyboard, appoint a 7-member library board. -
by the library board and the municipal governing body (c) Boards appointed under pafs) and(b) shall include at

(e) A majority of the membership offirary board constitutes leastone school district administrator of a school district located
aquorum, but any such board may regulation, provide that 3 in whole or in part in the countgr that school district administra
or more members thereshall constitute a quorum. For librarytor's designee, and one or 2 county boampervisors. Boards
boardsomganized under paam), 7 members constitute a quorumappomtedmder par(b) shall include, in addition, representatives

(Im) (a) Boards appointed for joint libraries underg.53 ©f €xisting library boards under 43.54and persons residing in
shall: municipalitiesnot served by libraries.

1. Consist of 7 to 1. members and be representative of the c(i%l) tBoar(?s alt%pointgd ur&der dpa(gaSnad(b) have the powers
populationsof the participating municipalities. andauties ot a library board underss.

: e , 5) TERMS OF OFFICE, COMPENSATION, OFFICERS, DUTIES. (a)
2. Be appointed by the heafithe municipal governing body ( S X
of each participating municipality and county boaheirperson Lﬁ}pontheblnltlal ﬁsltlaglls(;w_mdenaof a boa:d under f@b(%)lor_(bé |
of the participating courty the members shall be divided as nearly as practicable in 3 equa

. o groupsto serve for 2—, 3and 4-year terms, respectiveiyllow-
b (b()j Subsectiong1) (b) to (€) and(2) apply to joint library ing their appointment. Thereaftelerms shall bdor 3 years.
o‘z)s"o\ icable after it int s, at & dat Vacanciesshall be filled for unexpired terms the same manner
S S00n as practicable arer appointments, at a dat€asregular appointments are made.
andplace fixed by the appointingfafer, and annually thereafter (b) No compensation shall be paidtte members of a board

within 30 days after the time designated in this section for t : : .

beginningof terms, the members of the library board shajaer Dﬁdersub.(4) (a)or (b) for t_helr services, ex_cept as follows:

nize by the election, from among their numhefra presidentand 1. Members may be reimbursed for treitual and necessary

suchother oficers as they deem necessary expensesncurred in performing theiduties if so authorized by
(3) In any city of the 2nd or 3rd class, the common counéh‘e board. . . .

may, by a two—thirds vote, provide for the reduction of the number 2. Members may receive per diem, mileage and other neces

of appointive members of the library board to 7. Thereupopflyexpenses incurred in performing their duties idathorized

whenevera term expires or a vacanogcurs, no appointment by the board and the county board.

shall be made until the number of such membeas been so  (c) A majority of the membership of a board under $4jo(a)

reduced, whereuponthe remaining members shall be by loor(b) constitutes a quorum, but any such board, tmayesolution,

divided by the common council into 3 classes, 3 to serve for@ovidethat 3 or more members constitute a quorum.

years,2 to serve for 2 years and 2 to serve for one, yeapee (d) As soon as practicable after the first appointments, at a date
tively, from the date of such completed reduction, thedleafter andplace fixed by the appointingfifer, and annually thereafter
each regular appointment shall be for a term of 3 years. within 30 days after the beginning of terms, the members of the

History: 1971 c. 15s.19, 20; 1977 c. 4181981 c. 1971983 a. 27192, 214, i i i
538 1985 &, 1771087 & S8A1001 & 260316 1993 & 1641997 & 150 boardshallorganlze by the e_Iectlon, from among their numbér
apresident and such otheffioérs as they deem necessary

4357 Consolidated county libraries and county (e) Sectiort3.52 (2)applies to consolidated county libraries
library services. (1) CONSOLIDATED COUNTY LIBRARIES. (a) A and county library services.

county board may establish and maintain a consolidated public (f) A library oiganized under thisection may participate in a
library for the countyandmay for such purpose adopt, take ovepublic library system subject to 43.15
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(6) GIFTs AND GRANTS. Any county may receive, by bequestbelieves so. The division shall design the form of the statement
or gift, property for the purpose of establishing a public library fao that it may be removed from the report and forwarded to the
the county and may enter into an agreement to maintpirbac ~ division before it is sent to the public library system.
library in consideration thereof, and shall be bound to faithfully (7) The library board may receive, manage and dispose of
performsuch agreement. In such case the library board appoi and donations as follows:
unders.43.57 (4)or, in the absence of a library board, the county (a) All persons wishing to make donations of property for the
boardmay properly administer the same. _ benefitof a public library may vest the title thereto in tieary
s ot S e e L gea s ey © 2824719852 17T 1oard, to be held and controlled by the board, when accepted,

accordingto the terms of the deed of gift, devise or bequest. As
43.58 Powers and duties. (1) The library board shall have t0 such property the board shall be deemed special trustees.
exclusive control of theexpenditure of all moneys collected, (b) If a gift, bequest, devise or endowment is made to any pub
donatedor appropriated for the librafiand, and of the purchaselic library, the library board thereof may pay or transfer the gift,
of a site and the erection of the library building whenever authgequestdevise or endowmenty the proceeds thereof, to the trea
rized. The library board also shall have exclusive ghacontrol surerof the municipality or county in which the public librasy
and custody of all lands, buildings, money or other propersituated may entrust any funds therefrom to a public depository
devised bequeathed, given or granted to, or otherwise acquirediderch. 34 or may pay or transfer that gift, bequest, devise or
leasedby, the municipality for library purposes. end_owmento any member of the library boaro! to b(_e selected by

(2) Thelibrary board shall audit and approve all vouchers id ellbrary board andhereafter to be known as financial secretary
the expendituresf the public library and forward the vouchers olf the library board pays or transfers that gift, bequest, devise or
schedulesovering the same, setting forth the names of claimarf§ldowmento the financial secretarihe financial secretary may
the amounts of each claim and the purpose for which expendEfain. expend, invest and reinvest that gift, bequest, devise or
to the appropriate municipal or county financidiagr or, in the €nhdowments permitted under $12.10 The financial secretary
caseof a school district, the school district clerk, with a statemesi@ll hold ofice only during membership on the library board and
thereon signed by the library board secretary or other designe libe elected annualbt the same time and in the same manner
thelibrary board, that the expenditure has been incurred and tiathe other dicers of the library board.
the library board has audited and approved the bill. The munici () If any such treasurer or financial secretary holds any prop

pal, county or school district governing body shall then pay the bty belonging to the public librayyhe library board shall require
asothers are paid. abond fromthe treasurer or financial secretary to the library board

(3) Any person having a claim or demand against the munid Such sum, not less than the amount of such propereld by
pality or county growing out of any act or omission of the librardim Or her and with such sureties as titerary board requires.
boardshall file with the library board a written statement thereof."® Pond shall be conditioned in substantially the same fsm
If the claim or demand or any part thereof is disallowed, the-claifi€ ordinary bond required from the treasurer ofrthenicipality
antmay bring an action against the municipality or county ~ OF county with the necessary changes.

Iment,income andlisbursements from the trust funds in his or her
chage. Such reposrhall also be appended to the annual report of
thelibrary board under €13.58 (6)

(e) In the case of a gift for a library building, the library board
of the municipality shall have the exclusiight to select and cen

library and shall appoird librarian, who shall appoint such othe
assistant@nd employees as the library board deeesessary
andprescribe their duties and compensation.

(5) The library board may employ competent persdos
deliverlectures upon scientific, literariistorical or educational -
subjects;and may cooperate with the University\&fsconsin tractfor the purchase of a site.
Systemfechnical collegelistict boards, the historcal socity /1290, 1736, 1558 4020,107 o 200 1005 o rpioss o ATooi,
the department, cooperative educational service agencies, schoala
boardsand other educationaistitutions to secure such lectures Municipallibraries are a mattef statewide concern. Accordinglyome rule pro
or to foster and encourage by other means the wider use of bo!gg]swnl not justify local departures frore provisions of ch. 4376 Atty. Gen.
and other resourcereference and educational materials upon
scientific, historical, economic, literaryeducational and other 43,60 Library extension and interchange. (1) The
usefulsubjects. library board of any municipality or county mdyy contract or

(6) (a) Within 60 days after the conclusion of the fiscal yeauponsuch conditions and regulations as it prescribes, extend the
of the municipality or county in which the public library is locatedyse of the publiclibrary to nonresidents of the municipalityr
thelibrary board shall maka report to the division and to its gov exchangebooks and other library materials either permanently or
erningbody The reportshall state the condition of the librarytemporarilywith any other library

board'strust and the various sums of money received for the use(2) (a) The library board of any municipality located in whole
of the public library duringhe year specifying separately the or in part in a county that is not a member of a public library system
amountsreceived from appropriations, from the income of trughay, by agreement with any other municipality or county provide
funds, from rentals and other revenues of the public libearl for the loaning of books and other library materials from its public
from othersources. The report shall state separately the conditigfary, singly or in travelingibraries, to the residents of the other
of the permanent trust funds in the IIbrary bosuebntrol, shall municipality or county The other municipality or county may

Stat.ein deta” the disbursements On.aCCOUI‘lt.Of the pUb“C I|braryvy a tax and appropriate money annua"y to meet its Obligations
during that fiscal year anshall contain an estimate of the needgnderthe agreement.

of the public library for the next succeeding fiscal year ~(b) The library board of any municipality located in whole or
~(b) The report to the division shall include data concerning part in a county that is a member of a public library system may
library materials, facilitiespersonnel, operations and such othay agreement with the countire county library board or the pub
information as the division requests. lic library system board acting on behalf of the coppitgvide for

(c) The report to the division shall contain a statement by tttee loaning of books and other library materials from its public
library boardindicating whether the public library system idibrary, singly or in traveling libraries, to the residents of the
which the library participated durinidpe year of the report did or county. The county may levy a tax and appropriate money-annu
did not provide efective leadership and adequately meet thally to meet its obligations under the agreemasprovided under
needsof the library and an explanation of why the library boars. 43.64
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(3) Wheneverthe annual sum appropriated by thther Facilitiesnecessary to exempteunicipality from the county tax are discussed.

PN o 0 Atty. Gen. 389.
municipality or county under sulf2) equals or exceeds one SIXth6 A town, city or village thatdoes not maintain a public libratyut makes contribu

_Of the f_innue_‘l sum apprpfi_aIEd to the public Iib_rary by any mqnifénsto a nearby public librargannot be exempted fratie county library tax levy
ipality in which the public library is located during the precedingndersub. (2). 65 AttyGen. 182.

i i i i To qualify for exemption under sub. (2), a municipality or school district must have
fiscal year the mayarvillage president, towor county chairper expendedor its own “library fund” during the year in which the county tax levy is

sonor tribal chairman Qf the other municipality or QOl,II\leh the  madea sum at least equal to the sum it would have to pay for the county tax levy made
approvalof the governing body thereof, may appoint from amongringthat year to fund the county budget for the ensuing y&aAtty. Gen. 49

theresidents of the municipality or county an additionaimber  The scope of the exemption under sub. (2) is discuszzdtty. Gen. 190

of the library board of the public library and, when such sum

equalsor exceeds one-third of the annual sum appropriated to ffe7/0 Common school fund. (1) No later than October 15
public library by any municipality in which the public libraiy of each yeareachschool district administrator shall certify to the
located,2 additional members, for a term of 3 years from the Juljatesuperintendent, on forms provided by the state superinten
1 next succeeding such appointment, and thereafter for term§/@ft.a report of the number of persons residintheschool dis
3years. Whenever the appropriation madiess than the one- trict on the preceding June 30, as reported unde2Gs18 (1)a)

third specified, the dice of one such additional member of the (2) Annually by January 10, the state superintendent shall
boardand, if less than the one-sixth specified, tHiE®fof both apportionthe amount that is estimated to be appropriated nder

shall be vacant from the July 1 next thereafter 20.255(2) (s)in the current school year to teehool districts in
History: 1971 c. 152.23; Stats. 1971 s. 43.60981 c. 1971985 a. 1771989  proportionto the number of persons resident therein, as shgwn
a. 561991 a. 269 the report certified under sull).

43.64 County tax. (1) The county board of a county expend  (3) Immediatelyupon making such apportionment, the state
ing money for public libranservice to its inhabitants may levy aSUperintendenshall certify to the department of administration
tax to provide funds for such servieed shall include any amountthe estimated amount that each school district is entitled to receive

be levied under s70.62 (1) tor of the estimated amount so certified for hiher school dis
(2) () In this subsection, “library fund” means the fundgict. The department of administration shall distribute each
raisedby the city village town’ or school district by tax levy Orschooldlstrlct’s aid entitlement in one payment on or before May
appropriatiorunder sA3.52 1) 1. The amount paid to each school district shall be based upon the
(b) Except as provided isub.(2m), any city town, village or amountin the appropriation account under26.255 (2) (son

schooldistrict in a countyevying a tax for public library service April 15. All moneys distributed under this section shall be
yevying for p Yy expendedor the purchase of instructional materials from the state
undersub.(1) shall, upon written application tbhe county board

X . ; historicalsociety for use in teachingi¥¢onsin historyand for the
of the countybe exempted from the tax levbthe city, town, vik 5\ chaseof library books and other instructional materials for

lageor school district making the application levies a tax for puIEC oollibraries, but not for public library facilities operated by
lic library service and appropriates and expends for a library futh, | jistricts under 3.52 in accordance with rules promul
duringthe year for which the county tax levy is made a sum at legoqpy the state superintendent. Appropriate records of such

equalto an amount calculated as TOHOWS: . purchasesshall be kept and necessary reports thereon shall be
1. Divide the amount ofax levied by the county for public madeto the state superintendent.

library service under sull) in the prior year by the equalizedval = History: 1971 c. 153.12; 1977 c. 4181985 a. 33%.251 (6) 1989 a. 31359
uationof property in that area of the county that was subjebieto 1995a. 27 1997 a. 2787; 2001 a. 162003 a. 33
county property tax levy for public library services in the prior ] )
year. 43.72 Library exchanges. (1) Schoollibrary books and

2. Multiply the amount determined under sulidby the otherinstructionalmaterial belqng_ing to one _school district may
equalizedvaluation of property in the cityillage, town or school beloaned to another school district for use in any school library
district for the current year of that school district.

(2m) No city, village, town or school distriés exempt from _ (2) Any public library board and school board may make such
the tax levy under suli2) for any year ifpy September 1 of the exchangesind loans of bookand other instructional material as
year preceding the year for which the taxlésied, the county aréagreed upon for the purpose of increasing theiefcy of
boarddetermines that the public librao§ the city village, town bothlibraries and ensuring the best service to the schools and all
or school district that is a member of the public library system hgi§Zens. o ' .
not complied with standards approved undet&11 (3) (d) ) (3) Any school dlStI’IC_?t that borrowsf mate_rlals through.a_ public

(3) Each city town, village or school district participating in library system shall reciprocat®y sharing with other participat
ajoint library under s43.53shall be treated individually in deter iNg libraries materialsthat are not in immediate or constant

mining its eligibility for tax exemption under suf®). demandby the school librarg primary clientele, as determined
History: 1971 c. 153.16; 1977 c. 4181981 c. 201983 a. 271985 a. 1771997 DY the school district.
a.150 History: 1971 c. 153.14; Stats. 1971 s. 43.72985 a. 177
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