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37.01 Board of regents of normal schools. For the government of the teachers 
colleges established, and which may hereafter be established, and for the performance of 
the duties prescribed to them, there is constituted a, board of 11 regents, called "The 
Board of Regents of Normal Schools," composed of the state superintendent, as ex officio 
regent, and of 10 appointed regents, at least one of whom shall be a woman; the term of 
office of the appointed regents commencing with the first Monday in February in the year 
in which appointed, shall be 5 years and until the appointment and qualification of their 
respective successors; except that the regents first appointed under this act shall be divided 
into 5 classes of 2 each, and the term of office of said classes so first appointed shall be 
respectively 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 years and until their successors shall be appointed and qualified, 
and their successors in office shall continue so divided into 5 classes of 2 each, so that the 
term of office of 2 regents shall expire each year. The governor shall appoint the regents, 
by and with the advice and consent of the senate. 

37.02 Powers of regents. (1) The board of regents and their successors in office 
are constituted a body corporate by the name aforesaid; and may purchase, in the manner 
provided by law, have, hold, control, POSS8SS and enjoy, in trust for the state, for educa­
tional purposes solely, any lands, tenements, hereditaments, goods and chattels of any 
nature which may be necessary and required for the purposes, objects and uses of the 
state teachers colleges authorized by law and none other, with full power to sell or dispose 
of such personal property in the manner provided by law, or any part thereof when in 
their judgment it shall be for the interest of the state; and shall possess all other powers 
necessary or convenient to accomplish the objects and perform the duties prescribed by law. 
The board of regents shall not sell, mortgage or dispose of in any way any real estate, nor 
borrow money without the express authority of the legislature; nor shall they contract 
indebtedness nor incur liabilities to exceed, at any time, in the aggTegate, the amount of 
money which, under the provisions of law, shall then be at their disposal in the hands of 
the state treasurer; nor shall said board ever reduce the amount so at their disposal below 
the aggregate amount of their indebtedness or liability, except in payment of such indebt­
edness or liability. The proceeds of the sale of any real or personal estate shall be paid by 
them into the treasury, and shall become a, part of the income of the normal school fund. 

(2) Said board may acquire by condemnation proceedings in the manner provided by 
chapter 32 such parcels of land as it deems necessary for the use of any institution under 
its control whenever the board is unable to agree with the owner upon the compensation 
therefor, or whenever the absence or legal incapacity of such owner, or other cause, pre­
vents or unreasonably delays such agreement. 

(3) For the purpose of providing dormitories, commons and other buildings, improve­
ments, additions, and equipment therefor, necessary for educational purposes, and to 
enable the construction, financing and ultimate acquisition thereof, the board of regents 
of normal schools is authorized to lease and re-lease teachers college lands and improve­
ments to a nonprofit-sharing corporation or corporations for terms not exceeding 50 
years each, upon condition that such corporation or corporations shall construct on such 
leased land or portion thereof such dormitories, commons or other buildings, improve­
ments and additions and provide such equipment therefor, for educational purposes as 
the board of regents shall designate or approve, and shan lease the same to the board of 
regents upon satisfactory terms as to the current rental, maintenance and ultimate pur-
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chase by the regents. Revenues derived from the operation by the regents of such donni­
tories, commons, buildings, improvements or additions for educational purposes shall, 
and revenues derived from the operation by the regents of other dormitories, commons, 
buildings, improvements or additions for educational purposes may, be applied to the 
payment of such rentals, any surplus which from time to time may accrue to be applied 
toward the purchase price of the building, improvement, addition or equipment, or 
accumulated for subsequent application upon the purchase price. The board of regents 
is authorized to enter into such leases or contracts with such corporation or corporations 
for the above purposes as they shall deem for the best interest of the teachers college. 
This subsection does not authorize the board of regents to incur any state debt for the 
construction of such dormitories, commons, buildings, improvements or additions or for 
the furnishing of equipment therefor. The plans for buildings and all contracts arid 
leases made pursuant to this subsection shall before they are finally adopted or become 
effective be submitted to and approved by the state chief engineer and the governor. 
Such dormitories, commons, buildings, improvements, additions and equipment so con­
structed or installed on teachers college lands and devoted to teachers college purposes, 
and the leasehold interest in such lands shall be exempt from taxation. 

37.03 Officers. The officers of the board shall be a president, vice president and 
secretary; they shall severally hold their offices for the tenn of one year, and until their 
successors are elected, and shall perform the duties incident to their several offices, and 
such as are prescribed by the board. The state treasurer shall be, ex officio the treasurel' 
of ~the board, but the board may appoint suitable persons to receive any tuition fees or 
other moneys that may be due from any student or other person, and pay the same to the 
treasurer. 

37.04 Meetings; quorum. The said board shall be supplied by the director of pur­
chases with necessary office room or rooms in the capitol, and the said board shall hold 
an annual meeting at such office on the second 'N ednesday in July in each year or at such 
time as they may designate. Special meetings may be called by the governor or by the 
president of the board on a petition signed for that purpose by any three regents. A 
majority of the regents shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business; but a 
less number may adjourn from time to time. 

37.05 Normal regents' meetings public. The meetings of the board of regents of 
the normal schools shall be open to the public and the press and all records of such meet­
ings and of all proceedings of such board shall be open to inspection by the public and 
the press at any reasonable hours thereafter; provided, that said board may hold execu­
tive sessions, the findings of said executive sessions to be made a part of the records of 
the proceedings of said board. 

37.06 Disqualification of officers, etc. N 0' regent or officer, trustee or person ap­
pointed or employed in any position or capacity connected with teachers colleges or normal 
institutes shall at any time act as agent of any author or publisher of or dealer in school 
b00'ks, maps or charts, or school library books, Dr school furniture 0'1' apparatus, or become 
interested directly or indirectly in the publication, manufacture or sale of any such as 
agent or otherwise, except solely as author or inventor, and f0'r a violation hereof any 
regent shall be expelled from the board by a majority vote of the regents; provided, that 
the purchase and USB of books and appliances written or invented by persons connected 
with any of the schools shall not be deemed to be pTohibited. 

37.07 State teachers' colleges pre-audit,; payments. Unless otherwise provided 
by law, no bills shall be incurred in the management of state teachers' colleges nor be paid 
until they have been audited by the board of normal regents under the supervision of the 
department of budget and accounts. All payments shall be made on the warrant of the 
director of budget and accounts drawn in accordance with the certificate of the proper 
designated officer or officers of the board. All claims and accounts, before being certified to 
the director of budget and accounts shall be verified and appl'Qved in the same manner as 
provided in section 36.10 (2). 

37.08 Teachers colleges' accounts. (1) ANNUAL EXAl\HNATION. The board of re­
gents of the state normal schools shall cause all of the financial transactions and accounts 
of or relating to thB several state teachers colleges under their supervision at the close of 
each fiscal year to be fully and thoroughly examined subject to the provisions of chapter 
15, of the statutes. The cost of such audit shall be paid from and charged against the 
propel' appropriati0'n for thB board of normal school regents. 

(2) WHEN lYIADE. Such examination shall be commenced immediately after the close 
of the fiscal year and be c0'mpleted as soon as practicable. 
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(3) REJ>ORT. Upon the completion of such examination a full and detailed report 
thereof shall be made by such auditor to the governor. 

37.09 Objects of schools. The exclusive purposes and objects of each teachers 
college shall be the instruction and training of persons, both male and female, in the 
theory and art of teaching, and in all the various branches that pertain to a good common 
school education, and in all subjects needful to qualify for teaching in the public schools; 
also to give instruction in the fundamental laws of the United States and of this state 
in what regards the rights and duties of citizens. 

37.10 Model schools; department for teachers of deaf. The board shall also 
establish a model school or schools for practice in connection with each state teachers col­
lege, and shall make all the regulations necessary to govern and support the same; and 
they may in their discretion admit pupils to, such model schools free of charge of tuition. 
The board may enter into a contract with any school, for a period of not more than 5 
years, whereby childl'en selected from such district may be pupils in such model school 
or schools for the practical demonstration of methods of teaching and the instruction of 
the students enTolled in any state teachers college. The board may determine and agree 
upon the due proportion of the cost of instruction and maintenance that shall be borne 
by the district. Any contract or agreement jointly entered into between any state teach­
ers college and any school district, and having for its purpose the education of the 
pupils of the district is hereby validated, and shall be continued in full force and effed 
for a period not exceeding 5 years from the original date of the contract. Districts which 
suspend their schools in whole or in part, on account of the contract authorized under 
the provisions of this subsection shall be eligible to receipt of aids in the same amounts 
that they would be eligible to receive if they had operated their schools without such con­
tract and in addition the district shall receive aid on account of transportation at the 
rate of $24 per school year per child transported to and from the state teachers college 
whose residence is more than 2 miles and not more than 5 miles from such college by the 
nearest traveled route and at the rate of $36 per school year per pupil transported who 
resides more than 5 miles from such college by the nearest traveled route under the con­
ditions provided in section 40.34. The g'overning body of any school district operating a 
high school or municipality in or near which there is a state-supported institution of 
higher learning which provides high school grades is authorized to provide or contract 
for the transportation of such pupils to such high school grades, and such district or 
municipality shall be entitled to transportation aids under the conditions provided in 
section 40.34 for all pupils so transported. 

(2) The board shall establish and maintain in one of the teachers colleges of the state, 
located in a city maintaining a graded sehool for the deaf, a normal training department 
for oral teachers of the deaf. Candidates for admission to this course shall have com­
pleted at least one year of the advanced course in 9~ state teachers college or its equivalent. 
Graduates from said course shall be granted a diploma by the board that will serve as a 
basis for an unlimited state certificate, qualifying the holder to teach in any day school 
for the deaf in this state, or in any public school of the state, below high school grade. 

37.11 Powers of board as to teachers colleges. The said board shall have the gov­
ernment and control of all the teachers colleges, and shall ha;ve power therefor: 

(1) To make rules, regulations and by-laws for the good government and management 
of the same and each department thereof, and to adopt such designation fm said colleges 
as in th€' judgment of the board best fits their functions and purposes as institutions de­
voted exclusively to the preparation of teachers. 

(2) To appoint a principal and assistants ana such other teachers and officers and to 
employ such persons as may be required for each of said colleges; and to prescribe their 
several duties. 

(3) To remove at pleasure any principal, assistant or other officer or person from any 
office or employment in connection with any such college, but discharges of teachers shail 
be governed by the provisions of section 37.31. 

(4) To purchase within the amount appropriated for such purposes any needful and 
proper apparatus, books or articles to assist in instruction, and to provide for all necessary 
fuel and supplies for the conduct of such coll€'ges. 

(5) [Amended by 1945 c. 361] To prescribe the courses of study and the various 
books to be used in such colleges, and upon completion of a course for preparing teachers 
to confer such certificates, diplomas and professional degrees in education in testimon; 
thereof as are usually conferred by other institutions of like character and rank; provided 
that no professional degree shaH be conferred excepting that of bachelor of educatio~ 
and bachelor of science, and master of education. But when any state teachers college 
shall offer a course for the express purpose of training teachers for county schools, the 
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completion of which shall entitle one to the certificate mentioned in section 37.13, the 
course of study shall be the full and fair equivalent of the course of study prescribed for 
the county rural normal schools by the state< superintendent. 

(5) [Amended by 1945 c. 581] To prescribe the courses of study and the various 
books to be used in such schools, and upon completion of a course for preparing teachers, 
to confer such certificates, diplomas and professional degrees in education in testimony 
thereof as are usually conferred by other institutions of like character and rank; provided, 
that no professional· degree shall be conferred excepting that of bachelor of education 
and bachelor of science, and such degTee only upon completion of a 4-year course above 
high school or its equivalent unless otherwise provided by law. But when any state teachers 
college shall offer a course for the express purpose of training teachers for country schools, 
the completion of which shall entitle one to the certificate mentioned in section 37.13, 
the course of study shall be the full and fair equivalent of the course of study prescribed 
for the county rural normal schools by the state superintendent. 

(6) To cause notice to be given of the opening of such colleges and the several terms 
thereof. 

(7) To prescribe rules and regulations for the< admission of students; but every ap­
plicant for admission shall undergo an examination to be prescribed by the board, and 
shall be rejected if it shall appear that he is not of good moral character, or if applying 
as a free pupil will not make an apt or good teacher. 

(8) To require any applicant for admission, who shall not have been exempted by any 
of the provisions of this section, to payor to secure to be paid such fees for tuition as the 
board may deem proper and reasonable. The board may also charge any student labora­
tory fees, book rents, fees for special departments or any incidental fee covering all such 
special costs. Any adult student who shall have been a resident of the state for one year 
or any minor student whose parents have been bona fide residents of this state for one 
year shall, while he continues a resident of the state, be entitled to exemption from fees 
for tuition but not from incidental fees in the teachers college except that the board may 
admit nonresidents to summer schools on the same basis as residents. So far as applicable 
the provisions of section 6.51 shall be used in determining such residence. 

(9) To cause lectures on any art, science or branch of literature to be delivered in 
any such colleges on such terms and conditions as they may prescribe. 

(10) To confer by by-laws upon the principals of the several teachers colleges the 
power to suspend or expel pupils for misconduct or other cause prescribed in such 
by-laws. 

(11) The board shall provide a definite course in the theory and art of physical 
education, and instruction in games and playground management, to be taught in everv 
state teachers college. Examination in this branch shall be required of all candidates fo~ 
teachers college diplomas and certificates. 

(12) The board of regents of normal schools shall have authority to grant scholarships 
equivalent in value to the payment of all incidental fees to freshmen who, during their hiD'h 
school course, ranked first in scholarship in Wisconsin public high schools and private s~c­
ondary schools enrolling less than two hundred fifty students; to those ranking first and 
second in scholarships in Wisconsin public high schools and private secondary schools en­
rolling two hundred fifty to seven hundred fifty students; and to those ranking first, second 
and third in scholarships in Wisconsin public high schools and private secondary schools 
enrolling seven hundred fifty or more students. In case the person or persons eligible for 
scholarships under the provisions of this subsection do not elect to enroll at a sta.te teacher'S 
college, then the regents shall have the authority to grant the scholarships to the freshmen 
who were next highest in scholastic rank in the Wisconsin public high schools and Wiscon­
sin private secondary schools. 

(13) The board of regents of normal schools shall have authority to grant scholarships 
to bona fide residents of the state equivalent in value to the payment 6f all incidental fees 
to freshmen who, during their high school course, were good students, are in financial need, 
and possess qualifications for leadership. 

(14) The board of regents of normal schools shall have authority to grant scholarships 
equivalent in value to the payment of incidental fees to disabled bona fide residents of the 
state who are recommended and supervised by the rehabilitation division of the state board 
of vocational and adult education. 

37.12 College courses. The board of normal school regents may extend the course 
of instruction at any teachers college to include a 4-year coUege liberal arts course. 
The board shall have the power to confer upon persons completing the 4-year course 
such degrees as are usual in universities and colleges. 
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37.13 Diplomas; certificates. Said board may grant diplomas in testimony of 
scholarship and ability to teach, but no such diploma shall be granted until such graduate 
shall have passed a thorough and satisfactory examination in the course of study pre­
scribed by the board. When any such graduate has, after receiving such diploma, taught 
a public school in this state two years, the state superintendent may, after such examina­
tion as to moral character, learning and ability to teach as to him may seem proper, issue 
to such teacher an unlimited state certificate, and thereafter such unlimited certificate 
shall be evidence of his qualification to teach in any common school. The said board may 
also, on such conditions as they may determine, grant a certificate of attendance certify­
ing that the holder has completed the elementary course in a teachers college and is qualified 
to teach a common school; and the said superintendent may, upon conditions above pre­
scribed respecting diplomas, issue a limited state certificate, and thereafter such certificate 
shall be evidence of his qualification to teach in any common school of the state. 

The said board of regents may also on such conditions as they may determine, grant 
a certificate, certifying that the holder has completed the course for teachers of country 
schools in a teachers college and is of good moral character. It shall also contain a list 
of the standings secured by the person on the completion of each of the studies pursued in 
the college. 

37.14 Teachers' institutes. Institutes for the instruction of teachers shall be held 
in each year in such counties as may be desigonated by the state superintendent, with the 
advice and concurrence of said board, preference being given to such counties as receive 
the least direct benefits from the teachers colleges. The state superintendent, by and with 
the advice and consent of said board, may mak(3 such rules and regulations as they shall 
deem proper for organizing and conducting such institutes, and may, by and with the 
like advice and consent, employ an agent or agents to perform such work in connection 
therewith as by such rules and regulations may be prescribed. Each of said institutes 
shall be held under the direction of such agent or agents, assisted by the county superin­
tendent. The course of study pursued in such institutes shall, as far as practicable, be 
uniform, and be prescribed by the state superintendent with the assistance of such agents, 
but subject to revision by said boa~l'd. 

37.15 Regents' report. The president of said board shall make to the governor a 
biennial report, bearing date the thirty-first day of August of the year in which the 
biennial fiscal term closes, which shall contain a full and detailed account of the doings 
of the said board, and of all their expenditures and of all moneys received, and the 
prospect, progress and condition of said teachers colleges; and such report, tog'ether with 
the reports of the different boards of visitors, shall be transmitted to the legislature 
by the governor. 

37.16 Reports of academies. It shall be the duty of the president of the board of 
trustees of every organized academy, seminary and literary or collegiate institution here­
tofore incorporated or that shall be hereafter incorporated, to cause to be made ont by the 
principal instructor or other proper officer, and forwarded to the state superintendent on 
or before the tenth day of October in each even-numbered year, a report for the term 
terminating with the thirty-first day of August of the second preceding year, setting 
forth the amount and estimated value of real estate owned by the corporation; the amount 
of other funds and endowment and the biennial income from all sources; the number of 
instructors and their respective salaries; the number of students in the different classes 
and the rates of tuition; the studies pursued and the books used; the course of instruc­
tion and such matters as shall be specially 0 requested by said superintendent, or as shall 
be deemed proper by the president or principal of such academies or institutions to 
enable the state superintendent to lay before the legislature in his report a fair and full 
statement of the affairs and condition of such institutions. 

37.17 Inspection of cadets. The president or other principal officer of any incor­
porated college or school of this state which shall be under military discipline or main­
tain a regular military department, and have enrolled uniformed and armed not less 
than one hundred cadets, may apply in writing to the governor to have the corps of 
cadets of such college or school inspected by the adjutant general or other officer ap­
pointed by the governor for that purpose. Such inspection shall be made during' April, 
Mayor June of each year, upon fifteen days' notice by mail to such applicant by the in­
specting officer, and shall be held in the manner and form prescribed for troops in the 
service of the United States. 

37.18 Officer's report. The inspecting officer shall report to the governor: 
(1) The number of officers, noncommissioned officers and privates paraded and in­

spected by him in uniform. 
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(2) What such uniform is and the condition thereof. 
(3) The discipline and state of instruction. 
(4) The number and amounts of arms, accoutrements, stores and military property 

exhibited to him. 
(5) The true condition of the same. 
(6) If a cavalry company or battery of artillery be maintained, what number of horses 

were exhibited and their condition. 
(7) Whether such corps has complied with these provisions and the orders and regu­

lations of the governor. 
(8) Such other matters as may be required. 
The inspecting officer shall receive no pay for services, but may be allowed ten cents 

per mile, to be paid by each of the schools so inspected. 

37.19 Suspension from inspection. If such inspecting officer shall report that such 
corps numbers less than one hundred enrolled, uniformed and armed, or that its condition 
and military proficiency are not such as, in his judgment, to entitle it to the benefits of 
section 37.20, the governor may notify the president or other principal officer of such 
college or school that it is suspended from the benefits hereby given, and in such case no 
application for an inspection as herein provided shall be granted for a period of two 
years. 

37.20 Graduates; rank of. In all cases where a satisfactory report is made by 
such inspecting officer the students of such college or school, residents of this state, gradu­
ating during the year within which such report is made and receiving full diploma or 
certificate from such college or school, sl1all be entitled to the honorary rank of second 
lieutenant in the unorganized militia, of the state; provided, that nothing herein shall be 
construed to give such graduates any right to wear the uniform of the Wisconsin national 
guard. 

[37.25 Stats. 1943 renumb81'ed section 45.39 by 1945 c. 580J 

[37.251 to 37.253 Stats. 1925 repealed by 1927 c. 298 s. 1J 

[37.259 Stats. 192'3 rem!mbered section 71.25 by 1925 c. 379 j j'enumbered section 
71.27 under- 43.08 (2)] 

37.30 Agricultural economics. Courses in agricultural economics shall be given 
(including the business principles involved in farming and marketing and in financing 
agriculture), in the several teachers colleges and county normal schools, and shall be 
extended to schools in which agricultural subjects are taught, and to other schools as 
rapidly as practicable. The courses in agricultural economics to be given in the various 
schools shall be such as are prescribed from time to time by the state superintendent of 
public instruction, with the advice of the state department of agriculture and the chairman 
of the department of agricultural economics of the state university. 

37.31 Teachers employed on probation; tenure; compulsory retirement. (1) All 
teachers in any state teachers college shall be employed on probation and after successful 
probation for three years, the employment shall be permanent, during efficiency and good 
behavior, provided, that teachers having taught three years or more in any such college 
shall be deemed to have served their term of probation. No teacher who has become per­
manently employed as herein provided, by reason of three or more years of continuous 
service, shall be discharged except for cause upon written charges. Said charges shall after 
ten days' written notice thereof to such teacher, and upon such teacher's written request, 
be investigated, heard and determined by the board of normal school regents, whose action 
and decision in the matter shall be final. The term "tcachers" as used in this section shall 
include all persons engaged in teaching as their principal occupation but shall not include 
the pl'esident or acting president of any state teachers conege. 

(2) Compulsory retirement of each teacher covered by this section shall be automatic 
upon the thirtieth day of June next succeeding the seventieth birthday of such teacher. 
Teachers covered by this subsection who have attained the age of seventy years or more at 
the time this subsection takes effect, shall be automatically retired at the end of the fiscal 
year in which this subsection becomes effective. 

37.32 University extension courses for world war veterans. (1) Any person eligible 
to receive a cash bonus under chapter 667, laws of 1919, or any person who has received 
an honorable discharge from active service in any branch of the armed forces of the 
United States between the dates April 6, 1917 and November 11,1918, both dates inclusive, 
and who is a citizen of vVisconsin, or has resided in this state for a period of one year next 
preceding the date of application may take without cost correspondence study courses 
and extension classes from the extension division of the University of Wisconsin in such 
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manner as may be prescribed by the dean. But not more than anyone such course or' 
extension class may be taken at anyone time. The necessary text-books for such courses 
or classes shall be provided without cost. A person shall not be eligible to receive the 
benefits under this section while receiving benefits under section 37.25. Courses or classes 
in which persons have been duly enrolled but in which no lesson has been submitted by 
any enrollee for 12 months next preceding the first day of July in any year shall be 
cancelled. Any unused moneys allotted to the university extension division for such in­
completed courses shall revert to the appropriation provided for in section 20.41 (2) (ca). 

(2) Eligibility to' receive any of the bBllefits under subsection (1) shall be certified 
to the university extension division by the department of veterans' affairs. 

[38.01 Stats. 1921 repealed by 1923 c. 179] 

[38.01 Sta;ts. 1923 ren'umbered section 14.14 under 43.08 (2')] 




