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6.01 QuaHfications of electors. (1) Every citizen of the United States of the age 
of 21 years or upwards, who shall have resided in the state one year next preceding any 
election, and in the election district, 01' precinct where he offers to vote, 10 days, shall 
he deemed an eligible dector. Any citizen of the United States of the age of 21 years oj' 
upwards, who shall have resided in the state on8 year or more and who shall have resided 
in an election district 01' precinct less than 10 days next preceding any election shall he 
entitled to vote at such election in the election district 01' precinct in this state where he 
was last a qnalified elector. 

(2) No person who shall have made 01' become interested, directly or indirectly, in any 
bet or wager depending upon the result of any election at which he shall offer to vote shall 
be permitted to vote at such election. . 

(3) Any person who shall have been convicted of bribery shall be excluded from the 
right of suffrage unless restored to civil rights. 

6.015 Women to have equal rights. (1) Women shall have the same rights and 
pl'ivileges under the law as men in the exercise of suffrage, freedom of contract, choice 
of residence for voting purposes, jury service, holding office, holding and conveying prop­
erty, care and custody of children, and in all other respects. The various courts, execu-
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tive and administrative officers shall construe the statutes wllere the maseuline gender is 
used to include tIle feminine gender unless such construction will deny to females the spe­
cial protection and privileges which they now enjoy for the general welfare. The courts 
executive and administrative officers shall make all necessary rules and provisions t~ 
carry out the intent and purposes of this statute,' 

, (2) Any woman drawn to serve as a juror upon her request to the presiding judge 01' 
magIstrate, befo1'e the commencement of the trIal 01' hearing, shaH be exeused from the 
panel 01' venire. ' 

6~017' ,Milwaukee c()unty, definitions. As to any county having a population of 
three hundred th?usand o~· more, the term "electi?n distr~ct" shaH mean a town, village 
01' ward of any CIty therem, and the terms "electIOn pI'einnct" 01' "prccinct" shall mean 
one of the parts into which an election district hi said county is divided for the con-
venience of the voters. ' 

, 6.02. Pla:ce ~or .votin~. (1) N~ .electo.rshall. vote except in the town, ward, village 
01' electIOn ~lstrICt III wInch ~e has nJs votIll~ reSIdence except as provided in subsection 
(1) of ~ec.tIOn 6.04 and sectIOn 6.045; provIiled, that, aH persons residing upon Indian 
lands wIthm any county of the state, not embmcea in any organized election district and 
qualified to exercis~ the ~ght of suffrage, sh~l1 be entitled to vote at the polls whICh'may 
beheld nearest theu' reSIdence for state, Umted States 01' county officers' but no persoll 
shan vote for county' officers out of the county in which he resides. ' 

(2) ~h~ Ie~a'l ~otil~g place o~ every elec~or w~o s~alllodge in any hospital, school, or 
other bmldIllg whICh IS partly III one electIOn dIstrIct and partly in another 01' whose 
residence, is so divi.ded by electioh district lines, shall be at the voting place ne~rest to the 
place wheresu«;lh voterso lodges 01' resides, 
. (3) Whenever terrH.ory: shap be; annl!xed to any city, town 01' village a~d <' •• ~h ,,~ll1exa­

tIon .slu,tll bec<,>I~1) effectIve. ()ll eiechon day, 01' at any tiITl~. W~'l,!~" Ce.~ , .... "fs p1'l~r t<,> any 
elect~on 91' prImary, the electors who wvuld ~ave b_n en~lt1ed to .vote III su~h t~rl'lj;ory, 
had no annexa~ion taken place; shaV be ,entItled to vote III the CIty, town.:or, VIllage to 
whic~ suchtenitory is anneJf:ed. 

6.03 Time of general election. The general elections prescribed :in. the constitutioll 
shall' be held' in the several towns, waI'ds, villages and election districts on the Tuesday 
next succeeding the first M01:ic1ay in November in the year 1898, and biennially thereafter, 
at ,,,hich time shall be chosen such United' States senators, representatives in congress, 
eleCtors of president and vice president, state senators, members of assembly, state officers 
and county officers as are by law to be elected in such year. 

6.04 illtcefor llOldingelections •. AU ~le.ctions under. chapters 5, 6,7, 8, 9 and 10 
shall be held: 

" (1) In cities at the place 01' places to be ordered by the common councils thereof, re­
spectively, at least four months before such election, unless otherwise provided by law. 

• (2) In villages, at the place in each election district thereof to be ordered by the trus­
tees atleast foul' months before such election, unless otherwise provided by law. 

(3) In each town, at the place where the last town meeting was held, or at such other 
place as shall have been ordered by such meeting or by the supervisors, when they estab­
lish m01'e than one election district as hereinafter provided; but the first election after 
the organization. of a new town shall be at the place directed in the act, order or proceed-
ing by which it was organized. ' 

(4) Each governing body shall divide the municipality into voting precincts, where 
such division is necessary, with due regard to the election requirements. Precincts shall be 
compact andcontig'uous, and shall be arranged, if practicable, so that some public build­
ing may be conveniently used as a polling place for the voters. The governing body, 
except in cities having a board of election commissioners, shall fix the places for the 
conduct of elections, which shall be located,so far as practicable, in public buildings. 

6.045 Polling places in fourth class cities. (1) The common council of any city of 
the fourth class may provide a p()lling' plilce pI' polling places fpr the entire city at its city 
hall or in some other building centrally located. 

(2) One set of ballot boxes f01' each, ward shaH be provided, but one or mOl'e sets of 
election officials may serve for the whole city as determined by the governing body. The 
ballot boxes shall be numbered according to wards. The ballots 0'£ the voters of each ward 
shall be deposited in the box pl'ovided for such wa1'd and the election officials shan make 
separate returns for each ward. 
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(3) Such central polling places shall be so provided and designated not later than ten 
days before the election at which they are to be used, and when so provided all primaries 
and elections in such city shall be held in the place or places designated. 

6.047 Time off for voting. Any person entitled to vote at an election, including a 
primary election, shall on the day of election be entitled to absent himself from any 
service or employment in which he is then engaged or employed, for a period of not to 
exceed 3 successive hours, while the polls of the election are open, for the purpose of 
voting. The voter shall notify his employer before the day of election of such intended 
absence and the employer may designate the time of day for such abscnce. No penalty, 
other than a deduction for time lost, shall be imposed upon him by his employer by 
reason of such absence. This section shall be deemed to include all political subdivisions 
of the state and employes thel'eof, but shall not affect such employe's right to holidays 
now provided for or to be hereafter provided for. Any ~erson who shall refuse to an 
employe the privilege hereby conferred, 01' who shaH subJect an. employe to a penalty 
therefor, 01' who. shall, directly 01' indirectly, violate the provisions of this section, shall 
be guilty of a mIsdemeanor. 

6.05 Division and consolidation of election districts. (1) Election districts as 
established may be divided into 2 or more districts in towns when the supervisors 
shall deem it f~r the convenience of the voters, and shall be divided when 50 or more 
electors thereof shall petition the board in writing therefor; and such division shall 
be made in wards, villages 01' towns when it shall appear that 600 01' more votes were 
cast in any such dist;'!ict therein at any election, except in wards, villages' 01' towns where 
votino' is ~lone exclusively by voting machines; provided, however, that no division shall 
be m~de in any town cOI~taining less than 50 sections of land unless it shall appeal' that 
400 01' more votes were cast in such town at the last preceding general election. 

(2) :;11811 ,';vidon oJlall. be made at least 4 months prior to the next succeeding general 
election, except in cases cbverei! by subsection (8), and shall be so made that the dis­
triats -shall' he composed of compact, contignonsterritory, no one of which shall contain 
over 1,000 vnters, except that in cities of the first class such districts may contain 800 
registered voters. In towns no district shall contain more than 60 per cent of the voters 
therein, except tllat if such division results in 3 or more districts, than no district shall 
contain more than' 40 pel' cent of the voters therein nor less than 20 per cent. The order 
or resolution making' such division shall be filed with the propel' city, village or town 
clerk, who shall within 5 days after such filing transmit a copy thereof to the county 
clerk, and in towns and villages the clerks thereof shall post copies of such order or reso­
lution in 5 public places therein. 

(3) The order or resolution shall designate the districts by numbers, and the place 
where the election in each shall be held, which place shall be fixed with a view to the con­
I'enience of the largest number of voters. 

(4) The order dividing' a town into districts shall designate the persons who shall 
act as election officers, if present in the district or districts thereby created. 

(5) The persons so designated shall possess the qualifications hereinafter prescribed, 
and represent the political parties in accordance with the provisions of this chapter re­
specting' the officers of election in cities and villages. One of the persons named as in­
spectors for each district shall be designated as chairman. 

(6) When a town is thus divided into election districts, the annual town business 
meeting' and special town elections shall be held at election district number one; and 
all annual town, judicial and other elections shall be held at the districts as divided. 

(7) It shall be competent for town boards, village trustees 01' common councils to 
change the boundaries of election districts without creating new districts, or to consoli­
date two or more districts within the same town, village or city, subject to the foregoing 
conditions as to time, compactness of territory, filing of a copy of the order or resolution 
and posting copies thereof. ' 

(8) Whenever a part of any town is annexed to a city or village, the town board may 
redistrict the election precincts in such town, without regard to provisions of subsection 
(2) as to the time when such division shall be made, but subject to the requirements as to 
compactness of telTitory, filing' of a copy of the order 01' resolution hnd posting copies 
thereof. 

(9) Any action heretofore taken by a town board in redistricting election precincts as 
provided in subsection (8) of this section is hereby validated. 

6.06 Compulsory division of election districts. If the council or board whose duty 
to make a division shall have become imperative under section 6.05 shall fail 01' l'efuse 
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so to do as therein specified, any voter of such city, town or village may apply to the 
proper circuit court or the presiding judge thereof for an order compelling such division. 
Such court 01' judge may, after reasonable notice has been given to the councilor board 
proceeded against, order su('h division if it appear that it has become the duty thereof 
to make the same. Failure to obey such order within the time specified, unless the same 
be stayed 01' superseded, shall be deemed a criminal contempt. Until divided all elections 
shall be held in the districts as previously established. 

6.07 Alteration of election districts in Indian reservations. (1) Existing election 
districts located within the boundaries of Indian reservations are continued until altered 
as provided by law. . 

(2) The county board of any county containing any such reservation in whole or in 
part may, by recorded resolution, consolidate election districts already existing therein, 
01' detach territory from one such district and attach it to another; and may in like man­
ner create one or more new election districts by setting off for that purpose territory 
within the reservation and within the county not previously included in any such district, 
01' by dividing a district already existing, or by making such new district to consist partly 
of territory not previously organized and partly of territory set off from existing dis­
tricts. No Hew district shall be created containillg' less than fifty resident citizens of the 
United States who are electors of the state of Wisconsin. Such new districts may be 
organized as provided by section 6.0S. 

6.08 Organization of election districts in Indian reservations. The election dis­
tricts newly created under section 6.07 shall be organized and election officers therein 
shall be appointed and elected as provided by this section: 

(1) Twenty-five qualified electors, residents of any such district, may file with the 
county judge of the county in which such district is situated a petition asking for the 
appointment of qualified electors of the district, naming therein at least twice the number 
required for appointment, as election officers of such district. Thereupon such county 
judge by recorded order shall appoint from the persons so recommended three election 
inspectors, two election clerks and two ballot clerks who shall, after qualifying, hold their 
respective offices until their successors are duly elected and have qualified. No more than 
two inspectors and one each of the election 01' ballot clerks shall belong to the same politi­
cal party. Said county judge shall immediately file in the office of the county clerk, a 
certified copy of such order and deliver to each appointee or mail to him at his usual 
post-office address a written notice of such appointment. 

(2) At the first general election held after such appointments and biennially there­
after the qualified electors of said district shall elect, in the manner town officers are 
elected in towns, three election inspectors, two election clerks and two ballot clerks who 
shall be qualified electors of such district. A certificate of their election, signed by the 
inspectors and clerks of the election, shan be filed in the office of the county clerk within 
thirty days after such election and a duplicate thereof delivered to, or left at the residence 
of, the officers so elected within twenty days after such election. Such officers shall hold 
their respective offices for the term of two yean; and until their SllcceRsors shall be elected 
and qualified, and such terlll shall begin on the first day of January next following their 
election. 

(3) Every officer so elected shall, before the commencement of his terlll of office, file 
in the office of the county clerk of the county in which his district is located, his oath of 
office as prescribed in section 6.34; and every such offiQer chosen to fill a vacancy shall 
take such oath before entering upon the discharge of his duties, and file the same in writ" 
ing with the county clerk within twenty days thereafter. 

(4) Such election officers shall have all the powers, rights and privileges, perform all 
the duties and be subject to all the penalties, including those of boards of canvassers, of 
like election officers in towns. The officers appointed by the county judge shall, at least 
foul' weeks before the date of the first caucus, primary election 01' general. election at 
which the electors of such district are entitled to vote, fix the polling place of such dis­
trict, which shall be as centrally and conveniently located as practicable, publish notice 
of such place in at least one weekly newspaper published in the county wherein said dis­
trict is located, and post copies of such notice in at least foul' of the most public places 
in such district. They shall also provide suitable election booths. 

(5) All laws relating to the right of electors to hold caucuses and primary elections 
and be represented at conventions, as preliminaries to the elections at which the voters 
provided for by this section are entitled to vote, and all laws relating to the conduct of 
elections, the filling of vacancies, the compensation of election officers, the ballots, the 
manner of voting, the canvass and return of votes, which are applicable to election dis-
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tricts in general, shall be applicable to all election districts authorized by this section, so 
far as such laws are not in conflict with this section. 

6.09 Adjournment of election to another place. Whenever it shall become impos­
sible or inconvenient to hold an election at the place designated therefor, the board of in­
spectors, after having assembled at, 01' as neal' as practicable to, such place, and before 
receiving any votes, may acljol1l'll to the nearest cOllyenient place for holding the election, 
and at such adjoul'lled place shall forthwith proceed with the election. Upon such ad. 
journment said board shall cause proclamation thereof to be made, and shall station a con. 
stable or other propel' person at the place where the adjoul'llment was made to notify all 
electors arriving at such place of the adjournment and the place to which it was made. 

. 6.10 Election notice by secretary of state. (1) The secretary of state, not later 
than the fifteenth day of September in each year in which state officers, United States sen­
ators, representatives in congress, members of the assembly and state senatOl'S are to be 
elected for a full term of office, 01' in which electors of president and vice president are to 
be elected, shall make out a notice in writing stating that at the next general election to 
be held on the Tuesday next succeeding the first Monday in November following the 
officers aforesaid, or so many of such officers as are then to be chosen, are to be elected, 
and specifying in the case of such representatives and senators the respective districts 
in which they are to be elected; and whenever officers are to be chosen to fill vacancies, the 
names of the last incumbents of said offices and the flate of expiration of terms for which 
they were elected shall be given; and also any constitutional amendment or other question 
to be submitted to the elcctors of the state for a popular vote. The secretary of state shall 
append to each such cOllstitutional ame.ndment or other question to be submitted to the 
people a brief statement of the change that will be made in the constitution or the existing 
laws if such amendment or other question so submitted shall be ratified or approved by the 
people at such election. Such statement shall contain no argument for or against any 
such amendment 01' other question so submitted. The said secretary shall publish a copy 
·of such notice in the official state paper once in each week from not later than the last 
Friday of September until the election to which it refers. 

(2) The secretary of state shall not later than the fifteenth day of September transmit 
by mail a like notice to the county clerk of each county, specifying the said officers to be 
voted for in said county. 

6.11 Election notice by county clerk. (1) The county clerk thereupon shall forth­
with prepare under his signature and seal a notice containing so much of the notice of 
the secretary of state as may be applicable to his county, including constitutional amend­
ments or other questions, together with a staten,tent of the several county officers to be 
elected by the voters of his county and cause the same to be published as provided in 
section 6.82. Commencing not later than the last Friday of September, such notic!? shall 
be published Ol1ce each week until election. In .all counties having a population of five 
hundred thousand 01' 1110re and commencing not later than the second Friday of October, 
such notice shall be published oncc each week for two consecutive weeks. 

(2) The county clerk shall transmit not later than the second Friday of October, 2 
or more copies of such notice to every town, city and village clerk of his county. 

[6.12 Stats. 1937 l'elJealed by 1939 c. 269] 

6.13 General registration statutes not applicable to Milwaukee. . The provisions of 
sections 6.15, 6.16, 6.17 and 6.18, respecting the registration of electors, shall not apply 
in counties having a population of three hundred thousand or more. . 

6.14 Registration of electors. (1) In every city, village, and town having a 
population of five thousand or more, exclusive of the inmates of any state penal institution 
or insane hospital, and in every city, village and town of less than five thousand popula­
tion in counties having a population of three hundred thousand 01' more, a registry of 
electors shall be lPade in every election district thereof. Such registration shall be 
applicable to all elections and all primaries. Until the population of any city, vill~ge 
or tbwn has been determined by a United States census no registry shall .be made therein, 
except as otherwise provided in this section. 

(2) In any city, village or town havirig a population of less than five thousand, ac­
cording to the last United Statescenslls, the common council, board of trustees, or board 
of supervisors, as the case may be, may, by ordinance authorize and require registration 
for all elections in such city, village or town, and may rescind its own action jn like manner. 

(3) In any city, village or town of less than fivc thousand population and in every city, 
village 01' to";'11 whose popnJation has never heen determined by a Unitecl Stntes census, 
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fifteen pel' cent of the number of voters voting at the last general election for governor, 
may file with the city, village 01' town clerk at least sixty days before any election, a peti­
tion demanding a registry of electors in such city, village 01' town and thereupon registra­
tion shall be made in the manner provided by law. 

(4) When registration is ordered or directed as provided in subsection (2) or (3) of 
this section, it shall be applicable to all elections held in the municipality concerned and 
may be abolished and made inapplicable by a referendum vote as provided herein. The 
vote shall be taken at the municipal, judicial or general election next held in such city, 
village or town, after filing a verified petition in the office of the clerk not less than forty 
days before such election, signed by electors therein equal in number to ten pel' cent of the 
number of votes cast therein for gove1'l1or at the last general election, praying for the sub­
mission to said electors of the question of the abolishing of the provisions aforesaid. The 
taking of such vote shall be noticed in any sUGh city in the manner municipal elections are 
noticed, and in any such town or village by posting notices in at least three public places 
in the town or village not less than ten days befm'iJ the election. '. 

(5) Whenever registration is established 01' abolished under subsections (2), (3) 01' 

(4) of this section the city, village or town clerk shall forthwith certify such action to the 
county clerk and to the secretary of state. A list of all such cities, towns and villages, of 
less than 5,000 population, shall be printed in the election pamphlet. 

6.15 Registrars. The cl81'k of each municipality in which registration is applicable 
under section 6.14 shaH have full charge and control of the registration of voters within 
the ImmicipaIity for which he is elected Or appointed. The clerk and all employes in his 
office are authorized to execute such affidavits as may be required by sections 6.16, 6.17 and 
6.18. 

6.16 Registration. (1) FORMS. The clerk shall provide a sufficient number of blank 
forms for the registration of electors (hereafter called affidavits of registration), which 
shall consist of loose-leaf sheets printed on paper of durable quality, and shall be made in 
duplicate. 

(2) FORMS. The form of the registration affidavit shall be substantially as follows: 

Residence 
i~~t' N~';;'" ....... F;'r~t' N~;~~ ....... ':M'iddi~ 'N;';'~' ·I----------.----,-------~ 
Occupation ....................................•.... street No. 

Birthplace .................................•...............•••........•..•...•.......... 

If naturalized: Name of Court ..........•...•..........................•.•..••......... 

Place ............••.....••••.............................•.............. 

Date .......................................................... . 

Through wholll naturulizcd: 

Husband 

Name ...•...•....•.•••..••.•................................... 
Father 

AFFIDA.VIT OF REGISTRA.TION. 

Ward and 
Precinct 

STATE OF WISCONSIN, County of 
I hereby swear (01' affirm) that I am a citizen of the United States, that on the day of 

the next election I shall be at least twenty-one years of age, and shall have resided in the 
state of Wisconsin for one year next preceding said election, and in the election district 
ten days, and that I am legally qualified to vote. 

Subscribed and sworn before me this .... day of •••• 

• I" If •• 

Signature of registration officer Signature of voter 
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VOTING RECORD. 

Stamp or write the date of each election at which the elector votes on the first vacant 
space 

....................... , ......................................................... ' ................... . 

(3) NmIERICAL ORDER OF REGISTRATIONS. The original affidavits of registration shall 
be filed by precincts, aTI'anged in numerical order of houses located on each street sepa­
rately, commencing with the lowest and ending with the highest number within the precinct, 
and the affidavits of all electors registered from the same address shall be arranged in alpha­
betical order. The streets shall be aTI'anged in successive geographical order from east to 
west and north to south. . 

(4) ALPHABETICAL REGISTRATION. The duplicate affidavits shall be filed in exact al­
phabetical order for the entire municipality without regard to precincts and shall be kept 
in the office of the clerk. 

(5) CUSTODY OF REGISTER, USE AT POLLS. The original affidavits shall constitute the 
official register of the respective precincts, and before being turned over to the election in­
spectors for use at the polls shall be securely bound in suitable binders. The official pre­
cinct register shall be sent by the clerk to the inspectors of election for use at the polls at 
each election 01' primary, and shall be consulted whenever necessary or propel'. In case of 
any discrepancy between the official register and the registry lists provided for in this sec­
tion, the official register shall be controlling. The official register shall, with all convenient 
dispatch and within two days, be returned to the clerk of the municipality. 

(6) COPIES OF REGISTER, RECORDING VOTERS, RETURNS. After the close of registration 
prior to any election 01' primary the clerk shall prepare one original typewritten copy and 
at least two carbon copies of the list of registered electors for each precinct of the munici­
pality, which registry lists shall contain the full name and address of each registered elector 
and shall be arranged in the same order as the register of electors. The original copy and 
one carbon copy shall be fUl'nished to the election inspectors of each election district for 
use at the polls. The registry lists shall contain a blank column for the entry of the serial 
numbers of the electors when they vote, blank spaces to enter the names of electors who 
vote by affidavit, and also a fOl'mof certificate setting forth that each list is a true and 
complete combined check and poll list of the respective precincts, which form shall be filled 
in and signed by the three inspectors of election in each precinct; such combined check and 
poll lists, duly verified, to be returned as provided by law. 

(7) POLL LIST. Two election officers of each election precinct shall have charge of the 
registry lists and shall write after the name of each voter the serial number of his vote as 
the same is polled, beginning with the number one, and these lists so kept shall be in lieu 
of the polllist required by sections 6.45 and 6.49. The nanies of all qualified electors who 
vote by affidavit as provided by section 6.44 shall be added to said list. 

(8) PUBLIC RECORD. Additional copies of the registry lists shall be open to public 
inspection at the office of the city cleI;k as soon as they are completed. 

(10) RECORDING VOTERS. After each election 01' primary the clerk of the municipality 
shall make a record of each elector who has voted at that election 01' 'primary by stamping 
or writing the date of the election or primal'y in the appropriate space on the original regis­
tl'ation affidavit of the elector. 

6.17 Registration. (1) ApPLICATIONS TO REGISTER, FINAL DAY. The clerk of the 
municipality shall receive applications for registration at his office during regular office 
hours throughout the year, a'nd at such other places and at such times as he may deem 
advisable, except that registration for any election or primary shall be closed at 5 p. m. 
central time on the second Wednesday next preceding the election or primary. At the 
first primary election conducted after September 1, 1927, any qualified voter shall be 
permitted to register at the polls on the day of election and vote at such election. Such 
registration shall be conducted by the regular election officers, 01' in the discretion of the 
city council, by a special registration deputy appointed by the city clerk for each precinct. 
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(2) PERSONAL APPLICATION. Applications for I'egistration shall be made in person 
by the elector who shall be required to sign the original and duplicate affidavits. 

(3) REGISTERED APPLICANT. If any elector applying for registration is already regis­
tered in another municipality within the state of Wisconsin he shall so state this fact to 
the registration officer and shall sign an authorization to cancel the previous registration 
on a form substantially as follows: 

I hereby authorize the cancellation of my previous registration at the following ad-
dl'ess ................................. 1 ••••••••••••••••• , •• 

Signature .... . ... , 
Pl'esent address ........... , .........•••.............. I • 

The clerk shall cause all such authorizations to be mailed to the propel' registration offi­
cer not later than twenty-four hours following the close of registration prior to any elec­
tion or primary. 

(4) ENTRIES ON REGISTER. The registration officer shall make proper entries upon the 
affidavit of registration after due inquiry of the applicant for registration. Before the 
first name of a woman elector he shall enter Mrs. 01' Miss, as the case may be. 

(5) ABSENT ELEOTOR. Any elector who is more than fifty miles away from his legal 
residence may be registered prior to the close of registration before any election or primary 
in the following manner: He shall secure from the clerk of the municipality blank regis­
tration affidavits with suitable instructions, and shall appeal' before a notary' public 01' 

other officer legally authorized to administer oaths, and have the original and duplicate 
registration affidavits properly made out and signed by the elector. The notary public 01' 

other officer administering the oath shall sign his name on the line for the signature of the 
registration officer and affix his seal thereto. The original and duplicate shall be returned 
to the clerk of the municipality, and shall reach him not later than the close of office 
hours on the last day of registration prior to the election 01' primary in order for the elector 
to be registered for that election or primary. 

(6) TRANSFERS. Any registered elector may upon change of residence within the mu­
nicipality cause his registration to be transferred to his new address by sending to the clerk 
a signed request, stating his present address and the address from which he was last regis­
tered, or by applying in person for a transfer. The clerk shall strike thrcugh the last 
address, ward and precinct number and record the new address, ward and precinct num­
ber on the original and duplicate affidavits, and shall place the original affidavit in propel' 
precinct register. 

(7) TRANSFERS. The clerk may transfer the registration of any elector upon the re­
ceipt of reliable information that such elector has changed his l'esidence, but in such cases 
he shall mail to the elector a form notice of the transfer, as a means of avoiding errors and 
informing the elector that he is duly registered from the new address. It shall be the duty 
of the clerk to procure monthly a list of all transfers of electric and gas service in such 
municipality during the preceding month. From such list the clerk shall transfer the reg­
istration of electors who have changed their residence within the municipality. 

(8) REGISTRATION OABDS. A registration cal'd shall be delivered to each elector mak­
ing application to vote by affidavit, who shall properly illl out such card and submit the 
same to the clerk before a certificate is supplied pursuant to subsection (3) of section 
6.44. Each clerk shall include in subsequent registry lists the names of persons who ille 
such cal'ds, provided such persons are then entitled to be placed on the registry list. 

6.18 Register of electors. (1) REVISION. The clerk shall revise and correct the reg­
istration records as follows: 

(a) Following every general November election in even-numbered years he shall ex­
amine the registration I'ecords and shall cancel the registration of all voters who have not 
voted within a period of two years. Provided, that each such voter shall be sent a notice 
through the mails substantially as follows: 

NOTICE OF SUSPENSION OF REGISTRATION. 
You are hereby notified that your registration will be canceled according to state law, 

for failure to vote within a two-year period, unless you apply for reinstatement within 
thirty days. You may reinstate your registration by signing the statement below and re­
turning it to this office 01' by applying in person. 

ApPLICATION FOR REINSTATEMENT OF REGISTRATION. 
I hereby certify that I still reside at the address from which I am registered and apply 

for reinstatement of registration. 
Signed ........ , 
Present address ....................................... ~ 
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After the expil'a tion of thirty days the clerk shall cancel the registration of all electors 
thus notified who have not applied fOl' reinstatement. A proper entry shall be made on 
the voting record of the affidavit of registration of all electors whose registration is rein­
stated. Any elector whose registration has been canceled may be registered again by mak­
ing a new application f01; registration to the clerk of the municipality. 

(2) VITAL STATISTICS. At suitahle intervals and at least oncc a month the clerk shall 
secure. from the local register of vital statistics a list ·of all persons over twenty-one years 
of age who have died, and shall compare this list with the registration lists and cancel the 
registration of all deceased electors. 

(3) CANCELLATIONS. Upon the receipt of an ahthol'ization of cancellation of regis­
tration f~'om the elector the clerk shaH cancel said registration. 

(4) CHALLENGES OF REGISTRATION. Any elector of the municipality may challenge 
the l'egistration of Il-ny registered elector by submitting to the clerk a written affidavit that 
such elector is not qualified to vote, which affidavit shall specify the grounds upon which 
the challenged elector is disqualified. Upon receipt of such affidavit the clerk shall mail 
to the challenged elector at his registered adch'ess a notification of the challenge. If the 
challenged elector fail to appear before the clerk within one week and answer the questions 
and take the oath required of persons challenged on the same grounds at election, the clerk 
shall cancel his registration. 

(5) REUOVALS CHECKED. Upon receipt of reliable information that a registered elec­
tOT has 1l19Ved away from the municipality, the clerk shall notify such elector through the 
mail at his registered address, stating the source of the information, and if the electol' does 
not apply for continuation of registration within thirty days, his registration shall be can­
eeled. 

(6) ENTRY OF CANCELLATIONS. When a registration is canceled the clerk shall cause 
to be made a proper entry upon both the original and duplicate affidavits of registration, 
indicating t~]e date, the cause for cancellation, and the initials of the person making- the 
cancellation. The original canceled affidavit shall pe permanently filed in the office of the 
clerk. 

(7) REGISTER PUBLIC. The registration l'ecords shall be open for Imblic inspection, and 
any citizen may make or cause to be made a copy of the registration lists under rules and 
regulations pl'escribed by the clerk. 

6.185 Permanent registration, Milwaukee county. (1) Except in cities of the first 
class, the clerk of each municipality in which reg-istration is applicable under section 
0.14 in counties having three hundred thousand or more inhabitants, shall have full charge 
and control of the registration of voters within the municipality for which he is elected 
or appointed, and registration shall be made as herein provided. 

(2) The clerk shall prepare a sufficient supply of l'egistration cards, in form as neal' 
as may be practical as provided in section 10.10 of the statutes, as shall be directed by 
resolution adopted by the governing- board of such municipality. Such cal'ds shall be 
furnished by the clerk to any person applying for them, either in person or by mail. 

(3) The clerk shall, as soon as convenient after this section takes effect, fill in the 
spaces provided in such cards, from the poll list kept at the last preceding general 01' 

municipal election, the last printed registration lists, together with the name of every 
person known by the clerk to be an elector of the mU'nicipality. As soon as the clel'k 
shall have completed filling the blanks in such registration cards, he shall file the same 
in his office, and arrange the names of thevotel'S in each precinct in alphabetical order or 
by streets. Such registration cards when so filed shall be the official registry for each pre­
cinct subject to be 'revised and corrected by the clerk as herein provided. 

(4) The clerk spall revise and correct the first ·registration as prepared by him: 
(Ii) By striking therefrom the nall1e of any person kilOwn by him to have died or 

removed from the district where he is registered, or who shall be proved, by the oath of 
two electors of the district, to be not entitled to vote therein at the next ensuing election 
or primary election, unless such pel'son shall appeal', and if challeng'ed, shall make affidavit 
stating his name and the period of his continuous residence in the election district, and 
his place of l'esidence therein, and in cll-se he is of foreign hirth, stating when he came 
to the United States and to ·thisstate, and the time and place when he became a citizen 
of the United States, and that heis elltitled to vote at the election or primary; 

(b) By filing the nall1e of every elector entitled to vote in that district at the next 
election or pl'imal'Y who shall file a registration card such as hereinbefore p~ovided for 
pl'operly filled in and sworn to '.before said clerk. In every case of a name stricken from 
the registration the reason therefor shall .be stated in writing on the registration carel. 
All such cards shRllbe filed in a separate index and kept for a period of three yeal's. 

(c) The clerk of the municipality shall receive applications for l'egistl'ation at his 
office during regular office hours throughout the year, and at such other places and at 
such times as he may deem advisable, except that 1'egistration for any election 01' primal'Y 
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shall be closed at 5 p. m. central time on the second Wednesday next preceding the elec­
tion 01' primary. 

(5) Any perSOll who is not twenty-two years of age before the date when the registra­
tion is required to be corrected, and who will, if he lives Ulltil the day of the election, 
attain the age of twenty-one years on or before such day, shall have his name included 
in such registration if he be otherwise qualified to be an elector. 

(6) (a) After such registration shall have been fully completed, as herein provided, 
no votes shall be received in any primary 01' election in such municipality if the name of 
the person offering to vote be not registered, except as provided in subsection (4) and 
as hereinafter provided in this subsection. . 

(b) Any person who has not previously filed a registration card, but who is a quali­
fied elector in the precinct where he offers to vote, shall, nevertheless, be entitled to vote 
at such primary or election, providing he shall deliver to the inspectors of election a reg­
istration card properly filled out and sworn to by himself, 01', if he cannot obtain such a 
card, an affidavit stating the same facts as provided on said card; and, provided that his 
oath or affidavit is substantiated by the affidavit of two freeholders, electors in such pre­
cinct, corroborating all the material statements therein. The clerk shall provide a suffi­
cient number of registration cards with the required affidavit forms printed thereon and 
shall distribute them to the election inspectors at the booth; and the inspectors shall de­
liver at least one card to each voter making application therefor. No compensation shall 
be paid or received for taking or certifying any affidavit required, No freeholder shall be 
competent to make at anyone election or primary corroborating affidavits for more than 
five voters. All such registration cards and affidavits shall be sworn to in the office of the 
clerk before some official authorized by law of this state to administer oaths, or before 
the clerk. Said clerk shall include in subsequent printed registration lists the nallles of 
the persons who filed such cards, providing such persons are then entitled to be placed in 
the officialregiRtration. . 

(c ) No such affidavit shall be made on the day on which the polls are open, except for 
changes of address by registered voters. 

(7) (a) After the last Tuesday preceding a primary, the clerk shall forthwith cause 
to be printed from the official registration cards, for use at the primary and the election, 
respectively, sufficient printed lists of such complete and corrected registration for each 
precinct, and shall calise at least six copies to be posted forthwith in separate places 
in said precinct. 

(b) Six copies of such printed precinct registry shall be furnished to each inspector 
for each primary and election, of which two shall be used as check lists and in lieu of 
poll lists, at the primary and at the election. To this end, two inspectors at each pre­
cinct at each primary and election shall write after the name of each voter the serial 
number of his vote as the same is polled, and shall hand to each voter suitable certifica­
tion slips, numbered serially, to be furnished by the clerk for this purpose, A special 
blank column shall be provided on the final printed registration list for this purpose; 
also a form of certificate, setting forth that each list is a true and complete combined 
check and poll list of the respective precincts, which shall be filled in and signed by the 
three inspectors of election in each precinct; such combined check and poll list, duly 
verified, to be returned as provided by law. 

(8) The clerk shall obtain at least two competitive bids for the printing of the blank 
registration cards and the printed registration lists, and shall award the contract therefot 
to the lowest competent and responsible bidder. The clerk shall certify the expense of 
the printing of such cards and lists to the govel'lling' board of the municipality, who 
shall audit and pay the same out of the general fund. 

(9) The clerk shall receive such sum for cOlllpensation as registration clerk as the 
governing board of each municipality may fix, to be paid out of the general fund. 

(10) Any elector who is more than 50 miles away from his legal residence may be 
registered prior to the close of registration, before any election or primary in the follow­
ing manner: He shall secure from the office of the municipal clerk a blank registration 
affidavit with suitable instructions, and shall appeal' before a notary public or other public 
officer legally authorized to administer oaths and have said registration affidavit properly 
made out and signed hy said elector. The notary public or other officer administering 
the oath shall sign his name on the line for signature of the registration officer. The reg­
istration affidavit when properly executed, as herein provided, shall be returned to the 
office of said clerk and shall reach said office not later than the dose of office hours on 
the last day of registration prior to the election or primary in order for such elector to 
be registered for that election 01' primary. 

6.19 Certification of nominees and constitutional amendments by secretary of state. 
(1) Not less than twenty-five days hefore any April or Novemher election the secretary of 
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state shall transmit to each county clerk a certified list cQntaining the name, description 
and post-office address of each person nominated for any office for whom any of the elec­
tors of such county are entitled to vote at such election, together with a designation of the 
office for which each is a candidate, and the party or principle each represents, if any, 
whose nominations are on file in his office. Names of candidates nominated pursuant to 
section 5.28 shall be certified forthwith upon the filing of nominations with the secretary of 
state. 

(2) In certifying the names of candidates for the office of justice of the supreme court, 
judge of the circuit court, state superintendent, and delegates to national party conven­
tions, the secretary of state shall depignate the order in which the names of candidates shall 
be printed upon the official ballot in each assembly district. 

(3) For the purpose of determining the order in which the names of candidates for 
justice of the snpreme court, state superintendent, and delegates at large to national party 
conventions shall be placed upon the official ballot, the secretary of state shall number the 
assembly (listricts consecutively from one to one hundred in the order of their population, 
according to the last preceding census, beginning with the district having the largest popu­
lation, which shall be numbered one. 

(4) In determining' the order in which the names of candidates for circuit judge and 
district delegates to national conventions shall be placed upon the ballot, the secretary of 
state shall number the assembly districts 01' parts of a district within the judicial circuit 
01' congressional district consecutively from one upwards, in the order of their population, 
according to the last preceeling census, beginning with the district having the largest popu­
lation, which shall be numbered one. 

(5) The secretary of state shall arrange the surnames of the candidates for each office 
alphabetically for the first assembly district; thereafter for each succeeding district the 
name appearing first for each office in the last preceding district shall be placed last. 

(6) Whenever a constitutional amendment or other question is required to be submitted 
to a vote of the people, the secretary of state shall, not less than twenty-five days prior 
to the election at which such amendment or question is required to be submitted, transmit 
by mail a certified copy thereof to each county clerk in the state. 

6.20 Judicial and school election; rotation of names. (1) For the purpose of de­
termining- the order in which the names of candidates for county judg-e shall be placed on 
the officiallJallot, the county clerk shall prepare a list of the election precincts in his county 
by arranging the various towns, cities, and villages of the county in alphabetical order and 
the wards or precincts of each city, villag-e, or town in numerical order under the name of 
such city, village, 01' town. 

(2) For the purpose of determining the order in which the names of c!).ndidates for 
county superintendent of schools shall be placed on the official ballot, the county clerk 
shall prepare a list of the precincts in each superintendent district in his county by ar­
ranging the various towns, cities, and villag-es of the district in alphabetical order and the 
wards or precincts of each city, village, or town in numerical order lmdel' the name of 
such city, village, or town. 

(3) The county clerk shall arrange the surnames of all candidates for county judge anel 
superintendent of schools alphabetically for the first precinct in the list, and thereafter, in 
each succeeding- precinct, the name appearing- first for each office in the last preceding 
precinct shall be placed last. 

6.21 Publication of official ballot. (1) Before an election to fill any public office 
01' at which a constitutional 01' other question is submitted, the county or city clerk of each 
county or city shall cause to be published a facsimile of the official ballot the size of which 
shall not be less than one-third the area of the actual ballot. 

(2) Said publication shall be preceded with a notice of the time and place of holding­
the election, together with information to the voter for marking his ballot, which notice 
and information shall be substantially in the form provided in section 6.22, to be varied 
and modified according to the nature of the election. 

(3) (a) Such publication shall be made twice in daily 01' weekly newspapers ill 
counties 01' cities having such, one of which publications in daily papers shall be on the 
pUblication day preceding the election and the other pUblication one week previously, and 
when published in a weekly paper the dates shall be desig-nated by the county clerk. 

(b) In all counties having a population of five hundred thousand 01' more such 
publication shall be made once in daily 01' weekly newspapers ill counties 01' cities having­
such, which publication in daily papers shall be on the publication day preceding- the 
election, and when published in a weekly paper the .date shall be designated by the 
county clerk. 



99 ELEOTIONS 6.22 

(c) In any county where voting machines are used exclusively in one or more towns, 
cities or villages, publication of the facsimile of the official voting machine ballot shall 
be made once in one or more daily or weekly newspapers published in the town, city or 
village using such voting machines, if a newspaper be published therein, otherwise in a 
newspaper of general circulation therein. The newspapers and dates of publication shall 
be designated by the county clerk. 

(tl) Such facsimile ballot notice, when published in a city using voting machines, 
shall include a sample ballot in the form of a diagram showing the face of the machine 
with the official ballot thereon, together with instructions to the voter for the proper 
operation of the machine. If such ballot includes offices to be voted for, other than offices 
of the town, city or village, the cost of publication of such facsimile ballot shall be pro­
rated between the county and the town, city or village in proportion to the amount of 
space used for each type of office. In such case the county clerk shall provide for the 
form of the ballot, placing thereon such town, city or village offices and the names of 
persons to be voted for according to information which shall be supplied him by the clerk 
of the town, city 01' village. The county clerk shall order the printing' .<!1f such ballot and 
shall bill the town, city 01' village for its propel' proportionate share of such cost. 

(5) Lists of delegates to national conventions and lists of president;i'Jelectors shall be 
published once each week for two consecutive weeks in manner provi(~ &'-subsection (4) 
of section 5.08. " be t, 

I a' 
6.22 Form of facsimile ballot notice; information to voters; publication and fee. 

(1) In making publication of a facsimile ballot notice, the county clerk shall precede the 
same with a statement SUbstantially in the following form: 

FAOSIMILE BALLOT NOTICE OF ELEOTION 

OJ,lice of County Clerk. 
To the Electors of .... County: 

Notice is hereby given that a· .... election is to be held in the several towns, 'Wards, 
villages, and election precincts in the county of .... , on the .... day 'of .... , 19 .. , at 
which the officers named below are to be chosen. The names of the candidates for each 
office to be voted for, whose nominations have been certified to 01' filed in this office, are 
given under the title of the office and under the appropriate party or other b8lJ~lrl 
each in its proper column, together with the question submitted to a vote, in ' 8 hole 
ballot below. ~, / 

INFORMATION TO VOTERS 

The following instructions are given for the information and guidance of voters: 
(a) A voter upon entering the polling place and giving his name and residenrle, will 

receive a ballot from the ballot clerk which must have indorsed thereon the names or 
initials of both ballot clerks, and no other ballot can be used. Upon receiving his ballot, 
the voter must retire alone to a booth or compartment and prepare the same for voting. 
A ballot clerk may inform the voter as to the proper manner of marking a ballot, but he 
must not advise or indicate in any manner whom to vote for. 

(b) If a voter wishes to vote for all the candidates nominated by any party he shall 
make a cross or other mark under the party designation printed at the top of the ballot in 
the circle made for that purpose. A ballot so marked and baving no other mark will be 
counted for all the candidates of that party in the column underneath, unless the names 
of some of the candidates of the party have been erased or a name shall be written in or a 
cross mark be placed in the square at the right of the name or names of candidates in 
another column. If the voter does not wish to vote for all the candidates nominated by 
one party, he shall mark his ballot by making a cross or mark in the square at the right 
of the name of the candidate for whom' he intends to vote, or by inserting or writing in 
the name of the candidate. 

(c) A voter may vote for an entire group of candidates for presidential electors by 
making a cross (X) or mark in the square opposite the names of candidates for president 
and vice president for whose electors he desires to vote. 

(d) A voter may vote upon a question submitted to a vote of the people by making a 
cross (X) or mark in the square at the right of the answer which he intends to give. 

(e) The ballot should not be marked in any other manner. If the ballot be spoiled, it 
must be returned to the ballot clerk, who must issue another in its stead, but not more than 
three in all shall be issued to any on8 voter. Five minutes' time is allowed in booth to 
mark ballot. Unofficial ballots or memorandum to assist the voter in marking his ballot 
can be taken into the booth, and may be used to copy from. The ballot must not be 
shown so that any person can see how it has been marked by the voter. 

(f) After it is marked it should be folded so that the inside cannot be seen, but so 
that the printed indorsements and signatures of the ballot clerks on the outside may be. 
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sent to the election booths in proportion to the number of voters as indicated in the report 
filed in accordance with the p1'ovisions of subsection (1), to be there distributed by the 
inspectors of election to voters upon application therefor. Such ballots shall be paid for 
in the same manner that the official ballots shall be paid fo1', without additional charge 
for composition. 

6.27 Party committees may order sample ballots. Any political committee may at 
its own expense order a larger supply of sample ballots than is required by section 6.26. 

6.28 Election supplies. Each county clerk shall cause to be printed in the same 
manner and at the same time that official ballots are printed a sufficient number of poll lists 
and other supplies required by law for the conduct of elections, for each precinct in the 
county. Official oaths of the inspectors, cle1'ks of election and ballot clerks shall be 
printed in said poll lists. Such poll lists and election supplies shl\ll be delive1'ed by such 
clerks when the official ballots for each precinct are delivered in the sealed package con­
taining the official ballots. 

6.29 Distribution of official ballots. (1) Each county clerk shall send the ballots 
printed pursuant to his o1'der as provided by law to the proper town, village and city 
clerks in his county, so as to be received by them at least 10 days previous to the opening' 
of the polls on the day of election. Five per cent of the ballots for each precinct shall be 
retained by the county clerk and another 5 pel' cent may be sent to the clerk in separate 
packages to enable him to meet applications for ballots from absent voters, pursuant to 
sections 11,54 and 11,68, and the remainder in separate sealed packages with marks .on 
the outside of each clearly designating the polling place for which they are intended and 
the number of ballots of each kind inclosed. 

(2) Each town, village and city clerk shall send to the proper boards of inspectors in 
his town, village or city, before the day of election, the unbroken packages of ballots so 
received by him from the county clerk. 

(3) Each town, village and city clerk, and each presiding 01' senior election officer, on 
receiving any package as aforesaid from a county or city clerk shall return to the sender 
a receipt therefor, and keep a record of the time when, and the manner in which, the 
several packages were received by him. 

(4) The receipts aforesaid shall be preserved by city and county clerks for the period 
of one year, after which they may be destroyed. 

(5) In case the ballots to be furnished to any city, village, town or voting place shall 
fail for any reason to be duly delivered, 01' in case after delivery they shall be destroyed, 
lost or stolen, it shall be the duty of the clerk of snch city, village or town to cause other 
ballots to be prepared in printing or writing, substantially in the form of the original 
ballots; and upon receipt of such other ballots, accompanied by a statement under oath 
by such clerk, that the same have been so prepared and furnished by him to replace the 
original ballots not delivered 01' so destroyed, lost or stolen, the election officers shall caUSB 
the substituted ballots to be used in lieu of the original ballots. 

(6) If from any cause the ballots are not ready for distribution at any polling place 
as provided by law, or if the supply shall be exhausted before the polls are closed, fac­
simile unofficial ballots may be used, but the voter using it lllust, before voting, present it 
unmarked to the ballot clerks, have their signatures or initials indorsed thereon, and then 
he shall prepare it for voting. 

6.30 Oonstruction of polling booths. All officers upon whom is imposed by law the 
duty of designating polling' places shall, under the penalties elsewhere prescribed, provide 
and maintain in each polling place designated by them a sufficient number of places 01' 

compartments, at least twenty-four inches wide and deep, with shelves for writing', which 
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challenger for each political party and its candidates and to observe the proceedings of 
election officers. Such appointments may be made by the county or other proper local 
committee of the party making such nominations. Candidates nominated by nomination 
papers and candidates for city offices, may themselves make snch appointments. Each 
such appointment shall be in writing under the hand of the person making it, specifying 
the name and residence of the appointee, election district for which he is appointed, and 
the name of some substitute to be appointed in case of his failure to ser_ve 01' absence from 
the polling place, and be filed with the clerk of the city, town or village at least three days 
before election. The clerk shall thereupon issue a permit, upon a printed slip or card, 
to such appointee, which shall be his warrant of authority to be present during the elec­
tion and to be inside the railed inclosure during the counting of the ballots. If any per­
son so appointed as agent fails to serve 01' shall be absent for any part of election day, 
the clerk may issue a permit to the substitute or alternate, who may act instead of such 
absentee or person failing to serve. 

6.32 Election inspectors and clerks. (1) Except as otherwise provided, there shall 
be three inspectors, two clerks of election and two ballot clerks at each poll at every 
election held under the provisions of this title, each of whom shall be a qualified elector 
in the election district, except for election boards serving more than one precinct pursu­
ant to section 6.045, and said electors shall be able to read and write the English language 
understandingly and not a candidate to be voted for at such election.) Provided, however, 
that at polls wherevotlng-machliles- al'e-llsecCbiiUOfClerks shaU-llO-t be employed. Not 
more than two of such inspectors, nor one of said clerks of election, nor one of said bal­
lot clerks, shall be members of the same political party, but each one of said officers shall be 
a member of one of the two political parties which cast the largest vote in the district at 
the last preceding general election, the party which cast the largest vote being entitled to 
two inspectors, one clerk and one ballot clerk, and the party receiving the next largest 
vote being entitled to the remainder of said officers. The basis for such division shall be 
the vote of each party for its presidential elector receiving the largest vote, 01' for its can­
didate for governor, at the last preceding general election. 

(la) The govel'l1ing body of any city, village 01' town may by ordinance, not less than 
60 days prior to any election, reduce the number of eledion officials, and may provide for 
a redistribution of the duties among the remaining officials, and may in like manner modify 
or rescind such action. 

(4) (a) The mayor of every city, except cities having 100,000 or more inhabitants, 
shall nominate to the common council tl18reof, and the president of every village shall 
nominate to the village board of trustees thereof, and the chairman of every town shall 
nominate to the town board at the first regular meeting of such council and of such village 
or town board in February of each year in which a general election is to be held, and 
if no such meeting is held, then at a special meeting, wllich he shall call for such purpose 
on the last Tuesday of said month, 3 persons for inspectors of election, 2 for clerks of 
election, and 2 for ballot clerks, in each election district therein. 

(b) Such inspectors, clerks and ballot clerks shall be chosen from a list submitted to 
the mayor of the city, or to the president of the villag'e, or to the chairman of the town 
for that purpose by the regular eounty, town, precinct or city committee of the aforesaid 
2 parties. Such list shall be submitted by the chairman from -each ward or town to the 
city, county, town or precinct committee, and only such persons so selected by the chair­
man from eacll ward or town shall act as sueh inspectors, which list shall bear the signa­
ture of the chairman and secr.etary of said eounty, city, town or precinGt committee. In 
case no such list is submitted to a town chairman he shall nominate to the town board 
such election officials as he sees fit. 

(c) Such eommon couneil or board of trustees or town board shall immediately 
approve 01' disapprove such nominations. If they disapprove as to any such nominee, 
the mayor or president 01' town chairman shall immediately nominate another person, 
qualified as aforesaid, from the list of the 2 committees representing the 2 parties which 
cast the largest vote in said district in the last general election, and the mayor or village 
president or town chairman shall continue to do so until the requisite number shall have 
been nominated and confirmed at such meeting. 

(d) The persons so appointed inspectors, clerks and ballot clerks shall hold their offices 
for 2 years and until their successors are appointed and qualified, and shall act as such 
officers at every primary, general, municipal and special election following their appoint­
ment hflld within their respective districts during such term. 

(f) If at any election there shall be a, vacancy at the polls caused by the candidacy, 
sickness, or from any other cause, of any election official required to be in attendance at 
a polling place, such vacancy shall be filled by tcmporary appointment by the city, town 
or village clerk of the city, town or village in which the polling place is located, from a 
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list of eligihle persons submitted by the county party committee of each of the 2 pre­
dominant political parties in the case of villages or towns, and the city party committee 
in the casE'! of cities. In the event that no such list is submitted such clerk may appoint 
any elector in the voting district. Such emergency appointment shall be for the day only. 

(g) Within 5 days after the appointment and confirmation of inspectors of elec­
tion, clerks of election and ballot clerks in cities, towns or villages, the clerk of each city, 
town 01' village shall transmit a notice thereof to each such appointee. Such inspectors 
of election, clerks of election and ballot clerks shall, within 10 days after the mailing of 
such notice, file with the clerk of such city, town or village an oath of office substantially 
in the following form: 

I, A. B., .... of election in the .... of .... , county of .... , do hereby solemnly 
swear (or affirm) that I will support the constitution of the United States and the con­
stitlltion of the state of 'Wisconsin and will perform the duties of .... of election accord­
ing to law and will studiously endeavor to prevent all fraud and deceit in conducting the 
same. So help me God. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this .... day of .... , A. D. 19 .••• 

And no other or further oath of office shall be required of said officers during the term 
for which he was elected. 

Any person appointed to fill a vacancy on such board of inspectors, ba.Ilot clerks or 
poll clerks, shall before entering upon the duties of his office take and suhscribe an oath 
of office similar in form to the above and any inspector of election who has taken and 
filed an oath of office may administer said oath. Any inspector having taken and filed 
the oath .of office as above prescribed may administer any oath required by law in con­
ducting registrations 01' elections. 

(h) The council of a city 01' the village board of a village or the town board of a 
town may require that all persons named on the list pursuant to paragraph (b) shall 
establish their ability to read and write the English language, with a g'eneral knowledge 
of election laws. Examinations to determine whether parties named as election officials 
meet the qualifications may be conducted by the clerk, board of election commissioners or 
such other officers as the councilor village board shall designate. 

(5) ",Vhenever a list required by paragraph (b) of subsection (4) of section 6.32 
shall not have been submitted prior to the end of January in even-numbered years,then 
appointments may be made until such list is submitted, and pursuant to paragraph (f) 
of subsection (4) of section 6.32, regardless of any such list. 

6.325 Compensation of election officers. A reasonable compensation shall be paid 
to inspectors and clerks of election, and to ballot clerks, county canvassers and messen­
gers employed and performing duties under the provisions of this chapter, to be fixed 
by the town, village or county board or common council, and paid from the treasury of 
the town, village, county or city by which employed. Every messenger sent by the gov­
ernor, secretary of state or state board of canvassers shall be paid out of the state treas­
ury a reasonable compensation to be fixed by the secretary of state, and charged to the 
proper approlwiation for the state officer or board dispatching such messenger. 

[6.33 8tats. 19311'en1t1nberecl section 6.08 by 1933 c. 433 s. 2] 

6.34 District board of canvassers. The inspectors of election shall constitute thfl 
board of canvassers of their respective cities, villages, wards 01' election districts. Pre­
vious to receiving any ballot the inspectors, clerks of election and ballot clerks shn II sev­
erally take an oath or affirmation to support the constitution of the United f?tatcs, the 
constitution of the state of v\Tisconsin, and to perform the duties of inspectors (clerks or 
ballot clerks, as the case may be) of election according to law, and to studiously endeavor 
to prevent all fraud, deceit or abuse in conducting the same. Said oath 01' affirmation 
shall be in writing, be subscribed by the person taking the same, and annexed to, and re­
turned with, the poll list to the county clerk. 

6.35 Opening and closing of polls. (1) In all cities of ten thousand inhabitants and 
over, except III first class cities, not connting inmates of any state penal institution or insane 
hospital therein situated, the polls at the general election shall be opened at six o'clock in 
the morning and closed at eight o'clock in the evening, except that in any city of the 
second or third class the governing body may by ordinance determine that the polls shall 
be opened not later than seven o'clock in the morning and closed not earlier than seven 



107 ELECTIONS 6.89 

o'clock in the evening. In cities of the first class the polls shall be opened at seven o'clock 
in the morning and closed at eight o'clock in the evening. In cities of the fourth class 
and in villages the polls at said election shall be opened at nine o'clock in the morning 
and closed at five-thirty o'clock in the evening. Any voter awaiting his tum to vote, 
whether within the polling booth or in the line outside the booth at the time of the closing 
of the polls, shall be permitted to vote. 

(2) In cities of the fourth class and in villages the city council 01' village board may 
extend the time during whieh said polls shall remain open to an hour not earlier than six 
o'clock in the morning', nor later than eigllt o'clock in the evening. Such change in time 
fixed for'the opcning 01' cloBing of the polls shall not become effective unless notice thereof 
shall have been given at least thirty days before the election by publication in a news­
paper, if there be one in tIle town, city or village, once a week for three successive weeks, 
and if there be none, by posting' such notice in three public places therein. 

(3) In towns, the polls shall be opened at nine o'clock in the morning and closed at 
five-thirty o'clock in the evening, except that the town board may extend the time during 
which said polls shall remain' open to an hour not earlier than six o'clock in the morning, 
nor later than eight o'clock in the evening. Notice of such change shall be given as provided 
in subsection (2). 

6.36 Ballot clerks. (1). The ballot clerks shall only serve on election day. It 
shall be their duty to take charge of the official ballots, write their naJlles or initials 
upon the back of each ballot, fold it in propel' manner to be deposited, and deliver 
to each voter as he enters the booth' one ballot duly folded and indorsed. They 
inay, if requested by any voter, instruct him as to the propel' manner of Jllarking his 
ballot, but shall give no advice nor suggestions, nor express any preference, nor make 
any requests as to the person or ticket the voter shall vote for. 

(2) Any election official who shall fail to properly write his name or initials upon a 
ballot 01' who shall deliver to any voter a ballot not properly indorsed as required by sub­
section (1) of this section shall be disqualified from acting' as such official and shall be 
punished by a fine of $5. 

6.37 Method of voting. On receiving his ballot the elector shall forthwith, and 
without leaving the polling place, retire alone to one of the booths or compartments to pre­
pare the same. An elector may use or copy an unofficial sample ballot which may have 
been marked. in advance of his entering the polling place, but he shall not use or bring 
into'such place any snch ballot printed upon paper of the color or quality required to be 
used for printing official ballots. After preparing his ballot, the elector shall fold it so 
that its face will be concealed and so that the printed indorsement and signatures or 
initials of the ballot clerks thereon may be seen. He shall then vote forthwith and before 
leaving the polling place. 

6.38 Exclusive individual use of election compartment. No more than one person 
shall be permitted to occupy any shelf or compartment at one time, except when assist­
ance may be required for marking a ballot, and not longer than five minutes when the 
other shelves or compartments are occupied. It shall be the duty of the presiding elec­
tion officer for the time being to enforce the observance of this provision, and to prevent 
any person from taking any notice how another person marks his ballot, unless required 
to assist as provided in section 6.40. Any voter who shall, by accident or mistake, spoil 
01' erroneonsly prepare his ballot may, on retuming the same, receive another j but not to 
exceed three in all. 

6.39 Aid in marking ballot. (1) Any voter who declares to the presiding election 
officer that he is such, that he cannot read or write, or that by physical disability, other 
than total blindness, he is unable to mark his ballot, shall be informed that he may have 
assistance, and when such assistance shall be requested, two of the inspectors, clerks or 
ballot clerks shall be selected by such voter to assist him in marking his ballot, which in­
Bpectors, clerks or ballot clerks shall not be of the same political party, and such officer 
selected to assist shall certify on the outside of the ballot that it was marked with their 
assistance, and shall thereafter give no information regarding the same. In case the voter 
is totally blind or his vision is so impaired he cannot read the ballot he may be assisted by 
any person chosen by him from among the legal yo tel's of the county in which the voting 
precinct is located. Such person so selected by any such voter shall retire to the booth 
or compartment with the elector, and shall read to him the names of all the candidates on 
the ballot for each office, and ask him, "\~hich one do you vote for~" and the ballot shall 
be l11!lrked according' to his expressed preference, and such person so selected to assist shall 
thereafter g'ive no information regarding the same. 
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(2) The presiding officer at the election may, in his discretion, require such declaration 
of disability to be made by the voter under oath, and may administer such oath. Intoxi­
cation shall not be regarded as a physical disability, and no intoxicated person shall for 
that reason be cntitled to assistance in marking his ballot. After a ballot has been 
mal'ked for a voter he shall not show it 'to any person, except that it may be submitted to 
another election officer, or if a blind man, to such person as he may select to ascertain if 
it has been marked as he desired. The clerk shall enter upon the poll list after the name 
of any elector who had assistance in marking his ballot a memorandum stating that the 
ballot was marked by two inspectors, clerks or ballot clerks, or by a person selected by a 
blind man. The provisions of this section shall apply to the marking of ballots upon 
which any question is submitted to a vote of the people. 

6.40 Receipt of ballot at door. If it shall be announced to the inspectors of any 
precinct that a voter is at the door who is unable to enter the polling place without as­
sistance, they may, in their discretion, appoint one of their number to take an official 
ballot and go to the entrance of such place and present it to such physically disabled 
person, and assist him in marking it, if such person desires him to do so. When the bal­
lot shall have been marked it sha II be folded and immediately taken into tbe polling place, 
whereupon the inspector shall distinctly announce that he holds in his hand" a ballot 
offered by ........ (naming the person), a person who is physically disabled from enter-
ing the room without assistance." He shall. then ask, "Does anyone object to the recention 
of this ballot?" If no objections are offered the ballot shall be deposited in the box, and 
a minute shall be made on the poll book by the clerks of election thus: "Ballot received 
at the door." In case objection is made to the reception of the ballot by any qualified 
eledor present the inspectors shall decide upon the objection, and if they deem it well 
founded shall destroy the ballot; otherwise it shall be deposited; if the ballot is destroyed 
the inspectors shall immediately notify the voter of the fact. 

6.41 Signature of ballot clerks on ballots. Any person who shall knowingly 
deposit a ballot in the ballot box upon which ballot the names or initials of the ballot 
clerks, or those of the issuing town, city, village or county clerk, do not appear shall be 
punished as provided in seetion 353.27, and in the canvass of the votes any ballot which 
is not indorsed by the signatures or autograph initials of such clerks shall be void, not 
counted, and be treated and preserved as a defective ballot. 

6.42 Ascertainment of intent of voter. All ballots cast at any election shall be 
counted for the persons for whom they were intended, so far as such intent can be ascer­
tained therefrom. In determining the intent the following rules shall be observed: 

(1) If the elector shall place on his ballot at a general election a cross mark 01' other 
equivalent mark or symbol under a party designation, at the head of the column, in 01' 

neal' the space indicated for that purpose, he shall be deemecl to have voted for all the 
candidates whose names appeal' in the column under such mark, unless some name or 
names shall be erased, or some name shall be written in, or unless in some other column 
he shall have placed a mark in the square at the right of the name of some other candi­
date for the same office. 

(2) At all elections, whether general 01' other, when the voter shall place a mark 
against two or more names for the same office, when only one candidate is to be chosen 
lor the office, he shall be deemed to have voted for none of them, and the ballot shall not 
be counted for either candidate therefor. . 

(3) If an elector shull mark his ballot with a cross mark (X), or any other marks, as 
I , A, V, 0, /, V, +, 

within the sqnare after, at the right of the name of any candidate, or at any place within 
the space in which the name appears indicating an intent to vote for such person, it shall 
be deemed a sufficient vote for the candidate whose name it is opposite. 

(4) When the elector shall have written the name of a person in the proper place for 
writing the same he shall be deemed to have voted for that person, althollgh he shall have 
omitted to erase the name printed in the same column for the same office, or shall have 
made a mark against the same or against any other name for the same office, or omitted to 
mark against the name written. 

(5) A ballot put in without any marks shall not be counted and a ballot not marked 
at the top shall be counted only for the persons for whom the marks therein are applicable. 

(6) In counting presidential ballots, votes shall be counted as having been cast for 
the electors of the candidates after whose names the voter has made the mark indicating 
his choice thereof. 

6.43 Court order to correct errors in ballots and notices. Whenever it shall appear 
by affidavit that an error 01' omission has occurred in the publication of the names, descrip-
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tion of candidates, or in the printing of the ballots, the circuit court of the proper connty, 
or the presiding judge thereof, may, upon application by any elector, by order, snmmarily 
require the county or city clerk to correct such error, or to show cause why it should not 
be corrected, and by order cause such correction to be fOl·thwith made after such hearing. 

6.44 Checking registry list; swearing in voters. (1) In precincts where registra­
tion is required, on any election or primary day, the inspectors shall designate one 01' 

Illore election officials, at the opening of the polls, who shall check the nallle of every 
elector voting in such district whose name is on the registry and enter thereafter his vot­
ing number. Any person whose name is not on the registry, but who is an eligible voter 
therein shall, nevertheless, be entitled to vote at such election upon compliance with the 
following provisions, and not otherwise, namely: 

(a) He shall at the time he requests his ballot, deliver to the inspectors a certificatc 
that he has filed an affidavit as provided in subsection (2) of this section. 

(b) The inspectors shall keep a list of the names and residences of the electors voting 
whose names are not on said completed registry attach such list to the registry, and return 
it, together with all such certificates, to the proper town, city or village clerk, or the elec-
tion commission in cities of the first class. ~ 

(2) Every qualified elector who has failed to register as provided by law may at any 
time after the close of registration deliver to the clerk of the municipality, or his author­
ized deputy, his affidavit in which he shall state that he is a resident of the election pre­
cinct in which he offers to vote, naming the same, that he is entitled to vote therein, thai 
he has resided in said election precinct 10 days next preceding said election, giving the 
street and number of his residence, that he is a citizen of the United States, that he is 
21 years of age, and that he has resided in the state one year next preceding said elec­
tion. In cities of the first class said affidavit shall be delivered to the duly authorized 
representative of the election commission. Said affidavit shall be substantiated by the 
affidavit of 2 freeholders, electors in such precinct, corroborating all the material state­
ments therein. Such affidavits of freeholders and electors shall be signed in the presence 
of the city clerk or election commission or duly authorized representative thereof. No 
compensation shall be paid 01' received for taking 01' certifying any such affidavit. No 
one freeholder shall be competent to make at anyone election, corroborating' affidavits for 
more than 5 voters. All such affidavits shall be sworn to before some officer authOl'izecl 
by the laws of this state to administer oaths. 

(3) Upon the filing of the affidavits required by this section, the election official shall 
issue a certificate addressed to the inspectors of the proper precinct directing that such· 
elector be permitted to cast his ballot. Such certificate shall be numbered serially, made 
in duplicate and one copy preserved in the office of the clerk of the municipality, or the 
election commission in cities of the first class. 

(4) Upon his own initiative the clerk of the municipality, or the secretary of the elec­
tion commission in cities of the first class, may, or, upon petition of five qualified electors, 
shall refer any affidavits filed under this section to the chief of police, or corresponding 
peace officer, for verification. 

(4a ) No such affidavit shall be made on the day on which the polls are open, except 
for changes of address by registered voters. 

(5) Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this section, or who shall 
falsify any affidavit filed pursuant to this section, shall, upon conviction thereof, be pun­
ished by a fine of not less than twenty-five nor more than two hunch-ed dollars, or by 
imprisonment in the county jail for not more than six months, or by both such fine 
and imprisonment. Each violation of this section shall constitute a separate and distinct 
offense. 

6.45 Poll lists; keeping and disposition. (1) The clerks of election shall keep tWQ 
poll lists on which shall be entered the full name and post-office address of each perSOll 
voting at such election in the order in which their ballots are cast; and on request of the 
inspectors each elector shall state his full name and post-office address before the ballot 
shall be received. 

(2) When any person shall have taken the oath provided in section 6 .. 44 before voting, 
the clerk shall write at the end of such person's name on the poll list the word "Sworn." 

(3) On the day following the election, one of said poll lists and one copy of the reg­
istry so kept and checked shall be attached together and filed in the office of the proper 
town, city or village clerk, and one of said poll lists lwd copy of the registry shall, with 
all convenient dispatch and within two days after the election, be returned to the county 
clerk with the returns of the election. 

6.46 Ballot boxes; construction. There shall be provided and kept by the clerk of 
each town, city or village, at the expense thereof, suitable ballot boxes for each poll therein, 
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with a suitable lock and key to each, and there shall be one opening through the lid of 
each such box of no larger size than shall be sufficient to admit a single closed ballot. 

6.47 Opening and closing of ballot boxes. The inspectors of election, or one of 
them, immediately before proclamation is made of the opening of the polls, shall open the 
ballot boxes in the presence of the people there assembled, and turn them upside down, so 
as to empty them of everything that may be in them, and lock thelli; and they shall not 
be reopened until the close of the polls for the purpose of counting the ballots therein. 

6.48 Method of voting. Each elector, having preparcd his ballot as hereinbefore 
provided, shall, publicly at the poll where he offers to vote,deliver in person to one of the 
inspectors a single official ballot, and the inspector receiving the same shall, without open­
ing it or permitting it to be opened or examined, deposit it in the box. 

6.49 Preparation of poll lists. At every poll where a registry of electors is re­
quired, every elector at the time of offering his ballot shall truly state the street and num­
ber of the house 01' tenement, if numbered, or other location, in which he resides, and the 
clerks of election shall truly enter in the appropriate column of the poll lists, opposite his 
name, the street and number or other location of such house 01' tenement, or the name of 
the hotel or boarding house, and if such house 01' tenement be not numbered the clerks shall 
enter "Not Numbered." If any elector offering to vote at any such poll shall refuse to 
make such statement, his ballot shall not be received. The clerks shall also enter upon the 
poll lists, opposite the name of every elector so voting whose name was not duly registered, 
the words, "Not Registered." 

6.50 Challenges. Each inspector shall, and any elector of the county may, chal­
lenge every person offering to vote whom he shall know 01' suspect not to be duly qualified 
as an elector. If such a person is challenged as unqualified, one of the inspectors shall 
tender to him the following oath 01' affirmation: You do solemnly swear (01' affirm) that 
you will fully and truly answer all such questions as shall be put to you touching your 
place of residence and qualifications as an elector of this election; and shall thereupon put 
questions as follows: 

(1) If a person be challenged as unqualified on the ground that he is not a citizen: 
Are you a citizen of the United States 7 

(2) If the person be challenged as unqualified on the ground that he has not resided 
in this state for one year innnediately preceding the election: i 

(a) How long have you resided in this state immediately preceding this election 7 
(b) Have you been absent from this state within the year immediately preceding this 

election 7 If yes, then- . 
(c) When you left, did you leave for a temporary purpose; with the design of returri­

ing, or for the purpose of remaining away? 
. (d) What state or tel'1'itory did you regard as your home while absent? 

(e) Did you, while absent, vote in any other state or territory? . 
(3) If the person be challenged as unqualified on the ground that he is not a resident 

of the election district where he offers his vote: 
(a) When did you last come into this election district? 
(b) Did you come for a temporary purpose merely, or for tbe purpose of making it 

your home ~ -, 
(c) Did you come into this election district for the purpose of votmg therein? 
(d) Have you now and have you had for the last ten days a voting residence in this 

election district? If so, what is the particular description, name and location of your 
residence? 

. (e) Have you registered to vote at this election at any other place within this state? 
(f) If single, do you board for part of the week, month or year with your parents? 

. (g) If you have no parents, or are self-suppOl'ting, have YOll registered to vote in 
this election district? .. . 

(h) Will you file your next income tax return with the assessor of incomes for this 
county as a resident of this election district? . , 

(4) If the person be challenged as unqualified on the gTound that he is not twenty­
one years of age: Are you twenty-one years of age to the best of your knowledge and 
belief? 

(5) If the person be challenged as unqualified on the ground that he has made or 
become directly or indirectly interested in any bet or wager depending upon the result of 
such election: 

(a) Have you made in any manner any bet 01' wager depending upon the result of this 
election, or on the election of any person for whom votes may be cast at this· election? 

(b) Are you in any manner, directly or indirectly, interested in any bet or wager de­
pending in any way whatever upon the result of this election? 
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(6) If the person be challenged as unqualified on the gl'Olllld that he has been con-
victed of treason, felony or bribery and not subsequently restored to civil rights: 

(a) Have you ever been tried 01' convicted in this state of any crime7 If yes, then­
(b) Of what crime, when and in what court were you so convicted? 
(c) Have you in any manner since such conviction been restored to civil rights, and 

if yes, how'l 
(7) If the person be challenged as unqualified on the ground that he has been en­

gaged, directly 01' indirectly, in a duel, either as principal or accessory: 
(a) Have you ever been engaged in any duel, directly 01' indirectly, either as principal 

or as a second, 01' in counseling or aiding either principal 01' second in a duel 'I And if 
yes, then-

(b) When and where, and had you before that time been an inhabitant of this state 'I 
(9) The inspectors, or one of them, shall put such other questions to the person chal­

lenged as may be necessary to test his qualifications as an elector at such election. 

6.51 Rules for determining residence of elector. In deterlllining the question of 
residence as a qualification to vote, the following' rules, so far as applicable, shall gov­
ern, and if a person offering to vote be challenged as unqualified on the ground of resi­
dence, the inspectors shall admonish him of such rules, and put to him such further 
questions as shall be proper to elicit the facts in respect thereto, namely: 

(1) As prescribed in the constitution, no person shall be deemed to have lost his resi­
dence in this state by reason of his absence on business of the United States or this state: 
and no soldier, seaman or marine in the army or navy of the United States shall be deemed 
a resident of this state in consequence of being stationed within the same. 

(2) That place shall be considered and held to be the residence of a person in which 
his habitation is fixed, without any present intention of removing therefrolll, and to which, 
wheneyer he is absent, he has the intention of returning. 

(3) A person shall not be considered or held to have lost his residence who shall leave 
his home and go into another state or county, town 01' ward of this state for temporary 
purposes merely, with an intention of returning. 

(4) A person shall not be considered to have gained a residence in any town, ward or 
village of this state into which he shall have come for temporary purposes merely. 

(5) If a person remove to another state with an intention to make it his permanent 
residence, he shall be considered and held to have lost his residence in this state. 

(6) If a person remove to another state with the intention of remaining there for an 
indefinite time and as a place of present residence, he shall be considered and held to have 
lost his residence in this state, notwithstanding' he lllay entertain an intention to return 
at some future period. 

(7) The place where a married man's family resides shall generally be considered and 
held to be his residence; but if it is a place of temporary establishment for his family, or 
for transient objects, it shall be otherwise. 

. (8) If a married man has his family fixed in one place and does his business in an­
other, the former shall be consi dered and held to be his residence. 

(9) The mere intention to acquire a new residence, without removal, shall avail noth­
ing; neither shall removal without intention . 

. (10) If a person shall go into another state and while there exercise the right of a 
citizen by voting', he shall be considered and held to have lost his residence in this state. 

(11) 'No person shall be deemed to have gained a voting l'esidence in any town, city 
or· village in this state by remaining therein as an inmate of any county home 01' other 
ciharitable institution; provided that his right as a qualified elector to vote in the town, 
city 01' village of his fixed place of residence, prior to his becoming an inmate of such 
institution, shall not be abridged. Nor shall any other eligible elector, receiving poor or 
unemployment relief, be denied his right to vote in any town, ward 01' village in which 
he has gained a voting residence, notwithstanding his legal settlement for poor relief may 
be elsewhere. 

(12) If an unmarried person sleeps in one ward and boal'ds in another, the place 
where he sleeps shall be considered his residence. Any registered voter who shall remove 
from aIle precinct to another in the same ward or town between the last registration day 
and election day shall, upon presentation of affidavits from the inspectors of the precinct 
from which he removes, showing registration in such precinct, be considered a resident of 
the precinct to which he has moved and shall be entitled to vote therein. 

(13) If an 11l1manied person be employed on a railroad, boat or stage line 01' is a 
student or teacher and boards at different places for part of the week, month 01' year, if 
one of those places be with his parents, that place shall be considered his residence unless 
he has, by registering to vote elsewhere 01' by the perfol'mance of some other kindred act, 
elected some other place as his residence. If he has no parents and has not registered 
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at any other place, he shall be asked: Do you consider this your place of residence, and 
have you so considered it for the past ten days in preference to any other place ~ If he 
answers in the affirmative he shall be entitled to all the privileges and be subject to all 
of the duties of other citizens in such place in the matter of voting, jury service, poll 
taxes and assessments for taxes. 

(14) Each guest of any national or state home for soldiers in this state, or of any old 
peoples' home supported as a henevolence, shall be deemed to reside in the town, city or 
village, in which said home shall be located, and in the elcction district in which he shall 
sleep, unless such guest shall elect to treat his fixed place of residence, prior to his becom­
ing a guest of such home, as his place of voting residence. 

6.52 Marking ballot of challenged voter. Whenever the right of any person offer­
ing to vote is challenged for any cause recognized by law, if the inspectors shall determine 
to receive his vote, after the provisions of law are complied with, they shall, before deposit­
ing his ballot in the box, write or cause to be written upon the back of such ballot the 
number of such challenged person upon the tally sheet or voting' list kept at such election. 

6.53 Oath to challenged voter. If the person challenged shall refuse to answer 
fully any questions so as aforesaid put to him, the inspectors shall reject his vote. If the 
challenge be not withdrawn aft€l' the person offering to vote shall have answered such 
questions, one of the inspectors shall then tender to him the following oath or affirmation: 
You do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that you are twenty-one years of 
age; that you are a citizen of the United States; that you have resided in this state one 
year next preceding this election; that you are now a resident of this election district and 
have been for the last ten days; that you have not voted at this election, and that you have 
not made any bet 01' wager or become directly 01' indirectly interested in any bet or wager 
depending upon the result of this election, and that you are not on any other ground dis­
qualified to vote at this election. If the person challenged shall refuse to take such oath or 
affirmation his vote shall be rejected; but if he shall then take such oath his vote shall be 
received; provided, that the requirements of law respecting registration, when applicable, 
have been complied with by such person. 

6.5.4 Qualifications of voters. The inspectors shall reject the vote of any person 
under guardianship, non compos mentis 01' insane, 

[6,55 Stats, 1921 repealed by 1923 c, 79 s, 1] 

6,56 Preservation of order. The inspectors shall possess full authority to maintain 
order and to enforce obedience to their lawful commands during an election and during 
the canvass of yotes. If any person shall refuse to obey their lawful commands or by 
disorderly conduct in their presence 01' hearing interrupt 01' disturb their proceedings, 
they may order any constable or other person to take him into custody during the election. 

6.57 Oanvass of votes at elections. As soon as the poll of the election shall be 
finally closed the inspectors shall proceed immediately to canvass publicly, in the presence 
of all persons desiring to attend the same, the votes reeeived at such poll, and continue 
without adjournment until the canvass is completed and the statements hereinafter re­
quired are made. They shall commence by a comparison of the poll lists and the correc­
tion of any mistakes therein, until they shall be found 01' made to agree, The box shall 
then be opened and the ballots therein taken out and counted by the inspectors, unopened, 
except so far as to ascertain whether each ballot is single; and if two or more ballots be 
found so folded together as to present the appearance of a single ballot, they shall be laid 
aside until the count of the ballots is completed; and if, upon a comparison of the count 
and the appearance of such ballots, a majority of the inspectors shall be of opinion that 
the ballots thus folded together were voted by one elector they shall be destroyed, If the 
ballots in the box shall be found to exceed in number, after any such ballots folded to­
gether are destroyed, the whole number of ,"otes shown by the poll lists, they shall be 
replaced in the box, and one of the inspectors shall publicly draw therefrom by chance, 
and without examination thereof, and destroy so many ballots ullopened as shall be equal 
to such excess, The number of ballots agreeing, or so as aforesaid being made to agree, 
with the p~ll lists, the inspectors shall then proceed to open and count and ascertain the 
number of votes, 

6,58 Announcement of results of canvass; statement. The canvass being com-, 
pleted, the inspectors shall then publicly announce the result thereof, from the tally sheet 
specifying the whole number of votes cast for each office and each person to fill the same 
respectively, and for and against each proposition voted for, and immediately complete 
the inspectors' statement in duplicate, which shall be combined with the tally sheet set­
ting forth therein, in- words at length as well as figures, the whole number of votes g'ivell 



113 ELECTIONS 6.60 

for each office at such election, the names of all persons for whom votes were given as 
shown upon the ballots, the number of votes so given for each person, and the number 
of votes given for and against each proposition voted for, if any, at such election, and 
the number of the last voter as shown by the poll list, which statements they shall certify 
to be cOl'l'ect, and subscribe with their names. The clerks of election, except in cities of 
the first class, shall also certify to the correctness of the tally sheets. 

6.59 Returns of election. The chairman of the inspectors or one of them appointed 
by him shall not later tllan 2 p. m. of the day following> each primary and election, deliver 
to the clerk of the town, city or village one of said tally sheet statements and poll lists, to 
be filed and preserved in his office, and shall deliver the other tally sheet statement and one 
poll list to the county clerk, they having been by the inl:>pectors carefully sealed up, with 
the oaths of the inspectors and clerks affixed, in an envelope properly directed to such 
clerk. TIle person delivering such returns shall receive as compensation therefor such sum 
as the governing body or the election commission of the town, city or village shall de­
termine, to be paid out of the town, city or village treasury. In towns the person delivering 
such tally sheet statement and poll list shall also receive mileage for each mile traveled in 
going to andretul'lling from the county clerk's office by the most usual traveled route at 
the rate of 6 cents pel' mile, such mileage to be paid by the town. 

6.595 Election returns, reporting. The chairman of the inspectors, or one of them 
appointed by such chairman, shall immediately after the votes are tabulated or counted 
at each general or primary election report the returns of such election to the county 
clerk or county election commissioner, who shall inllnediately upon the receipt thereof 
make the same public, provided that no such report shall be made by means of a tele­
phone in counties having a population of 500,000 or more. Such county clerk or elec­
tion commissioner shall keep his or its office open for such purpose and shall post all 
TetUl'llS received in the same order that the names of the candidates or special questions 
appeal' on the ballot. . 

6.60 Ballots, return, custody; financial statements; destruction. (1) If any of the 
ballots cast at any elections are found to be so defective that the inspectors cannot deter-
111me with reasonable certainty for whom they were cast, and if any were cast by any 
person who shall have been challenged, and if any shall be decided by a majority of the 
inspectors to be or not to be defective, the inspectors shall make a statement in writing, 
in duplicate, certified to be correct and signed by them, of the number of such ballots, and 
attach such statement to the statements of the canvass. 

(2) No ballot shall be regarded as defective by reason of the misspelling of a candi­
date's name, or by abbreviation, addition, omission or use of the wrong initial of such 
name, but every ballot shall be counted for the candidate for whom it was evidently in­
tended, if tIle intention of the yoter can be clearly ascertained from the ballot itself. 

(3) Before separating, the inspectors shall fold in 2 folds and string closely upon 
a single piece of flexible wire, all ballots which shall have been counted by them, except 
those marked "Objected To," unite the ends of such wire in a firm knot, or each set of 
ballots shall be tied securely in bundles, seal the knot in such manner that it cannot 
be untied without bl'eaking the seal, inclose the ballots so strung 01' packaged in a secure 
canvas covering and securely tie and seal such canvas covering with official wax impres­
sion seals, to be provided, by the inspectors in such manner that it cannot be opened 
without breaking the seals, and return said ballots, together with the ballots marked 
"Defective or Objected to" in such sealed canvas covering to the county clerk, and such 
officer shall carefully preserve said ballots for 60 days, and at the expiration of that 
time shall destroy them by burning without previously opening tIle package. Such ballots 
shall be destroyed in the presence of the official custodian thereof and 2 electors of 
approved integrity and good reputation and m('mbers rcspectively of the 2 leading 
political parties. The said electors shall be designated by the county judge of the county 
in which such ballots are kept. 

(4) If any contest of the election of any officer voted for at such election shall be 
pending at the expirati~n of said time, the said ballots sha!l not be des~royed untp such 
contest is finally determmed'. In all cases of contested electlOns the parhes contestmg the 
same shall have the right to have said ballots opened, and to have all errors of the in­
spectors in counting or refusing to count any ballot, corrected by the court 01' body trying 
such contest, but such ballots shall be opened only in open court or in open session of such 
body and in the presence of the officer having the custody thereof. 

(5) The inspectors for city, town and village elections, after counting the ballots, shall 
retul'll t.hem to the ballot boxes, lock the boxes, paste paper over the slots, sign their names 
to such paper and deliver the ballot boxes so locked, pasted and subscribed, with the keys 
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thereof, to the city, town or village clerk, who shall keep such ballots for sixty days, 01' . 

until they are destroyed as provided by law. When canvas bags are provided by propel' 
authority ballots may be preserved therein, properly sealed, instead of in ballot boxes. 

(6) Financial statements filed with the clerk of the city, village 01' town pursuant to 
chapter 12 may be destroyed 6 years after. the. electio~ Ul~less wri~ten n?tice ~as been 
filed with such clerk of the fact that an actlOn IS pendmg m court mvolvmg saId state­
ments. 

6.61 Board of county canvassers. On the Tuesday next succeeding the election, 
or at any time sooner if all the returns are sooner received, the county clerk shall 
take to his assistance from among the following-named officers of the county, to wit, 
the county judge, register of deeds, justices of the peace, or other reputable citizens 
and elect~rs to be chosen from lists to be submitted for that pmpose by the regular 
county or city committees of the 3 political parties which cast the largest vote in such 
district at the last preceding general election. Such list shall be submitted by the chair­
man from each ward to the city or county committee and shall bear the signature of the 
chairman and secretary of the city or county committee, 2 associate canvassers, one of 
whom shall not be of the same political party as such clerk, and who shall constitute 
with such clerk a board of county canvassers; and in case all the above-named officers 
should belong to the same political party, then said clerk shall select from the opposite 
political party some reputable citizen and elector to act as the third member of said 
boare1. In case of vacancy in the office of county clerk, or when from absence, sickness or 
other inability such clerk cannot perform the duties enjoined upon him, the clerk of the 
circuit court, or if there be no such clerk, 01' he be unable to perform such duties, then 
any of the above-named officers or persons shall perform the duties required of the 
county clerk by this and the following sections, and be subject to the same punishment 
for violation thereof. No person shall be selected or shall serve as a member of the board 
of county canvassers who shall have been a candidate in the election for an office for 
which retUl'llS are to be canvassed by said board. 

6.62 Missing and informal returns. If on the day appointed for the county canvass 
there shall fail to be an attendance of three canvassers, the clerk shall procure a full at­
tendance of such canvassers, and may therefor adjourn the canvass one day, when the 
canvass shall proceed. On the assembling' of the board they shall open and examine the 
returns, and if from any town, ward, election district or poll of the county no returns shall 
have been received, they shall forthwith dispatch a messenger therefor, and the person 
having them in charge shall deliver such returns to said messenger; and if, on examina­
tion of any returns received, they shall be found so infol'llIal or incomplete that the board 
cannot illtellig'ently canvass them, they shall dispatch a messenger with such returns to the 
inspectors who made them with a written specification of the informalities or defects, and 
command them to forthwith complete the same in the manner required by law and deliver 
them to said messenger, which such inspeetors shall do. Every such messenger shall safely 
keep all such returns, exhibit them to no person except the inspectors, and deliver them to 
the county clerk with all convenient dispatch. For such purposes the board may adjourn 
as may be necessary, not more than four days at one time nor more than eight days in all. 

6.63 County canvass; statement. The retu1'l1S having been obtained as hereinbe­
fore provided, the board shall proceed thereupon to make out a separate statement, written 
in words at length, containing the whole number of votes given in such county for each 
state officer voted for; another for United States senator and for representative in con­
gress, to which shall be added the votes for legislators when district is comprised of more 
than one county, setting forth the names as returned of all the persons to whom Ruch yotes 
were given and the number of votes given to each; a.11other similar statement of the votes 
given for electors of president and vice president; another of the votes given for county 
officers, and another of the votes given for senators and members of the assembly, when 
the county constitutes one or more senate or assembly districts, speeifying the number of' 
votes for each person for senator and member of assembly in each such district respec­
tively. They shall append to each such statement as part thereof a succinct tabular ex­
hibit, in figures, of the votes cast at each election poll in the county for each office and 
person entering into the canvass embraced in such statement, whether canvassed or not, 
and if any votes were re.iected shall specify the reasons therefor. Each statement shall 
be certified as correct and attested by the signatures of the said canvassers, and filed and 
recorded in the office of the county clerk. 

6.64 County canvass; certification; publication. (1) They shall then determine 
the persons who have been, by the greatest number of Yotes, elected to the several county 
offices and members of the senate and assembly, when the county constitutes one or more 
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senate or assembly districts. Their determination shall be reduced .to writing, setting 
forth the whole number of votes given for each office and the number of votes received 
by each candidate; provided, however, that the names of persons not regularly nominated, 
receiving a comparatively small number of votes, may be omitted, and their votes desig­
nated as scattering votes. Each determination shall be certified by them as correct and 
be annexed to the statement of votes given for such offices respectively, and, for legisla­
tors, shall give post-office address and party designation and be filed lind recorded with the 
same; provided, however, that in any case, if any two 01' more candidates for the same 
county office shall have received the greatest and an equal number of votes, the board of 
canvassers shall determine the choice by lot, which lots shall be drawn by the persons 
receiving the equal number of votes; or in the absence of one or both of such persons or 
their refusal to draw by lot, the board of canV!lssers shall appoint a competent persoll 
to draw the same for them and declare and certify the same acco~·dingly. 

(2) Such determination shall be published in one or more newspapers of the county 
which the canvassers shall designate. If the canvassers decide to have said publication ill 
more than one newspaper in said county, they shall designate at least one professing the 
political· faith of the party which received the highest number of votes at the last general 
election in said county, and at least one professing the political faith of the party which 
received the next highest number of votes at the last general election. The papers so 
designated shall be paid by the county. 

6.65 'Certificates of election. . The county clerk shall immediately after the expira­
tion of the time allowed for the filing of a petition for a recount make out, in pursuance 
of the determination of such board, a certificate of election for each person having the 
greatest number of votes for any countv office, 01' for member of the senate or assembly 
when the county constitutes one 01' more scnate or assembly districts, and deliver the saIlle 
personally to such person, such notice shall also state the amount of the official bond, if 
any, required to be given by such person. Personal service of such notice shall be deemed 
for all statutOl'y and legal purposes official notification to such person of his election to 
such office. In the event of the filing of a petition for a recount, the certificate of election 
affected sjlall not be issued until the recount shall have been completed. 

6.66 Recount proceedings. (1) Whenever any candidate, or any elector who 
voted upon any constitutional amendment 01' upon any proposition, voted for at any 
election, within 3 days after the last day of the meeting of the board of county canvassers, 

. or,in the case of an annual, special or referendum election in any city, town or village, 
within 3 days after the result of such election is declared, shall file with the county clerk or 
with the city, town 01' village clerk, as the case lllay be, a verified petition setting forth that 
he was a candidate for a specified office 01' tllat he voted upon any such constitutional 
amendment ol'proposition at said election, and that he is informed and believes that a mis­
take 01' fraud has been committed in specified precincts in the counting or retmn of the 
yotes cast for the office for which he was a candidate, 01' upon the matter voted upon, 01' 

specifying any. other defect, irregularity 01' illegality in the conduct of said election, said 
board of county, city, town or village canvassers, as the case may be, shall reconvene on the 
day following the filing of such petition and proceed to ascertain and determine the facts 
alleged in said petition and make correction accordingly and recount the ballots in every 
precinct so specified in accordance therewith. Such petition shall first be served, as a 
summons is served in a court of record, upon aU opposing candidates and if such petition 
pertains to a constitutional amendment 01' proposition voted upon, the petition need be 
sel'ved upon no one other than the said clerk. Such petition. and proof of seryice thereof 
shall be filed with the said clerk, together with a fee of $2 for each precinct in which a 
r~count of the ballots is demanded in such petition. The petitioner and all opposing can­
didates or persons interested therein shall be entitled to be present in person and by 
counsel and observe the proceeding's. County clerks shall immediately notify the secretary 
of state upon commencement of recount proceedings affecting candidates in districts com­
prised.of more than one county . 

. (la) Whenever a petition for a recount of part of the precincts within an election dis­
trict has been filed as provided in subsection (1), the opposing candidate or in case of a 
constitutional amendment 01' other proposition, any elector, under" like provisions and in 
like manner, may file a petition within five days after the last day of the regular meeting 
of the board of canvassers for a ·further recount of the votes cast in any 01' all of the 
balance of the precincts in such election district, and the propel' board of canvassers shall 
reconvene on the day following the filing of such petition and proceed to ascertain the 
facts alleged in said petition and make correction accordingly and recount the ballots in 
every precinct so specified in accordance therewith. 
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(2) Each member of said board of canvassers, for the purposes mentioned in this sec­
tion, shall have power to administer oaths, certify to official acts and issue subpamas. 
The fees of witnesses shall be paid by the county. 

(3) Within five days after the determination of said board, any candidate, or any 
elector who voted upon such constitutional amendment or proposition, as the case may be, 
aggrieved thereby may appeal therefrom to the cil'cuit court of said county, by serving a 
notice in writing to that effect upon snch other candidates or persons who filed written no­
tices of appearance with said board. Such notice shall be filed with the clerk of the cir­
cuit court, together with an undertakhig by the appellant, with surety and in an amount 
to be approved by the clerk of said court or the judge thereof, conditioned for the pay­
ment of all costs taxed against said appellant. The circuit judge shall forthwith issue an 
order directing the clerk of said county, or of said city, town or village, to transmit to the 
clerk of said court forthwith all ballots, papers and records affecting such appeal and fix­
ing a time and place for hearing thereon, in open court or at chambers, or before a ref­
eree, not later than five days from the making of such order. Such order shall be served 
upon the county clerk, 01' the city, town or village clerk, as the case may be, and all such 
other candidates 01' persons who have appeared before said board. A reference may be 
ordered upon any or all questions. At the time and place so fixed the matter shall be sum­
marily heard and determined and the costs taxed as in other civil actions. 

( 4) Nothing in this section shall be construed to abrogate any right or remedy that 
any candidate may now have affecting the trying of title to office. 

6.67 Returns to secretary of state. (1) The county clerk shall, within seventeen 
days after any general election, transmit to the secretary of state a list of the names of 
persons elected in the county as members of the senate and assembly and county officers at 
such election, and a certified copy of each statement of the county board of canvassers 
of the votes given for electors of president and vice president, state officers, senators and 
representatives in congress, state senator and member of assembly, where the senate and 
assembly district embraces more than one county. The names of persons not regularly 
nominated receiving a comparatively small number of votes may be omitted from the re­
turns of the county clerk and their votes returned as scattering votes. 

(2) The county clerk shall furnish to the secretary of state on blanks furnished by the 
secretary of state for that purpose, the names and party desig11ations of all candidates for 
nomination at the primary, and the votes received by each by voting precincts and the 
names and party designations of all candidates for office at the general election as well as 
those candidates for office at the spring election, which appeal', upon ballots furnished by 
the connty or state. 

6.68 Canvass of votes on referendum propositions. Whenever any constitutional 
amendment shall have been submitted to the people, or any other question or proposition 
shall be submitted by the legislature to a vote of the people, the votes for and against such 
amendment, question or proposition shall be taken, canvassed, certified and recorded, and 
certified copies of the statement thereof shall be made and transmitted by each county clerk 
to the secretary of state in the manner the votes for state officers are to be taken, can­
vassed, certified and recorded and statements thereof are to be certified and transmitted. 

6.69 State board of canvassers. The secretary of state, treasurer and attorney­
g'eneral shall constitute the board of state canvassers, two of whom shall be a quorum for 
the transaction of business, and, if one only of said officers attend on the day appointed 
for a meeting of such board, the clerk of the supreme court, on being notified by the officer 
so attending, shall attend without delay with such officer and with him shall form the board. 
When a member of said board is a candidate for an office as to which the votes are to be 
canvassed by him, the chief justice, upon the request of any opposing- candidate, shall 
designate some other state officer, 01' a judge of the circuit court, who shall act il?- his 
stead at the session of the board at which the votes given for such member are to be can­
vassed. 

6.70 Recording and preservation of returns by secretary of state. (1) Upon re­
ceipt of the certified statements from the county clerks of the vot.es given in ~he several 
counties, the secretary of state shall record the results of such electlOn by counties and file 
and carefully preserve s11ch statements. 

(2) If any county clerk shall fail or neg-Iect to forward allY such statement, the secre­
tary of state may require him to do so forthwith, and if not received 01' obtained within 
thirty days after an election, the secretary of state may dispatch a special messenger to 
obtain the same. Whenever it shall appeal' upon the face of any such statement that an 
error11as been made in reporting- or computing the vote of any candidate, the secretary of 
state may return the same to the county clerk for correction. . 
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6.71 State canvass of election l'eturns; detennination; certification of results. 
(1) 1'he state board of canvassers shall meet at the office of the secretary of state on or 
before the first day of December succeeding a general election and within twenty-five days 
after a special election, for the purpose of canvassing the returns and determining the 
results of such elections. 

(2) Such board shall examine such certified statements of the county canvassers, and 
if it shall appear that any material mistake has been made in the computation of votes 
given for any person, or that the canvassers in any county have omitted to canvass the 
votes or any thereof cast at any poll therein, the board may dispateh a messenger to the 
clerk of such county with their requirement in writing to him to certify the facts con­
cerning sueh mistake, or the reason why sueh votes were not canvassed; and the clerk to 
whom any such requirement is delivered shall forthwith make true and full answer thereto, 
under his hand and the county seal, and deliver the same to such messenger, who shall de­
liver it with all convenient dispatch to the secretary of state. 

(3) The said board may adjourn as may be necessary, not more than ten days in all. 
(4) Upon the certified statements and returns so received the board shall proceed to 

examine and make a statement of the whole number of votes given at any such election for 
each elector of president and vice president, in every year in which there is a presidential 
election; a statement for each of the offices of governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of 
state, treasurer, attorney-general, or any other state officer, if any there shall be, or United 
States senator; a statement of the votes given for representative in congress in each con­
gressional district; a statement of the votes given for state senator in each senatorial dis­
trict embracing more than one county; and a statement of the votes given for member of 
assembly in each assembly district embracing more than one county. 

(5) Such statements shall show the names of the persons to whom such votes shall 
have been given for either of the said offices, the whole number of votes given to each and 
distinguishing the several diE'tricts and counties in which they were given. Provided, how­
ever, that the names of persons not regularly nominated receiving a comparatively small 
number of votes may he omitted and their votes designated therein as scattering votes. 

(6) Said board shall certify such statements to be correct and shall thereupon deter­
mine what persons have been, by the greatest numbcr of votes, duly elected to such offices, 
or either of them, and shall attach to each statement a certificate of their determination 
and deliver the same to the secretary of state. 

(7) Whenever a proposed constitutional amendment or other question shall have been 
submitted to a vote of the people at any such election, the votes cast for or against such 
amendment or question shall be canvassed, certified and recorded at the time and in the 
manner hereinbefore provided. Said board shall at the same time prepare and certify a 
statement of the whole number of votes given for and against such amendment or question, 
and shall thereupon determine whether or not such amendment or question has been ap­
proved, ratified or adopted by a majority of the electors voting thereon. 

(8) If it shall appeal' that such amendment or question has been approved, ratified or 
adopted, the secretary of state shall make a record thereof and cause such record to be 
bound in the volume containing the original enrolled laws passed at the next succeeding 
session of the legislature, and cause such record to be published with the laws thereof. 

6.72 Oertificates of election. Said secretary shall record in his office each certified 
statement and determination so made by said board, and forthwith make and transmit to 
each of the persons thereby declared to be elected, a certificate of his election under the 
lesser seal, and cause a copy of snch certified statements and determinations to be pub­
lished in a newspaper printed at the seat of government. He shall also prepare a like 
certificate or certificates, attested by him as secretary of state, and addressed, respectively, 
to the United States senate and to the house of representatives in that cong~'ess for which 
any person shall have been chosen, of the due election of such person as a United States 
senator or as a representative of this state in congress, as the case may be, and transmit 
the same to the respecti,ie house at the first meeting thereof; and if any of the persons so 
chosen at such election shall have been elected to supply a vacancy in the office of such 
United States senator or representative it shall be mentioned in such certificate. 

6.73 State canvassers to disregard irregular returns. The board of state canvass­
ers shall canvass only the regular returns made by the county boards of canvassers, as 
provided in this chapter, and shall in no case canvass or count any additional or supple­
mental returns or statements made by any such board or by any other board or person 
whatever; nor shall the board of state canvassers canvass or count any statement or re­
turn of the result of any canvass which shall have been made by any county board of can­
vassers at any other time than that mentioned in this chapter. This section shall not 
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apply to any retul'l1 made subsequent to a recount pursuant to section 6.66,but such retul'l1 
shaUbe accepted in lieu of any prior return from the same county for the same office. .' 

6.74 Civil process not to be served on election day .. During the day on which any 
general, special, town or charter election shall be held no civil process shall be served on 
any elector, entitled to vote at such election, in the precinct in which he is entitled to vote 
or while going to 01' returning therefrom. . . 

6.75 Plurality shall elect, regardless of informalities. In every electiOl;l for the 
choice of any officer, unless otherwise provided bylaw, each elector shall have one ,vote 
and no more; and the person appearing satisfactorily to have received the highest number 
of legal votes for any office shall be deemed to have heen duly elected to th(tt office, aull 
the. canvassers shall so determine and certify. The legality of such votes so appearing; 
failures to fully comply. with the law respecting noticing or conducting the election or 
canvassing or retul'l1ing the vote, shall be disregarded. 

[6.76 Stats. 19311·e11U1nbe·red section 6.325 by 1933 c. 433 s. 2] 

6.77 Election blanks prepared by secretary of state. The s(jcretary of state shall 
make out all necessary blanks, returns and statements to carry out the provisions of law 
for l1laking the canvass, returns and statements, of all state,. congressional, legislative and 
county elections, general, special and judicial, including tally sheet statemcnts, and affi~ 
davits of nonregistered voters and freeholders corroborating the same. Such blanks 
shall contain the necessary certificates of the inspectors and canvassers, with proper notes 
to the same explanatory of their use and referring to the statutes. . Said blanks for use 
at the September primary and at the November election s}lall he forwarded to the county -
clerks of the several counties' not less than twenty days prior to the date thereof in each 
year in which any such primary 01' election shall be held. Provided, that' said secretary 
shall be required to fUl'l1ish tally sheet statements 'of the stimdai'd form onlY for any cit.)' 
or county. The secretary of state shall from time to time COl'l'ect the forms' £01' all official 
ballots to harmonize them with recent legislation and with the cunent official status of the 
several political parties. Samples of all slich ballots sha.ll he printed in the statutes. 

Cross Referelleel For official referenduln ballot forlns, '~DaJ" "DdJ" "De," aJld "Df", 
prescri bed by the secretary of state, see end of this chapter. 

6.78 Distribution of election blanks. Such blanks shall be distributed to the propel' 
town, city or village clerks or inspectors in each county by the county clerks not later 
than the time when official hallots are distributed and may be sent by mail when prac­
ticable. Such clerks shall fUl'l1ish the inspectors of elections in their respective towns, 
wards, villages and election districts with such registry blanks at 01' hefore the tin,J.e 
fixed for the first meeting for registry, and the other blanks before the opening of the 
polls. on the. day of election, and such clerks and inspectors shall use such blanks when. 
furnished; but no election or election returns shall be invalidated in consequence .of fail-. 
lIre to use such blanks. 

6.79 National flag over election places. The town board, village board and common 
council of the seyeral towns, villages and cities of the state shall place and display the 
national flag on suitable staff over every voting place during all the hours that the polls 
are open on the day of the general election,and may so display it on other election days 
and on registration days. The expense of such flag and the erection, care and maintenance 
of the same shall be a charge against such town, village or city and be audited and paid 
as other election expenses. ' '. , " ., 

, 'I' 

6.80 Application of general election laws. As far as practicable and not otherwise 
provided by law the provisions of this chapter shall be applied to primary elections to 
town,village and city elections, and to referendum votes· respecting' the incuningof 
municipal indebtedness, the issue of municipal bonds, the acquisition of utilities, the :reca.ll· 
or removal of public officers, direct legislation in cities and counties, constitutional amend­
ments and all <;lther subjects. And in taking all .such referendum votes the ballot .used 
shall conform as far as practicable to the provisions of section 6.23. 

6.81 Election manual. There shall be prepared and published by the secretary of 
state separate fl'om the election laws an election manual eXplanatory of the duties of 
election officials and the qualifications and privileges of electors, together with such notes 
and references to the statutes as he shall deem advisable to be furnished free to election 
officials and others in such manner as he shall judge most likely to promote the public .• 
welfare. . 

6.82 Election notices, supplies. (1) COSTS, BY WH01rI PAID. All costs for ba.llots, 
blanks and other supplies to be used at any primary 01' election, all publication fees, and 
all expenses necessarily incurred in the prE-para tion for 01' in conducting any primary or 
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election shall be paid out of the treasury of the town, eity, village, county 01' state, as 
the case may be. 

(2) PUBLIOATION. All primary or election notices 01' certificates of election, required 
by law to be published, shall be published in from one to four newspapers of general circu­
lation published within the county 01' city. In counties of over two hundred and fifty 
thousand population, one of such newspapers shall represent the political party. that 
cast 1:;he largest vote in such county or city at the preceding general election, and one of 
such newspapers shall represent the political party that cast the next largest vote in 
such county or city at the preceding general election. In no case shall any such notice be 
published in more than two newspapers unless authorized by a resolution adopted by the 
county board or city council, which resolution may designate by name the newspapers in 
which all such notices shall appear, and shall be ir force until rescinded by like action. 
Pl'ovided, that in counties having one or more· daily newspapers, at least one of such 
publication" shall be made in a daily newspaper that has been published continuously for 
two years. 

(3) PmNTER's FEES. Compensation for publishing all notices and certificates relative 
to primaries and elections, unless otherwise provided, shall be the same as compensation 
for legal notices as provided in section 331.25. 

(4) DOUBTS RESOLVED. When in doubt as to thE> compliance of any election notice 
w~th the specifications of the statutes, or as to the correct fees to be paid therefor, the 
county clerk may consult the secretary of state \tho shall refer such question to the G1irec­
to'l' of purchases for official determination. 

(6) SHERIFF} WHEN TO ACT. 1Yhenever the office of county clerk is vacant and there 
shall be no person authorized to perform his duties, the sheriff shall make out and transmit 
to town, city and village clerks any pr.imary or elertion notice, required to be issued, and 
shall publish the same as may be reqmred by laW' .. 

6.83 Obsolete documents;. destruction by county clerk. Whenever it shall be 
found necessary to destroy useless documents in order to secure vault space for county 
records, the county clerk of any county may, from time to time, in his discretion, dispose 
of any of the following nallled records: Statelllents of election returns and poll lists, 
when over 6. years old .. 

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOTS, FORMS 
Revisor's Note: The following fOl~ms We certify ttHlt the within ballot was 

designated "Da," "Dd," "De," and "Df" were marked by us for .'3.n ('lector incapable under 
prepared by the secretary of state and are the law of marking his own ballot and as di-
printed pursuant to section 6.77: rected by him . 

. HDa" 
. OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 

If you desire to vote for the approval of 
the resolution set forth below, malte a cross 
(X) or other mark in the square after the 
words "FOI' Bonds", following such resolu­
tion; If you desire to vote for disapproval of 
said resolution. malte a cross (X) or other 
mark in the square after the words "Against 
DO]H)"". following such resolution. 

RESOLUTION --
[Here insert copy of initial resolution of 

the county, city, town, village or school dis­
trict board when, under section 67.05, or other 
statutory provision, it is so required. The 
question printed below should be changed to 
meet the requirements in each case.] 

Shall the foregoing resolution of the 
County Boal·'). providing for the Issue of 
Highway Bonds be adopted? 

For Bonds 0 Against Bonds 0 
[Pinlt print paper. 6.23 (8), 67.05, 67.18, 

67.11.] 
"Dn" 

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 
FOR 

........ , ..... Preclnct •..•.••.••.•.•. Ward, 
City (Village or Town) of •.••..• , ....•...• · 
. ••••••••••••• ••••••• . , 19 •••• 

•••••••••••• 11 ••••••• , ., •••••••••• 

... ...... . .. .... .. ·B~iiot Cle~ks'.· . 

Absent Voter's Ballot issued by C k rCounty leI' 
. City Clerk 

•......... -............ , .. , Village Clerk 
LTown Clerk 

........ , ....................... . 
....••.••.•••. of Election . 

...... : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ~f Ei~cti~~· ... 
"Dd" 

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 

If you desire to vote for any question, 
make a cross (X) 01' other mark in the square 
after the word "Yes", underneath such ques­
tion; if you desire to vote against an;' ques­
tion, make a cross (X) 01' other mark in the 
square after the word "No", underneath such 
question. 

Shall Class "B" license (taverns, hotels, 
restaurants, clubs, societies, lodges, fair aR­
sociat/ons, etc.) be issued for the retail sale 
of beer for consumption on 01' off the prem­
ises where sold? 

Yes No 
o 0 

[Yellow print paper-9"x6". 66.054 (5) 
(c) .J 

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 
FOR 

..••••..•.•... Precinct, ...••••••••... ,Vtll'd 
City (Village or Town) of .•••••••••••..•... 
• •••••••••••.••••.•••• , 19 •••• 

. ......... , ....... 'B~iiot Cl~'rj;g,' . 

Absent Voter's Ballot issued by 

{
City ClerIc 

..................... , Village Clerk 
Town Clerk 
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vVe certify that the within ballot was 
marked by us for an elector incapable under 
the law of marldng his own ballot and as di­
rected by him. 

· ..... : :: : : : : : : : : : : : of Ei~~t'i~;l: .. 
· ..... : : : : : : : : : : : : : : of Ei~~t'i~i-t: • 0 

"De" 
OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 

If you desire to vote for any question, 
make a cross (X) or other mark in the square 
after the ,vord "Yes", underneath such ques .. 
tion; if you desire to vote against any ques­
tion, make a cross (X) or other mark in the 
square after the word "No", underneath such 
cluestion. 

Shall Class "A" license (stores, etc.) be 
issued for the retail sale of beer in original 
pacl{ages to be consumed away from the 
premises where sold? 

Yes No 
D D 

[Light green print paper-9"x6". 66.054 
(5) (c).] 

"De" 

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 
FOR 

.............. Precinct, .............. Ward, 
City (Village or Town) of ..............•.•• 
...................... ,19 .... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 'B~iiot ch~rk's' ... 

Absent Voter's Ballot issued by 

{
City Clerk 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Village Clerk 
Town Clerk 

,Ve certify that the within ballot was 
marked by us for an elector incapable under 
the law of marking his own ballot and as di­
rected by him. 

· ..... : :: : : : : : : : : : : : of Ei~~ti~i-t· .. . 
· ..... : : : : : : : : : : : : : : of ·Eie~t'i~;·; .. . 
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"Df" 
OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 

If you desire to vote for any question, 
make a cross (X) or other mark in the square 
after the word "For" underneath such ques­
tion; if you desire to vote against any ques­
tion, make a cross (X) or otner mark in the 
square after the word "Against" underneath 
such question. 

Shall any person be licensed to deal or 
traffic in intoxicating llquors as a beverage 

in the {iSit,;n }Of 'Waukesha? 
Village 

For license D Against license D 

Shall municipal liquor stores for the sale, 
dealing and trafficking in of intoxicating 
liquor only in original packages or contain­
ers in quantities of not more than one wine 
gallon at any time, and to be consumed off 
the store premises, be established, main­
tained and operated under the management 

{
city council } 

and control of the village board ? 
town board 

For Liquor StoreD Against Liquor Store D 

[Pinl{ print paper-9"x6". 176.39.] 
"Df" 

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 
FOR 

....... , ..... Precinct, .............. ,Yard, 
City (Village or town) of .................. . 
• .•••••.••••••..•.•. , ~9 •.•. 

• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' ••• 0 • 

· .................. 'B~iiot' (iI~ri~s· .. . 

Absent Voter's Ballot issued by 

{
City Clerk 

• , • • • • . • • . . . • . . . . . . . . . .. Village Clerk 
Town Clerk 

,Ve certify that the within ballot was 
marked by us for an elector incapable under 
the law of marking his own ballot and as di­
rected by him. 

· ....... : : : : : : : : : : : : : : Of ·Ei~~t'i~i-t· .. . 
· ....... : : : : : : : : : : : : : : of ·Eie~t'i~n .. . 


