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i '9,96.01 In(:nlests~wpen!lY~W Jhl)"clistrict ,lj.tto~·p:ey; P;IIS not.ice (jf th~ c1!l~thiOt, any 
pers()~l .andfront, i the, <;lirCUllll;;ta.ll.C~S sUl,'l'ou~dilfg thesl,l.)ll~ the;l'ei :~~ ,any rea~0.n i to! p,e.lie'Je 
thitt, nnU'Cler,.!p.a:lfS~:;Ulgl,lter,4omlClil~ .I:esul~mg fp,ln;l,' ~eg').igent GQ1itrOl OfVHHo~~S .lUumal, 
l,lo~icide by t~ckles,':l co~duct, ,homicide .by llegligent lIse of ve~licle: or j'irea':Plt" :01:, homi­
cide by intoxicated user of vehicle or' firearm may; hitye, qey.\!; ~pmn1itted,. or :tpat ,qellth 
may have been due to self-murder or unexplained or suspicious ,!,ircmnst::rl1ce&,jlnl'l the 
v~nue 9f suc4 offense is in his county, excepting' ill cases ,;he1'e ll; .ciimlllj! y.;a,rrant or ;war­
r#tts haveheell ,isStied, hS$hall' fOl'thwitJi Oi%ll' 'and reguh'ethe' corolll;lr"deplltyc<h'oner, 
. oi'in the event· of the apsence oi' disaBilitY6f 'the' CorOnel" 01' 'tleputY' 'coi'orieli,' Milie justice 
of the peace to tak~ ail inquest as'to h(rw s\ich' per8011 came to hl~ 'deiLth; 'In: any-iiiql1est 
'ordered by 'ilie disfct'i'ct··. attin1ney )1.8 'shaH. ap:pea~' in' theinqliiist '~·epl .. kse~ti)1g the' st'ate. in 
"presenting the evidence .. Foi' 'the "pmpose' of' takilig 'srichinql1es~ . deputy' cOl'oliers . may 
'perIOl'nl all the'dllties anq<ex'ercise all the' jUl1,sdiction'a'iid'pdwei1!cbnfeh'e'd l'ip!onsuch 
corone:bi by' this chapter' 'lill!'!.' 'shall' be,' entitled. to' . the saine f~esas:si.J'ch . coronet :M· the 
pei'fOl;marlcedf likil 'duties,' ~xcept as hel'e'iIHiftei;provided. N otbjng herein 'contiLined 
: shall b~constl'lled' as p.i·eve~thlgslich 'cororiel~, fl'Om holding: aU. ih~ll~St' ,U!id~r 'the cii·cllfu­
stances herein abovsspecifiedwithout being fi1;s:t riotified by the dist:i .. ict attorney ,S(j' to 
hold such inquest. Such inquest may be held in any county, if withiidhis state, in 'which 
ther8wouldbe venmi for the trial' of the offense. 'J ,,, "i,i :,; ; '" "i .i , 

'HistorY:"~955c •. 660; 1955 0.696's.·335; 1957 c;,128 .. ·· i i"" ")' ',:!' " ,.1 .. ,i"" 

: , 966.02! 'Juryto,becaUed,when.'. Wlienever"anyrio1'onm'; a~pilty coroner'orjustice 
of the. peace' sh~l hold . (IJlinqU:e~t, h~.'may, ilig~ 'c1is~~~tioH 'idisp(?!l~e. :"'i~1l. :~h~: ~l}~~q~iirig 
of a, coroner's Jury and conduct the mquest himself and l'!)ndel' avel'c1wt thel'em m the 
'sa;me manner as. a cormier'sjUl~':\Vould do jor Jie shall Issue a'lJrecerit to the sli~i'iJ'f o~ 'aiW 
constableforthwith th sUnimona: Judr or6 g.odd IDid laMul ulen' bf 'tlie C011ntY to appellJ-' 
befor~' him at tll€itime :lLlld'place'speCifiediD. 'the precept, wllichpi'ecept 'shall be,; in sub-
stance as follows': ,," ":. ii':' "'''.:'''' I.i·· """" •.. ". ,'"'.' "."" ii' 

'.P~E STATE O;w WISOON;SIN, to tP,~ ~4e~'i£i or; at;Ly ~q~~tabl~ o~ 1 tAe' c~}{nty '9£ .• " .: i"! 

, . you. are he'reby requirll.d imm~~liltelyto, sum,wpn ,6. gopd a.nd.lln~ful: 1,n~)1 o~, ~hecounty 
of , . ,., to appea;rforthwltp, b~fol'e me at, ., ,. " . .1ll. the tR}"\,11 of " > ; ,to Inmtl,l'll,l19w ,an~l 
by what meallS, the persqn,known as ... , .... ,,,~.am~. to hill, death. !,. :,. ,". ,iI 

Giyen under,my handthis ,"" • ,Clay ot ... ,.; 19.... : i I • 

. , ,." ". ,i i , .' "':.'.; .. ·.:,',bpr.~nel1., 
HIstory I 19550.660:. . ,. ,':i .,1"" 'i,. 

966.03 .. Offl.cers' return. Every office~ to whom such prece~t ~h~il be dil'ected,and 
delivered shall forthwith execute the same and make return of the.,pl:ecept,: :with his ,pro-
c~edingsthereonl to the justice wh9 i~~,ll~4, th!) S~mll:" ,,: ""i; " ,,,;' "'i"" I 

HistorYI 1955 o. 660. .,' .. 
" >/,1;", I ll' I I \' II;)!'! JII! 

966.04 His neglect; nonappearance of juror. If 'any officer .shall refuse 1;>11 neglect 
to execute such prec~pt ql'to re.tlu'll the ,same aSaf?l:~~~dh~ shal~ ;~91i'~lt ~1,ld\ pay .th~i sum 
of $5, and every persoll summop,ed as a,Ju1'or. as a~Ol:esl\ld,whoshall failt,o I,lppei\l' Wltho~lt 
having a reasonable excuse, shall foHeit 'andp'a.Y a' Sllm not'exceeq~#g'$5.., . . I ,', ' • 

History: 1955 o. 660. ..' ~. .' .. .. , 

966.05 Other jurors; oath. If 6 jurors shall not appear at the time and place ap­
pointed the coroner may require the officer to summon such number of jurors as shall 
make up the number 6, and when the requisite number so summoned shall a.ppear the 
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coroner shall administer to them an oath or affirmation in substance as follows; viz;: 'You 
do solemnly swear that you will diligently inquire in behalf of this state when, and in what 
manner and by what means the persoll known as .... . ... who is now dead came to his 
death; that you will return a true inquest thereon according to YOllr kriowledge and such 
evidence as shall be laid before you. 

Hist01'y,: 1955 c. 660 . 

. 966.06 Witnesses; physician's fees. The .coroner may issue subpoenas for wit­
nesses, returnable forthwith or at such .time and place as he shall therein direct and the 
. attendance of the persons so served with su.ch subpoenas may be compelled in the manner 
pro.vided in s. 325.12; and it shall .be lawful for. the coronel' taking . such inquest, in all 
such cases, to require by subpoena the attenda~lCe of one. 01' more expert ,vitnesses" come 
petent physicians or surgeons for the purpose of making an examination of the body and 
of testifying as to the result of the same. Such expert witnesses, physicians and surgeons 
so,subpoenaed shall receive fees as expert witnesses the reasonable amount of· which ·shall be 
determined. by. the district attorney and the coronel; but shall not be less than $5· for each 

. examination. f I 

, History: 19550. 660. 

'966.07. Witness' oath. An oatli or affirmation to the following effect shaJl be ad­
ministered to each witness by the coroner: You do solemnly' s-lyear that the evidence you 
shall give to this inquestconceriling the death of the person known as ......... shall pe 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the ,truth. . . 

'Hist01'Y: 1955 c. 660. . , . 

966.08 Evidence to be written; ste'nographer. In all cases the te~timony of ,aU'wit­
nesses examined before the inquest shall be reduced to writing by the coroner, 01' some 
o,ther person by his direction, and subschbed by the ,vitnesses. Any officel' authorized to 
take inquests may employ a stenographer to take and transcribe the testimony of all 
witnesses examined at any inquest held by him .. Such stenographer shaU }e~eive 15 cents 
per folio for aJl the testimony taken and transcribed by hiinJplus 7Y:J cents pet folio for 
each copy thereof; his account therefor, after bei:r;tg audited by the pI'oper county board, 
shall be paid by the county treasurer. i • • 

History: 1951 c. 716; 1955 c. 660 . 

. 966.0.9 . Verdict. The jury, after hearing. the testimony of the mtnesses and making 
all needful inquiljes, shall draw up and deliver to the corOnel' their inquisition under their 
hands, in which they shaJl find· and certify when, and in what manner and, by what means 
the deceased came to his death, and his name, if known; and if it shall appeal' that he 
came to his death by uulawfulmeans the jurors shall fmther state who 'was guilty, either 
as principal or accessory or were in any manner the cause of his death, ,if known. 

History: 1955 o. 660. 

966.10 Form of. Such inquisition may be in substance in the following form: 
An inquisition taken at .... , in the county of .... , on the ..•. day 6£ .... , 19.:, 

before ••.• • ••. / the coronel' of s~id cOlmty, as to the ca,us~ of the deqth of the person 
known as . • .• . .•. '(or a person lmknown), there dead, by the jlU'Ol;S whose. nallles 8,l:e 
hereunto subscribed, ""Tho being dulys'Yorn to inquire on behalf of this state,wheJ;l,inwh~t 
manner and by what means the said . ':.. "'.' (or person unknown) . came to his del\:t4, 
upon theil' oaths do say (here insert when, i~ what mannei' all;c1 by what. means, persOns, 
weapons or instrunlents he was killed or Game to his death). .' , 

In testimony whereof, the said coronel' and the jurors ·of this incluest have hereunto set 
their hands the day and year aforesaid. 

History: 1955 c. 660. . 

966.11 Witnesses to be bound. If the coroner fi~ds tha,t any lll)lrder, lllansla~ghter, 
honri(3ide by reckless conduct or battery has 'been conimittecl. upon the deceased, the .~I"­
oner shall bind over, by recognizance, such witnesses as he thinks necesSary to appear 
and testify at the nextcolU't to be held in the same county at which an indictment for sl,Hlh 
offense may be found or an info1'n;tation filed; and he shall also retlU'll to' . the saJPe cpurt 
the requisition, written evidence and all recognizances and examinations by him taKen;- and 
may commit to the jail of the county any witness who refuses to recognize in such manner 
as he directs. . . 

History: 1955c. 660; 1955 C. 696 s. 336; 1957 c. 128. 

966.12 . Warrant for person cha~ged. If any person charged by theinquesi with 
having cOllllllitted any such offense 'shall not be in custody the coroner shall issue a wai',~ 
rant for his apprehension, and such warrailt shall he made rett1l'llaJ)le befOl:e any6ther 
magistrate or court having cognizance of the case, wlio shall proceed 'thereon in thilman-
ner that is required of magistrates in like cases. ' 

HistOI'Y: 1955 c. 660. 
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,966.121 Autopsies. The coroner shall have the authority to conduct an autopsy 01' 
order th~ conducting' of an autopsy upon the body of a dead person any place within the 
state and to, disinter the body if necessary in cases where a coroner's inquest might be had 
as provided in s. 966.01 notwithstanding that no such inquest is ordered or had. 

History: 1955 c. 660; 1957 c. 128. 

966.13 Burial of body. When any coronel' shall take an inquest as to the cause of 
death of a stl'anger 01', being called for that purpose, shall not think it necessary that an 
inquest should betaken, he shall cause the body to be decently buried or cremated; and the 
said coroner shall certify to all the charges inCUlTed in taking any inquest by him and 
to the expenses of blU'ial or cremation of such dead body; and the same shall be a,udited 
,by the county boaJ.·d of the proper county and paid out of the county treasury. 

, His'tory: 1955 C. 660. 

966.14 Compensation of officers; witness fees. The sole compensation of the cor­
onerand deputy coroners for taking inquest 01' making' an investigation to determine the 
necessity to take inquest shall be $16 for each day and $8 for each half day actually and 
necessarily required for the purpose, and 10 cents for each mile actually and necessM'ily 
traveled in performing such duty; provided, that any coroner 01' deputy .coronel' may be 
paid an annual salary and allowance for tra,veling expenses to be established by the 
county board plU'suant to s. 59.15 which shall be' in lieu of any and all fees,peil' diem, COlll­
pensation for services rendered. The compensation of constables and witnesses at such in­
quest shall be the same as is allowed for like services in justice court, and th(cl compensa­
tion of jlU'ors shall be the same as that provided for jurors under s. 255.25. 

'History: 1958 c. 61; 1955 c. 96, 660. ' 

96'6.~5 ,Inquests; 90urities over 500,000. In each and every county whose inhabi­
tants exceeq.innumbfir 500,000 all the duties mentioned,in the foregoing sections of this 
chapter f;lhall be M:d'ormed by the medical examiner appointed pursuant to s. 59.34 (1), 
who is h!lreby invested with the exclusive jurisdiction and powel' to take inquests therein, 
and in caEie, of tb,e it1ability of the medical examiner to attend to such duties the medical 
examinel' m'I1Y deputize one of his assistants to conduct the inquest. 

History: 1955 c. 660. 

966.16 Coroner; medical examiner, assistants; salaries'; fees; report. ' Such coroner, 
medical examiner and medical examiner's assistants authorized by the county board shall 
he' paid semimonthly out of the county treasury of the proper county, for the perform­
ance of all their official duties and in lieu of all other compensation salaj:ies to be fixed by 
the coUnty board of such county. Such coroner, medical exanlinel', and medical examiner's 
assistllnts shall collect for all services which he or they may perform (except in cases 
where such county is solely liable therefor) all sueh fees as corOllers are by law entitled 
to re,ceive, and shal~ keep accurate books of accOlmt, in which shall be entered from day to 
day, the items of services rendered, the titles of the proceedings in which and, the names 
of the pm'sol1s for whom rendered, and the fees charged alid re~eived, and shall, at t):18 end 
of every 3 months, render to the county boa~d of such county anci,tothe county treasurer 
,an accurate rellort or statement verified by'his oath, of all fees' and income ,collected by 
thefu 01' for them during' such 3 months and also of all the expenses of the .coroner's office 
durirlg the sam~ time; and at the same time they shall pay to the treasw:er of, such county 
all such fees and incomes of every kind, collected by the~ or any of them, or Which they 
were entitled by law to charge 01' receive, not theretofore paid to the said treasurer. 

HistOl'Y: 1955 c. 660. ' 

966.17 Office and records. It shall be the duty of the county bOM'cl of such county 
to provi!ie for the use of such coroner and for the medical examin.er suitaJ~leoffices at the 
county seat of the county, and it shall be the duty of such medical examiner to keep in his 
said office pl;oper books containing records of all inquests by him held}, setting forth the 
tinle and place of holding such inquests MId the, names of the jurors serving thereon to-
gethCl;'with a brief statement of the proceedings thereof. ' 

History: 195,5 c. 660. 

966.18 Coroner's and medical examiner's bonds. Before entering ilpon the duties 
of ills office the coronel' and the medical examiner of such county shall each deliver to the 
county clerk thereof a bond, subscribed by 2 or more sufficient sureties, in such penal sum 
as, the county board may determine, conditioned for the faithful performance of all his 
official duties as set forth in this chapter and that he ~vill faithfully account for and pay 
to the treasurer of said county all moneys which may-come, to his hands belonging, to said 
c<ninty, and which by virtue of this chapter he is required,to account f01' and pay as afore-
said. ' . .' . 

HistOl'Y: 1955 c. 660. 
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966.19 Cremation of corpse regulated. (1) The body of a deceased person shall 
not be cremated within 48 hours after its decease unless death was caused by a con­
tagious or infectious disease, and, if the death occurred within the state, the body shall 
not be received 01' cremated by any person, firm, copartnership 01' corporation not 
authorized by the state board of health to cremate the bodies of the dead until its officers 
have received the certificate of burial p~rmit required by law before burial, and a cer­
tificate from the coronel' of the county, where said person died, and if such person died 
without the state, then f~:om the coroner of the county where said body is to be «remated, 
that he has viewed' the body and made personal inquiry into the cause and' manner of 
death and is of the opinion that no further· eXl:jmination or judicial inquiry concerning 
the same is necessary. The heirs or next of kin shall ag-ree with the funeral director 
as to the final disposition of the cremated remains before such burial permit is issued. 
The method of such disposition shall be noted on the death certificate and no change in 
the disposition of such remains shall be permitted. Such disposition shall be consummated 
within 60 days from time of such notation on the death certificate. The cremated re­
mains or ashes shall not be deposited in the cemetery without due notification and per-
mission of the cemetery authorities: . 

(2) It shall be the duty of the respective coroners of this state, in any (jase where.the. 
body is to be cremated,. to make a cal'eful personal inquiry· into the cause and manner 
of death, anp' conduct an autppsy or order the conducting of an autopsy, if in theil- opinion ~ 
it is necessaey to determine the cause and manner of death, and thereupon certify that no: 
further examination 01' judicial inquiry concerning the same is necessary, if so satisfied, 
otherwise, or in the event of doubt to proceed as otherwise provided by law. 

(3) The coroner shall receive a fee of $10, to be paid out of the colmty treasury, for 
each body so viewed or inquiry made, unless an annual salary has been esta.blishedby the.' 
county bOaJ:d pursuant to s. 966.14.. . .. 

(4) Whoever shall accept, receive or take any body of a deceased person with intent to 
destroy the same by means of cremation, or who shall cremate or aid and assist in the cre­
mation of any body of a deceased person without having presented such cO~'oner's certifi­
cate heretofore provided for shall be deemed g11ilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction, 
shall be fined not less than $500 nor more than $1,000, 01' be imprisoned not less than 
6 months nor mote than one year. ' 

(5) In counties having a population of 500,000 or more an the powers and duties • 
granted to or imposed upon the coroner or his deputy in this section are vested in: the 
medical examiner created by s. 59.34 (1), except tha.t said medical examiner shall not.be 
entitled to the fees provided by. sub. (3) of this section. 

History: 1955 c. 660. 

966.20 ,Reporting deaths required; penalty; taking specimens by coroner. (1) All 
physicians,'authorities of hospitals, sanatoriums, institutions (public and private), con~ , 
valescent home,!, authorities of any institution of a like nature, and other persons' having . 
kncnvledg'e of the death of' any person who . shall have died under any of the following 
circ.ilmstances listed below, shaH imlhediately report such. death to the sheriff, police chief, 
01' coroner of the county whel'8in such death took place: 

(a) All deaths in which there are unexplained, unusual orsuspiciollscircumstitnces. 
(b) All homicides. , 
(c) All suicides. ' 
(c1) All deaths following an abortion. . 
(e) All dea.thsdue to .poisoning', whether homicidal, suicidal or accidental. ' 
(f) All deaths following accid,ents, whether the injury is 01' is not the primarycanse 

of death. . 
(g) When theiejs no physician in attendance. 
(h) When aphysicilln.refuses to sign the death certificate. 
(2) Any person who-shall violate tIns section shall be punished by a fine of not less 

than $5, nor more than $200, 01' by imprisonment not less than 30 days nor mote thah.3 
months. 

(3) In all cases of dea.th report~ble lmd~r sub. (1) wh~re an autopsy is not Performed, 
th~ coroner shall have the. a.lltho~'l1;y t? trur~ for anal!sll'! a~lY and. all specimens, body 
fhnds and any· other. matel'la~ which. wIll aS~lst the coroner ill l~al'lllng. aiId determining: _ 
the cause of death. The speCImens, body' fhuds and other materIal taken by the coroher 
under this subSection. shall not be admissible in ~vidence in any civil action against the de- . 
ceased or his estate, as the result of any act of the deceased. ' -

HistolOYl 1955 c. 660; .1957 c. 128. 

966.21 Fees for~orgue servi~es. In counties having a population of 500,0000l' 
more, there shall be a $2 per day fee for the retention of a bod}' at the morgue after. th~ 
third day, but suoh charge shall :not apply to indigents. .. '" 

History: 1955 c. 660. 




