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167.01 Manufacture of powder within corporate limits. It shall be unlawful for 
any person, firm, or corporation to manufacture gunpowder or black blasting powder in 
any quantity whatsoever within the corporate limits of any city or village or within one 
hundred rods of any occupied dwelling house or any church, schoolhouse, town hall, depot, 
or other place in which people are accustomed to assemble. 

167.02 Storage of explosives within one mile of powder factory. It shall be unlaw­
ful for any person, firm or corporation engaged in the manufacture of gunpowder or black 
blasting powder to store, or permit to be stored on the land or premises where gunpowder 
or black blasting powder is manufactured, any dynamite or explosive other than that 
manufactured at such gunpowder or black blasting powder manufacturing plant or within 
one mile of any plant where gunpowder or black blasting powder is manufactured. 

167.03 Powder, how to be stored; barricades. It shall be unlawful for any person, 
firm, or corporation engaged in the manufacture of gunpowder or black blasting powder, 
to store or to keep in storage or permit to be stored or kept in storage, at any plant where 
gunpowder or black blasting powder is manufactured, more than one hundred twenty-five 
thousand pounds of gunpowder or black blasting power in any building or storage maga­
zine at such plant; and all magazines or buildings where gunpowder or black blasting 
powder is kept in storage at such plant shall be located J!ot less than one thousand feet 
from any building in which the manufacture, or any part of the manufacture of gunpow­
der or black blasting powder is carried on, and shall be effectually screened from all build­
ings where the manufacture, or any part of the manufacture, of gunpowder or black blast­
ing powder is carried on, and from any occupied dwelling house or any church, school­
house, town hall, depot, or other place in which people are accustomed to assemble, except 
necessary openings for transportation facilities, by natural barricades or by an artificial 
barricade consisting of a mound or properly revetted wall of earth, of a minimum thick­
ness of not less than three fret, of such height that any straight line drawn from the top 
of any side wall of the building in which the manufacture, or any part of the manufacture, 
of gunpowder or black blasting powder is carried on, to any part of the magazine or build­
ing to be protected will pass.throngh such intervening natural or artificial barricade; and 
no magazine or building where gunpowder or black blasting powder is stored or kept in 
storage at any such manufacturing plant, shall be nearer to any other magazine or build­
ing where gunpowder or black blasting powder is stored or kept in storage, than five hun­
drrd feet; provided that whenever a magazine or building in which gunpowder or black 
blasting powder is stored or kept in storage, is effectually screened from any other maga­
zine or building where gunpowder or black blasting powder is stored or kept in storage by 
a natural or artificial barricade as hereinbefore described and of such height that any 
straight line drawn from any part of the magazine or building to any part of the other 
magazine or building will pass through such intervening n~tural or artificial barricade, 
the distance that such magazine or building are by this section required to be located apart, 
may be reduced one-half, and not more than four magazines or buildings where gunpow­
der or black blasting powder is stored or kept in storage shall be located or maintained 
at any such gunpowder or black blasting powder manufacturing plant, or on the land or 
premises where the same is situated. 

Note: Town must store blasting material with industrial commission general orders 
purchase·d for town road purposes as re- on explosives. 25 Atty. Gen. 486. 
quired by 167.01 to 167.06 and must comply 
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167.04 Storage of powder within one-quarter mile of dwelling, etc., prohibited. No 
person, firm, or corporation shall store gunpowder or black blasting powder at any gun­
powder or black blasting powder manufacturing plant, or on the land or premises where 
such plant is located within one-quarter of a mile of any occupied dwelling house, or any 
church, schoolhouse, town hall, depot, or other place where people are accustomed to as­
semble. 

167.05 Monthly reports of powder manufacturers. Every person, firm, or corpora­
tion engaged in the manufacture of gunpowder or black blasting powder, shall on the first 
day of each month make a written report in duplicate, showing the amount of gunpowder 
and black blasting powder on hand at the time of making such report, and also the great­
est quantity of such explosives on hand at any time during the previous month, which re­
port shall be verified by the oath of the owner or superintendent of such manufacturing 
plant, and shall file one copy thereof with the county clerk of the county where such plant 
is located and one copy with the clerk of the town in which such plant is located. 

167.06 Monthly inspection of powder storage magazines. (1) The chairman of the 
town board of supervisors shall be authorized to visit and inspect any gunpowder or black 
blasting powder manufacturing plant in his town once in each month for the· purpose of 
inspecting all magazines or buildings where gunpowder or black blasting powder is stored 
or kept in storage to determine whether the provisions of this act relating to the quantity 
of explosives that may be lawfully stored, or kept in storage, the distance that such maga­
zine or magazines shall be located from manufacturing buildings and from each other, as 
well as the provision relating to barricading, are being complied with. 

(2) It shall be the duty of every person, 1l.rm, or corporation, engaged in the manufac­
ture of gunpowder or black blasting powder, to permit the chairman of the town board of 
supervisors to visit and inspect all magazines and buildings where such explosives are 
stored or kept in storage, and whenever it shall appear from such inspection, or otherwise, 
that the provisions of this act are not being complied with, or upon refusal to allow the 
chairman of such town board of supervisors to make the inspection herein provided, it 
shall be the duty of said chairman to report such violation or refusal to the district attor­
ney of the county wherein such manufacturing plant is located. 

167.07 Manufacture, storage and distribution of matches. (1) No person, associa­
tion or corporation shall manufacture, store, offer for sale, sell, or otherwise dispose of or 
distribute white phosphorus, single-dipped, strike-anywhere matches of the type popu­
larly known as "parlor matches;" nor manufacture, store, sell, offer for sale, or otherwise 
dispose of or distribute white phosphorus, double-dipped, strike-anywhere matches, or 
other type of double-dipped matches, unless the bulb or first dip of such match is com­
posed of a so-called safety or inert composition, nonignitible on an abrasive surface; nor 
manufacture, store, sell or offer for sale, or otherwise dispose of or distribute matches 
which, when packed in a carton of five hundred approximate capacity and placed in an 
oven maintained at a constant temperature of two hundred degrees F., will ignite in eight 
hours; nor manufacture, store, offer for sale, sell or otherwise dispose of or distribute 
Blazer, or so-called wind matches,. whether of the so-called safety or strike-anywhere type. 

(2) No person, association or corporation shall offer for sale, sell or otherwise dispose 
of or distribute any matches, unless the package or container in which such matches are 
packed bears plainly marked on the outside thereof the name of the manufacturer and the 
brand or trade-mark under which such matches are sold, disposed of or distributed; nor 
shall more than one case of each brand of matches of any type or manufacture be opened 
at anyone time in the retail store where matches are sold or otherwise disposed of; nor 
shall loose boxes or paper-wrapped packages of matches be kept on shelves or stored in 
such retail stores at a height exceeding five feet from the floor; all matches, when stored in 
warehouses, excepting manufacturers' warehouses at place of manufacture, when such 
warehouses contain automatic sprinkler equipment, must be kept only in properly secured 
cases, and not piled to a height exceeding ten feet from the floor; nor be stored within a 
horizontal distance of ten feet from any boiler, furnace, stove or other like heating appa­
ratus, nor within a horizontal distance of twenty-five feet from any explosive material kept 
or stored on the same floor; all matches shall be packed in boxes or suitable packages, con­
taining not more than seven hundred matches in anyone box or package; provided, how­
ever, that when more than three hundred matches are packed in anyone box or package, 
the said matches shall be arranged in two nearly equal portions, the heads of the matches 
itt the two portions shall be placed in opposite directions, and all boxes containing three 
hundred and fifty or more matches shall have placed over the matches a center holding or 
protecting strip, made of chipboard, not less than one and one-quarter inches wide; said 
strip shall be flanged down to hold the matches in position when the box is nested into the 
shuck or withdrawn from it. 

(3) All match boxes or packages shall be packed in strong shipping containers or 
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cases; maximum number of match boxes or packages contained in anyone shipping con­
tainer or case, shall not exceed the following number: 

Nominal Number of 
Number of Boxes Matches per Box 

One-half gross ....................................................... 700 
One gross. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 500 
Two gross.......................................................... 400 
Three gross ......................................................... 300 
Five gross. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 200 
Twelve gross. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 100 
Twenty gross ..................................... over fifty and under 100 
Twenty-five gross ............................................... under 50 

No shipping container or case constructed of fiber board, corrugated fiber board, or 
wood, nailed or wirebound, shall exceed a weight, including its contents, of seventy-five 
pounds; and no lock-cornered wooden case containing matches shall have a weight, includ­
ing its contents, exceeding eighty-five pounds; nor shall any other article or commodity be 
packed with matches in any such container or case; al1d all such containers and cases in 
which matches are packed shall have plainly marked on the outside of the container or 
rase the words "Strike-Anywhere Matches" or "Strike-on-the-Box Matches." 

(4) Any person, association or corporation violating any of the provisions of this act 
shall be fined for the first offense not less than five dollars nor more than twenty-five dol­
lars, and for each subsequent violation not less than twenty-five dollars. 

167.08 to 167.11 [Repealed by 1929 c. 274] 
167.12 Safety appliances. Any person, firm, or corporation who shall sell, offer or 

expose for sale, or use any machine to be operated by steam, or other power, for the pur­
pose of husking or shredding corn or corn stalks shall provide such machine with safety 
or automatic feeding devices for the protection from accident by the snapping rollers, 
husking rollers, and shre.s)ding knives of any person using or operating such machine in 
the discharge of their dnty, and such machine shall be so guarded that the person feeding 
said machine shall be compelled to stand at a safe distance from the snapping rollers; and 
any person, firm, or corporation operating such machine shall maintain thereon such safety 
or automatic feeding devices. The duty to equip such machine with safety or automatic 
feeding devices, as well as the duty to maintain the same, shall be absolute; and the 
exercise of ordinary care on the part of such person, firm, or corporation operating such 
machine shall not be deemed a compliance with such duty; and in case any person in the 
employ of such person, firm, or corporation operating such machine continues in such 
employment when such device has not been installed and maintained, as above provided, 
such employe shall not be deemed guilty of a want of ordinary care, on account of so 
continuing in such employment. 

167.13 Operation. No person, firm or corporation shall use, operate or permit to be 
used or operated any such machine purchased prior to June 12, 1909, unless during all the 
time such machine shall be used and operated it shall be in charge of a competent person 
whose sole duty shall be to oversee and attend to the operation and use of the same; nor 
use, operate or permit to be used or operated any such machine whatever while the safety 
devices or guards are detached. 

167.14 Sale regulated. No such machine shall be sold or offered or exposed for sale 
unless the said machine shall have plainly marked upon it the name and location of the 
person, firm or corporation manufacturing the same. 

167.15 Enforcement. It shall be the duty of the industrial commission to enforce 
the provisions of sections 167.12 to 167.15, inclusive, provided, that nothing therein con­
tained shall be construed to authorize such industrial commission to select or compel the 
adoption of any particular or special safety device, and that the question of the reason­
able safety of any such device used by any manufacturer shall be subject to judicial de­
termination. 

167.16 Regulation of electric wiring. (1) It is hereby made the duty of every con­
tractor and other person who does any electric wiring in this state to comply with the 
Wisconsin state electrical code, and the company furnishing the electric current shall ob­
tain proof of such compliance before furnishing such service; provided, that nothing 
therein contained shall be construed as prohibiting any municipality from making more 
stringent regulations than those contained in the above mentioned code. Proof of such 
compliance shall consist of a certificate furnished by a municipal or other recognized in 
spection department or officer, or if there is no such inspection department or officer it shall 
consist of an affidavit furnished by the contractor or other person doing the wiring, indi­
cating that there has been such compliance. 



1943 SAFEGUARDS 167.22 

(2) Any person who shall violate the provisions of this section shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars nor 
more than one hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jail not less than thirty 
days nor more than six months. 

Note: County board is without authority Statutes do not authorize industrial corn-
to employ rural electrical inspectors. 25 mission to examine and certify qualified 
Atty. Gen. 316. electrical inspectors. 25 Atty. Gen. 360. 

167.17 to 167.19 [Repealed by 1927 c. 474 s. 1] 
167.20 Stairway guards. (1) The owner of any building or other structure which 

has an open stairway or area way leading to or abutting upon any sidewalk, and the owner 
of any real estate adjacent to or abutting upon any sidewalk and which is lower than such 
sidewalk, shall sufficiently guard such stairway or area way or property as to prevent 
accidents. 

(2) Any person who shall violate the provisions of this section shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars nor 
more than one hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jail not less than thirty 
days nor more than six months. Each day during which a violation of the provisions of 
this section continues shall be deemed a separate offense. 

167.21 [Repealed by 1939 c. 363] 
167.22 Cigars not to be manufactured in basements. No shop or place wherein 

cigars are manufactured shall be located below the ground fioor. 




