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TITLE XLIV. 

Vehic1e Code. 

CHAPTER 340. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

340.01 VVords and phrases defined. 

340.01 Words and phrases defined: In chs. 340 to 349, the· following words and 
, phrases. have the designatea meanings unless a different"meaning is exprc:ssly provided 
Ol~ . the context clearly indic!j,tes a different mel:lning: .. . , 

(1) "AdveI'seweatherlamp" means a lamp specially designed to proyide.road illumi­
nation under conditions of rain, snow, dust or fog. 

(2) "Alley" means every highway within the corporate limits of a city or vUlage 
primarily intended to provide access to the real' of property fronting upon another high-

. waya,nd not for the useof through traffic. . . . 
(3) " Authorized emergency vehicle" mews Imy of the following: . 
(a) Police vehicles, whether publicly or privately .owned; 
(b) Conservation wardens' vehicles or foresters' trucks, whether publicly or privately 

owned; ,. . . . 
. (cJ Vehicles of Ii, fire department or'firepatrol; i'" .. 

(d ) Privately owned motor vehicles being used by deputy state fire marshals or by 
personnel of a. full-time 01' pa:rt-time fire department or by members of a volunteer fire 

, departinent while enroute to a fire or on an emergency call pursuant to orders of thejr 
chief or other commanding officer;' . . ':' . '. 

(e) Such emergency vehicles .<;>f municipal or countydepartinentsol' p-rtblic'service 
corp(>l'Iltions .aSare desig'natedor authoi'ized by the local authorities to be'imt1i6ii.zed 
emergency vehicles; : . .' ..... '. • . ,... . . . . ' 
, (f) Such emergimcy vehicles of state departments as are designated or authorized by 
th@ heads of such departments to be authOl'ized emergency vehicles; , 

(g) Such ambulances, publicly owned, as are designated or authorized by local 
authorities to be authorized emergency vehicles. 

(h) The county board of supervisors of any county can authorize the county coroners 
to use an emergency vehicle for the purpose of traveling en route to the scene of a fatal 
accident or a death and on such other occasions as are authorized pursuant to pal'. (e). 

(i) Such ambulances which are privately owned and are operated by owners or their 
agents and which vehicles are authorized by the sheriff or others designated by the county 
board to be operated as emergency vehicles. The sheriff or others designated by the 
county board may make such authorization which shall be in writing and which shall be 
effective throughout the state until rescinded. The sheriff or others designated by the 
county board may designate any owner of ambulances usually kept in the county to 
operate such vehicles as authorized emergency vehicles. Such written authorization shall 
at all times be carried on each ambulance used for emergency purposes. The -sheriff shall 
keep a file of such authorizations in his office for public inspection, and all other persons 
permitted to issue authorizations shall file a copy of all authorizations issued with the 
sheriff who shall keep them on file. 

(4) "Automobile" means a motor vehicle ,vith a shipping weight of more than 1,000 
pounds and designed primali.ly for the purpose of transporting persons rather than 
property but which does not have a passenger-carrying capacity sufficiently lar~e to bring 
it within the definition of motor bus. 

(5) "Bicycle" means every device propelled by the feet acting upon pedals and having 
wheels any 2 of which are more than 20 inches in diameter. 

(6) "Business district" means the territory contiguous to a highway when 50 per cent 
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or more of. the frontage thereon for a 'distance of 300 feet or.more is oQcupiedhybuildings 
in use for business. '. , , . 

(7) "Clearance lamps" means lamps on the left and rig'ht sides of the front and rear 
of a vehicle which show to the front and rear to mal'k the extreme sides of the yehicle. 

(8) "Commissioner" means the motor vehicle commissioner of this state .. 
(9) "Connecting street" has the meaning designated in s. 84.02 (11). 

, (10) "Crosswalk" means either of the following, except where signs have b~en erected 
by local authorities indicating no crossing': . . ..... . 

(a) IYlal'ked crosswalk. Any portion of a highway clearly indicated for pedesh'ian 
crdssing by lines or other markings on the surface; or . , .' . . 

(b ) Unmarked C1·osswallc. In the absence of lines 0;1.' markings; that part of a roadway 
at an intersection, which is included within the transverse lines which would be formed 

, on such roa'dway by connecting the corresponding1aterallines of the sidewalks' on opposite 
sides of such roadway or, in the absence of a corresponding sidewalk on one side of the 
roadway, that pm:t of such roadway which is included within the extension of the lateral 
lines of the existing sidewalk across such roadway at right angles to the centerline thereof, 
except in no case does an unmarked crosswalk include any part of the intersection and in 
no .case is there an unmarked crosswalk. across a street .at an intersection of such street 
with an aUey. . . 

(11) "Dealer" means a person who, for a commission or other thing. of .value,sells, 
exchanges, buys 01' rents, or offers or attempts to negotiate a sale or exchang'e of an 
interest in motor vehicles, mobile homes, trailers or semitrailers, or who is engaged,vholly 
or in part in the business of selling motor vehicles, mobile homes, trailers or semitrailers, 
whether or not such vehicles a~'e owned by him, but not including: . . 

. (a). A receiver, trustee, administrator, executor, guardian or other person appointed 
by or acting under the judgment or order of any court; or' . . . 

(b) A public officer while performing his official duty; or 
(c) An employee of a person enumerated in pars. (a) or (b); or 
(d) A finance company licensed under s. 115.0901' 218.01 who sells or offers for sale 

motor vehicles repossessed or foreclosed by it under the terms ofa security contract. 
. (i2) "Department" means . the motor vehicle department of this state, acting' . directly 

. or through'its duly authorized officers or agents. . .1 ., . 

(13) "Direction signal lamp" means a lighting' device used to indicate the intention 
of the opera,tOl" ofa vehicle to. chaJlg'e direction. . 

(14) "Distrihutor" meahsa person who in whole or in part sells or distributes motor 
vehicles, mobile· homes, trailers or semitrailers to dealers, or who maintains distribl'itbr 
representatives. 

. (15) "Divided highway" meanS a highway with 2 or more roadways· se'pal;ated by 
spaces not intended for the use of vehicular traffic. . ' ".' 

(16) "Farm tractor" meaJ1S a 1110 tor vehicle 'designed and use primarily as a farm 
implement for drawing-plows, mowing machiiles and other implements of husbandry. 

(17) "Farm {railer" means a traiier or semittniler 'Ivhich is owned and operated by a 
farmer and is used exclusively fol' the transportation of farml~l'oducts from the 'owner's 
farm to l11arket or for the transportation of supplies to his farm.' . 

(18) "Farm truck" means a motor truck owned and operated by a fal'll1(irand used 
primarily for the transportatio11of suppli~s, farlllEic1l1ipment and products Oli the owner'8 
flU'lll or hetween his farms, the transpOl'tation of farm products from the owner'sfarll1 

·to market, and the tl'anspoi.'tation of supplies to his farm.· .As used in .this subsection, 
the term "farl11e~~'includes persons ,,,hOI al'e . engaged hlthose activities specified in the 
definition of "operation of farm premises" contained in s.102 . .o4 .(3),provid~d. that 
such ac~ivit~es are directly or indirectly for the purpose of P1'9.ducing a commo(lity or 
commodities for nlarket, ,or as. an accessory to. such. production. . .' . 

(19) "Fusee" means a paper or fihe~' tube filled. with afla~l11ahle materl&1 ,v,hlch,'~hen 
ignited, hurns with a red flame for 5 to.30 minutes and which is 'designed. to produce a 
warning lightfol' temporarily marking.a disabled vehicle uJ?till110repel'manent warning 
devices can be properly placed.. '.' . 

(20) "Gros~ weight" means the weight,of the vehicle equipp~dfol'sel'V~Ge plus 'the 
weight whi<fh the vehicle. is equipPEId to qlU'l'Y as a. load. , . . " . 

(21) "Heaillamp" means·a major lighting de~ce used to providegenel'iiillumination 
ahead of a vehicle. " . . I i I .', • .; .' " 

(22) "lIighway" mel+llS all public ways and thoroughfares and b:rjdg~s, Qn the same. 
It includes the entire wi'dth between the boundary lines of every way open to the: :t;I,l1e of 
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the public as a matter of right for the purposes of vehicular travel. It includes those 
roads or driveways in the state, county or municipal parks and in state forests which have 
been opened to the use of the public for the purpose of vehicular travel and roads or 
driveways upon the grounds of institutions under the jurisdiction of the board of regents 
of state colleges, but does not include private roads or driveways as defined in sub. (46). 

(23) "Hours of darkness" means the period of time from one-half hour after sunset 
to one-half hour before sunrise and all other times when there is not sufficient natural 
light to render clearly visible any person 01' vehicle upon a highway ata distance of 500 
feet. 

(24) "Implement of husbandry" means a vehicle 01' piece of equipment or machinery 
designed for agricultUl'al purposes, used exclusively in the conduct of agricultural opera­
tions and used principally off the highway. 

(25) "Intersection" means the area embraced within the prolongation 01' connection 
of the curb lines 01', if none, then within the boundary lines of the roadwa,ys of 2 or more 
highways which join one another at, 01' approximately at right angles, whether or not 
one such highway crosses the other, or the a;l'ea within which vehicles traveling upon 
different highways joining' at any other angle may come in conflict. 

(26) "Local authorities" means every cOlmty board, city council, town 01' village 
board 01' other local agency having authority under the constitution and laws of this state 
to adopt traffie regulations. 

(27) "Local ordinance which is in conformity therewith" means a local traffic regu­
lation enacted pursuant to s. 349.06. 

(28) "Manufacturer" means a person who manufactures or assembles motor vehicles, 
mobile homes, trailers or semitrailers, or who manufactures 01' installs on previously 
assembled truck chassis special bodies or equipment which when installed form an integral 
pal-t of the motor vehicle and.which constitutes a major manufacturing alteration. 

(29) "Mobile home" means a vehicle designed to be drawn upon a highway by a 
motor vehicle and designed, equipped and used, or intended to be used, primarily for 
sleeping, eating and living quarters. 

(30) "Motor bicycle" means a bieycle to which a motor has been added to form a 
motor driven cycle as distinguished from a power driven cycle or motor cyele in which 
the motor is an integral part of the original vehicle. 

(31) "Motor bus" means a motor vehicle designed primarily for the transportation 
of persons rather than property and having a passenger-carrying capacity of 10 01' more 
person:;;, including the operator. Passenger-carrying capacity shall he determined by 
dividing by 20 the total seating space measured in inches. 

(32) "Motorcycle" means a motor driven cyc.Ie which does not come within the defini­
tion of power driven cycle or motor bicycle. 

(33) "Motor driven cycle" means a motor vehicle designed to travel on not more 
than 3 wheels in contact with the ground and having a seat for the use of the rider, 
including motorcyeles, power driven cyeles and motor bicycles but excluding traetors. . 

(34) "Motor truck" means a motor vehicle used for commercial purposes carrying' its 
load as a single unit with a nondetachable propelling power, except those vehicles operat­
ing on rails. 

(35) "Motor vehiele" means a vehicle which is self-propelled, including ,a trackless 
trolley bus. 

(36) "Multiple beam headlamp" means a headlamp designed to permit the operator 
of the vehicle to use anyone of 2 01' more distributions of light on the roadway. 

(37) "Nonresident" means a person who is not a resident of this state. 
(38) "Official traffic sign" means a. sign or marking other than a signal, not incon­

sistent with chs. 341 to 349, placed or erected by authority of a public body or official 
having jurisdiction for the purpose of guiding, directing, waming or regulating traffic. 

(39) "Official traffic sig'nal" means any signal not inconsistent with chs. 341 to 349 
placed or erected by authority of a public body 01' official having jurisdiction for the pur­
pose of direeting, warning 01' regulating traffic. 

(40) "Operating privilege" means, in the case of a person who is licensed under ch. 
343, every license so granted to such person; in the case of a resident of this state who 
is not so licensea, it means the privilege to secure a license under ch. 343; in the case of 
a nonresident, it means the operating privilege granted by s. 343.05 (2) (c). 

(41) "Operator" means a person who drives or is in actual physical control of a 
vehicle. 
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(42) "Owner" means a person who holds the legal title of a vehicle, except that in 
the event a vehicle is the subject of an agreement for the conditional sale or lease thereof 
with the right of purchase upon performance of the condition stated in the agreement 
and with an immediate right of possession vested in the conditional vendee or lessee, or 
in the event a mortgagor of a vehicle is entitled to possession, then such conditional 
vendee or lessee or mortgagor is the owner for the purposes of chs. 340 to 349. 

(43) ."Pedestrian" means any person afoot. 
(44) "Pot torch" means a wick-type liquid-burning device Ilesigned to produce a 

steady burning flame as a. warning signal. 
( 45) "Power driven cycle" means a motor driven cycle weighing between 100 and 

300 pounds fully equipped but without gasoline or oil and designed to travel not over 
35 miles per hour with a 150-pound rider on a dry, level, hard surface with no wind. 

(46) "Private road or driveway" is every way or place in private ownership and 
used for vehicular travel only by the owner and those having express or implied permis­
sion from the owner and every road or driveway upon the grounds of public institutions 
other than those under the jurisdiction of the board of regents of state colleges. 

(.47) "Railroad crossing" means the intersection of any highway or private road or 
driveway at grade with tracks upon which railroad trains operate. 

(48) "Railroad train" means every 'device except a streetcar, with or without, engine 
or motor and whether or not coupled to other similar devices, operated upon rails for the 
transporting of persons 01' property. 

(49) "Reflector" means a device designed to warn an approaching driver by reflected 
light from the headlamps on the approaching vehicle. 

(50) "Residence district" means the territory contiguous to a highway not comprising 
a business district where the frontage on such highway for a distance of 300 feet or more 
is mainly occupied by dwellings or by dwellings an'd buildings in use for business. 

(51) "Right of way" means the privilege of the immediate use of the roadway. 
(52) "Road machinery" means a piece of mobile machinery or equipment not covered 

by s. 341.26 (1) (d), such as ditch digging apparatus, power shovels, drag lines and 
ea,rth-moving equipment, or a piece of road construction or maintenance machinery, such 
as asphalt spreaders, bituminous mixers, bucket loaders, ditchers, leveling graders, finish­
ing machines, motor graders, paving mixers, roa'd rollers, scarifierll, gravel crushers, 
screening plants, scrapers, tractors, earth movers, front- or rear-end loaders, conveyors, 
road pavers, or construction shacks. The foregoing enumeration is intended to be illus­
trative and does not exclude other similar vehicles which are within the general terms of 
this subsection and are not designed or used primarily for transportation of persons or 
property and only incidentally operated or moved upon a highway. 

(53) "Road tractor" means a motor vehicle 'designed and used for drawing other 
vehicles and not so constnlCted as to calTY any load thereon either independently or any 
part of the weig'ht of the vehicle or load so drawn. 

(54) "Roadway" means that portion of a highway between the regularly established 
curb lines 01' that portion which is improved, designed or ordinarily used for vehicular 
travel, excluding the berm or shoulder. In a divi'ded highway the term "roadway" refers 
to each roadway separately but not to all such roadways collectively. 

(55) "Safety zone" means the area 01' space officially set apart within a roadway for 
the exclusive use of pedestrians, including those about to board or alighting from public 
conveyances, and which is protected 01' is so marked or indicated by adequate signs as 
to be plainly visible at all times while set apa~1't as a safety zone. 

(56) "School bus" means a motor vehicle which transports children to or from a public 
or private school or which transports school groups engaged in extracurricular activities 
to or from points designated by such schools, but does not include: 

(a) A motor vehicle owned or operated by a parent or guardian transporting only 
his own children, regardless of whether the school has made a contract with or paid com­
pensation to such parent or guardian for such transportation; or 

(b) A vehicle having a seating capacity of fewer than 10 persons, including the oper­
ator, and use'a in casual, occasional or reciprocal transportation of school children and 
not under contract. 

(c) Busses operated by a common motor carrier of passengers used in urban trans­
portation of school children, or when used in extra curricular activities to and from points 
designated by a school. 

(57) IISemitrailer" means a vehicle of the trailer type so designed and used in con­
junction with a motor vehicle that some part of its own weight and that of its own load 
rests upon 01' is carried by another vehide, but does not include a mobile home. 
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(58) '~Sidewalk" means that portion of a highway between the cui'b lines, or the 
lateral lines of, a roadway,' and the adjacent property lines, constructed for use of pedes­
trians. 

(59 ) "Spotlariip" means an a~iliarydriving lamp llsed primarily to supplement the 
headlamps in providing' g'eneral illumination. ahead of the vehicle, usuaIly mounted and 
designed so it can' be controlled by the operator of the vehicle for the purpose of reading 
signs and illuminating objects to the side of 'or ,beyond ,the scope of the regular headlamp 
beams; 

(60) "State trunk highway" means any highway designated pursuant to s. 84.02 as 
part of. the state trunk highway system,exclu!live of connecting streets. 

(61} "Stop" when required means complete cessation from movement. 
(62) "Stop lamp" means· a device giving a steady warning light to the rear of a 

vehicle to indicate .the intention of the operator of the vehicle to diminish speed or stop. 
(63) "Street" means every highway within the' coJ.-porate lilliits ofa city or village 

except alleys. . . ' 
(65) II Tail lamp" meim8a device to desig11ate the rear of a vehicileby a waming·light. 
(66) "Through high1vay" means every highway or' portion thereof which has been 

lleclared by the state or local authorities pursuant to s. 349.07 to be a through highway 
and 'at the entrances to which vehicular traffic from intersecting highways is required by 
traffic conttol sig1lalsor stop signs to stop. 

(67) "Traffic" means pedestrians, ridden or herded or driven animals, vehicles and 
other' COnVe)Tancesj· either singly or together, while using any highway for the purpose of 
kficl. ' 

(68) • "Traffic control signal" means any device using colored lights, whether manuaIly, 
electrically or' mechanically operated, by which traffic is alternately directed to stop and 
to go. 

(69) "TI'affic officer" means evel'Y officer authorized by law to diiect or regulate traffic 
or to make arrests for violation of traffic regulations. 

(70) "Tl'ailer" means a vehicle without motive power designed forcal'l'ying 'property 
or passengers wholly on its own structure and for being drawn by a motor vehicle, but 
'does liot in'clude a mobile home. 

(71) "Tramiporter" means a perilori engaged in this state in the business of trans~ 
pOl'ting and delivering motor vehicles; trailers, semitrailers or mobile homes in tow 
on i their o,,\'n wheels orundei' 'their own power 'from the manufacturer to the dish'ibu­
tOl', dealer or branch of the manufacturer, or from the distributor or dealer to another 
clistribiltor 01' clealei;, the manufacturer or branch of the manufacturer or from the branch 
of the manufacturer to the distributor, dealer oi' manufacturer. 

(72) "Truck ti'ador" means a J1.lotor vehicle designed and used primarily for d1'a1ving 
other 'vehicles and not so constructscl as to carry a load other than a part of the weight of 
the vehicle and load so drawn. ' 

(73) "Vehicle" ll1~aiis every device in, upon or by which any person or property is or 
may be tl'anspoi'ted or dl'll,wn upon a highway, except railroad trains. 

History. 1961' c, 240; 387. 
See note to 346.57, citing Mayville v. Hart, 14 W (2d) 292, 110 NvY (2d) 923. 




