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No. 48, S.] [ Published May 12, 1903,

CHAPTER 189.

AN ACT to amend section 439%a and 439D, and to repeal sec-
tion 439¢ of the statutes of 1808, relating to attendance at
school.

The people of the state of Wisconsin rvepresented in senate and

assembly do enact as follows

School attendance. Sgcriox 1. Seetion 439a of the stat-
utes of 1898 is hereby amended so as to read as follows: Sec-
tion 439a.  Any person having under his eontrol any child be-
tween the ages ¢f T and 14 years, or any child between the
ages of 14 and 16 vears not regularly and lawfully employed in
any useful employment or serviee at home or eisewhere, shall
cause such child to be enrolled and to attend some publie,
parochial or private school regularly, during such period and
hours of the ealendar vear (religious holidays excepted) as the
publie, paroehial or private school in which sueh child is en-
rolled may be in session ; provided, that in eities sueh ehild must
attend school not less than 8 calendar months, and in towns, vil-
lages, and distriets not. less than *3 ecalendar months in cach
vear, and provided further that this seetion shall not apply to
any child not in proper physical or mental coudition to attend
school, who shall present the ecrtificate of a reputable physician
in general practice to that effeet, nor to any ehild who lives in
country distriets morve than two miles by the nearest traveled
road from the school which the person having eontrol of such
child shall designate. TInstruction during the required period
elsewhere than at school by a teacher seleeted by the person hav-
ing control of such child shall be equivalent to school attend-
ance. Oceasional legitimate absence from school attendance or
instruetion, shall not be deemed a violation of the provisions of
this seetion.  Any person who shall violate the provisions of
this seetion shall, upmm convietion thereof, be punished by a fine
of not less than five dollars nor more than fifty dellars, or by
imprisomment in the commty jail not exeeeding three months for
cach offense. Any person who <hall he proceeded against un-
der the provisions of this scetion may prove in defense that he is
unable to compel the ehild under his eontrol to attend sehool or
work, and he shall be thereupon discharged from lability, and
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such child shall Le proceeded against as incorrigible, or other-
wise, accurdiug o law, and 1n case ot comnutient, 1t the parents
or person having control of such child desire it, such child shali
be committed to a school or assoeiation controlted by persons of
the same religious taith as such ehild, which is willing and able
to recerve and maintain it without compensation from the puw-
lie treasury.  When in any proceeding under. this seeiion there
15 any doubt as to the age of any child, a verifiad baptismal cer-
tificate or a duly tested birth certificate shall be produced and
filed with the court,  In case such ecertificates cannot be secured,
upon proof of such fact, the record of age stated in the first
school enrolhment of such child shall be admissible as evidence
thercof.

Duty of officers. Npcriox 2. Seetion 439h of the statutes
of 1898 is hereby amended so as to read as follows:  Section
430b. In all cities of the first elass the board of education or
any board having similar powers, shall appoint three or more
truant officers and in all other eities having more than 10,000
population hy the last United States or state censuz, sueh Logia
shall appoint one or more trunant officers whose duty it <hall be
to sce that the provisions of this and the last preceding scetion
are enforeed, and when of his personal knowledge, or by report
or complaint from any resident of the eity, a truant officer be-
lieves that any child is nnlawtully and habitnally ab-ent from
school and not otherwize reeciving iustruction as provided in
seetion 4392 as anended, he shall immediately investigate and
render all service in his power, acting discreetly; to comypel sueh
child to attend =ome publie, parochial or private school which
the person having control of the ehild shall designate, or if over
14 vears of age to attend school or hecome regularly employed
at heme or elsewhere, and npon fajlure he shall serve a written
netice upon the perssm having control of such child requiring
him to place <uch child in some publie, private or parvchial
scheol within five dayvs, and if such person shall fail to comply
with sueh netiee withont legal exense within the speeified time,
the trnant officer shall preseente such person iu the manner pro-
vided in the preceding seetion. In all eities having less than
10,000 population Ly sueh census, and in all towns, villages and
districts the board of cdueation or any board having similar
powers, or the distviet Loard may appoint one or more trnant
officer< whe<e duties shall e the same as the trnant officers above
provided, and in ease no tivant officer is appointed, these duties
shall be performed by the city superintendent of schools in
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cities having such ofticers and by the chairman of the board of
cducation or the distriet board in all other cities, towus, villages
and distriets. Any truant ofticer, or other ofticer whose duties
are herein prescribed, who shall tail to comply with or enforce
the provisions of this or the preceding section within tfifteen
days after a written notice has been served upon him by any
qualified elector or taxpayer within the district,.town, village
or city within which the ottending person shall reside, shall him-
self be liable to a forfeiture of not less than ten dollars nor more
than twenty dollars for each offense, and any such elector or
taxpayer may sue for such forfeiture. T'ruant oflicers shall re-
ceive only such compensation from the public school funds as .
may be determined upon by their respective boards and such
truant oflicers shall report all cases of truancy and their action
therein to their respective boards within seven days after such
action shall have been taken. Any factory inspector or assist-
ant factory inspector appointed by the commissioner of the
bureau of labor and industrial statisties shall have the power of
a truant officer, and shall report all cases of truancy coming to
his knowledge to the board of the city, town, village or distriet
in which such truant resides.

Special section repealed. Swucriox 3. Seetion 439¢ of the
statutes of 1898 and all acts and parts of aets in conflict with
this act are hercby repealed.

Sectrox 4. This act shall take effeet and be in foree from
and after its passage dhd publieation.
Approved May 11, 1903.



