JOINT RESOLUTIONS.—No. 22, 28. 221

NUMBER 22.

JOINT RESOLUTION relative to the printing and distribution of the assess-
ment laws,

Resolved by the assembly, the senate concurring, That the sec-
tary of state be authorized and required to cause a sufficient
number of the laws for the assessment and collection of taxes,
passed by the present legislature, to be printed and distributed
to the different town and city officers of this state, and that
said laws be sent to the several officers at the earliest practicable
period, with such instructions as to the secretary of state may
seem proper.

Approved March 6, 1868.

NUMRER 23.

JOINT RESOLUTION instructing senators and- representatives in congress
to preserve the equilibrium between the co-ordinate branches of govern-
ment.

Resolved by the senate, the assembly concurring, That the gov-
ernment of the United States was founded upon the theory
that it was essential to the safety of the union, the protection
of the rights of the people and the preservation of their liber-
ties, that the powers of government should be distributed be-
tween and devolve upon three distinet co-ordinate departments;
the executive, legislative and judicial; and that the powers
and duties of each department shall be clearly defined and
limited and that each should be secured in the full enjoyment
and exercise of the powers conferred upon it without any en-
croachment or interference by any of the others; that to that
end the constitution of the United States was adopted ; that
to unite the powers of all or any two of the three great de-
partments of the federal government in the same hands would
form a combination dangerous to public liberty and hazardous
to the life of the republic, and tgat any attempt, come from
whatever source it may, to subvert the federal constitution by
consolidating the powers of the executive, legislative and ju-
dicial departments in any one of them or to restrict or inter-
fere with the full exercise of the powers devolved upon either



