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CERTIFICATE OF TITLE. 

342.01 Words and phrases defined. Words and phrases defined in s. 340.01 are 
used in the same sense in this chapter unless a different definition is specifically provided. 

342.05 When certificate of title required. (1) The owner of a vehicle subject to 
registration in this state shall make application for certificate of title for the vehicle 
under the following circumstances: 

(a) If he has newly acquired the vehicle. he shall make application when and as 
required by s. 342.19; 

(b) If he applies for registration of a vehicle for which he does not hold a valid cer­
tificate of title previously issued to him by the department for the vehicle in question, he 
shall at the same time apply for a certificate of title. 

(2) Except as provided in sub. (3), an applicant's eligibility for a certificate of title 
is a prerequisite to registration of the vehicle. If the applicant for registration holds a 
valid certificate of title previously issued to him by the department for the vehicle in 
question, that is prima facie evidence that he is the owner of the vehicle and he need not 
apply for a new certificate of title each time he applies for registration. 

(3) This section does not apply in a situation where the law expressly authorizes reg­
i"tration of a vehicle in the name of a person other than the owner or where the law 
expressly authorizes registration without a certificate of title. 

(4) Any owner who operates or consents to the operation of a vehicle for which a cer­
tificate of title is required without such certificate having been issued or applied for or any 
other person who operates a vehicle for which a certificate of title is required, knowing 
that the certificate of title has not been issued or applied for, may be fined not more than 
$200 or imprisoned not more than 6 months or both. A certificate is considered to have 
been applied for when the application accompanied by the required fee has been delivered 
to the department or deposited in the United States mail properly a'ddressed and with 
postage prepaid. 

342.06 Application for certificate of title. (1) An application for a certificate of 
title shan he made to the department upon a form prescribed by it and shall be accom­
panied by the required fee. Each application for certificate of title shall contain the fol­
lowing information: 

(a) The name and address of the owner. 
(b) A description of the vehicle, including make, model, identifying number and any 

other information which the department may reasonably require for proper identification 
of the vehicle. 

(c) The date of purchase by the applicant, the name and address of the person from 
whom the vehicle was acquired and the names and addresses of any lienholders. 

(d) If the vehicle is a new vehicle being registered for the first time, the signature of 
a dealer authorize'd to sell such new vehicle. 
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(e) Any further evidence of ownership which may reasonably be required by the de­
partment to enable it to determine whether the owner is entitled to a certificate of title. 

(f) If the identification number of the vehicle has been removed, obliterated or altered, 
or if the original casting has been replaced, or if the vehicle has not been numbered by the 
manufacturer, the application for certificate of title shall so state. 

(g) If the vehicle is a used motor vehicle which was last previously registered in 
another jurisdiction, the applicant shall furnish a sworn statement pertaining to the 
title history of such motor vehicle, such statement to be in such form as the department 
may prescribe, and shall furnish a certification by a law enforcement officer to the effect 
that the physical description of the motor vehicle has been checked and conforms to the 
description given in the application. 

(h) If the applicant for certificate of title for a motor vehicle intends to utilize that 
vehicle as a taxicab or for public transportation, he shall state that fact in the applica­
tion. If he knows that the vehicle has previously been used as a taxicab or for public 
transportation and that fact is not noted on the old certificate of title, he shall state in the 
application that the vehicle has previously been so used. 

(2) Any person who knowingly makes a false statement in an application for a certifi­
cate of title may be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned not more than 5 years or 
both. 

(3) Any person intending to use a vehicle as a taxicab or for public transportation 
who fails to state such intent in his application for certificate of title or any person who 
fails to furnish any other information required by sub. (1 ) (h) may be fined not more 
than $1,000 or imprisoned not more than one year in county jailor both. 

342.07 Application when vehicle previously junked. (1) Application for registra­
tion of and certificate of title for a motor vehicle which has previously been junked must 
be accompanied by the certificate of a state 01' county traffic officer to the effect that he 
has examined the motor vehicle 'described in the application and that, in his opinion, it 
is in such mechanical condition that operation thereof on the public highways will not 
jeopardize the safety of motorists or pedestrians and that the description of the vehicle 
conforms to the description given in the application. The application also must be accom­
panied by the inspection fee receipt from the clerk of the county employing the county 
traffic officer who made the examination or from the state traffic officer who made the 
examination. 

(2) The applicant for registration of and certificate of title for a previously junked 
vehicle shall pay an examination fee of $25 to the clerk of the county employing the ex­
amining officer or to the state traffic officer making the examination. Such clerk or state 
traffic officer shall give to the applicant a receipt showing payment of the fee and con­
taining the applicant's name and the make and identifying numbers of the vehicle in­
spected. 

342.08 Department to examine records. Before issuing a certificate of title for a. 
vehicle last previously registered in another jurisdiction, the 'department shall check the 
application against its records of stolen and recovered vehicles and felonies committed. 

342.09 When department to issue certi.ficate and to whom; maintenance of records. 
(1) The department shall file each application for certificate of title received by it and, 
when satisfied as to its genuineness and regularity and that the applicant is entitled to 
the issuance of a certificate of title, shall issue and deliver a certificate to the owner of 
the vehicle. 

(2) The department shall maintain a record of all applications an'd all certificates of 
title issued by it: 

(a) According to title number. 
(b) According to engine 01' identification number. 
(c) Alphabetically, according to name of owner. 
(d) In any other manner which the department determines to be desirable. 

342.10 Contents of certificate of title. (1) Each certificate of title issued by tlie 
depa.rtment shall contain: 

(a) The name and address of the owner. 
(b) The names of any lienholders. 
(c) The title number assigned to the vehicle. 
(d) A description of the vehicle, including make, model an'd identifying number. 
(e) Any other data which the department deems pertinent and desirable. 
(2) The certificate of title shall contain forms for assignment and warranty of title by 

the owner, and for assignment and warranty of title by a dealer, and may contain forms 
for application for a certificate of title by a transferee and for the naming of a lienholder. 
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(3) Before issuing any new or duplicate certificate of title for a motor vehicle pre­
viously junked and reconditioned, the department shall stamp thereon the words "This 
vehicle previously junked and reconditioned". Before issuing a new or duplicate certifi­
cate of title for a motor vehicle previously licensed and used as a taxicab or for public 
transportation, the depa~rtment shall stamp on such certificate the words "This motor 
vehide has previously been used as a taxicab 01' for public transportation". 

342.11 Grounds for refusing issuance of certificate cif title; The department shall 
refuse issuance of a cerlificate of title if any r~quired fee is not paid 01' if it has reasonable 
gJ.'ounds to believe that: 

(1) The person alleged to be the owner of the vehicle is not the owner; 01' 

(2) .The application contains a false or fraudulent statement; or 
(3) The applicant fails to furnish the information 01' documents l'equired by law or 

by the department pursuant to authority of law. 

342.12 Application for and issuance of duplicate certificate. When a certificate of 
title is lost or' destroyed, the owner shall make application for a duplicate upon a form 
pi'escribed by the department. Upon satisfactory proof that the certificate has been lost 
or destroyed and upon payment of the required fee, the department shall issue a dupli­
cate certificate to the owner. 

342.13 Title fees. For the issuance of a certificate of title upon registration of a 
vehicle not previously registered in this state or last previously registered in another juris­
diction or for the issuance of a certificate of title upon transfer of a vehicle or for the 
issuance of a duplicate certificate upon application therefor pursuant to s. 342.12, there 
shall be paid to the department a fee of $1. Such fee is in addition to any registration 
fee which may be payable upon registration of the vehicle. 

TRANSFER OF TITLE. 

342.iS Duty of owner upon sale of vehicle. (1) Whenever the owner of a vehicle 
for which a certificate of title has been isslled sells 01' otherwise transfers his interest in 
such vehicle, he shall at the time of sale 01' transfer of the vehicle to the transferee: 

(a) Endorse upon the certificate of title in the spaces provided therefor the name and 
address of the transferee together with a statement of all liens and encumbrances on the 
vehicle. The seller shall sign the title in the space provided. If the transferee is a dealer, 
distributor or manufacturer registered under s. 341.51, he shall endorse upon the certifi­
cate of title in the spaces provided for such registered dealer the name and. address of the 
purchaser, the required information on all liens and encumbrances, the firm nam8, the 
counter signature and dealer license number j and 

(h) Deliver the endorsed certificate of title to the transferee, except that if the vehicle 
being transferred has been junked he shall return the certificate of title to the department 
in accordance with s. 342.34; and 

(c) If the vehicle being transferred is an automobile registered pursuant to the 
monthly series system, remove the registration plates anc]. retain and preserve theI)l for 
1Jse on any other automobile which may subsequently be registered in his name. If the ve­
hicle being transferred is a vehicle registered pursuant to s. 341.26 at a special fee. and the 
hew owner will not be entitled to register the vehicle at such fee, the tl'ansferor shall remove 
thephites arid return them to the department. In all other cases the transferor shall per­
mit the plates to remain attached to the vehicle being transfen.'ed, except that if the vehicle 
hasbemi junke'c1 he shall return the plates to the department in accordance with s. 342.34. 

(2) Any owner of a vehicle for which a certificate of title has .been issued, 1yho upon 
transfer of the vehicle, fails to endorse such certificate and deliver it to the transferee as 
required by sub. (1) (a) and (b) may be fined not more than $200 or imprisoned not more 
thrul 6 months 01' both. ' 

(3) Any owner of a vehicle currently registered in this state who fails to comply with 
the requireplents of sub. (1) (c) may be fined not more than $200 or imprisoned not more 
than 6 months or both. 

342.19 Duty of new owner upon acquiring a vehicle. (1) Immediat~ly after trans­
fer to him of a vehicle subject to registration, the new owner shall execute an application 
for a new certificate of title in the space provided therefor on the certificate· of title de­
livered to him by the previous owner and cause the certificate to he ll1ailed or delivCl'ed to 
the department. If the transferred vehicle is new or for some other reason does not have 
a certificate of title, the new owner shall execute the application upon the form prescribed 
therefor by the department. If ownership of the vehicle was tl'ansferred by judicial decree 
or judicial sale or by operation of law, the application shall be accompanied by such evi-
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denee as the department reasonably requires as proof that ownership by the vehicle passed 
to the applicant. Applications shall in every case be accompanied by the required fee. 

(2) A dealer, distributor or manufacturer registered under s. 341.51 need not apply 
fol' a certificate of title for a vehicle in stock or acquired for stock purposes. Upon trans­
fer of such vehicle, he shall give the transferee evidence of title which, in case the vehicle 
has a certificate of title, shall be a reassignment of such certificate and delivery thereof to 
the transferee. 

(3) Except as provided in sub. (2), any transferee of a vehicle who fails to make 
application for a new certificate of title immediately upon transfer to him of a vehicle 
may he fined not more than $200 or imprisoned not more than 6 months or both. A cer­
tificate is considered to have been applied for when the application accompanied by the 
required fee has been delivered to the department 01' deposited in the United States mail 
properly addressed and with postage prepaid. 

342.20 When department to issue new certificate for transferred vehicle. (1) The 
department shall issue and deliver a new certificate of title to the transferee of a vehicle 
upon receipt of such proof as is require'd by law 01' by the department pursuant to author­
ity of law that ownership passed to the transferee and upon receipt of the required fee. 

(2) Under the following circumstances only, the department shall issue a certificate 
of title for a transferred vehicle without requiring registration of the vehicle: 

(a) Application therefor accompanied by the required fee is made by a dealer licensed 
under s. 218.01 or 218.10 or a finance company licensed under s, 115.09 01' 218.01 and the 
vehicle in question is a used vehicle for which the department had issued a certificate of 
title to the previous owner or a vehicle previously registered in another jurisdiction or is 
a mobile home; or 

(b) Application therefor accompanied by the required fee is made by any other per~ 
son and the vehicle in question is a vehicle for which the department had issued acertifi­
cate of title to the previous owner or is a vehicle previously registered in another juris­
diction or is a mobile home and the department is satisfied that the present owner has not 
operated or consented to the operation of the vehicle since it was transferred to him and 
that he understands that the certificate of title merely is evidence of his ownership of the 
vehicle and does not authorize operation of the vehicle on the hig'hways of this state. 

Hist01'Y: 1961 c. 560 s. 19. 

342.25 Issuance of new certificate upon release of lien. Upon receiving a certifi­
cate of title upon which a lienholder has released or assig'ned his interest to the owner 
or upon receipt of a certificate of title not so endorsed but accompanied hy a leg'a.! release 
from a lienholder of his interest in the vehicle, the department shall issue to the owner a 
new certificate of title without charge. 

ANTI-THEFT AND ANTI-FRAUD PROVISIONS. 

342.30 Assignment and stamping of new identification numbers. (1) The depart­
ment shall assign a new identification number for each vehicle subject to registration which 
has. not been numbered by the manufacturer or on which the original number has been 
removed, obliterated or altered or on which the original casting has been replaced. Identi­
fication numbers assigned by the department shan begin with 101, l'lll consecutively, and 
be followed by the letters "WIS". 

(2) An identification number assigned by the department to a mobile home, trailer or 
semitrailer shall be stamped upon the frame, An identification number assigned to a 1954 
or earlier model of a motor vehicle shall be stamped upon the engine, An identification 
munber assigned to. a 1955 01' later model shall be stamped upon or welded to the body, 
Such stamping 01' welding shall be done under the supervision of a dealer, distributor or 
manufacturer registered under s. 341,51 or under the supervision of a peace officer. The 
person supervising the stamping or welding shall make a report thereof to the depart­
ment. 

(3) Any owner of a vehicle for which the department has issued a new identification 
number who fails to have such number attached 01' stamped as required by sub. (2) may 
be fined not more than $200 or imprisoned not more than 6 months or both. 

342.31 Report of stolen 01' abandoned motor vehicles. (1) Eaeh sheriff and police 
department in the state shall immediately report to the depUJ.'tment each motor vehicle 
reported stolen 01' recovered and each felony involving a motor vehicle committed and 
detected within its jurisdiction. 

(2) An owner of a garage or trailer park; or of any type of storaO'e or parking lot 
for motor vehicles shall report in Wl-iting to the department and to the local law enforce­
ment agency the make, motor number and serial 01' identification number of any motor 
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vehicle stored, parked or left in his garage, park or lot for a period of more than 30 
consecutive days unless arrangements have been made by the owner of the vehicle for 
its continuous storage or parking or unless the owner of the vehicle is personally known 
to the owner of the garage, park 01' lot. Any person who fails to submit the report re­
quired of him by this subsection may be fined not more than $25. 

342.32 Department to file, index and publish stolen vehicle reports. The dep!tl.'t­
ment shall keep a file and index of reports received by it pursuant to s. 342.31 and of 
similar reports received by it from other states. Once each month, on the basis of such 
reports received by it during the preceding month, the department shall compile a list of 
stolen and recovered vehicles and of felonies committed involving motor vehicles and shall 
forward a copy of such list to each sheriff and police department in this state, to each 
motor vehicle organization in this state requesting a copy, and to the motor vehicle regis­
tration official in each state of the United States. 

342.33 Sale of vehicle used as taxicab. No person shall sell or exchange, authorize 
or direct the sale or exchange of, or offer for sale or exchange any motor vehicle which 
he knows has been used as a taxicab or for public transportation unless the certificate of 
title for such vehicle has been stamped by the department with the words "This motor 
vehicle has previously been used as a taxicab or for public transportation" and unless 
such certificate of title is exhibited by the vendor to the vendee before the sale of such 
vehicle is consummated. ,Any person who violates this section may be fined not more than 
$1,000 or imprisoned not more than one year in county jail or both. 

342.34 Department to be notified of destruction or junking of vehicle. (1) Any 
person owning or possessing a motor vehicle which has been junkei:l or destroyed shall, 
within 10 days after the destruction or junking occurred: 

(a) Notify the department of the destruction or junking; and 
(b) Return the certificate of title to the department; and 
(c) If the motor vehicle is an automobile registered pursuant to the monthly series 

system, remove the registration plates and retain and preserve them for use on any other 
automobile which may subsequently be registered in his name. If the motor vehicle is not 
an automobile registered pursuant to the monthly series system, he shall remove the plates 
and return them to the department. 

(2) Any person violating this section may be fined not more than $200 or imprisoned 
not more than 6 months or both. 




