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No. 328, 8] [ Published April 10, 1903.
CHAPTER 70.

AN ACT to amend scetion 1379—11 of the statutes of 189§,
as amended by chapter 50 of the laws of 1901, relating to
drainage distriets.

The people of the slale of Wisconsin vepresented in senate and
assembly do enact as follows:

Drainage di;tricté in one or more counties; jurisdiction of
courts. Skcerion 1. Seetion 1379--11 of the statutes of 18908
as amended by chapler 50 of the laws of 1901, is hereby
amended by adding at the end thereof the following words:
“But in ease a petition for the organization of a drainage dis-
trict shall be filed in ene eounty and the eirenit court of said
connty shall take jurisdiction thereof, and it shall afterward
appear by the report of the commissioners appointed hy said
conrt that the greater part of the lands which should be in-
cluded in =aid drainage distriet lie in some other eounty, said
faets ghall not deprive the eirenit eonrt of the eounty where the
petition was filed, of jurisdietion, but said court in which the
petition was filed shall retain jurisdietion over said proceed-
ings until eampleted and the distriet therein petitioned for or-
{:.mi'/m] ? g0 that said seetion =0 amended shall read as follows:

Seetion 1379—11.  Drainage distriets comprising lands lo-
('zllw] in one or more towns may he oreanized and established
in the manner hereinafter provided.  Whenever a majority of
the owners of lands with a distriet proposed to he organized,
who <hall have arrived at lawful age and shall represent one-
third in area of the lands to be reelaimed or benefited, or when-
ever the adult owners of more than one-half of sueh lands de-
sire to eonstruet a drain. diteh. levee or other work across the
lands of others for the promation of the publie health or wel-
fare, or to maintain and keep in vepair any sueh drain, ditch
or levee heretofore constructed nnder any law of this state, such
ownerz may file in the eirenit eourt ofiany eounty in which the
lands, or if they lie in more than ane eonnty, in that in which
the greater part of the lands to Le affeeled by sueh drain, ditch
ar Tevee or other work propozed to he eonstrueted, maintained
ar repaired shall He, a pefition signed by them sefting forth the
proposed name of =aid drainage diztriet, the neceessity of the
same, with a general deseription of its proposed starting point,
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route and terminus, and a general description of the lands pro-
posed to be affeeted, with the names of the owners when known
and if the purpose of said petitioners is the repair and main-
tenance of a ditel, levee or other work heretofore constructed
under any law of this state, said petition shall give a general
description of the same, with such particulars as may be deemed
important and may apply for the organization of a drainage
distriet by the name and with the boundaries proposed, and for
the appointment of eommissioners for the exeeution of such
proposed work according to the provisions of this and the fol-
lowing sections; provided, that the lands embraced in such
drainage distriet shall be liable for any and all damages result-
ing to lands Iving outside of its boundaries, becanse of the pro-
posedl work and that the organization of such distriet shall in
no manner interfere with any other drainage district above it
or below it; and if throngh the construetion of any proposed
diteh, drain or levee increased cost shall be entailed npon a
lower distriet in providing means to carry off the water flowing
from the higher distriet, the lands in the higher distriet shall
be liable for such enst.”  No petition having the requisite num-
ber of signers reqnired by this section shall he declared void;
but the eourt may permit the petition to be amended at any
time to substantially eonform to the requirements of these pro-
visions.  But in ease a petition fot the organization of a drain-
age distriet shall Le filed in one county and the cireuit eourt
of said county shall take jurisdiction thereof, and it shall after-
ward appear by the report of the commissioners appointed hy
said eourt that the greater part of the lands which shonld be in-
chided in said drainage district lic in some other county, said
faets shall not deprive the circuit court of the county where
the petition was filed, of jurisdictinn, but said esurt in which
the petition was filed shall retain jurisdiction over said pro-
recdings until eompleted and the distriet therein petitioned
for is organized.

Section 2. This act shall take effect and be in foree from
and after its passage and publieation.
Approved April 3, 1003,



