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142.01 Public patients. (1) A person having a legal settlement in any county in 
this state or a state dependent under s. 49.04 who is erippled or ailing and whose condi­
tion can probably be remedied or advantageously treated, if he or the pel'Son liable fO'l' 
his support is financially unable to provide proper treatment, may be treated at the Wis­
consin general hospital at Madison 01' in such other hospital or relmbilitation camp as 
the county judge directs, except that when the person to· be treated, 01' his guardian if he 
be lUlder guardianship, selects tha.t such treatment be at the Wisconsin general hospital 
or rehabilitation camp, the hospital or rehabilitation camp of his selection shall be the 
place of treatme.nt. The' right of snch se.leetion shall not exist in counties having a popu-
lation of 500,000 or more. . 

(2) Before a child under twenty-one years of age requiring orthopedic 01' plastic 
surgery 01' care is treated at the Wisconsin orthopedic hospital for children, application 
for approval for admission to the hospital shall first be submitted to the bureau for 
handicapped children of the state department of public instruction. 

(3) A person who is. a· recipient of categorical aids twder ch. 49 may be committed 
to the Wisconsin general hosptial by the cotwty judge, and such costs as may accrue 
thereby shall he shared as provided in s. 142.08. 

142.02 Applica.tion. When the case of such person comes to the notice of a sheriff, 
county supe.rvisor, town clerk, health officer, health mU'se, poor commissioner, policeman, 
physician or surgeon, or any public official, he shall and any teacher, priest 01' minister 
may, file with the county judge of the county wherein such afflicted person has a. legal set­
tlement, 01' if he has no legal settlement, then with the: county judgel of the county where 
he resides or is found, an application for sueh treatment at such hospital. 

142.03 Investigation. (1) The application shall contain a full statement of the 
financial situation of the person and a general statement of his physical condition, and 
shall be verified. The county judge, 01' any person he. designates, shall make investigation 
ancl the supervisor for the. town, village or ward of the legal settlement 01' if none, the 
residence of the person, or where found, shall supply to the county judge, on request, all 
matel'ial information within his knowledge and no compensation 01' expense shall be paid 
or allowed by the county to any supervisor supplying such material information. 'When­
ever an application is submitted to a county judge for hospitalization of a crippled child 
under s. 142.02, the judge shall submit a request fOl' approval on blanks, supplied for the 
purpose, to the bureau for handicapped children of the state department of public in­
struction. The bureau for handicapped children shall report its approval of the request 
to the county judg'e and to the 'Wisconsin general hospital. It shall also send notice to 
the county judge as to when the hospital can admit the child. 

(2) The judge, if satisfied that the required facts exist, shall appoint a physician per­
sonally to examine the person .. The physic~an shall .make a verified report in writing, 
within such time as the county Judge shall dIrect, settmg forth the nature and history of 
the case, and such other info~'~ation as will be likely to aid in its treat?lent, and giving 
his opinion whether the condItIon of the person can probably be remedIed, or should be 
treated at a hospital, and whether the pel'son can receive adequate treatment in the 
county: at home or in a hospital, and any infol11lation within the knowledge of the physi­
cian relative to his financial situation. The physician shall be paid by the county, $5, and 
actual and necessary expenses. In the case of a crippled person for whom recommenda­
tion has been made for hospital treatment, by a recognized orthopedic surgeon, such 
recommendation may be accepted by the county judge as a reason for commitment of the 
crippled person to the designated or selected hospital. 

(3) (a) Adequate treatment for a crippled person means that treatment which is 
given in a hospital which maintains a resident or visiting surgeon who devotes full time 
to the practice of orthopedic surgery, and the operative treatment given crippled persons 
in such hospital shall be performed by an orthopedic surgeon. 
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(b) A crippled person for the purpose of this chapter means one who has some physi­
cal defect such as affections of the joints, affections of the bones, disturbances of the neuro­
muscular mechanism, congenital deformities, static and other acquired deformities, that 
may be corrected or improved by orthopedic surgery or other special surgical and medical 
care. 

(c) In the case of a crippled person uncleI' twenty-one years of age who has been com­
mitted to any hospital for treatment, such hospital on discharg'e of the patient shall make 
a report to the crippled ehildren division of the state department of public instruction, 
stating the name, age and address of the child, name of his father or guardian, description 
of his disability, treatment given, recommendation for after-carc, and such other informa­
tion as said department may require. 

(4) The faculty of the medical school of the university shall prepare blanks for ex­
mnining physicians. Such blanks shall be printed by the university, and mailed to each 
county judge upon request. Physicians shall report in duplicate on said blanks, and if 
the application is granted one copy shall be sent to t.he hospital. 

142.04 Findings and order. If the county judge is satisfied that the required facts 
cxist and that the person should be treated at the Wisconsin general hospital, 01' if the 
person to be treated, 01' his gnardian if he is under guardianship, selects said hospital as 
the place of treatment, he shall so find and enter an order so directing' except as provided 
in s. 142.01 (2). If he find the required facts and that the person can receive adequatc 
treatment at home or in a hospital, at the same or less expense to the county, and the per­
son to be treated doe~ not make the selection aforesaid, he shall cnter an order directing 
such treatment, the place thereof, and thc physician 01' physicians. If the county judg'e 
is not so satisfied, he may make further investigation. If the county judge does not find 
the required facts, he shall enter an order denying the application. If the county judg'e 
denies the application of a child under 21 years, applying for care at the 'Wisconsin gen­
eral hospital, he shall report his finding'S to the bureau for handicapped children of the 
~tate department of public instruetion. Upon granting the application, he shall ascertain 
from the superintendent of the hospital whether the person can be received as a patient, 
and if he can the county jmlge shall certify his ordcr to the hospital and to the county 
clerk and in addition, if a state dependent, to the state department of puhlic welfare. The 
procedure for admission of children uncleI' 21 years into the hospital is governed by s. 
142.03 (1). No county which has not been charged under the quota by January 1, 1960 
shall be eharg'ed for any Cfil'e provided under this section from 1952 to 1959 in excess of 
the quota. 

142.05 Conveyance to hospital. (1) If the patient is unable to l)ear his expense to 
the place of treatment, and the county judge shall so order, the county treasurer shall ad­
vance to the patient the necessary transportation and expenses out of the county treasury. 
Likewise, upon the patient's discharge from the place of treatment, the county judge may 
order transportation and expenses for the patient's return to his residence. If the pa­
tient is una.ble to travel alone to the place of treatment, the county judge may appoint a 
suitable person to accompany him, and such person shall receive actual and necessary ex­
penses, and, if not a salaried officer, a pel' diem of $3 per day going and retul'lling'; and 
the same shall be paid by the county. 

(2) If at the time of commitment the county judge is satisfied that the patient is 
unable to bear the expense of returning to his residence or that he will not be able to 
return alone, he may authorize the hospital to pay such transportation and expense and 
may appoint a suitable person to aceompany the patient and authorize the hospital to pay 
the actual and necessary expenses of such person and the per diem provided for in sub­
section (1). Any hospital making such payments shall be reimbursed by the. county. 

(3) In the case of physically handicapped children to be admitted and transported to 
the Wisconsin orthopedic hospital for children or any other hospital the county judge 
may apply for aid to the bureau for handicapped children, state department of public in­
struction, for cost of transportation not to exceed railroad or bus fare and necessary taxi 
01' ambulance service for such patients, and any necessary attendant, if the parents or 
guardians are flnancially unable to pay such costs. If approval is granted by the bureau 
fOl' handicapped children, state department of public instruction, reimbursement will be 
made to the county for funds so expended. 

(4) Payments 01' reimbursement made by. tlle county for any expense nnder this sec­
tion for state dependents shall be deemed relIef and recovt'mhle by the county from tIle 
state by filing' claim with the state department of public welfare aml paid as pJ'ovic1ed ill 
s. 49.04. 

142.06 Discharge of patients. When the superintendent of the hospital or the 
attending ph~'sicif1n is of the opiniO)l that a COl1nty or state dependent patient is em'ed, 
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or no 10ngel: need~ treatment, 01' cann?t benefit thereby, ~.e shall clischal'g~the patient. 
The county Judge III case of treatment III the county may cuscharge the patient whenevel' 
he is satisfied as to said facts. If the patient is unable to travel a]o11e, !lnd provision there­
for has not been made under s. 142.05, the superintendent or physiciail shall notify the 
county judge who shall appoint some suitable person to bring' the patient back. Such pet­
son shall receive expenses and compensation as provided in s. 142.05, 

142.07 Hospital charges. (1) HATES. The Wisconsin general hospital shall treat 
patients so admitted at rates computed in the following mHlmer: 

(a) Room mte; pl'i-vate patients. The supel'intenclent. shall est~blish wi~h the approval 
of the board of regents a schedule of room rates for prlYute patJents wInch lllay be ad" 
justed by the superintendent with the approval of the board of regents to meet chaiiges 111 
the cost of operation. As used in this section "room rates" includes the charges for meals 
and for ordinary nursing care. 

(b) Room mtes; imbUe patients. The board of regents shall establish, with the ap­
proval of the board on government operations, a schedule of room rates for public 
patients. 

(c) .i1neillCt1'y se'l'vices. All services providecl except those covered by the rooili tate 
shall be charged for in accordance with a schedule established tHid mfiintnil1ed for l'nibHo 
inspection by the Wisconsin g'encral hospital. ~ ,~~ . . ~ 

(d) Public patients, ceiling. The amonnt chal'gec1 hack to cbltniles fOi' i)t11:ilic patieJib 
under pars. (b) and (c) shall not exceed one-half the nverag'e dally cost of care for the 
prior fiscal year. The adjustment of the charges shall be made Septemher 1. 

(2) ApPLICATION OF OHARGES, (a) Payments made by patients shall he credited to 
their account. A patient may be admitted to the Wisconsin g'eneral hospital without cer­
tificate, but the cost of his care shall not be a joint charge against the state and county 
wherein he has a, legal settlement or residence or was found, except when suell patient is 
admitted in an emergency pending action of the county judge. If the county juage g'l'ants 
the application, the charge against the state and such county shall date from his admis­
sion. An emerg'ency shall include cases where, by reason of unforeseen physical concli­
tions, a patient is detained in the hospital longer than anticipated and is thereby finun­
cially unable to bear the expense of treatment. 

(b) If the parent or guardian of a patient at the hospital is able to pay the cost of 
hospitalization, he may be admitted without certificate, but the cost of his care shall not be 
a joint charge against the state and COlUlty wherein he has a legal settlement or residence 
01' was found. In an emerg'ency a patient may be admitted to the hospital without a cer­
tificate pending action by the county judge and of the: bureau for handicapped children 
of the state department of public instruction. When the county judge certifies the applica­
tion which has been approved by the bureau for handicapped children, the charge againRt 
the state and the county shall date from his admission. For the purpose of this paragraph, 
an emergency case: is one in which the physician in charge of the child believes that a 
delay in treatment is contrary to the best interests of the child. When it is not possible to 
obtain a report from the physician in charge of the child, an emergency may be deter­
mined by the physieian in charge of admissions at the hospital. 

(3) INDIAN OHILDREN. Indian children whose hospital care is to he paid f1'Om funds 
gTanted the office of Indian affairs, United States department of interior, ,shall be ad­
mitted to the: Wisconsin general hospital at the same rates as are charged for children hos­
pitalized through application to the county judge. The procedure for admission of such 
Indian children shall be identical to the procedure for children admitted to the hospital 
upon application to the county judge. 

(4) CHARGES MADE TO PUBLIC PATIENTS. No compensation shall be charged ao'arnst or 
l'eceived from any public patient by any officer of or person employed by the"'llOspital 
other than the compensation provided by the board of regents of the university. 

142.08 Reports; payment of charges. (1) The net cost of caring' for a patient 
certified, to the Wisconsin general hospital shall be paid one-half by the state and one­
half by the county of his legal settlement or of which he is a county-at-Iarge charge as 
J)l'ovided by sub (4). The cost of caring for a state dependent patient shall be borne 
"'holly by the state. 

(1m) One-half of the net cost of caring for a. patient certified to the hospital shall be 
paid by the state and one-half by the county of his legal settlement or of which he is a 
conllty~at-Ia.rge charge. 'fhe cost of caring for a state dependent person shall be horne 
wholly by the state. At the time that the application for admittance of a pa.tient to tlw 
hOKpital is submitted to the bureau fO.r handicapped children, the county judge shall in­
clude a statement I'eg'flrding the finanCIal status of the parents 01' guardian and an agl'ee­
lJlellt signed by the parents 01' g'nal'dian as to the amount of money which the parents or 
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g'uardian will contribute toward the child's care ill the hospital. All money so collc(,1f!l\~ 
by the county jndge 01' the hospital from parents or guardians shall be t.ransmitted to i:~'e' 
hUteau £61' hallt1Jcapped children of the state department of public instruction other than 
a state dependent, to he deposited in the general fnn£1. One-half of the amount received 
for each 'patient admitted tlll'Oligh ee11iilcation of the county judge for care at the hos­
pital, shall be Cl'ec1ited to the county on the HCCOUllt of each such patient and the entixe 
amOtiilt l'ecei,ied for a ~tate dependent shall be paid And credited to the state. Financial 
arrangenlel1ts fOi' hospital care 6f children admitted by the county judge shall be made 
with parents 01' gtUli'dians of such chllc11'erl only by the county judge, or by an agent des­
ignated by him, or by the j)lU'eau for handicapped children of the state department of 
public instruction, with the knowleclge of the county Judge. 

(2) 'rhe hoal'd of regents of the university 8hall file a verified monthly report with the 
department of adin1tii8tl'atiOilI (jontAining' an itemized statement of the account against 
each such patient, naming' t.he cblwty in which he has legal settlement or of which he is 
a county-at-Iarge charge, or if he is a. state (lependent, a statement of that fact. The de­
partment of administration shall audit the same ilnd issue a credit to the appropriation 
made by s. 20.830 (61) for the: pI'Opel' amolUlt. 

(a) On 01' ))efore October fhst in each Y€!IU' the boal·a of regents shall file wHh the de­
i)ai;tineilt of adiIlilli~tl'!\tion a statement setting forth in detail the account of each certi­
fied j:Hitieilt (hn~ng' the flsmtl year ended on June thirtieth next preceding. 

(4) Tlw t1efHi.l'til1el1t of ac1minlshation sh~ll certify to eael! county one-half tIle amO!ll1t 
i)aic1 by the st~te for each stich ,c1erenc1ent cl111d patient from.that county ~xccpt state de­
pendeilts certified to the hOSl)]ta, less half the amount wInch has prevlOusly been de­
posited in the general fi11lc1 by the burean for handicapped children of the state depart. 
ll1ent of public instruction, fl'om amounts received for the care of such children other than 
state dependents in such hospital; and one-half the amount paid by the state f01' each 
patient e.xcept state, c1epcm1ents certified to the hospital, theso amounts to be levied and 
collected with the general state tuxes. The amount to be certified and levied shall be certL­
fled and levied according' to this subseetion. In no event shall the amount charged hack 
to COtlllties £01' Care of public patients at the ,Visconsin general hospital exceed one-half 
of the average daily cost of care for the prior fiscal year. The adjustment of t.he charg'es 
f,hall he made September 1. In addition one-half of the average daily cost of maintenance 
of public outpatients in outpatient housing facilities for the prior fiscal yeaI' shall be 
charg'ed back to the counties in the same manner as care is charged back. 

(5) The gxpense of treatment of patients in other hospitals under this chapter shall 
be paid by thg county treasurer upon certificate of the county judge, who shall be satisfied 
as to the COi'J'ectness and r€l!lSonableness thereof. 

(6) All co-operative arrangements regarding the hospitalization of children admitted 
to Wisconsin orthopedic hospital fOi' children which aJ.'e carried on by the Wisconsin 
orthopedic hospital for children and the btll'ean for handicapped children, state depart­
ment of pnblic instruction, shall be caniecl 011 pursuant to a written agreement made 
between the hospital and the bureau. 

142.09 Soldiers prefel'l'Eid p9..tients. In admitting pa tiel1ts to the hospital, prefer­
ence shall be given to honorably discharged veterans of any of the wars of the United 
States 01' who is otherwise eligible for benefits from the department of veterans' affairs. 
Preference is hereby defined to mean that whenever the superintendent of the hospital 
is notified that the applicant is such a veterall, such veteran shall be the next person so 
admitted to the hospital, except in case of an emel'gency. 

142.10 War veteran's privileges. Any honorably cllsehm:ged veteran of any war 
of the United States 01' who is otherwise elig'ible fo1' benefits [l'om the department of 
veterans' affairs shall be pel1nitted to enter the 'Wisconsin general hospItaJ and obtain all 
care including professional service at one-half the average daily cost of care for the prior 
fiscal year permitted under s. 142.07 (1) (a.) or (b) and (c). The adjustment of the 
charges shaH be made September 1. A veteran who does not cany any hospita1jzation 
insurance shall be admitted at one-half the average daily cost of care for the prior .fiscal 
year permitted under s. 142.07 (1) (a) or (b) and (c). The adjustment of the charges 
shall be made September 1. A veteran who has partial hospital insurance coverage shall 
not he charg'ed any sum in excess of the insurance proceeds except that if such proceeds 
do not equal one-half of the total costs permitted under s. 142.07 (1) (a) 01' (b) and (c), 
the veteran shall pay the balance. Such veteran must have been a. resident of this state 
for not less than 5 years next immediately preceding' his application fOl' admittance. If 
such vetel'all elects to be admitted to said hOBpital as H. private patient he shall in adc1itioll 
10 the above charges he liable for hi~ own pl'Ofessional fee. '1'11e chang'es made by this 
amendment (1959) shaH not affect the Chal'g'8s pnyable by any such veteran who is h08-
pit!llized in the Wisconsin I?'enel'al hospital on :r~P~)fll'Y 1, 1960. 




