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CHAPTER 342
VEHICLE TITLE AND ANTI-THEFT LA W

SUBCHAPTERI 342.157 Motor vehicle salvage pools and auction companies to maintain records.
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE 342.16 Transfer to or from dealer
342.01 Words and phrases defined. 342.17  Involuntary transfers. 3
342.02 Excepted liens and security interests. 342.18 When department to issue a new certificate.
342.03 Motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer leases. 342.19 Perfection of security interests. o
342.05 When certificate of title required. 342.195 Notification of person who has perfected security interest.

342.06 Application for certificate of title. gi%gg Rggi(;ir?qrér?{%?tis%réSrfit‘;;/eiﬁ?éirtgsitmereﬁ.
342.065 Title for salvage vehicle. 342.22 Release of security interest.

342.07 Title for repaired salvage vehicle. )
- 342.23 Secured partg and ownes duties.
342.08 - Department to examine records. 342.24 Method of perfecting exclusive.

342.09 When department to issue certificate and to whom; maintenance 855545 Electronic processing of certain applications

records. o . 342.25 Suspension or revocation of certificate.
342.10  Contentsof certificate of title. = ) 342.255 Cancellation of title or registration.
342.11 Grounds for refusing issuance of certificate of title. 342.26 Hearings and appeal.
342.12 Withholding certificate of title; bond. SUBCHAPTER IlI
342.13 Lost, stolen or mutilated certificates. ANTI=THEFT AND ANTI-FRAUD PROVISIONS
342.14 Fees. 342.30 Identification numbers.
SUBCHAPTER Il 342.31 Report of stolen or abandoned motor vehicles.
TRANSFER OF TITLE 342.32 Counterfeiting and unlawful possession of certificate of title.
342.15 Transfer of interest in a vehicle. 342.33 Sale of vehicle used as taxicab.
342.155 Mileage disclosure requirements of transferors and transferees. 342.34 Department to be notified of destruction or junking of vehicle.
342.156 Transfers of leased motor vehicles. 342.40 Vehicle abandonment prohibited; removal; disposal.
SUBCHAPTERI 342.05 When certificate of title required. (1) The owner
of a vehicle subject to registration in this state, whether or not such
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE vehicle is operated on any highway of this state, shadlke

applicationfor certificate of title fothe vehicle under the follow

342.01 Words and phrases defined. (1) Words and Ng circumstances:
phraseddefined in s340.01are used in the same sense in this (a) If the owner has newly acquired the vehicle, he or she shall
chapterunless a dferent definition is specifically provided. makeapplication under 842.15

(2) In this chapter: (b) If the owner applies for registration of a vehicle without

(ac) “Automated format,” with respect to any documentholdinga valid certificate of title previously issued to tbhatner
record,or other information, includes that document, record, by the department for the vehicle, bieshe shall at the same time
otherinformation generated or maintained in an electronic or digipply for a certificate of title.
tal form or medium. (2) Exceptas provided in suli3), an applicans eligibility for

(ag) “Deliver” includes electronic transmission. acertificate oftitle is a prerequisite to registration of the vehicle.

(am) “Leasingcompany” means any lessor who, within thdf the applicant for registration holds a valid certificate of title pre
precedingl?2 months, has leas&dor more vehicles for a period viously issued to the applicant by the department for the vehicle,

of at least 4 months. thatis prima facie evidencef ownership of the vehicle and the
(b) “Mileage” means the actual distance that a vehicle has trapplicantneed not apply for a new certificate of title applica
eledin miles. tion for registration.
(c) “Transfer” means to change ownership by purchase, gift or(3) This section does not apply in a situatimhere the law
any other means. expresslyauthorizes registration of a vehicle in the name of a per
History: 1993 a. 1591997 a. 272009 a. 28 sonother than the owner or where the law expressly authorizes

registrationwithout a certificate of title.

(4) Any owner who operates or consents to the operation of a
(1) A lien given by statute or rule of law to a supplier of Se\{ghiclefor which a certificate of title is required without such-cer
vices or mate%ials fo?/the vehicle PP tificate having been issued or applied for or atlyer person who

. . ’ . . operates vehicle for which a certificate of title is requirkdpw-

(2) A lien given by statute to the United States, this state or a}ﬂ% that the certificate of title has not been issued or apfsied
political subdivision of this state. - may be required to forfeit not more than $200cétificate is con

(3) A security interest in a vehicle created by a manufacturgfieredto havebeen applied for when the application accompa
or dealer who holds the vehicle for sale, which shall be governgdq py the required fee has been delivered to the department or
by the applicable provisions of ch09. depositedin the mail properly addressed and with postage pre

342.03 Motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer leases. Not- paid. . .
withstandings.401.201 (2) (tpr ch.409, a transaction involving __(5) Unlessotherwise authorized byile of the department, a
amotorvehicle, trailer or semitrailer does not create a condition@Pnresidenbwner of a vehicle that is not subjectrégistration
saleor a security interest merely because it includes a provisighihis state may not apply for a certificate of title under this-chap
that permits or requires the rental pritebe adjusted under theter unless the vehicle is subject to a security intevescept as
agreemenby reference to the amount realized upon the saleRPvidedin s.342.16 (1) (a) Notwithstanding any other provision
otherdisposition of the motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer ~ Of this section, a nonresident mpyrchase temporary operation
History: 1991 a. 1482009 a. 320 platesunder s341.09 (4) Any temporary operation permit or

342.02 Excepted liens and security interests. This
chapterdoes not apply to or fafct:
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plateissued under 841.09shallnot be considered registration of (g) If the vehicle is a used motor vehicle which was last pre

the vehicle for purposes of this subsection. viously registered in another jurisdiction, the applicant stoal
History: 1971 c. 2781977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1977 c. 2731981 c. 1501987  nish any certificate of ownership issued by the ofhesdiction

a.100s.3;1993 2. 159 anda statement pertaining to the title history and ownership of

L " . . suchmotor vehicle, such statemdntbe in the form the depart
342.06 Application for certificate of title. (1) Anapplica entprescribes.

tion for a certificate of title shall be made to the department upon . . . .
aform or in an automated format prescribed by it and shall pe () If the applicant for certificate of title for a motor vehicle
accompaniedby the requiredee and any applicable taxes. mforl_ntendsto utlll_ze that vehicle as a taxmat_) or for pub_llc transporta
mationobtained by the department under tibsection shall be tlon,_the applicant shall sta;e that fact in the application. If the
provided to the department of revenue for the purposts appllcantknows t_hat the/ehlclt_e has prewously_ been used as a
administeringstate taxes and collectiogbt. Each application for taxicabor for public transportation and that fact is not noted on the
certificateof title shall include the following information: old certificate of title, the applicarshall state in the application
NOTE: Sub. (1) (intro.) is affected by2005 Wis. Acts 25and59. The 2treat-  thatthe vehicle has previously been so used.
e, Sl o) s oun oe ffcediy helast () Ifthe applicant for certifcate of e for a motor veficle
(1) An application for a certificate of title shall be made to the department  iNtendsto utilize that vehicle aa police vehicle by a law enforce
upon a form or in an automated format prescribed by it and shall be accompa mentagencythe applicant shall state that facthe application.
mednf;y tr:‘f 58?191fegtf9§ andda”{hépp'i%ab'et,tax?;h Tze derft)né:”mff}t Shaﬂmlf’e If the applicant knows that the vehicle has previously beed
thg Isolc:er pjrl;?osle ?Jf (jl:jniirLllir;tt-:G‘}rringlss‘:t?':;tleSt;i(;g:1 Eaceh ;ppsllicat?(;]n (f)orrec\:eerti;ilgat%rof asa police vehicle by a ,IaW enfo,rcemem agenCy and that fa(,:t 1S
title shall include the following information: not noted on theld certificate of title, the applicant shall state in
(a) The name and address of the owner the application that the vehicle has previously been so used.

(b) A description of the vehicle, including make, identification (hr) If the vehicle is less than 7 years old, is damagetbtiy
numberand any other information or documentation that thg@onor other occurrence the extent that the estimated or actual
departmenimay reasonably require faroper identification of cost,whichever is greateof repairing the vehicle exceeds 30%
the vehicle or for determination of the mileage of the vehade of its fair market value and was transferred to an insurer upen pay
disclosedby prior transferors. mentof an insurance claim, the insurer shall state that fact in the

(c) The date of purchase by thgplicant, the name and addresgPplication. If the applicant knows that the vehicle had been-rans
of the person from whorthe vehicle was acquired and the name§redto an insurer upon payment of an insurance claim and that
andaddresses of any secured parties in the order of their prioﬁéEFt is not noted on the old certificate of title, the applicant shall

(d) If the vehicle is a new vehicle being registered for the fir? atein the application that the vehicle has previously been so
time, the signature of a dealuthorizedo sell that new vehicle, Iransferred.This paragraph does not apply to salvage vehicles.
thetotal of the number dfres normally used on the vehicle during () The information required under&5.103 (2)
its operation on the highways plus the number of any spare tireqj) For a motor vehicle of a model year less than 10 years old,
with which the vehicle is normally equipped and tii@nufactur  the certificate of title of the person transferring the title to the
er’sdocument of origin. The document of origin shall contain thepplicantor, if applicable, the manufactuterdocument of origin;
informationspecified by the department. the mileage disclosure statement required und842.155 (1)

(e) Any further evidence of ownership which may reasonab®nd,if applicable, the power of attorney required untigiluSC
berequired by the department to enablmitietermine whether 1988or rules of the department.
the owner is entitled to a certificate of title and the existence or (k) If the vehicle is arautomobile, station wagon or motor
nonexistencef security interests in the vehicle. truck having a registered weight of 8,000 pounds or less and-a tem

(eg) Except as provided in p&eh), if the applicant is an indi porary operation plate has been issded the vehicle under s.
vidual, the social security number tife applicant. The depart 341.09(2m)(a) 1. b.or 2., the registration number of the tempo
mentof transportation may not disclose a social secutityber rary operation plate.

obtainedunder this paragraph to apgrson except to the depart  (1m) On the formor in the automated format for application
mentof children and families fathe sole purpose of administer for a certificate of title, thelepartment may show the fee under s.
ing s.49.22and to the department of revenue for the purposesfp 14(3m) separately from the fee undeBg2.14 (1)or (3).

admlnlsterlngstatg taxes and collecting deb.t. ) (2) Any person who knowingly makes a false statement in an
(eh) If thedappllcan; do%s QOt hdave a iog'_ain%e?ur't%’] ”urr?berapplicationfor a certificate of title is guilty of a Class H felony
statementmade or subscribed under oath diraation that the (3) Any person intending to use a vehicle as a taxicab or for

applicantdoes not have a social security numbgnie form of the dpublictransportation who fails to state such intent in the applica

statementshall be prescribed ke department of children and; L ! :
families. A certificate of title that is issuad reliance on a state tion for certificate of title or any person who faitsfurnish any

ment submitted under this paragraph is invalid if the statemen }I%erinformation required by sulfl) (h)may be required to for
false. eit not more than $1,000.

. . . History: 1973 c. 2181975 c. 121286, 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1987 a. 10,
(em) Any further evidence which may reasonably be requiredg 1991 a. 39269, 309 316, 1993 a. 63159, 165,490, 1997 a. 27191, 283 1999

by the department to enable it to determine whether any of thé 80,88 2001 a. 1092005 a. 2559; 2007 a. 20138

informationspecified in s342.10 (3) (C)O (h) may be applicable Cro'ss—reference: See also ch§'.ransl156&nd157, Wis. adm. code.
to the vehicle A violation of sub. (2) does not require that the pergba makes the false state
' mentmust submit the application and is not limited to false statements made by an

(f) If the identification number of the vehicle has beerpplicant. State vWilliams, 156 Ws. 2d 296456 N.W2d 864(Ct. App. 1990).
removed obliterated or altered, or if the original casting has been
replacedpr if the vehicle has ndteen numbered by the manufac342.065 Title for salvage vehicle. (1) (a) A purchaser of
turer, the application for certificate of title shall so state. If the salvage vehicle that is not currentifed as a salvage vehicle
identification number of the vehiclgas originally based on an shall, promptly after delivery to him or her of the salvage vehicle,
enginenumber and the engine number is no longer pertingneto apply for asalvage vehicle certificate of title by submitting to the
vehicle because of subsequeangine changes and no othedepartmentthe properly assigned certificate of title under s.
manufacturer’sdentification numberchassisnumber or serial 342.15(1) (c) or other evidence of ownership, the applicant’
numberexists, the department shall assign a new identificatistatementhat the vehicle is a salvage vehicle, an application for
numberfor the vehicle under 842.30 (1m) a salvage certificate of title and the required fee.
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(b) The owner of a salvage vehicle that is not currently titled (2) Upon receipt of an application for a certificate of title
asa salvage vehicle shall promptly apply for a salvage vehicle cehowinga transfer of ownership of a vehicle.
tificate of title by submitting to the department the certificate of History: 1973 c. 1691977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1987 a. 3492003 a. 184
title for the vehicle or othesvidence of ownership, the applicant’ Cross-reference: See also chirans 196Wis. adm. code.
statementhat the vehicle is a salvage vehicle, an application for . .
asalvage certificate of title and the required fee. Paimgraph 342.09 When department to issue  certificate and to
doesnot apply to a salvage vehicle that is purchased by a salvg®m; maintenance of records. (1) The department shall
vehicle purchaser subject to the requirements of (@ar maintain a record of each application for certificate of title
() If the interest of an owner ivehicle that is titled in this "éCeivedby it and, when satisfied as to its genuinenessegd
stateis not transferred upon paymesitan insurance claim that, 12ty and that the applicant is entitled to the issuance of a eertifi
including any deductible amounts, exceeds 70% of the fair mark&i€of title, shall issue and deliver a certificaaethe owner of the
value of the vehicle, any insurer of the vehicle shall, within 3gehicle.
daysof payment of the insurance claim, notify the department in (2) Thedepartment shall maintain a record of all applications
writing of the claim payment and thiie vehicle meets the statu andall certificates of title issued by it:
tory definition of a salvage vehicle, in the manner and form pre (a) According to title number

scribed by the department. _ (b) According to engine or identification number
(2) Upon notification from an insurer under sufi) (c), the (c) Alphabeticallyaccording to name of owner

departmenshall promptly notify the owner of the salvage vehicle . .
thathe or she is required to apply for a salvage vehicle certificate(d) N any other manner which the department determines to

of title under sub(1) (b). € desirable.

(3) Upon compliance with the requirements of s(@b), the (3) Thedepartment shall chge a fee ohot less than $2 for
departmenshall issue a salvage vehicle certificate of title for tHePnductinga file search of vehicle t!tle .feCOFde.. .
vehicle. Thecertificate shall include the words “This is a salvage (4) (&) The department may maintainy certificate of title or

vehicle”. otherinformation required to be maintained under th_is s_e(rtio_n
(4) (a) Except as provided in pdb), any person who violates &" automated format and magnsider any record maintained in
sub.(1) may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000. an automated format under this paragraph tdheeoriginal and

controlling record, notwithstanding the existence of any printed

(b) Any person who violates sufi) with intent to defraud is versionof the same record.

guilty of a Class H felony

History: 1993 a. 63.5, 6, 11; 1997 a. 2832001 a. 109 (b) Records maintained by tlepartmentnder this section
arethe oficial vehicle title records.
342.07 Title for repaired salvage vehicle. (1) Applica- History: 1977 c. 2%5.1654 (7) (2)1979 c. 2211989 a. 312009 a. 28

tion for registration of and a new certificaiétitle for a repaired ~ Cross-reference: See also chdrans 157and195 Wis. adm. code.
salvagevehicle must be accompanied by all of the following: . . o
g P 4 9 342.10 Contents of certificate of title. (1) Eachcertifi-

(@) The required fees. cateof title issued by the department shall contain:

(b) A properly assigned salvage certificate of title or a properly
assignectertificate of title by a dealer under3g2.16 (1) (afor (@) The name and address of the .owr_ler .
the vehicle. (b) The names of any secured parties in the order of prasity

(c) Any other transfer document required by.law shoyv_non the_appllcatlon oif the appllcatlp_n is based on another
(d) The certificate of inspection under s(b) certificateof title, as shown on such certificate.
ired sal P hicl b- . d (bm) Notwithstanding s342.02 (2) if the applicant is named
__(2) A repaired salvage vehicle may not be registered or be, siatewide support lien docket providedier s49.854 (2) (b)
issueda new certificate of title until an inspector authorized by the, -+ stating “Per section 49.854 (2) of thisatnsin Stat

departmenexamines it for the following, as specified in rules-prq 1o the state of l8tonsinhasa lien on this vehicle for unpaid
mulgatedby the department: supp'ort "

(a) To determine whether the vehidtethe same vehicle for (c) The title number assigned to the vehicle
which the titl mitt nder was i ; )

(E) Toever(iefys tlkl])e soﬁ(rjcz :l: d ivﬁérsﬁisp Z?Ltlﬁg’major parts a (d) A description of the vehicle, including make and identifica
componentsised to recondition the vehicle; and ﬂgn number except that if the vehicle wdast registered in

. o . ... anotherjurisdiction the make and model contained indbsifi-

(c) To determine whether the vehicleitscompliance with  ¢ate shall be the make and model contained in the last certificate
safetyequipment requirements. of title issued by the other jurisdiction.

(3) (2) The applicant shall payfee of $80 to the department  qm) The mileagedisclosure statement required under s.
for the examination in sul2). _ 342.155 and any notations or qualifying statemeexplaining

(b) If the examination is conducted by an inspector employ@gk odometer reading specified by the department by rule.

by a city, village, town or county75% of the fee paid undpar ; ;
(a) shail be credited to the appropriation undex0s395 (5)ch) (e) Any other data which the department deems pertinent and

andthe city village, town or county employing the inspectball desirable. - . .
be reimbursed this amount from that appropriation (2) (a) The certificateof title shall contain spaces for all of the
' following:

(4) If the vehicle passes the examinationsimb. (2), the . .
inspectorshall provide the applicant with an inspection certificate 1+ ASSignment and warranty of title by the owner

showingthat the vehicle satisfies the inspection standards. 2. The mileage disclosure statement required B¢2.155
lgl;igStOI’gyi 1975 c. 385421, 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) ()1987 a. 3491993 a. 16437, 3. Reassignment amrrantyof title by a dealer or whole
a.

saler.

4. Any information required by the department when a motor
342.08 Department to examine records. The department vehicle is soldat a motor vehicle auction or motor vehicle salvage
shallcheckthe application for a certificate of title against recordgool.

Cross—reference: See also chilrans 149Wis. adm. code.

of stolen vehicles: (b) The certificate of title may contain spaces for application
(1) Beforeissuing a certificate of title for a vehicle lastprefor a certificateof title by a transferee and for the naming of a
viously registered in another jurisdiction. securedpartyand the assignment or release of a security interest.
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(3) Beforeissuing a new or duplicate certificate of title for  (3) Notwithstandingsub.(2), the department may issue a-cer
motor vehicle, the department shall permanently record any of tlificate of title if the applicant fulfills either of the following
following information, if applicable, on such certificate: requirements:

(a) That the vehicle was previously licensed and used as-a taxi(a) Theapplicant is a dealer licensed under2is3.0101to
cabor for public transportation. 218.01630r218.11and is financially responsible as substantiated

(b) That the vehiclavas previously licensed and used as BY the lastfinancial statement on file with the licensarfinance
p0|icevehic|e by a law enforcement agency Company|icensed Under s4.38.090r 218.0101to 2180163 a

(c) That the vehicle was not manufactured in compliance Wf@nko(;gankl‘_zed ””‘?'er the laws of this state, or a national bank
all federal emission and safety standards applicable at the timé°Gf€din this state; or ' _
manufacturewhether or not the vehicle was subsequently modi (b) The applicant has filed with the departmebbad in the

fied to meet such standards, and that the vehicle is “non-U&Xm prescribed by the department and executed by the applicant,
standard”. andeither accompanied by the deposit of cash with the department

: : or executedby a person authorized to conduct a surety business

(d) That the vehl.cle was a flood damaged vehicle. . inthis state. The bond shall be in an amount equal to one and one-

(e) That the vehicle was a manufacturers buyback vehiclepgf times the value of the vehicle as determined bylépartment

() That the vehicle was previously a salvage vehicle. andconditioned tandemnify any prior owner and secured party

(9) That the vehiclavas transferred to an insurer uponpayand anysubsequerpurchaser of the vehicle or person acquiring
mentof an insurance claim. This paragraph does not apply-to &y security interest in it, and their respective successonsan
vagevehicles. est,against any expense, loss or damage, including reasonable

(h) That the vehicle was a hail-damaged vehicle. This pagjtorneyfees, by reason of the issuance of the certificate of title for

graphdoes not apply to a hail-damaged vehicle that was repaifg§ vehicle or on account of any defectinundisclosed security
with any replacement part, as defined i632.38 (1) (e) Interestupon the right, title and interest of the applicant in and to

- N N evehicle. Any such interested person has a right of action to
(5) A certificate of title issued by the department is prima fac : "
evidenceof the facts appearing on it. t%coveron the bondor any breach of its conditions, but the aggre

o i . _gateliability of the surety to all persons shall not exceed the
(6) A certificate of title may be issued by the departmeanin amountof the bond. The bond, and any deposit accompanying it,
automatedormat. shallbe returned ahe end of 5 years or prior thereto if, apart from
19'3'75;‘_’3’7:’ 119917 713(:;3%:1965& %)a_(azc)olgfglc.lggzlgg; 2.39919932. 63159.49%  this section, a certificate of title could then be issued for the
A certificate of title is not conclusive evidence of ownership. The purpose of Sy@hmle,or if _the Ve_h_|CIe IS no Ion_ger registered in this stateted
(5) is to furnish convenient evidence of vehicle ownership. National Exchange Bagtrrentlyvalid certificate of title is surrenderéal the department,
of Fond du Lac vMann,81 Ws. 2d 352260 N.w2d 716(1977). unlessthe department has been notified of the pendency of an
. i actionto recover on the bond.
fi)tlllg.llThch;gung?n fo: r%fu”sln% issuance  of ;:ernﬁc{i_lft_e (;f  ige@ (@) The district attorneghall notify the department when
utle. lepartment shall refuse issuance of a certificate of tilg ,’sne files a criminal complaint against a person who has been
if any required fee has not been paid or for any of the fouow'ﬁgresteo‘or violating $.346.63 (L)or (2), 940.09 (1)or940.25and
reasons: . who has 2 or more@rior convictions, suspensions or revocations,
(1) Thedepartment has reasonable grounds to believe thajiscounted under 843.307 (1) Except as provided under &),
(a) The person alleged to be the owner of the vehicle ithaot the department may not issue a certificatéitef transferring own
owner. ershipof the motor vehicle owned by the person and involved in

(b) The application contains a false or fraudulent statemerifi€ violation upon receipt of a notice under this subseatiutii
(2) The applicant has failed to furnish any of the foIIowing'the court assigned to hear the criminal complaint issues an order

. . ‘permitting the department to issue a certificate of title.
19é%)olrf ﬁljggc;btﬁétggp%?\tﬁég attorney required uridet/SC (b) Except as providednder par(c), the department may not

(b) Unless exempted by rule of the department, the mile issuea certificate of title transferring ownershgb the motor

. X icle owned by a person and involved in the violatigron
disclosurefrom the most recent titled owner apithall subsequent e ceintof a notice of intent to revoke the persoaperating privi
nontitledowners of the vehicle.

) - ) legeunder s343.305 (9) (g)if the person has 3 or more prior eon

(c) Any other information or documents required by law or byictions, suspensions or revocations, as counted un@d3s307
the department pursuant to authority of law (1), until the court assigned to the hearing undé&48.305(9)

(3) Theapplicant is a motor vehicle dealer and is prohibitédsuesan order permitting the department to issue a certiffate
from applying for a certificate of title under&12.16 (1) (apr(c). title.

(4) Exceptas provided in s842.05 (5)and342.16 (1) (ajor (c) 1. The department shall issue a certificate of title transfer
a certificate of title and registration for a vehicle owned by a noring ownership of a motor vehicle that was subject to the restric
residentthe applicants a nonresident and the issuance of a eerttionsunder par(a) or (b) if all of the following conditions are met:
icate of title has not otherwise been authorizedrble of the a. Theperson requesting the issuance of the certificate of title
department. Any temporaryoperation permit or plate issuedpurchased the motor vehicle in good faith and without knowledge
unders.341.09shall not be considered registration of the vehic@f the criminal complaint described in péx) or of the notice of
for purposes of this subsection. intent to revoke a persanbperating privilege under p&b).

History: 1977 ¢. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1993 . 159 c. Theperson requesting the issuance of the certificate of title

i . . . fil idavit with th ing that th iti
342.12 Withholding certificate of title; bond. (1) No dﬁsee;nsgggivg.\gltmét.e department attesting that the condition

certificateof title shall beissued by the department until the-out
standingevidence of ownership is surrendered todepartment.

(2) If the department is not satisfied as to the ownershipeof
vehicleor that there are no undisclosed security interests in it ta? :

- . . .. shallforfeit not more than $1,000.

departmentsubject to sul{3), shall withhold issuance of a certifi ™ ;i\ " 673 ¢ 165.6.1977 c. 2651654 (7) ()1991 a. 30277 1993 a. 317
cateof title until the applicant presents documents reasonably syfo 1997 a. 199237 1999 a. 31109, 179, 185 2003 a. 1842009 a. 100 '
ficient to satisfy the department as to #pplicants ownership of
the vehicleand that there are no undisclosed security interests3#2.13 Lost, stolen or mutilated certificates. (1) If a
it. certificate of title is lost, stolen, mutilated, or destroyed, or

d. The department has no valid reason for not issuing a-certifi
cateof title other than the prohibitions under .[aj) or (b).

2. Any person providing: false dfdavit under subdl. c.
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becomesllegible, the owner or legal representative of the ownewnershall return the certificate to the department in accordance
namedin the certificate, as show_n by the records of the. depaniith s.342.34

ment, shall promptly make application for amday obtain @  (bm) No person may transfer a motor vehicle withdistlos
replacementupon furnishing information satisfactory to theng in writing to the transferemhether any of the information
department. The replacement certificate of title shall contain gpecifiedin 5.342.10 (3)is applicable to the vehicléNo transferor
notation,in a form determined by the department, identifytine)  shall knowingly give a false statement to a transferee in making
certificateasa replacement certificate that may be subject to thge disclosure. The department shall prescribe the manner in
rights of a person under the original certificate. _ which the written disclosure shall be made and retained.

(3) A person recovering an original certificate of title for () |f an ownettransfers his or her interest in a salvage vehicle,
which a replacement has been issued shall promptly surrévederihe owner shall at the time of the delivery of the vehiekecute
original certificate to the department. anassignment and warranty of title to the transferee in the space
o hictory: 1975 G, 2971977 ¢. 2%5.1654 (7) (2) 1991 a. 2391993 a. 4752003 prgvidedtherefor on the certificate, and cause the certificate to be

' mailedor delivered to the transferee.
342.14 Fees. The department shall be paid the followfags: (d) Notwithstanding s340.01 (42) any person who holds

(1) For filing an application for the first certificate of title, legaltitle of a vehicle with one anore other persons masfter
$53.00,by the owner of the vehicle. Junel, 1997, transfer ownership of the vehicle under this subsec

(1r) Uponfiling an application under sutl) or (3), an envi  tion if legal title to the vehicle is held in the names of such persons
ronmentalimpact fee of $9, by the person filing the applicatiorl the alternative, including vehicle held in a form designating
All moneys collected under this subsection shaléleposited in theholder by the words “(name of one person) or (name of other
the environmental fund for environmental management. ThRErson)”.
subsectiordoes not apply tan application for a certificate of titte  (2) Exceptas provided in s342.16 the transferee shall,
for a low-speed vehicle. promptly after delivery to him or her of the vehicle, execute the

(2) For the original notatiorand subsequent release of eacpplicationfor a new certificate of titlén the space provided on
security interest noted upon a certificafetitle, a single fee of thecertificate or as the department prescribes, and deliver or mail

$10, by the applicant. the certificate and application to the department. s#lvage
(3) For a certificate oftitle after a transfer$53.00, by the Vehiclepurchaser shall comply with 342.065 (1) (a)
ownerof the vehicle. (3) Exceptas provided in 842.16and adetween the parties,

(3m) Uponfiling an applicatiorunder sub(1) or (3), a sup atransfer by amwner is not ééctive until the provisions of this
plementatitle fee of $7.50 byhe owner of the vehicle, except thafectionhave been complied with. An owner who has delivered
this fee shall be waived with respect toapplication under sub. Possessiowf the vehicle to the transferee amab complied with
(3) for transfer of a decedesiinterest in a vehicle to his or her-surthe provisions of this section is not liable as owner for any-dam
viving spouse or domestic partnerder ch770. The fee speei ages thereafter resulting from operation of the vehicle.
fied under this subsection is in addition to any other fee specified(4) (a) If the vehicle being transferrésla motorcycle or an
in this section. This subsection does not applsin application automobileregistered under 841.27or a motor home or a motor

for a certificate of title for a low—speed vehicle. truck, dual purpose motor home or dual purpose farm truck which
(4) Foreach assignment of a security interest noted upon a dégsa grossveight of not more than 8,000 pounds or a farm truck
tificate of title, $1 by the assignee. which has a gross weight of not more than 12,000 pounds, the

ownershall remove the registration plates and retain and preserve
the vehicle. them for use on any other vehicle of the same type and gross

(7) Forprocessing applications for certificates of title Whicllfve'ghtWh'Ch may subsequently be registered in his or her name.

havea special handling request for fast service, a fee to be estah(P) If the vehicle being transferrésia vehicle registered under
lishedby rule which shall approximate the cost to the departmeh£41.26at a special fee and the new owner will not be entitled to

for providing this special handling servicegersons so request registerthe vehicle asuch fee, the transferor shall remove and
ing. destroythe plates.

(8) Forthe reinstatement of a certificate of title previously sus (C) In all other cases the transferor shall permit the ptates
pendedor revoked, $25, except that if the certificate of title anggmainattached to the vehicle being transferred, except that if the
registrationof a vehicle are suspended or revoked as a result of ¥§&icle has beefunked the transferor shall remove and destroy
sameoccurrence, payment of the fee undeB41.36 (1)shall theplates.
applyto the reinstatement of both the registration and certificate (5) Any owner of a vehicle for which a certificate of title has
of title. The fee under this subsection is in addition to any othaeenissued, who upon transfef the vehicle fails to execute and
fee specified in this section. delivertheassignment and warranty of title required by ).

History: 1975 c. 39297,422 1977 c. 2%s.1452 1654 (7) (8)1977 ¢. 4181979  may be required to forfeit not more than $500.
c.221, 1981 c. 201983 a. 271987 a. 10; 1989 a. 31137, 359 1991 a. 3091993 . : .
a.159 1995 a, 271997 a. 271999 a. 980; 2001 a. 162003 a. 332005 a. 252007 (5m) (a) Except as provided in pgb), any person who vio
a.20, 33, 2009 a. 28311 latessub (1) (bm)may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000.
Cross-reference: See also chlrans 196Wis. adm. code. (b) Any person whoviolates sub(1) (bm) with intent to

defraudmay be fined not more than $5,000.

(5) Fora replacement certificate of title, $20, e owner of

SUBCHAPTERII (6) (a) Except as provided in 842.16 any transferee of a
vehiclewho fails to makepplication for a new certificate of title
TRANSFER OF TITLE immediatelyupon transfer to him or her of a vehicle may be

requiredto forfeit not more than $200. ¢ertificate is considered
342.15 Transfer of interest in a vehicle. (1) (a) If an tohave been applied for whéme application accompanied by the
ownertransfers an interest in a vehicle, other than by the creatl§§luiredfee has been deliveredttee department or deposited in
of a security interest, the owner shall comply with the requirte mail properly addressed with postage prepaid.
mentsof s.342.155and, at the time of the delivery of the vehicle, (b) Except as provided in 342.16 any transferee ofeehicle
executean assignment and warranty of title to the transferee in tivbo with intent to defraud fails to make application for a new cer
spaceprovided therefoon the certificate, and cause the certificatéficate of title immediately upon transfer to him or her ofedicle
to be mailed or delivered to the transferee, except that if they be fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned for not more
vehiclebeing transferred is a junk vehicle or has been junked, then 30 days or both. A certificate is considered to have been
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appliedfor when the application accompaniedtbg required fee the information required undesub.(1) and rules of the depart
hasbeen delivered to thdepartment or deposited in the mail propment.
erly addressed with postage prepaid. (3) Thelessor shall retain and make available for inspection
(7) Any owner of a vehicle currently registered in this stateny mileage disclosure record requitecoe made by a lessee with
who fails to comply with the requirements of sy) may be respecto a leased motor vehicle.
requiredto forfeit not more than $200. (4) If a lessor transfers ownership of a leased motor vehicle
C_%ﬁ%éégzllg- 4217?11%2 ¢ 1122%3%397’ %%75382%58'51?391%2 %’2(61‘)9%%7; without obtaining possession of the vehicle from the lessee, the
349 1993 a. 63159 1995 a. 4211997 a. 271999 a. 980. lessormay, in making the mileage disclosure statement required
unders.342.155 indicate on the certificate of title or on a supple
342.155 Mileage disclosure requirements of transfer - mentalmileage disclosure statement approlkgdhe department,
ors and transferees. (1) (a) Unless exempted by rule of thethe mileage disclosed by the lessee under this section uhkess
department,no transferor mayransfer ownership of a motorlessorhas reason to believe that tlessees mileage disclosure
vehiclewithout disclosing the vehicle'mileage in writing to the doesnot reflect the actual mileage of the vehicle.
transfereeby specifying the odometer reading. The disclosure (5) Thedepartment shall promulgate rules to do all offte
shallstate either thahe reading is known to be actual mileage, Qpwing:

thatthe reading is not the actual mileage and should not be relied(a) Specify the information to be included in the lessegle-
upon, or thatthe reading reflects the mileage in excess of thgaisclosure to the lessor

designednechanical limit. (b) Establish the manner in which and the penbtdme for

(b) The mileage disclosure statement requireder par(a) ynich mileage disclosure recordmder this section shall be
shallbe made in the spaces provided on the certificate of title @tsinedand made available for inspection.

ona form or in an automated format authoribgdhe department. - . .
The transferee shaprint his or her name on the mileage discio, . (6) (&) Except as provided in pgb), any person who violates

surestatement, sign the statement and return a copy of the stémaS section may be requ.|red to fo_rfe|t n(_)t more _than $1,000.
mentto the transferorExcept as authorized by rule of the depart (b) Any person who violates this section with intent to defraud
ment,no person may sign a mileage disclosure statement as Bg@uilty of a Class H felony

the transferor and transferee in the same transaction. History: 1993 a. 1591997 a. 2832001 a. 109

(c) The department shall promulgate rules that do all dbthe 345 157  Motor vehicle salvage pools and auction  com-

lowing: ) _ _ panies to maintain records.  For each motovehicle sold by
1. Establish the form and manner of the mileage disclosugemotor vehicle salvage pool or aucti@ompany the motor
2. Identify which vehicles are exempt from the mileage dizehiclesalvage pool or auction company shall establishaaid

closure requirements under this subsection. tain a record of each sale, including the mileage disclosure of the
3. Prescribe the mileage disclosure requirements applicainsferorunder s342.155 Thedepartment shall specify by rule
to leasing companies and their lessees. theinformation that shall be included in such records and the man

4. Establish requirementelating to the creation, retention€rin which and the period gime for which the records shall be

and inspection of mileage disclosure records of persons wHntained.
acquireor consign motor vehicles for resale or lease, includingHistory: 1993a.159

motorvehlcle_ salvage pools and auction dealers. %42.16 Transfer to or from dealer . (1) (a) Except as pro
5. Establish the form content and format and procedures {gfieqin par (c), if a dealer acquires a new or used vehicle that is
any power of attorney disclosing a vehislenileage fopurposes ot 4 salvage vehicle and holds it for resaleaauires a salvage

of this section. _ _ _ _ vehicle that is currently titled as a salvage vehicle and hdidis it
6. Identify and define terms relatingttee mileage disclosure resaleor accepts a vehicfer sale on consignment, the dealer may
requirement. not submit to the department the certificate of title or application

(2) No transferor may knowingly make a false statemenfor certificate of title naming the dealer as ownéthe vehicle.
including providing an odometer reading that ifeliént from the Upon transferring the vehicle to anothparsonthe dealer shall
actualreading on the odometén disclosing the vehicle’mileage immediately give the transferee on a form prescribed by the
to a transferee under this section. department receipt for all title, registration, security interest and

(3) No transferee, nor any other person, may akesise or Salestax moneys paid to the dealer for transmittal to the depart
obliterateany information, inciuding the mileage disclosure,-corment when required. The dealer shallomptly execute the
tainedon any mileage disclosure statement. assignmenand warranty of title, showing the name and address

(4) (a) Except as provided in pb), any person who violates of the transferee and of any secured party holding a security inter
this section may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000. estcreated or reserved at the time of the resale or sale on consign

(b) Any person who violates this section with intent to defraL%ent,in the spaces provided therefor on the certificate or as the

may be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned for not mo > >
than? years and 6 months or both is guilty of Class H felony of transfer the dealer shall process the application for certificate

History: 1993 a. 1591997 a. 27283 2001 a. 109 of title, and within the next business day after procestieg
Cross—reference: See also chirans 154Wis. adm. code. application the dealer shall mail or delivéire original application
for certificate and all associated materials required by the depart
342.156 Transfers of leased motor vehicles. (1) Priorto mentto the departmentA nonresident who purchases a motor
transferringownership of any leased moteehicle, the lessor vehiclefrom a dealer in this state may not, unless otherwise-autho
shall notify in writing the lessee of the vehicle that the lesseeliged by rule of the department, appligr a certificate of title
requiredto provide the lessor with a written disclosure specifyinigsuedfor the vehicle in this state unless the dealer determines that
the leased vehicle’ mileage. The written notification shallatitle is necessary tprotect the interests of a secured pafitiie
includethemileage disclosure requirements applicable to the ledealeris responsible for determining whether a title and perfection
seeunder49 CFR 580.and rules of the department andplemal  of security interest is required. The dealer is liable for any- dam
tiesfor failure to comply with those requirements. agesincurred by the department or any secured party for the deal
(2) Upon termination of the lease after writtewtification er’s failure to perfect a security interest which the deated
from the lessor under sulfl), the lessee shall disclose theknowledgeof at the time of sale.
vehicle’'smileage in writing to the lessoirhe mileage disclosure  (am) 1. Except as provided in sutad. a motor vehicle dealer
recordunder this section shall be signed byldssee and include asdefined in s218.0101 (23)who processes an application for

partmenprescribes. \thin 7 business days following the sale
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transferof title and registration as provided in @) shall utilize legally effect such transfeand an application for a new certificate
an electronicprocess prescribed by the department under thisthe form the department prescribes.
paragraptor provided for under s841.20and341.21 (2) If the interest of the ownds terminated or the vehicle is

2. The department maypy rule, exempt a motor vehiclesoldunder a security agreemesyt a secured party named in the
dealerfrom the requirements of this paragraph. A motor vehictertificateof title, the transferee shall promptly mail or delit@r
dealerwho is exempted shall pay a fee to the department to ptbe department the last certificate of title, an application for a new
cessapplications for transfer of title and registration that are sugertificatein theform the department prescribes, and a statement

mitted to the department by the exempted dealer madeby or on behalf of the secured party that the vehicle was
3. The department shaifomulgate rules to implement and'eéPossesseand that thénterest of the owner was lawfully termi
administerthis paragraph. natedor sold pursuant to the terms of the security agreement.
Cross—reference: See also chTrans 141 Wis. adm. code. (3) A person holding a certificate of title whose interest in the

(b) A dealer who assists a transferee inrégistration of a vehiclehas been extinguished twansferred other than by volun
vehicleas provided in pata) and s341.25 (3)shall not be liable tary transfer shall mail or deliver the certi_ficate to the dep_a_rtment
for damages caused by operatimfnthe vehicle at a weight in uponrequest of thelepartment. The delivery of the certificate
excesof the manufacturés maximum gross weight rating.  pursuanto the request of the department does rfettefhe rights

(c) Except when all available spaces for a déstarwholesal of the person surrendering the certificate, and the action of the
er's reassignment on a certificate of title have been completedd§Partmentn issuing a new certificate of title as provided herein
asotherwise authorized by rules of the department, a dealerPOt conclusive upon the rights of an owner or secured party
wholesalemwho acquires a new or used vehicle that is not a salvaljnedin the old certificate. ,
vehicleand holds it for resale, or acquiresavage vehicle that _ (4) (a) In all cases dhe transfer of a vehicle owned by a dece
is currently titled as a salvage vehicle and holds it for resale @nt.except under pafb), ward, trustee or bankrupt, the depart
acceptsa vehicle for sale on consignment may not apply for-a c&pent shall accept as $iafent evidence of the transfer of owner
tificate of title naming the dealer or wholesaler as owner of tffiPthe following: .
vehicle. The rules may regulate the frequency of application bK 1. Evidence satisfactory to tliepartment of the issuance of
adealer owholesaler for transfer of registration or credits for reghe letters testamentary or other letters authorizing the administra
istration from a previously registered vehicle to another vehiclion of an estate, letters of guardianship, or letters of trust, or of the
thatthe dealer or wholesaler intends to register irohiser own appointmenbf the trustee in bankruptcy;
name. 2. The title executed by thgersonal representative, guardian,

(d) Unless exempted byle of the department, a dealer oPr trustee; and
wholesalemwho acquires a new or used vehicle that is not a salvage 3. The evidence concerning payment of sales or use taxes
vehicleand holds it for resale or acquiresavage vehicle cur requiredby s.77.61 (1)or evidence that the transfer is exempt
rently titled as a salvage vehicle and holds it for resale shall mdkem such taxes.
applicationfor a certificate of title naming ttaealer or wholesaler  (b) 1. The department shall transfer the deceslémterest in
asowner of the vehicle when all of the available spacesd@ah  any vehicle to his or her surviving spouse or domestic partner
er's or wholesales reassignment on the certificate of title for suchnderch. 770 upon receipt of the title executést the surviving
vehiclehave been completed. spouseor domestic partner and statement by the spouse or

(1g) No transferee who, for the purpose of resale, acceptsl@mesticpartner which shall state:
motor vehicle on consignment acquires ownership of a motor  a. The date of death of the decedent;

vehicle may accept any mileage disclosuegjuired under s. b. The approximate value and description of the vehéaid;

342.1550r rules of the department if the mileage disclosure has c. That the spouse or domestic partner is personally liable

beenaltered or is incomplete. _ the decedens debts and chges to the extent of thalue of the
(1r) No motor vehicle dealer or motor vehicle salespersajehicle,subject to s859.25

may transfer a motor vehicle withodtsclosing in writing to the ; ;

transfereavhether any of thinformation specified in $8342.10 ; I'El'he tr?nsfer Shg” dnptfattt)ﬁa ntyhlllens upon I:h.e \lfehtlcf't

(3) is applicable to the vehicle. No motor vehicle dealer or motgr > Xcept as provided In SUbtl, this paragraph IS limitec to

vehicle salesperson maknowingly give a false statement to aho more than 5 vehicles titled in this state that are less than 20

transferedn making the disclosure. The department shak prgearsold at the time of the transfer under this paragraph. There

. 5 : ; : I I5 no limit on transfer under this paragraph of vehicles titled in this
:ﬁ:’ﬁggﬁ] ggjanner in which the writien disclosure shal € statethat are 20 or more years old at the timgaisfer under this

N~ . paragraph.
(2) Everydealer shall maintain fd years a record in the form 4. The limit in subd3. does not apply if the surviving spouse
the department prescribes of every vehicle bought, sold 8F domestic partner is proceeding unde8&7.03 (1g)and the
exchangedor received for sale @xchange, which shall be ope

h i ; OPEMHtial value of the decedentproperty subject to administration in
to inspection by a representative of the department or a pdace (I)ﬁe state, including the vehicles transferred underghisgraph
cerduring reasonable business hours. ' ’

. ) doesnot exceed $50,000.
(3) Exceptas provided in sul§4), any dealer who fails to com

) X . . X (c) Uponcompliance with this subsection neither the secretary
ply with this section may be required to forfeit not more than $20Q,/1ne department shall bear any liability or responsibilityter

(4) (a) Exceptas provided in pafb), any dealer who violates transferof such vehicles in accordance with this section.
sub.(1r) may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000. (d) This subsection does not apply to transfer of interest in a
(b) Any dealer who violates sufir) with intent todefraud vehicleunder s342.15 (1) (d)

may be fined not more than $5,000. History: 1971 c. 164.82; 1973 c. 40243 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)(c); 1977
History: 1973 c. 2181975 c. 121286, 351, 421; 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1977  C.2731985 a. 1411991 a. 125239, 1995 a. 338421; 1997 a. 271999 a. 942001

c.273 418 1981 c. 150151, 391; 1985 a. 29202, 332 1987 a. 100349, 1989a.  &.102 2005 a. 2162009 a. 28

31; 1991 a. 2391993 a. 63159 1999 a. 92005 a. 252009 a. 180

342.18 When department to issue a new certificate.
342.17 Involuntary transfers. (1) If the interest of an (1) Thedepartment, upon receipt of a properly assigned certifi
ownerin a vehicle passes to another other thamoluntary trans cate of title, with an application for a new certificate of title, the
fer, the transferee shall, except as providesub.(2), promptly requiredfee and any other transf@gocuments required by lawo
mail or deliverto the department the last certificate of title, iSupportthe transfershall issue a new certificate of title in the
available, and the documents required by the department ttameof the transferee as owner
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(2) The department, upon receipt of an application for a new (3) An unperfected security interest is subordinate to the
certificateof title by a transferee other than by voluntary transferights of persons described in €€9.317and409.323

with proof of the transferthe required fee and any other docu  (4) Therules of priority stated in 409.322 the other sections
mentsrequired by lawshall issue a new certificate of title in thehereinreferredto, and subchlll of ch. 409shall, to the extent
nameof the transferee as ownelf the transfer constituted aer appropriateapply to conflicting security interests in a vehicle of
minationof the ownets interest or a sale under a security agreg type for which a certificate of title iequired. A security interest

mentby a secured party named in the certificateer s342.17 e rfectedunder this section is a security interest perfected-other
(2), the new certificate shall be issued free of the names a‘%éethan by filing for purposes of subdH. of ch. 409

addressesf the secured party who terminated the ovenietterest (5) The rules stated in subch of ch. 409goveming the

and of all secured parties subordinate unde842.19to such . hts and duti & d parti d debt d th .

securedparty If the outstanding certificate of title is not delivered'9 tss?n lé'eekf ct) ?Cg.re p_<t':_1r |esfan h'el obrs an e(;equnre

to it, the department shall make demand therefor from the hold&gntsior, an Ct o1, diSposition of a vehicle Dy a secured party
upondefault shall, to the extent appropriate, govern the rights of

of such certificate. . . o .
3) Thed ¢ t shall retain for 5 d of securedparties and owners with respects@curity interests in
(3) Thedepartment shall retain for 5 years a record o eve\%hiclesperfected under this chapter

surrendered certificate of titléhe record to be maintained so as L . N
0 (6) If a vehicle issubject to a security interest when brought

to permit the tracing of title of the vehicle designated therein. . . ; s
P 9 g into this state, $109.316states the rules which apply to determine

(4) Under each of the following circumstances aqntye o . B AR
- s . ._thevalidity and perfection of the security interest in this state.
departmenshall issue a certificate of title for a transferred vehlcfQHiSwry: 1973 0. 365,79, 1975 c. 286422 1977 ¢. 25,1654 (7) (2)1999 .

without requiring registration of the vehicle: 179 2001 a, 102009 a. 28
(@) Whenever application therefaiccompanied by the Ch.342, not ch. 409, governs the perfection of security interests in westioles,
required fee is made by a finance company licensed under g the creation of security interesssgoverned by ch. 409. Milwaukee Mack Sales
X First Wisconsin National Banlg3 Ws. 2d 589287 N.W2d 708(1980).
138.090r218.0101t0218.0163 a bank qganized under the laws " Registratiorof goods under commercial law is conceptually distinct from registra
of this state, or a national bank located in this state, and the vehigteof vehicles under vehicle registration laws. For a security interest perfected in

i i i i i Jsne anotherstate to become unperfected, the requirerokfregistration” in s. 409.103
In question is a used vehicle for which the department d (2) (b) requires both registration and issuance of a certificate of title. Dubéneral

acertificate of title to the previouswner or a vehicle previously yotors Acceptance Corp. 2000 Wi App 20888 Wis. 2d 608 618 N.W2d 266
registeredn another jurisdiction or is a recreational vehicle. 99-2638

(b) Whenever application therefor accompanied by the o
requiredfee is made by any other person andvtigicle in ques 342.195 Notification  of person who has perfected
tion is a vehicle for which the department had issaeettificate  Security interest. Upon request of a person who has perfected
of title to the previous owner or is a vehicle previously register@dsecurity interest under32.19 as showrby the records of the
in another jurisdiction or is a recreational vehimtel the depart departmentin a vehicle titled in this state, whenever the depart
mentis satisfied that the present owner has not operated or caigntreceives information from another state that the velcle
sentedto theoperation of the vehicle since it was transferred feeingtitled in the other state and the information does not show
thatowner and that he or she understands that the certificate of thiat thesecurityinterest has been satisfied, the department shall
merely is evidence of ownership of the vehicle and does not-authotify the person. The persshall pay the department a $2 fee
rize operation of the vehicle on the highways of this state. ~ for each notification.

(c) Whenever application therefaaccompanied by the History: 1983 a. 1551985 a. 202
requiredfee is made by a dealer or wholesalezdmply with the

requirementsf s.342.16 (1) (d) 342.20 Duties on creation of security interest. If an
History: 1973 c. 165.6; 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1977 c. 2731989 a. 311993 OWNercreates a security interest in a vehicle, unless the name and
a.159 1999 a. 931, 186 addres®f the secured party alreadycontained on the certificate

_ o of title for the vehicle:
342.19 Perfection of security interests. (1) Unless (1) The owner shall immediatelgxecute, in the space pro
exceptedvy s.342.02 a security interest in a vehicle of a type foy;ijed therefor on the certificate of title or arseparate form or in
which a certificate of title is required is not valid against creditotg, 5 tomatedormat prescribed by the department, an application
of the owner or subsequent transferees or secured parties OESH me the secured party on the certificate, shothiagame and
vehicleunless perfected as provided in this chapter _ addresof the secured partand cause the certificate, application
(2) (a) Except as provided in suf2m), a security interest is andthe required fee to be delivered to the secured.party

perfectedn one of the following ways: (2) Thesecured party shall immediately cause the certificate,
1. If the secured party is andividual or a person exemptedapplication,and the required fee to be mailed or delivered to the
by rule under s342.245 (3) by the delivery to the departmesft  gepartmentexcept thaif the secured party is not an individual or
the existing certificate of title, if anyan application for a certifi aperson exempted by rule undeB42.245 (3)the secured party
cateof title containing the name and address of the secured pagiys|| follow the procedure specified in $42.19 (2) (a) 2and
andthe required fee. 342.245(1) and(2).
2. Except as provided in 842.245(3), if the secured party 3y yponreceipt of the certificatef title, application, and the
is not an individual, by the filing of a security interest statemepiqyiredfee, or upon receipt of the security interest statement and
containingthe name and address of the secured parig pay oquiredfee if the secured party has utilized the process specified
mentof the required fee, in the manner specified B42.245 (1) j, 5 342.245 (1) the department shall issue to the owneea
_(b) Asecurity interest is perfected as of the later of the fellowertificate containing thename and address of the new secured
Ing: party. The department shall deliver to such new secured party and
1. The timeof delivery to the department of the certificate ofo the register of deeds of the county of the ovenersidence,
title if perfection occurs under pda) 1.or of the application if memorandain such form as the department prescrieegjene
perfectionoccurs under pafa) 2. ing the notation of the security interest uptbe certificate; and
2. The time of the attachment of the security interest.  thereafter,upon any assignment, termination or release of the
(2m) If a secured party whose name and address is contaifi@gurityinterest, additional memoranda evidencing such action.
on the certificate of title for a vehickecquires a new or additional  (4) Theregisters of deeds may record, and maintain a file of,
securityinterest inthe vehicle, such security interest is perfecteall memoranda received from the department under(3ubSuch
atthe time of its attachment unde4€9.203 recording, however is not required for perfection, release or
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assignmenbf security interests, which shall beesfive upon 342.23 Secured party’s and owner 's duties. (1) A
compliancewith ss.342.19 (2) 342.21and342.22 (1)and(2). securedparty named in a certificate of title shall, upon written
History: 1975 c. 2861977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1981 c. 201985 a. 202.37,1993  requesbf the owner or of another securgalty named on the cer
a.301 1995 a. 3351997 a. 272009 a. 28 tificate, disclose anyertinent information as to the pagygecu
rity agreement and the indebtedness secured by it.
(2) (&) An owner shall promptly deliver the owrgecertifi-
cateof title to any secured party who is named on it or who has a
security interest in the vehicle described inuibder any other

342.21 Assignment of security interest. (1) Except as
otherwiseprovided in s409.308 (5)a securegarty may assign,
absolutelyor otherwise, the partysecurity interest in the vehicle

to a person other than the owner withodéeting the interest of . . . . )
&ppllcablepnor law of this state, upon receipt of a notice from

the owner or the validity of the security interest, but any pers E o . .
without notice of the assignment is protected in dealing with tié'Ch secured party that the security interest is to be assigned,

securedparty as the holder of the security interest and the secu é‘&e”demr perfected. . n
party remains liable for any obligations as a secured party until the(?) No secured party may take possession of any certificate of

assigneds named as secured party on the certificate. title except as provided in pga). Any person who violates this

(2) Subjectto 5.409.308 (5)the assignee may but need rlcnparagraphnay be required to forfeit not more than $1,000.

to perfectthe assignment, have the certificate of title endorsed or (3) Any secured party who fails to disclose information-pur

issuedwith the assignee named as secured papiyn delivering suantto sub.(1) shall be liable for any loss caused to owner

to the department the certificate aaniassignment by the secured€"eby- , . . _

party named in the certificate in the form the department pre (4) Any owner who fails to deliver theertificate of title to a

scribes. secured party requesting it pursutmsub.(2) (a)shall be liable
History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1991 a. 3162001 a. 10 to such secured party for any loss caused to the secured party

therebyand may be required to forfeit not more than $200.

342.22 Release of security interest. (1) Within one History: 1971 c. 2781991 a. 3161993 a. 159

monthor within 10 days following written demary the debtor ) ) )

after there isno outstanding obligation and no commitment t§42.24 Method of perfecting exclusive. ~ Subject to s.

makeadvancesincur obligations or otherwise give value, securei09.-311(4), the method provided in this chapter of perfecting and

by the security interest in a vehicle under any secagtgement 9iving notice of security interests subject to this chapter is exclu

betweenthe owner and the secured pathe secured parshall  Sive. Security interests subjedd this chapter are hereby

do one of the following: exemptedrom the provisions of law which otherwise require
(a) If the secured party is an individual or a person exemptﬁetéate to the filing of instruments creating or evidencing security
nterests.

by rule under s342.245 (3) execute and deliver to the ownas SN
. L. . jstory: 2001 a. 10

the department prescrlbes, a release of the security 'nter,eSt int tor vehicle law provisions relating to security do not apply to a mdiilee
form and manner prescribed by the department and a notice tottkgas become a fixture. Geerv Commercial Credit Corpi40 F2d 551(1971).
ownerstating in no less than 10—point boldfagpe the ownés
obligationundersub.(2). If the secured party fails to execute an842.245 Electronic processing of certain applications.
deliverthe release ambtice of the ownés obligation as required (1) Exceptas provided in sul(3), a secured party shall file a
by this paragraph, theecured party is liable to the owner for $25ecurityinterest statement and pay the tegler s342.19 (2) (a)
andfor any loss caused to the owner by the failure. 2. and deliver a release of a security interest und&4x22 (1)

(b) If the secured party is not described in fm)r deliver to  (b) utilizing an electronic process prescribed by the department
the department a release of the security interest in the manHBfersub.(4).
specifiedin 5.342.245 (1)and deliver to the owner a notice stating (2) Uponreceipt of a certificate of title as provided i342.20

thatthe release has been provided to the department. (1), a person required to file_g securit;_terest statement under
(2) An owner other than a dealer holding the vehicle fopub.(1) shall destroy the certificate of title.
resaleupon receipt of the release and notice of obligafiliv- (3) Thedepartment mayy rule, exempt a person or a type of

eredunder sub(1) (a) shall promptly cause the certificate andransactiorfrom therequirements of sulfl). Any person who is
releaseto be mailed or delivered to the department, which sh&kemptedunderthis subsection shall pay a fee to the department
releasahe secured partyrights on the certificate and issue a nef@r processing applications submitted by the person uader
certificate. Upon receipbf the notice under sufl) (b), the owner 342.19(2) (a) 1.and releases submitted unde342.22 utilizing
may, in the formand manner prescribed by the department addorocess other than an electronic process.
without additional fee, deliver aapplication and the certificate of  (4) The department shall promulgate rules to implensmt
title to thedepartment and the department shall issue a new-certifiiministerthis section.
cateof title free of the security interest notation. History: 2009 a. 28

(3) The department mayemove information pertaining to a Cosseference: See also cfifrans 148Wis. adm. code.
securityinterest perfected under342.19from its computerized

recordswhen the following applicablgeriod of time after the s .
original perfection has elapsed unless #ecurity interest is (1) Thedepartment shall suspend or revoke a certificate of title

renewedn the same manner as provided i842.19 (2)for per if it finds any Of, t.he foIIovylng:
fection of a security interest: (a) The certificate of title was fraudulently procured, errone

ously issued or prohibited by law
(b) The vehicle has been scrapped, dismantled or destroyed.

(c) A transfer of title is set aside by a court of record by order
or judgment.

(d) The vehicles odometer has been subjected to tampering

342.25 Suspension or revocation of certificate.

(a) For arecreational vehicle, 20 years.
(b) For a truck tractoB years.
(c) For any other vehicle, 10 years.

(4) Removalof information pertaining to a securiigterest

from the rgcords of the department under £8pdoes not déct ndreturn of the certificate of title to the departmertassidered
any security agreement between the owner of a vehicle and

hoiderof security interest in the vehicle. essaryo make a notation a@hat information on the certificate.

History: 1977 ¢. 28,1654 (7) (2)1977 c. 217447, 1985 a. 2021997 a. 271999 (2) Suspensiomr revocation of a certificate of title does not,
a.9;2009 a. 28 in itself, afect the validity of a security interest noted on it.

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/342.19(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/342.21
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/342.22(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/342.22(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/286
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201654
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/20
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/202
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/202,%20s.%2037
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/301
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/301
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1995/338
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/27
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2009/28
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/409.308(5)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/409.308(5)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201654
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/316
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2001/10
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/342.245(3)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/342.22(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/342.22(1)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/342.245(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/342.22(1)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/342.22(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/342.19
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/342.19(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/342.22(3)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201654
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/217
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/447
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/202
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/27
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1999/9
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1999/9
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2009/28
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/342.23(2)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/342.23(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/342.23(2)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/278
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/316
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/159
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/409.311(4)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2001/10
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/440%20F.2d%20551
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/342.245(3)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/342.19(2)(a)2.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/342.19(2)(a)2.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/342.22(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/342.22(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/342.245(4)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/342.20(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/342.20(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/342.245(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/342.245(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/342.19(2)(a)1.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2009/342.22
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2009/28
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/ch.%20Trans%20148

342.25 VEHICLE TITLE AND ANTI-THEFT LAW Updated 09-10Wis. Stats. Database 10

(3) Whenthedepartment suspends or revokes a certificate of (b) 1. Any owner of a vehicle for which the department has
title, the owner or person in possession of it shall, immediatégsueda new identification number who fails to have snoamber
upon receiving notice of the suspension or revocation, wril attached or stamped as requiredsbly.(2) may be required to fer

deliverthe certificate to the department. feit not more than $200.
(4) Thedepartment may seize and impound any certificate of 2. Any owner of a vehicle fowvhich the department has issued
title which has been suspended or revoked. a new identification number who with intent to defraud fails to
History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1993 a. 159 havesuch number attached stamped as required by s(®) may

22288 lati ¢ it istrati Thed " berequired to forfeit not more than $1,000.
' ancellaton or utle or registration. edepa (4) (a) If alaw enforcement agency finds a vehicle or part of
mentshall cancel a t_ltle_or reglstratlon whenever: . avehicle on which the identification number has been removed,
(1) A transfer of title is set aside by the court by order or-judgjteredor obliterated or made impossible to read, the law enforce

ment; or o mentagency may seize the vehicle or part of a vehitlie iden
(2) Fraudon the department is discovered by the departmetification number cannot be identified, the seized vehicle or
or vehiclepart is presumed tioe contraband. Except as provided in

(3) It is subsequently discovered that the issuangmsses par. (d), if the identification number can be identified, the agency
sionof a title or registration is prohibited by law or that the odomenay return the vehicle to the owneExceptas provided in pafb),
ter of a vehicle fowhich a certificate of title has been issued bthe district attorney shalhstitute forfeiture proceedings under s.
the department has been subjectethropering and return of the 973.076regardingany vehicle or vehicle part that is seized under
certificate of title to the department isonsidered necessary tothis paragraph and not returned to the owner
makea notation of that information on the certificate. (b) If the district attorney brings a criminattion arising out

History: 1977 c. 2%5.1654 (7) (&) 1993 a. 159 of the seizurainder par(a), the district attorney shall not institute

342.26 Hearings and appeal. Any person aggrieved by an](;orfelture proceedings under 973.076before there is a final

actor omission of the department under this chapter is entitleole,termlnatlorln the criminal action. . . . .
uponrequest, to &earing and judicial review thereof in accord,. (¢) Paragrapiia) does not apply to the obliteration of an identi
ancewith ch.227. Contested cases shall be hesd decided by fication number that occurs in the process of crushing a vehicle or
the division of hearings and appeals. vehiclepart for scrap.
History: 1977 c. 2955.1454 1654 (7) (2)1981 c. 347%.80 (2) 1993 a. 16 (d) If the identification number of a motorcycle or part of a
motorcycleseized under pgia) can badentified and if no forfei
ture proceeding is commenced undeB®83.076within 30 days

SUBCHAPTERIII afterthe seizure of thproperty the custodian of the seized prop
erty shall immediately return theeized property to the owner
ANTI-THEFT AND ANTI-FRAUD PROVISIONS namedin the certificate of title or registration. If a motorcycle or

partof a motorcycle is not returned to the owner named ioghe

342.30 Identification numbers. (10) In this section, tificate of title or registratioras required in this paragraph, and if
“owner” includes the lessee of a vehicle if the vehicle is registeréde ownerof the property commences a replevin action to recover
or required to be registered, by the lessee unde34h. possessiowf the propertyand if the judge finds that tieeistodian
(1g) No person may remove, alter or obliteraterdgention of the propertyunreasonably retained the property after 30 days
ally make it impossible to read, as required under(&)ban iden afterthe seizure, theourt shall award the owner the costs and rea

tification number This subsection doemt apply to the oblitera soHna:bIe_atlt;rfe)g;‘egislncijzrr?g;?n tgg ;‘Zsple;"n _al%ggn' Jop1987
tion of an identification number which occurs in the Process Qs 0e1 & sasicon s oo15 097 o 278 300 265 1900 2 o0 1o 3001

crushinga vehicle or vehicle part for scrap. a.109
Cross—reference: See also chlrans 155Wis. adm. code. Thetime limits in s. 973.076 aieapplicable to forfeitures of vehicles seized under
(1m) Whenthe department is satisfies to the ownership of E*(‘:'ts SAFC“Ofég%;‘gé () (p) controls. Statdiot, 203 Ws. 2 93 551 N.W2d 850
avehicle subject to registration whitlas not been numbered by Pp:

the manufacturer or on which the original number has begn, 31 Report of stolen or abandoned motor  vehicles
removed,obliterated or altered or on which the original castingl) Each sherffand police department in the state shall imhedi

hasbeen replaced or on which a new identification nuniber et :
X . ately report to the department of justice each motor vehicle
requiredunder s342.06 (1Xf), the department shall assign a ”e"i’epgrtec?stolen or recov%red within ith jurisdiction.

|der12t|f|cEat|onnumber f%r 3a_ch il.mh vghlcle_. identificati (2) An owner of a garage or trailer park or of any type of stor

( t)) xce_pta?j Ero"r'] ed in this su sectlolr%tlarrl |bent| Icatiog yeor parking lot for motor vehicles shall report to the local law
numberassigned by the department to a vehstiall be perma  onqrcemenagency the make, motor number and serial or identi
nently affixed to a locatioron the vehicle that is readily visible fication number ofany vehicle stored, parked or left in the ovisier
when observed from outside theehicle, as specified by the g5 546 nark or lot for gperiod of more than 30 consecutive days
departmeniby rule. Identification numbers assigned for cyclegjessarrangements have been madeHgyowner of the vehicle
shallbe stampedn the left side, near the top of the engine castiigy jis continuous storage or parking or unlessdieer of the
justbelow thecylinder barrel. Such stamping ofigihg shall be

bt O vehicleis personally knowio the owner of the garage, park or lot.
doneunder the supervision of a dealdistributor or manufacturer Ap. nerson who fails to submit such report may be required-o for
registeredinder s341.51or under the supervision of a peadé of feit not more than $25
cer. The person supervising the stamping @ixialg shall make g0y 1971 ¢. 2781973 c. 1691991 a. 316

a report thereof to the department.

(2m) (a) Atrafiic officer or person authorized to enforce non342.32 Counterfeiting and unlawful possession of cer -
movingtraffic violations may use reasonable means to gain acc@figate of title. (1) No person may counterfeit, possesa),
to a vehicle if that vehicle’identification number cannot be reacbffer for sale or supply a fged, fictitious, counterfeit, stolen or
asrequired under sulf2). fraudulentlyor unlawfully obtained certificate of title or registra

(b) Any person acting under péa) is immune from civil and tion, manufacturés document obrigin, instrument or other dec
criminal liability for good faith actions taken withithe scope of umentthatis or may be used as evidence of ownership, the transfer

that person$ official duties. of ownership or the mileage disclosure of a motor vehicle.
(3) (a) Any person who violates sufd.g) is guilty of a Class (2) Unlessauthorized by theepartment, no person may pos
H felony. sesssell, ofer for sale or supply any blank certificates of tafe
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registrationmanufacturers’ documents ofigin, instruments or of the propertyowner for more than 48 hours in cities of the 1st
otherdocuments that may be used as evidence of owneasshigclassand, in other cities, villages and towns, a period set by the

registrationof a motor vehicle. governingbody thereof, the vehicle is deemed abandoned and
(3) Whoeverviolates sub(1) or (2) is guilty of a Class H fel ~constitutesa public nuisance. A motor vehicle shall not be censid
ony. eredan abandoned motor vehicle when it is out of ordinary public
History: 1993 a. 1591997 a. 2832001 a. 109 view, or when designated as not abandoned byly authorized

. ) municipalor county dficial pursuant to municipal or county ordi
342.33 Sale of vehicle used as taxicab. No person shall nance.

sell or exchange, authorize or direct tsale or exchange of, or () Any vehicle inviolation of this section shall be impounded
offer for sale or exchange amyotor vehicle which the person | jawfully claimed or disposedf under sub(3) except that if
knows hasbeen used as a taxicab or for public transportatinis geemed by a duly authorized municipal or county representa
unlessthe certificate of title for such vehicle has been stamped fye that the cost afowing and storage chges for the impound

the department with the words “This motor vehicle has previousifentwould exceed the value of the vehicle, the vehicle may be
beenused as a taxicab or for public transportation” and unlesskedor sold by the municipality or county prior to expiration of
suchcertificate of title is exhibited by the vendor to the vend eimpoundment period upon determination by the chigiotite
beforethe sale of such vehicle is consummated. Any person Whdsherif havingjurisdiction that the vehicle is not stolen or other

violates this section may be required to forfeit not more thaRjise wanted for evidence or othezason. All substantially com

$1,000. pletevehiclesin excess of 19 model years of age shall be disposed
History: 1973 c. 2181977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1977 c. 273 of in accordance with sug) (c).

342.34 Department to be notified of destruction or ~ (3) Any municipality or county may enact ordinances govern
junking of vehicle. (1) Any person owning or possessing dng the removal and disposal of abandoned vehiclesexweipt
junk vehicle shall, within 10 days after determining ttia¢ for abandoned vehicles that have been stolen, provide a forfeiture

vehicleis a junk vehicle do all of the following: in addition to providing for the recovery by the municipality or
(a) Notify the department of the junk condition of the vehiclé&0Unty of the cost of impounding and disposing of the vehicle.
(b) Return the certificate of title to the department. (2) Any municipal or university police Bfer, police oficer

pointedunder s.16.84 (2) sherif’s deputy county trafic
trolman,state trdic officer or conservation warden who dis
versany motor vehicle, trailesemitrailey or mobile home on
public highway or private or public property which has been
abandonedshall cause the vehicle to be removed tugable
eof impoundment. Upon removal of tkehicle the dfcer
arden shall notify the shefribr chief of police of the abandon
entand of the location of thenpounded vehicle. Upon causing
eremoval of the motor vehicle by a towing service, dfficer

(c) If the vehicle is a motorcycle or an automobile register
unders.341.27or a motor home or a motor truck, dual purpos
motor home or dual purpose farm truck which has a gross wei
of not more than 8,000 pounds or a farm truck which tgess
weight of not more than 12,000 pounds, the owner skeatiove
theregistration plates and retain and preserve them for use on
othervehicle of thesame type which may subsequently be regi
teredin his or her name. If the vehicle is not a motorcycle or
automobileregistered undes.341.27 or a motor home or a motor warden shall, within 24 hours of ordering the removal, notify

truck, dual purpose motor home or dual purpose farm truck whi etowing service of theame and last-known address of the reg

hasa grosawveight of not more than 8,000 pounds or a farm tru . :
which has a gross weight abt more than 12,000 pounds, he 0tstered_own_er and all lienholders mé_C(_)rd _of the vehicle, unless
she shall remove and destroy the plates he officer is employed by a municipality or county thes
. o hicle wih enteredinto a towing services agreement which requires the
(2) Any person owning or possessing a vehicle wiiels nicipality or county to provide notice to such owner and-lien
beenjunked or destroyedhall, within 10 days after the destruc ;
. NEY A holdersof the towing.
tion or junking occurred do all of the following: .
Notifv the d . t of the destructi unki (b) The owner of any abandoned vehielecept a stolen
(@) Notify the department of the destruction or junking.  epjcle is responsible for the abandonment and all costs of
(b) Return the certificate of title to the department. impoundingand disposing of the vehicle. Costs not recovered
(c) Remove antélther retain or destroy the registration platefom the sale of the vehicle may be recovered in a civil action by
for the vehicle as provided in sufi) (c). the municipality against the owneWhether or not theunicipat
(3) No certificate of title may be issued for a junk vehicle dity recovers the cost of towing and enforcement, the municipality
for a vehicle which has been junked or destroyed. shallbe responsible to the towing service for requisitional towing
(3m) In determining whether a vehicle meets the definigibn Serviceand reasonable clygs for impoundment.
ajunk vehicle for purposes of this section 0842.15 (1) (a)the (c) Any vehicle which is deemed abandoned by a duly autho
departmentmay promulgate rules specifyitige conditions under rized municipal or county representative and not disposed of
which a vehicle shall be considered incapable of operatios@r undersub.(2) shall be retained in storage for a minimum period

upona highway of 10 days after certified mail notice has bsent to the owner and
(4) (a) Any person violating sulf1) or (2) may be required lienholdersof record to permit reclamation dfe vehicle after
to forfeit not more than $200. paymentof accrued chaes. Such noticghall set forth the year

. ; make,model, and serial number of the abandoned motor vehicle,
(2)(21)&1;\ E)é ?g;i??egv?g fvc\)nrtfr;i[[nrtl%?tnt]%rdee:‘tr%l#d$v1|(,)cl)%tgs ahor the place Wherg the vehicle is bging held, and.shall inform the
History: 1971 c. 2781977 c. 29,1455 1654 (7) (2)1977 c. 129418 1983 Ownerandany lienholders of their right to reclaim the vehicle.
a. 126227,270,538 1987 a. 3491993 a. 631997 a. 271999 a. 80 The notice shall state that the failure of tn&ner or lienholders
) . to exercise their rights to reclaim the vehicle under this section
342.40 Vehicle abandonment prohibited;  removal;  shall be deemed a waiver of all right, title, aimderest in the
disposal. (1c) In this section, “owner” includes the lessee of gehicle and a consertb the sale of the vehicle. Each retained
vehicleif the vehicle is registered, or required to be registered, Pghiclenot reclaimed by its owner or lienholder may be sold. The
thelessee under cB41 municipality or county may dispose of the vehicle by sedlied
(Im) No person shall leave unattended any motor vehicle; auction sale as provided by ordinance. At such sale the highest
trailer, semitrailer or mobile home on any public highway of prbid for any such motor vehicle shall be accepted unless the same
vate or public propertyfor such time and under such circumis deemed inadequate by a duly authorized municipal or county
stancess to cause the vehicle to reasonably appear to have hegmesentativein which event all bids may be rejected. If all bids
abandoned.Except as otherwiggrovided in this section, when arerejected or no bid is receivetthe municipality or county may
everany vehicle has been left unattendathout the permission eitherreadvertise theale, adjourn the sale to a definite date, sell
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the motor vehicle at a private sale or juthie vehicle. Any inter shall advise the department of the sale or disposition famra
estedperson may &r bids on each abandoned vehicle to be solsuppliedby the department.

If municipal or county ordinances do not state the procedure to bg4) (a) In this subsection, “state agency” has the meaning
followed in advertising or providing public notice of the sale, gjyenfor “agency” in s227.01 (1)

public notice shall be posted at thdicé of the municipapolice (b) Notwi . -, . .
. : otwithstanding any other provision of this sectiostade
departmenbr the ofice of the county shefif The posting of the encyresponsible for the landn which a vehicle is left unat

notice at the police or shefis department shall be in the sam 9 dedand a dul thorized representative of that nev m
form as the certified mail notice sent to the owner or lienholde edand a duly authorized representalive of that agency may
E:rmseall of the powers and duties under this section of a munic

of record. Uporsale of an abandoned vehicle, the municipality”. ; g ; :
or county shall supply the purchaser with a completed for ality and a duly authorized municipal representative, subject to

designecby the department enabling the purchaser to obtain a réigf following conditions: _

ular certificate of title forthe vehicle. The purchaser shall have 1. Whenever a vehicle ha®en left unattended without the
10 days to removéhe vehicle from the storage area, but shall pagermissionof the state agendgr more than 72 hours, the vehicle
areasonable storage fee established by the municipatiyunty  is deemed abandoned and constitutes a public nuisance.

for each day the vehicle remains in storage after the 2nd business2. The state agency may promulgate rules governing the
day subsequent to the sale datenTays after the sale, thar  removaland disposal of abandoned vehicles and, except for aban
chasershall forfeit all interest in the vehicle and the vehicle shalionedvehicles that have been stolen, providerteiture in addi

be deemed to be abandoned and magdle again. Any listing tion to providing for the recovery by the state agency of the cost
of vehicles to be sold by any municipality or county shall be mageimpounding and disposing of the vehicle.

availableto any interested person oganization which makes a oy 15 sybsection applies to any vehicle deemed abandoned
written request for such listThe municipality or caunty may beforeApril 30, 1996, except that no forfeiture may be assessed
chargea fee for the list. . ‘
. . . againstthe owner of such a vehicle.
~ (e) Within 5 days after the sale or disposal of a vehicle as Proysiory: 1971 ¢. 1311973 ¢. 2181977 ¢. 23,1654 (7) (3)1977 c. 68203 447
vided in this subsectiomr sub.(2), the municipality or county 1989a. 1341995 a. 2161997 a. 272003 a. 142
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