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CHAPTER 44.
STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND LOCAL HISTORICATL SOCIETIES.

44,01 State hlstoncal societies powers, 44,07 Museum extension service,

44,02 Historical society; dutie 44,08 Records of state offices.

44,03 Auxiliary or affiliated societies 44,09 County local and court records.
‘44,04 School services. 44,10 Regional depositories for records.
44,05 American history research center, 44.11 Central depository library.

44,06 Depository of public documents,

44,01 State historical society; powers. The state historieal society of Wiseonsin,
organized under an aet of the legislature approved on March 4, 1853, shall continue to
possess the powers and 1)11V1leges thereby conferred, subject to the provisions of this
chapter and such laws as shall hereafter be enacted, and its acceptance of the beneﬁts
herein granted and renewed shall be conclusively deemed its complete acquiescence
therein, Said society shall be an official agency and the trustee of the state, and as such
shall faithfully expend and apply all money received from the state to the uses and
purposes directed by law, and shall hold all its present and future collections and prop-
erty for the state; and shall not sell, mortgage, transfer or dispose of in any manner,
or remove, except for temporary purposes, from its building or buildings any article
therein without authority of law; except that the society may sell or exchange its pub-
lications, and may sell, exchange or otherwise dispose of duplicate books, periodicals or
museum objects, or books, periodicals or museum objeets outside of its field of collection
to other public libraries, schools, museums or other educational or charitable institutions
or their agents. There shall continue to be a bhoard of curators of said society, consti-
tuted with substantially the same powers as at present, of which the governor, seecretary
of state and state treasuver shall be ex officio memhers and take cave that the interests
of the state are protected. The society may acquire property, real or personal, by gift,
beguest or otherwise, in any amount and may sell for such price and upon such condi-
tions ag its finance committee may deem best for its interests, and convey real esiate
acquived by it by gift or bequest or through the foreclosure of any mortgage.

State historical soclety is an official naince of elevators which could properly be
agency and trustee of the state and has no made the subject of public liability insur-
liahility for negligent operation or mainte- ance. 39 Atty. Gen, 110

44,02 Historical society; duties. It shall be the duty of the state historieal society:

(1) To serve as trustee of the state in the preservation and care of all records, both
printed and W1itten, and all articles and other materials of historie interest and signifi-
cance placed in its custody, and to intervest itself constructively as the agent of the state
in the preservation and care of all similar materials wherever they may be

(2) To collect hy gift, exchange or purchase books, periodicals, pamphlets, records,
tracts, manuseripte, maps, charts and other papevs, artifacts, velics, paintings, photo-
graphs and other materialy illustrative of the history of this state in particular and of
the west generally.

(3) To conduct vesearch in the history of Wisconsin in particular and of the. west
generally.

(4) To ineuleate through publications, museum extension services and other media a
wider and fuller knowledge and appreciation of the history of Wisconsin and its sig-
nifieance.

(5) To keep its main library and museum rooms open at all reasonahle hours on husi-
ness days for the reception of the citizens of this state who may wish to visit the same,
without fee; except that the society may colleet a fee for admission to historic sites or
buildings acquued leased or operated by the society elsewhere in the state, ineluding
arveas within state parks or on other state-owned lands which incorporate historic build-
ings, restorations, museums or remains and which are operated by the society by agree-
ment with the state conservation or other departments, or for lectures, pageants or similar.
special events, or for admission to. defray the costs of special exhihits in its headquarter
building or buildings of documents, objects or other materials not part of the society’s
regular collections but brought in on loans from other sources for such special exhibitions.

(6) To thoroughly catalogue the entire collections of said society for the more con-
venient reference of all persons who have occasion to consult the same.

(7) To loan, in its discretion, for such periods and under such rules and restrietions
as it may adopt to hbranes, educational institutions and other organizations or to private
individuals in good standing, such books, pamphlets, museum ohjects, or other materials
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that if lost or destroyed could easily and without much expense be replaced. No work on
genealogy, no newspaper file, or hook, map, chart, document, manuseript, pamphlet or
other material whatsoever of a rare natule shall be pelmltted to be sent out from the
library except on interlibrary loan to a research libvary unde1 regulations safeguarding
the materials during transit and while in use.

(8) To hind exeept when microfilmed the unbound hooks, doecuments, manuseripts,
pamphlets, and especially newspaper files in its possession.

(9) To take an active interest in the p1ese1vatlon and use of the noncurrent public
records of historieal Importance of counties, cities, villages, towns, school districts and
other local governmental units.

(10) To conduet a vesearch center in American history for the benefit of the students
~and faculty of the state university as well as for members of the general public and to
. facilitate and [the] further understanding by the general public of the significance of the
American experiment.

(12) To be the custodian of the official series of’the painted portraits of the former
governors of Wisconsin and to maintain such portraits in proper condition. The soeiety
may permit any or all of such portraits to be exhibited in such state buildings for such
periods of time as it may deem feasible, ‘

Historys 1951 c. 457,

[44.03 to 44.07 Stats. 1947 renumbered section 44.03 (1) to (5) by 1949 e, 5,2]

44.03 Auxiliary .or affiliated societies, (1) County or local historical societies
without capital stoek may be incorporated as auxiliaries of the state historieal society, to
gather and preserve the hooks, doecuments and artifacts relating to the history of their
region or locality, No fees shall be charged by any register of deeds for recording nor
by the seeretary of state for filing the altlcles of 01ga1117at10n or any amendments thereto,
or for a certificate of mempomtlon of any such society, but the secretary of state shall
not accept articles of incorporation under this section unless the same shall first have
been approved by the board of curators of the state historical society. ,

(2) State-wide, county or other patriotic or historical organizations, or chapters
thereof in this state may be incorporated as affiliates of the state historieal society under
section 44.03 (1) if their purposes and programs are similar fo and consonant with those
of the state historical society and its auxiliaries, or if already incorpérated, sueh organ-
izations or chapters thereof may apply to the said board of eurators for affiliation with
the state historical society., Upon ineorporation under this section or acceptance of
affiliation by the said hoard of curators, whichever is applicable, the applying organiza-
tion must as an affiliate accept the provisions and shall be entitled to all the beneﬁts of
this section. Any such auxiliary or affiliated society shall be a member and entitled to
one vote in any general meeting of the state historical society. The board of curators
may terminate the affiliation as an. auxiliary or affiliate of the state historical society
under section 44.03 of any such organization hy formal resolution, a copy of which shall
be deposited with the secretary of state.

(3) Every such auxiliary or affiliated society shall make a report of its work annually
to said state historieal society, which, or portions or a synopsis thereof, may be included
in the publications of said state soelety and upon application of any aumhaly or affiliated
society the state society may accept, in behalf of the state, custody of or title to the prop-
erty, records and collections of such auxiliary or affiliated society.

(4) The state historieal society, for the purpose of establishing uniformity in or-
ganization and methods of work, may prepare and furnish umfmm articles of organi-
zation and by-laws to any such aumhzuy society, but such auuhaw may adopt, fmm
time to time, such additional by-laws as it may desire.

(5) The state historieal society may provide for annual or other meetings of officers
or representatives of such auxiliary societies at times and places to be fixed by its direc-
tor, or hy such officers or representatives, and the proceedings of such meetings, or snch-
p01t10ns thereof as its divector may select, may be included in its published reports.
Each auxiliary society shall receive a copy of each of the publications of said state
society on the same ferms as those granted to life members of the state society. -

(6) Custody of public records of county, village, town, school district or other gov-
ernmental units may be accepted by any such auxiliary society under section 44.02 (9) ,
but title to such records shall remain with the state historical society. In the event
of the dissolution or ineapacity of any such auxiliary society, it shall he obligatory on
the last group of officers and members to notify the director of the state historieal society
that the auxiliary society ean no longer vetain custody of such records and to deliver
snch records to such depository as may he designated by the state historieal s()elely.

History: 1951 ¢, 457,
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44.04 School services. (1) The state historieal society, as part of its program as
an educational institution, shall offer to the schools in this state such materials as it shall
from time to time prepare or make available to facilitate the instruction in the history
and civil government of Wisconsin required by section 40.22 (1),

(2) To this end it may prepare, publish, issue, loan or cireulate such magazines,
hooks, aids, guides and other publications, such visual aids, speecial exhibits, and other
teaching materials and aids as it may, in eonsultation with the department of public in-
struction, deem advisable,

(8) It may make such charges ag its hoard of eurators shall establish as just and
proper to defray in part the costs of thig plogram

History: 1951 c. 465,

44,05 American history research center. (1) The state historical society, in order
to promoté the wider wnderstanding of the significance of the American heritage, shall
encourage research in American history in general;, and in the history of Wiseonsin and
the west particularly, through its American history research center and the other divisions
of this agency, and interpret to the public the nature of the said heritage, and the role of
state and local history in elucidating and facilitating the understanding of the Ameucan
democracy, social, pohtlcal cultural and economie,

(2) The society, in pursuit of these goals, may he the heneficiary of bequests in any
form, may undertake research projects, make grants-in-aid to students of particunlar
topies germane to the purposes of the center, publicize the American story or parts thereof
through publications of various types, exhibits, photographic or mierophotographie re-
productions, radio, pageantry and such other media as may from time to time best lend
themselves to its work.

History: 1951 c, 457,

44,06 Depository of public documents. (1) The state hlstoncal society shall he
the official public doecuments depository for the state of Wisconsin, Three copies of all
printed, near print, mimeographed, or otherwise reproduced state publications, reports,
releases and other matter published -at the expense of the state shall be sent to the state
historieal society by the dneator of purchases in accordance with seetion 35.84 (20). In
those instances where a given publication is not distributed by the burean of pulch'lses,
3 copies shall be sent to the state historical society hy the department commission or
agency of origin.

(2) The director of the state historical society shall file with the director of pur-
chases, and may from time to time revise, lists of ‘state, county, municipal, federal, or
other agencies to which state public printing should he distributed in accordance with
interstate or international comity, with or without exchange, as provided in seetion 35.80,
~in order to maintain or enlarge the reference collections of the society and the state. Tho
documents so specified shall be shipped to the addressees directly from the office of the
director of purchases, carriage charges payable by the state,

(3) The state historical society shall keep available to other state agencies and to
citizens of Wisconsin and other states its public doeument collections nunder such proper
and reasonable regulations as may he deemed advisable.

(4) The state hlstoncal society may loan such documents, exeept those of rave nature,
to other state agencies for official use or on interlibrary loan to other reference libraries
under such rules and regulations and for such period as may appear desirable,

(5) The state historical society shall prepare a periodic checklist of public doeuments
lssued by the state, including all 1ep01'ts, cnculals, bulletins and releases issued by the
_ variouns state departments, boards, commissions and agencies and shall publish this list in
such form and with such notes as to show the scope and purpose of such pubhcatmn

History: 1951 ¢, 457,

44,07 Museum extension service, (1) The state historical society, in conjunction
with its museum program and in order to make its collections and the teaching values of
museum materials available on a state-wide basis and to stimulate more effective local
mugenm techniques, may operate a museum extension service with or without the co-
operation of other museums or its auxiliary societies.

(2) The said society may for such purpose lend to other musenis, pubhc libraries,

art galleries, colleges, schools or other responsible institutions or organizations, under
such rules and safeguards and for such period ag it may deem desirable, such items and
objects from its collections as are not irreplaceable,

(3) The society may participate in eo-operative or joint exhibits with other museums
or auxiliary societies in this program, and may oub of the appropriation in section 20.16
(1) (e) extend financial assistance not to éxcesd $1,000 in the aggregate in any year to
other musetims or auxiliaries where and only where such aid is found necessary to enahle
such other museums or auxiliaries to participate in this prograin.
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(4) Transportation charges and other minor costs of such extension exhibits may he
charged the exhibifor,
History: 1951 ¢, 457,

44.08 Records of state officers. (1) For the purpose of the permanent preserva-
tion of important state records and to provide an orderly method for the disposition of
other state records, there shall be established under the state historieal society of Wis-
consin. a permanent committee on public records, to consist of the divector of the said
state historical society, the attorney-general, and the state auditor, or their designated
representatives, This commitee shall pass upon the requests of the state departments or
other agencies for the reproduction by mierofilm or other process or for the destruction
or other disposition of such records, and shall have power to order the destruetion, repro-
duction, temporary or permanent retention, and disposition of the public records of any
department or ageney of the state, and shall be specifically required to safeguard the
legal, financial and historical interests of the state in such records.

(2) (a) Public records for the purposes of this section are defined as all records,
documents, correspondence, original papers, files, manuseripts or other materials hearing
upon the activities and functions of the department or agency or its officers or employes.
' (b) “State agency” means any officer, commission, board, depaltment or bureau of
state government.

(3) To secure the destruetion or other disposition of noncurrent public reeords, the
head of any department or agency or his designated representative shall forward to the
committee an inventory of the records involved, certifying that in so far as his department
or agency is coneerned the records may he destloyed immediately or at some specified
future date. Such records shall he open at all times to inspection by the members of the
committee or their designated representatives. The committee shall pass on all such ve-
quests and may order such destruction or other disposition as may be dictated by the
historieal, financial and legal value of the records involved. No public records may be
destroyed without the written approval of the originating office or its legal snccessor and
‘the written approval of the committee on public records, any and all contrary provisions
of law notwithstanding.

(4) To secure the veproduction by microfilm or other photographie method of public
records of permanent value in such a manner as to make the reproduetion admissible as
evidence in any court, tribunal or agency, administrative or otherwise, and to enable
any state agency to request the destruction of original records without impairing the
“integrity of files of records having permanent value, any state agency may, upon receiv-
ing prior written approval from the committee on public records, cause any public rec-
ords whatsoever made or received in the regular course of business to be photographed,
microfilmed or otherwise reproduced by photoglaphy, provided that all records needed
for audit purposes shall be kept available in their original form for a period of at least
5 years from their date of origin or until after audit. Provision shall be made for the
preservation of any such 1ep1‘oduct10n in conveniently accessible files in the ageney of
origin or its successor or in the state archives and all persons shall be entitled to examine
and use the same subject to such reasonable rules as may be made by the responsible officer
of the state agency having custody of the same,

(h) (a) Any state agency may receive from the committee on public records written
approval for mierofilming or otherwise reproducing by photographic method state records
by submitting to the commlttee an mventory of the material to be photographed, showing
the name of the agency, title of record series, datec; covered, and a brief deseription of
the material.

(b) Any such photographie reproduction shall be deemed to be an original veecord for
all purposes, provided: 1. That such reproduction is upon film which complies with the
minimum standards of quality approved for permanent photographiec records by the
national bureau of standards; 2. that the device used to reproduce the records on film
shall be one which aecurately reproduces the content of the original; 3. that each reel
or part of a reel of microfilm shall carry at the beginning a title talo"et giving the name
of the agenecy, brief title of record series, the microfilming project 1eg1st1at10n number
assigned by the committee on publie records, and at the end the ecamera operator's cer-
tificate showing the microfilming project registration number, yeel number, brief title of
record series, a brief deseription of the fivst and last document on the reel or part of reel
of film, together with a statement signed by the operator substantially as follows: I hereby
_certify that I have on this ... day of .,...,19.., photographed the above-described docu-
ments in accordance with standal ds established by secfion 44.08 (5) (b) and with estab-
lished procedures; and 4. that a statement of compliance with the minimum standards
for quality of film and for processing and developing permanent photographic records
as provided by the natlonal buleau of standards shall he photographed on each reel or
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part of a reel of microfilm immediately following the operator’s certificate and authen-
ticated by the company developing or processing the film by signing the statement on the
film with an acetate ink or perforating the film with a punch or device suitable for that
purpose. The certificate of the operator and the statement of compliance shall he pre-
sumptive evidence that all conditions and standards prescribed by this section have been
complied with, ’

(¢) Any photographie reproduction meeting the foregoing conditions preseribed
shall be taken as and stand in lien of and have all the effect of the original doenment
and shall be admissible in evidence in all courts and all other tribunals or agencies, ad-
ministrative or otherwise, in all cases where the original document is admissible.

(d) An enlarged copy of any photographic reproduction on film made -as herein
provided and certified by the custodian as provided in section 327.18 (2) shall have the
same force and effect as the photographic reproduction itself.

(e) All contraects for photographie reproduction of records to he made as provided
in this seetion shall be entered into by the director of the hureau of purchases as pro-
vided by section 15,56 and the cost of making such photographic reproduction shall be
paid out of the appropriation of the state agency having the reproduction made.

(f) Each state agency shall, when provding photographic copies or enlargements of
records, require of the requestor payment of the actual cost thereof. Fees collected shall
be paid by the agency into the fund from which its appropriation was made and cred-
ited to such appropriation, except as otherwise provided by law.

(g) Nothing in this seetion shall he construned to prohibit the responsible officer of
any state agency from reproducing any document whatsoever, by any method whatsoever,
whenever it is necessary for him to do so in the course of carrying out his duties or
funetions in any case other than where the original document is to he .destroyed; but
no original publie record shall he destroyed after microfilming or other reproduction
without the approval of the committee on public records as provided in section 44.08 (3).

(6) The state historieal society, as trustee for the state, shall be the ultimate depos-
itory of the arehives of the state, and the committee on public records may transfer to the
gaid society such original reeords and reproductiong as it may deem proper and worthy
and worthy of permanent preservation, The society may deposit in the regional depos-
itories established under section 44.10, title remaining in the society, the records of state
agencies or their distriet or vegional offices which are primarily created in the geographie
area serviced by the depository, but the records of all central departments, offices, estah-
lishments and agencies shall remain in the main arehives in the capital ecity under the
society’s immediate jurisdiction. Nothing in this subsection nor in section 44.01 shall he
construed to prevent the society’s taking such steps for the safety of articles and materials
entrusted to its care in library, museum or archives, including temporary removal to safer
locations, as thay be dictated hy emergency conditions arising from a state of war, eivil
rebellion or other catastrophe.

(7) Said state historical society is hereby required, as soon ag practicable, adequately
and conveniently to classify and arrange such state records or other official materials as -
may be transferred to its eare, for permanent preservation under the provisions of section
44,08, and to keep the same accessible to all persons interested, under such proper and
reasonable regulations as may he found advisable. Copies therefrom shall, on application
of any citizen of Wisconsin interested therein, he made and certified by the director of said
historieal society, or his authorized representative in charge, which certification shall have
all the force and effect as if made by the official originally in charge of them.

History: 1951 c., 457,

[44.09 Stats. 1949 renumbered section 44.08 (7) by 1951 ¢, 457]

44,09 County, local and court records. The proper officer of any county, city, vil-
lage, town, school district or other loeal governmental unit may offer, and the state his-
torical society may accept for preservation, title to suech noncurrent records as in the
state historical society’s judgment are of permanent historical value and which are no
longer needed for administrative purposes by such local governmental unit. The proper
officer of any court may offer, and the state historical society may accept for preserva-
tion, on ovder of the judge of the said court, title to such records as have been photo-
graphed or mierophotographed or which have heen on file for at least 75 years, and
which are deemed by said society to be of permanent historieal value,

History: 1951 ¢, 457,

[44.10 Stats. 1949 renumbered section 44.02 (12) by 1951 o. 457]
44,10 Regional depositories for records. Said society, through its board of cura-

tors, shall have the right and power in its corporate capacity and as trustee of the state to
enter into agreements with the state teachers colleges or such other public or guasipublie
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institutions, agencies or corporations as the said board of curators of the said society
shall designate to serve as the regional records depository for a given area. Said agree-
ments shall specify the area to be served by the depository, and the methods of accession-
ing, cataloguing, eare, housing, préservation and servicing of these and such other material
as 'may be placed by the state historical society or in the name of the state historieal
society in such regional depositories under such agreements, it being the intent of this see-
tion to provide an orderly, uniform state-wide system for the retention and preservation
of important court, county and local public records on a manageable basis and under
proper professional eare in the vegion of origin. Only where such arrangements cannot
he accomplished, may the said society transfer such rvecords to the state archives. Said
society shall compile and maintain for reference purposes as soon as may he conven-
ient & union list of the records of county, city, village, town, school distriet, or other loecal
governmental unit, or court, title to which is transferved to it under this subsection
[section]. : :
History; 1951 c, 457,

[44.11 Stats. 1949 renumbered section 44.06 by 1951 . 457]

4411 Central depository library, The board of curators of the state historieal
society shall have the same authority to participate in the formation and maintenance of
a nonprofit-sharing corporation for the purpose of providing and operating a central
library depository as is conferred upon the regents of the university of Wisconsin under
section 36.06 (9).. Section 36.06 (9) shall, so far as applicable, apply to the board of
curators of the state historieal society and for the purposes of this section whenever the
word “regents” appears in section 36.06 (9) it shall be deemed to mean “hoard of eurators
of the state historieal society”.

History: 1951 c. 457, : .

[44.12 Stats. 1949 renumbered section 44.07 by 1951 ¢, 457]
[44.13 Stuats, 1949 renumbered section 44.11 by 1951 ¢, 457]




