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CHAPTER 53. 

PRISONS; STATE, COUNTY AND :MUNICIPAL. 
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53.01 Names, of, prisons. ' The penitentiary at Waupun is named. ,"Wisconsin f;3tate 
Prison." The penitentiary at Taycheedah, formerly known as the Wisconsin .industrial 
home.for ,women and the Wisconsin prison for women, is named "Wisconsin Home for 
Women." The penitl)ntiary at .Green.Bay is named ":Wisconsin State Reformatory." The 
institutions named in ,this section aJ.'e state prisons. 

53.02 ' Jurisdiction and extent of state prisons; service of process therein. (1) 
WISCONSIN STATE PRISON. For all PlU'Poses of discipline and for judicial proceedings, 
the Wisconsin state prison and the preciilCts thereof shan be deemed to be in Dodge 
county, and the courts of that county shall have jurisdiction of all crimes committed within 
the same. Every activity conducted under the juriSdiction of and by the prison, wherever 
located, is a precinct of the prison; and each precinct is part of the prison. 

(2) WISCONSIN STATE REFORMATORY. For all purposes of discipline ,and for judicial 
proceedings, the Wisconsin state reformatory and the precincts: thereof 'shall be deemed 
to be in Brown county, and the courts of that county shan have jurisdiction of all crimes 
committed within the same. Every activity conducted under the jurisdiction of. and by 
the reformatory, wherever located, is a precinct of the reformatory; and each precinct is 
part of the' reformatory. 

(3) WISCONSIN ROlm FOR WOMEN. For all purposes of discipline and for judicial 
proceedings, the Wisconsin home for women and the precincts. thereof 'shan 1)e deemed to 
be in Fond. du Lac county, and the courts of that county shall have jurisdiction of all 
crimes committed within the same. Every activity conducted under the jurisdiction of and 
by such home, wherever located, is a precinct of the home; and each precinct is part of 
the home. ' .. 

(4) SE,R,VICE 0]1 PROCESS. (a) Service of process may be made on the warden or 
superintendent of any prison named in section 53.01 as upon any other resident of this 
state. 

(b) Except as provided in paragraph (a), service of process within any such prison 
on any officer or employe or inmate thereof shall be made by the warden or superintendent 
or some person appointed by him to serve process. 

53.03 Oath of office; bond. (1) The warden and the superintendents of the state 
prisons shan each take the official oath required by section 19.01. 

(2) They shall each execute the official bond required by section 19.01, the amount of 
which shaH be fixed by the department, with surety or sureties approved by the depart­
ment. 

53.04 Duties of warden and superintendents. The warden or the superintendent of 
each state prison shall have charge and custody of his prison and all lands, belongings, 
furniture, implements, stock and provisions and every other species of property within 
the same 01' pertaining thereto. He shall enforce the regulations of the department for 
the administration of the prison and for the government of its officers and the discipline 
of i1§ inmate~. 
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53.05 Residence of warden and superintendents. The state shall furnish the warden 
and each superintendent of a, state prison a dwelling located conveniently to the pl'ison, 
where he shall reside. . 

53.06 Delivery of persons to prisons. The sheriff shall deliver to the propel' state 
prison every person convicted in his county and sentenced to such prison as soon as may 
be after sentence, together with the certificate of. conviction. The warden 01' superintend­
ent shall deliver to the sheriff a receipt acknowledging receipt of the prisoner, naming 
him, which receipt the sheriff shall file in the office of the clerk who issued the certificate 
of conviction. When transporting' or delivering a client to the Wisconsin home for women 
the sheriff shall be accompanied by an adult female person. 

HistOl'Y: 19,51 c. 279 s. 10. 

53;07 Maintenance of order. The warden or superintendent shall maintain order, 
enforce obedience, suppress riots and prevent escapes. For such purposes he may com­
mand the aid of the officers of the institution and of. persons outside of the prison; and 
any person who fails· to obey such command shall be punished by 'imprisonment in the 
county jail not more than one year 01' by a fine not exceeding $500. The warden 01' super­
intendentmay adoptpmper means to capture escaped inmates. 

53.08 Humane treatment and punishment. The warden and the superintendent and 
all prison officers shall uniformly treat the inmates with kindness. There shall be no cor­
pOl'al. 01' other painful and unusual punishment inflicted upon inmates. 

53.09 Labor and communications. Inmates shall be employecl as provided in chapter 
56. Communication ~hall. not be allo'lved between inmates .and any person outside the 
prison except as prescribed by the prison regulations. 

53.095 Delivering articles to convict. Any ·officeror other person who shall de­
liver 01' procure to be delivered or shall have in his possession with intent to .deliver to any 
convict confined in the state prison or the Wis,consin state reformatory or shall deposit 01' 
coneeal in or about said prison or n;formatory, 01' the dependencies thereof, 01' in any 
caJ.iiageor other vehicle going into the premises belonging to said plison 01' reformatory, 
any article or thing whatever, with intent that any convict confined therein shall obtain or 
recE,live the same, 01' who shall receive from any convict ,any article or thing whatever with 
intent to convey the same but of said plison or reformatory, contrary to the rules 01' reg'll­
lations and without the knowledge or permission of the ,,varden 01' supelwtendent thereof, 
shall be punished by imprisonment in said state prison or reformatory not more than 2 
years 01' by fine not exceeding $500. .' 

Hist01'Y: 1955 c. 696 s. 18i. ' . 

53.10 Solitary confinement. For violation of the rules of. the prison an inmate may 
be confined to a solitary cell, under the care and advice of the physician, 

'53.105 Unlawful privilege for convict. Any officer 01' persOl~ employed in the state 
prison 01' the Wisconsin state reformatory who sb,all knowingly'permit any convict under 
sen fence of solitary confinement therein to be. at larg'e 01' out of the cell assigned him, 01' 
shall suffer any convict confined in said prison 01' reformatory to be at large, 01' allow 
him to be visited, conversed with or in any manne~' to, be relieved or comforted" except 
as provided by law or the regUlations of said prison or reformatory, shall be punished by 
fine not exceeding $500.' l 

. msfort: 1955 C.' 696 s. 180 • 

. 53;tl. Credit fpr, good conduct; forfeiture for bad;. parole. (1) The warden 01' 
superintendent shall keep a record of the conduct of each inmate, specifying each infrac-' 
tion of the rules. Each inmate who shall conduct himself in a propel' manner and pei'form 
aU the duties required of him &hallbe entitled to good time or diminution of sentence 
according' to the following table, prorated for any part of a yeai': First year, one month; . 
second year, 2 months; third year, 3 months; fourth year, 4 months; fifth year, 5 months; 
every year thereafter, 6 lllQnths. ". '" . . . 

. (2) Any inmate who Violates any regulation of the plison or refuses or neglects to 
perform the. dl1ties required of him shall be subject to forfeit~lre of any good time pre­
viously granted or .earned under this chapter, [} days for· the first offense, 10 days for the 
s'ecpnd offense and 20 day~ for the third 01' each subsequent offense. Good time so for­
feited shall not be .restored. In addition, the department, 01' the warden 01' the supClin­
tendent, with the approval of the~epal'tment, may cancel aU 01' part of such good time. 

o ,(2a) A,parolee earI)S g09d time at the rl;lte 'prescribed in this section. The department 
may forfeit all or part of the good time previously earned u~lder this chapter;fol' violation 
of the conditions of parole, whether 01' not the parole is rev.oked for such misconduct. 
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(3) ''iThenever any inmate is committed lmder several convictions with separate con­
secutive sentences they shall be construed as one continuous sentence for the purpose of 
computing good time eamed or forfeited under this section. All other sentences, whenever 
imposed, shall be deemed first sentences for purpose of computing good time j but no 
more good time shall be granted for anyone year than is specified in subsection (1), as 
modified by section 53.12 (1). 

(4) An inmate may waive hisgood time. 
(5) The time during which an inmate who escaped is at large shall not be compu~ed 

as time served. . 
(6) Allowances for good conduct earned in any institution shall be allowed in the 

institution to which an inmate may be transferred. 
(7) (a) An inmate or parolee having served the term f01' which he has been sentenced 

for a crime committed after May 27, 1951, less good time earned under this chapter and 
not forfeited as herein provided, shall be released on parole or continued on parole, sub­
ject to all provisioNs of law and department regulations relating to paroled prisoners, 
until the expiration of the maximum term for which he was sentenced without deduction 
of such good time, or until discharged from parole by the department, whichever is sooner, 

(b) Any person on parole under. this subsection may be returned to prison as pro­
vided in s. 57.06 (3) 01' s. 57.07 (2) to serve the remainder of his sentence. He may earn 
good time on the balance of such sentence while so in prison, subject to forfeiture thel;eof 
for misconduct as herein provided. Subject to the approval of the department, he may 
again be released on parole thereafter under either this section 01' s. 57.06 01' s. 57.07, 
whichever is applicable. The I'emainder of his sentence shall be deemed to be the amount 
by which his odginal sentence was reduced by good time. 

(8) Releases from the prisons, except those under ch, 57, shall be on the Tuesday 01' 

the Wednesday preceding the I'elease date. 
History: 1951 c. 266; 1963 c. 71; 1956 c. 42, 44. 

53.12 Credit for diligence; earnings; reward of merit. (1) In addition to the credit 
for good conduct prescribed in section 53.11, every inmate whose diligence in labor or 
study surpasses the general average is entitled to a diminution of time at the rate of one 
day for each 6 days during which he shows such diligence. The diminution shall be made 
under the rules of the department. 

(2) The department may provide by rules for the payment of wages to inmates. The 
rate of such wages may vary for different prisoners in accordance. with the pecuniary 
value of the work performed, willingness, and good behavior. 

(3) If by continued good conduct, diligence or otherwise, an inmate surpasses the 
general average, the department may provide by rules to compensate him therefor by the 
allowance of money. 

(4) Money accruing under th.is section remains under the control of the department, 
to be used for the benefit of the inmate or his family or dependents, under rules pre­
scribed by the department as to time, manner and amount of disbursements; but if he 
escapes or becomes a fugitive from justice 01' commits a breach of discipline, the depart­
ment may declare forfeited all eamings remaining to his credit, and such l'emainder shall 
be replaced in the fund from which it came, . 

See note to 66.01. citing 41 Atty. Gen. 199. 

63.13 Property of inmates; donations and transportation on discharge, The money 
and effects (except clothes) in possession of an inmate when admitted to the prison shall 
be preserved and shall be restored to him when discharged. When released on discharge 
01' parole he shall be given adequate clothing and $10 in money in addition to transporta~ 
tion or the. means to procure tI;ansportation from the prison to any place in this state, 
If released on parole the $10 shall be given under rules promulg'ated by the department. 

History I 1963 c. 71. 
Warden of state prison Is not required to 01' by friends 01' relatives with an automo­

furnish transportation· or the means to pro- bile. since It was the legislative intent that 
cure transportation when the convict ·upon transportation be furnished only when neo-
discharge 01' parole Is met by a peace officer essary. 41 Atty. Gen. 249. . 

53.14 Property of deceased inmates, parolees or probationers, disposition, When 
an inmate of a prison or a parolee of an institution or a person 011 probation to the state 
department of public welfare dies leaving' an estate of $150 or less in the trust of the 
warden, the superintendent or the director of the state department of public welfare, 
such warden, superintendent or director shall make effort to determine whether. or not 
such estate is to be probated. If probate proceedings al'e not commenced within 90 days, 
the wal'den, the superintendent or the director is authorized and directed to turn over the 
money or secmities in his hands to the neal'estofkin as evidenced by the records of the 
institution and the depal'tment. . , . 

History. 1963 c, 71; 1955 o. 43. 
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53.15 Activities off grounds jhome for women. The superintendent Df the WiscDn­
sin home fDr WDmen may takeinmates away frDm the institutiDn grDunds fDr rehabilitative 
activities directly supervised by institutiDn persDnnel fDr the purpDse of dDnating blDod 
to bloDd banks, attending lifesaving classes, gynmastic training, and vocatiDnal activities 
not available at the ins,titution ,and participating i)1 invitational appearances of selected 
groups. 

IDstory: 1955 c. 558. 

53.17 Register of inmates. When any inmate is received into. any state penal insti­
tutiDn the department shall register the date Df admission, the name, age,' nativity and 
l}ationality and~uch Dther, facts as may be Dbtained,astD parentage, edu~atiDn and pre­
vious histDry and environments of such inmate. Enb'ies shall be made Dn the register Df 
the prQgress made by each inmate, and his parDle and his cDnditiDn at the time Df parDle 
and thepl'Dgress made,by him"while on parDle. 

", 53.18 ',Transfers of inmates. (1) Inmates Df the WiscDnsin state refDrmatDry may 
be transferred by the department to ,the Wisconsin state prisDn., '"., • 

(2) Inmates of ' the 'WiscDnsin state prisDn and Df the Milwaukee cDunty hDuse Df CDr­
rectiDn (except thDse cDnvicted Df murder in the first Dr second degree) may be trans­
flltr()d, ,to. the,refDrmatDry Dr to', th~ hDme fD)' wDJ,l1e~ anQ,. WaY,?e returned to. the institu­
tiDn, frQ11). which they ,1vere taken" If ,anY cDmity, dIscDntll1u~S ItS wDrkhDuse Dr hDUSIl Df 
COl'l'ectiqp., )D,J,llates at the ,time ,o~ such dis,continuan~e may be transferred to. the, state 
prisDn Dr to. the county jailof the CDunty as the cDmmItment, may indicate. 

(4) With each pers(}ll 'trimsferred to a state prison 'frDm another institutiDn, the 
witrdim or' superintendent 'of' such bther institution' shall transmit cDpiesDf the Driginal 
cDrntnitirient alid of' his prisDll rellDrd Df service, 'cDnduct !l;nd histDry. 

'(5) ,Any person Who. isle'gally transferred by the depa,'rtment to. a' pimal institutiDn 
sh,all be' subject to' thesan'le statuteS; regulatiDns 'and discipli!Jeas if he had beell Drigill!tlly 
5'entelicedto'that institution, 'but the tl'ansfershall not change thetel'll1 Df sentence. 

History: 1955 c. 575. ' 
': Allowing, transfer., 'of certain jnmates ,of ,ity find not unconstitutional. 'This authority 

WIsc,onl;lin, 13oho,q~, fa):, girls to t1).~ Wisc9P,sin no~ applicable to neglected or dependent 
home for women 'by the departI'nent of 'pub- chIldren; 39 Atty. Gen. 334. 
lic 'welfare is' a ,lawful deleg'atlon' of autll,ol'~ 

53.30 Definition of jail. 'A~'used in'sectiDns 53.30 to. 53.43; the wDrd "jail" includes 
municipal pl;isons by, Whatever name, they: are' ImDwn. " , 

53.:n Use Qf jails. The cDunty jail may be used for the dete~tionDf perSDns charged 
with'criine &ndcDpllllitted 'for trial;,'for the detep.tlOn Df persDnscDmmitted to. secu,l.'e 
their attendanCe as witIiesses; to. impi'ison 'persQns cDmmitted pursuant' to. a seht.cnce Dr 
held in custDdy by the' shei'lff fOl' !tny cause authDrized 'by law; fDr the detentiDn Qf 
persons sentenced 'to impi'isDnment in stat.epenal'itistitlitiDns or the, l\fil)vaukee cDririty 
hDuse Df cDrrectiDn, until they are remDved to. said institutiQns; fDr the temp Drary deten­
tiDn Df persDns in the cllstDdy Df the department; and for Dther detentiQns ImthDi'ized by 
law. 'i" 

53.32 LocatiQn of jails restricted. No. jail,' lDckup Dr tempDrary place Df cDnfine­
ment ~hall be erected within' 300 feet Df any public, pti.vate Dr parDchial SChDDl building 
Dr, building used regularly ~r principally fDr school purpDses. , 

, SOO~foot distance between' jail' aI1d SOD-foot distance Ibetween jail and school 
"school building::" is, to be measured from building, must be measured in' a straight 
the sohool l,lUQding., I)'?t the land bOl\ndary. line, petween the nearest points of the 2 
Building contaIning jaIl and r00111S 1Ised for ,buildmgs. Where a school has 'been con­
other pu'rposes, is not in violation ' If jail structed within SOD feet of an existiIig jail 
entrance and jail part of building are 300 jail building may , b,e enlarged but not ill 
feet or more fro1)'1 the school, even tllough the direction of tJhe,school. Existing jail 
other parts of bUIldmg are closer. BUIlding 300 feet or 111ori)' from a school building 
used for S~n?ay school purpo~es i~ not a may not be enlarged so as to bring it within 
"school bUlldmg" ':under: I ,thlsseotlOn. ,45 the prohl,blted distance. 45 Atty.:Gen'.:24'4. 
At~y,. ,Gen. ,2~,~" i, i: 

. 53.33, ,Ma.intenance of prisoners in county. jail. The maintenance Df perSDns, who. 
have been sentenced to. the ,~tatepenal institutiDns, pel'sDns in the custDdyo£ the depar~ 
ment, ,perSDns accl,lsed Qf, Cl'llne and cDmmitted fDr'trial, persons cDmmitted fD1' the nDn­
payment Df. £!nes and expe~ses, and perSDns sentenced to imprisQnment, therein, while in 
the .cQuntYJ rul, shall be, pUld, Dllt, of the, cDunty treasury; but no. claim, shall be allDwed to. 
any sheriff fD1' keeping or bDarclingany persDn in the CDunty jail unless he was lawfully 
detained therein. 
'Hi"to~Yl 1955 c. 76., , , " 

Cross Refm'eneel 62.24 (2) (b) niakesclty Hable fol' !Ce'e!) of 'persall confined in cOUhty 
jaN 1:0 ,1' Y,iolati?,nof c,\t~, ordiMnce. '" , " "',', ' , , '" . , 

, ,C~linty hot liable to city fa!, .Inalritenan'ce ' 'While ,county board has no statutory au­
of'prISOnel'S, al'reste?on th~ l.mtIRtive of city thorlty to compel sheriff to mRintaih and 
police and confined In city JaIl. 38 Atty. Gen. furnish records of his expenditures, for ex-
642. pense of feedillg' prisoners in COUll ty jail, he 
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must nevertheless be able to furnish such compensation for maintenance of prisoners 
,'ecords in order to substantiate any claim adopted by the board under 59.15' (3). 39 
he may present to the county under 53.33, or Atty. Gen. 218. 
to, attaclr the fairness of any schedule of 

53.34 Use of jail of another county. Courts, magistrates and officers of any county 
having no jail may sentence, commit 01' deliver any person to the jail of any other county 
as if such jail existed in their own county; and the sheriff of such other county shallre­
ceive and keep the prisoner in all respects as if committed from his county; but the cost 
of such keep shall be paid by the county from which the prisoner was sentenced, com­
mitted 01' delivered. 

53.35 Removal of prisoners in emergency. In an emergency and for the s~fety of 
prisoners in any jail, the sheriff or other keeper may remove' them to a place of 'safety 
and there confine them so long as necessary. If any county jail is destroyed 01' is insecure 
for keeping prisoners, the sheriff may remove them to sOme other county jail, \vhere they 
shall be received and kept as if committed thereto, but at the expense of the county from 
which they were removed. An indorsement on thE! commitment. of a prisoner, made by the 
sheriff in charge of such prisoner, directed to the sheriff of another county, shall be au­
thority for the latter to hold the prisoner. 

53.36 Segregation of prisoners. All jails shall be provided with suitable wards 01; 

buildings for the separation of criminals, from non criminals; persons of different sexes; 
and persons alleged to be mentally ill. All prisoners shall be kept segregated accordingly. 

53.37, Maintenance of jail and care of prisoners. (1) The she~'iff or other keeper 
of a jail shall constantly keep' it clean andin a healthful condition and P:tY strict atten­
tion to the personal cleanliness of the prisoners and shall cause the clothing of each pris­
oner to be properly laundered. He shall furnish each prisoner with ,clean, water, .towels 
andbedding·.He shall serve each prisoner 3 times daily w~th enough well-cooked, whole­
some food. The county board shall ,prescribe an adequate diet, for ,the priso:q.ers in the 
county jail. 

(2) Neither the sheriff or other keeper of any jail nor any, other person shall' give, 
sell or deliver to any prisoner for any cause ,vhatever any spiritllOus liquor or wine or 
cider or beer unless a physician certifies in writing that the healt.h of the prisoner requires 
it,.in which case he may be allowed t,he quantity prescribed. 

(3) The county or municipality shall furnish its jail with , necessary bedding" clothing, 
toilet facilities, light and heat.for pri~oners. ,', 

(4) The sheriff or other keeper of a jail is authorized to use without compensation the 
1l1-bor of those sentenced to actual confinement in the county jail in the maintaining of, 
and the housekeeping of the jail; including the propeity on which it stands. Any prisoner 
who escapes while working on the grounds outside the jail enclosure ,shall be punished as 
provided in s. 946.42. 

History: 1953 c. 71; 1957 c. 610. 

53.375 Giving liquor to prisoners; mingling sexes. Any sheriff, jailer or keeper of 
any prison or any other person who shall sell, give or deliver to any pl'isoner,or wilfully 
or negligently permit any such prisoner to have any spirituous or intopcating liquor, and any prisoner who shall use such liquor, in violation of s. 53.37 (2), or who shall have 
in his possession in the precincts of :tny prison, with intent to sell, give 01' deliver the 
same: to some prisoner, such spirituous or intoxicating liquor, or who shall place or keep 
together or knowingly permit to be kept together prisoners of different sex;es; shall be 
punished by fine not exceeding $100, or· .by imprisonment in the county jail not less than 
30 days nor more than 6 months. 

History;. 1955 c. 696 s. 183. 

53.38 Medical care of prisoners. If a prisoner needs medic'al or hospital care the 
sheriff or other keeper of the jail shall provide such care and may transfer him to a hos­
pital, making pl'ovision for the security of the prisoner. The costs of medical and hos­
pital care outside of .the jail shall (if the prisoner is unable to pay for it) in the case of 
persons held under the state criminal laws 01' for contempt of court, be borne by the 
county and in the case of persons held under municipal ordinance by the municipality. 
The governmental unit paying such costs of medical 01' hospital care may collect the value 
of the same from him 01' his estate as provided for in section 49.08. . .' 

53.39 Freedom of worship; religious ministration. In so far as practicable, the 
provisions of section 46.066 shall apply to county jails. 

53.40 Discipline; solitary confinement. For violating the rules of the jail, an in­
mate may be kept in solitary confinement, under the care and advice of a physician, but 
not over 10 days. 
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53.41 Jail matrons. Whenever there is a female prisoner in any jail there shall 
be a matron on duty who is wholly responsible to the sheriff or keeper for the custody, 
cleanliness, food and care of such prisoner. 

There must be a matron present in the jail and awake at all times while there is a 
female prisoner therein. 45 AttY'. Gen. 31. 

53.42 Jailer constantly at ja.il. There shall be a keeper or custodian or attendant 
present at every jail while there is a prisoner therein. 

There must be a, jailer present and awake at all times while a prisoner is lodged 
therein. 45 Atty. Gen. 31. 

53.43 Credit for good conduct.' If approved by the. committing court, a prisoner 
sentenced to the county jail obtains a diminution of one-fourth of his term if his conchtct, 
diligence and general attitude merit such diminution. 




