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70,01 Greneral property taxes; upon whom levied. Taxes shall be levied, under the
prowsmns of this chapter, upon all general property in this state except such as is ex-
empted therefrom. Real estate taxes shall be deemed to he levied when the tax roll on
which they are extended has heen delivered to the local treasurer with his warrant for col-
lection.. When so Iev1ed such taxes shall be a lien upon the property against which they
are assessed, superior to all other liens, effective as of May 1 in. the year when levied,
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except in the case of special assessments of benefits for local improvements where the lien
of such assessments shall be in force from the time as provided in section 62.16 (7) (e),
and except that such special assessments in cities of the first elass shall be in force as
provided by the charter or general laws applicable to such cities.

70.02 Definition general property, General property is all the taxable real and
personal property defined in sections 70.03 and 70.04 except that which is taxed under the
provisions of chapters 76 and 77.

70.08 Definition real property. The terms ‘‘real property,’’ ‘‘real estate’’ and
“land,” when used in this title, shall include not only the land itself but all buildings and
improvements thereon, and all fixtures and rights and privileges appertaining thereto.

70.04 Definition personal property. The term ‘‘personal property,’’ as used in
this title, shall include all goods, wares, merchandise, chattels, and effects, of any nature or
deseription, having any real or marketable value, and not included in the term “real
property,” as above defined. ‘

(1) Personal property shall also include toll bridges; private railroads and bridges;
saw logs, timber and lumber, either upon land or afloat; steamboats, ships and other ves-
sels, whether at home or abroad; ferry hoats, including the franchise for running the same;
ice cut and stored for use, sale or shipment, and entire property of companies defined in
subsections (3), (7) and (8) of section 76.02, located entirely within one taxation district.

(2) The improvements on all lands situated in this state which shall have been entered
under the provisions of the act of congress entitled “An act o secure homesteads to actual
settlers on the public domain,” approved May twentieth, one thousand eight hundred and
sixty-two, and which shall be actually ocecupied and improved by the person so entering the
same or his heirs, shall he subject to taxation, and such improvements shall be assessed as
personal property. All taxes levied thereon shall be collected out of the personal property
of the oceupant of such lands and in no other manner,

70.045 Taxation district. The term “taxation distriet” is used in this chapter fo
designate a munieipality, either the town, village or city, in which general property taxes
are levied and collected. :

70.06 Valuation of property; assessors in cities and villages. (1) The assessment
of general property for taxation in all the towns, cities and villages of this state shall he
made according to the provisions of this chapter unless otherwise specifically provided.
If no provisions be otherwise made therefor, there shall be elected at the annual spring
election one assessor for each taxation district. '

(2) The governing hody of any town, city or village may provide for the selection
of one or more assistant assessors to assist the assessor in the discharge of his duties.

History: 1951 c. 686, .

Note: 71.05 (13), created by sec. 1, ch, 526, responding fiscal year and to calendar years
Laws 1949, is “applicable only to incomes re- or corresponding fiscal years thereafter.” See
ceived during the calendar year 1949 or cor- sec. 9 of said ch. 526.

70.0565 Assessment emergency; expert help, Whenever the governing body of any
town, village or city shall determine that an emergency exists in the assessment of the
property of the taxation district and shall deem it necessary, after consultation with and
approval by the department of taxzation, to employ expert or additional clerieal or other
help to aid in making an assessment in order that such assessment may he equitably made
in eompliance with law, such governing body shall have the power to employ such neces-
sary help as may be approved by the department of taxation and at such compensation as
shall be likewise approved. When so appointed such expert help, together with the
assessor, shall act together as an assessment board in exerecising the powers and duties of
the assessor during such employment, and the conecurrence of a majority of such board
shall be necessary to determine any matter upon which they are required to act. When a
single expert is employed the governing body may designate an employe of the state de-
partment of taxation to serve as a member of such hoard. ’

70.06 Assessment, where made; Milwaukee districts; assessors; appointment, re-
moval, (1) In cities of the first class the assessment of property for taxation shall be
under the direction of the tax commissioner who shall perform such duties in relation
thereto as may be preseribed by the common council, and the assessment volls of the
city shall be made as the council shall direct.

(2) The tax commissioner shall divide such city into distriets for purposes of ad-
ministration subject to approval of the common couneil. For the purpose of determining
situs of personal property for assessment and taxation, the boundaries of such distriets
may be disregarded. The tax commissioner, with the approval of the common council, may
redistrict the city or so much thereof as he deems necessary or he may create additional
assessment districts. The tax commissioner shall appoint one assessor for each district




1189 TAXES 70.07

.who shall he a resident of the city of Milwaukee and hold office in accordance with the
civil service laws applicable to such city, except in so far as the same is modified by sub-
seetion (3)..Such assessors, nnder the direction and supervision of the tax commissioner,
shall assess all the taxable property in each such district; except that the tax commissioner
may direct that the assessments of personal property and of one or more of the classes
of real property referred to in section 70.32 (2) may be made and administered without
regard to the houndaries of such administrative districts, in which event he shall assign
one-or more assessors to assess one or more classes of property in one or more of such
administrative distvicts; provided that the number of assessors shall not be less than the
total number of such administrative districts as determined by the tax commissioner and
approved by the eommon couneil, Said tax commissioner may, with the approval of the
common counncil, appoint one chief assessor and one or more chief appraisers and one or
more property appraisers and such other expert technical personnel as he may deem
necessary in order that all valuations throughout the city shall be uniformly made in ac-
cordance with law. Said chief assessor and chief appraisers shall exercise such direction
and supervision over assessment procedure as the tax commissioner shall determine; they,
together with the property appraisers, shall he members of the hoard of assessors and
shall holds office in the same manner as assessors as.hereinbefore provided. In the event
of the death, disability or removal of any district assessor, the tax commissioner may
appoint any other assessor, chief assessor, chief appraiser or property appraiser to act
as assessor of the distriet in which such death, disability or removal occurs. The assessors
and sueh chief assessor, chief appraisers and property appraisers as may be appointed
shall devote their entire time and attention to the duties of their office and shall not
actively engage in any other occupation. .

(3) Every assessor appointed as provided in subsection. (2) shall he subject to re-
moval from office for the causes mentioned in seetion 17.14, and in addition thereto for
negleet of duties, incompetency, drunkenness or intentional insubordination in the manner
provided by subsection (4). ' v

(4) Whenever the tax commissioner ascertains or has good reason to helieve that any
assessor is guilty of any of the causes for removal mentioned in subsection (3) he may
immediately suspend such assessor, and the tax commissioner shall thereupon within ten
days make complaint to the presiding judge of the cireuit court for the removal of such
assessor, and the matters shall be brought on for immediate hearing. The city attorney
shall attend and prosecute such proceedings for removal. Unless such complaint is filed
by the said tax commissioner within said time, said assessor so suspended shall ipso facto
be reinstated without further proceedings. Nothing herein contained, however, shall affect
the removal of assessors in the manner and for the causes as provided in section :17.14.

70.07 Functions of board of assessors in Milwaukee. (1) In all cities of the first
class the several assessors shall deliver their respective assessment rolls to, and file the
same with the tax commissioner on or before the first day set by the tax commissioner in
the notice provided in subsection (2), if practicable, but not later than the third Monday
in July in each year. )

(2) The tax commissioner shall give notice of publication in the official papers of
said eity, for 10 days, that on a day or days therein named, the assessment volls for said
city will be open for examination by the taxable inhabitants thereof. On the last Monday
of June the tax commissioner shall eall together all of the assessors, and sueh others as are
members of the board of assessors as provided in section 70.06 (2), and they together
with the said tax commissioner shall constitute an assessment hoard.

(3) To the end that all valuations throughout the city shall be made on a umiform
bagis, such board of assessors, under the direction and supervision of the tax commis-
sioner, shall compare the valuations so secured, making all necessary corrections and all
other just and necessary changes to arrive at the true value of property within the city;
and the tax commissioner may direct that all objections to valuations filed with him in
writing, as provided in section 70.47 (13), shall be investigated by such board of assessors.

(4) The concurrence of a majority of such board of assessors shall be necessary to
determine any matter upon which the tax commissioner requires it to act. No notice need
be given to the owners of the property assessed of any corrections or changes in the
assessment roll which are made prior to the day or days fixed in the notice mentioned in
subsection (2) as the day or days on which said assessment roll is to be open for exami-
nation, but any ehanges made thereafter and before the assessment roll shall have heen
delivered to the board of review can only be made upon notice by first class mail to the
person assessed if a resident of the city, or, if a nonresident, his agent if there be one
resident therein, or, if neither, the possessor of the property assessed if any; provided
the vesidence of such owner, agent or possessor be known to any member of said hoard of

assessors.
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(5) The tax commissioner may provide for ‘such committees of the hoard of ASSessors,
as he may think best, to make investigations including the investigations mentioned in
subsection (3) and perfonn such other duties as may be preseribed by the said tax com-
missioner. The tax commissioner shall be chairman of the board of assessors, and he
shall appoint as a member or chairman of the various committees, himself, any assessor
or other officer or employe in his department. .

~ (6) The board of assessors shall remain in session until all corrections and changes

have been made, including all corrections and changes resulting from investigations by
committees of the hoard of assessors of objections to valuations filed with the tax com-
missioner as herein provided, after which the tax commissioner shall submit the correeted
assessment rolls to the board of review. The objector, having been notified of such cor-
rections or changes as required in subsection (4), shall be deemed to have accepted the
action of the hoard of assessors on such ohjection unless the objector shall notify the tax
commissioner in writing, within 5 days, of his desire to present testimony before such
board of review. After the hoard of assessors has adjourned and until the board of review
has finally corrected the assessment rolls and returned the same to the tax commissioner,
he may appoint committees of the board of assessors to investigate any objections to the
amount or valuation of any real or personal property which have been filed with him.
The ecommittees so appointed shall report their investigation and recommendations to the
board of review and any member of any such committee shall he a competent witness in
any hearing before such board of review.

70.08 Assessment district, The term “assessment distriet” is used to designate any
subdivision of territory, whether the whole or any part of any munieipality, in which
by law a separate assessment of taxable property is made by an assessor or assessors
elected or appointed therefor except that in cities of the first class sueh dlstuets may be
referred to as administrative distriets,

70.09 Blanks for officers. The department of taxation shall p1esc11be and furnish
to the several county clerks, forms for the assessment volls, fax rolls, blanks and retuins
required for the assessment and collection of taxes. Every county clerk shall, at the ex-
pense of the county, amnually proeure to be prepared according to such p1eseubed forms
and furnish fo each assessor in the county, in due season for use, an assessment roll, and to
each city, village and town clerk a tax roll, and all other hooks, blanks and papers necessary
to be used by such assessors, city, town and village clerks and treasurers, in the discharge
of their duties. In the event the department of taxation shall fail to prescribe such forms,
the county clerk shall supply such assessment volls, tax rolls and other blanks and neces-
sary papers as are now in current use in such cities, villages and towns, and if he fails to
supply the same, as herein provided, the clerk of any such city, village or town shall pro-
cure the same, and the cost thereof shall be a charge agamst the county.

70.10 . Assessment, when made. The assessor shall begin as soon as practicable after
the April election, if he is eleeted at such eleetion, otherwise as soon as practicable after
J anuary first to assess all the real and personal property as of the close of the first day
of May in each year. Except in cities of the first class, such assessment shall be finally
completed before the first Monday in July. All real property conveyed to any county or
any eity by gift, purchase, tax deed or power of eminent domain before the first l\Ionday
1n July shall not be included in such assessment.

70,11 Property exempted from taxation, The property descmbed in this section
is exempted from general property taxes:

(1) PROPERTY OF THE STATE. . Property owned by this state e\eept land contracted to
be sold by the state. This exemption shall not apply to land conveyed after September,
1933, to this state or for its benefit while the grantor or others for his henefit are per-
mltted to occupy the land or part thereof in consideration for the conveyance.

(2) MUNIOIPAL PROPERTY, Property owned by any county, city, village, town or
school district; lands belonging to cities of any other state used for public parks; land
tax-deeded to any county or city before the first Monday in July.

(3) CorrmGEs AND UNIVERsITIES. (a) Grounds of any ineorporated college or uni-
versity, not exceeding 80 acres.

(b) The fact that college or university officers, faculty members, teachers, students or
employes live on the grounds does not render them taxable. The leasing of land by a wni-
versity or college, for educational or charitable purposes, shall not render it liable to
taxation provided the income derived therefrom is used for the maintenance of the in-.
stitution or for charitable purposes.

(4) EDUCATIONAT, RELIGIOUS AND BENEVOLENT INSTITUTIONS; WOMEN’S CLUBS; HIS-
TORICAL SOCIETIES; FRATERNITIES; LIBRARIES. Property owned and used exclusively by
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educational institntions offering regular courses 6 months in the year; or hy churches ov
religious, educational or benevolent associations; including parsonages, whether of loeal
churches, or distriets, and occupied by the pastor permanently; or by women’s clubs; or
by domestie, incorporated historical societies; or by domestic, incorporated, free public
library -associations; or by fraternal societies operating under the lodge system (except
university, college and high school fraternities and sovorities), but not exceeding 10
acres of land necessary for location and convenience of buildings while such property
is not used for profit. Leasing such property to similar organizations for educational
or henevolent purposes, where all the income derived therefrom is used for maintenance,
shall not render.the property taxable. This amendment (September 1949) shall apply
retroactively to the cnrrent year’s assessment.

(5) AGRICULTURAL FAIRS. Property owned and used exclusively by any state or county
agricultural society, or by any other domestic corporation formed to encourage agricul-
tural and industrial fairs and exhibitions and necessary for fairgrounds or for exhibition
and sale of agricultural and dairy property, not exceeding 80 acres. The use of such
property for celebrations or as places of amusement shall not render it taxable.

(6) Tire compaNIES. Property of any fire company used exclusively for its purposes.

(7) LAND OF MILITARY ORGANIZATIONS. Land owned by military organizations and
used for armories, public parks or monument grounds but not used for private gain.

(8) TaxEp 1§ PART. Where property for which exemption is sought pursuant fo
this section is used in part for exempt purposes and in part for pecumary profit, then
the same shall be assessed for taxation at such percentage of the full market value of
said real and personal property as shall fairly measure and represent the extent of such
use for pecuniary profit. In determining the amount of such assessment, the term
“pecuniary profit” as used in this section is hereby defined as the use of any portion of
said premises or facilities Tor purposes not directly included within the objects of such
organization for which use compensation is received, and the space so used, the period
of such use, and all other factors tending to measure the extent thereof, shall he con-
sidered in fixing the amount of such assessment. The term “pecuniary profit” as used in
this section shall not be deemed to include such incidental inecome as that derived by such
organization from occasional social affairg condueted principally by and for the members
of such organization but which nonmembers may attend, nor any income derived from the
resale of any merchandise given or donated to any charitable or benevolent society or
association when such income is used for the purposes of such society or association, The
use of “pecuniary profits” derived from the use of all or a portion of any premises shall
not ereate an exemption in favor of such property. The occasional renting of such halls
or buildings for public purposes shall not render them taxable, provided that all income
derived therefrom he used for the upkeep and maintenance thereof.

(9) Memoriang, All memorial halls and the real estate upon which the same are
located, owned and occupied by any organization of United States war veterans organized
pursuant to act of congress and domesticated in this state pursuant to chapter 182 or
188, containing permanent memorial tablets with the names of former residents of any
given town, village, city or county, who lost their lives in the military or naval service of
the state or the United States in any war inseribed thereon, and all personal property
owned by such organizations, and all buildings erected, purchased or maintained by any
county, city, town or village as memorials under section 45.05 or section 45.055. The
renting of such halls or buildings for public purposes shall not render them taxable,
provided that all income derived therefrom he used for the npkeep and maintenance
thereof. Where such hall or building is used in part for exempt purposes and in part
for pecuniary profit, it shall he assessed for taxation to the extent of such use for
peeuniary profit as provided in subsection (8).

(10) Y.M.C.A. axp Y.W.C.A, Lands not exceeding 40 acres with the building there-
on owned by the state association of Young Men’s Christian Associations or Young
Women’s Christian Associations not heing within the limit of any incorporated ecity or
village, orgamized under the laws of this state for moral, religious and educational pur-
poses and used by it exclusively for holding summer training camps or assemblies for
moral, religious and educational purposes. The benefits of this subsection shall cease to
be enjoyed by such association if it shall at any time appear that a dividend has been
declared on its stock, or that a division of profits has been made in any manner among all
or any of its members.

(11) - Brere camps, All real property not exceeding 30 acres and the personal prop-
erty situated therein, of any Bible camp conducted by a religious nonprofit eorporation
organized under the laws of this state, so long as the property is used for religiouns pur-
poses and not for pecuniary profit of any individual.
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(12) Scoums. Property owned by the Boy Scouts of Ameriea, the Girl Seouts or
Camp Fire Girls or by any personr as trustee for them which is used for the purposes of
those organizations, provided no pecuniary profit results to any individual owner or
member.

(13) CemErEriES, Land owned by cemetery associations and used exclusively as
public burial grounds and tombs and monuments therein, and privately owned hurial lots;
land adjoining such burial grounds, owned and occupied exclusively by the association
for cemetery purposes; personal property owned by any cemetery association and neces-
sary for the care and management of burial grounds.

(14) Arr ganneries. Property of any publie art gallery, if used exclusively for art
exhibits and for art teaching, if public access to such gallery is free not less than 3 days
in each week.

(15) Coararuntry ceNTERS, Property of any community center organized under sec-
tion 43.51.

(16) Lasor tenprES, Property owned and used exelusively by any labor organiza-
tion or by any domestie corporation whose members are workmen associated according
to crafts, trades or oceupations or their authorized representatives or assoeiations com-
posed of members of different erafts, trades or oecupations, provided no pecuniary profit
results to any member.

(17) FArMERS’ TEMPLES, Property owned and used exclusively for social and educa-
tional purposes and for meetings by any corporation, all of whose members are farmers;
provided no pecuniary profit results to any member.

(18) Housmng. - Property of housing authorities exempt from taxation pursuant to
gections 66.39 (9) and 66.40 (22).

(19) INSTITUTIONS FOR DEPENDENT CHILDREN, All the real and personal property of
any children’s institution licensed for the care of dependent, neglected, or delinquent
children under sections 48.35 to 48.42 while the same is actually used for such purpose.
This amendment (1951) shall apply retroactively to the current year’s assessment.

(20) PROPERTY HELD IN TRUST IN PUBLIC INTEREST. All real and personal property
owned by or held in trust for any nonprofit organization and used for the purposes of
preserving the native wild plant or animal life, or Indan mounds or other works of
ancient man, or geological or geographical formations of scientific interest, or such part
thereof as shall be held or used for such purpose, provided that such property is open to
the public subject to reasonable restrictions and no pecuniary profit results from the
use or holding or otherwise from any real or personal property herein exempted to any
individual owner or member thereof or any associate of any owner or member. The ex-
emption afforded hy this subsection shall not be granted unless and until the ecounty
board of the county in which such property is located has approved thereof,

COross Reference: For other exemptions from taxation, see 1.04, U, S, sites; 70.40, banks
and trust companies; 76.23, utilities.
History: 1951 c. 123, 734,

A benevolent home for children, organ-
ized to teach religious principles to orphans,
half orphans, and neglected and dependent
children, in which, from 1938 to 1945, the
proportion of nonorphan inmates was
greater than 50 per cent of the whole, was
conducted during such period for children
generally, with orphanhood no more than a
coincidence, and the home did not qualify for
total exemption from property taxes during
such period as an “orphan asgylum or orphan
home” under (15), asg existing during such
period. Evangelical L. Church v. Shawano
County, 256 W 196, 40 N'W (2d) 590,

Real estate purchased for purposes of
university expansion at the direction of and
for the regents of the university of Wis-
consin by a nonstock, nonprofit corporation

organized at the direction of the regents,
and authorized to acquire real estate for
the exclusive uses, purposes and benefit of
the university of Wisconsin, and the ar-
ticles of which corporation provide that its
entire net income is to be turned over to the
regents, is exempt from taxation under (1),
as ‘“‘property owned by this state,” although
the title is in the corporation and some of it
is presently rented to tenants pending its
use for university purposes. State ex rel
Wisconsin Univ. Bldg, Corp. v. Bareis, 257 W
497, 44 NW (2d) 259. .

Machines owned by private corporation
located in the federal forest products lab-
oratory are not exempt from local taxation,
39 Atty. Gen. 78.

70,111 Personal property exempted from taxation. The property described in this
geetion is exempted from general property taxes:
(1) JeWELRY, HOUSEHOLD FURNISHINGS AND APPAREL, Personal ornaments and jewelry

(including a wateh) (not exceeding in value $750), family portraits, private libraries
(not exceeding in value $200), musical instruments (not exceeding in value $100), honse-
hold furniture and furnishings, apparel, one bieyecle, and one firearm if such items are
kept for personal use by the owner,

(2) Awtmars, Farm poultry, farm animals and fur-bearing animals under 4 months
of age.

(3) Boar., Watercraft employed regularly in interstate traffic. Watereraft belonging
to nonresidents of this state and laid up for repairs.




1193 TAXES 70113

(4) Crors. Growing erops ineluding nursery stock and trees growing for sale as sueh,
including medicinal plants.

(5) FamiLy suppLiss. Provisions and fuel sufficient to sustain the owner’s family 6
months; but no person paying board shall be deemed a member of a family.

(6) Sroox mEEp, Hay, grain and other feed raised on farms for feeding thereon and
not for sale.

(7) FArM pERSONALTY., All horses, mules, wagons, earriages, sleighs, harnesses.

(9) Toors, mAcHINERY. The tools of a mechanic kept and used in his trade and farm,
orchard and garden machinery implements and tools, actually used in the operation of any
farm, orehard or garden, or any new farm machinery, horse or power drawn, stocked and
owned by a retailer for farm use.

(10) OriGiNaL PAcKAGES, Merchandise shipped into this state and placed in storage
in the original package in a commercial storage warehouse or on a public wharf shall
while so in storage be considered in transit and not subjeet to taxation, but no portion of
a premises owned or leased by a consignor or consignee shall be deemed to be a public
warehouse despite any licensing as such.

(11) Cmeese, Natural wneured cheese owned hy the Wisconsin manufacturer.

(16) Tosacco. Tobaceo pledged as security for the payment of any nonrecourse loan
or loans granted by the United States or any agenecy thereof.

History: 1951 c, 98, 601, 673, 682,

Turkey poults are exempt from taxation
as “poultry” to the extent of $25 but are not
exempt as ‘“‘farm -animals” or “fur-bearing
animals.,” Albion v. Trask, 256 W 485, 41 NW
(2d) 627,

Brooder houses, located on turkey farms
and mounted on skids so as to be movable

?%I;t.w{}lbion v. Trask, 256 W 485, 41 NW .

Sprayers, tractors, plows, drags and sim-
ilar machinery owned by a corporation and
used for commercial work on farms not
operated by the corporation are not exempt
from taxation. 89 Atty. Gen, 411,

from one location to another, are not ex-

. 70112 Property exempted from taxation because of special tax, The property de-
seribed in this section is exempted from general property taxes:
(1) MoNEY AND INTANGIELE PERSONALTY. Money and all intangible personal property,
such as credit, checks, notes, bonds, stocks and other written instruments.

(2) INSURANCE COMPANIES. Personal property of insurance eompanies organized or
doing business in this state, necessary for the operation of such business.

(3) TrUsT CORPORATIONS. Personal property of domestic trust and annuify cor-
porations, : ‘ ’

(4) SPECIAL PROPERTY AND GROSS RECEIPTS TAXES OR LICENSE FEES. All special property
assessed under the provisions of chapter 76 and such property of any telephone eom-
pany, freight line company, and electric co-operative association as is used and useful
in the operation of the business of such company or association. Nothing herein pro-
vided shall he deemed to exclude any real estate from special assessments for loeal im-
provements under the provisions of seetion 75.65, nor any property which is separately
accounted for under the provisiosn of section 196.59. ‘

(5) Moror vericLEs. Every automobile, motor truck, motor delivery wagon, passen-
ger automobile bus, motor eycle, or other similar motor vehicle, or trailer or semitrailer
used in eonnection therewith.

70,113 Farm wood lots exempted from taxation.
section is exempted from general property faxes:

(1) Any wood lot or wood lots forming an integral, even though detached part, of a
regularly operated farm, and not exceeding one-fifth of the total area of such farm, and
any portion of a regularly operated farm, the slopes of which portion have a gradient of
more than 30 per cent, if for one year immediately preceding May 1 of the year in which
the assessment is made, the owner or operator of such farm has not permitted such wood
lot or wood lots to be cultivated, mowed, grazed or hurned, and if the owner or operator
of such farm has made a reasonable effort to reforest such wood lot or wood lots, and, in
the ease of slopes, to protect and promote the growth of such grass, shrubs or trees as will
tend to prevent erosion thereon, and if .such wood lot or wood lots are separated from
the farm of which they are a part by a fence consisting of 3 barbed wires supported by
posts spaced not more than one rod apart.

(2) All claims for wood Iot or slope exemptions shall be in the form of a sworn
statement by the applicant submitted to the assessor setting forth the fotal number of
acres in his farm, the number of acres of wood lot, the number of acres of slope and the
other facts upon which he bases his claim for exemption. No elaim for exemption shall
be granted unless the assessor shall file with the town eclerk the elaimant’s statement to-
gether with his own sworn statement to the effect that he has personally inspected the

The property deseribed in this
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lands for which exemption is claimed and that the claim meets with all the requirements
of subsection (1), The assessor who is paid a salary for his services as assessor shall
receive in addition to all other compensation provided by law, a fee of 50 cents for each
claim for exemption he shall investigate, except that his fee shall not be more than 50
cents for inspecting any farm for which hoth a wood lot and slope exemption ave claimed.
Assessors who receive a per diem for their services shall not receive an adchtlonal fee for
any claims for exemption they may investigate.

(8) The clerk of each county shall furnish appropriate forms preseribed by the de-
partment of taxation to carry out the provisions of this section and shall distribute them
to the town assessors not later than April 15 of each year. Such forms shall have printed
upon them the provisions of this section. '

History: 1951 c. 247 s, 27,

70.114 Payments in lieu of school tax on state forest lands, Notwithstanding any
provision of seetion 70.11, the ¢onservation eommission shall certify to the director of
budget and accounts who shall draw his warrant on the state treasurer for the amount
so certified, the amount due each school district in which any state forest lands acquired
pursuant to section 20.20 (14) (a) are located, an amount which the department of taxa-
tion in its judgment shall determine would be payable in that year as school taxes upon
such lands within the district, were the same fully subject to taxation for school purposes.

70.115 ‘Taxation of real estate held by state of Wisconsin investment board, All
real estate owned or held by any of the funds invested by the.state of Wisconsin invest-
ment board (other than the constitutional trust funds) shall be assessed and taxed in the
same manner as privately owned real estate. Such taxes shall be paid out of the fund fo
which the lands belong or for whose benefit they are held. If such taxes are not paid, the
real estate shall be subject to tax sale as are privately owned lands.

History: 1951 c¢. 511,

70,116 Taxation of university agricultural trust fund properties. All agrieultural
lands owned or held by the hoard of regents of the university of Wisconsin except those
used for experimental purposes shall he subject only to the tax levied for school purposes
the same as other real estate. If such taxes ave not paid, the real estate shall be subject
to tax sale as are privately owned lands.

70.117 Taxation of certain agricultural land owned by the state. Notwithstanding
‘any provision of seetion 70.11, all agricultural land owned by the state and operated by
the state department of public welfare or the state board of health in eonneection with
state curative, penal and correctional institutions under its supervision shall be subject to
any tax levied for sehool purposes the same as other real estate. If such taxes are not
paid, the real estate shall be subjeet to tax sale as are privately owned lands.

History: 1951 c. 327,

70,12 Real property, where assessed. Hxcept in cities of the first class, all real
property not expressly exempt from taxation shall be entered upon the assessment roll
in the assessment district where it lies,

70.13 Where personal property assessed. (1) All personal property shall be as-
sessed in the assessment distriet where the same is loeated or customarily kept except
as otherwise specifically provided. Personal property in transit within the state on the
first day of May shall be assessed in the district in which the same is intended to be kept
or located, and personal property having no fixed location shall he assessed in the distriet
Whele the owner or the person in charge or possession thereof resides, except as p1ov1ded
in subsection (5) of this section.

(2) Saw logs or timber in transit, which are to be sawed or manufactured in any mill
in this state, shall be deemed located and shall be assessed in the distriet in whieh such
mill is located. Saw logs or timber shall be deemed in transit when the same are being
transported either by water or rail, but when such logs or timber are banked, decked,
piled or otherwise temporarily st01ed for transportation in any dlstllct they shall be .
deemed located, and shall be assessed in such distriet.

(3) On or before the tenth day of May in each year the owner of such logs or timber
shall furnish the assessor of the distriet in which such mill is located a verified statement
of the amount, character and value of all such logs and timber in transit on the first day
of May preceding, and to the assessor of the distriet in which any such logs and timber
were located on the first day of May preceding, he shall furnish a like verified statement
of the amount, character and value thereof. Any assessment made in accordance with
such statement shall be valid and binding on the owner notwithstanding any subsequent
change as to the place where the same may be sawed or manufactured. If the owner of.
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such logs or timber shall fail or refuse to furnish the statement herein provided for, or
shall infentionally make a false statement, he shall be subject to the penalties prescribed
by section 70.36.

(5) As between school distriets, the location of personal property for taxation shall
be ‘determined by the same rules-as between assessment districts; provided, that whenever
the owner or occupant shall reside upon: any contiguous fracts or parcels of land which
shall lie in two or more assessment districts, then the farm implements, live stock, and
farm produets of such owner or ocenpant used, kept, or being wpon such contiguous fracts
or parcels of land, shall be assessed in the assessment distriet where such personal prop-
erty is customarily kept.

(6) No change of location or sale of any personal property after the fivst day of May
in any year shall affect the assessment made in such year. :

(7) Saw logs or timber removed from public lands during the year next preceding
the first day of May or having been removed from such lands and in transit therefrom on
the first day of May, shall be deemed located and assessed in the assessment distriet
wherein such publie lands are located and shall be assessed in no other assessment district.
Saw logs or timber shall be deemed in transit when the same are being transported. On
or before May 10 in each year the owner of such logs or timber shall furnish the assessor
of the assessment district wherein they are assessable a verified statement of the amount,
character and value of all such logs and timber, If the owner of any such logs or timber
shall fail or refuse to furnish such statement or shall intentionally make a false state-
ment, he shall be subject to the penalties preseribed by section 70.36. This subsection
shall supersede any provision of law in conflict therewith. The term “owner” as used in
this subgection is deemed to mean the person owning the logs or timber at the time of sev-
ering, “Public lands” as used in this subseetion shall mean lands owned by the United
States of America, the state of ‘Wisconsin or any political subdivision of this state.

(7) created by ch. 123, Laws 1949, does assessable as personal property in the as-
not impose a - special severance tax but sessment district where the public lands are
merely provides that saw logs or timber cut located against the person owning the same
from public lands and on hand on May 1 are on May 1. 39 Atty. Gen, 154,

70,14 Incorporafed companies. The residence of an incorporated company, for the
purposes of the preceding section, shall be held to be in the assessment distriet where the
principal office or place of husiness of such company shall be,

70.15 Assessment of vessels. (1) That in consideration of an annual payment into
the treasury of any town, village or eity where such property is assessable by the owner
of any steam vessel, harge, boat or other water craft, owned within this state, or hailing
from any port thereof, and employed regularly in interstate traffic of a sum equal to one
cent per net ton of the registered tonnage thereof, said steam vessel, barge, boat or other
water craft shall be and the same is hereby made exempt from further taxation, either
state or municipal, :

(2) The owner of any steam vessel, barge, hoat or other water craft, hailing from
any port of this state, “and so employed regularly in interstate traffic,” desiring to com-
ply with the terms of this section, shall annually, on or hefore the first day of May, file
with the clerk of such town, village or city a verified statement, in writing, containing the
name, port of hail, tonnage and name of owner of such steam vessel, barge, boat or other
water eraft, and shall thereupon pay into the said treasury of such town, village or city
a sum equal fo one cent per net ton of the registered tonnage of said vessel, and the
treasurer shall thereupon issue his receipt therefor. All vessels, boats or other water
craft not regularly employed in interstate traffic and all private yachts or pleasure boats
belonging to inhabitants of this state, whether at home or abroad, shall be taxed as per-
sonal property. »

- 7016 Leaf tobacco. Leaf tobacco, whether in the hands of the grower or dealer,
shall be listed and valued by the assessor of the assessment distriet where the same is
located on May first of the year in which the assessment is to be made, and no tobacco then
located in this state shall be considered in transit unless it has actually been started on its
journey or has been delivered and consigned to a ecommon carrier for shipment. Any
assessor who shall knowingly fail to list and value according to law any and all leaf
tobaceo loeated in his district on May fivst of the year of making his assessment shall be
punished as provided in section 348.29. '

Tobacco in warehouses of co-operative Corporation is subject to state personal
tobacco growers association and pledged by property taxation. 39 Atty. Gen, 58,
it to secure loan from Commodity Credit

70.17 Lands, to whom assessed; buildings on exempt lands, Real property shall be
entered in the name of the owner, if known to the assessor, otherwise to the occupant
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thereof if ascertainable, and otherwise without any name. The person holding the con-
traet or certificate of sale of any real property contracted to be sold by the state, but not
conveyed, shall be deemed the owner for such purpose. The undivided real estate of any
deceased person may be entered to the heirs of such person without designating them by
name. -The real estate of an incorporated company shall be entered in the same manner
as that of an individual. Improvements on leased lands may be assessed either as real
property or personal property.

_Buildings on leased land, if taxed as real assessed separately as real estate. 39 Atty.

sstate are to be included-in the assessment Gen, 615,
tvith the lands as a unit, and may not be '

70.174 Improvements on government-owned land. Improvements made by any per-
son on land within this state owned by the United States may be assessed either as real or
personal property to the person making the same, if ascertainable, and otherwise to the
oceupant thereof or the person receiving benefits therefrom.

70.175 School tax on county land. (1) Real estate not exceeding one acre in area,
together with the improvements thereon, otherwise exempt, owned by a county and from
which the county receives income, in the form of rentals or otherwise, from persons oceupy-
ing such premises shall be subject to the tax levied for school purposes in the same manner
as other real estate; provided that the persons ocenpying such plemises have a child or
children attending or legally entitled to attend the public school in the school distriet in
which the plopelty is located.

(2) Such taxes shall be paid by the county in the same manner as other real estate
taxes are paid; upon receipt of such taxes the local treasurer shall pay the same to the
treasurer of the school district in which the property is located.

70.18 Personal property, to whom assessed. (1) Personal property shall he as-
sessed to the owner thereof, except that when it shall be in the charge or possession of
some person other than the owner or person benecficially entitled thereto in the capacity
“of parent, guardian, husbhand, agent, lessee, occupant, mortgagee, pledgee, executor, ad-
ministrator, trustee, asswnee, receiver, or -other representative eapacity, it shall be as-
sessed to the person so0 in charge or possession of the same. Telegraph and telephone
poles, posts, railroad ties, Jumber and all other manufactured forest products shall be
deemed to be in the charge or possession of the person in occupancy or possession of the
premises upon which the same shall he stored or piled, and the same shall he assessed to
such person, nnless the owner or some other person residing in the same assessment dis-
trict, shall he actually and actively in eharge and possession thereof, in which case it shall
be assessed to such resident owner or other person so in actual chzu'cre or possession; but
nothing contained in this elause shall affect or change the rules plescnbed in section 70.13
respecting the distriet in which such property shall be assessed.

(2) Goods, wares and merchandise in storage in a ecommercial storage warehouse or
on a public wharf, except as provided in section 70.111 (10), shall be assessed to the
owner thereof and not to the warehouse or public wharf, if the operator of the warehouse
or public wharf furnishes to the assessor the names and addresses of the owners of all
goods, wares and merchandise not exempt from taxation.

(3) Upon the receipt of such information relating to goods, wares and melchandlse
owned in some other assessment distriet from that in whlch the warehouse is located, the
assessor shall promptly transmit the same to the assessor of the proper assessment chstuct
Such assessor shall thereupon assess the goods, wares and merchandise to the owners
thereof, -

70.19 . Assessment, how made; liability and rights of representative. (1) When
personal property shall be assessed to some person in charge or possession thereof other
than the owner or person beneficially entitled thereto as hereinbefore provided, the assess-
ment thereof, shall be entered upon the assessment roll separately from the same person’s
assessment of his own personal property, adding to his name upon such roll words briefly
indieating that such assessment is made to him as the person in charge or possession
thereof as occupant or possessor of the premises on which such property is stored or piled
or as the hushand, agent, lessee, occupant, mortgagee, pledgee, executor, administrator,
trustee, assignee, receiver or other representative of the owner or person beneficially en-
titled thereto; but a failure to enter such assessment separately or to indicate the represen-

tative eapamty or other 1elat10nshlp of the person assessed shall not affect the validity of
the assessment.

(2) The person so assessed shall be personally liable for the tax thereon. He shall
have a personal right of action against the owner or person beneficially entitled to such
property for the amount of such taxes and shall have a lien therefor upon such property
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with the rights and remedies for the preservation and enforecement of such lien provided
in sections 289.45 and 289.48, and shall be entitled to retain possession of such property
until the owner or person heneficially entitled thersto shall have paid the tax thereon or
shall have reimbursed the person assessed for such tax if paid hy him. Such lien and right
of possession shall relate baek and exist from the time as of which suech assessment is
made, but may be released and discharged by giving to the person assessed such nndertak-
ing or other mdemnity as he may aceept or by giving to him a bond in sueh amount and
with such sureties as shall be directed and approved by the connty judge of the county in
which such property is assessed, upon eight days’ notice to the person assessed, which bond
shall be conditioned to hold and keep the person against whom such assessment is made free
and harmless from any and all costs, expense, liability or damage by reason of such assess-
ment.

70.20° Owner’s liability when personalty assessed to another; action to collect.
(1) When personal property shall be assessed to some person in charge or possession
thereof, other than the owner, such owner as well as the person so in charge or possession
shall be liable for the taxes levied pursuant to such assessment; and the liability of such
owner may be enforced in a personal action as for a debt. Such action may be brought
in the name of the town, city or village in which such assessment was made, if commenced
before the time fixed by law for the return of delinquent taxes, by direction of the
treasurer or tax collector of such town, city or village. If commenced after such a rve-
turn, it shall be brought in the name of the county or other municipality to the treasurer
or other officer of which such return shall be made, by direction of such treasurer or other
officer. Such action may be brought in any court of this state having Juusdlctlon of the
amount involved and in which jurisdiction may be obtained of the person of such owner
or by attachment of the property of such owner.

(2) The remedy of attachment may be allowed in such action upon filing an affidavit
of the officer by whose direction sueh action shall be brought, showing the assessment of
such property in the assessment district, the amount of tax levied pursuant thereto, that
the defendant was the owner of such property at the time as of which the assessment
thereof was made, and that such tax remains unpaid in whole or in part, and the amount
remaining unpaid, The proceedings in such actions and for enforecement of the judgment
obtained therein shall be the same as in ordinary actions for debt as near as may be, but
‘no property shall be exempt from attachment or execution issued upon a judgment against
the defendant in such action.

(3) The assessment and tax rolls in which such assessment and tax shall be entered
shall be prima facie evidence of such assessment and tax and of the justice and regularity
thereof; and the same, with proof of the ownership of such property by the defendant at
the tlme as of which the assessment was made and of the nonpayment of such tax, shall
be sufficient to establish the liahility of the defendant. Such liability shall not be affected
and such action shall not be defeated by any omission or irregularity in the assessment or
tax proceedings not affectmg the substantial justice and equity of the tax. The provisions
of this section shall not impair or affect the remedies given by other provisions of law for
the collection or enforcement of such tax against the person to whom the property was
assessed.

[70.205 Stats. 1927 renumbered section 70.18 (2), (3) by 1929 c. 452 5. 2]

- 70.21 Partnership; estates in hands of executor; personal property, how assessed.
The personal property of a partnership may be assessed in the names of the persons eom-
posing such paltnelshlp, so far as known or in the firm name or title under which the
partnership business is conducted, and each partner shall be liable for the taxes levied
thereon. ‘Undistributed personal p10pe1ty belonging to the estate of a person deceased
shall be assessed to the executor or admmlstlator 1f one shall have been appointed and
qualified, on the first day of May in the year in which the assessment is made, otherwise
it may be assessed to the estate of such deceased person, and the tax thereon shall be paid
by the executor or administrator if one be thereafter appointed, otherwise by the person
or persons in possession of such property at the time of the assessment.

70.22 Personal property being administered, how assessed. (1) In case one or
more of two or more executors of the will or administrators or trustees of the estate of a
decedent, whose domicile at the time of his decease was in this state, shall not be residents
within the state, the taxable personal property belonging to such estate shall be assessed

"'to the executors, administrators or trustees vesiding in this state, In case there shall be
two or more executors, administrators or trustees of the same estate residing in this state,
but.in different assessment distriets, the assessment of such personal property shall be in
the name of all such executors, administrators or trustees. In case the executor, admin-
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istrator, trustee, or all of them if more than one, shall not reside in this state, such prop-
erty may be assessed in the name of such executors or administrators or in the name of
such estate.

(2) The taxes imposed pursuant to such assessment may be enforeced as a claim
against the estate; upon presentation of such elaim by the treasurer of such distriet to the
court in which the proeeedings for the probate of sueh estate are pending, and upon due
proof such court shall allow and order the same to be paid; and before the allowance of
the final account of a nonvesident executor, administrator or trustee the court shall ascer-
tain whether there ave or will be any taxes remaining unpaid or to be paid on account of
personal property belonging to the estate, and shall make such order or direction as may
. be necessary to provide for the payment thereof. The foregoing provisions shall not
impair or affect any remedy given by other provisions of law for the eolleetion or enforce-
ment of taxes upon personal property assessed to executors, administrators or trustees.

70,23 Duties of assessors; unincorporated villages, - (1) The assessor shall enter

upon the assessment roll opposite to the name of the person to whom assessed, if any, as
before provided in regular order as fo lots and blocks, sections and parts of sections
(except that so much ag is within the limits of an incorporated village or unincorporated
village the limits of which have been designated by the town board, shall be assessed in one
part of the roll from the best information he can obtain )} a correet and pertinent descrip-
tion of each pareel of real property in the assessment distriet not exempt from taxation
and the number of acres in each tract containing more than one acre.
.. (2) When two or more lots or tracts owned by the same person are deemed by the
gssessor so improved or oceupied with buildings as to be practically incapable of separate
valuation, they may be entered as one parcel, Whenever any tract, parcel or lot of land
shall have been surveyed and platted and a plat thereof recorded according to law, the
assessor shall designate the several lots and subdivisions of such platted ground as they are
fixed and designated by such plat. ‘

70.24 Public lands and land mortgaged to state. The secretary of state shall
annually, before the first day of May, make and transmit to the eounty clerk of each
courity an abstract containing a correct and full statement and deseription of all. public
lands sold and not patented by the sfate, and of all lands mortgaged to the state lying in
his county; and immediately on receipt thereof the county eclerk shall make and fransmit
to the clerk of each town or city in the county a list from said abstract of such lands lying
in such town or city, if any. Every assessor shall enter on the assessment roll, in a sepa-
rate column, under distinet headings, a list of all such publie and mortgaged lands, and
the same shall he assessed and taxed in the same manner as other lands, without regard to
any balance of purchase money or loans remaining unpaid on the same.

70.25 Lands, described on rolls. In all assessments and tax rolls, and in all adver-
tisements, certificates, papers, conveyances or proceedings for the assessment and col-
lection of taxes, and proceedings founded thereon, as well heretofore as hereafter, any
deseriptions.of land which shall indicate the land intended with ordinary and reasonable
certainty and which would be sufficient between grantor and grantee in an ordinary con-
veyance shall be sufficient; nor shall any description of land according to the United
States survey he deemed insufficient by reason of the omission of the word quarter or the
figures or signs representing it in connection with the words or initial letters indicating
any legal subdivision of lands according to governmment survey. Where a more complete
description may not be practicable and the deed or a mortgage describing any piece of
real property is reeorded in the office of the register of deeds for the ecounty, an abbrevi-
ated description including the volume and page where recorded, and the section, village
or city where the property is situated, shall be sufficient. Where a more conplete deserip-
tion may not he practicable, and the piece of property is described in any certificate,
order or judgment of a court of record in the county, an abbreviated deseription includ-
ing the ‘volume and page of the court record where recorded, and the section, village or

. city where the property is situated, shall be sufficient. '

[70.86 Stats. 1949 repealed by 1951 c¢. 732]

70.27 Assessor’s plat. (1) WHO mAY OrRDER. Whenever any avea of land is owned
by 2 or more persons in severalty, and when in the judgment of the governing body having
jurisdietion, the deseription of one or more of the different parcels thereof cannot he made
sufficiently certain and accurate for the purposes of assessment and taxation without
noting the metes and bounds of the same, such governing body may ecause a plat to he
made for such purposes. Such plat shall be called “assessor’s plat,” and shall plainly de-
fine the boundary of each parcel, and each street, alley, lane or roadway, or dedieation fo
public or special use, as such shall be evidenced by the records of the register of deeds.
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Such plats in cities may be ordered by the city eouncil, in villages by the village board,
in towns by the town boald or the county board. The actual and necessary costs and ex-
penses of making assessors’ plats shall be paid out of the treasury of the cify, village,
town or county whose governing body ordered the plat, and all or any part of such cost
may be charged to the land so platted in the proportion that the last assessed valuation of
each parcel bears to the last assessed total valuation of all lands included in the assessor’s
plat, and collected as a special assessment on such land, in the manner provided by section
62,16 (6).

(2) CERTIFICATION, APPROVAL, RECORDING. Such plat, when completed and certified
as provided by this section, and when approved by the governing body, shall be acknowl-
edged by the clerk thereof and recorded in the office of the register of deeds.

. (3) ASSESSMENT, TAXATION, CONVEYANCING. Reference to any land, as it appears on
a recorded asséssor’s plat shall be deemed sufficient for purposes of assessment and taxa-
tion. Conveyance may be made by reference to such plat and shall be as effective to pass
titlé to the land so deseribed as it would be if the same premises had been deseribed by
metes and bounds. Such plat or record thereof ghall be received in evidence in all courts
and places as corvectly describing the several parcels of land therein designated., After
an assessor’s plat has been made and recorded with the register of deeds as provided by
this section, all conveyances of lands included in 'such assessor’s plat shall be by reference
to such plat. A deed purporting to convey any such lands except by reference to such as-
sessor’s plat shall not be recorded by the register of deeds.

(4) AveENDMENTS, Amendments or corrections to an assessor’s plat may be made at

any time by the governing body by recording with the register of deeds a plat of the area

* affected by such amendment or eorrection, made and authenticated as provided by this
section. It shall not be necessary to refer to any amendment of the plat, but all assess-
ments or instruments wherein any parcel of land is described as being in an assessor’s
plat, shall be construed to mean the assessor’s plat of lands with its amendments or cor-
réctions as it stood on the date of making such assessment or instrument, of such plats
may be identified by number.

(5) Surveys, RECONCILIATIONS. The surveyor making the.plat shall survey and lay
out the boundaries of each parcel, street, alley, lane, roadway, or dedieation to publiec or
private use, according to the records of the register of deeds, and whatever evidence that
may be availablé to show the intent of the buyer and seller, in the chronologieal order of
their conveyance or dedication, and set temporary monuments to show the results of such
survey which shall be made permanent upon recording of the plat as provided for in'this
section, and make a map thereof to a scale of not more than 100 feet per inch. The owners
of record of lands in the plat shall be notified by registered letter mailed to their last
known address, in order that they shall have opportunity to examine the map, view the
temporary monuments, and make known any disagreement with the boundaries as shown
by the temporary monuments. It shall be the duty of the surveyor making the plat to
reconeile any discrepancies that may he revealed, so that the plat as certified to the gov-
erning body shall be in conformity with the records of the register of deeds as nearly as is
practicable. When boundary lines hetween adjacent parcels, as evidenced on the ground,
are mutually agreed to in writing by ‘the owners of record, such lines may be the true
boundaries for all purposes thereafter, even though they may vary from the metes and
bounds deseriptions previously of record. Such written agreements shall be recorded in the
office of the register of deeds. On every assessor’s plat, as certified to the governing body,
shall appear the mefes and hounds deseription of each parecel, as recorded in the office of
the register of deeds, which shall be identified with the number or letter by which such
parcel is designated on the plat. ‘

(6) MoNUMENTS, PLAT REQUIREMENTS. The provisions of section 236.03 as to monu-
ments, and the provisions of section 236 04 as to form and procedure, in so far as they are
applicable to the purposes of assessors’ plats, shall apply.

(7) CerriricaTE. When completed, the assessor’s plat shall be filed with the clerk of
the governing body that ordered the plat. On its title page shall appear the sworn cer-
tificate of the surveyor who made the plat, which shall state and contain :

(a) The name of the governing body by whose order the plat was made, and the date
of the order.

(b) A clear and concise description of the land so surveyed and mapped, by govern-
ment lot, quarter guarter-section, township, range and county, or if located in a city or
village or platted area, then according to the plat; otherwise by metes and bounds hegin-
ning with some corner marked and established in the United States land survey.

(e) A statement that the plat is a correct representation of all the exterior houndaries
of the land surveyed and each parcel thereof.
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) (d) A statement. that he has fully complied with the provisions of this section in filing
the same,

(8), PLAT FILED WITH GOVERNING BODY. On the filing of the assessor’s plat with the
governing body, the clerk shall promptly give notice thereof by publication for 3 sucees-
sive weeks in the official newspaper of the city, village, town or county, or if there he
none, in a newspaper published in the county or an adjoining county and having general
circulation in the locality. The plat shall remain on file in the clerk’s office for 30 days
after the first publication, At any time within such 30-day period any person or public
body having an interest in any lands affected by the plat may bring a suit to have such
plat corrected. If no sueh suit be brought within sueh time, the plat may be approved by
the governing body, and filed for record. If such suit be brought, approval shall be with-
held until the suit is decided, when the plat shall be revised in accordance with such de-
cision if such he necessary, then approved by the governing body and filed for record.
‘When so filed the plat shall carry on its face the certificate of the clerk that all provisions
of this section have been complied with. When recorded after approval by the governing
body, the plat shall have the same effect for all purposes as if it were a land division plat
made by the owners in full compliance with chapter 236. Before May 1 of each year, the
register of deeds shall notify the town clerks of the recording of any assessors’ plats made
or amended during the preceding year, affecting lands in their towns,

History: 1951 ¢, 732,

70.28 Assessment as one parcel. No assessment of veal property which has been
or shall be made shall be held invalid or irregular for the reason that several lots, tracts
or parcels of land have been assessed and valued together as one parcel and not sepa-
rately, where the same are contiguous and owned by the same person at the time of such -
assessment. :

70.29 Personalty; how entered. The assessor shall place in one distinet and con-
tinuous part of the assessment voll all the names of persons assessed for personal prop-
erty, with a statement of such property in each village in his assessment district, and foot
up the valuation thereof separately; otherwise he shall arrange all names of persons
assessed for personal property on his roll alphabetically so far as he conveniently can.
He shall also place upon the assessment roll, in a separate column and opposite the name
of each person assessed for personal property, the number of the school distriet in which
such personal property is subject to taxation.

70.30 - Aggregate values. Kvery assessor shall aseertain and set down in separate
columns prepared for that purpose on the assessment roll and opposite to the names of all
persons assessed for personal property the number and value of the following named
items of personal property assessed to such person, which shall constitute the assessed
valuation of the several items of property therein described, to wit:

(1) The number and value of horses, mules and asses of all ages.
(2) The number and value of neat eattle of all ages.
(3) The number and value of sheep and lambs.
(4) The number and value of swine,
(5) The number and value of wagons, carriages and sleighs,
(6) The value of merchants’ stock.
* (7) The value of manufacturers’ stock. ‘
(8) The value of logs, timber, lumber, ties, poles and posts, not manufacturers’ stock.
(9) The number and value of steam and other vessels,

(10) The value of the property and franchises of companies defined in subsections ( 3),
(7) and (8) of section 76.02 whose property is located wholly within the taxation distriet,

(11) The value of leaf tohaceo.

(13) - The value of all other personal property except such as is exempt from taxation,

(14) The number and value of ornaments, jewelry and precious stones,

(15) Total, the value of all personal property.

[70.31 Stats, 1925 repealed by 1927 ¢. 396 s. 1]

70.32 Real estate, how valued. (1) Real property shall be valued by the assessor
from actual view or from the best information that the assessor can practicably obtain, at
the full value which could ordinarily be obtained thelefor at private sale. In determining
the value the assessor shall consider, as to each piece, its advantage or (hsadvantage of
. locat1on, quality of soil, quantity of standing timber, water privileges, mines, minerals,
quarries, or other valuable deposits known to be available therein, and their value. But
the fact that the extent and value of minerals or other valuable deposits in any parcel of
land are unascertained shall not preclude the assessor from affixing to such parcel the
value which could ordinarily be obtained therefor at private sale.
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(2) The assessor, having fixed a value, shall enter the same opposite the proper tract
‘or lot in the assessment roll, following the instructions preseribed therein. In cities and
villages, he shall segregate into the following classes on the basis of use and set down
separately in proper columns the values of the land, exclusive of improvements, and the
improvements in each class:
A. Residential,
B. Mercantile,
C. Manufacturing,
D. Agricultural.
In towns, he shall segregate into the following classes on the hasis of use and set down
separately in proper columns the acreage and the value of the parts of land, exclusive of
‘improvements, and the improvements which fall within each class:

.D. Agricultural,

K. Marsh, cut-over, or waste,

F. Timber,

A, Residential, including also mercantile and manufacturing.

(3) In determining the value of lands used for agricultural purposes there shall not
be considered the element of enhancement of such value by reason of clearing such lands
of stumps, stones or growing timber for a period of three years following any such clear-
ing completed before January 1, 1935,

See note to 70.17, citing 389 Atty. Gen. 615.

70.33 Valuation and assessment of lead and zinc bearing lands. (1) For purposes
of assessment and taxation lands containing deposits of lead or zine shall be valued in the
following manner, to wit: The value of each parcel of such land, exclusive of its mineral
content, shall first be determined and to this there shall be added, in lieu of the value of
such mmeral content, one-fifth of the gross amount of sales of any ore, mineral or deposit
extracted from such land at any time and sold during the preceding calendar year. Noth-
ing herein shall be construed to exempt from taxation the buildings, machinery, mills,
equipment, stores, supplies or other personal property of any person, copartnership, cor-
poration, association or company engaged in mining or extracting such deposits.

(2) On or before the first day of April of each year, every owner of such land, and
every person, copartnership, corporation, association or company engaged in mining or
extracting such deposits shall furnish to the assessor of incomes of the district in which
such land ig situated a verified statement or return giving a correct deseription of each
such parcel of land, the name of the owner thereof, the amount of sales or purchases of
all ore, minerals and deposits mined or extracted thereﬁom at any time and sold during
the preceding. calendar year, and such other facts and information as may be necessary to
enforce the provisions of this seetion. In the diseretion of the assessor of ineomes, similar
reports may be required from every person, copartnership, association, corporation or
company, engaged in purchasing such ore, minerals or deposits.

(3) On or before the first day of June of each year, the assessor of incomes shall
determine the gross amount of sales of such ore, minerals or deposits from -each parcel
of land subject to this section; and shall certify the same to the assessor of each distriet in
which such land is situated. On the basis of such sales and in the manner hereinbefore
preseribed, the valuation of each such parcel of such land shall be computed by the asses-
sor, entered on the assessment roll, and after the examination and review provided by
section 70.47 shall be taxed as other property in the same distriet is taxed.

70.34 Personalty. All articles of personal property shall, as far as practicable, be
valued by the assessor upon actual view at their true cash value; and after arvriving at
the total valuation of all articles of personal property whieh he shall be able to diseover
as belonging to any person, if he have reason to believe that such person has other per-
sonal property or any other thing of value liable to taxation, he shall’add to such aggre-
gate valuation of personal property an amount which, in his judgment, will render such
ageregate valuation a just and equitable valuation of all the personal property liable to
taxation belonging to such person.

The evidence submitted to the board of
review by a taxpayer, engaged in the manu-
facture and sale of large machines which
were not completely produced and assembled
in the taxpayer’s factory, sustained the tax-
payer’s claim as to the amount of personal
property or manufacturer’s stock in its fac-
tory on May 1st, and there subject to assess-
ment as of that date, and established the

70,345 Legislative intent; department

excessiveness of an assessment made by the
assessor, who based his assessment on an
erroneous conception and application of the
taxpayer’s total inventories, which at times
included items never in its possession under
its method of operation and also items pre-
viously shipped but not yet billed to custom-
ers. State ex rel, Beloit Iron Works v.
Beloit, 257 W 422, 43 N'W (24) 473.

of taxation to supply information. The

assessor shall exercise particular eare so that personal property as a class on the assess-
ment rolls hears the same relation to current values as veal property as a class. The de-
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partment of taxation shall make available to local assessors information including figures
indieating the relationship between personal 1)1ope1ty and real property on the last
assessment rolls. ‘

History: 19561 c, 198,

70,35 Taxpayer examined under oath or to submit return, (1) To determine the
amount and value of any personal properly for which any person, firm or corporation
should be assessed, any assessor may examine such person or the managing agent or
“officer of any firm or corporation under oath as to all such items of personal property
and the taxable value thereof as defined in section 70.34. In the alternative the assessor
may require such person, firm or corporation to submit a return of such personal prop-
erty and of the taxable value thereof. There shall be annexed to such return the declara-
tion of such person or of the managing agent-or-.officer of such firm or 601p01at10n that:
the statements therein contained are true.

(2) Such return shall be made on a form preseribed by the assessor,.with the approval
of the state commissioner of taxation, which form shall provide for a statement in sum-
mary schedules of the value of merchants’ stock; manufacturers’ stock, machinery tools
and patterns, furniture, fixtures' and equipment, and such other classes of personal prop-
erty as are not by law exempt. No person, firm or eorporation shall be required to take
a detailed physical inventory for the purpose of making the return required by this section.

(8) Each return shall state the class of property and the value thereof as of May 1
as provided in section 70.10 and shall be filed with the assessor on or hefore May 25 of
. the year in which sueh retwm is received from such assessor. The assessor, for good
cause, may allow a reasonable extension of time for filing such return. All returns filed
under this section shall he the confidential records of the assessor’s office, except that such
returns shall be available for use before the hoard of review hereinafter provided. No
return required under this section shall be controlling on the assessor in any respect in
the assessment of any property.

(4) Any person, fiim or corpmatlon who refuses to so testify or who fails, neglects
or refuses to make and file the return of personal property required by this section shall
be denied any right of abatement hy the board of review on account of the assessment of
such personal property unless such person, firm or corporation shall make such return
to such hoard of review together with a statement of the reasons for the failure to make
and file the return in the manneér and form required by this section.

(6) In the event that the assessor or the hoard of review should desire further evi-
dence they may call upon other persons as witnesses to give evidence under oath as to the
items and value of the personal property of any such person, firm or corporation.

(6) The return required by this section shall not be demanded by the assessor from
any farmer, or from any firm or corporation assessed under chapter 76 or from any
person, firm or corporation whose personal property is not used for the production of
income in industry, trade, commerce or professional practice.

(7) If any subsection or paragraph ‘of this section or its application to any person
or circumstance shall he held unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the consti-
tutionality of any other subsectmn or palaﬂlaph or its application to other persons or
circumstances.

(8) This section shall not be applicable to farm produets as defined by section 93.01
(10) when owned and possessed by the original producer.

70.36 Talse statement; duty of district attorney. (1) Any person, ﬁnn or cmpma-
tion in this state owning or holding personal property of any nature or deseription, in-
dividually or as agent, trustee, guardian, administrator, executor, assignee or receiver
or other representative capacity, which property is subject to assessment, who sliall inten-
tionally make a false statement to the assessor of his assessinent distriet or to the hoard
of review thercof with respect to such property, or who shall omit any property from
any return required to be made under section 70.35, with the intent of avoiding the
payment of the just and proportionate taxes thereon, shall forfeit the sum of $10 for
every $100 or major fraction theleof s0 withheld from the knowledge of such assessor
or hoard of review.

(2) It is hereby made the duty of the dlstuct attorney of any county, upon com-
plaint made to him by the assessor or by a member of the hoard of review of the assess-
ment distriet in which it is alleged that property has been so withheld from the knowledge
of such assessor or hoard of review, or not included in any return required by seection
70.35, to investigate the case forthwith and bring an aection in the name of the state
against the person, firm or corporation so complained of, All forfeitures collected under
the provisions of this section shall he paid into the treasury of the taxation distriet in
which such property had its situs for taxation,
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'(8) The word assessor whenever used in seetions 70.35 and 70.36 shaH, in cities of the
fivst elass, be deemed to refer also to the tax commissioner of any. such ecity.

[70.837 to 70.39 Stats. 1925 repealed by 1987 c. 396 s. 1]

70.40 Exemption, banks, trust companies., The taxation of the income of state
banks, national banks and trust eompanies shall be in lien of all taxes upon the capital,
surplus, property and assets of such banks, except that no real estate owned by any sueh
bank or trust company or constituting the whole or any part of its ecapital, surplus or
assets shall be exempt from taxation; and ‘excepting further that no tangible personal
property owned by any such bank or company shall be exempt from taxation unless such
personal property be furniture, fixtures and equipment used in-the hanking offices of such
bank or trust company.

.. [70.404, 70.405 Stats. 1925 repealed. by 1927 ¢. 396 s. 1]

70.41 Occupation fax on grain storage. (1) GraiNy Tax. Kvery person, copartner-
ship, association, company or corporation operating a grain elevator or warehouse in this
state, except elevators and warehouses on farms for the storage of grain raised hy the
owner thereof, shall on or before December fifteenth of each year pay an annual océupation
tax of a sum equal to one-half mill per bushel upon all wheat and flax and one-fourth mill
per_bushel upon all other grain received in or handled by such elevator or warehouse
during the preceding year ending Apnl thirtieth ; and such grain shall be exempt from
all taxation, either state or mumclpal

(2) STATEMENT FOR ASSESSMENT OF GRAIN STORAGE. Every such person, copartner-
ship, assoeiation, company or eorporation, operating a grain elevator or warehouse within
the state except elevators and warehouses on farms for the storage of grain raised by the
owner thereof, shall on May first of each year furnish to the assessor of the town, city or
village within ‘,\Vhleh such grain elevator or warehouse is situated, a full and true list or
statement of all grain specifying the respective amounts and ‘different kinds thereof
received in or handled by such elevator or war ehouse during the year immediately preced-
ing May first of such year in which such list or statement is so to be made. - Any such
operator of an elevator or warehouse who shall fail or refuse to furnish such list or state-
ment or who shall knowingly make or furnish a false or ineorrect list or statement, shall
be punished by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars.

(3) ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF TAX ON GRAIN sTORAGE. The tax herein provided

. for shall be separately assessed to the person, copartnership, company, association or cor-
poration chargeable therewith by the assessor and shall be included in the assessment roll
annually submitted by such assessor to the town, village or eity clerk and shall be entered
by said elerk on the tax roll. Such tax shall be pald and collected in the same manner as
taxes on personal property are paid and collected in the taxing distriet where such eleva-
tor or warehouse is sitnated, and when paid may be ervedited to or offset against income
taxes in the same manner as personal property taxes are er edited or offset as provided in
section 71.21 [Stats. 1923].

. (4) FAILURE TO SUBMIT CORRECT STATEMENT FOR GRATN STORAGR ASSESSMENT. If the
assessor or board of review shall have reason to believe that the list or statement made by
any person, copartnership, association, company or corporation is ineorrect, or when any
such person, copartnership, association, company or corporation has failed or refused t¢
furnish a list or statement as required by law, the assessor or board of review shall place
on, the assessment roll such taxes against sueh person, copartnelslup, association, eom-
pany. or cmpolatlon as he or they shall deem true and just, and in ease such change or
assessment is made by the assessor, the assessor shall give written notice of the amount of
such assessment at least six days before. the first or some adjourned meeting of the board
of review; in case such change or assessment is made by the board of review, notice shall
be given in time to allow such person, eopartnership, association, company or corporation
to .appear and be heard before the board of review in relation to said assessment; said
notice may be served in the manner provided in seetion 70.35.

(5) TAXATION STATUTES APPLICABLE TO GRAIN STORAGE TAXATION. All laws not in con-
flict with the provisions of this:act relating to.the assessment, collection and payment of
personal property taxes, the correction of errvors in assessment and tax rolls, shall apply
to the tax herem imposed. :

70.415 Occupatlonal tax on scrap’ iron, (1) Every person, copartnership, assoeia-
tion, company or cmporatwn, operating a serap iron or scrap steel dock in this state,
other than a dock used solely in connection with an industry and handling no serap iron
or serap steel except that utilized by such industry or other than a municipally owned or
operated doek, shall on or hefore the fifteenth day of December of each year pay an annual
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oecupational tax of a sum equal t6 three and one-half cents per ton upon all serap iron
or serap steel, handled by or over such scrap iron or serap steel dock, during the preceding
vear ending April thirtieth, and such scrap iron or serap steel shall be exempt from all
other taxation, either state or municipal.

(2) Every such person, copartnership, association, company or corporation, operating
a serap iron or scrap steel dock within the state, other than a dock used solely in connec-
tion with an industry and handling no scrap iron or scrap steel except that utilized by
such industry, shall on the first day of May of each year furnish to the assessor of the
town, city or village within which such scrap ivon or scrap steel industry is situated, a
full and true list or statement of all serap iron or scrap steel, specifying the respective
amounts and different kinds thereof, received in or on, or handled by or over such scrap
iron or scrap steel dock during the year immediately preceding the first day of May of
such year in which such list or statement is so to be made. Any such operator of a serap
iron or scrap steel dock who shall fail or refuse to furnish such list or statement or who
shall knowingly make or furnish a false or incorrect list or statement, shall be punished
by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars.

(3) The tax herein provided for shall be separately assessed to the person, copartner-
ship, company, association or corporation chargeable therewith by the assessor and shall
be included in the assessment roll annually submitted by such assessor to the town, village
or city clerk and shall be entered by said clerk on the tax roll. Such tax shall be paid and
collected in the same manner as taxes on personal property are paid and collected in the
taxing district where such serap iron or serap steel dock is situated, and the entire pro-
ceeds of said tax shall be retained by the munieipality wherein such serap iron or serap
steel dock is situated. ' :

(4) If the assessor or board of review shall have reason to believe that the list or
statement made by any person, copartnership, association, company or corporation is
incorrect, or when any such person, copartnership, association, company or corporation
has failed or refused to furnish a list or statement as required by law, the assessor or
hoard of review shall place on the assessment voll such taxes against such person, co-
partnership, association, company or corporation as he or they shall deem true and just,
and in case such change or assessment is made by the assessor, the assessor shall give
written notice of the amount of such assessment at least six days before the first or some
adjourned meeting of the board of review; in case such change or assessment is made by
the board of review, notice shall he given in time to allow such person, copartnership,
agsociation, company or corporation to appear and be heard before the hoard of review
in relation to said assessment; said notice may be served in the manner provided in sec-
tion 70.35.

(5) All laws not in confliet with the provisions of this section relating to the assess-
ment, collection and payment of personal property taxes, the correction of errors in
assessment and tax rolls, shall apply to the tax herein imposed.

70.42 Occupation tax on coal, (1) Every person, copartnership, association, com-
pany or eorporation, operating a coal dock in this state, other than a dock used solely in
connection with an industry and handling no coal except that consumed by such industry,
shall on or bhefore December fifteenth of each year pay an annual occupation tax of a
sum equal to one and one-half cents per ton upon all bituminous coal, coke and hriquettes,
and two cents per ton upon all anthracite coal, coke and briguettes handled by or over
suach coal dock, during the preceding year ending April thirtieth; and such coal shall be
exempt from all taxation, either state or munieipal,

{2) Every such person, copartnership, association, company or eorporation, operating
a coal dock within the state, other than a dock used solely in connection with an industry
and handling no coal except that consumed by such industry, shall on May first of each
year furnish to the assessor of the town, city or village within which snch coal dock is situ-
ated, a full and true list or statement of all coal, specifying the respective amounts and
different kinds thereof, received in or on, or handled by or over such coal dock during the
year immediately preceding May first of such year in which such list or statement is so to
be made. Any.such operator of a coal dock who shall fail or refuse to furnish such list
or statement or who shall knowingly make or furnish a false or incorrect list or statement,
shall be punished by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars.

(3) The tax herein provided for shall be separately assessed to the person, copartner-
ship, company, association or corporation chargeable therewith by the assessor and shall
be ineluded in the assessment roll ammnally submitted by such assessor to the town, village
or eity elerk and shall be entered by said elerk on the tax roll. Such tax shall be paid and
collected in the same manner as taxes on personal property are paid and collected in the
baxing distriet where such coal doek is situated, and when paid may be credited to or offset
against income taxes in the same manner as personal property taxes are credited or offset
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as provided in section 71.21 [Stats. 1923]. Taxes collected under the provisions of this
section shall be divided as follows, to wit: Ten per cent to the state, twenty per cent to the
county, and seventy per cent to the town, eity or village in which such taxes are collected,
which shall be remitted and accounted for in the same manner as the state and county taxes
collected from property are remitted and paid.

(4) If the assessor or board of review shall have reason to believe that the list or state-
" ment made by -any person, copartnership, association, company or corporation is incorrect,
or when any such person, copartnership, association, company or corporation has failed
or refused to furnish a list or statement as required by law, the assessor or board of
review shall place on the assessment roll such taxes against such person, copartnership,
association, company or corporation as he or they shall deem true and just, and in case
such change or assessment is made by the assessor, the assessor shall give written notice of
the amount of such assessment at least six days before the first or some adjourned meeting
of the board of review; in case such change or assessment is made by the board of review,
notice shall be given in time to allow such person, ecopartnership, association, company or
corporation to appear and be heard hefore the hoard of review in relation to said assess-
ment; said notice may be served in the manner provided in section 70.35,

(5) All laws not in eonfliet with the provisions of this act relating to the assessment,
collection and payment of personal property taxes, the correction of ervors in assessment
and tax rolls, shall apply to the tax herein imposed.

70.423 Occupation tax on beekeepers. (1) There is imposéd an annual occupa-
tional tax on every person, firm or corpération owning one or more colonies of bees of
25 eents for the first colony and 10 eents for each ecolony in excess of one, in his possession
or under his control. A colony of bees shall consist of live queen or ¢ueen cell or cells,
brood and adult bees, along with bottom hoard, cover, and one or more hive hodies with
not less than 8 frames of comb. Bees and all bee equipment shall be exempt from all prop-
erty taxes.

(2) The oceupational tax herein provided for shall be assessed to the owner or person
in possession of such bees by the assessor. He shall enter on the assessment roll the name
of the person to whom assessed and the number of colonies. - The clerk of the taxation
distriet shall compute the tax and enter it on the tax roll. Such tax shall be collected in
the same manner as taxes on personal property are collected. Fifty per cent of the tax
shall be retained by the taxation district in which the hees are kept, and the balance shall
be accounted for and paid to the state treasurer, in the same manner as state taxes on
property arve paid. The moneys so collected or which have been collected which are re-
turned to the state treasuver shall be used by the state department of agriculture for the
regulation and inspection of apiaries, and the payment of indemnity as provided in
section 94.765.

(3) At the request of the state department of agrieulture, the clerk of the taxation
digtrict shall furnish said department a list of the names and addresses of the heekeepers
in his taxation distriet.

(4) All laws not in confliet with the provisions of this section relating to the assess-
ment, collection and payment of personal property taxes, the correction of errors in assess-
ment and tax rolls, shall apply to the tax herein imposed. : '

(5) Any official charged with a duty under this section who shall fail to perform that
duty shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall he punished by a fine of not more than one
hundred dollars or by imprisonment in the eounty jail not to exceed sixty days or hy hoth
such fine and imprisonment.

70.426 Occupational tax on owners of domestic mink. (1) There is imposed an
annual oceupational tax on every person, firm or corporation owning or operating any
domestic mink farm, computed on the basis of $5 for each such farm, which tax shall be
in addition to all other taxes.

(2) The occupational tax herein provided for shall be assessed to the owner or person
in possession of such mink by the assessor. He shall enter on the assessment roll the name
of the person to whom assessed and the number of farms in his district. The clerk of the
taxation distriet shall compute the tax and enter it on the tax voll. Such a tax shall be
collected in the same manner as taxes on personal property ave collected. The money so
collected shall be paid into the state treasury and theve credited to the conservation fund.

(3) At the requmest of the conservation ecommission the clerk of the taxation distriet
shall furnish said commission a list of the names and addvesses of the domestic mink
farmers in his taxation district.

(4) All provisions of law not in confliet with the provisions of this section relating
to the assessment, collection and payment of personal property taxes, the correction of
errors in assessment and tax rolls, shall apply to the tax herein imposed.
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70.43 Correction of errors by assessors, If any assessor shall discover that any
error was made in any assessment roll during the preceding year, by which the valuation
of any real or personal estate subject to taxation was increased or reduced from the true
assessed valuation thereof, he shall correet such error by adding to or subtracting from,
as the case may be, the valnation of such property on his assessment roll as fixed by him,
the amount omitted from or added to the true assessed valuation in consequence of such
error and make a marginal note of such correction, and the result shall be taken as the
true valuation of such property for the latter year and a final correction of such error.

70.44 Assessment; property omitted. Real or personal property omitted from
assessment in any of the 5 next previous years unless previously reassessed for the same
year or yeavs, shall be entered once additionally for each previous year of sunch omission,
designating each such additional entry as omitted for the year 19.. (giving year of omis-
sion) and affixing a just valuation to each entry for a former year as the same should then
have been assessed according to his hest judgment, and taxes shall be apportioned, and
collected on the tax roll for such entry.

70,45 Return and examination of rolls, When the assessment roll or rolls shall
have been completed in cities of the fiist class the same shall be delivered to the tax com-
missioner, and in all other cities to the city clerk, who shall thereupon give notice by pub-
lication in the official paper of the ecity that on a certhin day or days therein named said
agsessment roll or rolls will be open for examination by the taxable inhabitants, which said
notice may assign a day or days certain for each ward, where there are separate assess-
ment rolls for such wards, for the inspection of such rolls. On such examination the tax
commissioner, assessor or assessors may make such changes as may be necessary to per-
fect the assessment voll or volls, and after the corrections are made the said roll or rolls
shall be submitted by the tax commissioner or city clerk to the board of review.

70.46 Boards of review; members; organization. (1) The supervisors and clerk
of each town, the mayor, clerk and such other officer or officers, other than assessors, as
the common council of each city shall by ordinance determine, the president, eclerk and
such other officer or officers, other than the assessor, as the hoard of trustees of each
village shall by ordinance determine; shall constitute a board of review for such town,
city or village. In cities of the first class the board of review shall and in all other cities,
it may by ordinance in lieu of the foregoing consist of 5 residents of said eity, none of
-whom shall occupy any public office of be publicly employed. Said members shall be
appointed by the mayor of said city with the approval of the common council and shall
hold office as members of said board for 5 years and until their snecessors are appointed
and qualified, the first appointments to be for 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 years respectively:. In cities
the common council shall fix, by ordinance, the salaries of the members of the board
of review,

. (la) Whenever the duties of assessor are performed by one of the officers named to
the hoard of review by subsection (1) then the governing body shall by ordinance desig-
nate another officer to serve on the hoard instead of the officer who performs the duties
of assessor, :

(2) The town, city, or village clerk and in cities of the first class the tax commissioner
on such hoard of review shall be clerk thereof and shall keep an aceurate record of all
its proceedings.

(8) The members of such board, except members who ave full time employes or officers
of the town, village or city, shall receive such compensation as shall be fixed by resolution
or ordinance of the town board, village board or eommon conneil.

70.47 Board of review proceedings., (1) TIME AND PLACE OF MEETING, The board of
review shall meet annually on the second Monday of July. In towns and villages the
board shall meet at the town or village hall. If there is no sueh hall, it shall meet at the
clerk’s office, or in towns at the place where the last annual town meeting was held. In
cities the hoard shall meet at the council chamber and in cities of the first class in some
place designated by the tax commissioner of such cities. A majority shall constitute a
quorum, :

(2) Norice. Notice of the time and place of mecting shall be posted by the clerk in
at least 3 public places in the taxation distriet. i ,

(3) Sesstons. At its first meeting, the board of review shall receive the assessment
roll and sworn statements from the clerk and prior to adjownment shall be in session at
least one day from 10 a. m. to 4 p. m., except for a one hour recess for lunch, for taxpayers
to. appear and examine such assessment 1oll and other assessment data and be heard in
relation to the assessment. If the assessment roll is not completed, the hoard shall adjourn
for such time as shall be necessary to complete the roll, and shall post a written notice
on the outer door of the place of meeting stating to what time said meeting is adjourned.
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. (4) ApjournmenT. The board may adjourn from time to time until its husiness is
completed. If an adjournment be had for more than one day, a written notice shall he
posted on the outer door of the place of meeting, stating to what time said meeting is
adjourned. :
 (b) Rrcorps. The clerk ghall keep a record in the minute book of all proceedings of
the board.

(6) Bosarp’s pury. The board shall carefully examine the roll and correct all ap-
parent errors in deseription or computation, and shall add all omitted property as pro- -
vided in subsection (10). The hoard shall not raise or lower the assessment of any prop-
erty except after hearing as provided in subsections (8) and (10).

(7) OmiEcTIONS TO VALUATIONS. (a) Objections to the amount or valuation of prop-

erty shall first be made in writing and filed with the clerk of the board of review prior
to adjournment of publiec hearings by the board. The board may require such objections
to be submitted on forms approved by the department. of taxation. No person shall be
allowed in any action or proceedings to question the amount or valuation of property
unless such written objection has heen filed and such person in good faith presented evi-
dence to sueh board in support of such objections and made full disclosure before said
board, under oath of all of his property liable to assessment in such district and the value
thereof. The requirvement that it be in writing may be waived by express action of the
board, ) . )
(b) Upon receipt of an ohjection, the hoard shall establish a time for hearing the
ohjection. At least 48 hours’ notice of the time of hearing must be given to the ohjector
or his attorney, and to the municipal attorney and assessor. Where all parties are present
and waive such notice in the minutes, the hearing may be held forthwith.

(8) Hearing. The board shall hear nupon oath all persons who appear before it in
relation to the assessment, and on such hearing shall proceed as follows:

(a) The clerk shall swear all persons testifying hefore it in relation to the assessment.

(b) The owner or his representatives and his witnesses shall first be heard.

(¢) The board may examine under oath such persons as it believes have knowledge
of the value of such property.

(d) It may and upon request of the assessor shall compel the attendance of wit-
nesses and the production of all hooks, inventories, appraisals, documents and. other
data which may throw light upon the value of property.

(e) The clerk shall take notes of the testimony taken. The hoard may, upon its own
motion and shall upon request of any person filing an objection, order that all proceed-
ings be taken in full by a stenographer or by a recording device, the expense thereof to
be paid by the distriet. The hoard may order that the notes be transeribed, and in case of
an-appeal or other court proceedings they shall be transeribed. In case the proceedings
ave transeribed or recorded, copies of the transeript shall be promptly supplied to any-
one requesting the same. at his-expense. )

(9) CorrecTION OF ASSESSMENTS. From the evidence before it the board shall deter-
mine whether the assessor’s valuation is eorvect. If too high or too low, it shall raise or
lower the same accordingly.

(10) ASSESSMENT BY BOARD. If the board has reason to believe, upon examination
of the roll and other pertinent information, that other property, the assessment of which
is not complained of, is assessed above or below the general average of the assessment of
the taxation distriet, or is omitted, the board shall:

(a) Notify the owner, agent or possessor of such property of its intention to review
such assessment or place it on the assessmerit roll and of the time and place fixed for such
hearing in time to be heavd before the hoard in relation thereto, provided the residence
of such owner, agent or possessor be known to any member of the board or the assessor.
*(b) TFix the day, hour and place at which such watter will be heard.

(¢) Subpoena such witnesses as it shall deem necessary to testify concerning the value
of such property and the expense incurred shall be a charge against the district.

(@) - At the time appointed proceed to review the matter as provided in subsection (8).

(11) Pawres, In all proceedings before the hoard the taxation distriet shall‘ be a
party in interest to seeure or sustain an equitable assessment of all the property in the
taxation distriet. .

(12) Savine crauss. Nothing hevein contained shall be construed to alter or repeal
any of the provisions of section 70.35. :

(13), MItWAUKEE, FILING OBJECTIONS, PROCEEDINGS, APPEAL, In cities of the first class
all objections to thé amount or valuation of real or personal property shall be first made
in writing and filed with the tax commissioner on or hefore the third Monday in July.
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No person shall be allowed in any action or proceeding to question the amount or valua-
tion of real or personal property i the assessment rolls of such eity unless objections shall
have been so filed; and the board may not waive the requirement that such objection be in
writing. If such objections shall have been investigated by a committee of the hoard of
assessors as provided in section 70.07 (6), the board of review may adopt the recom-
mendation of such committee tnless the objector shall request or the board shall order a
hearing. At least 2 days’ notice of the time fixed for such hearing shall be given to the
ohjector or his attorney and to the city attorney of such city. The provisions of the
statutes relating to boards of review not inconsistent with this subsection shall he ap-
- plicable to proceedings before the boards of review of such cities, except that the hoard
need not adjowrn until the assessment roll is completed by the tax commissioner, as re-
quirved-in section 70.07 (6), but may immediately hold hearings on objections filed with
the tax commissioner, and the changes, corrections and determinations made by such
board acting within its powers shall be prima facie correet. Appeal from such determina-
tion shall be by writ of certiorari to the circuit court and shall be placed at the head of
the cireuit court calendar for an early hearing. No writ of certiorari shall issue to said
board of review unless the petition for such writ shall have been filed with the cireuit
court within 90 days after said board of review has adjourned sine die,

70.48 Assessor to attend board of review. The assessor shall attend without order or
subpena all hearings before the board of review and under oath submit to examination
and fully disclose to said board such information as he may have touching his assessment
and any other matters pertinent to the inquiry being made and shall receive the same com-
pensation for such attendance as is allowed to the members of said hoard. The clerk shall
make all corrections to the assessment roll ordered by the hoard of review, including all
changes in the valuation of real property. When any valuation of real property is
changed he shall enter the valuation fixed by the board in red ink in the proper class
above the figures of the assessor, and the figures of the assessor shall be crossed out with
red ink. The eclerk shall also enter upon the assessment roll, in the proper place, the
names of all persons found liahle to taxation on personal property by the board of review,
setting opposite such names respectively the aggregate valuation of such property, after
deducting exemptions and making such eorrections as the board may have ordered. All
changes in valuation of personal property made by the hoard of review shall be made in
. the same manmner as provided for changes in real estate.

70.49 Affidavit of assessor. The assessor or assessors shall annex to the assessment
roll, when completed, his or their affidavits, to be made and certified substantially in the
following form, viz.:

SraTE oF WISCONSIN,}SS
.+.. County. )

We, ool ... and .... .... » assessors for the .... of .... in said county, do sol-
emnly swear that the annexed assessment roll contains, as we verily believe, a complete
and perfect entry and list of all real property liable to assessment for the present year in
said ... ., the name of each person therein cwning or having in charge personal property
liable to taxation; a correct deseription of the separate parcels of real property assessed;

o that we have, as far as practieable, valued each parcel of veal estate from an actual view
of such pareel (but in towns exceeding one hundred and eight square miles this elause
shall be “that we have valued each parcel of real estate from actual view, or from the hest
information we could practicably obtain, and all improved lands from actual view”) ; that
we have, as far as practicable,  personally viewed and inspected each article of personal .
property assessed by us; that the valuation of real property as set down in said roll is as
determined by us or as corrected by the board of review; that the valuation of personal
property in said roll is as fixed by us or as finally fixed by the hoard of review; that each
and every valuation of the property made by us is the just and equitable value thereof,
as we verily believe. Ceeh e

Read to the affiant and subseribed and sworn to before me this .... day of ...., 19..

The value of all items of real and personal property entered.in the assessment roll to -
which such affidavit is attached by the assessor making the assessment shall, in all actions
and proeeedings involving sueh values, be presumptive evidenee of the full market value
thereof.

. No assessor shall be allowed in any court or place, by his oath or testimony, to contra-
diet or impeach any affidavit or certificate made or signed by him as such assessor.

70.50 Delivery of r_oll. Except in cities of the first class the assessor shall, on or
before the first Monday in July, deliver the assessment roll so eompleted and all the sworn
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statements and valuations of personal property to the clerk of the town, city or village,
who shall file and preserve the same in his office.

70.51 Assessment review and tax roll in Milwaukee. (1) The board of review in
all cities of the first class whether organized under general or special charter, after they
shall have examined, corrected and completed the assessment roll of said city and not later
than the first Monday in November, shall deliver the same to the tax commissioner, who
shall therenpon reexamine and perfect the same and make out therefrom a complete tax
roll in the manner and form provided by law. All laws applicable to any such city relating -
to the making of such tax rolls shall apply to the making of the tax roll by said tax com-
missioner, except that the work of making said rolls shall be performed by the assessors
and such other employes in the tax commissioner’s office as the tax commissioner shall
designate. After the completion of said tax roll in the manner provided by law, the tax
commissioner shall annex a warrant in the form prescribed by law and signed by him and
deliver the tax roll and warrant to the city treasurver of such city on the third Monday of
December in each year.

(la) In the event the hoard of review shall not have completed its work within the
time limited by the first Monday in November, it shall nevertheless deliver the assessment
roll to the tax commissioner as therein required, and the tax commissioner shall thereupon
perfect the same as though the hoard of review had fully completed its work thereon;
provided, that in any case wherein the hoard of review shall alter the assessment after the
fivst Monday of November and hefore the treasurer shall be required to make his return
of delinquent taxes, the assessment roll and the tax roll may be corrected accordingly in
the manner provided in section 70.73 (2), except that the consent of the treasurer shall
not be vequired. In the event that the board of review shall not have completed its review
of the assessment roll by the date on which the treasurer is required to make his retuin of
delinquent taxes any corrections in the assessment roll by the board of review made after
such date shall be reflected by the assessor in the following year in the manner provided
by section 70.43.

(2) The county clerk of any county in which there shall be a city of the first class shall
deliver his certificates of apportionment of taxes and statement of the names of persons
in said eity subject to an income tax to the tax commissioner instead of the eity clerk of
such city.

70.52 Clerks to examine and correct rolls. Upon receiving such assessment roll the
said clerk shall earefully examine it, He shall correct all double assessments, imperfect
descriptions and other errors apparent upon the face of the roll, and strike off all parcels
of real property not liable to taxation., He shall add to the voll any parcel of real or
personal property omitted by the assessors and immediately notify them thereof; and such
assessors shall forthwith view and value the same and certify such valuation to said clerk,
who shall enter it upon the roll, and such valuation shall be final. To enable such clerk
to properly correct defective descriptions he may call to his aid, when necessary, the county
surveyor, whose fees for the services rendered shall be paid by the town, city or viliage.

70.63 Statement of assessment. Upon the correction and completion of the assess-
ment roll as provided in the preceding section, the clerks shall prepare and, on or before
the second Monday in August, transmit to the department of taxation, to the supervisor
of assessment, and to the county clerk a detailed statement of the aggregate of each of the
several items of taxable property specified in section 70.30, and a detailed statement of
each of the several classes of real estate, entering land and improvements separately, as
preseribed in subsection (2) of section 70.32. Every county clerk shall, at the expense of
the county, annually procure and furnish to each town, city and village clerks blanks for
such statements, the form of which shall be prescribed by the department of taxation.

70.54 Abstracts for department of taxation. Each county clerk, after the receipt
of such statement, shall make an abstract of the same and transmit it to the department
of taxation on or before the 31st day of December.,

70.565 Special messenger., Whenever any town, city or village clerk shall have failed
to transmit any such statement within the time fixed as aforesaid, the county clerk or the
department of taxation shall send a messenger therefor, who shall be paid and the expenses
charged back as provided in section 68.09 or in subsection (6) of section 73.03, respee-
tively; and whenever any county clerk shall have failed to transmit any such abstract,
within the time fixed as aforesaid, the department of taxation may send a messenger there-
for, who shall be paid and the expenses therefor charged back to the county.

70.555 Provisions directory. The directions herein given for the assessing of lands
and personal property and levying and colleeting taxes shall be deemed directory only,
and no error or informality in the proceedings of any of the officers intrusted with the
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same, not affecting the substantial justice of the tax, shall vitiate or in anywise affect the
validity of such tax or assessment. ,

Errors in descriptions in tax roll con- and 74.456, or cancellation by county board
sidered as not affecting substantial justice of with chalge back of tax under 75.25, 38
tax and subject to correction under 74.4556° Atty. Gen, 600,

70.56 Lost roll. (1) Nuw ASSESSMENT. Whenever the assessment roll of any as-
sessment distriet shall be lost or destroyed hefore the second Monday of November in any
year and before the tax voll therefrom has heen completed the assessor .of such distriet
shall immediately prepare a néw roll and as soon thereafter as practicable make a new
assessment of the property in his distriet. If the hoard of review for such distriet shall
have adjourned without day before such new assessment is completed such board shall
again meet at a fime fixed by the clerk of the town, city or village, not later than the
fourth Monday in November, and like proceedings shall he had, as near as may be, in ref-
erence to such new assessment and assessment roll as in case of other assessments, and
such clerk shall give notice of the time and place of such meeting of the board of review:
as is provided in seetion 70.46. Such new assessment and assessment roll shall be deemed
the assessment and assessment roll of such assessment distriet to all intents and purposes.
In ease the assessor shall fail to make such new assessment or the board of review shall
fail to meet and review the same, or any assessment roll is lost or destroyed after the sec-
ond Monday in November in any year and before the tax roll therefrom is completed, or
both the assessment roll and tax roll are lost or destroyed, then the eoun’cy clerk shall make
out and deliver a tax roll in the manner and with like effect as provided in section 70.71.

(2) Samm.. Whenever a tax roll in-any town, city or village shall be lost or destroyed
before it has been returned by the treasurer or sheriff holding the same, a new roll shall
be prepared in like manner and with like warrant as the first, and delivered to such
treasurer or sheriff, who shall:complete the collection of the.taxes and return such new
tax roll in the manner provided for the original tax roll.

70.67 Assessment of counties by department of taxation. (1) The department of
taxation before the fifteenth day of September of each year shall complete the valuation
of the property of each county of the state. From all the sources of information acees-
gible to it the department shall determine and assess the value of all property subject to
general property taxation in each county. It shall set down in'a list of all the counties,
and opposite to the name of each couinty, the valuation thereof so determined by it, which
shall be tlie full value according to its best judgment. The list so prepared shall be certi-
fied by the commissioner of taxation as the assessment of the several counties of the state
made by the department, and be delivered to the divector of budget and accounts. In any
case where the department; through mistake or inadvertence, has assessed to any county a
greater or less valuation for any year than should have been assessed to such county, it
shall correct such ervor by adding to or subtracting from (as the case may be) the valua-
tion of sueh comnty as determined by it at the next succeeding county assessment, the
amount omitted from or added to the true valuation of such county in the former county
assessment in consequence of such error, and the result shall be taken as the full value
of sueh county for the latter year and a final correction of such error.

(2) The depdrtment shall have the power to make such 1ules, orders and regulations
for making and filing complaints by counties, the attendance of witnesses, the production
of hooks, records and papers and the mode of plocedule as may be deemed necessary, not
inconsistent with the laws of the state.

(3) The department shall have authority to direct that the fees for the attendance of
witnesses and officers and other expenses for evidence shall be paid by the county making
complaint to the department which is determined adversely to sueh county, as justice
may require, and when such costs and fees are so directed to be paid by any eounty the
amount thereof shall be certified to the director of budget and accounts, and in twrn
certified by him to the secretary of state, and by the latter apportioned to such county
with the state taxes and be levied and collected upon the property of said county with
said -state taxes.

70.575 State assessment, time. The department, not later than the first day of No-
vember in each year, shall total the assessments of counties made by the department of
taxation pursuant to seetion 70.57, and such total shall be known as the state assessment
and shall be the full market value of all general property of the state liable to state, county
and local taxes in the then present year. The department shall enter upon its records such
state assessment.

70,58 Torestation state tax. (2) There is levied an annual tax of two-tenths of one
mill for each dollar of the assessed valuation of the property of the state as determined
by the department of taxation pursuant to section 70.57, for the purpose of acquiring,
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preserving and developing the forests of the state, the procceds of such tax to be paid into
the conservation fund. But such mill tax shall not be levied in any year in which the leg-
islature has provided funds for the purposes specified in this section, equal to or in excess
of the amount which such mill tax would produce. :

" [70.59 Stats. 1931 repedded by 1933 c¢. 403]
[70.59 Stats. 1943 repealed by 1945 c. 505]

70,60 Apportionment of state tax, The director of budget and accounts shall com-
pute the state tax chargeable against each.county basing such computation upon the valu-
ation of the taxable property of the county as determined by the department of taxa-
tion pursuant to section 70.57. On or heforve the fourth Monday of Oectober in each year
the secretary of state, upon information which the director of budget and accounts shall
timely furnish, shall certify to the county clerk of each county the amount of the taxes ap-
portioned to and levied upon his county, and all ‘special charges which ke is required by
latv to make in any year to any sueh county to he collected with the state tax. He shall
then charge to each county the whole amount of such taxes and charges, and the same
shall be paid into the state treasury as provided by law.

70.61 Assessment of taxation districts, ‘The county equalization committee shall,
after its meeting with the supervisor of assessments as provided in section 73.05, submit
its recommendations with respect to the determindtion of valunation figures required for
the apportionment of taxes by the ecounty clerk, together with such supporting data as it
deemis proper, to the county board of supervisors. The county hoard of supervisors shall
carefully examine such recommended valuation figures and determine and assess the value
of all taxable property (a) in each town, city and village within the ecounty, (b) in the
area under the jurisdiction of the county superintendent of schools, and in the metropol-
itan drainage area as created by section 59.96. The values so determined shall be the full

_ values according to the best judgment of the county hoard and shall be known thereafter
as the valuations determined by the eounty board of supervisors pursuant.to section 70.61.
History: 1951 c. 285, ‘

70.62 County tax rate. (1) CoUNTY BOARD TO DETERMINE, The county hoard shall
also, at such meeting, determine by resolution the amount of taxes to be levied in their
eounty for the year, and also any taxes for post-war planning under section 59.08 (53),
and also the amount to be raised by tax in each town, village and city for the support-of
common schools for the ensuing year, in accordance with the provisions of section{59.075 ;>
and by separate resolution adopted-by Rajority of the members of the hoard not prohib-
ited from voting thereon by sectior \739.01)’(1ete1'mine the amount of tax to be levied to pay
the compensation and allowances of the county superintendents of schools and designate
therein the cities exempt from tdxation therefor, '

(2) Maxnrua., The total amount of county taxes assessed, levied and earrvied out
against the taxable property of any county in any one year shall not exceed in the whole
one per centum of the total valuation of said county for the eurrent year as fixed by the
department of taxation; provided that such limitation shall not apply to any taxes levied
to pay the principal and interest upon any valid honds or notes of the county now out-
standing or hereafter issued; and provided further that in counties having a population
of 250,000 or more such limitation shall not apply to any taxes levied pursuant to section
59.083 of the statutes to provide for the exercise of the powers and funections relating to
the consolidation of municipal services in such counties, - ‘

©(8) Onrrrep T4X. Whenever the county hoard of any county shall fail to apportion
against any town, city or village thereof in any year any state, conty or school tax or
any part the}'eof properly chargeable thereto, such county board shall, in any succeeding
year, apportion such taxes against such town, city or village and add the proper amount
thereof to the amount of the current annual tax then apportioned thereto. :

'Note: Sec. 4 of ch. 418, laws of 1945 de- expire one tax levy year after the termina-
clares: “Section 3 of this act is emergency tion of the present wars between the United
legislation and the amendment made there- States-and her enemies as proclaimed by the
by to section 70.62 (1) of the statutes shall Congress or President.”

70.63 Apportionment of county taxes. (1) By county oLmrk. The county elerk
shall_apportlop the county tax, including the tax for the support of common schools as
promde_d for in section 59.075, and the whole amount of state taxes and charges levied
upon his county, as certified by the secretary of state, among the several towns, cities and
villages of the county, according and in proportion to the valuation thereof as determined
by the county board; and shall earry out in the record hook aforesaid, opposite to the
name of each in separate columns, the. amount of state taxes and charges and the amount

*of county taxes so apportioned thereto, and the amount of all other special taxes. or
charges apportioned or ordeved, or which he is required by any law to make in any year to
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any such town, city or village, to be collected with such annual taxes; and within ten days
after the assessment of values by the county board he shall certify to the clerk of, and
charge to each town, city and village, excepting in cities of the first class, the amount of
each and all such taxes so apportioned to and levied upon the same, and shall, at the same
time, file with the county treasurer a certified copy of the apportionment so certified by
him to each town, village and city clerk.

(2) Ciry or virsT cuass. The county clerk shall certify in a similar manner to the tax
commissioner of each ecity of the first class located within the limits of the county.

(3) Uxpamp Taxms. Bach county clerk shall also, at the time of certifying such taxes,
return to the clerk of each town, city and such village, excepting cities of the first class, a
list of all the tracts of land therein upon which the taxes for the preceding year remain
unpaid. ‘
(4) Crry or FIrST onAss. The county clerk shall make returns in a similar manner to
the tax ecommissioner of each city of the first class located within the limits of the county.

Apportionment and certification of state the municipalities having legal existence at
and county taxes is made upon the basis of the time thereof. 39 Atty. Gen. 70

70.64 Review of county assessment, (1) BY DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION. The assess-
ment and determination of the relative value of taxable general property in the several
taxation distriets of any county, made by the county board under: the provisions of section
70.61, may be reviewed, and a redetermination of the value of suck property may be made,
by the department of taxation upon appeal to said department by any taxation distriet in
such county. The filing of such appeal in the offices of the department of taxation by any
one or more taxation districts shall impose upon the department of taxation the duty,
under the powers conferred upon it by subsection (1) of section 73.03, to review the tax-
ation district assessment complained of and, if, in its judgment upon full investigation,
the department shall find such assessment to be unequal and diseriminatory, to correct
such assessment to bring it into substantial compliance with law and such duty shall not
be impaired or set aside by any action, subsequent to such filing, by any one or more of the
taxation districts taking the appeal. Such appeal shall he taken and such review and
redetermination shall he made in the manner provided in subsections (2) to (12), and
under such rules and regulations governing the procedure therein, not inconsistent with
law, as may be prescribed by said department. - :

(2) AuTHORIZATION OF APPEALS. To authorize such appeal an order or resolution
directing the same to be taken shall be adopted by the governing hody of the taxation-
district taking such appeal at a lawful meeting of such governing body. When an appeal
shall have been authorized the proseecution thereof shall be in charge of the chairman,
mayor or president of the taxation-district taking the appeal unless otherwise directed by
the governing body. The officers or committee in charge of such appeal may employ at-
torneys to conduct the same, After anthorizing an appeal as provided above, any two or
more taxation-distriets in the same eounty may join in taking and prosecuting such appeal.

(3) Form or APPEAT. To accomplish such appeal there shall be filed in the office of
the ecounty eclerk, within four months after. the date of making the taxation-distriet assess-
ment by the county board, a deelaration in writing which shall set forth:

(a) That the taxation-distriet, naming the same, appeals to the department of taxa-
tion from the taxation-district assessment made by the county board under the provisions
of said section 70.61, specifying the date of such assessment.

(b) Whether such appeal is for the purpose of obtaining a review and redetermina-
tion of the assessment of all the taxation-distriets of the county or of particular districts
only, therein specified.

(¢) Whether review and redetermination is desired as.to real estate, or as to personal
property, or both.

{(d) That such appeal has been authorized by an order or resolution of the governing
body of the taxation district in whose behalf such appeal is taken. ‘

{e) A plain and concise statement, withont unnecessary vepetition, of the faets con-
stituting the grievance sought to be remedied upon such appeal.

_(f) The declaration shall be verified by a member of the governing body of the taxa-
tion-distriet authorizing such appeal, in the manner that pleadings in courts of record
may be verified. When two or more taxation-distriets join in taking such appeal the veri-
fication may be made by the proper officer of any one of them, :

(4) Rerury. Upon the filing of such declaration, the county elerk without delay shall
prepare a certified . copy thereof, together with a certified copy of the taxation distriet
assessment of the county hoard from which such appeal is taken and of the record of the
proceedings of the board in relation thereto and a complete list of the members of the
county board and the post-office address of each, and transmit such copies to the depart-
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ment of taxation. Upon receipt of such copies the department of taxation shall make an
order stating that such appeal has heen taken, naming the taxation distriet or taxation
distriets in whose hehalf the same is taken, and fixing a time and place for a preliminary
hearing upon such appeal. The department of taxation shall transmit copy of such order
to the county clerk and a like copy to the clerk of each taxation district in the county.

(5) APPEARANCES; ATTORNEYS. . Not later than the time fixed for such preliminary
hearing, unless such time be enlalged by order of the department of taxation, any town,
city or village may cause an appearance to be entered in its behalf hefore said department
in support of such appeal and uniting with the appellant for the relief demanded; and by
verified petition or statement showing grounds therefor may apply for other or further
review and redetermination than that demanded in the declaration on such appeal. Within
the like time any town, city or village in such county may in like manner have its appear-
ance entered in opposition to such appeal and to the relief demanded. Such appearances
shall be authorized in the manner for authorizing an appeal as provided in subsection (2).
When so authorized the interests of the town, city or village aunthorizing the same shall he
in the charge of the chairman, mayor or president thereof unless otherwise directed by the
body authorizing such appearance; and attorneys may bhe employed in that hehalf. In
such appearances any-two or more of the towns, cities and villages of said county may
join if united in support of or in opposition to such appeal.

(6) HEARING AND DETERMINATION. The hearing may be adjourned, in the diseretion
of the person holding the same, as often and to such fimes and places as may be neces-
sary in order to determine the facts. In addition to receiving at such hearing testimony
offered by the taxation districts, sworn statements may be presented by any distriet within
such reasonable time thereafter as the person holding the hearing may determine. The
department may also consider in the final determination of the issue all the facts and data
in the possession of the department bearing upon the value of the taxable general property
in any or all of the taxation distriets of the county. If satisfied that no substantial injus-
tice has been done in the taxation distriet assessment appealed from, the department in
its discretion may dismiss such appeal. If satisfied that substantial injustice has been
done in the taxation district assessment, the department shall determine to revalue any or
all of the taxation distriets in the county, which it may deem necessary, in a manner which
in its judgment-is best calculated to secure substantial justice. Such hearings may be held
by the commissioner of taxation, the head of the division of taxation of general and special
property, or any employe of said division specifically authorized by the division head.

(7) Ru-mqQuarizaTioN. The department shall then proceed to redetermine the value
of the taxable general property in such of the taxation districts in the county as it may
deem necessary. It shall have authority in its discretion to include in such redetermination
other taxation districts than first determined wpon and may include all of the taxation
districts in said county, if at any time during the progress of its investigations or revalu-
ations it shall be satisfied that such course is necessary in order to accomplish substantial
justice and to secure relative equality as between all the taxation distriets in such county.
It shall make careful investigation of the value of taxable general property in the several
taxation distriets to which such review and redetermination shall extend, in any manner
which, in its judgment is best calculated to obtain the fair, full value of such property.
For that purpose the department may employ such experts and other assistants as may
be necessary, and fix their compensation. In making such investigations the commission
and all persons employed therein by the department shall have and possess all the power
and authority possessed by assessors so far as applicable, including aunthority to admin-
ister oaths and to examine property owners and witnesses under oath as to the quantity
and value of the property subject to assessment helonging to any person or within any
taxation distriet to which the investigation shall extend.

(8) LocAL HEARINGS, HOW HAD. The department shall have authority in its diseretion
at any time hefore its final determination to appoint a time and place within such county
at which it will hear evidence and arguments relevant to the matters under consideration
upon such appeal. The time to be devoted to such hearings may be limited as the depart-
ment in its diseretion shall direct. At least 10 days before the time fixed for such hear-
ings, the department shall cause notice thereof to he mailed to the county elerk and to the
attorney or other representative of each town, city and village in whose behalf an appear-
ance has been entered in the matter of such appeal.

(9) SusPoENAS; CONTEMPT; PERJURY. The department of taxation may take testi-
mony. Witnesses summoned at the instance of said department shall be compensated at
the rates provided by law for witnesses in courts of record, the same to he audited and
paid the same as other claims against the state, upon the certificate of said department.
If any property owner or other person shall make any false statement to said department
or to any person employed by it upon any matter under investigation he shall be subject
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to all the forfeitures and penalties imposed by law for false statements to assessors and
boards of review.

(10) DecisioN. The department of taxation shall make its detelmmatmn upon such
appeal without unreasonable delay and shall file a copy thereof in the office of the county
clerk. In such determination the department shall set forth the relative value of the tax-
able general property in each town, city and village of such county as found by them, and
what sum, if any, shall be added to or deducted from the aggregate value of taxable prop-
erty in each such taxation district as fixed in the determination of the county bhoard from
which such appeal was taken in order to procduce a relatively just and equitable taxation
distriet assessment, Such determination shall be final and conclusive.

(11) Brrect oF DECISION. The determination of the department of taxation shall not
affect the validity of taxes apportioned in accordance with the taxation district assessment
from which such appeal was taken; but if it shall he determined upon such appeal that
such .taxation district assessment is relatively unequal, such inequality shall be remedied
and compensated in the apportionment of state and county taxes in such county next fol-
lowing the determination of said department in the following manner: Hach town, city
and village whose valuation in.such taxation district assessment was determined by said
department to be relatively too high shall he credited a sum equal to the amount of taxes’
charged to it upon such unequal assessment in excess of the amount, equitably. chargeable
thereto according to the determination of the department of taxation; and each town, city
and village whose valuation in such taxation district assessment was determined by said
department to be relatively too low shall be charged, in addition to all other taxes, a sum
equal to the difference between the amount charged théreto tipon such unequal assessment
and the amount which should have heen charged thereto according to the determination of
the department of taxation. The department of taxation shall aid the county clerk in
making proper computations, .

(12) ExprENSES; APPORTIONMENT. The depzutment of taxation shall transmit to the
county clerk with 1ts determination on such appeal a statement of all expenses ineurred
therein by or at the instance of the department, which shall include the actual expenses of
the commissioner of taxation and regular employes of the department, the compensation
and actual expenses of all other persons employed by it and the fees of officers employed
and witnesses summoned at its instance, A duplicate of such statement shall be filed in
-the office of the director of budget and accounts. Such expenses shall be audited upon the
certificate of the department, and paid out of the state treasury, in the first instance, as
other claims against the state are audited and paid. The amount of such expenses, shall
be a special charge against such county and shall be included in the next apportionment
and certification of state taxes and charges, and collected froni such county, as other
special charges are certified and collected. Unless otherwise directed by the department
in its determination upon such appeal, the county clerk, in the next apportionment of
state and county taxes, shall appmtlon the amount of such special charges to and among
the towns, cities and villages in such county whose relative valuations were increased in
the determination of the department in proportion to the amount of such inerease in each
of them respectively. The apportionment of such expenses shall be set forth in the de-
termination of the department. The amount so apportioned to each such town, city and
village shall be charged upon its tax roll and shall be collected and paid over to the county
treasurer as other state taxes and special charges are collected and paid.

. 70,65 Tax roll. (1) From the assessment roll when so corrected, the elerk of the
taxation distriet shall make out in a hook to be called a tax voll, a complete list of all the
taxable real property therein arranged, except as herein dnected in regular order as to lots
and hlocks and sections and parts of seetions, by the proper corrected deseriptions and
having entered opposite in separate columns the name of the person to whom assessed
hefore, and the valuation thereof, ascertained as aforesaid, after such description, and also
a complete alphabetical list of all persons in his town havmo any taxable personal prop-
erty, with the aggregate valuation of such property aseertained as.aforesaid, and the nmum-
ber of the sehool distriet in which it is'subject to taxation set opposite in sepalate columns,
Whenever the plopelty sifuate in an incorporated. village or umncmpomted village, the
limits of which have been designated by the téwn board is embraced in a town tax roll the
list of the real property and of persons taxable for personal property as aforesaid shall. be
entered in a continuous part of the roll and the valuations be separately footed. Public
lands sold and not patented and lands mortgaged to the state shall he separately entered
under a proper heading.

(2) Whenever the common council or other govelmng body of any city, town or village
in this state shall direet, the aggregate amount of state, county and loeal taxes shall be

carried in a single cohunn in the tax roll opposite the parcel or tract of land against which
the tax is levied, or, in case of personal property, in a single column opposite the name of
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the person, firm or corporation against whom the said tax is levied. Each tax hill or
veceipt shall show the purpose for which such taxes are to be used, giving the percentage
for state, éounty and local taxes.

70.66 Calculation and statement of taxes. (1) By TOWN AND VILLAGE ¢LBRKS, Upon
receipt of the certificate of the apportionment from the county elerk each town and vil-
lage elerk in counties containing & population of more than 300,000 shall, upon a uniform
percentage, ealeulate and carry out in one item opposite to each valuation in the tax roll
the amount required to be raised upon such valuation to realize in his town the whole
amount of state, county, school and other taxes so certified, provided that the tax levied
pursuant to section 59.075 (1) shall be shown separately from all other county taxes in
a eolumn designated as “county schocl tax levied under section 59.075 (1), statutes”,
together with such town and other local taxes, execept taxes to pay judgments, as are to be
levied uniformly upon all the taxable property in the town; and all other taxes, if any,
" including taxes to pay judgments, in separate column opposite the valuation of the
property to be charged. ‘

(2) UNPAID TAX FOR PREVIOUS YEAR, Under the head of “taxes unpaid for previous
year” he shall enter opposite each tract of land so returned to him as aforesaid by the
county clerk the year for which such tax remains unpaid. He shall enter upon said roll
a statement showing the several amounts of taxes levied upon said town or any part
thereof and for what purpose; provided, in case the hoard of supervisors of any county
shall so order, said town clerk shall caleulate and carry out in separate items the several
amounts of taxes as are to be levied uniformly upon all the taxable property of the town
in separate columns on such roll, the form of which may be preseribed by such county
board.

(3) SEVERAT TAXES TO BE SEPARATELY STATED IN ROLL.. Upon receipt of the certificate
of apportionment from the eounty clerk; each town and village clerk, located in counties
having a population of less than three hundred thousand, shall separately calenlate and
carry out opposite to each valuation in the tax roll the amount required to be raised npon
such valuation, for state taxes, county taxes, school distriet taxes, town or village taxes
and all other taxes, if any, ineluding taxes to pay judgments. Said several amounts shall
he entered in the tax roll in separate columns showing the purpose for which each amount
is to be raised in such form as shall be prescribed by the tax ecommission. Under the
head “taxes unpaid for previous year” he shall enter opposite each tract of land so
returned as aforesaid by the county clerk the year for which such tax remains unpaid.

(4) SProrAn AssmssuENT.. All special assessments shall be carried out on .the tax roll
in a separate column or columns opposite the lots or tracts npon whieh the same may be
a lien, and the treasurer shall have the same authority. with reference thereto as if the
amount of such lien was a general tax. '

70.67 Municipal treasurer’s bond; substitute for. (1) The treasurer of each town,
city or village shall, unless exempted under subsection (2), execute and deliver to the
county treasurer-a hond, with sureties, to he approved, in case of a town treasurer, by the
chairman of the town, and in case of a city or village treasurer by the county treasurer,
conditioned for the faithful performance of the duties of his office and that he will ac-
count for and pay over according to law all taxes of any kind which shall ecome into his
hands and swhich he is vequired to pay to the county treasurer. If such bond is executed,
or the condition thereof gunaranteed by personal sureties, the amount of the honds shall
be double the amount of state and county taxes apportioned to the town, village or city,
provided that the amount of such hond shall not exceed the suni of $500,000. When such
bond is executed, or the condition thereof guaranteed, solely by a surety eompany as pro-
vided in seetion 204.07, such bond shall he in a sum equal fo the amount of such state
and county taxes, provided that the amount of such hond shall not exceed the sum of
$250,000. The county treasurer shall give to said town, city or village treasurer a receipt
for said bond, and file and safely keep said bond in his office.

(2) The treasuver of any municipality shall not be required to give such bond if the
governing hody thereof shall by ordinance obligate such mumicipality to pay, in case the
treasnrer thereof shall fail so to do, all taxes of any kind requirved by law to be paid hy
such treasurer to the county treasurer. Such governing body is authorized to so obligate
such municipality. If the governing body of the municipality has adopted an ordinance
as specified in this subsection, it may demand from its treasurer, in-addition to the official
bond required of all municipal treasurers, a fidelity or surety bond in an amount and
upon such terms as may be-determined by the governing hody. Such bond shall run to
the town or village hoard or the city council, as the case may be, and shall be delivered
to the clerk of the municipality. A certified copy of such ovdinance filed with the county
treasurer shall be accepted by him in lieu of the bond required by subsection (1). Such
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ordinanece shall remain in effect until a certified copy of its repeal shall be filed. with the
county clerk and the eounty treasurer. The official bond executed pursuant to section
19.01, required of municipal treasurers, shall extend to and include the liability ineurred
by any town, city or village whose governing board shall adopt and certify to the eounty
treasurer an ordinance in accordance with this subsection.

70.68 Warrant; delivery of roll; collection of taxes. (1) WARRANT; CLERK TO ATTACH.
The town, eity or village clerk shall attach to the tax roll a warrant substantially in the
following form:

THE STATE OF WISCONSIN t0 .4u4 ..., treasurer of the town, city or village of ...., in
the county of ..... v

You are hereby commanded to colleet from each of the persons and corporations named
in the annexed tax roll, and from the owners or occupants named of the real estate described
thevein, the taxes set down opposite to their respective names, and to the several parcels
of land therein described at the time or times as provided by law, which amount in total
to the sum of ...., and in case any person or corporation upon whom any such sum or
tax is imposed shall refuse or neglect to pay the same, you may levy and collect the same
by distress and sale of the goods and chattels of the person or corporation so taxed.

Given under my hand this .... day of ...., 19.., .... ...., Clerk, town, city or
village of .....

(Im) WARRANT IN MILWAUKEE. In any city authorized by its charter to sell land for
nonpayment of city taxes, the warrant attached to the city tax voll shall be in the form
preseribed by sueh charter, and a warrant substantially in the form provided in subsection
(1) modified to conform to such charter and the provisions of law applicable to $uch
city in the colleetion of county and state taxes, shall be attached to the duplicate county
tax roll.

(2) Crerx 710 DELIVER TAX ROLL. The clerk shall deliver the fax voll, with said war-
rant annexed, to the treasurer, if he shall have duly qualified as such, on or before the third
Monday in December, and charge him with the town and loeal taxes therein.

(4) NOTICE OF TIME FOR PAYMENT. In cities of the second, third and fourth classes on
receipt of such tax roll the treagurer shall give one week’s notice thereof in the official
paper. Such notice shall specify how and when taxes must be paid. In cities authorized
by charter to sell land for nonpayment of city taxes, the city treasurer shall give notice of
colleetion of taxes in such form and manner as is provided in said charter. -

(5) CorrEcTION OF TAXES. (a) By treasurer, exceptl in cities of first class. On the
expiration of the time specified the treasurer shall proceed to enforce the collection of
such taxes in the manner provided by law; provided, that in cities of the first class how-
ever organized he shall issue his warrant, directed to the chief of police of the city, requir-
ing him, within a time specified therein fo collect all state, county, city, school and other
taxes due on personal property as shall then remain unpaid, and the chief of police receiv-
ing sueh warrant shall possess all the powers given by law to town treasurers for the
collection of such taxes, and be subject to the lLiabilities and entitled to the same fees as
town treasurers in such cases, but such fees shall be turned over to the city treasurer and
become a part of the general fund.

(b) Bond of chief of police. Before the treasurer shall sign his warrant to the ehief
of police such chief of police shall give a bond to the city, in such sum and with sueh sure-
ties as the council may preseribe, for the payment to the city treasurer of all taxes by him
collected or received by virtue of such warrant,

(e¢) Return of tax warrant. Within the time required by these statutes in the case of
town treasurers for the return to the county treasurers of the delinquent taxes on personal
and real property, the said chief of police, in ecities of the first class, shall return his
warrant for the collection of taxes of personal property to the treasurer. _

(d) Collection by police department. The governing body of any city or village may
by ordinance provide for the collection of delinquent taxes by the police department in
the manner provided by this subsection. »

70.69 Delivery of roll before treasurer qualifies. If the fax roll shall have been
delivered to the treasurer before qualification it shall be recalled from him and delivered
to a treasurer appointed and qualified according to law; if it eannot be obtained the clerk
shall make a.new one, in the same manner, directed to the treasurer so appointed and
qualified, npon which he shall collect only the balance of taxes then remaining unpaid,
and shall demand and sue for such as were collected upon the original roll from the per-
§0N SO colleetjng‘ the same.

70.70 Delivery to sheriff, If the treasurer-elect shall fail to qualify as such or to
 file his bond with the county treasurer, in the manner and within the time preseribed, and
‘! the hoard shall fail to appoint a treasurer, or the person.so appointed shall so fail to
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qualify and give such bond and deliver a receipt therefor by the third Monday in Deecem-
ber, the clerk shall deliver the tax roll and warrant to the sheriff of the county, or if the
same cannot be obtained in the case mentioned in the last preceding section, a new roll
and warrant, made as aforesaid, and the sheriff shall execute to the county treasurver a
like bond as required of the treasurer, and by himself or deputy shall make like eollec-
tions and returns, and shall, unless he receives a fixed salary for all services, be entitled
to collect for his serviees in cities one per cent, and in towns and villages two per cent
upon all taxes paid on or before January thirty-first, and on all taxes collected by him
after said date, in cities four per cent, and in towns and villages five per cent, said fees
to be computed and added to the amounts as specified on the tax voll, and he shall be
responsible to the same extent as treasurvers appointed by boards, for all taxes so handed
over to him for eollection; and for the purpose of collecting the same he shall be vested
with all the powers conferred upon the treasurer.

70.71 Proceedings if roll not made. (1) Whenever any town, city or village clerk
shall negleet or refuse to make and deliver the tax roll and warrant within the time
required by law the county clerk shall, at any time after such neglect or refusal, demand
and summarily obtain the assessment roll for such year, and make, in the same manner
as required of the town clerk, a tax roll for such town, city or village and the like war-
rant thereto, and deliver the same to the sheriff of the county for collection, who shall
give a like bond and have the power and proceed as directed in section 70,70, in the case
there provided, to execute such warrant. :

(2) If the assessment roll eannot be obtained the ecounty clerk may use a eopy thereof
if obtainable. If he can obtain neither original nor copy he shall make out, to the best of
his ability, a tax roll from the last assessment or tax roll on file in his office or in the office
of the eounty treasurer, which shall then be taken and deemed conelusively the legal tax
roll of such town for all purposes whatever. TFor all sueh services the county clerk shall
be allowed by the county board and paid from the county treasury a reasonable compen-
sation, which shall be charged to the town in the next apportionment of taxes.

70,72 Clerical help on reassessment. Whenever a reassessment or reassessments
of taxes shall hereafter be ordered in any town, the town board of such town may employ
sneh additional clerieal help for the purpose of preparing the tax rolls upon such ieassess-
ment as in its judgment shall be necessary. :

70.73 Correction of tax roll. (1) Brrorm pELivERY. Wlhenever it shall be discov-
ered by any town, village or city clerk or treasurer that any parcel of land has heen er-
roneously deseribed on the tax voll he shall corrvect such deseription, and when he shall
discover that personal property has been assessed to the wrong person, or two or more
parcels of land belonging to different individuals or corporations have heen erroneously
assessed together on his tax roll, he shall notify the assessor and all parties interested,
if residents of the county, by notice in writing to appear at the clerk’s office at some time,
not less than five days thereafter, to correet the assessment voll, at which time and place
the assessment roll shall be corrvected by entering the names of the persons liable to assess-
ment thereon, both as to real and personal property, deseribing each parcel of land and
giving its proper valuation to each parcel separately owned; but the valuation so given
to separate traets of real estate shall not together exceed nor he less than the valuation
given to the same property when the several parcels were assessed together. Such valua-
tion of parcels of land or correction of names of persons assessed with personal property
may be made at any time before the tax roll and warrant shall be returned to the county
treasurer for the year in which such tax is levied. Such valuation or correetion of names, -
when so made, shall be held just and correct and be final and conclusive.

(2) Arrer DELIVERY. Whenever after delivery of the tax roll to the treasurer it shall
be disecovered that any ecity, town or village clerk in making out the tax roll has made
a mistake therein in entering the description of any real or personal property, or the
name of the owner or person to whom assessed, or in computing or carrying out the
amount of the tax, the clerk with the consent of the treasurer at any time before the treas-
urer is required to make his return of delinquent taxes, may correct the name of the tax-
payer, the deseription of property or errors in computing or carrying out the tax to corre-
spond to the entry which should have been made on the tax roll before delivery to the
treasurer. If any such corrections shall produce a change in the total amount of taxes
entered in the tax voll, the clerk shall make corresponding corrections in the warrant
annexed to such roll. The clerk shall enter a marginal note opposite each correction,
stating when made, which shall be signed by the clerk and treasurer.

(8) Nomior oF CORRECTION, When the assessment roll shall have been so corrected
the clerk shall enter a marginal note on the roll stating when the correetion was made hy
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the assessor; and if the taxes shall have been extended against the property previously
the elerk shall correct the tax roll in the same manner that the assessment roll was cor-
1ected, and extend against each tract the proper amount of tax to be collected.

.70.74 Lien of reagsessed tax. (1) Whenever any tax or assessment or any part
thereof levied on real estate, whether heretofore or hereafter levied, shall have heen set
aside or determined to be illegal or void or the collection thereof plevented by the judg-
ment of a court or the action of the county hoard; or whenever any town, city or village
treasurer shall have been prevented by injunction from collecting or returning as delin-
quent any such tax or assessment in consequence of any irregularity or error in any of
the proceedings in the assessment of such real estate, the levy of such tax or the pro-
ceedings for its collection, or of any erroneous or imperfect description of such real estate,
or of any omission to eomply with any form or step required by law, or of the affixing of
a vevenue stamp to the tax certificate, and including the amount thereof in the same, or
the including of any illegal addition with the lawful tax, or for any other cause, then, if -
the real estate was properly taxable or assessable, if it be not.a proper case to collect by a
resale of .the land, such tax, or so much thereof as shall not have been collected and as
may be taxable or assessable thereto may be reassessed or relevied upon such real estate
at any time within 3 years after such judgment or such action of the county hoard or the
dissolution of:such injunction; and the proper town board, village hoard, board of trus-
tees or common council shall make an order directing the same to be reassessed upon such
real estate, and the clerk shall insert the same in the tax voll, opposite such real estate, in.a
separate column, as an additional tax, and the same shall he collected as a part of the tax
for the year when so placed on the roll. Any such school district tax shall be so reassessed
and relevied on the order of the town hoard; but the provisions of this section shall not
be construed as conflicting with, limiting or in any way affecting the reassessment pro-
vided for in sections 75.54 and 75.55. The lien of any tax reassessed as provided in this
section shall attach to the land as of the date when such tax as originally levied became a
lien and shall continue and constitute the len of any tax sale certificate issued upon. the
sale of such lands for such reassessed tax. Such lien shall be superior to the lien of any
tax sale certificate issued upon the sale of such land dated after the date of the lien of
such reassessed tax hut prior to the date of the tax sale ce1t1ﬁcate issued upon the sale of
such land for such reassessed tax.

(2) Whenever any tax or assessment or any part theleof levied on real estate shall
have been set aside or determined to be illegal ox void or the collection thereof prevented by
the judgment of a eourt or the action of the county hoard and such tax or assessment shall
not be justly reassessable, the county board may order such tax or assessment to be
charged baek to the respective town, eity or village wherein such lands ave- situated in
the next apportionment of county taxes, provided that the amount so charged back shall
not include any tax or assessment the illegality of which is solely attributable to erroneous

action by the county or its officers.

70.75 Reassessments. (1) REASSESSMENTS, HOW MADE, Whenever it.shall satisfae-
torily appear to the department of taxation upon written eomplaint made by the owner or
owners, or their legal representatives, of taxable property in any taxation distriet, other
than ah assessment distriet within the corporate limits of any city of the first class, the
aggregate agsessed valuation of which is not less than 5 per cent of the assessed valuation
. of all of the property in such district, according to the assessment sought to be corrected

and ypon full investigation, that the assessment of property in such taxation distriet is
not in substantial compliance with law and that the interest of the public will he promoted
by a reassessment thereof, said department shall have authonty in its discretion to order
a reassessment of all or of any part of the taxable property in such distriet to he made by
one or more persons to be appomted for that purpose by said department. The filing in
the office of the department of the application for such reassessment, signed by the required
number of taxpayers or their legal representatives, shall impose upon the depa1tment of
taxation the duty, under the powers conferred by subsection (1) of section 73.03, to review
the assessment complamed of and, if, in its judgment wpon full investigation, 1t shall find
such dssessment not in substantial comphance with law and that public interest will be pro-
moted by a reassessment, to correct such assessment by a reassessment as herein provided
and such duty shall not be impaired or set aside by any action, subsequent to such filing, of
any one or more taxpayers represented in the application. As a part of its investigation of
the assessment complained of, the department of taxation shall hold a hearing at some
convenient place within or near the taxation distriet which is sought to he reassessed. At
stch hearing testimony may be offered as to the inequality or equality of the assessment,
whether or not the public interest will be promoted by a reassessment and as to such other
matters as may be desired by the department. Notice of such hearing specifying the time
and place thereof shall he mailed to the clerk of the taxation district and the first signer
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of the application for reassessment, not less than 8 days before the time fixed for such
hearing. The .order directing such reassessment and naming the person or persons
appointed to make the same shall be filed in the office of the department, and a duplicate.
thereof shall be filed with the clerk of such taxation distriet. A copy of such order shall
be transmitted to the supervisor of assessments of the county in which such distriet is
located and to each of the persons appointed to make such reassessment and to serve
on the hoard for the review thereof, which shall be legal notice to such persons re-
spectively, of their appointment. ,

(2) PERSONS APPOINTED TO REASSESS, POWERS AND DUTIES, . The person or: persons so
appointed to make such reassessment, without delay, shall severally take and subseribe an
oath or affirmation to support the constitution of the United States and of the state of
Wisconsin and faithfully to perform the duties imposed upon him in respect to such re-
agsessment to the best of his ability, and shall file the same with the department of taxation.
Thereupon such person or persons shall proeeed with diligence to make a reassessment of
all the taxable property in such distriet. For that purpose he or they shall have ail the
power and authority given by law to assessors in such distriet and shall perform all the
duties and be subject to all restrictions and penalties imposed by law upon such assessors.
He or they shall have access to all public records and files which may be needful or serv-
iceable in the performance of said duties, and wlile engaged thevein shall he entitled to
have custody and possession of the roll containing the original assessment in such ‘district
and all property and other statements and memoranda velating thereto. A blank assess-
ment roll and all property statements and other blank forms needful for the purposes of
such reassessment shall be furnished by the county clerk at the expense of the county upon
the application of the assessor of incomes. ' ‘

(3) SPECIAL SUPERVISION INSTEAD OF REASSESSMENT. Whenever the department shall
determine, after the hearing provided for in subsection (1) that the assessment. eom-
plained of was not made in substantial compliance with law but that the interests of. all
the taxpayers of such district will best be promoted by special supervision of succeeding
assessments to the end that the assessment of such district shall theveafter he lawfully
made, it may proceed as follows: It may designate some person or persons in the employ
of the department or appoint some other qualified person or persons to assist the local
assessor in making the assessments to be thereafter made in such distriet. Such person or
persons so appointed may give all or such part of their time to such supervision as, in
the judgment of the department, shall be necessary to complete such assessment in sub:
stantial compliance with the law, and in performing such task shall have all the powers
given by law to any person or persons designated to make a reassessmént and together
with the assessor shall constitute an assessment hoard as defined in section 70.055, .The
cost of making such special supervision shall be borns by the taxation distriet and paid
in the manner provided for upon a reassessment of such distriet; provided that in edse
the supervision is made by an employe of the department and not more than 10 days is
consumed in such.work, the department may in its diseretion make no charge for such

services.

70.76 Board of correction. (1) Noticr, PrRooF. In the ovder for such reassessment
the department of taxation shall designate 3 persons to serve as a board for the correction
and review of such reassessment. As soon as practicable the person or persons making
such reassessment shall inform the clerk of such distriet of a date on which such reassess-
ment will be ready for the consideration of such board, which information shall be given
in time to enable such clerk to give the notice hereinafter required. The clerk shall there-
upon give notice that such hoard will meet on such date at the place provided hy law for
the meeting of the regular board of review of such district, specitymg such place. He
shall record such notice in the vecord book of proeeedings of the board of review of such
distriet after first recording therein the order for such reassessment; he shall post such
notice in 3 eonspicuous publie places in said distriet and shall also serve a copy of such
notice upon each of the persons named to act as sueh hoard and upon the assessor of
incomes if such reassessment bhe not made by him, which posting and service shall he at
least one week before the day designated for such meeting; provided;. that in case of the
failure or refusal of such clerk to give and serve the notice aforesaid in the manner herein
prescribed within 5 days after he shall have been rquested to do so by the person or per-
sons making such reassessment the assessor of incomes in and for. such district. may give
and serve such notice with like foree and effect as if given and served by the clerk. Such
service may be by personal delivery to the person to be served or by leaving such copy at
his usual place of abode or by mailing the same in a sealed envelope postpaid and directed
to such person at his post-office address. A memorandum stating the time and place of
such posting and the time and manner of such service shall be entered by the clerk in the
record aforesaid. Such memorandum, authenticated by the:signature of the clerk shall
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be presumptive evidence of the facts therein stated; and the faet, time, and manner of
such posting and service may be proved by any person having knowledge of tle facts
even though no entry of such memorandum he made,

(2) Hearivg. The persons designated to serve as a board to review such reassess-
ment shall attend at the time and place specified in such notice. A majority of such per-
sons shall constitute a quorum. Before proceeding in such review they shall be sworn
by the clerk or by some other person authorized by law to administer oaths, to faithfully
and impartially perform their duties in respect to such reassessment. The clerk of such
district shall attend and serve as the clerk of such board at all its sessions and shall per-
form all the duties required of such clerks at meeting of the regular board of review of
such distriet, except that he shall have no voice in the determinations of such hoard.

(8) Evipence. The person or persons making such reassessment shall attend such
meeting, shall lay bhefore such board the roll containing the reassessment of property
made by him or them and all property statements, affidavits, and other memoranda in
relation thereto, shall furnish the hoard all information in his or their possession which
may be useful in the work of such hoard, and may give testimony of any facts within his
or their knowledge pertinent to any matter under the consideration of such board.

70.77 Proceedings; inspection, (1) Such hoard shall carefully examine and con-
sider, such reassessment roll and all statements and other information accompanying the
same or given in relation thereto. They shall review and correct such reassessment in like
manner as the regular board of review of such distriet is required to review assessments
therein and for that purpose they may adjourn from time to time and shall otherwise
have and exercise all the power and authority given by law to boards of review and shall
be subject to all the rules and restrictions imposed upon such hoards. Any owner of
taxable property in such district shall have the right to examine such reassessment and
shall have all the rights and privileges hefore such hoard in respect to sneh reassessment
that are given by law in respect to any assessment of property in such distriet.

70,78 Affidavit; filing. Upon the completion of the work of such board and the
incorporation in such reassessment roll of any corrections and changes ordered by such
board, the person or persons making such reassessment shall make and annex to such roll
an affidavit conforming as nearly as may be to the affidavit required by law to be annexed
to assessment rolls in such district. Such reassessment voll when completed shall he filed
in the office of the clerk of such district and shall take the place of the original assessment
made in such distriet for said year for all purposes and shall be prima facie evidence of
the facts therein stated and of the regularity of all the proceedings culminating therein.,

70.79 Power of assessor, If such reassessment shall be made by any person other
than the assessor of incomes of the county in which such distriet shall be located the
assessor of incomes shall have all the authority in respect thereto that is possessed by him
in respeect to other assessments in his county and, in such case, he shall render what assist-
ance he ean practieably to the person or persons making such reassessment and fo the
board which shall review the same, the meeting of which hoard shall be attended by him,
The distriet attorney of the county in which such reassessment shall be made shall render
any legal assistanee which may be required in relation thereto or the review thereof upon
the request of the assessor of incoies,

70.80 Compensation; fees. The person or persons making such reassessment and
the persons serving upon the board for review thereof shall receive such eompensation for
their services and expenses as may be desighated by the department of taxation in the order
directing such reassessment., Any witness directed to be summoned by such hoard shall bhe
entitled to fees for travel and attendance at the rates allowed by law to witnesses in the
eireuit court, but shall not he entitled to such fees prior to his attendance and the giving
of his testimony, Assessors of incomes may he appointed to make reassessments, but in
no case shall an assessor of incomes he appointed to reassess a district when the complaint
was made or the proceedings instituted by him.

70.81 Statement of expenses. Upon completion of the review of such reassess-
ment, each person entitled to compensation for services in respect thereto as provided in
section 70.80 shall make out a statement of his claim therefor against the state of Wis-
consin and execute a voucher for the payment thereof upon blank forms to be furnished
by the department of taxation. Such statement shall show the number of days for which
compensation is claimed, the rate per day, the character of the service, the total amount
claimed, the address of the claimant, and, in case of witnesses, the number of miles trav-
eled, which statement shall be verified by the affidavit of the claimant or of some person
having knowledge of the facts. Each such claim shall be approved, if correct, by a mem-
ber of such board and by the assessor of incomes, A memorandum of all such claims,
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showing the numher of days and character of service and amount due to each person, shall
be entered at the foot of the record of the proceedings of such hoard.

70.82 Review of claims; payment, The statements and vouchers mentioned in see-
tion 70.81 shall be promptly transmitted by the assessor of incomes to the department of
taxation, which shall have authority to review the same and determine the number of days
to be allowed. After such review and determination and after procuring any needed
corrections therein said department shall indorse their approval of such statements and
file the same and such vouchers in the office of the director of budget and aceounts. Such
claims shall thereupon be aundited by the director of budget and accounts and paid out
of the state treasury in like manner that other claims against the state are andited and
paid. The amount so paid shall constitute an indebtedness of the district in which such
reagsessment was made to the state of Wisconsin, and sueh indebtedness with interest
thereon at 6 per cent per annum shall be a special charge upon such distriet to be certified
to and collected from such distriet in the then next levy and certification of state taxes
and special charges, in like manner that other indebtedness of cities, towns and villages to
the state are certified and collected.

70.83 Deputies; neglect; reassessment, If any person appointed or required to
perform any duty under seetions 70.75 and 70.76 shall he unable. or neglect to do so, his
place may he filled by appointment by said department. If any person required to
perform any duty under sections 70.75 to 70.84 shall wilfully neglect or refuse to do so,
he shall forfeit to the state not less than $50 nor more than $250. In the appointment
of pergons to perform services under sections 70.75 to 70.84 the department of taxation
shall not he required to select any of such persons from the residents of the distriet in
which the reassessment is to be made. It shall not be necessary for the said department
to wait until the assessment in any distriet is completed before making an order for
reassessment therein under the provisions of sections 70.75 to 70.84; but it shall be entitled
to make such order whenever it shall be satisfied from the work already done upon such
assessment that when completed it will not be in substantial compliance with law.

70.84 Inequalities may be corrected in subsequent year., If any such reassessment
cannot he completed in time to take the place of the original assessment made in such dis-
triet for said year, the clerk of the district shall levy and apportion the taxes for that
year upon the hasis of the original assessment roll, and when the reassessment is com-
pleted the inequalities in the taxes levied under the original assessment shall be remedied
and compensated in the levy and apportionment of taxes in sueh distriet next following
the completion of said reassessment in the following manuer: HEach tract of real estafe,
and, as to personal property, each taxpayer, whose tax shall be determined by such reas-
sessment to have been relatively too high, shall be credited a sum equal to the amount of
laxes charged on the original assessment in excess of the amount which would have been
charged had such reassessment been made in time; and each tract of real estate, and, as
to personal property, each taxpayer, whose tax shall be determined by such reassessment
to have been relatively too low, shall be charged, in addition to all other taxes, a sum equal
to the difference hetween the amount of taxes charged upon such unequal original assess-
ment and the amount which would have heen charged had such reassessment been made
in time. The department of taxation, or its authorized agent, shall at any time have
aceess to all assessment and tax rolls herein referred to for the purpose of assisting the
local clerk and in order that the results of the reassessment may he carried into effect.

70.856 Revaluation. Whenever it shall appear to the satisfaction of the department
of taxation, on a written complaint filed with the department of taxation within 20 days
after the adjournment of the hoard of review for any taxation district, that the assessment
of one or more descriptions or classes of property in such taxation district, the aggregate
assessment, of which does not exceed 10 per cent of the assessment of all property therein,
is radically out of proportion to the general average of the assessment of all other property
in such district and the same can be satisfactorily corrected without a reassessment of the
entire district, the department of taxation may m its discretion revalue such property and
equalize the assessment without the intervention of a hoard of review, at any time before
November first, of the year in which such assessment is made, The valuation so fixed by
said department shall be-final, unless modified or set aside by a decision of the court on the
ground that sueh reassessment is excessive or irregular, and shall be substituted for the
original valuation in the assessment and tax rolls and taxes computed and paid thereon ac-
cordingly, But no assessment shall be raised unless on the written complaint of 3 or
more taxpayers and the party to whom the property is assessed shall have been duly
notified of such intention in time to appear and he heard before or file his objections with
the department in relation thereto.
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70.86 Descriptions, simplified system. The common council or other governing
hody of any city in this state may at its option adopt a simplified system of describing
real property in either the assessment roll or the tax roll or in bhoth the assessment roll and
tax roll of such city, and may likewise from time to time amend or change such simplified

system.
[70.87 Stats. 1933 repealed by 1955 ¢, 414]




