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CHAPTER 194
MOTOR VEHICLE TRANSPORTATION

194.01 Definitions. 194.24 Application; form.
194.02 Legislativeintent. 194.25 Nature of certificates.
194.025 Discrimination prohibited. 194.31 Inspection of records.
194.03 Interstate and foreign commerce. 194.32 Buses, restrictions.
194.04 Certificates; licenses; permits. 194.33 Municipal consent.
194.05 Exemption. 194.34 Contract motor carriers; license; application and hearing.
194.06 Public interest. 194.355 Operation under certificate, license or permit.
194.07 Operations subject to law 194.37 Enforcement.
194.08 Effect of this chapter on powers of department and municipalities. 194.38 Regulatory powers of department.
194.09 Marking carrier vehicles. 194.405 Single-state insurance registration system.
194.10 Service of process on nonresident carriers. 194.407 Unified carrier registration system.
194.11 Inspection of premises or vehicles. 194.41 Contract of liability for damage to person or property
194.145 Hearing; decision. 194.42 Exemptionfrom undertaking; proof of financial responsibility; reveca
194.16 Operation while delinquent unlawful. tion.
194.17 Penalties. 194.43 Privatemotor carriers; regulation by department.
194.178 Uniform trafic citation. 194.46 Amendmentsuspension, or revocation of certificate, license, or permit;
194.20 Certificates and licenses for carriers in interstate and foreign commerce. hearing.
194.23 Certificate required. 194.51 Suitto recover protested tax.
Cross Refeence: See also chdrans 177325 and326, Wis. adm. code. tric personal assistive mobility device, or vehicle operated on
rails.

\:}.V?:éoréquli?gg_nltlons. In this chapterunless the context other (8) “Municipality” means a town, village, or city
(1) “Common motor carrier’ means any person who holds (10) “Person’means and includes any individual, firm, part

himselfor herself out to the public as willing to undertake for hirBerSh'.p’“m't.ed liability company corporation, COMpan@ssoci
to transport passengers by motor vehicle between fixeg@nts  aton: including express and forwarding companies or agencies
or over aregular route upon the public highways or property Ovéxrndrallroaq companies, o.r their lessees, trustees or receivers.
regularor irregular routes upon the public highwaykhe trans (11) “Private motorcarrier” means any person except a €om
portationof passengers in taxicab service ocammuter car pool Mon or contractmotor carrier engaged in the transportation of
or van poolvehicles with a passenger—carrying capacity of le§$opertyby motor vehicle other than an automolbiferailer used
than16 persons or in a school bus under29.13 (27)halinot  therewith,upon the public highways.
be construed as being that of a common motor carrier (12) “Public highway” means every publgtreet, alleyroad,

(2) “Contractmotor carrier” meanany person engaged in thehighway or thoroughfareof any kind, except waterways, in this
transportatiorby motor vehicle over a regular irregular route Statewhile open to public travel and use.
uponthe public highways of property for hire, including the trans (13) “Secretary” means the secretary of transportation.

portationof buildings, as defined in 848.27 (12m) (a) 1. History: 1971 c. 164.88; 1977 c. 2%s.1303 1304 1654 (9) (c) (f), (10) (a);

“ " . 1979c. 34110, 221, 355 1981 c. 3471983 a. 182243 1985 a. 29187: 1993 a. 16
(3) “Department” means the department of transportation. 112 490 1997 a. 2542001 a. 90107 2005 a. 250

(3m) “Division of hearings and appeals” means the division A buy-sell arrangementhereby the carrier “buys” property at the shipping point,

of hearinags and appeals in the department of administration. immediately transports it ta delivery point, and there "sells” it to the real purchaser-
9 PP p with the carriels profit amounting only to the price of the transportation between the

(4) “For hire” means for compensatioand includes com 2 points—raises a rebuttable presumption urstdr. (15) [now sub. (4)], that the
pensationobtained by a motor carrier indirectlyy subtraction propertyis being transported “for hire.” GenslerDept. of Revenue/0 Ws. 2d
from the purchaserice or addition to the selling price of property08 236 N-W2d 648(1975).
transportedwhere the purchase or sale therisafot a bona fide
purchaseor sale. Any person who pretends to purchase prope X . R .
to be transported by such person or who purchases property im ovethe economic regulations which limit motor carrier opera
diately prior to and sells it immediately after the transportatiofPS in the state. The legislature intends to let the market promote
thereofshall be deemed to be transporting the prom"e and _Competltlveand eﬁCIGr_lt transportation services, while maintain
nota bona fide purchaser or seller therebhe rental of a motor N9 the safety regulations necessary to protect the welfare of the
vehicle to a person for transportation of the persoproperty ravelingand shipping public. Is the intent of the legislature that
which rental directly or indirectly includes the services dfiaer thlslchapter be |nterpr(re]t_ed 'nr? mannira\;vhlch gives the mest lib
shallbe deemed to be transportation for hire and not private c8f& cqnst(ugtlon to achieve the aim osafe, competitive trans
riage. This subsection does not apply to motor vehicle operatidﬁ‘%rits"i‘;'r;’_n 1|9n77uc3t2ri 1654 (9) (¢) 1981 0. 347
which are condupted m_erew &_15_ an incident to or in furtherance 0!Fhis sectiors statement of intent to let the market promote competitiveefind
any business or industrial activity cienttransportation services is specific to motor carriers and does not apply te regula

(5) “Grossweight“ when applied to a motor vehicle uged tionsregarding taxis. County dflilwaukee v Williams, 2007 W1 69301 Wis. 2d

; " 134,732 N.W2d 770 05-2686
the transportation of passengers, shall mean the actual weight of 0

the motor vehicle unloaded plus 1p0unds for each person capa g4 025 Discrimination prohibited.  No motor carrier may

ble of being seated in the motor vehicle. engagen any practiceact or omission which results in discrimi

(6) Theterm “gross weight” when applied to a motor vehicl@ationon the basis of race, creed, sex or national origin.
usedfor the transportation of property shall mean the actualyistory: 1981 c. 347

weightof such motor vehicle unloaded plix licensed carrying
capacityof such motor vehicle. 194.03 Interstate and foreign commerce. (1) Thischap

(7) “Motor vehicle” means anyautomobile, truck, trailer tershall apply to motor carriers engaged in interstatef@nign
semitrailer, tractor motor bus or any self-propelled or motorrommerceupon the public highways tiis state, in all particulars
drivenvehicle, except enotorcycle, moped, motor bicycle, elec andprovisions lawfulunder the constitution of the United States.

4.02 Legislative intent. It is the intent of the legislature to
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(2) Feesand taxes provided in this chapter shall be assessett license or common carrier certificatBauthority issued by the
againstoperations in interstate and foreigpmmerce and col departmentand insurance on file with the department as pre
lected from the carriers performing such operationspasial scribedin s.194.41
compensation for the use of the highways and policing of the () When a motor truck, motor bus, tractor or trailer haing
same. permitis sold or otherwise disposed of, and its permit canceled

(5) No certificate or license hereafter issued slalhtain andsuch vehiclés replaced by another such motor vehicle, a per
authorityto engage both in operations requiring a certificate undeit of the same class shall be issued by the department for the
the Federal Motor Carrier Act, 193&nd in operations which do sameyear to such replacement vehicle without gear

notrequire a certificate. ' () 1. Anyindividual, partnership, limited liabiligompany
~ (5m) Ina case involving a claim by a common motor carrigsr corporation whose principal businesteiasing, for compensa
in interstate commerce for freight chas: tion, motor vehicles maypon payment of an annual permit fee

(a) A person mayssert as a defense to the claim the existeregprovided in sub(4) for each leased motor vehicle for which a
of a freight chage agreement between the person and the mop&rmitis required, lease the same to common and contract motor
carrier which applies to thearriage of the freight at issue anctarriers. The lessor shall not be considered to obtain the privileges
which has not been filed as a tanifith the interstate commerce or be subject to the obligations ofl€4.23or 194.34nor shall s.
commission. 194.230r 194.34apply to the lessor

(b) A court shall request the interstate commerce commission 2. An authorized common or contract carriehen leasing a
or other appropriatéederal agency to issue an advisory opiniomotor vehicle for which a permit is required from person
on any issue which the court determines is within the primagngagedn the business of leasing under this section, shall not be
jurisdiction of that agency requiredto procure a permit as prescribed i1%4.230r 194.34

(6) Wheneverthe term “interstate commerce” is used in thi§ the_ motorvehicleleased carries the permit required under this

chapterit shall be interpreted as including foreign commerce. Section.
History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1987 a. 271993 a. 16 Cross Reference: See also chilrans 175Wis. adm. code.
(4) ANNUAL PERMITFEES. The annual permit fees required for

194.04 Certificates; licenses; permits. (1) AuTHoRITY motor vehiclesoperated under this chapter solely in intrastate
To oPERATE. (b) Every applicant for a certificate shall pay a feeommerceand used for hire shall be as follows:
of $500 for a common motor carrief property certificate or $50  (a) Motor vehicles operated solely in intrastate commerce by
for a common motor carrier of passengers certificate, except tb@inmonmotor carriers of passengers, $5.
anapplicant for a certificate under the federal motor carrieofact (b) Motor vehicles, except semitrailers, operated solely in

1935o0r for authority to transport in interstate commerce COmMOglastatecommerce by common motor carriers of propeds;
ities which are exempt from regulatibgthe interstate commerce (€) Motor vehicles, except semitrailers, operated solely in

commissionshall pay a fee of $25. intrastatecommerce by contract carriers, $5
(c) Every applicant for a license shall pay a fee of $500, exceptt y he d s hall coll I
thatan applicant for a license under the federal motor carcier . (0@) COLLECTION OF FEES. The department shall collect a
feesprescribed by this section.

of 1935 or for authority to transport in interstate commeore ]
moditieswhich are exempt from regulation by the interstate-com (6) DiSPOSITION OF FEES COLLECTED. All moneys received
mercecommission shall pay a fee of $25. underthis section shall be paid into the transportation fund.

. i History: 1975 c. 1431977 c. 2%s.1304m 1305 1654 (1) (7) (a);1979 c. 221
(2) PERMITS; APPLICATION, EXPIRATION. Every permit for the ;457730 1981 ¢ 34755.38, 39, 80 (1), (5); 1985 a. 20877 1987 a. 3691993

operationof amotor vehicle expires on December 31 of each year1g 112 490
Application for permits shall be made annually and shall beA vehicle exempted under s. 341.405 from state registregiguirements is not
accompaniecby the annual fee.No permit shall be issued orexemptedinder sub. (2) fronatate permit requirements. Stat&ellow Freight Sys

o t hicl | th istrati ned tem,Inc. 101 Wis. 2d 142303 N.W2d 834(1981).
renewedor any motor vehicle unless the registration requing Motor carrier permit fees required byb. (4) (a), (b), and (c) are not in conflict with

ch.341is paid in this state. interstatecommerce commission regulations and may be collected. The permit fee
(3) PERMITS;RESTRICTIONOFUSE. (a) No motor vehicle permit requiredby sub. (4) (d), 1977 stats., is in conflict with such regulations and may not

. R becollected. 63 AttyGen. 206.
issuedunder thischapter shall be transferable from one motor Y

vehicleto another except as provided in this subsection. Commpg, o5 Exemption. (1) This chapter shall not apply to motor

motor carrier vehicles, except truck tractors or road tractors, up@ihiclesowned by the United States, any state, or any political
which the common motor carrier permit fee has beenmpaythe g,y ivisionthereof, except in the case of transportation systems
usedor operated in intrastate commercediyer common motor .. jiredand operated between counties unds$8 (3) (d)put
carrierswithout the payment of aadditional permit fee. Contract;'s\ o 4 case the political subdivision is exempt from the annual
motor carrier vehicles upon which the contract motor carrier prﬁSermitfee under s194.04 (4) (a)
mit fee has been paid méag used or operated in intrastate €o L o . -
merceby other contract motor carriers without the payment of an (2) Theprovisions of this chapteshall not authorize the fixing
additionalpermit fee and, ibperated exclusively in the metropoli Of @nY rates, chges or regulations respecting the transportation
tan area of any city within a county having a population of 500,08bUnited States mails.
or more, may be used or operated in the hauling of common motof3) This chapter shall not apply to transportation of newspa
carriertrailerswithin the metropolitan area. When used in-railpers by motor vehicles having a gross weight of leaa 8,000
roadtrailer-on—flat—car service, awhen interchanged betweenpoundswhen any transportation for hire provided by the person
contractand common motazarriers, contract or common motorwho owns or operates the motor vehicle is confined exclusively
carriertrailers upon which the contract or common motor carriéo the transportation or distribution of newspapers within a radius
permitfeehas been paid may be used or operated by other conted&@0 miles of the point where the person or motor carrier receives
or common motokarriers without an additional permit. Privatghe newspapers from the newspaper publisher optiidisheis
motor carrier trailers may be used or operated both by privaleop—off agent or carrier
motor carriers and by commaand contract motor carriers upon (4) This chapter shall not apply to any farm truck or duat pur
the payment of the appropriate common or contract meagier posefarm truck combined with any semitrailer or farm traitar
permitfee. anyvehicle combined with a horseiler, if the vehicle combina
(am) No additional permit or payment of fees is required by thi®n’s gross combination weight rating, registered weight, and
lesseeof a contract motor carrier vehicle licensed in this stateattual gross weight do not exceed 26,000 pounds, the vehicle
the lessoris a Wsconsin resident and the lessee has a contract gambination does not include a commercial motor vehicle
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describedn s.340.01 (8)(c) or (d), and the vehicle combination  (3) Review of department determinations made under this

is operated solely in intrastate commerce. chapteris a condition precedent padicial review under ci227.
History: 1973 c. 63259, 1977 c. 234447, 1993 a. 4821995 a. 2012005 a. 65  Decisionsof the division of hearings and appeals are subject to

L . judicial review under ch227.

194.06 Public interest. The business of all common motor History: 1977 c. 291981 c. 34%.80 (1) 1993 a. 16

carriersof property or of passengers and of contract motor carriers ) ) )

is hereby declared to befefted with a public interest. 194.16 Operation while delinquent unlawful.  No motor

carrier of property or of passengers shall operate any motor

194.07 Operations subject to law . Nocommon motor car Vehiclepursuant to this chapter while delinquénthe payment

rier of property or of passengers or contract motor carriprior Of any part of the fees provided under 841

vate motor carrier shall operate any motor vehfdethe trans ~ History: 1993 a. 16

portationof either persons or property on any public highway i 94.17 Penalties

this state except in accordance with the provisions of this chap Everycommon motor carrier of property

of passengers, every contract motor carrier and every private
motor carrier to which this chapter applies and every pengan

R = . peratesithout obtaining a certificate underl®4.23or license
and municipalities. None of the provisions of this chapter shalﬁnders 194.34 except a license for transporting exeropin

be deemed to deprive the department or any municipality of agy, jities or without meeting the insurancequirements under s.
jurisdiction they now have or which may be conferred upon theity 1 1054 194.41 shall forfeit not less than $500 nor more than
overthe public highways of the state, nor prevent the departmeil 550~ Any person who violates any other provisions of this
or any municipalityirom suspending at any time the right of €0mp » e rinciuding the requirement to obtain a licenséramsport
mon motor carriers of property or of passengers, contract mogfenicommodities or the requirement to obtaipeamit or who
carriersor private motor carriers to operate motor Vehidesr ;. aeqorders issued by the division of hearings and apeals
an?_/p_ubllcf h;}ghwagl_wr;le_nhnecessary for greper preservation or ,jersor rules issued by the secretary shall forfeit not less than
p%!c'”g 019t77e pzl; 1'254'% Wfal%% ot $50 nor more than $100. Each violation constitutes a separate
istory: s ® @ & offense. In construing and enforcirtge provisions of this section,
theact, omission or failure @y oficer, agent or servant or other
gPersonacting for or employed by any common motor carrier of
propertyor of passengers, any contract motor carrier or any pri
Jte motor carrier done within the scope of employment is

194.08 Effect of this chapter on powers of department

194.09 Marking carrier vehicles. Each motor vehicle oper
atedby a common motor carrier gfoperty or of passengers,
contract motor carrier or a private motor carrier shalplainly
markedin such manner as the department may prescribe, so a S ;
identify such motor vehicle as being operated pursuant to teemedo be the act, omission, or failure of the common motor
chapter. This section does not apply to any farm truck or dual pdraTierof property or of passengemntract motor carrier or pri

posefarm truck combined with any semitrailer or farm traiter Yatemotor carrier _ _

anyvehicle combined with a horseiler, if the vehicle combina 51'5{"1’39312,7277‘19%%2?3‘%5?9%35;‘. (1731(3’)9%9;7163'9273447' 1979 . 341961

tion’s gross combination weight rating, registered weight, and

actualgross weight do not exceed 26,000 pounds, the vehid®4.178 Uniform traffic citation.  Service of a uniform traf
combination does not include a commercial motor vehicléc citation on the operator of a vehicle shall be deemditisuit

describedn s.340.01 (8)(c) or (d), and the vehicle combination procesdo give the appropriate court jurisdictiomer the person

is operated solely in intrastate commerce. having or required to have eertificate of authoritypermit or
History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1993 a. 162005 a. 65 licenseunder this chapter or the person required to meet other
Cross Refeence: See also cfilrans 302Wis. adm. code. responsibilitiesunder this chapter upon the filing with or transmit

. . . ting to the court of the uniform trié citation.

194.10 Service of process on nonresident carriers. History: 1979 c. 341993 a. 437

Section345.09applies to any common, contraxtprivate motor

carrierthat is a nonresident of this state. 194.20 Certificates and licenses for carriers in  inter -
History: 1981 c. 347 state and foreign commerce. (1) Motor carriersoperating

) ) ) in interstateand foreign commerce shall obtain certificates and

194.11 Inspection of premises or vehicles.  The depart Jicensesas provided in ss.94.23and194.34 Certificatesand
mentor its duly authorized agents mayaay time enter upon any |icenseswhich involve operations in interstate and foreign eom
premiseswithin this state occupied by any common motor carrighercemaybe denied by the department if it finds that the record
of property or passengers, any contract motor carrier or any Riindexperience of the applicant evinces a disposition to violate or
V-atemotor carriersor any motor Vehlcle ofa Commpn motor-careyadethe laws or regulations of the state applicablthe opera
rier, contract motor carrier or a private motor carrier for the puions proposed by the applicant.
poseof exercising any power provided for this chapter Duly 2y Notwithstandingsub.(1) the department is empowered to
authorizedagents of the department may stop a motor vehiclg;nger the provisions afection 206 (a) of the interstate com
underthis section upon the publlughways for the purpose of erceact, as amended byLP87-805 76 Stat. 91, by making
exercisingany power provided for in this chapter any finding, determination and otherwise doing any other thing

History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1985 a. 29332, 1993 a. 16 necessaryo proceed under that statute.

194.145 Hearing; decision. (1) Any person adversely History: 1981 ¢. 34%s.47, 80 (1} 1993 a. 16

affectedby a determination of the department under this chaptes4.23 Certificate required. (1) No person may operate
may petition the division of hearings and appeals for reviétie  any motor vehicle as common motor carrier unless the person
division of hearings and appeals shall set a time for a hearingffgt obtains a certificate anif,required under this chapter per
the matter and notice of the hearing shall be giverhe petitioner mijt issued by the department, or unléssperson is registered by
andthe departmerdt least 10 days prior to the hearing. The-heagnotherstate under aingle—state or unified carrier registration
Ing shall be conducted as ahlearlngs for contested cases Und@ysternconsistent with thetandards und,e[espective|y49 uUsc
ch.227. 14504 or 49 USC 13908&nd 145044 for the operation of the
(2) In its decision the division of hearings and appeals maghicle, except that no permit is required for the operation of a
confirm or reverse or may modifyith orwithout conditions, the semitrailer. The department may issuerefuse to issue any eer
determinatiorof the department. Where appropriate, the divisidificate. The department may attach to the exercise of the privilege
of hearings and appeals may by order direct the departmengtantedby a certificate any termsr conditions which are per
implementthe decision of the division. mitted under this chapter
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(2) Thedepartment shall issue a certificate withotearing thelength of the bus or is not permanently enclosed with cigjiel
andorder if the department finds that the applicant is fit, willingtruction.
andable to provide the transportation authorized by the certificatedistory: 1981 c. 1591993 a. 162005 a. 1.
andto comply with this chapter o )

(3) In determining the ability and fitness of a common motdf?4-33 Municipal consent. No common motor carriesf
carrierunder sub(2), the department shall consider all offble ~ Propertyor of passengers shall operate amytor vehicle within
lowing; takenby the municpalfy i tefaion to Sreets, roads and routee n
194(1az)11£2§1%elp22an§ compliance with theequirements of ss. the municipality No action by any municipality under this section

‘ - shallbe subject to review by the department.

(b) The applican safety record. History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1993 a. 246

(c) The applicans financial ability to provide cgo insurance
or to have adequafmancialresources in order to pay for damagé94.34 Contract motor carriers; license;  application
claimsagainst the company and hearing. (1) No person may operate any motor vehicle as

(d) The applicans reliability and service record. a contract motor carriennless the person first obtains a license

(4) If the department deniescertificate, the department shal"d:if reqwlred up]der this chapiex perm(ljt L)ssued ?}y the depar(tj
notify the applicant in writing of the reason, and the applicant Shg]fenlt,or uniess t.f.e é)erso.n Is registered by another state unc ﬁr a
have30 days tecorrect the deficiency and reapply without payslng e-stater unified carrier registration system consistent wit
mentof an additional application fee. the standards underespectively49 USC 14504r49 USC 13908

History: 1981 c. 34%s.51, 80 (1} 1985 a. 2081993 a. 161999 a, 1392007 a1d145044 for the operation of the motor vehicle, except that no
a.20. permitis required for the operation of a semitrail@he depart

mentmay refuse t@ssue any license or may attach to the exercise

194.24 Application; form. Applications for allcertificates, of the privilege granted by a license any terms or conditions which
licensesand permits required under this chapter shall be verifigare permitted under this chapter
written, and in conformitywith department requirements as to (2) Thedepartment shaisue a license without a hearing and
form and content. The department shall prepare and make dingerif the department finds that the applicant is fit, willing and
forms available to applicants. ableto provide the transportation to be authorized by the license

History: 1977 c. 2%s.1313 1654 (7) (€)1977 c. 4181981 c. 34%.80 (1)1993 and to comp|y with this Chapter

a.16 (3) In determining the ability and fitness of a contract motor
194.25 Nature of certificates. (1) No certificate or license carrierunder sub(2), thedepartment shall consider all of the-fol

issuedin accordance with provisions of this chapter shall J8Wing:

construedo be irrevocable, or toonfer any property right upon (&) The applicans compliance with theequirements of ss.
the holder thereof. 194.41and194.42

(3) When the holdeof a certificate or license or any right or  (b) The applicant safety record.
privilege thereunder dies, his or her personal representative, heir{c) The applicans financial ability to provide cgo insurance
or surviving spouse may continue to operate thereunder for a reato have adequafmancialresources in order to pay for damage
sonableperiod after his or her death. The department shall haslaimsagainst the company
powerto determine when such period shall end and no person(d) The applicans reliability and service record.
shall operate undethe provisions of this subsection beyond the (4) If the department denies a license, the departsteait
datefixed by the department. Any person electing to opergigyiy the applicant in writing of the reason, and the applicant shall

underthis subsection shall be considered as having assented tg i3 days tecorrect the deficiency and reapply without pay
consideredas the holder of said certificate, license or any right Qkaniof an additional application fee.

privilege thereunder for purposes of regulation urttlerlaws of istory: 1981 c. 347%s.61, 80 (1} 1985 a. 2081993 a. 161999 a. 1392007
Wisconsin. a.20.

History: 1981 c. 34%s.52, 53,80 (1) 1993 a. 16

194.355 Operation under certificate, license or permit.

194.31 Inspection of records. The secretaryor any person The operation of a motor vehicle under a certificate or permit
employedby the secretaryhall, upon demand, have the right issuedto acommon motor carrier or under a license or permit
inspectthe insurance records of any common motor carrier gsuedto a contract motor carrier shall, during thieetive life of
propertyor of passengers or of angntract motor carrier and to the certificate, license or permit, be deemed to be the operation of
examineunder oath any ti€er, agent or employee of such carriethe holder of thecertificate, license or permit for all purposes
in relation to the insurance required undér9g.41 provided that relatedto the enforcement of this chapter and ¢46, 341to 349
any person other than the secretatyo shall make such demandand351
shall produce his or her authority under the hand and seal of thsistory: 1979 c. 33%.5; 1981 c. 3991993 a. 16
department.

History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) (9) (e);1977 c. 2731981 c. 3471993 a. 16 194.37 Enforcement.  The department shall enforce the

ordersrelating to the provisions of this chapter and shall ceordi

194.32 Buses, restrictions. No common motor carrier of nateand allocate its activities so as tdeefively enforce such
passengershall operate any passenger—carrying bus amgr ordersand this chapter
public highwayof this state with any trailer or semitrailer attached History: 1977 c. 2%s.1318 1654 (7) (e)(9) (e);1981 c. 34%s.63,80 (1} 1993
exceptfor an articulatedus as defined in 840.01 (2m) Except 216
for an articulated buas defined in $340.01 (2m)which may be
65 feet in length, no interurban motor bus which exceeds 40 fégf-38 Regulatory powers of department. (1) Itshall be
in length or 8 feet 6 inches in widthisrof a double-decked open-€ duty of the department: . ,
roof design shall be operated upon the public highways uhder  (0) To prescribe rules and regulations as to safegpefations
authority of this chapter As used in this section an interurbar@ndthe hours of labor of drivers of motor vehicles operated under
motorbus is deemed to be of a “double-decked open-roof desidfe authority of this chapter
whenpassengers are carried ther@man upper level throughout (e) To act in accordance wi#9 USC 1450by making any
thelength of the bus over passengers on a lower level throughfinding, determination and otherwise doing any other thing reces
the length of the bus and the bus roof does not extend througtsaryto proceed under that statufdothing in this paragraph shall
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permit the department to extend the length or weight of mot@ccountof injury to or destruction of property transported, but the
vehicles. department may require, and with respect to a carrier transporting
(2) Nothingin this section shapermit the department to pro abuilding, as defined in 848.27 (12m) (a) 1shall require, a cer

mulgate any rule under which the provisiond®CFR 390391, tificate or othercontract protecting the owner of the property
392,395, and397 are applicable to, or enforceable with respedtansportedoy carriers fromoss or damage in the amount and
to, any farm truck or dual purpose farm truck combined with atpderthe conditions as the department may require. No permit
semitraileror farm trailer or any vehicle combined with a horse/ehicleregistration may be issued to a common motor carrier of
trailer, if the vehicle combinatios’grosscombination weight rat passengerby any motor vehicle, or other carrier of passengers by
ing, registered weight, and actual gross weight do not exce®@torbus, except those registered in accordance wB#ks26
26,000pounds, the vehicle combination does not include a cof®) (2) and(d), and no permit or vehicle registration may remain
mercialmotor vehicle described in340.01 (8) (clr(d), and the in force to operate any motor vehicle unles§ it has on file with the
vehiclecombination is operated solely in intrastate commercedepartment like certificate oother contract in the form and eon

History: 1971c. 1391977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1981 c. 2042,347: 1993 a. 16 tainingthe terms and conditions as nimyapproved by the depart
1999a. 1392005 a. 65 mentfor the payment of damages for injuries to propertyiajod

Cross Refeence: See also fans 327, W. adm. code. ries to or for the death of persons, includipgssengers, in the
194.405 Single-state insurance registration system. amoluntsas the depar_tmer?t may re_quwe.d -'t;h's sut?]sectlon doej, not
The department may participaite and do all things necessary to?PP!Y 10 @ motor carrier that is registered by another state under a

ngle—stater unified carrier registration system consistent with

implementand administer a single-state insurance registrati ;
systemfor motor carriers in accordance with USC14504 The q;iedsltiggifs underespectively49 USC 14504r49 USC 13908

annualfee required under this section for a motor vehicle that

operatedn this state and which is subject to the single—state-insyr (2) No certificate or other contract filed undéis section may
anceregistration system shall be $5. belimited as to the total liability of the insurer thereundirany

History: 1993 a. 161999 a. 139 seriesof_ accidents, ant_j no sqch ce_rtificat_a)ti_ler contract may
be terminated at any time prior to its expirationder the terms

194.407 Unified carrier registration system. (1) The thereof,nor canceled for any reason whateweress there has
departmentmay participate in and do all things necessary teeenfiled with the department by the insurer a notice thea¢of
implementand administer a unified carrier registration system féeast30 days prior to the date of termination or cancellation. The
motor carriers, including private motor carriers, ascordance 30-daynotice may be waived if an acceptable replacement has
with 49 USC 1390&nd14504a The department magonsistent beenfiled under this section.
with federal lawestablish by rule an annual fee under this section (3) The provisionsof this section shall be deemed a part of
for a motor vehicle that is operated in this state and that is subjegéry such certificate or other contract and no other provision
to the unified carrier registration system. thereofor agreement between the parties theneay operate to

(2) Thedepartmeninay not administer both an insurance regavoid the same.
istration system for motor carriers undet84.405and a registra (4) The department shall adopt rules for the administration
tion system for motor carriers under this section. andenforcement of this section and the secratamy appoint any

(3) The department may use the egency rules procedure employeein the department as a representativefir tife secre
unders. 227.24to promulgate rules establishing the annual fdary’s signature, including any facsimile signature adopted by the
specifiedin sub.(1). Notwithstanding s227.24 (1) (c)and(2), secretaryto administrative letters, notices and ordersriforce
theseemegency rules may remain infe€t until a subsequent rule this section.
is promulgated under this subsection or until the date on WhiCh(S) The department of transportation may require blafiket
permanentules take déct, whichever is soonerNotwithstane  ings of insurance, subject to such rulestlas department may
ing s.227.24 (1) (apnd(3), the department is naéquired to pro  adopt.
vide evidence that promulgatirgrule under this subsection as an (6) (a) Except as provided under pén), the minimum insur
emergencyrule is necessary for the preservatafnthe public  ancerequired under sulfl) is the minimum level of insurance
peace health, safetyor welfare and is not required to provide gstaplishedinder49 USC 13906a) (1).
finding of emegency for a rule promulgated under thisbsee (b) 1. The minimum insurance required under &lipfor a

tion. ; . : X
History: 2007 a. 20 vehiclewith a gross weight of 10,000 pounds or less is $300,000

Cross Refeence: See also chlrans 178Wis. adm. code. unlessthe vehicle is transporting hazardous materials as listed
under49 CFR 172.101in which case the minimum insurance
194.41 Contract of liability for damage to person or requirementsnder par(a) apply

property. (1) No permit orvehicle registration may be issued 2. The minimum insurance required under gtibfor a taxi

to a common motocarrier of propertycontract motor carrigor  caboperating under this chapter is the minimum levelgbflity
rentalcompanyno permit or vehicle registration may remain iinsurancefor bodily injury and property damage required by the
forceto operate any motor vehicle under the authefithis chap  local taxicab licensing oregulating ordinance applicable to such
ter, and no vehicle registration may be issued or remain in fore&icab. No such local ordinance may establish minimum levels
for a semitrailer unless the carrier or rental company has on #iliability insurance which are less than those required for a
with the department and infe€t an approvedertificate for a policy or bond under €44.15 (1) If no minimum levels of liabil
policy of insurance or other written contract in such form and colly insurance are established by such local ordinance, the mini
taining such terms and conditions as may be approved by #hemlevels are the same as the levels required for a policy or bond
departmentssued by an insur@uthorized to do a surety or auto unders.344.15 (1)

mobile liability business in thistate under which the insurer History: 1973 c. 2001975 c. 243421; 1977 c. 2%s.1319 1654 (7) (a) 1977
assumesne liability prescribedby this section with respect to thes 2 208 228 100 & o o Fo00 a. 1480005 5. 262007 2. 26
operationof such motowehicles. The certificate or other contract Cross Reference: See also chirans 176Wis. adm. code.

is subject tathe approval of the department and shall provide thaian insurer that paid for damages caused by a fleet vehicle not listed on the policy
theinsurer shall be directly liable for and shall pay all damages fodfor which no premium was received may recover from the insured under a policy
injuriesto or for the death of persons or for injuries to or destrufg Vb rsemensagse-Rural Mutual insurance Co. Reterson 34 Ws. 2d 165395

tion of property that may be recovered againsbilueer or opera "Underthis section, “operation” includes loading and unloading, and an “operator”

tor of anysuch motor vehicles by reason of the negligent operatibﬂU€eSa ﬁrd pzaéglo%f\elrgg;ai\ée% ur;_lgg%iggl?e,\l \\//Sgijcgglggb;ﬂg gilgulst
H H H ‘Mechanicalinc. S. . ) - ee also
thereofin such amount as the department may require. Liabilff ey Cantr, Suret Compangoos Wi Ao 13,203 We. 20 362718 N Vo4

may be restricted so as to be inapplicable to damage claimsieg o0s-1218
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194.42 Exemption from undertaking; proof of financial anytime, by its order duly entered afeehearing had, upon notice
responsibility; revocation. The departmenmay by order to the holder of any certificate, license, or peramiter this chap
exemptfrom the requirements of $94.41any common motor ter and an opportunity to be heard, at which it shall be proved that
carrierof property or of passengers, or other carrigrasfsengers the holder has willfully violated or refused to comply with any of
by motor bus, or contract motor carrier upon written applicatiqfe provisions of this chapter or36.924 or any orders or rules
thereforand finding thathe applicant has the financial ability toyf the department, altemend, suspend, or revoke the certificate,

pay any and all damages, liabilifgr which would otherwise be license,or permit. The department may suspend or revales a

assumedby an indemnitor under 494.41 Any personso e : . : p -
exemptedshallfurnish to the department from time to time suc?ﬂcate‘ license, or permitinder this chapter if, after providing the

information as to financial ability as the department may requi é)lder thereof notice and an opportunity to be hggrd Ommf
andshall promptly report to the department all accidentsioe edepartment finds that service under the cer_tlflcate_, license, or
ries arising out of its operationsubject to this chapteBuch Permithas been abandoned. A person who is aggrieved by an
exemptionmay be granted as to all or part of the meteinicles ©rder of the department under this section maithin 20 days
operated by the applican.he department may by order revokéfterthe date that the orderigsued, request a review of the order
any such exemption, after hearing upb® days’ notice, and for by the division of hearings and appeals.

cause. Whin 10 days after the date of such order of revocatignHistory: 1977 c. 291981 c. 34%s.68, 80 (1) 1985 a. 2771993 a. 162005 a.

the person dected therebyshall in all respects comply with s.

194.41
History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1977 c. 273

Cross Reference: See also slrans 177.09Wis. adm. code.

194.51 Suit to recover protested tax.  No suit shall be
194.43 Private motor carriers; regulation by depart - maintainedn any court to restrain or delay the collection or-pay
ment. The department may regulate the operationgriehite mentof the taxes levied in this chapteFhe aggrieved taxpayer
motor carriers, including thpower to designate from time to timeshall pay the tax as and when due, and, if pmider protest, may
the public highways over which private motor carrier vehicleatany time within 90 days from the date of such paymentiheie
may or may not be operated and to designate the time that sggitein an action at law to recover the tax so paid. If it is finally
vehiclesmay or may not be operated thereon so as to prevent determinedhat said tax, or any part thereof, was wrongfully col
gestionwhich shall diect the safety of persomsid property upon |ectedfor any reason, it shall be the duty of seeretary of admin
suchpublic highways; to require the displaf satisfactory evi jgtrationto pay out of the transportation fund the amount of such
%eoqgftch;iizl:ct;’eo@gﬁ Sngﬂzbegggcﬁzzdrgg?oﬂggl;;&gggf tax so adjudged to have been wrongfully collected. A separate suit
rulesand reglﬁ)latpi)ons for the s§ety of operation of private myotnreeant hefiled foreach separate payment made by any taxpayer
Butarecovery may be had in one suit for as many payments as may

carriers. L ) .
History: 1977 c. 2%5.1654 (7) ()1985 a. 202 havebeen made within any 90-day period preceding the-com
mencemenbf such an action. Such suits shall be commenced as
194.46 Amendment, suspension, or revocation of cer - providedin s.775.01

tificate, license, or permit; hearing. The department may at  History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (1) 1979 c. 3%.92 (5§ 2003 a. 33
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