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59.001 Definitions. In this chapter, unless the context clearly indicates to the 
contrary: 

(1) "Board" means the county board of supervisors. 
(2) "Clerk" means the county clerk. 
(3) "Municipality" includes cities, villages and towns. 
(4) "Treasurer" means the county treasurer. 

59.01 Body corporate. (1) STATUS. Each county in this state is Ii, body COl'­

pOl'ate, empowered to sue and be sued, to acquire and hold, lease or rent real and pers~nal 
estate for public uses or purposes,· including lands sold for taxes, to sell, lease and convey 
the same, including the authority to enter into leases or contracts with the state for III 

period of years for the uses and purposes specified in s. 23.09 (7) (d), to make such con­
tracts and to do such other acts as are necessary and proper to the exercise of the powers 
and privileges granted and the performance of the legal duties charged upon it. . 

Cross Reference I See 75.35 and 75.69 for restrictions on the saleM· tax deedQd land. 

59.02 Powers, how exercised; quorum. (1) The powers of a' county as a body 
corporate can only be exercised by the board thereof, or in pursuance of Ii. resolution. or 
ordinance adopted by it. . 

(2) Ordinances and resolutions may be adopted by a majority vote of a quorUl)1 or 
by such larger vote as may be required by law. Ordinances shall commence as follows: 
"The county board of supervisors of the county of .... do ordain as follows." 

(3) A Inajority of the supervisors entitled to a seat on the board shall col!stitute a 
quorum. All questions shall be determined by a majority of the supervisors present unless 
otherwise provided. . 

Resolutions adopted by the county board mentary procedure were not followed. 52 
pursuant to powers granted by 59.02 are Atty. Gen. 57. 
valid even though its own rules of parlia-

59.03 Boards; composition; election; terms; substitutes; compensation; compati­
bility. The boards of the several counties shall be classified and shall be composed of 
representatives from within the county elected and compensated ·as follows: 

(1) MILWAUKEE COUNTY. In each county having a population of at least 500,000: 
(a) Composition. A supervisor from each assembly district therein elected by the 

electors of said district. . 
(b) Election j term. Supervisors shall be elected for terms of 4 years at the election 

to be held on the first Tuesday in April next preceding the expiration of their respective 
terms. 

(c) Compensation. Each supervisor shall be paid by the county an annual salary 
which shall be set by the county board. The board may provide additional compensation 
for the chairman. The salaries of supervisors in effect on June 21, 1961, shall remain 
the annual salary until changed by action of the board. Section 66.196 also applies to 
this paragraph. 

(2) OTHER COUNTIES. In counties containing less than 500,000 population and more 
than one town: 

(a) Composition. The chairmen of the town boards. . 
(b) Same. A supervisor from each city ward or part of city ward in the couu,ty, 

but each city with a population of not over 800 shall have only one supervisor unless th~ 
city is in more than one county, in which case it shall be entitled to one supervisor in each· 
county. 

(c) Same. A supervisor from every village or part of a village in the comity. 
(d) Election j tet·1I!S. A supervisor from a city or village shall be elected at the time 

that other city or village officers are elected. 
(e) S1tbstit1ttes. If any town chairman is unable to attend any meeting of· the county 
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board, either of the other members. of the town board, to be designated by themselves 
(and if they disagree they shall decide by lot), shall attend the meeting as a member of 
the county board, but he shall not so act until the town clerk certifies to the cOlmty clerk 
that he was so desig·nated. In cities and villages a substitute for any supervisor may be 
appointed in such case by the mayor 01' village president, and the city 01' village clerk shall 
certify the designation to the county clerk; 01' the mayor 01' village president may attend 
the meeting and act as a member of the county board with certification. 

(f) Oompensation. Each supervisor shall be paid a pel' diem by the county for each 
day he attends a meeting of the board. Any board may, at its annual meeting, by a 
two-thirds vote of all the members, fix the compensation of the board members to be 
next elected. Any board may also provide additional compensation for the chairman. 

(g) Mileage. Each supervisor shall, for each day he attends a meeting of the board, 
receive mileage for each mile traveled in going to and returning from the meetings by the 
most usual tI~aveled route at the rate established by the board pursuant to s. 59.15 as the 
standard mileage allowance for all county employes and officers. 

(h) Limitation on compensation. Except for services as a member of a committee as 
provided in s. 59.06 no supervisor shall be paid for more days' attendance on the board 
in any year than is set out in this schedule: In counties having a population of 20,000 oJ' 
less, 20 days; more than 20,000 but less than 100,000, 25 days; more than 100,000 but less 
thim 500,000, 30 days. 

(i) Alte·rnative comjJensation. As an alternative method of compensation, in counties 
having a population of more than 25,000 the board may at its rumual meeting, by a two­
thirds vote of the members entitled to a seat, fix tlie compensation of the supervisors to 
be next elected at an annual salary for all services for tlie county including all committee 
services, except the pel' diem allowance for services in acquiring highway rights of way 
set forth in s. 84.09 (4). The board may, in like manner, allow additional salal'Y for the 
members of the highway committee and for the chairman of the board. In addition to the 
salary, tlie supervisors shall receive mileage as provided in pal'. (g) for each day's attend~ 
ance at board 01' committee meetings. 

(j) Supplemm~tary compensation. The county board, in establishing an annual sal­
ary, may provide by ordinance for a pel' diem for aU committee meetings attended in 
excess of 40 committee and board meetings. 

(3) COMPATIBILITY. No county officer or his deputy, 01' undersheriff is eligible to the 
office of supervisor, but a supervisor may also be a member of the common council of liis 
city or of the board of trustees of his village. 

(4) COUNTIES HAVING ONLY ONE TOWN. In all counties containing one town only, the 
board shall consist of the members of the town board and one supervisor from every in­
cotporated village. A supervisor from an incorporated village shall be elected at the 
time the other village officers are elected. A majority of the memberssliall constitute a 
quorum of the cOlmty board. Each supervisor shan receive compensation and mileage as 
provided in sub. (2) (f) and (g). The chairman of the county board elected pursuant 
tos; 59.05'(1) may be, but need not be, tlie same person who is elected chairman of the 
town board under s. 60.19 (1) (b). 

History. 1961 c. 573, 622. 
40.02 (4), 59.03 (2) (f), and 59.06 (2) do 

not authorize county board member to col­
lect 2 per diems on same day; one as board 
member and one as school committee mem­
ber. 50 Atty. Gen. 187. 

County board members receiving annual 
salary under (2) (i) cannot authorize county 
highway committee members per diem com­
pensation while working on acquisition of 
rights of way for county highways. 52 Atty. 
Gen. 22. 

59.031 Oounty executive in populous counties. (1) ELECTION AND TERM OF OFFICE. 
In each county having a population of 500,000 or more, a county executive shall be 
elected for a term of 4 years at the election to be held on the first Tuesday in April of 
each year in which county supervisors are elected, and he shall take office on the .first 
Monday in May following his election. The county executive shall be elected from resi­
'dents of the county at large by a majority vote of all qualified electors in the county 
voting in the election. The first election under this section in a county presently (1959) 
having a population of 500,000 or more shall be held on the first Tuesday in April 1960. 
In any county which hereafter attains such population, such first election shall be held 
on the first Tuesday in April in the year following the official announcement of the 
federal census. 

(2) DUTIES AND POWERS. The duties and powers of the county executive shall be, with­
. out restriction because of enumeration, to: 

(a) Co"ordinate and direct by executive order 01' otherwise all administrative and 
management functions of the county government not otherwise vested by law in boards 
or commissions, 01' in other elected officers. . 

(b) Appoint the heads of all deparilnents in the classified service of the county ex-
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cept where the statutes provide that the appointment shall be made by a board or com­
mission or by other elected officers; but he shall, subsequent to August 27, 1959, also 
appoint all department heads where the law provides that the appointment shall be made 
by the chairman of the county board or by the county board. Such appointments shall 
not require the confirmation of the county board. The county executive may file charges 
for the removal, discharge, or suspension of any persons so appointed. 

(c) Appoint the members of all boards and commissions where such appointments 
are required after August 27, 1959 and where the statutes provide that such appointment 
shall be made by the county board or the chairman of the county board. All appoint­
ments to boards and commissions by the county executive shall be subject. to the cOlifirma­
tion of the county board. 

(3) ADMINISTRATIVE SEORETARY TO OOUNTY EXEOUTIVE; STAFF. The county executive 
may appoint an administrative secretary who shall be exempt from county civil sel'vice 
and such additional staff assistants as the county board may provide pursuant to ss. 63.01 
to 63.16. 

(4) COMPENSATION OF OOUNTY EXEOUTIVE, DEPUTY, AND STAFF ASSISTANTS. The 
county board shall fix the compensation of the county executive, his administrative secre­
tary and his staff assistants, provided that the salary of the county executive shall be 
established at least 90 clays prior to any election held to fill the office and may not be in­
creased during his term of office nor decreased during such term without his consent. 

(5) MESSAGE TO THE OOUNTY BOARD; SUBMISSION OF ANNUAL BUDGET. The: county 
executive shall annually and otherwise as may be necessary, cOllll1lunicate to the county 
board of supervisors the condition of the county, and shall recommend such matters to 
them for their considemtion as he may deem expedient. Notwithstanding any other pro­
vision of the law, he shaH he responsible for the submission of the annual budget to the' 
county board and may exercise the power to veto any increases or decreases in the budget 
under sub. (6). 

(6) COUNTY EXEOUTIVE TO APPROVE OR VETO RESOLUTIONS OR ORDINANOES; PROOEEiHNGS 
ON VETO. Every resolution or ordinance passed by the county board shaH, before it becomes 
effective, be presented to the county executive. If he approves, he shall sign it; if not, 
he shall return it with his objections, which objections shall be entered at large upon the 
journal and the board shall proceed to reconsider the matter. Appropriations may be 
approved in whole or in part by the county executive and the part approved shall become 
law, and the part objected to shall be returned in the same manner as provided for in 
other resolutions 01' ordinances. If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of the,members­
elect of the county board agree to pass the resolution or ordinance or the part o~ th!! 
resolution 01' ordinance objected to, it shall become effective on the date prescribed but 
not earlier than the date of passage following reconsideration. In all such cases, the votes 
of the members of the county board shall be determined by ayes and nays and the names 
of the members voting for or against the resolution or ordinance or the part thereof 
objected to shall be entered on the, journal. If any l'esolution or ordinance is not l'eturned 
by the county executive to the county board at its first meeting OCCUlTing not :less than 6 
days, Sundays excepted, after it has been presented to him, it shall become effective 
unless the county board has recessed 01' adjourned for a period in excess of 60 days, in 
which case it shall not be effective without his approval. 

(7) REMOVAL FROM OFFICE; VAOANCY, HOW FILLED. The county executive may be 
removed from office hy the g'overnor for cause pursuant to s. 17.16. A vacancy in the 
office of county executive shall he filled by appointment by the chairman of the' county 
board, subject to confirmation by the county boa:t'd, from among' electors of the county 
in the same manner as vacancies in the office of county supervisor are filled under s. 17.21 
(5). 

59.033 County administrator. (1) ELECTION; APPOINTME.NT; TERM ,OF OFFIcE. III 
counties having a population of less than 500,000, the. county board may by resolution 
create the office of ,county administrator. The county administrator shall be selected 
either hy a majority vote of all the qualified electors in the county voting in an election 
;1' the county bOard by majority vote may appoint the county hoard chairman or co;unty 
clerk or any other qualified person as county administrator for a 2-year term to' rUn 
concurrently with the county board chau1llan., When the resolution adoptedpmvides 
for a selection by a county-wide election he shall be elected for a term of 2, y~ars, at ,atl 
e}ectio)l to be held on the first Tuesday in April following the adoption of the, resolution 
1)y the county board and he shall take office on the first Monday in May foll<;)Wing his 
election. 

(2) DUTIES AND POWERS. The county administratoi- may be delegated such autl}ol'ity 
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as the county board directs, including, but not restricted because of enumeration, the 
authority to: 

(a) Co-ordinate and direct by administrative order or otherwise all administrative 
and management functions of the county government not otherwise vested by law in 
boards or commissions, or in other elected officers. 

(b) Appoint the heads of all departments of the county except where the statutes 
provide that the appointment shall be made by a board or commission 01' by other 
elected officers; but he may, subsequent to December 18, 1963 when so authorized by 
the county board, also appoint all department heads where the law provides that the 
appointment shall be made by the chairman of the county board or by the county board. 
Such appointments shall require the confirmation of the county board. The county ad­
ministrator may file :with the county board, charges for the removal, discharge or sus­
pension of any person so appointed. 

(c) Appoint the members of all boards and commissions when so authorized by the 
county board where such appointments are required after December 18, 1963 and where 
the statutes provide that such appointment shall be made by the county board or the 
chairman of the county board. All appointments to boanls and commissions by the 
county administrator shall be subject to the confil'lnation of the county board. 

(3) ADMINISTRATIVE SEORET'ARY TO OOUNTY ADMINISTRATOR; STAFF. When authorized 
by the county board the county administrator may appoint an administrative secretary 
and such additional staff assistants as llecessary. 

(4) COMPENSATION OF COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR AND STAFF. The county lJoard shall 
fix the compensation of the county administrator, his administrative secretary and his 
staff assistants, but the salary of an elected county administrator shall be established at 
least 90 days prior to any election held to fill the office. 

(5) MESSAGE '[0 THE OOUNTY BOARD; SUBMISSION OF ANNUAL BUDGET. The county 
administrator shall annually, and otherwise as necessary, communicate to the county 
board of supervisors the condition of the county, and recommend such matters to them 
for their consideration as he deems expedient. Notwithstanding any other provision of 
the law, when so authorized by the county board he may be made responsible fOJ; the 
submission of the annual budget to the county board. 

(6) V AOANOY, HOW FILLED. A vacancy in the office of the county administrator shall 
be filled by appointment by the chairman of the county board, subject to confirmation by 
a majority of the county board. 

History: 1963 c. 420. 

59.04 Meetings; adjournment; absentees. (1) (a) Every board shall hold an an­
nual meeting' on the Tuesday after the second Monday of November in each year at the 
county seat for the purpose of transacting business. When that day falls on November 
11 the annual meeting shall be held .the next succeeding day. Any board may by its rules 
establish an earlier date during October or November for such annual meeting and may 
by rule establish regular meeting' dates throughout the year at which to transact general 
business. 

(b) The annual meeting may be adjolU'ned by the clerk, upon the written request of 
a majority of the supervisors, to a day designated in the request, but not less than one 
week nor more than 3 weeks from the Tuesday after the second Monday of November. 
Upon such adjournment being made, the clerk shall give each supervisor written notice 
of the time to which the annual meeting' has been adjourned. 

(c) The board, except in counties having a population of 500,000. or more, shall meet 
on the third Tuesday of each April to organize and transact business. At this meeting 
the board may transact any business permitted at the annual meeting, including the ap­
pointment of all county commissions and committees. The meeting' may be adjourned in 
the same manner as the annual meeting'. 

(2) A special meeting of any board shall be held: 
(a) Upon a written request of a majority of the supervisors delivered to the clerk, 

specifying' the time and place of meeting'. The time shall not be less than one week from 
the delivery of the request, except that in counties having' a population of 500,00001' more 
the time shall not be less than 48 hoUl's from such delivery. Upon receiving the request 
the clerk shall forthwith mail to each supervisor notice of the time and place of the meet­
ing. Any special meeting may be adjourned from time to time by a vote of a majority of 
all the supervisors. 

(b) For the pUl'poses and in the manner prescribed in s. 31.06, with the right to ad­
journ the special meeting from time to time by a vote of a majority of all the supervisors 
entitled to a seat. The clerk shall mail written notice of the special meeting, specifying th~e 
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time, place and purpose thereof, to each supervisor not less than 2 weeks before the day 
set for such meeting. 

(4) The board shall sit with open doors, and all persons conducting themselves in an 
orderly manner may attend. If any supervisor absents himself from any meeting of the 
boal'd without good cause 01' without being first excused by the board, the chairman may 
issue a warrant requiring the sheriff or some constable forthwith to arrest him and bring 
him before the board. The expenses of the arrest shall be deducted from the pay of the 
member unless otherwise directed by the board. The board may punish its members for 
infraction of its rules by imposing the penalty provided therein. 

59.05 Chairman; vice chairmen; powers and duties. (1) The board, at the first 
meeting after each regular election at which members are elected for full terms, shall elect 
a member chairman. He shall perform all duties required of the chairman until the board 
elects his successor. He may administer oaths to persons required to be sworn concerIiing 
any matter submitted to the board 01' a committee thereof or connected with their powers 
01' duties. He shall countersign all ordinances of the board, and shall preside at meetings 
when present. When directed by ordinance he shall countersign all county orders, transact 
all necessary board business with local and county officers, expedite all measures resolved 
upon by the board and shall take care that all federal, state and local laws, rules and regu­
lations pertaining to county government are enforced. 

(2) The board at the time of the election of chairman shall also elect a member vice 
chairman for the same term, who, in case of the absence or disability of the chairman shall 
perform his duties. 

(2m) The board at the time of the election of chairman may also elect a member sec­
ond vice chairman for the same term, who, in case of the absence or disability of the vice 
chairman, shall perform his duties. 

(3) In case of the absence of a chairman for any meeting the members present shall 
choose a temporary chairman. 

59.06 Committees; appointment; compensation. (1) The board may, by resolu­
tion designating the purposes and prescribing the duties thereof and manner of reporting, 
authorize their chairman to appoint before June 1 in any year committees from the mem­
bers of the board, and the committees so appointed shall perform the duties and report 
as prescribed in such resolution. 

(2) Committeemen shall receive such compensation for their services as the board 
allows, not exceeding the per diem and mileage allowed to members of the board and such 
committee members shall receive such compensation, mileage and reimbursement for other 
expenses as the board allows for their attendance at any school, institute or meeting which 
the board directs them to attend. No supervisor shall be allowed pay for committee serv­
ice while the board is in session, nor for mileage except in connection with services per­
formed 1vithin the time herein limited. The number of days for which compensation and 
mileage may be paid a committee member in any year, except members of committees ap­
pointed to have charge of the erection of any county building, and except as otherwise 
provided by law, are limited as follows: 

(a) In counties containing less than 25,000 population, to 20 days, not more than 10 
of which shall be for services on anyone committee, except that the board may increase 
the number of cOlllmittee meetings as provided in pal'. (b) and similarly fix the compensa­
tion of the members for the additional meetings. 

(b) In other counties, to 30 days for services on committees, except that the board 
may, by a two-thirds vote of the members present, increase the number of days for which 
compensation and mileage may be paid in any year and fix the compensation for each ad­
ditional day. 

(3) The board shall annually appropriate a sum sufficient to provide for the aetual 
and necessary expenses of the county school committee incident to its duties and functions 
and of its secretary incident to his duties. 

See note to 59.03, citing 50 Atty. Gen. 187. and other meetings, as well as other county 
(2) includes expenses of the county committees. 51 Atty. Gen. 183. 

highway committee attending road schools 

59.07 General powers of board. The board of each cOlmty may exercise the fol­
lowing powers, which shall be broadly and liberally construed and limited only by express 
language: 

(1) PROPERTY. (a) How acquired; pm·poses. Take and hold land sold for taxes 
and acquire, lease or rent property, real and personal, for public uses 01' purposes of any 
nature, including without limitation acquisitions for county buildings, airports, parks, 
recreation, highways, dam sites in parks, parkways and playg'l'ounds, flowages, sewage 
and waste disposal for county institutions, lime pits for operation under s. 59.873, equip-
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ment for clearing and draining land and controlling weeds for operation under s. 59.874, 
ambulances and for transfer to the state for state parks and for the uses and purposes 
specified in s. 23.09 (7) (d). 

(b) Contl'olj actions. Make all orders concerning county property and may com­
mence and maintain actions to protect the interests of the county. 

(c) T'l'ansfe;·s. Direct the clerk to lease, sell 01' conveyor contract to sell or convey 
any county property, not donated and required to be held for a special purpose, on such 
terms as the board approves. In addition any county property may, by gift or otherwise, 
be leased, rented or transferred to the United States, the state, any other county within 
the state 01' any municipality 01' school district within the county. Oil, gas and mineral 
rights may be reserved and leased or transferred separately. 

(d) Buildingsj maintenance. Construct, maintain and operate all county buildings 
and structures including without limitation swimming pools, stadiums, golf courses and 
other recreational facilities, dams in county lands and sewage disposal plants at county 
institutions, and if the buildings are insufficient, provide suitable rooms for county pur­
poses. 

(e) Leases to conse;'vation commission. Lease lands owned by the county to the 
state conservation commission for gmile management purposes. Lands so leased shall 
not be eligible for entry under s. 28.11. Of the rental paid by the state to the county 
for lands so leased 60 per cent shall be retained by the county and 40 per cent shall be 
paid by the county to the town in which said lands are located and of the amount re­
ceived by the town, 40 per cent shall be paid by the town to the school district in which 
said lands are located. The amount so paid by it town to a joint school district shall be 
credited against the amount of taxes certified for assessinent in that town by the clerk 
of the joint school district under s. 40.35 (8), and the assessment shall be reduced by 
such amount. In case any leased land is located in more than one town Ol' school district 
the amounts paid to them shall be apportioned on the basis of area. This paragraph shall 
not affect the distribution of rental moneys received on leases executed before June 22, 
1955. 

(1m) PARKING AREAS. Enact ordinances providing for establishing areas for park­
ing of vehicles on lands owned or leased by the county; for regulating, permitting; pro­
hibiting, restricting or limiting pal'king of vehicles on such areas or parts of such areas, 
including,without limitation by reason of enumeration, provision for parking in such 
areas or parts thereof for only certain purposes 01' by only certain personnel; for pen­
alties for violations thereof, but not to exceed the sum of $50 for each offense; and for 
the enforcement of such ordinances. 

(2) INSURANOE. (a) Liability and lJ'1'opel·ty damage. Provide public liability and 
property damag'e insurance, either in commercial companies 01' by self-insurance created 
by setting up an annual fund for such purpose or by a combination thereof, covering 
without exclusion because of enumeration, motor vehicles, malfeasance of profe&sional em­
ployes, maintenance and operation of county highways, parks, parkways and airports 
and any other county activities involving the possibility of damage to the general public. 

(b) Fi1'e and casualty. Provide fire and casualty insurance for all county property. 
(c) Employe ins~wance. Provide for i~c1ividual 01' group hospital, surgical and life 

insurance for county officers and employes and for payment of premiums therefor. 
(d) Boncls of officel'S and employes. Provide for the protection of the county and 

public against loss or damage reslllting from the act, neglect or default of ctnmty officers, 
department heads and employes and to contract for and procure bonds or contracts of 
insurance to accomplish that purpose either from commercial companies or by self-in­
surance created by setting up an annual fund for such purpose or by a combination 
thereof. .Any number of officers, department heads or employes not otherwise required 
by statute to furnish an official bond may be combined in a schedule or blanket bond or 
contract of insurance. So far as applicable ss. 19.01 (2), (2m), (3), (4) (d) and (dd) 
and 19.07 shall apply to such bonds or contracts of insurance. The bond shall be for a 
definite period, and each renewal thereof shall constitute a new bond for the principal 
amount covering the renewal period. 

(3) .AccouNTS; SETTLEMENT. Examine and settle all accounts of the cDlmty and all 
clajms, demands or causes of action against the county and issue county orders therefor. 
The board may delegate its power in regard to cui'rent accounts against the county to a 
standing committee where the amount does not exceed $1,000. 

(4) RETIREMENT; DISABILITY. In any county having a popUlation of less than 500,-
000, by the affirmative vote of a majority of all supervisors entitled to a seat, elect: 

(b) To provide that s. 66.191 (1) shall apply to such deputy sheriffs, undersheriffs 
01' ,traffic policemen as the board designates. 
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(5) GENERAL AUTHORITY. Represent the county, have the management of the busi­
ness and concerns of the county in all cases where no other provision is made, appoiiion 
and levy taxes and appropriate money to carry into effect any of its powers and duties. 

(6) PUBLIC RECORDS. Prescribe the form and manner of keeping' the records in any 
county office and the accounts of county officers. 

(7) PURCHASING AGEN'l'. Appoint a person or committee as county purchasing agent, 
and p'rovide compensation for their services. Any county officer 01' supervisor may be the 
agent or a committee member. The purchasing agent shall provide all supplies and equip­
ment for the various county offices and the board chairmanshl\ll promptly sig'norders in 
payment therefor. The board may require that all purchases be made in the manner de-
termined by it. ' 

(8) OFFICIAL SEALS. Provide an official seal for the county and the county officers re­
quired to have one; and for the circuit and cOlUIty courts, with such inscription and de-, 
vices as said courts l'espectively reqilire. 

(10) FEES, OFFICERS AND MAGISTRATES. Fix the fees or compensation of officers and 
magistrates for services performed in all prosecutions for vagrancy or under the laws 
concerning tramps, intoxication in a public place, indecent exposure of the person or dis­
orderly condllct, except when the prosecution for any such offense is brought under a city 
01' village, ordinance; and no greater compensation than is so fixed shall be recovered. 

(11), JOINT CO-OPERATION. Join with the state, other counties or municipalities in a 
co-operative arrangement as provided by s; 66.30. 

(12) TRANSCRIPTS. Procure transcripts 01' abstracts of the records of any other 
county affecting the title to real estate in such county, and such transcripts 01' abstracts 
shall be prima facie evidence of title except as provided in's. 235.47. ' 

,(13) PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF TAX. (a) Institutions, stc,ie fa1"lns, ail'por·tS. Appropri" 
ate each year to any mlUlicipality imd school district in ,which a county farm, hospital, char­
itable 01' penal institution or state hospital, charitable or penal institution or state-owned 
lands used for agricultural purposes 01' county ot' municipally-owned airport is located, 
an ,amount of money equal to the amount which would have been paid in municipal and 
school tax upon the lands without buildings, if such lalid were privately owned. The valu­
ation of such lands (without buildings) and computation of the tax shall be made by the 
board. In making such computation lands on which courthouse or jail are located and un~ 
improved county lands shall not be included. 

(b) Coimty vete'l'{/'Ils' housing. If a county has acquired land and erected thereon 
housing facilities for rent by honorably discharged United States veterans of any war 
and the Janel and housing facilities are exempt from g'eneral taxation, the board may ap­
propriate money and pay to any school district or joint school district wherein the land 
allCl housing' facilities are located a sum of money which shall be computed by obtaining the 
product of the following factors: 

1. The tax rate for school district purposes of the school years for which payment is 
made. 

2. The ratio of the assessed valuation to the equalized valuation of the municipality 
in which the, school dish-ict lies, multiplied by the actual cost incurred by the county for 
the acquisition of the land and improvements thereon used for such purposes. 

In case of a joint school district, computation shall be made on the basis of the valua­
tion of the several municipalities in which such school district lies. If school buildings are 
in~dequate to accommodate the adclitional school population resulting from the county vet­
er,ans' housing program, and the school district cannot leg'ally fulance the necessary in­
creased facilities, the board may appropriate money and grant assistance to the school 
district but the assistance shall be used solely to finance the purchase of land and the erec­
tion and equipment of the necessary additional facilities. 

(14) GRAVE :MARKERS; VETERANS. (a) Furnish upon the petition of 5 freeholders of 
any municipality in their county an appropriate metal marker for the grave of each sol­
dier, sailor or marine who served with honor in the forces of the United States, buried 
within the municipality. 

(b) The petitioners shall state in the petition the names of soldiers, sailors or marines 
buried in the municipality. 

(15) SHERIFF'S FAMILY PENSION. Appropriate money to the family of any sheriff 01' 

his deputies killed while in the discharge of his official duties. 
(16) ZONING,BUILDING INSPECTOR. For the enforcement of all laws, orc:[inances, rules 

,and regulations enacted pursuant to s. 59.97, appoint a building inspector, define llis 
duties and fix his term of office and compensation. 

(16m) ZONING; FILING FEES. To enact ordinances establishing schedules of reasonable 
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filing' fees for the filing' of petitions to amend county zoning' ordinances and notices of 
appeal to the board of adjustment from determinations of county zoning' authorities and 
providing' for the charging' and collection of such filing' fees; such fees to be used to par­
tially defray the expenses of holding' hearing's and g'iving' notices of hearings prescribed 
inss. 59.97 and 59.99. 

(17) DONATIONS, GIFTS AND GRANTS. Accept donations, gifts or grants for any public 
g'overnmental purpose within the powers of the county. 

(18) AiruSEhlENTS, REGULATION. (a) Exercise outside of cities and villages all the 
powers conferred on cities to i'egulate dance halls, roadhouses and other places Of amuse~ 
meni .. 

(h) Enact Ol'dinances to reg'ulate, control, prohibit and license dance halls and pavil­
ions, amusement parks, carnivals, street fairs, bathing' beaches and other like places 6f 
amusement. Such ordinances shall provide for such license fees as shall yield as nearly 
as possible sufficient revenues for administering' their provisions. Upon the passage of 
such an Ol'dinance the board shall select a sufficient number of persons whose duty it shall 
be to supervise public dances according to assignments to be made by the board. Such 
persons while engaged in supervising' public dances 01' places of amusement shall have the 
powers of deputy sheriffs, and shall make reports in writing' of each dance visited to the 
clerk, and shall receive sueh compensation as the board determilles. Their reports shall be 
filed by the clerk and embodied by him in a report to the board at each meeting thereof. 
The board shall immediately revoke the license of any dance hall proprietor or manag'er 
if there is allowed at any such dance presence of intoxicated persons, or of children of 17 
years of age or under unaccompanied by their parent or lawful g'uardian, or if any of 
the ordinances are violated, and the board may enact an ordinance requiring the revoca­
tion of such dance hall license if the use of intoxicating liquor is permitted on the prem­
ises during the holding' of a public dance. The chairman of the board, when the boal,d is 
notjn session, is authorized to issue licenses or to suspend the license of any person vio­
lating' this law or any regulation adopted by the board; such issuance of licenses or the 
suspension of such license to be acted on by the board at its next meeting'. 

(c) Enact ordinances providing for a specified closing hour for places where soft 
drinks are sold. 

(d) Ordinances enacted by a board under pal', (b) or (c) shall not apply to any city 
or villag'e which by ordinance regulates and controls such places. -

(19) CELEBRATIONS AND CONVENTIONS. Appropriate money to defray the expense 
of municipal commemorative 01' patriotic celebrations. 01' observance, state 01' national 
conventions of war veterans, national conventions of fraternal associations, gTonp enter­
tainment for children on Halloween by county or municipal agencies within the county 
or of state 01' national conventions of county officers or employes or associations thereof 
or of bring'ing' any of such conventions to the county. 

(20) CIVIL SERVICE SYSTEM. Establish a civil service system of selection, tenui'e and 
status, and the system lllay be made applicable to all county personnel, except the mem­
bers of the board, constitutional officers, members of boards and commissions and judges. 
The system may include also uniform provisions in respect to classification of positions 
and salary ranges, pay roll certification, attendance, vacations, sick leave, competitive ex­
aminations,. hours of work, tours of duty 01' assignments according to earned seniority, 
employe· grievance procedure, disciplinary actions, layoffs and separations for cause sub­
ject to approval of a civil service commission or the board. The hoard may request the 
assistance of the department of administration and pay therefor, pursuant to s. 16.055. 

(21) COhlhlON SCHOOL TAX. (a) At 01' before the November meeting each year levy 
a tax upon the equalized valuation of the county for the aid of the elementary schools of 
each school district of the county which has levied and placed on the tax rolls of the dis­
trict for the previous year for the operation and maintenance of schools a tax of not less 
than 3 mills on the equalized valuation of the district f01; the year previous to the year 
of levy for elementary school pUl1Joses except where the district operates both elementary 
and secondary schools the niinimum levy shall be 5 mills for both elementary and high 
school purposes. The county levy shall be sufficient to pay county aids to districts which 
qualify in an amount not less than $350 per teacher unit operating in the county during 
the preceding year. . 

(b) If a school district lies in more than one county, then the county in which such 
elementary teachers during the preceding year are employed shall be reimbursed by any 
other county in which the school district lies for.its share of such $350 for the number of 
elementary teachers in the whole district in the ratio which the full valuation of the prop­
erty of the school district lying in the other county bears to the full valuation of all the 
property in the district; the county superintendent of schools of the county paying the 
whole amount in the first instance, or the city superintendent of. schools not under the 
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jurisdiction of the county superintendent shall compute the number, including a fraction 
of a number, that will be derived from applying to the whole number of teachers the 
same ratio as the full valuation of the property of the school district lying in any other 
such county bears to the full valuation of all the property of the school district; he shall 
then multiply the same by 350 and ccrtify the results in dollars, at the time of the other 
certification, as the amount to be reimbursed by the other comIty; the clerk of the county 
receiving such certification shall certify to the clerk of the other county the amount l'e­
quired to be reimbursed and the board of the other county shall levy a tax in such amount 
in the same manner and by the same method as the tax levied under pal'. (a); when the 
tax is collected it shall be remitted by the treasurer of such other county to the treasurer 
of the county entitled thereto. The term "full valuation" as used in this paragraph means 
the full valuation prescribed in s. 40.35 (8). Section 40.71 (5) relating to aid shall apply 
to any such other county which does not comply with this parag·raph. 

(22) TOWNS, ORGANIZATION, BOUNDARIES. Organize, name, vacate and change the 
boundaries and names of the towns in thcir respective counties, fix the time and place of 
holding the first town meeting' and make orders for the preservation of the records and 
papers of any vacated town. A copy of every order or ordinance changing' the boundary 
or name of any town, duly certified by the county clerk, shall be promptly filed by him 
in the office of the register of deeds, who shall duly record and index the same without 
charge, and no such order or ordinanc() shall take effect until so l'ecorded and indexed. 
No town shall be vacated UlIless a majority of all the members of the board so decide. 
No board, except in the counties of Ashland, Barron, Bayfield, Burnett, Douglas, Juneau, 
Marathon, Oconto, Polk and Shawano, and except as provided in s. 60,05, shall organize 
any town that at the time of being organized does not contain at least 125. inhabitants, 
at least 25 of whom shall have been actual electors of this state and resident within the 
proposed new town for 6 months prior to the time the organization takes effect. 

(23) WAR RECORDS. Appropriate money for the collection, publication or distribu­
tion of war records. 

(24) FISH AND GAME. Establish, maintain and operate fish hatcheries and facilities 
for raising game birds. 

(26) RECREATION. Create, promote and conduct and assist in creating, promoting 
and conducting' recreational activities in the cOllnty which are conducive to the general 
health and welfare, and elect persons for such terms and salaries as may be determined, 
who shall exercise the powers and perform the duties given by the boaTd. The board may 
provide for what purpose and in what manner moneys appTopriated pursuant to this sub­
section may be expended. Such persons may be designated "County Recreation Com­
unttee". At the annual meeting next after making the appropriation the board shall de" 
termine in what municipalities such activities were held and what other municipalities 
received benefits therefrom and determine the amount expended from the appropriation 
to make the programs or activities or benefits derived therefrom possible in each munici­
pality and levy a tax upon the property of each municipality in accordance with such ap­
portionment to reimburse the county for its expenditures, but no expenditure shall be 
made nor improvement ordered without the consent of the g-overning. body of the munici­
pality. 

(27) COUNTY BOARDS' ASSOCIATION. By a two-thirds vote, purchase membership in 
an association of county boards for the protection of county interests and the furtherance 
of better county government. . 

(28) PURCHASE OF PUBLICA.TIONS. Purchase publications dealing with g-overnmental 
problems and furnish copies thereof to supervisors, officers and employes. 

(29) SERVICE OFFICER. Appropriate funds for the execution of the duties of the 
county veterans' service officer and the county veterans' service commission. 

(30) ADVERTISE COUNTY. Appropriate not to exceed $15,000 in any year to advel:tise 
the advantag-es, attractions and resources of the county and to consm;ve, develop and 
improve the same. The county may co-operate with any private agency in this work. 

(31) HISTORICAL SOCIETIES. Appropriate money to any local historical society in­
corporated under s. 44.03 located in the. county foro the purpose of collecting- and pI'&­
serving the records of the early pioneers, the life of the India.ns, the experience of mili­
tary men, and the salient histol1.Cal features of the county. 

(32) COUNTY HISTORIAN. Create the position of county historian. The historian shall 
collect and preserve the records of the Indians and the early pioneers, the experiences of 
nrilitary men and women and the records of their service; mark and compile da.ta concern­
ing places of historical interest in the county; and perform such other duties relating to the 
collection, preservation, cOlllPilation and publication of historical data as the board pre­
scribes. The board lllay provide the historian with It fireproof safe or vault in which to 
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keep papers and documents, with clerical assistance anel such other needs as will enable 
him to adequately perform his duties. The board may require reports. 

(33) PUBLIC MUSEUMS. In counties having a population of less than 500,000, appro­
priate money toward the maintenance of public museums in the county. 

(34) HIGHWAY SAFETY. Appropriate money to citizens' safety committees or to coun­
ty safety commissions or councils for highway safety and patrol. 

(35) DRAINAGE DISTRICT BONDS. Purchase drainage district bonds at market value or 
at a discount to salvage the equity of the county in the lands affected and to secure re­
s1,lmption of tax payments thereon and so permit the dissolution of the district. 

(36) FIRE PROTECTION. Establish a fire department 01', upon petition of two-thirds 
of the residents of any contiguous locality, pursuant to s. 60.29 (20) insofar as appli­
cable, provide fire department service and protection for such residents as are otherwise 
unable to obtain service from a municipality as provided by s. 60.29 (20). The board 
shall determine the fee schedule to reimburse the fire departments and make rules and 
regulations for maintenance of service and equipment. An inspector may he appointed to 
inspect each fire department at least twice each year for proper maintenance. The con­
tract may be terminated by either party upon giving a 90-day written notice thereof. The 
board may levy a tax upon all the real and personal property in the contiguous locality to 
reimburse the county for the fees and costs expended. 

(37) SURPLUS COMMODITY PLANS. Adopt and participate in any surplus commodity 
absorption plan in connection with furnishing relief to needy persons within any munici. 
pality in the county and appropriate money to carry out such plan. 

(38) SECONDHAND CAR DEALERS, JUNKING CARS. License and regulate dealers in sec­
ondhand motor vehicles, wreckers of motor vehicles, or the conduct of motor vehicle junk­
ing. Such regulation shall not apply to any municipality which adopts an ordinancegov­
erning the same subject. 

(39) NURSING ASSOCIATIONS. Appropriate money toward the support of organized 
and bona fide nursing associations in the county, such associations to have at least one 
qualified nurse. 

(40) VOCATIONAL AND ADULT EDUOATION SCHOOLS. Appropriate money to local boards 
of vocational and adult education which render services to residents of the county. Super­
visors from any city or village maintaining a school pursuant to s. 41.15 shall have no part 
in any determination under this subsection and no part of any expense incurred shall be 
levied against any property within the city or village. . 

(41) AMBULANCES. Purchase, equip, operate and maintain ambulances and contract 
for ambulance service for conveyance of the sick or injured and make reasonable charges 
for the use thereof. 

(42) .RESCUE EQUIPMENT. Appropriate money for the purchase of boats and other 
equipment necessary for the rescue of human beings and the recovery of human bodies 
from waters of which the county has jurisdiction under s. 2.04. 

(43) COUNTY PARK COMMISSION. Except in counties of a population of 500,000 01' 
more, fix the compensation of members of the county park commission for attendance at 
meetings at a rate not to exceed the compensation permitted supervisors. 

(44) CORPORATION COUNSEL. In counties not containing a city of the first class, 
employ a corporation counsel, and fix his salary. The corporation counsel may, when 
authorized by a majority of the county board, appoint one or more assistant corporation 
.counsels to aid him in the performance of his duties. The assistants so appointed shall 
have authority to perform all the duties of the corporation counsel. His employment may 
be terminated at any time by a majority vote of all the members of the board. The duties 
of the corporation counsel shall be limited to civil matters and may include giving legal 
opinions to the board and its committees and interpreting the powers and duties of the 
board and county officers. Whenever any of the powers and duties conferred upon the 
corporation counsel are concurrent with similar powers or duties conferred by law upon 
the district attorney, the district attorney's powers or duties shall cease to the extent that 
they are so conferred upon the corporation counsel and the district attorney shall be 
relieved of the responsibility for performing such powers or duties. Opinions of the cor­
poration counsel on all such matters shall have the same effect as opinions of the district 
attorney. . The corporation counsel may request the attorney general to consult and 
advise with him in the same manner as district attorneys as provided by s. 14.53 (3). 

(45) POSTWAR PROJEOTS. (a) Appropriate money for postwar projects generally, 
without specific designation thereof. Any money raised under this subsection shall be 
placed in a separate account and used only for projects as provided in this subsection. 

(b) No expenditure except for plans and specifications for proposed projects shall be 
made from such account except after: 
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1. Determination by a vote of the board that unemployment in existence in the county 
may be relieved by expenditures from the account, specifying the purpose and the amount 
necessary therefor; 

2. Public hearings thereon under s. 65.90 or 59.84; and 
3. Final approval by a two-thirds vote of all the board members after the hearings. 
(c) Appropriations under this subsection shall not exceed in any calendar year a sum 

equal to the assessed valuation of the property of the county as determined by the depaJ't­
ment of taxation multiplied by one-half mill. 

(d) All moneys raised by tax levy for the purposes of t4is subsection which are un­
appropriated for such purposes within 5 years after the termination of World War II 
as proclaimed by the Congress or President shall revert to the general fund of the county, 
unless the board acts to set a longer period, which shall not exceed an additional 5 years. 

(46) POLICE POWERS OVER CERTAIN U. S. LANDS AND STRUOTURES. In counties where­
in the United States has built a structure extending into a lake 01' river, the boa~'d may by 
ordinance regulate the use of such a structure by the public consistent with reasonable 
safety requirements, but nothing contained in the ordinance shall permit any interfel'­
ence with the operations of the United States, its agents, employes or representatives 
in connection with the structure, and provide that any person who violates the ordinance 
sha11 forfeit to the county not to exceed $100 for each offense, plus costs, and in default 
of payment shall be imprisoned not more than 30 days. Arrests for violation of the 
ordinance may be made by the sheriff or by any peace officer of the municipality wherein 
the structure is located. . 

(47) CONTRAOT WITH U. S. FOR CUSTODY OF IJ'EDERAL PRISONERS. Empower the sheriff 
or superintendent of the house of correction to contract with the United States to keep in 
the county jailor house of correction any person legally committed under U. S. authority, 
but not for a term exceeding 18 months. 

(49) BILLBOARD REGULATION. Regulate, by ordinance, the maintenance and construc­
tion of billboards and other similar structures on premises abutting on high ways main­
tained by the county so as to promote the safety of public travel thereon. Such ordinances 
shall not apply within cities and villages which have adopted ordinances regulating the 
same subject matter. 

(50) RIDING HORSES, REGULATION. Provide by ordinance for the regulation, control, 
prohibition and licensing of horses kept for the purpose of riding, whether by private 
owners for their own use or by commercial stables, riding academies or clubs for hire; 
for the licensing and reglliation of owners of riding. horses and the regulation, control, 
prohibition and licensing of commercial stables keeping horses for riding purposes for 
hire. The board may revoke the license of any owner of a horse kept for the purpose of 
riding' for violation of such ordinance after the filing of charges and notice and hearing 
thereon. Such ordinance may provide that the chairman of the board, when the board is 
not in session, shall 1)e authorized to issue such licellse or to suspend such license of any 
person violating such ordinance; such issuance of license or the suspension of such license 
to be acted on by the board at its next meeting'. Such ordinance may impose a penalty of 
not to exceed $100 for each violation or in default of payment thereof, imprisonment for 
not exceeding 30 days. Such ordinances shall nO.t apply within cities and villag'es which 
have adopted ordinances regulating the same subJect matter. 

(51) BUn,DING AND SANITARY CODES. Adopt building and sanitary codes, make neces­
sary rulcs and regulations in relation thereto imd provide for enforcement of such codes, 
rules and regulations by forfeiture or otherwise. Such codes, rules and regUlations shall 
not apply within cities and villages which have adopted ordinances or codes concerning the 
same subject matter. The cost of administering and enforcing 'iuch codes, rules andregu­
lations shall be paid only from fees charged for permits issued under this subsection. 

(52) MILWAUKEE COUNTY; SEWAGE, WASTE, REFUSE. In any county having apopula-
tion of 500,000 or more: . 

(a) Provide for the transmission and disposal of sewage from any of the county build­
ings, and for such purpose may pay to the municipality in which said buildings are situ­
ated for the transmission and disposal of sewage, such proportion of the expense thereof, 
as certified under s. 59.96, to any such municipality; such proportionate, expense to be 
determined by the ratio which the amount of sewage contributed by any such buildings 
may bear to the total amount of sewag'e contributed by any such municipality to such sys­
tem; and such counties may provide and furnish meters to determine the amount of sewage 
so contributed. 

(b) Engage in the function of the destruction or disposal of waste by providing 
dumpage facilities; acquire lands by purchase, lease, donation or right of eminent domain 
within such county and use the lands as dump age site~ for depositing, salvaging, process-
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ing', burning' 01' otherwise disposing' of the waste, and acquire land by purchase, lease or 
donation outside such county for said purposes where state and local reg'ulations permit; 
construct and equip incinerators and other structures to be used for disposal of waste; 
maintain, control and operate dump age sites; maintain, control and operate incinerators 
for burning' such materials; utilize or dispose of by sale or otherwise heat or power re­
claimed from incinerator facilities; sell all salvageable waste materials and by-products; 
~evy a tax to create a working' capital fund to maintain and operate dUlnpage facilities, 
consb:llct, equip and operate incineratOl's and other structures for disposal of wastes; 
charge 01' assess reasonable fees to persons making use of such sites, incinerators or other 
structures for the disposal of waste; make charges approximately commensurate with the 
cost of sel;vices rendered to any municipality using the county waste disposal facilities; 
authOl'ize payment to any municipality, in which county waste disposal facilities,includ­
ing incinerators, are located, to covel' the rcasonable cost of fire fighting' services rendered 
to such cOllnty when the occasion demands such service; contract with private collectors 
and municipalities and transporters to receive and dispose of waste other than garbage 
at dump age and incinerator sites; levy taxes to provide funds to acquire sites and to con­
struct and equip incinerators and other structures for disposal of wastes; adopt and en­
force ordinances, rules and regulations necessary for the orderly conduct of providing 
sueh dump age facilities and services and provide forfeitures for the violation, thereof; 
The charges for waste disposal services shall be determined by the board and shall include 
a reasonable charge for depreciation. In the determination of the chal'ges the board. shall 
give full consideration to any fees directly collected for the service. Waste disposal 
charges shall be apportioned pursuant to s. 70.63 to the respective municipalities receiv­
ing the service. The depreciation charges shall create a reserve for future capital outlays 
for waste' disposal facilities. Before acquiring in such county any site to be used for 
dumping or the erection of an incinerator or other structure for the disposal of waste, a 
public hearing shall be held following notice of hearing' by publication at least once each 
week for 3 successive weeks in the official newspaper of the county, or if there be none, a 
newspaper of general circulation in the county. The term "waste" as used in this para­
graph includes, without restriction because of enumeration, garbag'e, ashes, municipal, 
domestic, industrial and commercial rubbish, waste or refuse material. The powers con­
ferred by this paragTaph are declared to be necessary to. the preservation of the public 
health; welfare and convenience of the cOllnty. 

(53) MILWAUKEE COUNTY; AIR POLLUTION REGULATION. In any county having a pop­
ulation of 500,000 01' more, regulate by orclinmlce within the territorial limits of such 
county the ejection, discharge or emission into the open ail' of smoke, and solids, liquids, 
gases, fumes, acids, burning embers, sparks, cinders, soot, particulate wastes or dnsts, 
in,Gluding their radioactive fractions or counterparts, from any chimney, smokestack, 
vent, fuel-burning equipment, openfiTe, apparatus, device, mechanism, substance, 'mate­
rial or premises; prescribe the maximum volatile matter content or other constituents of 
1'11els used within the county in hanel-fired or other fuel-burning equipment; prescribe 
fe.esfor the examination of plans, inspections, tests, issuance of permits, and certificates 
of operation; prescribe rules and standards in aid of such regulations; provide in such 
ordinance for an appeal board and an advisory board and prescribe the powers of each; 
prescribe penalties for violating' such ordinance; provide for commencing actions to 
enjoin acts, threats of acts and the procuring or suffering of acts to be clone in violation 
of such ordinance; and provide for a county department of air pollution regulation with 
ilecessai:y officers and assistants to perform allY and all functions relating to enforcing 
slich ordinance. Whenever the board enacts an orclinance pursuant to authority granted 
by this subsection, such ordinance shall supersede and nullify any lllunicipalordinance 
then in effect, as to all matters included within such county ordinance and such mlUlici­
palities shall thereafter and while such county ordinance remains in effect have no power 
to enact ordinances as to the subject matter included within such county ordinance. Mat­
ters treated in this subsection are declared to be of state-wide concern. 

(54) MILWAUKEE COUNTY; CITY-COUNTY CRIJlIE CQ:iIBIISSION. The board of any county 
having' a population of 500,000 or more or the common council of any city of the first class 
however organized in such county, may appropriate money to defray in whole or in part 
the expenses of a city-county crime commission organized anel functioning to determine 
methods of crime prevention in such county. All items of expense paiel out of such ap­
propriation shall be presented and paid on board vouchers as are claims against counties, 

(55) HOUSING FAOILITIES, :mLWAUKEE COUNTY. In counties having a population of 
500,000 or more, build, furnish and rent housing facilities to persons who have resided 
in such county continuously for more than 2 years and whose income is insufficient to 
meet the standard for such person's family as determined in the budget adopted by the 
board for the' administration of public assistance in such county. Such counties may bor" 



59.07 COUNTIES 1022 

row money 01' accept grants from the federal government for or in aid of any project to 
build, furnish and rent such housing facilities, to take over any federal lands and to such 
ends enter into such contracts, mortgages, trust indentures, leases 01' other agreements as 
the federal government may require. It is the intent of this subsection to authorize such 
counties to do anything necessary to secure the financial aid and the co-operation of the 
federal government in any undertaking by the county authorized by this subsection. 

(56) TRANSPORTATION OF HANDICAPPED OHILDREN; MILWAUKEE COUNTY. Authorize 
transportation of handicapped children by the county superintendent of schools under 
s.39.105.· . 

(57) INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEES; APPROPRIATION. In counties having a popu­
lation of 500,000 or more, appropriate money to defray the expenses of any intergovern­
mental committee organized in the county with participation by the county board to study 
county-wide governmental problems, and make recollllllendations thereon. All items of 
expense paid out of the appropriations shall be presented on vouchel's signed by the chair­
man and secretary of the intergovernmental committee. 

(60) W ATERSlillD PROTECTION AREAS. Appropriate money to assist in creating and dec 
veloping watershed protection areas 01' projects beneficial to the county, which would in­
clude or benefit all or a portion of such county, and to pay all 01' paTt of said money to 
any agency of the federal or state government 01' to a soil and water conservation district, 
to be expended for such purposes. 

(61) UNIVERSITY EXTENSION OENTERS OR STATE COLLEGE BRANCH CAMPUSES. Ap­
propriate money for the construction, remodeling, expansion, acquisition or equipping of 
land, buildings and facilities for a University of Wisconsin extension center 01' state 
college branch campus if the operation of it has been approved by the board of regents. 

(62) PRINTING IN LOCAL TAX ROLLS, ETC. Provide for the printing in field books, as­
sessment rolls and tax rolls for local municipal officials, the descriptions of properties and 
the names of the owners thereof, but no town, city or village shall be subject to any tax 
levied to effect these functions where such town, city 01' village provides its own printing 
for said functions. 

(63) RADIO SERVICE FOR FIRE PROTECTION. Appropriate money for the purpose of 
providing radio service for fire protection in the county, in the manner prescribed by the 
county board. 

(64) PEACE AND OR.DER. Enact ordinances to preserve the public peace and good 
order within the county. 

(65) RURAL NUMBERING SYSTEM. Establish a rural numbering system in towns for 
the purpose of aiding in fire protection, emergency services, and civil defense, and ap­
propriate and expend money therefor, under which: 

(a) Each rural road and each home, business, farm 01' other establishment, may be 
assigned a name 01' number. 

(b) Such names 01' numbers may be displayed on uniform signs posted on rural roads 
and intersections, and at each home, business, farm 01' other establishment. ' 

(c) This subsection may be carried out in co-operation with any town 01' towns in the 
county. 

(66) IMPROVEMENT OF ARTIFICIAL LAKES. Appropriate money for the purpose of 
maintaining, dredging and improving any artificial lake existing on July 1, 1955, all or a 
pOl'tion of which is adjacent to 01' within a county park, and for the acquisition of land 
required in connection thel'ewith, without l'egard to the limitation imposed by s. 27.06. 

(67) PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION REFERENDUM. By a three-fourths vote of the members 
elect, authorize a referendum to be voted on by the electol'S of the county at any general, 
pl'imary 01' municipal election held in said county and to appropriate money to defray 
the expense of the same on public constrnction questions, concerning which the boal'd de­
sires to be advised by the electors of the county. Such referendulllS shall be conducted 
only in respect to matters properly coming within the jurisdiction ·of the board, and the 
effect thereof shall be advisory only. 

(68) FEES FOR. ZONING APPEALS. Establish a schedule of fees to be charged for the 
filing of petitions for amendment and notices of appeal under ss. 59.97 and 59.99, relating 
to zoning ordinances. 

(69) DOGS RUNNING AT LARGE. Enact ordinances regulating the keeping, apprehen­
sion, impounding and destruction of dogs outside the corpol'ate limits of any city or 
village, but such ordinances shall not conflict with ss. 174.01 and 174.10. 

(70) COUNTY LIBRARY COMMITTEE. The county board may create a county library 
committee, as provided in s. 43.255, in any county not ha.ving a. county libl'ary board. 
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(71) TRANSPORTATION STUDIES. In counties having a population of 500,000 or more 
the county board may undertake the necessary studies and planning, alone or with other 
urban planning activities, to determine the total transportation needs of the county areas; 
to formulate a program for the most efficient and economical co-ordination, integration 
and joint use of all existing transportation facilities; and to study the interrelationship 
between metropolitan county area growth and the establishment of various transporta­
tion systems for such area in order to promote the most comprehensive planning and 
development of both. In pursuance of such undertaking the county board may employ the 
services of consultants to flU'nish surveys and plans, and may appropriate funds for the 
payment of the cost of such work and the hiring of consultants. 

(73) RETURN OF RENTS TO MUNICIPALITIES. Return to municipalities all or any part 
of rent moneys received by the cOlmty lmder leases of county-owned lands. 

(74) RETURN OF FOREST INCOME TO TOWNS. Retul'll and distribute to the several 
towns in the county all or any part of any money received by the county from the sale 
of any product from county-owned lands which are not entered under the county forest 
law pursuant to s. 2S.11. 

(75) COUNTY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY. May appropriate money for and 
create a county industrial development agency or to any nonprofit agency organized to 
engage 01' engaging in activities hereinafter enumerated, except in counties having a pop­
ulation of 500,000 or more no appropriation may be made to such a nonprofit agency, 
appoint an executive officer and provide a staff and facilities to promote and develop the 
resources of the county and of its component towns and municipalities. To this end the 
agency may, without restriction because of enumeration, develop data regarding the 
industrial needs, advantages and sites in the county, acquaint the purchaser with the 
products of the county by promotional activities, co-ordinate its work with that of the 
county planning commission, the state department of resource development and private 
credit dev'elopment corporations and to do all things necessary to provide for the con­
tinued inlprovement of the industrial climate of the county. 

(76) REHABILITATION FAOILITIES. Establish and maintain rehabilitation facilities in 
any part of the county under the jurisdiction of the sheriff as an extension of the jail, 01' 

separate from the jail under jurisdiction of a superintendent, to provide any person 
sentenced'to the county jailor committed under s. 51.09 with a program of rehabilitation 
for such part of his sentence or commitment as in the opinion of the court will be of 
rehabilitative value to such prisoner. In case of commitment under s. 51.09 the court 
shall have the same power as the superintendent as therein provided. 

(77) MILWAUKEE COUNTY; CONTRACTUAL PERSONNEL SERVICES. In counties having a 
population of 500,000 01' more, may enter into a contract for a period not to exceed 2 
years for the services of retired county employes who have reached the mandatory retire­
ment age under the retirement system, provided such services shall not replace or dupli­
cate an existing office or position in the classified or unclassified service nor be considered 
an office or position under s. 63.03. 

(SO) BAIL BONDS. The authority of the county board to remit forfeited bond moneys 
to the bondsmen or their heirs or legal representatives, where such forfeiture arises as a 
result ,of failure of a defendant to appear and where such failure to appear is occasioned 
by a justifiable cause, is hereby confirmed. 

, (S5) AIR 'POLLUTION CONTROL. In any county, regulate by ordinance within the ter­
rHoriallimits of such county the ejection, discharge or emission into the open air of smoke 
and solids, liquids, gases, fumes, acids, blU'lling embers, sparks, particulate wastes or dusts, 
including their radioactive fractions or counterparts, from any chimney, smokestack, vent, 
fuel-burning eq1;lipment, open fire, apparatus, device, mechanism, substance, material or 
premises. In aid of such regulations, prescribe rules, regulations and standards governing 
processes, control equipment, and devices, application of fuels and raw materials to 
equipment and processes; prescribe fees for the examination of plans, inspections, tests, 
issuance of permits for equipment and certificates of operation; provide in such ordi­
nance for an appeal board and an advisory board and prescribe the powers of each; pre­
scribe penalties for violating such ordinance; provide for commencing actions to enjoin 
acts, threats of acts and the procuring 01' suffering of acts to be done in violation of such 
ordinance; and provide for a county department of ail' pollution control with necessary 
officers and assistants to perform any and all functions relating to enforcing such ordi­
nanc~. Such ordinance shall not supersede any town, village or city ordinance which has 
been ,or may be enacted and which is at least equally restrictive. 

(S6) GUARDIAN OF OR OONSERVATOR FOR COUNTY HOSPITAL PATIENTS. In any county 
having a population of 100,000 01' more, the county board may authorize the county as 
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a body corporate to act as guardian or conservator of the respective estates of patients 
in its COlUlty hospital or mental hospital, and also as guardians or conservators of the 
respective estates of residents of its county home or infirmary. 

Histon" 1961 c, 40, 41, 95, 155, 217, 325, 447, 496, 508, 540, 552, 594; 1963 c. 216, 222, 345, 
419. 

Cross Reference, As to payment of insurance premiums for employes, see also 66.185. 
Under (44) county corporation counsel Counties have specific authority to'dredge 

must be charged with duty of acting as legal and improve navigable waterways and to 
adviser to the county board, its committees, borrow money therefor. 50 Atty. Gen. 91. 
and county officers. He may not be limited County boards (other than j\Iil\vaukee 
to serving the county welfare department. county) do not have authority to establish 
49 Atty. Gen, 97. a children's home. 51 Atty. Gen. 184. 

59.08 Public work, how done; public emergencies. (1) All public work, including 
any contract for the construction, repair, remodeling' or improvement of any public work, 
building, or furnishing of supplies 01' material of any kind where the estimated cost of such 
work will exceed $1,000 shall be let by contract to tIle lo'west responsible bidder. '1'he 
contract shall be let and entered into pursuant to s. 66.29, except that the board may by 
a three-fourths vote of all the members entitled to a seat provide that any class of public 
work or any part thereof may be done directly by the county without submitting the 
same for bids. This section shall not apply to highway contracts which the county 
highway committee is authorized by law to let or make. 

(2) The provisions of sub. (1) are not mandatory for the repair or reconstruction of 
public facilities when damage or tlll'eatened damage thereto creates an emergimcy, as 
determined by resolution of the county board, in which the public health 01' welfare of 
the county is endangered. Whenever the county boatd by majority vote at a regulal; or 
special nleeting determines that an emergency no longer exists, this subsection no longer 
applies. ' 

59.083 Milwaukee county, consolidation of municipal services, home rule, metropol­
itan district. (1) Except as elsewhere specifically provided in these statutes, the county 
board of any county with a population of two hundred fifty thousand or more, is hereby 
vested with all powers of a local, legislative' and administrative character, including with­
out limitation or restriction because of enumeration, the subject matter of water, sewers, 
8tre.et8 and highways, fire, police, and health, aJld to carry out these powers in ,districts 
which it may create for different purposes, or throughout the county, and for such purpqses 
to l(;lvy county taxes to issue bonds, assessment certificates and improvement bond$i or any 
other evidence of indebtedness. '1'he powers hereby conferred may be exercised ,by the 
county board in any town, city or village, or part thereof located in such county upon the 
request of any such tow11, city or village, evidenced by a resolution adopted by a majority 
vote of the members-elect of its governing body, desig'nating' the particular function, duty 
or act, and the terms, if any, upon which the same shall be exercised by the cOl1nty boaru 
or by a similar resolution adopted by direct legislation in such town, city or village in the 
manner provided in section 10.43. Such resolution shall further provide whether the au~ 
thority or function is to be exercised exclusively by tIle county or jointly by the county 
and the town, city 02' village, and shall also find that the exercise of such po,\'er by' the 
county would be in the public interest. Upon the receipt of tIle resolution, the' cotmty 
board may, by a resolution adopted by a majority vote of its 111embership, elect toassnme 
the exercise of such function, upon the ter111s and conditions set forth in the resolutionl)re­
sen ted by the town, city or village. 

,(2) The county board of any snch county may, by a resolution adopted by a majdrity 
of its membership, propose to the towns, cities and villages located in such county" 'or any 
of them; that it offers to exercise such powers and functions therein in order to consolidate 
municipal services and functions in said county.' Such resolution shall designate the par" 
ticular.£1111ction, duty or act and the terms and conditions, if any, upon which the county 
board will perform the same. The powers conferred in subsection (1) and designated in 
such resolution may thereafter be exercised by the county board in each such town, city or 
village which shall accept such proposal by the adoption of a resolution by a majority vote 
of the members-elect of its governing body or by direct legislation in the manner provided 
in section 10.43 of the statutes. 

(3) Whenever the request under subsection (1) 01' acceptance under subsection (2) of 
a town, city or village shall be by resolution of its governing board, such i'equest 01' accept­
aJ1ce shall not go into effect until the expiration of sixty daysfro111 the adoption of the 
resolution. If a petition pursuant to section 10.43 for direct legislation on such request 
or acceptance shall be filed before the expiration of said sixty days, the 'resolution of the 
governing board shall be of no effect hut the request or acceptance of such town, city 01' 

village shall be determined by such direct legislation. ' . 
(4) After and upon the adoption of resolutions by the county board and subject to the 
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provisions of subsection (3) by one or more towns, cities or villages either as provided in 
subsection (1) or in subsection (2) the county board shall have full power to legislate upon 
and administer the entire subject matter committed to it, and among other things, to deter­
mine, where not otherwise provided by law, the manner of exercising the power thus as­
sumed. 

(5) The town, city or village concerned may enter into necessary contracts with the 
county, and appropriate money to pay to the county the reasonable expenses incurred by 
it in rendering the services assumed. Such expenses may be certified, returned and paid 
as are other county charges, and in the case of services performed pm'suant to a proposal 
for the consolidation thereof initiated by the county board and made available to each 
town, city and village in the county on the same terms, the expenses thereof shall be certi­
fied, returned and paid as county charges; but in the event that each and every town, city 
and village in the county shall accept such proposal of the county board the expenses 
1;hereof shall be paid by county taxes to be levied and collected as are other taxes for county 
purposes. Said towns, cities and villages are vested with all necessary power to do the 
things herein required, and to do all things and to exercise or relinquish any .of the powers 
herein provided or contemplated. The procedure herein provided for the request or ac­
ce'ptance of the exercise of the powers eonferred on the county board in cities and villages 
is hereby prescribed as a special method of determining the local affairs and government 
of such cities and villages pursuant to section 3 of article XI of the constitution. 

(6) The powers conferred by this section shall be in addition to all other grants of 
power and shall be limited only by express language. 

59.09 Publication of ordinances and proceedings. (1) Whenever any county board 
passes any ordinance under the provisions of this chapter the county clerk shall imme­
diately cause the same to be published in some newspaper published in such county, and if 
there is none, then in the paper which he determines has the most general circulation 
therein; and such clerk sllall procure and distribute copies of such paper to the several 
town clerks, who shall file the same in their respective offices. 

(2) Said board shall, by ordinance 01' resolution, provide for one publication of a cer­
tified copy of all its proceedings had at any meeting, regular or special, in one or more 
newspapers published and having a general circulation therein, said publication to be 
completed within sixty days after the adjoul'llment of each session. If no such newspaper 
is published in the county, then such publication shall be made in some newspaper pub­
lished in an adjoining county and having a general circulation in the county where such 
meeting was held; but the cost of any such publication under this subsection shall in no 
case exceed the rate per folio fixed by law for the publication of legal notices. 

(3) Said board may at any meeting, regular 01' special, provide by resolution for the 
publication in pamphlet form by the lowest and best bidder therefor, of a sufficient and 
designated number of copies of its duly certified proceedings, for general distribution. 

(4) Said board may order public notices relating to tax sales, redemption and other 
affairs of the county to be published in a newspaper printed in any other than the English 
language, to be designated in such order, whenever they shall deem it necessary for the 
better information of the inhabitants thereof, and it shall appeal' from the last previous 
census that one-fourth 01' more of the adult population of such county are of a nationality 
not speaking the English language, and that there shall have been a newspaper published 
therein continuously for one year or more in the language spoken by such nationality; but 
all such notices shall also be published in a. newspaper published in the English language 
as provided by law. The compensation for all such publications shall be paid by the 
county ordering the same, and shall be the same as that prescribed by law for publication 
in the English language; and no exti'a charge shall bE.' allowed for translation in any case. 
No irregularity, mistake or informality in any such publication shall affect the validity or 
regularity of any tax sales, redemptions ol'other legal proceedings. 

(5) (a) In counties having a population of two hundred fifty thousand or more, the 
county board of supervisors, at its annual meeting shall direct the county clerk to invite 
proposals from the English newspapers published daily in said county, for the pl~blica­
tion and printing of the proceedings of said board, and all other notices or advertisements 
as shall be authorized or required to be published or printed by the said board and all 
officers, boards and departments of said county, during the next ensuing year, which pub­
lications and advertising may be divided and classified if the said board shall so order. 

(b) Such· proposals shall name a price pel' folio, or shall name a price per folio pel' 
thousand of average daily circulation in such county for the period of six months next 
preceding the date of such proposals, as shown by the affidavit of an authOl'ized officel' 01' 

agent of such proponent, or shall name a price for such advertising space as may be re­
quired or oi'dered by said board at any time during the year for which awards sllaU be 
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made, or, at the option of the proponent, shall include any or ~ll of such separate, pro­
posals as aforesaid. 

(c) The said board may by resolution suspend the publication of proceedings i;n 
newspapers and provide for the printing thereof in pamphlet form until the furth!1r 
action of the board in relation thereto. Separate bids may be called for if so ordered bi 
said board, from printers in the county, for the printing of the proceedings of said county 
boftrd in pamphlet form in such qu:mtities as shall be determined by said board. 

(d) Each bid shall be accompanied by a certificate of the county treasurer that the 
bidder has deposited with him a United States bond, corporate surety bond or certified 
check in the sum of five hundred dollars, 01' the cash deposit of a like amount, conditioned 
that said bidder will, if successful, enter into a contract as provided in the resolution of 
said board or invitation for such bids. The county clerk shall on the date named in said' 
invitation for qids, in the presence of the committee on printing and stationery of said: 
board, open all such proposals and enter upon his minutes a record thereof, all of which 
shall be reported to the board at its next meeting, together witll the recommendations ()f 
said committee. The said board shall thereupon consider such proposals and by its reso­
lution designate and award such advertising and printing to the lowest bidder 01' to the 
lower bidder based upon a rate pel' thousand of averag'e daily circulation in such cOlmty,. 
or said board may award such publication and printing to the lowest bidder and also 
to the lowest bidder per thousand of average daily circulation as aforesaid, or said board' 
may award any division or classification of such pUblication and printing made under the 
provisions hereof, to the lowest bidder and award the remaining division or divisions, 01' 

classification, to the lowest bidder pel' thousand of circulation aforesaid. In theevellt 
that said board shan elect to print its proceedings in pamphlet form only, the invitation 
for bids and the award may ]Je made to the lowest responsible bidder, at a rate pel; folio, 
or per page, or such other basis as said board shall determine. ' . ". " 

(e) Upon the award of the contract, or contracts, the dcposits of lmSU(Jcessfulbid-, 
del'S, and upon execution of proper contracts ,by successful bidders, the deposits shall 
severally be returned. The contract, or contracts, shall be accompanied by a good .and 
sufficient 1JOnd in such amount as shall be fixed by said board conditional for the faithful 
performance <,>f such contract. ' . ' . 

, (f) The said board of supervisors may, in lieu of the foregoing provisions, provide by' 
ordinance, a method of printing and publication of its proceedings and notices, and the 
method of obtainirig bids and contracts therefor. 

(g) In any case where it shall be deemed advisable, the county board may pi'ovide 
for further or additional publication of notices in appropriate trade mediums. ' 

(h) The rates provided by s. 331.25 [985.08] for legal notices shall not apply to 
printing or publications heretmder. 

59.10 Neglect of duty. Any supervisor who refuses 01' neglects to perform any of 
the duties which are required of him by law as a member of the county hoard. of super­
visors, .without just cause therefor, shall for each such refusal or neglect forfeit a sum of 
not less than fifty nor more than two hundred dollars. 

59.11 Oounty seat; change. (1) The county seat shall be fixed a'nd designated by 
the county board at the first regular meeting after the organization of any county; and 
no county seat shall be changed except as provided in this section. 

(2) If two-fifths of the legal voters of any county, to be determined by the poll li<;ts 
of the last previous ge~leral election held therein, the names of which voters shall appeal" 
on SOme one of the poll lists of said election, shall present to the county board Ii petitiou 
signeclby them asking-a change of the county seat to some other place desigilated iii sucn 
petition, such board shall submit the questioll of removal of the county seat toa vote of 
the qualified voterr; of the county. Such election shall be. held only on the day of the 
general election, notice thert'of shall be given and .the same shall be conducted as in' the 
case of the election of officers on that day, and the votes shall be, canvassed, certified and 
returned in the same mannet as other votes at such election. The question to bE! submitted 
shall 1Je "Shall the county seat .of .... county be removed to .... ," and the ballots on 
such question shall be deposited iIi a separate ballot 1Jox.' ' 

(3) If a majority of all the. votes east at such election on that subject are 'in . favor of 
the proposed change, the chairman of the county board shall certify the samei. with the: 
attestation of the county clerk, to ~he governor, who thereupon shall issue his proclamation 
to that effect and cause the same to be published in the official state paper, and from the 
date of such publication tIle place, so designated sball be tIle county seat of 'sllch county, 
and the county board shall not again submit the question of removal within five years. i 

(4) However, when a county seat has. been established. in one place for a period of 
fifteen years or more, and the countY'ihas .thereerectecl permanent buildings oftheva)-,ne 
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of not less than ten thousand dollars, the county seat shall not be removed, nor shall any 
application for its removal be submitted to a vote of the electors of the county unless a 
petition Rigned by at least one-half of the resident freeholders of the county as evidenced 
by the recorded deeds in the office of the register of deeds of the county, in favor of such 
removal, shall first be presented to the county board and filed in the office of the county 
clerk; and no such election to change any county seat shall be held for a period of five 
years after the year in which a courthouse or other county building costing three thousand 
dollars or more was built at the county seat and occupied for county purposes. 

59.12 County officers; terms. ,A county clerk, treasurer, sheriff, coronel', clerk of 
circuit court, district attorney, register of deeds and surveyor shall be elected in each 
county for full terms at the general election held in each even-fiumbered year. The regular 
term of office of each such officer shall commence on the first Monday of January next 
succeeding his election and shall continue 2 years and until his successor qualifies. In 
any county containing one town only, the county board may, by resolution, designate any 
county office a part-time position, combine 2 or more county offices, and, if concurred in 
by the town board, combine the offices of county clerk and town clerk and any other 
county and town offices, provided that the offices combined are not incompatible and the 
combination is not expressly forbidden by law. If the town board so concurs, the elec­
tion shall be for the combined office and no separate election for the town office shall be 
held until after the county board hM by resolution decided to abandon such combination 
and the town board has concurred by resolution. 

HistOl'Y: 1963 c. 375. 

59.13 Official oaths and bonds. (1) Each county officer named in this chapter shall 
execute and file an official bond and take and file the official oath within twenty days after 
receiving official notice of his election or appointment, or if not officially notified, within 
twenty days after the commencement of the term for which he was elected or appointed. 
Every deputy appointed by any such officer shall take and file the official oath and if he 
neglects shall forfeit one hundred dollars. Such official bonds shall be in sums and with 
sureties, as follows: 

(a). County clerk, not less than two thousand dollars. 
; (b) County treasurer, if the bond is furnished by individual sureties, not less than 

the amount nor exceeding twice the amount of all taxes directed by the county board to 
be levied therein and to be received by the treasurer during the ensuing year, with 3 01' 

more sureties; or, if the bond is furnished by a surety company in an amount not less than 
10 pel' cent of all taxes directed by the county board to be levied therein, and to be re­
ceived by the treasurer during the ensuing year, or $500,000, whichever is smaller. 

(c) Sheriff, not less than five nor more than twenty-five thousand dollars, with not less 
than three sureties. 

(d) Coronel', not less than five hundred nor more than ten thousand dollars, with not 
less than two sureties.· 

(e) Clerk of the circuit court, not less than five thousand dollars, with two or more 
sureties. . 

(f) District attorney, one thousand dollars. . 
(g) Register of deeds, in counties containing less than 150,000 population, $3,000, with 

2 or more sureties. In counties containing 150,000 or more population, not less .than 
$3,000, with 2 or more sureties, conditioned for the accuracy of his work and the faith~ 
ful, correct and impartial performance of his duties, and in addition thereto a bond of. 
not less than $10,000, with.2 .01' more sureties, conditioned·for the faithful accounting for 
and paying over to the county treasnrer all moneys which may come into his hands as such 
officer, 01' into the hands of his deputy or assistants for him. 

(h) Surveyor, one thousand dollars. 
(i) County abstractor, five thouslmd dollars, with two or more sureties. 
(2) Each such official bond shall be in sum fixed by law; or if not so fixed, in sum 

fixed by resolution of the county board, within the limitations prescribed by law, if any, 
at the annual meeting in November prior to the commencement of the term of office of the 
particular officer. Both the bond and the sufficiency of the sureties thereto shall be ap· 
pJ:oved by a committee consisting of the chairman and not less than two other members 
of the county .board who shall report in writing' their action on all bonds. . 

(3) Each sl,ch bond shall be guaranteed by th!' number of personal sureties prescribed 
bylaw, or if not prescribed, 'by the number fixed by the county board within the limita­
tions, if aily, prescrioed hy law, 'or by a surety cO:Qlpany as provided by s. 204.07. In the 
case of the county clerk, county treasurer and county abstractor the county board may by 
llesolution require them to furnish bonds guaranteed by surety companies and direct that 
the premiums be paid as pl'O'\rided in s. 19.01 (8). 
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(4) If it deems the bond of any officer insufficient, the county board may by resolu­
tion require him to furnish additional bond in sum to be named in the resolution, not ex­
ceeding ten thousand dollars for the register of deeds of any county with a population of 
less than one hundred fifty thousand, and not exceeding the maximum sum, if any, fixed 
by law for additional bonds for other officers. 

59.14 Offices where kept; when open. (1) Every sheriff, clerk of the circuit court, 
register of deeds, county treasurer, register of probate and county clerk shall kecp his 
office at the county seat in the offices provided by the county or by special provision of 
law; or if there is none, then at such place as the county board directs. The county board 
may also require any elective or appointive county official to keep his office at the county 
seat in an office to be providqd by the county. All such officers shall keep such offices open 
during' the usual business hours each day, Sundays excepted, and except that the county 
board of each county may permit said officers to close their offices on Saturday or on legal 
holidays for such time as the county board directs, and with proper care shall open to the 
examination of any person all books and papers required to be kept in his office and per­
mit any person so examining to take notes and copies of such books, records, papers or 
minutes therefrom. 

(2) If any such officer neglects or refuses to comply with any of the provisions of 
this section he shall forfeit five dollars for each day snch noncompliance continues. Ae­
tions for the collection of such forfeiture may be brought upon the complaint of the dis­
trict attorney of the proper county or of any party aggrieved by such refusal or neglect. 

59.15 Compensation, fees, salaries and traveling expenses of officials and employes. 
(1) ELECTIVE OFFICI.ALS. (a) The board shall, prior to the earliest time for filing nomina­
tion papers for any elcctive office to be voted on in the county (other than supervisors and 
circuit judges), which officer is paid in whole or part from the county treasury, establish 
the total annual compensation for services to be paid him (exclusive of reimbursements for 
expenses out-of-pocket provided for in sub. (3». The annual compensation may be es­
tablished by resolution or ordinance, on a basis of straight salary, fees, or part salary and 
part fees, and if the compensation established is a salary, or part salary and part fees, 
it shall be in lieu of all fees, including per diem and other forms of compensation for serv­
ices rendered, except those specifically reserved to the officer in such resolution or ordi­
nance. The compensation established shall not be increased nor diminished during the 
officer's term and shall remain for ensuing terms unless changed by the board. 

(b) Any officer authorized or required to collect fees appertaining to his office shan 
keep a complete record of all fees received in the form prescribed by the board and shall 
file a record of the total annual receipts in the clerk's office within 20 da.ys of the close of 
the calendar year or at such other times as the board requires. Any officer on a salary basis 
or part fees and part salary shall colleet all fees authorized by law appertaining to his office 
and shall remit all fees not specifically reserved to him by enumeration in the compensa­
tion established by the board pursuant to par. (a) to the treasurer at the end of each month 
unless a shorter period for remittance is otherwise provided. 

(2) ApPOINTIVE OFFICI.ALS, DEPUTY OFFICERS AND EMPLOYES. (a) The board has the 
powers set forth in this subsection and sub. (3) as to any office, board, commission, com­
mittee, position or employe in county service (other than elective offices included under 
sub. (1), supervisors and circuit judges) created under any statute, the salary or com­
pensation for which is paid in whole or in part by the county, and the jurisdiction and 
duties of which lie within the county or any portion thereof and the powers confelTed 
by this section shall be in addition to all other gTants of power and shall be limited only 
by express language. 

(b) The board may abolish, create or re-establish any· such office, board, commISSIOn, 
committee, position or employment, and may transfer the functions, duties, responsibil­
ities and privileges to any other ag'ency including a committee of the board except as to 
boards of trustees of county institutions. 

(c) The board may provide, fix or change the salary or compensation of any such of­
fice,board, commission, committee, position, employe or deputies to elective officers with­
out regard to the tenure of the incumbent (except as provided in par. (d» and also estab" 
lish the number of employes in any department or office including deputies to elective 
officers, and may establish regulations of employment for any person paid from the county 
treasury, but no action of the board shall be eontrary to or in derogation of the rules and 
regulations of the state department of public welfare pursuant to s. 49.50 (2) to (5)re­
lating' to employes administering old-age assistance, aid to dependent children, aid to the 
blind and aid to totally and permanently disabled persons or ss. 63.01 to 63.17. 

(d) The board or any board, cOlllmission, committee or any agency to which the board 
or statutes has de.legated the authority to manage and control any institution or depart-
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ment of the county government may contract for the services of employes, setting up the 
hours, wages, duties and terms of employment for periods not to exceed 2 years. 

(e) The board may also provide and appropriate moneys for an employe awards 
program to encourage and to reward unusual and meritorious suggestions and accomplish­
ments by county employes. 

(3) REIMBURSEMENT FOR EXPENSE. The board may provide for reimblU'sement to 
any elective officer, deputy officer, appointive officer 01' employe of any expense out-of­
pocket incurred in the discharge of his duty in addition to his salary or compensation, 
including without limitation because of enumeration, traveling expenses within 01' with­
out the county 01' state, tuition costs incurred in attending courses of instruction clearly 
related to his employment, and the board may establish standard allowances for mileage, 
room and meals, the purposes for which such allowances may be made, and determine the 
reasonableness and necessity for such reimbursements, and also establish in advance a 
fair Tate of compensation to be paid to the sheriff for the board and care of prisoners in 
the county jail at county expense. 

(4) INTERPRETATION. In the event of conflict between this section and any other 
statute, this section to the extent of such conflict shall prevail. 

Hist01';v1 1961 c. 311, 442, 495. 
County board has power to decrease sal­

ary of an undersheriff without limit and 
without regard to the tenure of the appoint­
ing sheriff and may abolish the position if 
action is not based on fraud, and is not 
arbitrary. 49 Atty. Gen. 26. 
, Discussion of ch. 315, Laws 1959, regard­
ing court reorganization and its effect on 

fees and compensation of clerk of circuit 
court. 50 Atty. Gen. 183. 

See note to 253.07, citing 51 Atty. Gen. 
203. 

Pursuant to 27.015, 27.02, 59.15 (2) (b), 
and 114.14 county parks and airports may 
be opera ted through committees of tll'e 
county board. 52 Atty. Gen. 69. 

59.16 County clerk; deputies; salaries; vacancies. (1) Every county clerk shall 
appoint in writing one or more deputies and file such appointment in his office. Such 
deputy or deputies shall aid in the performance of the duties of such clerk under his direc­
tion, and in case of his absence 01' disability or of a vacancy in his office, unless another is 
appointed therefor as provided in subsection (3), shall perform all the duties of such 
clerk during such absence or until such vacancy is filled. The county board may in its 
discretion, at any meeting, provide a salary for such deputy 01' deputies. 

(2) In each county baving a population exceeding one hundred and fifty thousand 
according to the last state 01" national census, the county clerk may also appoint such 
number of assistants as the county board may, at any legal meeting thereof, authorize and 
prescribe, and said assistants shall receive such salaries as said county board at any such 
meeting shall provide and fix. 

(3) If any county clerk is incapable of discharging the duties of his office the county 
board may, if they see fit, appoint a person such clerk, who shall serve until such dis­
ability is removed. If the county board is not in session at the time of such incapacity, 
the chairman of said board may appoint such clerk, whose term shall not extend beyond 
the next regular 01' special meeting of the county board. A person so appointed or 'ap­
pointed to fill a vacancy in the office of county clerk, upon giving an official bond with like 
sureties as are required of such clerk, shall perform all the duties of such office; and 
thereupon the powers and duties of the deputy of the last clerk shall cease. 

59.17 County clerk; duties. The county clerk shall: 
(1) COUNTY BOARD PROOEEDINGS. Act as clerk of the county board at all the meetings 

thereof; keep and record in a book therefor true minutes of all the proceedings of the 
/Joard; make regular entries of their resolutions and decisions upon all questions; record 
the vote of each supervisor on any question submitted to the board, if required by any 
member present, and perform all duties prescribed by lawaI' required by the board in 
connection with their meetings and transactions. 

(2) SAllIE. Record at length in a book therefor every resolution, order and ordinance 
adopted or passed by the board. 

(3) SAME. Sign ~ll orders for the payment of money directed by the board to be 
issued, and keep in a book tllel'efol' a true and correct account thereof, and of the name 
of the person to whom each order is issued; but he shall in no case sign or issue any 
county order except upon a recorded vote or resolution of the board authorizing the saine; 
nor shall he sign or issue any such order for the payment of the services of any jllstice 
of the peace, magistrate, clerk of court, district attorney or sheriff until the person claim­
ing such order files an affidavit stating that he has paid into the county treasury all 
moneys due the county and collected or received by him in his official capacity j nor shall 
he sign 01' issue any order for the payment of money for any purpose in excess of the 
flmds appropriated for such purpose unless first authorized by a resolution passed by 
the county board pursuant to section 65.90 (5). 
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(4) AOCOUNTS. File and preserve in his office all accounts acted upon by the board, 
and indorse their action thereon, designating specifically upon every account the amount 
allowed, if any, and the particular items or charges for which allowed, and such as were 
disallowedj if any'. 

(5) RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS. Record in a book therefor the reports of the county 
ti'easurer of the receipts and disbursements of the county. 

(6) SAME. Keep ,a tnte and aCcUl'ate account in a book therefor of all money which 
comes into his hands by virtue of his office, specifying the date of every receipt 01' pay~ 
merit, the person from or to whom the same was received or paid, and the purpose of each 
particular receipt ordisbursemimt, and keep such book at all times open to the inspection 
of the county board or any member thereof. 

, (7) SAME. Keep in the manner prescribed in subsection (6) Ii separate account of all 
moneys paid the county treasurer by him. . 
, (S) SA![E. Ieeep all of the accounts of the county and all such books of account as the 
county board directs. 
, . (9) ACTIONS ; NOTIFY DISTRICT ,ATTORNEY. Promptly notify the district attol'lley of 
every action 01' proceeding comnienced against the county and of every appeal from the 
actio:p. of the county board. 

(10) ::3CHOOL TAXES, RECORDS TO STATE SUPERINTENDENT. Transmit to the state super­
intendent on the last Monday in December in each year certified copies of all l'esolutions 
and proceedings of the county board passed 01' had during the preceding year relating 
to the raising of any money for school purposes, and report the amount to be raised in 
each town in the county . 

. (11) SCHOOL MONEYS, NOTICE OF APPORTIONMENT. File in his office every notice re­
ceived from the state superintendent of the apportionment of school money to be dis­
tributed in the county, and forthwith transmit a certified copy thereof to the county 
treasurer, and lay a like copy before the county board at their next annual meeting. 

(12) VILLAGES, TOWNS; CHANGE OF NAME. Immediately transmit to the secretary of 
state, after the name of any town or village is changed ora new tOWll is organized or the 
boundaries of any town are altered by the county board, a certified copy of the ordinance 
adopted therefor, indicating such change or changes. 

(13) DUPLICATE RECEIPTS. Make out and deliver to the treasurer duplicate receipts 
6f all moneys received by him as such clerk, and countersign and file in his office the 
duplicate receipts' delivered to him by the treasurer of money received by him. 

(14) CERTIFIED COPIES; OATHS AND BONDS; SIGNATURES. (a) Make and deliver to any 
person, on demand and payment of the .lawful fees therefor, a certified copy or transcript 
oiany book,record, account; file 01' paper in his office, and make any certificate '\\Thich 
by law is declared to be evidence, and charge ten cents for each folio of such copy or 
transcript and twenty-five cents for each such certificate. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided, the county clerk shall receive and file the official 
oaths and bonds of all county officers and upon request shall certify under his signature and 
seal the official capacity and authority of any county officer so filing and charge therefor 
the statutory fee. Upon the commencement of each term every county clerk shall file his 
signature and the impression of his official seal in the office of the secretary of state. 

, (15) TAXES; ELECTION DUTIES. Perform all duties imposed on him in relation to the 
assessment. and collection of taxes, and to the preparation and distribution of ballots and 
the canvass and. retul'll of votes at general, judicial and special elections. 
'(16) REPORT, RECEIPTS AND DISB~JRSEMENTS TO .COUNTY BOARD. Make a full report to 

the 'county board,. at the annual meeting or at any other regular meeting of the county 
board when so stipulated by the board, in writing, verified by his oath, of all money re­
ceivecl anddisbU1'se~ by him, and separately of all fees received by him; and settle with 
the board his official accounts and produce to them all books, accounts and vouchers re-
lating to t4e same. , . 

(17). PROCEEDINGS TO HISTORICAL SOCIETY. Forward to the state historical society, 
postpaid,. within thirty days after their publication a copy of the proceedings of the 
cO.l1nty I,JOard, and of all printed reports made under authority of such board or by the 
3.11thori ty of other county officers. 

'. ;(IS).COUNTY HIGHWAY COMMISSIONER; NOTIFY OF ELEOTION. Except in counties hav­
ing a population of one hundred and fifty thousand or more, notify a county commissioner 
of highways 6f his election within ten days thereafter. 
. : (19) COUNTY TAX: FOR ROAD ANI? BRIDGE FUND. Except in counties having a population 
of one hundred !mc1 fifty' thousand or more, notify the proper town officers of the levy 
and rate of any tax for the county road and bridge fund. . 
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(20) LIST OF MUNICIPAL OFFICERS. Each county clerk shall, annu,ally, on the first 
Tuesday of June, transmit to the secretary of state a· typewritten or printed list showing 
the name and post-office address of the chairman, mayor, president, clerk, treasurer and 
assessor of each town, city and village within his county. Such lists shall be placed on file 
for the information of the public. 

(25) GENERAL. Perform all other duties required of him by law. 

59.175 Clerks of counties containing state institutions to make claims in certain' 
cases. The county clerk of any county, where such county 'is entitled to reimbursement 
as provided in s. 16.51 (7), shall make certified claim against the state, withoutdiree­
tion from the county board, in all cases where such reimbursement is directed in said sub­
section, upon forms prescribed by the department of administration and to contain stich 
information as shall be required by him; such claims to be filed with the statedepartilient 
of public welfare on or before June first of each year. If the clai:ins are app:roved by' such 
department they shall be certified to the department of administration and paid from the 
appropriations made by s. 20.550 (3). 

59.18 County treasurer; eligibility. No person holding the office of sheriff, under­
sheriff, county judge, district attorney, clerk of the circuit court, county clerk or member 
of the county board shall be eligible to the office of county treasurer 01' deputy countytreas-, 
urer. 

59.19 Deputies; oath; salary; temporary vacancy. (1) The county treasurer may 
appoint in writing one or more deputies to aiel him in the discharge of the duties of ·his 
office. Such deputy 01' deputies, in the absence of the treasurer from his office or in case of 
a vacancy in said office 01' any disability of the treasurer to perform the duties of his office, 
unless another is appointed therefor as provided in sub. (2), may perform all the ,duties 
of the office of treasurer until such vacancy is filled or such disability ,is removed. The 
person 01' persons so appointed shall take and file the official oath. They shall file their 
appointment with the county clerk. The county board may, in its discretion,at ;its annual 
meeting 01' at any special meeting, provide a salary for each such (ieputy.. .....• 

(2) 1£ any county treasurer is incapable of discharging the . duties of; his ,~ffice, the 
county board ma,y, if they .see fit, appoint a person treasurer who shall sel'Ye untilsuGh 
disability is removed. A person so appointed or appointed to fill a vacancy in the 9ffice 
of treasurer, upon giving an official bond with like sureties as are required of such' tl;eas­
urer, shall perform all the duties of such office, and thereupon the powei's and duties' of 
any deputy performing' the duties of the last treasurer shall cease. . . .' 

59.20 County treasurer; duties. The county treasurer shall: 
(1) Receive all moneys from all sources belonging to the county, and all other moneys 

which by statute or county ordinance are directed to be paid to him, and, except in coun­
ties having a population of 500,000 or more in the case of the payment. of delinquent 
property taxes or the redemption of tax sales, and the sale or assignment qf property for 
taxes at or after tax sale, make out and deliver to the county clerk d,lplica,te receipts 
therefor, and file in his office the duplicate receipts delivered to .4im by the county.clerk 
for money received by him. In the case of the exception hereinabove provided, the cpunty 
treasurer shall file a duplicate receipt in bis office. ' ., ,!', 

(2) Payout all moneys belongiJig to the county only on the order of thecOllntfboal'd, 
signed by the county clerk andcountersig'ned by the chairman, except when. specialpi;o­
vision for the payment thereof is otherwise made by law; and, except ili counties having 
a population of 500,000 or more, payout all moneys belonging to the cOlmty l'oad' and 
bridge fund on the written order of the county commissioner of highways, signed' by the 
county clerk alid countersigned by the chairman of the county board. . '. 

(3) Pay all such county orders in the order of time in \vhiilh tbey ai'epi'esei1fedf6t 
payment; but where two or more are presented at the same time, give precedence' to' the 
order of the oldest date, but hfJ shall receive of town, city and village treaf:lUl'ers alLconnty 
orders issued in such county, which such treasurers may present in payment 0:1; county 
taxes, to the amount of the county taxes actually collected by any such treasurer in the y~ar 
for which such orders are offered in payment, which amount sliaU. he. c1eterminedl~y;th~ 
affidavit of such treasurer. . . 
. (4) Keep a true and correct aCcolmt of the receipt and eipenditl1l'e of ali.ll)i~neys 
which come into his hands by vu-tue of his office in books kept therefor, .specify~ng t,he 
date of every receipt 01' payment, the person from or to whom the same was :l'el'ewed N' 
paid, and the purpose of each particular receipt or payment; keep also.in like m!\nneJ; a 
separate account of all fees received, a separate account of all moneys.received f9r taxes, 
and a separate account of money received upon redemption of landt'i .frol1)SllleE? thereof 
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for nonpayment of taxes, fUl'ther specifying in the two last accounts the description of 
the property on account of which snch money was paid, which books shall be open at all 
times to the inspection of the county board or any member thereof and to all the county 
and state officers; make in writing a fully itemized statement and report, verified by his 
oath, to such board on the first day of their annnalmeeting and at such other times as they 
may direct, of all moneys of "ilJatsoever nature received and disbursed by him; exhibit 
his vouchers therefor to be audited and allowed, and settle with them his accounts as 
treasurer; and exhibit to the board all moneys in his custody or under his control as treas­
urer, and, if required, make oath that such llloneys are the funds of the county. 

(5) Transmit to the state treasUl'er at the time he is required by law to pay the state 
taxes a particular statement, certified by his affidavit indorsed upon or attached thereto, of 
all moneys received by him during the preceding year and which are payalJle to the state 
treasurer for licenses, fines, penalties, or on any other account, and at the same time pay 
to the state treasurer the amount thereof after deducting the legal fees. 

(6) Cause to be insured, when directed by the county board, at the expense of the 
county, the county buildings or any of them in the name of the county; and, in case of 
loss, demand and receive the money due on account of such insurance for the use of the 
county; and all such money shall be applied to rebuilding or repairing such county build­
ings. 

(7) Make annually, on the third Monday of March, a certified statement, and forward 
the same to each town, city and village clerks in his county, showing the amount of money 
paid from the county treasury during the year next preceding to each such town, city and 
village treasurer in his county, specifying the date of each payment, the amount thereof 
and the account upon which the same was made; and it shall be unlawful for any county 
treasurer to pay to the treasurer of any town any money in his hands belonging to such 
town from the third Monday of March until ten days after the annual town meeting ex­
cept upon the written order of the town board. 

(8) Retain 10 per cent for fees in receiving and paying into the state treasury all 
moneys received by him for the state for fines and penalties, except that 50 per cent of 
the fines and penalties under chs. 341 to 349 shall be retained as fees, and retain such 
other fees for receiving' and paying money into the state treasury as are prescribed by law; 

(9) Make and deliver to any person on demand and payment of the lawful fees there" 
for a certified copy or transcript of any hook, record, account, file or paper in his office 
and make any certificate which by law is declared to be evidence, and collect as fees there­
for ten cents for each folio of any copy or transcript and twenty-five cents for each cer­
tificate. 

(10) On the first day of each month pay into the county treasury the whole amount of 
fees received by him. 

(11) Pay to the state treasurer on his order all state suit tax moneys received from 
the clerk of the circuit court pUl'suant to s. 59.395 (5) after adjustments for transfer of 
cases between the circuit and county court, and if any such moneys remain in his hands 
when he is required to pay the state tax, pay such moneys therewith to the state treasurer. 

(12) Perform all other duties required of him by law. 
(13) If his county receives national forest income, make distribution thereof to the 

towns in the county wherein national forest lands are situated, each town to receive such 
proportion thereof as the area of national forest lands therein bears to the area of such 
lands in the entire county. Fifty pel' cent of the amount received by it shall be ex­
pended by the town exclusively for the benefit of roads therein and the remaining 50 
pel' cent thereof shall be allotted by the town treasurer to school districts in the town 
for school purposes as provided by s. 60.29 (42). . 

History, 1963 c. 427, 430. 

59.21 Sheriff; undersheriff; deputies. (1) Within 10 days after entering upon the 
duties of his office the sheriff shall appoint some proper person, resident of his county, 
undersheriff, provided that in selecting ~uch undershel'iff, in counties where the sheriff's 
department is under civil service the sheriff, in conformity with county ordinance, may 
grant a leave of absence to a deputy sheriff, and appoint him undersheriff, or to any other 
position in the sheriff's department, on request of such appointee, and upon acceptance 
of such new appointment and duties, and after completion thereof, such appointee shall 
immediately be returned to his deputy sheriff position and continue therein without loss 
of any rights under the civil service law; the sheriff, however, may not grant such leave 
of absence to a deputy sheriff until he first secures the consent of the county board by 
resolution duly adopted by the county board, provided that in counties with a population 
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of 500,000 or more the appointment of an undel'sheriff shall be optional; and within such 
time the sheriff shall appoint deputy sheriffs for his county as follows: 

(a) One for each city and village therein having one thousand or more inhabitants. 
(b) One for each assembly district therein, except .the district in which the undeJ'­

sheriff resides, which contains an incorporated village having less than one thousand in­
habitants and does not contain a city or incorporated village having more than one thou­
sand inhabitants. 

(c) Each deputy shall reside in the city or village for which he is appointed, or if ap­
pointed for an assembly district, shall reside in the village in such district. 

(2) He may appoint as many other deputies as he may deem proper. 
(3) He may fill vacancies in the office of any such appointee, and may appoint a per­

son to take the place of any undersheriff or deputy who becomes incapable of executing 
the duties of his office. 

(4) A person appointed undersheriff 01' deputy for a regular term or to fill a vacancy 
01' otherwise shall hold office during the pleasure of the sheriff. 

(5) The sheriff 01' his undersheriff may also depute in writing other persons to do 
particular acts. 

(6) Every appointment of an undersheriff or deputy, except deputations to do a par~ 
ticular act, and every revocation of such appointment shall be in writing and be filed and 
recorded in the office of the clerk of the circuit court. 

(7) In case of a vacancy in the office of sheriff the undersheriff shall in all things 
and with like liabilities and penalties execute the duties of such office until the vacancy is 
filled as provided by law. 

(8) (a) In counties having a population of less than 500,000, the county board may 
by ordinance fix the number of deputy sheriffs to be appointed in said county which num­
ber shall not be less than that required by sub. (1) (a) and (b), and fix the salary of such 
deputies; and may further provide by ordinance, that deputy sheriff positions shall be 
filled by appointment by the sheriff from a list of 3 persons for each position, such list to 
consist of the 3 candidates who shall receive the highest rating in a competitive examina­
tion of persons res.iding in such county for at least one full year prior to the date of such 
examination. Such competitive examinations may be by a county civil service commis­
sion or by the department of administration at the option of the county board and it shall 
so provide by ordinance. The department of administration shall upon request of the 
county board conduct such examination according to the methods used in examinations for 
the state civil service and sball certify an eligible list of 3 names for each position to the 
sheriff of such county who shall thereupon make an appointment from such list to fill 
such position within 10 days after the receipt of such eligible list. The county for which 
such examination is conducted shall pay the cost thereof. In the event that a civil service 
commission is decided upon for the selection of deputy sheriffs, then the provisions of 
ss. 63.01 to 63.17 shall apply so far as consistent with this subsection, except ss. 63.03, 
63.04 and 63.15 and except the provision governing minimum compensation of the come 
missioners. The ordinance or an amending ordinance may provide for employe grievance 
procedures and disciplinary actions, for hours of work, for tours of duty according to 
seniority and for other administrative regulations. County board provisions consistent 
herewith and existing on July 25, 1951 are validated. . 

(b) 1. The persons appointed shall hold the office of deputy sheriff on good behavior. 
In any county operating under this subsection, but not under s. 59.07 (20), whenever 
the sheriff or undersheriff 01' a majority of the members of a civil service commission for 
the selection of deputy sheriffs believes that a deputy has acted so as to show him to be 
incompe~ent to perform his duties or to have merited suspension, demotion or dismissal 
he shall report in Wl'iting to the gl'ievance committee setting forth specifically his com­
plaint, and, when the party filing the complaint is a shCl'iff or lUldersheriff, may slisperid 
'or demote the officer at the time such complaint is filed. The grievance committee shall be 
appointed in the same manner and at the same time as standing committees of the county 
board of supervisors are appointed. The committee may be made up of members of the 
county hoard or other electors of the county, or both. Such members shall be paid in the 
same manner as members of other county board committees. . 

2. The grievance committee shall forthwith notify the accused officer of the filing of 
the charges and 011 request furnish him with a copy of the same. 

3. The grievance committee shall, if the officer requests a hearing, appoint a time 
and place for the heal'ing of the charges, the time to be within 3 weeks after the filing 
of such request for a hearing and the committee shall notify the shel'iff or undersheriff or 
the members of the civil service commission, whichever filed the complaint with the com­
.mittee, and the accused of the time and place of such hearing. If the accused officer makes 
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noreqil~st to the grievance committee, then the committee may. take whatever action they 
deem justifiable on the basis of the charges filed and shall issue an order in writing as pro~ 
vided in sub. (5). The committee may take testimony at the hearing, and any testimony 
taken shall be transcribed. The chairman of the cOlllmittee shall issue subpoenas for the 
attendance' of such witnesses as may be requested by the accused. Subpoenas shall be 
served in the :same' manner as in justice court. , ' 

4. At such, hearing the chairman of the committee shall possess authority to maintain 
order and 'enforce obedience to' his lawful requirements and if any person at the hearing 
shall conduct himself, ina disorderly manner, and after, notice from the chairman' shall 
persist therein, the chairman may order him to withdraw from the, hearing, and on his 
ref~ls,almay ordCl~ the sheriff or other, person, to take him into custody until the hearing 
iq adjourned for t1~at" day. , ' , " 

5. At the termination of the hearing the grievance committee shall determine in, writ­
ing whetheJ; or not the charge is well founded and shall take such action by way of sus­
pension, demotion, discharg'e or'reinstat,ement as it may deem requisite and proper under 
the circumstances and file the same with the secretal'y of the committee. 

6. The accnsedmay appeal from the order to the circuit court by serving written 
notice thereof on the secretary of the committee within 10 days after the order is filed. 
Within 5 ,days thereafter, the board shall certify to the clerk ,of the circuit court the 
record of the proceedings, including all doclUnents, testimony and minutes. The action 
shaH then be at issue and shall have precedence over any other cause of a different natlU'e 
pendi)1gjn ,the court, which shall always be open to the trial thereof. The comt shall upon 
applicationqf the, accus,edor of thebo,arcl fix a date of trial, which shall not be later than 
15 days after sllCh application except by agreement. The trial shall be by the court and 
upon the return of the ,board, except that the COlU't may require further retul'1l or the 
taking arid i'eturn o,ff1irtherevidence by the board. The question to be determined by 
the court'shall be: Upon the evidence was the ordei of the board reasonable 7 No costs 
shaH be allOwed either party and the clerk's fees shall be paid by the county. If the order 
of the committee is'l'eyersed, the accused shall be forthwith reinstated and entitled to his 
pay as though in continuous service; If. the order of the committee is sllstained it shall 
befinaliuld conclusive; 

(c) The county lJoard6f any county adopting the ordinance provided for in thi!3 sub­
sectioIi may provide that any deputy sheriff acting as such Il.t the time of such adoption 
shall be eligible to SllCh appointment without examination. 

(~m) Any county board may, by a majority vote, est a blish by ordinance in connec­
tion with the adoption of an ordinance providing for civil service selection and temii'e 
Of deputy sheriffs 1inder pars. (a) and (b) or by amendment to such an ordinance pre­
viously adopted, a traffic, division of the sheriff's department and fix the number of 
deputy sheriffs as traffic patro~l1len alld other employes in said division in which case s. 
83'.016 shall become inoperative as to that county. The lJoard in such ordinance shall 
furthe'r provide that the personnel in such traffic division of the sheriff's department 
shall be appointed and hold their positions in: the manner and under the conditions set 
fCll'th in pars. (a) and (b). The county boardniay also provide that traffic patrolmen 
who have beenappoihted pursuant to s. 83.016 and who are employed by the county 
at the time 6f, the adoption of such ordinance pursuant to this subsection establishing a 
ti;a:ffic 'division in 'the sheriff's department and providing civil service therefor shall be 
appoiI).ted to positions in such traffic division without examination. 

" (d) Adoption of the ordinances provided for by this subsection shall not preclude the 
county b~JlLra £ro!ll thereafter ar~ending or repealing such ordiI~ances, but such amend­
ment or repeal shall not be effectIve unless vot(ld by the affirmatIve vote of three-fourths 
of the members-elect of such board. The civil service provisions of this section shall apply 
only to 'such deputies or traffic patrolmen who are regularly employed by the county or 
sheriff and shall not apply to honorary deputies. Notwithstanding the provisions of this 
subsection the county board may enact a civil service ordinance for county employes 
tinder's. '59!07 (20 ) which civil service ordinance may include deputy sheriffs or traffic 
patrolmen, 01' both. 

,History. 1963 c, 436 . 
.. . 'See Ii'6t'!' to 59.15, citing 49 Atty. Gen. 26. 

5,9.~2 Liability for appointees' acts; bonds. (1) Except as provided otherwise in 
subs. (3) and (4), the sheriff shall be responsible for every default or misconduct in 
office of, his unden;heriff, jailer and deputies during the term of his office, and ,after the 
death, resignation or removal from offico of such sheriff as well as before; and an action 
for any such default ,or misconduct may be prosecuted against such sheriff and his 
sllreties on his offieial bond or against the executors and administrators of such sheriff. 

~(2) The sheriff may require his undersheriff, jailer and every deputy who is not re-
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quired by subsection (3) to furnish an official bond, before entering upon the duties of 
his office, to execute and deliver to him a bond in such sUln and with such su'reti'es as 
he may require, . conditioned for the faithful performance of his official duties; and every 
default or misconduct of such undersheriff or deputy for which the sheriff shall be liable 
shall be a breach of such bond. 

(3) In counties having a population of 500,000 or more, tpe sheriff shall hot be 
responsible for the acts, defaults or misconduct in offi'ee of either his jailer or his depu-' 
ties, appointed u~der ss. 63.01 to 63.17, inclusive,except where sllc)1 deputy or jailer acts 
under the express direction of the sheriff. Each such deputy and jail\!r shall execute ahd 
file an official bond and shall be liahle for his acts, defaults, or misconduct in office in the 
same manner and to the same extent that the sheriff and his executors and administrators 
would otherwise be liable, and actions therefor shall be prosecu:ted directly against such 
deputy or jailer and the surety on his official bond. . 

(4) In counties having a population 6f less than 500,000 in which a civil service 
ordinance covering sheriff's deputies and jailei's is in effect pursuant to the provisions of 
s. 59.21 (8) or s. 59.07 (20), the she'riff shall not be flnancially:responsible for the acts, 
defaults or misconduct in office of either his jailei' or his deputies, appointed under' the 
provisions of s. 59.21 (8) or s. 59.07 (20), except where such depllty or jailer acts under 
the express direction of the sheriff. Each such deputy and jailersllall execute' and file an 
official bond and shall be liable for his acts, defaults or misconduct in office in the same 
manner and to the same extent that the sheriff and his executors and' aciministrators would 
otherwise be liable, and actions thei'eforshall be prosecuted directlY'against such deputy 
or jailer and the surety on his official bond. The official bond required shaH be in such 
principal amount as the county board shall determine and shall have a licensed surety com-
pany as surety. The cost of any such bond shall be paid. by the county; . , 

. (5) Where a deputy sheriff is thedefenda:nt in any ltction, writoi' spe~ial proceedi~g 
and he is proceeded against in his official capacity, and the jury 01' the couit fiiids that he 
acted in good faith, the judgment as to damages and costs entered against the officer or 
any claim made against said deputy sheriff may be paid by the county of which he . is· an 
officer if approved by the county board. The county may also provide legal counseLtoi the 
deputy sheriff or may provide for reasonable attorney's fees if such counsel is not other­
wise provided for. 

History I 1961 c. 276; 1963 c .. 6, 436. .. 

59.225 Arming sheriffs. The county board of any county may furnish its sheriff, 
undersheriff and deputy sheriffs with the necessary arms, ammunition, gas bombi/.and gas 
sticks for the canying out of· their respective duties, such, arms, ammunition; gas bombs 
and gas sticks to remain the property of the county. 

59.23 Sheriff; duties. The sheriff shall: 
(1) Take the charge and custody of the jail maintained by his county and the persons 

therein, and keep them himself or by his deputy or jailer. . ' ''' , :., 
(2) Keep a true and exact register of all pi'isoners committed to imyjail'underhi~ 

charge, in a book therefor, which shall contain the names of all persons whoareconi~ 
mitted to any such jail, their residence, the time when and cause of cO~lmitmerit; arid the 
authority by which they were committed; and if for a criminal offense, a descriptioli 'of his 
person; and when any prisoner is liberated, state the time when and the authority by 
which he. was liberated; and if any person escapes, state the pal-ticulal's of the t1rue and 
manner of such escape. . . 

" (3) Attend upon the circuit court held in his county during its session,' imd at the 
commencement of' every term of such court file with the clerk thereof a list of his deputies, 
not exceeding three, who al'e to receive a pel' diem for attendance on suchc'oUl't: .. The 
court, however, . may by special order authorize a greater number of depllties to attend 
when the court is engaged in the trial of any pei'son charged with a 'crime: "".'. i . 

. (4) Personally, or by . his unde~'sheriff or deputies; s~rve ore~ecute 'acco:r.:ding .to. ',lIm 
all processes, writs, precepts and orders issued or made by lawful auth01;itY"and to."liim 
delivered. . . 

(5) Deliver on demand to his SUCCeflsor in office, when he has qualified ~dCOl;di~~'·tp 
law, the jail and other property of the county and all prisoners .in s1,lch jail, and all.books 
records, writs, processes, orders and other papers belonging to his office and in his .. posses­
sion or in that of his undersheriff, jailer or deputies, except as provided ins. 59:33, and 
upon the delivery thereof such successor in office shall execute to him a receipt tllerefol'. 

(6) In counties having a population of three hundred tqousanc1 or more, assign 01{8 
deputy, to be mutually agreed upon by him and the district attol'lley, to the office of the 
district attorney. .... . . '. .'. 
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(7) Perform all other duties required of him by law. 
(8) The sherill'is authorized to destToy all sheriff's dockets, daily jail records and cash 

books dated prior to 1901. It shall be the duty of the sheriff to hereafter retain and safely 
keep all such records for a period of 30 years, after which the same may be destroyed. 

(9) 'When the sheriff is required to serve or execute any summons, order or judgment, 
or to do any other act, he shall be bound to do so in like manner as upon process issued to 
him, and shall be equally liable in all respects for neglect of duty; and if the sheriff be a 
party the coroner shall perform the service and all statutes relating to sheriffs shall apply 
to coroners where the sheriff is a party. 

(10) To enforce in his county all general orders of t.he industrial commission relating 
to the sale, transportation and storage of explosives. 

(11) Conduct operations within his county and, when the county board so provides, 
in waters of which his county has jurisdiction under s. 2.04 for the rescue of human be­
ings and for the recovery of human bodies. 

(12) In counties having a population of 500,000 or more, the sheriff shall upon request 
of any county judge assign deputy sherill's to the county court, who shall be designated as 
deputy sherill's of the county court, and each of whom shall receive the same salary as is 
paid to other deputy sherill's of the county. Such deputy sheriffs shall act as attendants 
upon said county court during its sessions. The judges of said county court may make rules 
to be entered in full upon the records of said court, concerning the attendance and· duties 
of such deputy sherill's as the judges of said county court deem propel', and it is the duty 
of such deputy sherill's to conform to the same. 

Histol'YI 1961 c. 673. 
Under certain circumstances sheriff is re- borne by municipality whose ordinance was 

quired to co-operate and provide transporta- violated. Transportation is not to be pro­
tion to county jail for persons arrested for vided in arrests without a warrant. 50 Atty. 
violation of state law and expense to be Gen. 47. 

59.24 Peace maintenance; powers and duties of peace officers. Sheriffs and their 
undersheriffs and deputies shall keep and preserve the peace in their l'espective counties 
and quiet and suppress all affrays, routs, riots, unlawful assemblies and inslU'l'ections; ~or 
which purpose, and for the service of processes in civil or criminal cases and in the appre­
hending or securing any person for felony or breach of the peace they and every coronel' 
and constable may call to their aid such persons or power of their county as they may 
deem necessary. . 

An officer may order a driver to pull his doing or in failing to put out warning 
truck across a highway as a roadblock. The lights. Kagel v. Brugger, 19 W (2d) 1, 119 
driver is not liable for negligence in sO NW (2d) 394. 

59.25 Transportation of criminals through other counties; rewards for their ap­
prehension. (1) Any sheriff or other officer who has legally arrested any person ill 
any county may pass across and through such parts of any other county or counties as are 
in the ordinary route of travel from the place where such person was arrested to the place 
where he.is to be conveyed, according to the command of the process by which such arrest 
was made; and such conveyance of such prisoner shall not be deemed an escape, nor shall 
the prisoner so conveyed or the officers having him in custody be liable to arrest on any 
civil process while passing through such other county or counties. 

(2) Whenever a person convicted of, or charged with, any felony, the punishment 
for which is not less than five years' imprisonment, shall escape, or whenever any such 
felony shall be committed by any unknown person or persons the sheriff of the county 
.from which such escape was made 01' in which such felony was committed may, in his dis. 
cretion and with the consent of the cllairman of the board of such county when such 
board is not in session, and with the consent of the board when they are in session, offer 
such reward for the apprehension and delivery of such escaped person, or the apprehen­
sion or conviction of the perpetrator of such felony as he may deem necessary, not ex­
cee,ding' one thousand dollars in anyone case; but no such reward or any part thereof 
shall be paid to any such sheriff, his undersheriff or any deputy. The right to any such 
rewaI'd shall be determined finally by such sheriff; and if more than one person claims tlie 
same he shall determine what portion, if any, the claimants are entitled to, and shall cer­
'tify his determination to the county treasurer, and such certificate shall be the treasurer's 
:authority for paying the sum so certified. 

59.26 Not to act as a,ttorney. No sheriff, undersheriff, deputy or coroner shall ap­
pear or practice as attorney in any court, draw or fill up any writ, pleading or proceeding 
for a party in any action, nor, with the intent to be employed in the collection of any de­
mand or the service of any process, advise or counsel any person to commence an action or 
proceeding; and for violation of any of the provisions of this section every such officer 
shall forfeit not exceeding fifty dollars. 
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59.27 Service on sheriff; how made. Every writ, notice or other paper required to 
be delivered to or served on any sheriff may be served by leaving the same at his office 
during' the hours it is required to be kept open; but if there is any person belonging to 
such office therein, such writ, notice or other paper shall be delivered to such person; and 
every such service shall be deemed equivalent to a personal delivery to 01' service on such 
sheriff. 

59.28 Sheriff; fees. Every sheriff shall be entitled to receive the following fees 
in advance for his services providing the county board approves advance payment: 

(1) For serving a summons or any other process by which action shall he com­
menced, or writ or order of injunction or other order, and making a return thereon, for 
one defendant, $2; for each additional defendant, $1; for attempting to serve, one-half 
of the foregoing fees. In counties llaving' a population of 500,000. or more, the full fee 
shall he charged for attempted service. 

(2) (a) Except in counties having a popUlation of 500,000 or more, traveling in 
m\tking service of any summons, writ or other process, except upon criminal wal'rants, 
10 cents per mile for each mile actually traveled going and returning. The sheriff shall 
seTve all process, orders and papers in anyone action or proceeding which may then 
he in his hands for service, which can he served at the same time and upon all persons 
upon whom service is required who can he served in the same journey, and he shall be 
entitled to one mileage for the greatest distance actually traveled by him to make such 
service, and no more. For summoning' grand and petit jurors no traveling fees shall be 
charged for more than the distance actually and necessarily traveled in summoning' such 
jurors. 

(b) In counties having a population of 500,000 or more, the charge for travel for the 
service or attempted service of process or pleading shall not exceed 60 cents for each 
party to be served in each action. If there is more than one person to 1)e served at a 
given address, only one charge for travel shall be imposed. For summoning grand and 
petit jurors, no travel expense shall he charged for more than the distance actually and 
necessarily traveled in summoning such jurors. 

(3) Taking a bond or undertaking in any case, when required by law, and approving 
the same, fifty cents. 

(4) Making a copy of any bond or undertaking, summons, writ, complaint or other 
paper served or taken, when required by law or demanded by a party, and when not fur­
nished by a party to the action or his attorney, ten cents pel' folio. 

(5) Serving and retmning a subpoena to testify, for the first person served, $2; and 
$1 for each additional person named. 

(6) Serving an execution on a judgment, demanding payment thereof or other writ 
not provided for, $2. 

(7) Collecting and paying over all sums upon execution, writ or process for the col­
lection of money, five pel' cent on the first three hundred dollars; two and one-half pel' 
cent on the next three hundred dollars or any part thereof and one and one-half per cent 
on any excess over six hundred dollars; but in no case shall the whole percentage exceed 
thil'ty dollars. 

(8) .Advertising goods and chattels for sale upon execution, writ 01' process, seventy­
five cents; but where there is more than one execution, writ or process in the hands of the 
sheriff against the same defendants there shall be but one advertising fee charged in the 
whole, which shall be on the execution having priority. 

(9) Drawing advertisement of real estate, pel' folio, twenty-five cents. 
(10) Every certificate of sale of real estate, fifty cents. 
(11) Filing copy thereof with register of deeds, including fees of register of deeds, $2. 
(12) Drawing, executing and acknowledging a deed pmsuant to a sale of real estate, 

two dollars. to be paid by the grantee in such deed. 
(13) Summoning a grand or petit jury, to be paid from the county treasury, fifty 

eents for each juror named. 
(14) Summoning a jury upon a writ of inquiry attending such jury, and making ano 

returning the inquisition, one dollar and fifty cents. 
(15) Summoning a special jlU'Y, struck pursuant to an order of court, and returning 

the panel, $2.50. 
(16) Summoning a jury, pursuant to any precept or summons of any officer in any 

special proceeding, $1; and for attending such jury when required, $3 pel' day. 
(17) .Attending a view when ordered by the court, $3 per day, and 10 cents per mile 

traveling fee, going and returning. 
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(18) Summoning appraisers and swearing the same, one dollar. 
(19) Every appraiser, for each day, not less than $1 nor more than $7 as shall be 

fixed by the county board. 
(20) Drawing an inventory or other paper, except return upon a summons, subpoona 

01' venire, twenty-five cents per folio; provided, that whenever several writs of attach­
ment against the same defendant are deliyered to the sheriff for service and execution, 
such sheriff shall be entitled to ten cents pel' folio for drawing an inventory on all writs 
subsequent to the first writ of attachment so executed by him, of any property included in 
the ,first inventory so drawn by him, and no more; and five cents pel' folio for all copies 
ili~~ . 

(21) Attending the supreme court, one dollar and fifty cents per day, to be allowed 
on the certificate ,of the chief justice 01' clerk and paid out of the state treasury. 

(22) Attendance upon the circuit or county court, the sheriff or the necessary depu­
ties, to, be paid out of the county treasury, shall receive such sala:!'y 01' pel' diem as the 
county board determines. '. ' 

(23) Serving notice of any election upon election officers, fifty cents for each election 
district, to be paid by the county. 

(24) For serving any writ or other process with the aid of the county, $2.50 and 
$2.50 per hour for each deputy assigned to inventory the property when seizing property 
on attachment, replevin, execution, 01' evicting on a writ of restitution 01' writ of assist­
ance plus all necessary expenses incurred thereby. 

(25) All such necessary expenses incurred in taking possession of any goods 01' chat­
tels and preserving the same as shall be just and reasonable in the opinion of the court. 

(26) All fees allowed by law and paid to any printer for any a~vertisement r~quired 
to be published by the sheriff. . 

(27) Traveling to serve any criminal process for' every mile actually traveled' ten 
cents pel' mile, whether in the county from which process issued or not, and actual and 
necessary disbursements for board and conveyance of prisoner. ' 

(28) Every ~ommitment to prison, $2, 
(29) Discharging a person from prison, fifty cents, which shall include the drawing 

and filing of a certificate of discharge ,with the clerk of the court. 
(30) Bringing up a prisoner upon habeas corpus to testify or answer in, any court 

or before any judge, $2: 
(31) Attending before any officer with it prisoner for the purpose of having him 

sUl'l'endered in exoneration of his bail or attending' to receive a prisoner so sUlTendered 
who was not committed at the time, and receiving such prisoner into custody, in: either 
case $1.50. 

(32) Attending any court with a prisoner $3 pel' day and $1.50 for each half ,day, 
besides actual and necessary expenses. Guarding any prisoner sentenced to imprisolllilent 
at hardlabol' in the county jail, when the prisoner performs such labor upon any highway 
01' public improvement and there are no secure means for preventing his escape; $1.50 
for each day and 75 cents for each half day so employed. 

(33) For selling real estate under any :judgment 01' order of courtj 01' on foreclosure 
by advertisement, and making all the necessary papers and notices, including deed or cer. 
tificate, when the amount bid does not exceed one thousand dollars, ten dollars; when the 
amount bid exceeds one thousand dollars, fifteen dollars; for havel performed in making 
such sale, to be computed from the courthouse, ten cents pel' mile going' and retul'ning, 
besides the cost of publishing' any advertise,ment of sale. , For q.rawing and executing and 
acknowledging a deed upon a sale made by his predecessor in office, three dol~ars. When 
any such sale is made by a referee 01' any other officer he shall have'the same fees. 

(34) When any person accused of any criminal offense shall escape from custody 01' 

pursuit without ;fault or negligence of the sheriff, and the district attorney shall certify 
such pursuit was necessary and proper, and the county board shall be satisfied by proof 
that such escape was not the result of the carelessness 01' negligence of the sheriff, such 
board may, in their discretion, allow a fair compensation for the time and necesslU'Y ex­
pense incurred in such pursuit. 

(35) For assisting clerk of circuit court in drawing jury, one dollar. 
(37) For bringing a person alleged to be mentally ill, infirm or deficient before tlie 

court and subpoenaing' witnesses, the fees allowed him in other cases; for taking such 
patient to a hospital 01' removing one therefrom, $10 per day and his necessary ,expenses 
and the actual expenses for the support and transportation of the patient, and, $6 per day 
and necessary expenses for each assistant as may be ordered by the com't. . 



1039 OOUNTIES 59.33 

(39) For the posting of notices of sheriff's sales of real 01' personal property 01' post~ 
ing any other notice and making a return thereon, $2 for the first posting and $1 for 
each additional posting. 

History: 1961 c. 273, 480; 1963 c. 6,37. 
, " !, 

59.29 Oompensation for apprehensions in other states; conditions. (1) In all cases 
where by the laws of this state the governor is authorized to demand of the executive 
authority of any other state any fugitive from justice or any person charged with crime 
in this state and to appoint an agent to receive such person, and such person is appre­
hended in any other state by the sheriff or deputy sheriff of the county in this state whers 
the warrant for such fugitive from justice is properly issued, 01' such crime was commit­
ted, and such person voluntarily returns with said .beriff to this state without requisition, 
such sheriff shall be entitled to eight dollars per day for the time necessarily expended in 
traveling to, apprehending and returning with such person and his actual and necessary 
expenses for such time, which compensation and expenses shall lJe allowed by the county 
board of such county upon the presentation thereto of an itemized and verified account, 
stating the number of days he was engaged, the nurhber of miles traveled and each item 
of expense incurred in rendering such services, including the transportation and board of 
the person in his custody. No allowance whatever shall be made him as mileage. 

(2) The sheriff of any county having less than three hundred thousand population 
shall not receive the compensation provided for in subsection (1), unless the apprehension 
shall have been duly authorized in writing by the rlistrict attorney 01' by the county judge 
of the county wherein the crime was committed, which written authority shall certify that 
the ends of justice will be subsel'ved by the apprehension and return of such person, and 
the sheriff shall attach such certificate to and file it with his itemized account of such 
services, 

(3)1£ the district attorney certifies in writing that it. is necessary or desirable, the 
sheriff or deputy sheriff may be accompanied and assisted in retaihing custody of any 
such prisoner, by one or more other deputy sheriffs, who shall be entitled for such serv­
ices to compensation at the rate of $5 per day, unless a different rate is established by 
resolution of the county board, and to their necessary and actual expenses, Such com­
pensation and expenses shall be claimed and .allowed in the manner provided in sub­
section (1) and the said certificate of the district attorney shall be attached to the veri-
fied account of such deputy for snch services,' . 

59,30 Fees, how collected. All fees allowed to the sheriff upon the service of an 
execution or a writ for the collection of money 01' judgment for the sale of real estate 
and advertising theroon shall be collected by virtue of such execution, writ or judgment in 
the same manner as the sum therein directed to be collected, 

59,31 Fees, how paid. All fees to which sheriffs or their deputies are entitled for 
attendance required by law upon any court of record shall be paid out of the treasury of 
the county wherein such services wei'e rendered in the manner that fees of jurors attend­
ing such courts are paid; and whenever any such officer is required to perform any service 
for the state, which is not chargeable to his county 01' some officer or person, his account 
therefor shall be paid out of the state treasury, 

59.32 Excessive fees. No sheriff, undersheriff or deputy shall directly or indirectly 
ask, demand or receive for any services 01' acts to be by him performed in the discharge of 
any of his official duties any greater fees than are allowed by law; and for the violation 
of any of the provisions of this section every such officer shall be liable in treble damages 
to the party aggrieved and shall forfeit not less than twenty-five nor more than two hun­
dred and fifty dollars. 

59,33 Powers after term. (1) Every sheriff, undersheriff and deputy, compensated 
for his services by fees or by part salal'y and part fees, may execute and return all wl'its, 
processes and orders in their hands at the expiration of the shel'iff's term of office and 
which such shel'iff, undershei'iff 01' deputy has, prior to that time, begun to execute by 
service, levy, advertisement or the collection of money thereon, 

(2) . In counties ~here the compensation of sheriffs, undersheriffs and deputies' has 
been changed from the fee to the salary system as provided by law, the sheriff, imme­
diately upon the expiTation of his term, shall turn over to his successor all WI'its, processes 
and orders in his hands, or in the hands of his undersheriff 01' deputies, whether or not 
such writs, processes and orders have been partly or fully executed or retul'l1ed, and such 
successor shall execute and return or complete the execution and return of such writs, 
processes and orders. 

(3) In case of a vacancy in the office of sheriff, of any county, his undersheriff and 
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deputies then in office having then any writ, process 01' order in their hands shall have 
the same authority and be under the same obligation to serve, execute and retul'll the same 
as if such sheriff had continued in office. 

59.34 Coronel'; medical examiner; duties. The coronel' shall: (1) Take inquest of 
the dead when required by law, except that in counties having a population of 500,000 or 
more such duty and the powers incident thereto ~han be vested exclusively in the office of 
the medical examiner hereby created. Appointment to such office shall be made by the 
county board of supervisors under ss. 63.01 to 63.17. Such office may be occupied on a 
full 01' part-time basis and shall be paid such compensation as the county board of super­
visors of such county may by ordinance provide. The medical examiner may appoint such 
assistants as the county board shall authorize. Whenever requested by the court or dis­
trict attorney, the medical exallllller shall testify to facts and conclusions disclosed by 
autopsies performed by him, at his direction, 01' ill his presence; shall make physical ex­
aminations and tests incident to any matter of a criminal nature up for consideration be­
fore either court or district attorney when requested so to do; shall testify as. an expert 
for either such court or the state in all matters where such examinations or tests have been 
made, and perform such other duties of a pathological or medicolegal nature as may be 
required; and without fees or compensation other than the salary provided. 

(2) ,Vhen there is no sheriff 01' undersheriff in any county organized for judicial pur­
poses, exercise all the powers and duties of sheriff of his county until a sheriff is elected 
or appointed and qualified; and when the sheriff for any cause is committed to the jail of 
his county, be keeper thereof during the time the sheriff remains a prisoner therein. 
. (3) Serve and execute process of every kind and perform all other duties of the sheriff 

when the sheriff is a party to the action and whenever the clerk of the circuit court ad­
dresses the original 01' other process in any action to him as provided in s. 59.395 (6), 
execute the same in like manner as the sheriff might do in other cases; exercise the same 
powers and proceed in the same manner as prescribed for sheriffs in the performance of 
similar duties; and in all cases the coronel' and his sureties shall be liable in the same man­
ner and to the same e:1.ient on his official bonds as sheriffs and their sureties are liable in 
similar cases. 

(4) Perform all other duties required by law. 

59.35 Special counties; deputies and assistants; powers. (1) The coronel' of every 
county having a population of 500,000 01' more, the medical examiner and his assistants, 
shall be compensated for the performance of all their official duties by salaries fixed by 
the county JJoard of supervisors, which shall be in lieu of any other compensation. 

(2) In any such county the medical examiner provided by section 59.34 (1) shall ex­
ercise all of the powers and perform all of the duties of the coronel' in the event of his 
absence or disability, or in the event of a vacancy in said office, until such vacancy shall 
have been filled; except that such medical examiner shall not be subject to the direction, 
supervision 01' control of said coronel' in the exercise of any of the powers or the per­
formance of any of the duties defined by section 59.34 (1). 

(3) The county board of any such county at its annual meeting next preceding the 
general election of county officers, shall fix the salary of the coronel' to be elected at such 
election. 

(4) In any such county the medical examiner and his assistants shall have all the 
powers of a constable or sheriff to serve subpoenas requiring the attendance of witnesses 
at any inquest. to be held by such medical examiner, or other orders or writs. 

59.36 Service when no coroner. Whenever, for any cause, there is a vacancy in 
the office of coronel', 01' when he is absent from his county, sick or unable to perform the 
duties of his office, or for any reason, except the nonpayment of legal fees, refuses to 
serve and execute legal process against the sheriff in any action commenced in any court 
of record within the county for which such coroner was 01' should have been elected, any 
judge of a court of record or court commissioner of such county may, on proof, of such 
vacancy, sickness, absence or refusal to serve and execute such process, by an order to be 
indorsed on such process and arldressec1 to him, empower any respectable citizen and tax­
payer of the county in which such process is'to be served and executed to serve and exe­
cute the same; and such order shall be sufficient authority to the person therein named 
to serve and execute such process with like powers, liabilities and fees as the coronel'. 

59.365 Deputy coroner. (1) Within ten days after entering upon the duties of 
his office, the coronel' may appoint some proper person, resident of his county, deputy 
coronel'. Such deputy shall reside in the county for which he is appointed. The coronel' 
may fill vacancies in the office of any such appointee, and may appoint a perSall to take 
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the place of such deputy who becomes incapable of executing the duties of his office. A 
person 'appointed deputy coronel' for a regular term or to fill a vacancy or otherwise shall 
hold office during the pleasure of the coroner. Every appointment of a deputy coroner 
and every revocation of such appointment shall be in writing and filed and recorded in 
the offil)e of the clerk of the circuit court. In case of a vacancy in the office of' coronel', 
the deputy coronel' shall in all things and with like liabilities and penalties execute .the 
duties of such office ,until the vacancy is filled as provided by law. 

(2) The coronel' shall be responsible for every default or misconduct in office of his 
deputy coroner during the term of his office, and after the death, resignation or removal 
from office of such coronel' as well as before; and an action for any such default or mis­
conduct may be prosecuted against such coroner and his sureties on his official bond or 
against the executors and administrators of such coroner. 

(3) The coronel' may require his deputy coroner, before entering upon the duties of his 
office, to execute and deliver to him a hond in such sum and with such sureties as he may 
require, conditioned for the faithful performance of his official duties; and every default 
or misconcluct of such deputy coroner for which the coronel' shall be liable shall be a 
breach of such bond. 

, (4) Whenever a m~dical examiner has been appointed in counties having a popula­
tion of 500,000 or more as provided in section 59.34 (1), the provisions of this section shall 
not apply in such counties, nor shall the coronel' of such counties be responsible for any 
default or misconduct in office of such medical examiner. 

59.37 Coroner; fees. ForaH services rendered by coroners they shall be allowed 
the sallie fees as are allowed to' sheriffs for similar services. For confining '11 shei'iff in 
any house on civil process,fifty cents for each day, to be paid by such sheriff before he 
shall be entitled to be discharged from such confinement, unless otherwise ordered by the 
court. 

59.375 Coroner as funeral director, limitation. No coroner or deputy coroner who 
is a licensed funeral director or embalmer, an owner or operator of a funeral establish­
lllent as defined in s. 156.01, or an employe of a funeral establishment, and no funeral 
establishment with which such coroner or deputy coronel' is associated, shall perform any 
of the services of a funeral director or embalmel' upon the body of any person whose 
death is required by law to be investigated by such coronel' or his deputy. Any person 
who violates this section shall be fined not more than $50. ' 

59.38 Clerk of court; deputies; chief deputy; division chief deputies; calendar 
deputy clerk in certain counties. (1) COUNTIES OF LESS THAN' 500,000 POPULATION. 

Every clerk of the circuit court shall appoint one or lllore deputies, men or women, which 
appointments shall be approved by the judge of the circuit court, but shall be revocable 
by the clerk at pleasure, except in counties having a population of 500,000 or more. 
Such appointments and revocations shall be in writing and filed in the clerk's office; such 
deputies shall aid the clerk in the discharge of his duties, and TIl his absence from his 
office or from· the court they may perform all his duties; or in case of a vacancy by 
resignation, death, removal or other cause the deputy appointed shall perform all such 
duties until such vacancy is filled. 

(2) COUNTIES OF MORE THAN 500,000 POPULATION. In counties having a population 
of 500,000 or more the clerk shall appoint one chief deputy clerk; one chief deputy 
clerk, criminal division; one chief deputy clerk, county court, civil division; one chief 
deputy clerk, children's court division; a calendar deputy clerk, circuit court; a calendar 
deputy clerk, county court, civil division, and one or more deputy clerks, men or women, 
as the cOlmty board authorizes. Such deputy clerks shall aid the clerk ill the discharge 
of his duties under the supervision of the clerk, the chief deputy clerk and the division chief 
deputy clerks. The appointment of such chief deputy clerk who is exempt from classi­
fied civil sel'Vice and such calendar deputy clerk shall be in writing and filed in the clerk's 
office; shall be approved by the judges of the circuit court of such county, but be revo­
cable at the pleasure of the clerk. Such chief deputy clerk shall have all powers and 
duties of divisional chief deputy clerks, deputy clerks, and other court assistants ex­
cept bailiffs and reporters and in the absence of the clerk from his office or from 
the court, .he may perfol'm all of said clerk's duties; or in case of a vacancy by resig­
nation, death, removal or other cause the chief deputy clerk shall perform all such duties 
until such vacancy is filled. Such calendar deputy clerk, circuit court, shall have the 
d1,l.ties prescribed by the judges of the circuit court in the county. 

History. 1961 c. 495. 

59.39 Clerk of court; to keep court papers, books and records. The clerk of cir­
cuit court shall: 
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(1) File and keep all papm'sproperly'depositedwith him in every action or proceed­
ing unless required to transmit such papers. If such papers have been filed for 30 years 
a microfilm record may be retained in lieu of the original papers and such papers maybe 
destroyed upon compliance with ss; 59.715 and 59.717. 

':(2) Iteer>a book called a court'i'ecord and write thm:ein names of parties inevei'Y 
ciVil action or pl'oceeding in such court, the names of attorneys representing such parties, 
a brief statement of the nature of the action or proceeding, the date of filing every paper 
therein and·of each proceeding taken, the file whe1;ein such papers can be found,thetime 
whell,put on the. calendar for trial, arid when and how disposed of; the volume and page 
of the, minute book where minutes in eve1'Y case min be fOlmd and the place in the judg­
ment .book or. microfilm file where any judgment, order or report has been recorded, so as to 
make the court record a history in brief of each action or proceeding from beginning to 
final ,disppsition; . and a complete. inde"4of all proceedings therein. 

(3) Keep a· book called a criminal record and write therein a history in every criminal 
action. like the' court recora in civil actions and proceedings with l:eferences to the file 
whe1'e 'papers, in :the action can be found, to the minute book and to the information book 
where indictments and informations can be found. 

1:;; (4) ,Keep a book called a mimlte book and write therein Ii, brief statenientof all pro­
ceedings in opim court showing motions and ol'ders during trial, names of witnesses, jurors 
drawn, the· 'officer sworn to take them in charge, jury verdicts and openings and adjourn-
ments of court. .. 

... (5.) E:eep a book called. a judgme;utbook or a,lnif,lrofi,lin file and recOl'd; therein all 
jlldgin~.ilts,orde~·s o~', reports in civil ac~ions 01' proceedings which purport to finally dis-
P9s~ :offjP action PI' proceeding or. which, tpe. judge praers to. be recorded. . 
"i i (6) ~(eep ,a bo,ok .c,alled an infonnation book, or a microfilm file and record therein all 

indictments and informations. 
(7) Keep a book or books called judgment dockets and docket,therein all money judg­

:In!mtsofthe court,' transcripts fr(;)1n judgment dockets of other Wisconsin courts .and of 
fede1;al courts, wanants for unemployment compensation and wal'l'ants .for delinquent 
Wisconsin incpme taxes. " . . " 

.(:8') . 'Keep ,~ . b90k or books called lien 'dockets and docket therein all claims for liens 
filed by c9ntractors, subcontractors, materialmen and laborers and all claims filed for log, 
mining and maintenance liens. 

(9) Keep .an index.or indices to: the court record, the criminal record, the jUdgment 
docket or dockets atid the lien docket or dockets. 
,(lO) File,i:1()cket, record and keep ;mch other papers, books and records as are, re­

q~i;red, ?y lEnv. 
59.395 Clerk. of court; duties. The clerk of circuit court shall: 

:<1), J~e~p Gourt papers, ,bookf}and records as specified ins. 59.3,9. . 
'" (2), J(eep. a book 01'. books called registers of officials and write or copy therein in 

tab)llar fo.rJ:11 the names of ,court commissioners,. deputy sheriffs, notaries public and jus­
tices of the peace. In addition to the names of the above officers the clerk shall list the 
dates of their qualification and the commencement and. termination, if any, of their terms. 
Such IUl'mes shall be in alphabetical order or there shall be an index in alphabetical order. 
to'suc.h names.. .. • . ' . 
"(S), Keepa book or hooks called certificate lists and write or copy therein. a list of all 

clJrtificateEf. issued by him to witnesses, interpreters, jurors, sheriffs, deputy sheriffs and 
dep,uty cler~s, "tat.ing the person~ to \:~hom issl1ed, th~ number, date and am~unt. of,each 
certificate. A cerhfied copy of .such list for the prevIOlls year shall. be furmshed, to the 
c~ullty,b9ar~ at .each anJ.1ual session and. shall be entered in fn110n the board records . 

. • (4) "Send to the secretary of state,on or before June 1 of each year certified lists of 
all justices of the.peace and municipal justices of the peace who filed their offiCial bonds 
dUJ.'ing the . preceding year . 

.( 5) ,Pay quarterly to the county' treasurer for the use of the state the stat!) tax' 
required to be paid on each civil action, cognovit judgment and special proceeding filed 
during the preceding quarter,' aftel" adjustments for transIer of cases between the cli'­
cuit and county courts. Such pa~'ments shall be made by the fifteenth day of J aIIuary, ; 
AprillJuIy' and October, The clerk shall take duplicate receipts from the ti-easurer and' 
shall forward one receipt to the commissioner of administration within 10 day's with a 
certificate of the number of actions, cognovit judgments and special proceedings filed 
during theprec.eding . quarter .• 

(6) Address process to the coroner if a party, his agent or attorney files an affidavit 
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that he believes the sheriff will not properly perform his duty in such action. 
(7) Perform such other duties as required by law. 

History: 1963 c. 407, 427. . 
C1'OSS Refe1'ences: .. 
Furnish infol'mation to the bureau of vital statistics, ch, 69: 
'Collect' and disburse alimony and' support payments, ch. 247. 
Furnish information to the judiciat council, 251.181. " .0 , , '. '; 

Authenticate, certify and transmit documents, 251.25, 252.11, 252.12, 261.10, 274,13; .327.08 
and.327.09.· ". " '. : ., . 'i 0, ,'.'," 

Receive bail as. provided by law, ch. 264 and ch., 954. ',; !:' 
Perform duties w!tll respect to jurorS, ch. 255. . . 
'Care for county law library, 256.40. , '0 ": ,,,'", , " 
Prepare calen.dars, assist in drawing jurorll and perform other duties In connection,with 

trials and judgments, ch. 270. ". '. . .. , 
Tax costs and collect fees, ch. 271, 'so 59.42; 
·Issue. executions and writs of assistance" .ch. 272. 
Issue' and sign subpoenas, s. 325.01. 0, ' 

59.40 N otto act as, attorney.' oN 0 person acting as clerk of any circuit or county 
court in this state shall be allowed to practice as attorney 01' solicitor in the court in which 
he is acting' as clerk; nor shall he be eligible to the office· of justice of the peaeeduring 
the time he holds the office of such clerk. . , 

. ,'. : . " ; 

59.41 . Certify records as clerk of county court. The clerk of the circuit ,coilrt' in 
each county shall. be the clerk of the county court for the purpose of 0 certifying, tn cQpies 
and t:ranscripts of alI the records and files of said county CQurt to be used in ,Imyotper 
state, agreeably to section 905 Qf the revised statutes of the United States anq. inI\1akii;:tg 
such certificate he shall use the seal Qf said county CQurt and sign. himself' "Clerk 'oft\Ie 
CountyCQlu-t," and .shallalso have authority ip, suC)h,cai)acity, to authel~ticate\lyknow~edg~ 
ments, Qf, ,all ,instruments taken by the j uelge of saId CO~ll1 ty, and for. such .servi<;ef'l the 
clerk shall receive the fee allQwed by law for similar service. 

, ! 

59.42 Clerkaf CQurt; fees. Notwithstanding other prQvisions in' the statiite~ 01-
sessiQn laws, the clerk of circuit CQurt and the clerk of any Qther court of record (in all 
actiQns and prQceedings civil or crimilial brought under jurisdiction' concurrent with the 
circuit court)· except those handled under essentially justice court 01' smalLclaimsprQced-
ure) .shall CQllect the following fees: , '. 

(1) CRIMINAL ACTIONS. In criminal actions, upon disposition of such actions, f~r all 
necessary filing, entering, docketing and rec0rding: ., .. " . , 
, (a) If there is a dismissal or plea of guilty or nolo contendere; $5; ';'.' 

(b) If there is a plea of not guilty and a trial before the court· without. a jury, $10; 
( c) If there is a plea of not guilty and a jury trial, $15; , . ,. . 
(d) If criminal fees are lawfully retained by. the clerk as part of his compensation, 

the foi'cgoingfees, if not assessed against the defendant and paid by him, shall be J?aid 
by the county. . 

(2) CIVIL 1ciTwNs. IIi civil actions and cognovit judgments!J,t the times iridicated 
below, for all necessary filing, enteriilg, docketing and recording,drawing of jurOl'fl, 
swearing of witnesses, jurors and officers to take charge of jurors,' placing' 'casesoIi' the 
calendar and taxing costs (but no fee other than suit ta~ shall be paid by cqunties, pmnici­
p'alities o~' school districts initially ai' upon change of veriue, i;lOr shall fees' other than 
suit tax be'paid in judicial reviews Qfindusti'ialcommission orders or awards;'thestate 
shall pay fees but no suit tax) : . . . ., '"," '. 

• Kind. Qf action or pl'oceeding' 

CaY 
(b) 

Cognovit 
All specIal proceedings independent of an 
action taken at the instance andfo!" the 

'benefit of one party without notice. to or 
contest by any person adversely interested; 
and any proceeding' under s. 245.10 for 

. court permission to marry, but n6twith-

At time of filingiliitial. docli­
ment. required forcolritnence­
ment· of action Oli' 'proceed­
ing Un addition to'state tax) 

. $6 " ' 

iJl 

, 
;: 

);1',\ 
stan~ing ~. 271~21 no state suit tax shall 
be collected on anysuchmatter .$4 

(c) All other actions and speclal proceedings .' $8, ro': 
(3) CHANGE OF VENUEJ APPEAL. On a change of venue :at commencement in the .cOurt 

.t.o, which theactioni,; ti'aw;;£er;red (nos)lit tax;) , $5;,(jn filing an appe!j,l fromap inferior, 
. county or justice .court, $5 plus suit t.ax. " ..•. 
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(4) FOREIGN JUDGMENT. On filing of a verified complaint for registration of any 
foreign judgment $5 in addition to suit tax. 

(6) WRITS; EXECUTIONS. For issuing any writ not commencing an action or special 
proceeding, or issuing an execution, $1. 

(7) CERTIFICATES; COMlI[lSSIONS. Except as provided in sub. (13), for issuing certifi­
cates (including seals), 01' commissions to take depositions, 50 cents. 

(8 ) JUDGMENTS; LIENS; WARRANTS. For issuing', filing and docketing in connection 
with all transcripts, certified copies and satisfactions of judgments, claims for contrac­
tors, subcontractors, materialmen, maintenance and other liens, delinquent state income 
tax warrants ahd unemployment compensation "ivarrants the following amounts: 

(a) Issuing transcripts from judgment docket, $1; 
(b) Filing and docketing transcripts from judgment docket of any court or delin­

quent income tax or unemployment compensation warrants, $2; 
(c) Filing and docketing assignments or satisfactions of judgments 01' warrants, 01' 

assignment or satisfaction of any lien, 50 cents; 
(d) Filing and docketing liens, $1; 
(e) Filing and docketing certified copies of judgments or judgment rolls for enforc­

ing real estate judgments rendered in other courts of the state, $3; 
(f) Filing and docketing judgment on award of inch1strial commission, $2. 
(9) TRANSMITTING DOCUMENTS. (a) For certifying and transmitting documents 

upon appeals, writs of error, changes of venue, for special terms in other counties, for 
enforcing real estate judgments in other counties, or for enforcing judgments in other 
states (in addition to postage), $2. 

, (b) For returning to the circuit court the case file, and any transcript or agreed 
statement, and statement as to a law question only, pmsuant to s. 299.30 (3), 50 cents. 

(10) DISBURSING MONEY. For receiving money deposited by a debtor for payment of 
a jUdgment or receiving and disbursing a trust fund, such sum as the presiding judge 
may direct. 

(11) BONDS AND UNDERTAKINGS. For approving any bond or undertaking, 25 cents. 
(12) NOTARY OERTIFICATES. For filing certificates of notaries public, 50 cents. 
(13) CERTIFIED COPIES. For certified copies of any document for which a specific fee 

is not established in this section, per page 50 cents if prepared by the clel'k, 25 cents if 
only compared by the clerk, but in no case less than $1. If a photostatic copy is furnished 
by the applicant the fee for certifying the same shall be $1 regardless of the number of 
pages. There is no additional charge for the certificate. 

History: 1961 c. 505, 519; 1963 c. 407. 
'Cross Reference: For other specific provisions on clerk of court fees, see 270.93, 272.62, 

289.19, 289.40 (2), 301.30 and 306.12. The list may be incomplete. The clerk also colleets and 
transmits the appeal fee under 251.90. ' 

59.43 Payment of filing fee. The clerk of the circuit court and the clerk of any 
other court of record may refuse to accept any paper for filing or recording until, the 
clerk's fee provided in s. 59.42 or other applicable statute is paid. 

59.44 District attorney pro tempore; assistants in criminal and civil cases~ (1) 
When there is no district attorney for the county, or he is absent from the comt, or haft 
acted as counselor attorney for a party accused in relation to the matter of which the 
accused stands charged and for wllich he is to be tried, 01' is near of kin to the party to 
be tried on a criminal charge, or is unable to attend to his duties, 01' is serving in the 
armed forces of the United States, the circuit court, by an order entered in the minutes 
stating the cause therefor, may appoint some suitable person to perform, for the time 
being, or for the trial of such accused person, the duties of such district attorney, and the 
person so appointed shall have all the powers of the district attorney while so ading. 

(2) The court may, in the same manner, and in its discretion,appoint counsel to 
assist the district attorney, in the prosecution of persons charged with crime J,3unishable 
by imprisonment in the state prison, and in case of prosecutions before a gi'and jury, 
and upon indictments found by grand juries, and in bastardy cases. 'Such counsel shall 
be paid such sums as the comt, by order entered in the minutes, certifies to be a reasonable 
compensation therefor, which sum shall in no case exceed twenty-five dollars per day for 
each day actually occupied in such prosecution, and not to exceed fifteen clollars per day 
for not more than five days actually and necessarily occupied in preparing for trial in 
anyone case, the same to be paid in the manner provided by law for the payment of 
counsel for indigent criminals. 

(3) When there is an unusual amount of civillitig'ation to which the county isapal·ty 
01' in which it is interested, the circuit comt may, on the application of the countybomtc1, 
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byoJxler filed with the clerk of said county, appoint an attorney or attorneys to assist the 
d,istrict attol'l1ey, and fix his or their compensation. 

5.9.45 Assistants in other than special counties. The district attorney, except in 
counties containing a city of the first class, may, when authorized by the county board 
by a majority of all of its members, appoint one or more assistant district attorneys and 
a stenographer and a clerk to aid him in the performance of his duties. Such assistant 
district attol'l1eys shall be attol'l1eys admitted to practice law in this state. The assistant 
district attoi'neys so appointed shall have authority to perform all the duties of the 
district attorney. No assistant district attol'l1ey so appointed shall be required to give 
an official bonet 

59.455 Corporation counsel in special counties. In counties having a population 
of 500,000 or more there is created the office of corporation counsel, and such assistant 
corporation counsels, assistants, stenogTaphers and clerks at such salaries as are author­
ized by the county board of supervisors. The corporation counsel and such assistant ,cor­
poration counsels shall be attol'l1eys at law licensed to practice in Wisconsin. All of such 
offices and positions shall be included in the classified civil service 'of said county. The 
corporation counsel shall be chosen by the county board from names certified lUlder civil 
service rules. Assistant corporation counsels, assistants and clerical and stenographic help 
in said office shall be appointed, under civil service, by the corporation counsel. Assist­
ant corporation counsels shall have, according to their rank and seniority, the powers and 
duties of the corporation counsel in his absence or disability. The corporation, counsel 
and assistant corporation counsel shall take and file the constitutional oath of office. All 
persons now occupying in any county the position of corporation counsel and assistant 
corporation counsels, as well as assistants, stenographers and clerks in said office, by vir­
tue of regular appointment under civil service, who have been in the employ of such 
county for one year 01' more prior to :NIay 17, 1957 01' who have been in the employ of 
the county less than one year but by virtue of civil service examination received appoint­
ment, shall retain such offices and positions and be deemed reglllarly appointed thereto 
under this section and subject to suspension, demotion or discharge under the civil service 
laws, ordinances and rules and regulations applicable in the county. 

59.456 Corporation counsel in special counties; duties. The duties of the COl'PO­

ration counsel and assistant corporation counsels shall be, without restriction because of 
enumeration, to: 

(1) Prosecute and defend all civil actions, proceedings, applications and motions' in 
any court, commission, board, trilmnal or body in any jurisdiction of this 01' other states 
01' of the nation in which his comity 01' any board, commission, committee or officer there­
of is interested 01' a party by virtue of such office; and shall in like manner represent 01' 

assist in representing the state, 01' any commission, board, agency 01' tribunal of the state, 
in such civil actions 01' proceedings when requested to do so by the attorney general 01' 

when the district attol'l1ey of said county is required by any statute to do so. ' 
(2) Give advice to the county board, county park commission, county board of public 

welfare, expressway commission and other boards, commissions, committees, agencies or 
officers of his county, when requested, in all civil matters in wIDch the county or state is 
interested or relating to the discharge of the official duties of such board or officers; ex­
amine all claims against the county for officers', interpreters', witnesses' and jurors' fees 
in civil actions and examinations, whim presented to the county board, and report in 
writing thereto as to the liability of the county for any and all claims of whatever nature 
filed against it; and act as legislative counsel for the comIty board when so authorized by it; 

(3) Serve as legal advisor to the county highway commissioner and county highway 
committee and draw all papers required in the performance of their duties and attend 
to all civil legal matters in and out of court where such commissioner or committee is a 
party or wherein the acquisition of lands for state or county highway purposes is con­
cerned. 

(4) When requested, represent the assessor of incomes, before meetings of the comity 
boards of review and on appeals from decisions of such board. 

(5) Perform all duties in connection with civil matters relating to his county or any 
agency, board, commission orof'ficer thereof or to the state within said county now or 
hereafter imposed by any statute upon the district attorney of such county and for such 
purposes the term "district attorney" wherever it appears in the statutes relating to duties 
of a civilllature shall, with regard to counties containing a popUlation of 500,000 or morc, 
'mean the corporation counsel. Opinions of the corporation counsel shall have the same 
force and effect as opinions of the district attorney except that in matters relating to 
elections the district attorney shall have the right of review. Aftel'May 17, 1957 the 
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district attorney's powers and duties as to civil matters shall cease to the extent that they 
are herein or hereafter conferred upon the corporation counsel alid' the district attorney 
shall be relieved of the responsibility of performing such duties. The corporation coun­
sel inay request the attorney general to consult and a'c1vise with him in the same mallller 
as district atto'rneys under s. 14.53 (3). . 
. ! 

.. 6.9.46 . Assistants in special counties .. (1) The district attorney of any county' hav· 
ing a population of 200,000 or more .may appoint 2 deputy. district attol'lleys and :such 
assistants. as may be authorized by the county board. The deputies according' to rank 
shall have authority to perform aU the duties of the district attol'lley, .under his direc­
tion, and in the absence or disability of the district attorney, such deputies, according to 
rank, may do and p~rform all the act/:l required by law to be performed by the district 
attorney. Such deputies shall each have practiced law in this state at least 2 years prior 
to such appointment, and shall hold office during the pleasure of the district attoliney. 
Such assistants, when appointed, shall have full authority to perform all the dilties of the 
district attorney, under his direction, The district attol'l1ey of such county may when he 
deems necessary appoint such temporary counsel as may be authorized. by the county 
board. 

(2) The district attOl;ney in any county containing a city of the first, second or third 
class may also appoint one or more clerks and one or more stenographers, the number 
and salary of whom: is to be fixed by the board at any meeting thereof. 
. (3) The disti'ictattql'lley of any county containing' a city of the first, second or third 

class lllayappoint such investig~tors as may be authorized by' the county board, and the 
county board may abolish such positions at their pleasure. Such investigators when so 
a~pointed shall have general 'police powers within said county, ','. 

59.47 District attorney; duties. The district attorney shall: 
• (1) Prosecute or defend a:ll actions, applications Dr motions, civil or criminal, in the 

courts of his county in. which the state or county, is interested or l1- party; l1-nd whim the 
place of ii'ial is changed 'in' any such action or proceeding to another county, prosecute or 
defend the same in such other county' .. ,'" '. .' '. '. 

(2) Prosecute all crIminal actions; except for battery in violation of s. 940.20 or for 
disorderly conduct in violation of s. 9.47.01, before any magistrate in his county, other 
than those exercising the. police. jurisdiction of incorporated cities and villag'es in cases 
arising under the charter or ordinances thereof, when requested by such magistrate; and 
upon like request, conduct all criminal examinations which may behad before such magis­
frate, and prosecute or defend all civil action~ before such magistrates in which the county 
is'jnterested or a party: . 

,,' (2m) Give advice tos~lp~rvisors 'of soil a~d. water Gonsm;vation districts and repre­
sElnt thllm and thEl district m all matters, proceedmgs and actions fl,rising under ch. 92. 
. (3)' Give aclvice to the county board and otl).er officers of his county, when requested, 
in all matters in which the county or state is interested or relating to the discharge of the 
official duti.es of such b,oard 01' officers; examine .all cl!(ims against the county for officers', 
illterpretel:s', witne~ses'. and jurors' fees in criminal ,actions and examinations when pre-­
sented:to,thEl ~oUl1tyboard, . and report,in writing thereto as to the liability of the county 
to pay the same... •... . . 

(4) Attenq, when requested by any grand jury, for the purpose of examining wit­
n,eSSElS .in their presence;, gl,ve them advice in .any legal watter; draw bills of indictment 
all~l infol'mations; issue .subpmnas and other processes to Elnforce the attendance of wit-
neSSEls. .. . ' 

... (5 ) File, ,on 01' before the eighth day of November in each year, in the office of. the 
coullty cll)rk, an account ver.ified by his affidavit of all money received .by him during thl) 
preceding year by virtue of hif:l office for fines, recogIlizances, forfeihJ,res, penalties 01' 

costf:l, specifying the name of eacl;t person from WhOlP he Inay have received. the same; the 
amount received from each and the cause for which the same was paid; and at the sam~ 
tim~pay all.such mon~y to the countytre~surer; a:r;td for every neglect 01' l'efusalto render 
such accolint and pay the money so receIyed by hnn to the county treasurer he shall for~ 
feit not less than fifty nor more than tw'o hundred dollars. '. 

(6) Atbmd to the approval of transcripts in 'cases which he has tried during his term 
of office after his term of office has. expired; for which services so rendered he shall re­
cei'vecompensation fJ'qm the county where elected, not to exceed $25 per day for the time 
actually expended. '. ., . . 

(7) Upon the request and\ll1d~r the supervision and direction of the atto1'lley-ge~erai, 
.bl'iefand argue all criminal cases brollght by appeal 01' writ of error 01' certified from .his 
cOllnty to the supJ'ePle comt. , 
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(8) Serve as legal adviser to the county highway commissioner and draw all papers 
required in the performance of the commissioner's duties, and attend to all legal matters 
in and out of court where such commissioner shall be. a party . 

. (9) Enforce the . provisions of sections 100.22 and 100.23, by appropriate actions in 
courts of competent jurisdiction. 

(10) To enforce the provisions of all general orders of the iildustrial commission 
relating' to the sale, transportation and' storage of explosives; . '. 

'(11) Perform any duties in connection with juvenile court proceedings as the juvellile 
court judge may request. . 

History: 1961 c. 40; 1963 Sup, Ct. Order, 17 W (2d) '1'x. . '" 

. 59.475 Shawano county district attorney for Menominee county, Menominee 
county shall be attached to Shawano county for judicial purposes to the extent of the 
office and functions of the .district attorney,. and the district attorney of Shawano county 
shall serve as disti-ict a ttol'lley for Menominee county with all the duties,: rights and 
powers of district at-tol'lley therein, and no dish-ict attol'lley shall be elected in Menom~ 
inee county, the' county not being organized for that purpose. The county board of 
Menominee cOlmty tuay, however, employ a corporation counsel as provided :ins" 59.07 
(44) and said dish-ict attol'lley's powers and duties in Menominee county shall cease to 
the extent they are conferred upon the. corporation counsel. The'county . boards 'of 
Menominee county and Shawano county shall enter into an agreement on administi'ation 
of this section and the prorating of expenditure inYolYed,and for such purposes the 
county board of supervisors of Menominee county shall be authOl-izedto appropriate, 
leVy. and coIled a.suineach year sufficient to, pay.its shl;lre of such expenses. If the ,2 
county boards ate unable to agree on the prOl:ating'of.expenditure inYoh:ed,then the 
judge of the circ]lit CO~lrt for the. Te;nth Cir(juit shll, upon, (tppropriatE( notice and hear­
ing, determine the prorating of such expenditm;es on t4e b!\sis Qf a fair allocation, to each 
county under such procedures as he shall prescribe.' . 

, ':, : 

59.48 Not to be city attorney .. It is unlawful for any district attorney of any coun­
tyha"l;ing a population of 40,000 or more to hold the office of or act as city attorney of 
any city in the county of which he is district attorney. Hany district attorney violates 
this section, his office of district attorney shall be deemed vacant. . .' . 

59.485 May be town or village attorney. A dishict. attorney who is not c~mpen­
sated by the county on a full-time basis may serve. as town or village attol'lley, or as city 
attorney in any county having a popUlation of less than 40,000. In cases where conflicts 
al-ise ,as the result of his. being eniployed by a governmental unit other than the county, 
the dlSh-ict attorney shall withdraw from such other employment and shall represent only 
the inte1.'est of the COU~lty. 

59.49 Restrictions on district attorney. No district attorney shalll'eceivil any fee 
or reward from or on behalf. of any prosecutor or other individual .for ser\\ic.es in any 
prosecution or business to which it is his offic~al .duty to atfend; nor be conce~n~d,a.s 
attorney or counsel for either party, other than for the state or county, In any' civil 
action depending upon the same state of facts upon which any criminal prosecution 
<lommimced but undetm'mined dep~hds; nor shall any district attorney while in office 
be eligible to or hold any judicial office whatever, except' as follows: .Any district at~ 
torney of any county having a popUlation of 40,000 or less may also be the family court 
commissioner for such county ; however,' if said offices are so held by the same person 
pursuant to this authorization such person shall be disqualified from acting as district 
attorney in any action or proceeding involving the same subject matter, in whole or in 
part, of. any action or proceeding in which such p.erson has theretofore acted ,as family 
court commissioner and a special prosecutor in relation to any such matter shall there­
upon be. appointed pursuant to s. 59.44 (1); and such person shall likewise be disquali­
fied from acting. as family court commissioner in a.ny action or proceeding involving the 
same subject matter, in whole or in part, of any action or proceeding in which such 
person has theretofore acted as district attorney, and a, telllporary assistant family court 
cOilnnissioner shall thereupon be appointed pursuant to. s. 247.13 (4), .01' another at" 
torney shall be appolllted to perform the duties of family court commissioner pursuant 
to s. 247.16 in relation to any such.matter. No person who acted as district atto~'ney, 
assistant district attorney, or .special district attorney at the time of the arrest, exami­
nation, or indictment of any person charged with crime, and who was atsucl;l time such 
official of the county where the crime charged was committed, shall thereafter appear 
fo1.', or defend such person against the crime charged in. such complaint, information Or 
fudictment; 

History: 1963 C. 389. 
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Cross Refel'ence: District attorney may not be employed by common carrier or public 
utility; see 196.675. 

59.50 Register of deeds; deputies. Every register of deeds shall appoint one or 
more deputies, who shall hold their office during his pleasure. Such appointment shall be 
in writing and filed and recorded in his office. Such deputy or deputies shall aid the 
register in the performance of his duties under his direction, and in case of vacancy or 
t~le register's absence or inability to perform the duties of his office such deputy or depu­
tIes shall perform the duties of register until such vacancy is filled or during the continu­
ance of such absence or inability. 

59.51 Register of deeds; duties. The register of deeds shall: 
(1) Record or cause to be recorded in suitable books to be kept in his office, correctly 

and legibly all deeds, mortgages, maps, instruments and 'writings authorized by law to 
be recorded in his office and left with him for that purpose, provided such documents 
have plainly printed or typewritten thereon the names of the grantors, grantees, wit­
nesses and notary. Any county, by county board resolution duly adopted, may combine 
the separate books or volumes for deeds, mortgages, miscellaneous instruments, attach­
ments, lis pendens, sales and notices, certificates of organization of corporations, plats 
oi' other recorded or filed instruments or classes of documents as long as separate 
indexes are maintained. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the statutes, any county 
adopting a system of microfilming or like process pursuant to ch. 228 lllay substitute 
the headings, reel and image (frame) for volume and page where recorded and different 
classes of instruments may be recorded; reproduced 01' copied on the same reel or part 
of a reel. All recordings made' prior to June 28, 1961, which would have been valid under 
this paragraph, had this paragraph then been in effect, are hereby, validated. 

(2) State upon the record of any instrument' the number and denomillation of all 
United States internal revenue stamps, if any, affixed thereto. 

(3) Keep the several books and indexes hereinafter mentioned in the manner required. 
(4) Indorse upon each instrument or writing received by him for record his certificate 

of the time when it was received, specifying the day, hour and minute of reception and 
the volume and page where the same is recorded, which shall be evidence of such facts. 

(5) Indorse plainly on each instrument received for record, or file as soon as received 
a number consecutive to the number affixed to the instrument next previously received 
according to the numbering now established, and to enter the same in the indexes. 

(6) Safely keep and return to the party entitled thereto, on demand within a reason­
able time, every instrument left with him for record not required by law to be kept in his 
office. ' 

(7) Register, file and index as directed by law, all marriages contracted and deaths, 
births and fetal deaths occurring in his county. 

(8) Make and deliver to any person, on demand and payment of the legal fees there­
for, a copy duly certified, with his official seal affixed, of any record, paper, file, map or 
plat in his office. 

(9) File and safely keep in his office all records, documents and papers of any post of 
the Grand Army of the Republic and of any historical society in his county. 

(10) Keep a book and record therein all certificates of organization of corporations, and 
all amendments thereof filed or required by law to be recorded in his office, and an alpha­
betical index of the names of such corporations, with a reference to the number and page 
of the volume where such writings are recorded respectively. 

(11) File, indorse, enter and index all bills of sale, chattel mortgages, conditional 
sale contracts, assignments, releases and renewals, or copies thereof, affidavits relating 
thereto, and foreclosure affidavits, as provided by law. These documents shall be executed 
on white or light colored sheets of paper, 8V2 inches wide and 7, 10V2 or 14 inches long. 
W1lCnever after July 1,1943, there shall be offered for filing any instrument which varies 
more than one-eighth of an inch from the approved size, then in addition to the regular 
filing fee an additional filing fee shall be made by such register of deeds, as prescribed by 
s. 59.57. No assignment, release or other instrument shall be offered for filing which is 
executed or indorsed on any other document, but each shall be a separate and distinct in­
strument, excepting those assignments printed 01' written on and immediately following 
the original document, offered for filing at the same time, shall be considered as one in­
strument. No chattel mortgage or conditional sale contract shall be filed without the' 
post-office addresses of the parties. All assignments, releases, statements, renewals or 
extensions or foreclosure affidavits of any chattel mortgage or conditional sale contract 
shall contain the date of such chattel mortgage or conditional sale contract, its filing date 
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and document number. The register 01' any of his assistants shall not stamp any original 
document numbers 01' filing dates on any instrument except those left with him for filing 
01' certified copies. All these instruments shall be legibly written, and shall have the name~ 
of the grantors and grantees therein plainly printed 01' typed thereon and shall provide 
a space for filing data of the register of deeds on the outside of said document. 

NOTE: Clinpter 158, laws of 19i13, amende,l (11), efi'ectiYe July 1,1965, to read: 
"(11) File, hulorse, enter and index all documents pertaining to security interests In 

p<;rSOJI?1 prollerty, crolls 01' fixtures which are required or authorized by law to be filed 
wIth lllnt. These ,loculllents shall be executed on white or lig'llt colore,l slleets of paller, 
8Y:, inches wide Illul 7, lOY:, or 14 inclles long. "\V1,eneyer there is ofi'ere(l for filing any 
tloC~lJllent "'bieb varies Illore tllan one-eighth of nil incll frolll the RI)proYefl size, then in 
a(ldltiolt to the reg'ular filing fee an additional filing fee shall be C]inrged by such register 
of deeds, as prescribe(l by s. 59.57. No assignment, release or other instrument shall be 
ofi'cred for filing' w]11ch is execute(l 01' illtlorse,l on any other document, but each s]inll be 
n sepal'ate DIUl distinct dOClllllellt, excepting tl10se nssigl1111ents or notices tl1ereof printed 
01- 'Yl'itten 011 and iuuneflintely follo,,"illg the ol'ig;innl agl'eeluellt or financing stntenlent, 
ofi'ered for filing at tIle same time, slinll be considere,l as one ,locument. All' these docu­
nlents shall be lcgibly written, and s]inll ],a,\'e the names of the debtor and secured party 
plainly printed or tYlle(1 thereon an (I s]inll pro'\'ide a space for filing' data of the register of 
dee(ls 011 the olltsifle of sai.l dOCllIl1ellt." 

LegislatiYe Council Note, 1963: Changes signment of the security interest. The 3 
in language have been made to conform to sentences preceding the last sentence are 
the terminology used in the commercial stricl{en on the ground that they are cov­
code. "Document" has ,been substituted for ered by or are inconsistent with provisions 
"instrumen t" in several places as referring of the commercial code. See particularly 
to the total piece of paper flIed. A docu- ss. 409.402 (1), 409.403 (3), 409.404 (1), 
ment may contain more than one instru- 409.405 (2), 409.406 and 409.407 (1). (Bill 
ment, e.g., a financing statement and an as- No. l-S) 

(12) Keep these chattel documents in consecutive numerical al'l'angement, for the in­
spection of all persons, indorsing on each instrument the document number, the date and 
time of reception, entering the name of every grantor or mortgagor alphabetically in 
indices, of which each page shall be divided into 9 columns, with heads to the respec­
tive colmims as follows: Number of instrument, date and time of filing, name of grantor, 
name of 'grantee, name of instrument, date of instrument, amount, brief description of 
property, and the last column set aside for the entry of assignments, foreclosure affi­
davits, extensions and releases thereof. 

NOTE: C]lIlllter 158, laws of 1963, renumbere,l (12) to be (12) and (12m) and ;tmended 
them, efi'ectiYe July 1, 1965, to rea,l: 

"(12) Reep these c]lIlttei documents in cOIlsecutiYe numerical arrangenleIlt, for the in­
spection of all llersons, in(lorsing' on each (locument tile document number and tIle date 
and finle of reception." 

"(12nl) Upon tile filing' of a financing statenlent 01' other document eyltlencing tile crea­
tioll of a secul'ity intel'est in pel'sonol prOIJel'ty or fixtures or in crOI1S gTO,,·jllg or to be 
grown, enter tile nlllne of eacll debtor alp]lIlbeticnUy in in,lices, of wllich eac], png'e s]lIlll 
be dh'illed into columns' w11ic]1 sllall contain the following information: Number of tile 
tlocllment, date and tin~e of filing, llaJlle R]u1 address of (lebtor, nOUle· and u(I(lress of se­
cUI'ell party, llfillle of tIle dOClllllellt, the Rlllount, if any, shown ill tile (IOCnmellt, brief (Ie­
scription. of IH·ol)el·ty, roul tile last COIUlllll set aside fOl· tile entry of nsSigluuellts, continu­
ation stnfenlents, tel'Juinntion statelllellts, fOl'eclosure nflillnvits, extensions and l'elenses 
IJertnining to sue]l financing stntenleJlts or cllattel security docunlents. If tile financing 
statelnent eyi,lences tile creation of a security interest in fixtures, it also sllall be entered 
in tile tl'act index if one is kept in tI,e county." 

Legislath'e Council Note, 1963: That still leaving flexibility to enter additional 
part of present sub. (12) Which relates to information in the index if a register of 
the index of the flIes (as distinguished from deeds so desires. The requirement that a 
the method of filing) is renumbered (12m) financing statement which evidences the 
and brought into conformity with the pro- creation of a security interest in flxtures 
visions of the commercial code, The code, be entered in the tract index, if one is kept, 
while it does not expressly so state, re- restates a provision of present s.~ 122.07. 
quires basically a 5-column index. The (Bill No. l-S) 
above amendment will bring the present Note: (12m) was further amended by 
law into conformity with the code while Amendment No.2, S. to the bill. 

(13) Enter on the same line in the last column where the chattel mortgage 01' condi­
tional sale contract appears in the index, the document number and date of filing of all 
assignments, releases, renewals 01' extensions thereof and foreclosure affidavits, pertaining 
thereto. 

NOTE: C],apter 158, laws of 1963, repeale(l and recreated (13), efi'ectiYe July 1, 1965, to 
read: 

"(13) Upon the filing of ,an assignment, continuation statement, termination statement 
:foreclosul'e affidavit, extensioJl or l'elense pel-tnining to a 1l1e(1 financing stnteluent· o~ 
ot]lel' cllattel secul'lty (IOCUlnent, enter tile document number nnd tile date and time ot 
filing iII tile appropriate column of tile hulices refel'red to in sub. (12m) and on the same 
line as that on whic]1 tIle entry of the filed financing statenlent or otller c]lIlttel security 
docuDlent al)l)ears." , 

Legislath'e Council Note, 1963: Language revised to conform to the terminology of the 
commerCial code. (Bill No. l-S) 

(14) The county board of allY county may, upon request of the register of deeds, au­
thorize the destruction of all obsolete documents pertaining to chattels antedating by 5 
yeaJ.·s, including final books of entry. 

NOTE: Chapter 158, laws of 1963, amen(led (14), efi'ecth'e July 1,1965, to read: 
"(:!-4) Tile eounty board of ~ny county may, upon request of the register of deeds, 

autllorize tile ,lestruction of all obsolete (locuments pertait11ng to cllattels antedating by 
6 years, inchullng final books of entry." 
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'(15) Perform all other duties required of him by law. 
Hist01'Y', 1961c. 15,6, 159 j 163 c. 158, 237. 

1050 

59.513 Including name ofpe~'son drafting instrument. (1) No instrument by 
which the title to real estate or any interest therein or lien thereon, is conveyed, created, 
encumbered, 'assignedo'r otherwise disposed of, shall be recorded by the l;egister of deeds 
unless the name of the person who; or governmental agency ivhich, draftgd such instru;ment 
is, printlld, type1viitten, stamped or written thereon.in a legible manner. An instrument 
complies with this section if it contains a statement in the following form: "This imitru-
mei),t 1vas drafted by ........................ (name) ...................•.... ":, , 

'(2) This section does n()t apply to an instrument executed before May 9, 1957, nor to: 
"( a) A decree, order, judgment or writ of any court. 
(b) ,A will, or deat4 certificate. 
(c) An instrument executed or acknowledged outside of this state. 

59.515 EffeCt of certain omissions inregisters' records. The validity arid effect of 
the record of any im,trument in, the, o;ffice of register of deeds shall not be lessened or 
impaired by the,fact that the name of any grantor,gTantee, witness or notary was 'not 
printed 01; typed on the instl'uinent oi' by ,the fact that it does not comply with s; 59.513. , 
, 59.52 General index. Each register of deeds shall keep a ge~eral index, each page 
~f which shali be divided into 'nine colmlms, with heads to the respective columns as follo~s: 

Number Time ' 
'of of ' 

instrument. r,eceptiqn. 

1.'."', 
'0 ~ .•••••••• 

Nanie' 
of 

\l:rantor, 

Name 
of 

g~'lj,ntee, 

DescriptiOll 
of 

land. 

' •• ~ ••• ' j ••. 

Name 
of 

iIYstru­
ment. 

Volume 
and page 

where' 
recorded. 

". ",' I _, 

. , i ~. ,: 

To whom 
de!ivei'ed: 

!', 

............ " ............... . 

. . . . '.' .. , ........ ~ .,' .. , ..... . 

Fees 
received. 

. ........ . 

He 'shall make cOl,i'eCt entries in said index of every instrument or writing received by 
him .for record, under the Tespective and appropriate heads, entering thenameso£ the 
grantors in alphabetical Ol'dei'; and he shall immediately uponthe'i'eceipt of aJ1Y,slliih 
instrument or writing for record enter in the appropriate colmnn;and in the order of 
time ,in which it was received; the day, hOlU'allCl mim(te of receptiol!-; and the saine shall 
be considered as recorded at the time so noted. Wherever any register has made in any 
inde~required by law to be kept in his otfice, in the index colullln provided for descri)Jing 
the land affected by the instrument indexed, the words "see record," "see deed," "see 
moiotgage," ,or oiher instrument, as the, case may be, such wtry shall be a sufticientrefer­
erlee to the record of such instrument if it be in fact recorded at large in the place so 
referred to. 

'59;53Ind~x of records.H¢ shall keep an index of all records or files ,kept in his 
office showing the number of the instrument or writing consecutively, the, kind of instl'u-
lllE)llt and ,,,hete the ~alJ,1eis record~d, ol'filed, thus ,:," . 

Number 
of 

iristrume,nt. 

WHERE RECORDED OR FILED. ,Kind of instru - I'----'--~--'--'---'-.:.:.:.--'---'---;----'------'--'--'--'-'-----'-'-';_--'----'-----'--'-'----' 
,ment. 

Page. Letters of file.: , Volume' . 

......... ...................... ...................... ..................... . 
• ••••••. " • t.,' •• ~ ••• " " " •• •. ; ••••••• ~ .•••••.•• ! •. ~ •• , •. ~!~~ ••. " •. ...................... 

, " 

~Ild shan kee'p anothei:' index showing the riumhei' of tlleinstrdniilnt.'~iid the names 9£ th!,! 
grantees in' each instrument or writing in alphabetical order, and the names of the grant-
01'S, and the tolume and page where the sll.me is i~ecorded" and .the name of the instrument 
Oi·w:dting. 

'59.54 Recol'd of attachment~, lis pendens, etc. 'He shall keep a separate book or 
register divideclirito columns. with appropriate headings, in which, he shall, enter, au:ah­
stract of, every writ of,itttachmentor ,copy, thereof and certificate, of 'real estate, attached, 
of every certificate of sale of real estate, and of every. notice ,iof the, pendency: of any 
action affecting real estate, ,which maybefiledplU'suant to law in hisofllee, specifying the 
day, hOllr and minute of his reqeption thereof, the llaIneS of the, several parties,niebtiolled 
therein; designating separately plaintiffs and defendants ; the naniei; of the attol'neys ,?f 
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the respective parties; the date when the land was sDld; the descriptiDn .of all such real 
estate mentiDned, and the amDunt .of indebtedness claimed in any such writ, and the amDunt 
fDr which any such land was sDld; and he shall keep fDr each such bDDk an index, shDwing 
in alphabetical .order, separately, the names .of each party plaintiff and each. party de­
fep.dant, and the page .on which such name is fDund, and shall file and carefully preserve 
in ,bis .office every such paper received. -When a nDtice .of the pendClicy of an actiDn fDr 
the fDreclDsure .of q mDrtgage is filed he shall enter up .on the margin .of the recDrd .of such 
mDrtgage a memDrandull1 .of the fiJing .of such nDtice and .of the date thereDf~ .. 

59.55 Tract index system; 'pO'wer to' alter. (1) The register shall alsO' keep a tract 
index iri suitable bDaks, So' ruled and arranged that appasite to' the descriptian af each 
quarter sectiDn, sectiDnal lat, tawn, city Dr village 'lat 0'1' .other subdivision .of land' hi the 
county, which a cDnvenient arrangement may require to' be nated, there shall' be a blank 
space af aUeast fDrty square inches in which he shall enter in ink the letter Dr mtmetal 
indi~ating each valume, and' the class of recDrds .of SUCh'vDlume designating mDrtgages by 
tIle letter M, deeds by the letter D, andmiscE111aneDus by the abbreviation Mis., and the 
register .of attachments,sales and nDtices by the letter R, tDgether 11'ith the page of said 
vahlme upDn which any deed, Illartgage Dr .other instrumentaffectillg' the- title to 'bi' men' 
tiDningsuch tract 0'1' any part thereDf shall heretDfai;e have'been 0'1' ni~y hel'eafterbe re­
cDrded Dr entered; prDvided, t,hat nO' such index shall be kept in any caunty where nDne 
naw exists until .ordered by the county bDard to' be made; but nO' such index. when '.once 
made in any cDunty, shall ever thereafter be discDntinued, unless such cDunty has Dr shall 
adDpt, keep and maintain a cDmplete absh'act .of title to' the real estate therein as a part 
of the'recDrds af the .office .of the register .of deeds thereDf. 

, (2) In any cDunty which has a city .of the first class, the cDunty bDard .of supervisol's 
may, by resDlutiDn, adapt a mDre cDmplete system .of tract indices than that abDve speci­
fied, Dr a system .of chain .of title indices, prDvided such system be clearly specified in such 
resDlutiDn; and may thereafter at any time befDre the cDmpletiDn .of such system alter Dr 
change such system Dr add to' the same by resDlutiDn clearly specifying such alteratiDns, 
changes Dr additiDns. In the event .of such adDptiDn, said baard DE s,upel'visol's may CDll­
tract, with any suitablepersDn, to' cDmpile and cDmplete such system .of indices,and may 
make supplemental cDntracts fDr the cDmpilatiDn and cDmpletiDn . .of such alteratiDns, 
changes and additiDJ,ls, and may levy such taxes as may b~ required to' CDver the CDSt .of sO' 
dDing; said register .of deeds shallnDt be required to' cDmpile, install· Dr cDmplete such 
system .of indices Dr such alteratiDns, changes or additiDns; but shall after the same be sO' 
CDnipletedunder such can tract, Dr cDntracts .of such bDard of supervisDrs, thereafter main­
tain and keep up the same; and, thereafter shall diSCDntinue all .other tract indices there­
tDfDre in use 0'1' maintained. 

'(3) In the event'Df the adDptiDn .of any such system .of tract indices, Dr .of any such 
system .of chain .of title indices, by such cDunty bDard .of supervisDrs, by such resDlutiDn, 
if such resDlutian shall prDvide that any such index shall include an abstract Dr nDtatiDn 
of any prDceeding Dr prDceedings pending, Dr af any instruments' Dr dacuments ·filed 01' 

entered in the office .of the clerk .of anycDurt .of SuchcDunty Dr .of the cDunty caurt Dr .of 
thereg-ister .of prDbate, Dr .of any sales fDr taxes made by any Dfficel' .of said cDunty, .or .of 
any city in said cDunty, and shall call fDr a daily repDrt to' be made to' the: register ,0'£ 

deeds .of said cDuntyby any ofiicerin chargeaf any such .office .of. allY such prDceedings, 
instruments Dr dDcuments Dr tax sales, each such .office sO' called upDn by said resalutiDn to' 
make such daily repDrt,shall, up .on the clDse .of business .on each day repDrt,in ,writi;ng, 
under his hand, to' said register .of deeds, any and all prDceedings, instruments and: docl).­
inents,- and tax sales, sO' called·fDr by such l'esDlutiDn,and said register shall, when, re­
quired to" maintain and keep llP such system .of indices; nDte all such praceedings! instru" 
ments and dDcuments, and tax salesupDn such indices, inaccDrdallce with such resDlutiDn. 
, .' (:!)Wheneyer. inthe judgment .of the eD)1ntybDard of any cDunty any existing-tract 
index 0'1' indices beCDme unfit fDruse, because . .of mistake therein Dr .of iinperfectiDn in Dr 
i~sufficiency .of plan, Dr because .of becDming worn, overcrDwded, Drunservice~bleoi' unre~ 
liable fDr any reaSDn the cDunty bDai'd may at any meeting thereof, lJY l'eSDliitiDn, drder a 
l;!ew and cDrrected set .of tract indices arranged and cDmpiled accorcling to sUch plan as it 
may al\thorize, and in that behalf may purchase suitable boaks ancl receive bids aric1cDn~ 
tract with any cDmp~tent persDn to' dO' said1vDrk, at a price nDt exceeding five cents p'er 
folio,' 1vhicb shall be paid .out .of the county treasu:ry .on 'acceptance .of 'said wark :by the 
CDunty bDard. The persDn cDntracting to' dO' said WDrk, and his assistants, shall have 
access to' and be entitled to' the use af the DlcUract indices and Dther,recDrds in the regis­
ter's .office and .other cDunty recDrds; and when said WDrk is cDmpleted and said new tract 
indices are apprDved and adDpted by the cDunty bDard; the . .old h'act indices shall be pre­
served as prDvided in sectiDn 59,71 subsectiDn (2) . The resDlutiDns .of the cDunty boar~ 



59.56 COUNTIES 1052 

ordering, approving, and adopting such new tract indices, duly certified by the county 
clerk, shall be recorded in each volume of such new tract indices; and thereupon the same 
shall become and be the only lawful tI'act indices in the register's office. 

59.56 Special counties; record of changes in streets, alleys, etc. In counties having 
a population of two hundred and fifty thousand 01' more according to the last state 01' 

United States census, and when the county board has prepared and compiled in book form 
an eminent domain record containing an abstract of facts relating to tlle laying out, widen­
ing, extending or vacating any street, alley, water channel, park, highway 01' other public 
place by any court, legislature, county board, common council, village board 01' town board 
and shall make an order that such records with an index thereto be thereafter maintained 
and kept up, and provide a suitable book for that purpose, the register of deeds shall 
thereafter maintain and keep such book in which shall be entered an abstract of all pro­
ceedings Telating to the laying out, widening, extending or vacating any street, alley, water 
channel, park, highway or other public place by any court, county board, common council, 
village board 01' town board. Such abstract shall substantially contain the facts as to. the 
filing of a notice of lis pendens, the date of filing, the description, the court in which or the 
body before whom the proceeding is pending, the result of the proceedings, the action 
taken and the date thereof and briefly all the essential facts of any such proceeding, and 
such records shall have a practical index, with reference to the number and page of the 
volume where such abstracts are entered respectively. The abstracts and records to be 
kept by the register of deeds shall by him be certified to be true and correct and when so 
certified shall be prima facie evidence of the facts therein recited and shall be received 
in all courts and places with the same effect as the original proceedings; and the record 
so prepared and compiled by the county board shall be prima facie evidence of the facts 
therein recited and shall also be received in all courts and places with tlle same effect as 
the original proceedings. 

59.57 Register of deeds; fees. Except as otherwise provided by law every register 
of deeds shall receive the following fees, to wit: 

(1) (a) For entering and recording the following forms of standard instruments as 
approved by the register of deeds association and filed in the approved form in the office 
of the secretary of state: 

FEES FOR RECORDING WISCONSIN LEGAL FORMS 
Forms Nature of Instrument Fees 
1 to 14 Wal'l'anty or quitclaim deed ..............•.......•••••••••••.... $1.50 

15 to 32 },iortgage .....................•..............•............... 2.00 
33 to 36 Land contract .................................................. 2.50 
37 to 39 Assignment of land contract ........... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1.00 
40 . to 48 Assignment of real estate mortgage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1.00 
49 to 51 Pal·tiall·elease of mortgage ..................................... 1.00 
52 to 54 Partial payment mortgage receipt ............................. ~ .. 1.00 
55 to 60 Satisfaction of real estate mortgage ............................. 1.00 
(ab) An extra charge of 50 cents pel' mortgage shall be made for any mortgage over 

one in number, assigned, partially released or satisfied by anyone of approved forms 40 
to 60, both inclusive, 01' by any instrument in other than such approved form. 

(amy An extra charge of 20 cents pel' folio 01' fraction thereof shall he made on ap­
proved forms for all descriptions in excess of 2 folios, and a charge of 5 cents shall be 
made for every entry in the tract index in excess of 3. 

(b) For entering and recording' standard instruments not drawn on an approved 
form and other instruments for which there is no approved form 20 cents per folio, and 
5 cents for every necessary entry in a tract index in excess of 3 entries in counties where 
a tract index is kept; with a minimum fee for recording standard instruments not drawn 
on an approved form as specifically set forth in s. 59.57 (1) (a) of $2 for any deed, $3 
for any mortgage, and $1.50 for any other instrument. .. 

(c) In the event of conflict between pal'. (b) and any other statute, the prOVIsions of 
par. (b) shall, to the extent of such conflict, prevail. 

(d) No additional recording fee shall be required as the result of inclusion on an 
instrument of information concerning the identity of the draftsman under s. 59.513. 

(2) For recording any instrument written in any other than the English language, 
twenty cents for each folio. . 

(3) For filing and entering any writ of attachment or copy thereof, with the certifi­
cates of the officei', or any certificate of sale, 01' any notice of the pendency of any action 
containing not more than 20 defendants, $1, and 50 cents for every additional 20 defend­
ants in any such notice affecting from one to 3 lots, and 5 cents for each additional lot. 
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(4) For copies of any records 01' papers, 20 cents for each folio, with a minimum 
of 50 cents, and 25 cents for his certificate. ' 

(5) Notwithstanding any other provision of law the register of deeds with the approval 
dnd consent of the county board may enter into contracts with municipalities, private cor­
porations, associations, and other persons to provide noncertified copies of the complete 
daily recordings and filings of documents pertaining to real property for a consideration 
to be determined by the county board which in no event shall be less than cost of labor and 
material plus a reasonable allowance for plant and depreciation of equipment used. 
. . (6) For filing and entering' bills of sale, chattel mortgages, conditional sales con­

tracts, assignments and renewals or copies thereof, foreclosure affidavits, or any other 
paper relating thereto, $1; and for filing and entering releases thereof, 50 cents for 
each instrument released. Chattel mortgages or conditional sales contracts, together 
with a printed or written assignment thereon, offered for filing at the same time, 
shall be considered as one instrument receiving but one document number. The filing fee 
for such instrument shall be $1. Whenever there is offered for filing any instrument 
which varies more than one-eighth of an inch from the approved size as prescribed by s. 
59.51, I\-n additional filing fee of one-half the regular fee shall be made by such register. 

NOTE: Cllapter 158, laws of 1963, amendell (6), effeetive July 1, 1965, to read: 
"(6) For filing- mHI entering eacll IlocUlllent pertaining to seeurity interests in personai 

property, erops or fixtures wIllcll is requirell 0" autllOrizell by law to be filell WitIl 111m, in­
ehIlling tllose requit-ell to be filell witll Ilim pursuant to 1'11'1. 409.403 to 409.406, $1. For per­
fOl'nling functions under s. 409.407, tile reg-ister S]la11 cllarge tile fee stated in tllat 
section. A financing statenlellt ltDll an nSsignluellt or notice of assignment of the security 
interest, offered for filing at tile Same time, sllall be considered as only one Ilocument for 
tIle purpose of tllis subsection. '\V11ene"er tllere is offerell for filing any Ilocument wlllc]l 
,,"'ul.·ies more than one-eiglltlt of nil incll f1'o)u tl1e RI)prO-Yed size ns l)rescribe(l by s. 59.51, nn 
adlUtional filing fee of one-Ilalf tIle regular fee sIlall be ellarged by SUC]l register." 

Leg-islative Council Note, 1963: The lan- visions in the commercial code. The fee for 
guage has been revised and the provisions filing releases has been increased from 50 
of the section coordinated with related pro- cents to $1. (Bill No. l-S) 

(6a) For the filing of any other instrument where no specific fee is provided, an 
amount of 50 cents. 

(7) For a certified copy of the full record of any marriage, birth or death, $1; and for 
a short-form certificate, 25 cents, with the exceptions stated in ch. 69. 

(8) For examining the proofs of marriage, birth or death, when presented in the form 
of affidavits, fifty cents. 

(9) For making a new tract index upon the order of the county board, such sum as 
may be fixed by the county board, not exceeding two cents for each entry, to be paid from 
the county treasury. 

(10) For recording plats containing from one to fifty lots, twenty-five dollars, and for 
each additional lot, ten cents, except cemetery plats, containing from one to two hundred 
lots 01' fractional part thereof, twenty-five dollars, and for each additional two hundred 
lots or fractional part thereof, five dollars. 

(11) For ordinary exhibits or sketches, attached to or incorporated in any deed or other 
instrument not exceeding a page 10 inches by 16 inches, $5, and those exceeding this size, 
$10; except where a photostatic, photographic or similar process is used by the register 
of deeds, such fee shall be one-half of such amounts. 

(lla) For exhibits, drawings 01' plats and printed matter, attached to any deed or 
other instrument, not exceeding a page 10 inches by 16 inches, $10, and for those exceed­
ing this size, $20; except where a' photostatic, photographic or similar process is used by 
the register of deeds, such fee shall be one-fourth of such amounts. 

(11b) For registering any marriage, birth, fp,tal death or death certificate, when re~ 
corded into regular bound volumes, 01' filed in special filing cases, securely locked, 25 cents 
to be paid by the county. 

(12) All the foregoing fees to be payable in advance by the party procuring such 
services, except that the' fees for such services performed for a state department, board 
or commission shall be invoiced monthly to such department, board 01' commission. 

(13) For the recording of a right of way easement, or consent to easement, in favor 
of a co-operative association organized under chapter 185 for the transmission and distri­
bution of electrical energy and power in order to secure benefits made available under 
the federal electrification administration, ten cents each, if filed by the co-operative associa­
tion in the form of a photostatic copy. In counties where the register of deeds is on a, 
salary basis, the county board may vote to waive the filing of such easements in photostatic 
form, and may vote to waive the recording fee, for such easeIllents in whole or in part. 

(14). Fifty !lents for the filing of a certificate discharging an attachment 01' lis pendens. 
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(i5) For tlie fiHng of any pap~rs specified iiI section 69.225, 30 cents per folio. 
History: 1961 c. 554, 621; 1963 c. 158. 
Cl'OSS ref~relli,e I See 74.76 fOl; fees for filing federal tax liens and releases' of liens. ' 

59.575 Certifications and. filings for veterans; no charge. (1) Thetel;lll ((veteran" 
as .used.inthissectlon means any person, male 01' female, who pedormed active service 
i1+ ,the. ar1ped fqr~es of the U riHed States, during any war declared' by Act ,of Congress, 
and who has been,hollorablydischarged, or released from such active sel'vice under honor­
able c6n¢!itions, 01' 'who is presently serving in the armed forces of the Uriited States. 
,',(g) .No fee shallbe chal'gedby any l'egister of deeds,clei'k of circuit collrt or any 
otner publieofficer, either state, county or local, having custody of statistical i'ecol'ds, 
foi·, th~. making andcel~tifying. of 'copies, or examining proofs of atiy public record '. 01' 

instrum~nt,l'equired for or in connection with, the filing' of any claim ,oi' application 
wi,th thfl United States Veterans Administration. or any other fedeI'M agency, pi' to 
any stat,e. agency, or to the regularly established agency of any state, for benefits under 
federal 'oi" state lims,. by a veteran or by a,ny dependent ,of a veteran, when certified 
proof isreg'uirecl il?- tonnection '\vith any claim, 01' application .for benefits, under fe~eral 
ol~statelaws, tdwhich such 'veteran, 01' a' C1epentlent of a veteran, eithei' living or dead, 
mar be ''r'eqilired to file;' except, that in the counties where the reg'ister of deeds or clerk 
df,c~rcu'it court .. is'under the fee system. and' nota fixed salary,. the usual fee foi'siic~ 
service.shall be paid by the county to the propcr officer. The' provisions of this section 
shan ij'iiperseil,e allY provisiondf law ill conflict therewith. 

, ,59,58,: ,County. abstractor; appointment; duties.; fees. (1) Whenever any county 
adopts a . tract inde;xsystem or any recognized chain of title system, the county board 
ther!lo~ mity ere~te '!j,department to be. known as !'In abstract department,. either ~n connec­
tion, with or iriderieIidimt of the office of the register of deeds, as s:;lid county ):JOard deems 
advisable and may appoint a competent person fora term of two years, who shall be known 
as"the county abstractor; and shall ,have charge of and operlj.te said abstract department. 
The board shall furnish a seal for said abstractor, who shall place said seal on each and 
every abstract;issued by him. ... ' .' 
'(2) The regist~r of deeds shall be, eligible to the office 'of co~nty aqstl,'actor' :;lnd'may 

h?ldb?t4 ?,fiices ft the ~ame time. '.' ." , 
(3) The county abstractor shall at all times on demand of any person,al].d 011 payment 

of the fee therefor"make and deliver to any such person an abstract of title to' any land 
iri sitcl).county. . '. . 
'i( 4)' THe' county board shall fix the salary of said abstractor, provide'such clerical 

assistance as may be necessary and fix their compensation and shall fix the fees to be re­
cei+ed for th~ compilirig and fUl~nishing of abstracts and may at any time prescribe regn­
lations' for the,'operation and conduct of said department. All fees received for ;th~ COm" 
pilirtg and'fu\'1iishitig of abstracts shall be l)aid into thecouritytreasury.. ;', . 

(5) The county board may by two-thirds vote of all the members of'said board dis-' 
contimle the ,flU'nishing of abstracts. ' , . 

',\59.59', Suryeyor; deputies. The surveyor lllay,app~int andr~move deptities at will 
on filing a certificate thereof with the county clerk. , , ,. "" .', 

'! 59,60 Surveyor;, duties. The cOUlity surveyor shall: 
"(1) Elxeeute,ib'y'himself or his'depl'lty, any'shrveyrequil'ed of him by order of any, 

c'otiI'D of llponapplicatioh of any individual or corporation. ,}, ' ' .,. , 
(2) Make a record in bOdks kept tlieref01'; ofall'coiineI;s'set and the manner offixing 

the sam'e' and , of 'all cori'ected bearin'gs and the distances of all'conrsesI'im, ,of. each survey 
made by' him: or: his deputies and so 'arrange 01' index the same as to be easy or .reference 
and file and preserve in his office the original field notes and calculation thereof jand 
,yit4in,.ten, day~ a:t;ter, cOlllpleting any su~'vey, make a true and 9orreet, coPY qf the fore­
g(>ipg il'eC01~cl, hi .record bookstobe furnished by the COllllty and. keptou filein the office 
of the county clerk .. i, , 

"(!i(~ ) Furpish a .<;lOpy of any reco).'d,plat .or paper in his offi<;le tq any Person ,on demand 
rlud pIj.J~men~,of h,is legal fees, therefor. ' , " ,.' ,'. '." .... , .. ,' 
"lh(4) Administer, to every chainman, and ,marker assisting in any Sul'V~y, before .com~· 

mencingtheir duties as such, an oath 01' affirmation faithfully and impartially to dis~ 
Qharge the duties of chainman, 01' mal'ker, as the case may be j and the, said surveyor an,d, 
IUs ,deputiefl a'l'eempowered' to :admhiister'thesame. 

(5) .PerforIh sllCnotherdilties a~may be l'equir~d bylaw; , 
~, 'rJ ;! . ' : " r,!." .. "," .;, ',' : : ': ' i j" .,: ., ": • I ' • " ' , : , 

59.61 Hilwbearings expressed in surveys,' In allsilrveys the bearings shall he ex-
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pressed as nearly as may be according to the true meridian, and the declination of the 
magnetic meridian from the true meridian shall be given, with the year, month and.day 
of the survey, except in the survey of an east and west and north and south line, when the 
declination of the needle from the line surveyed with the date thereof shall be sufficient. 

59.62 Subdividing sections. Whenever.a surveyor is required to subdivide a sec­
tion or smaller subdivision of land established by the United States survey he shall proceed 
aecording to the statutes of the United States and the rules and .regulations made by the 
secretary of the interior in conformity thereto. 

59.63 Relocation and perpetuation of section corners and division lines. . (1) When~ 
ever a majority of all the resident landowners in any section of land within this state de­
sire to establish, relocate or perpetuate any sectiOllal or other corner thereof, or in' the 
same section a division liile thereof, they maymake a form'al applicationiil writing to the 
town clerk of the town in which the land is situated. Such clerk shall file such applicatiOll 
in his office and shall within a reasonable time give at least ten days' notice in writing' to tha 
owner Ol~ owners of all adjoining lands, if such owner or owners reside in the county where 
said land is situated and if not, by publication once each week fOr three' weeks sllccessively 
in a newspaper pliblished nearest to such land,' stating the day ai1Cl hour when the to\Vll 
board will meet to consider and pass upon such application, and said town board shall,'at 
such meeting, hear all interested parties and shall approve or reject such application; if 
such application is approved the town clerk shall notify the connty surveyor who shall 
within a reasonable time proceed to make the required surveyanellocation. If a COl'ner 
is to be perpetuated, he shall deposit in the proper place a stone or other equally durable 
material of the dimensions and in the manner and with the markings set forth· in section 
60.37, and shall.also entei' in his field notes OIle or more bearing trees if there be such, the 
species :and size, direction and distance thereof, and if there be no trees he shall deposit 
one 01' more suitable stones at a suffieient depth as witness to saiel corner, all of which· pro, 
ceedings shall be accurately entered by said surveyor or his :deputy in a suitable book to be 
kept for that purpose, carefully preserved and which shall together with all applications 
on ~le be turned over'\Jy such county surveyor to his succeS$o).· in office upon request and 
a receipt taken therefor. , 

(2) All expense and cost of the publication of said notice, if . any, and of said survey 
shall be apportioned by the town clerk among the sevel~al pieces. or parcels. of land in said 
section upon the basis of the area surveyed and byhim included in the next ,tax roll and 
shall be collected in the same manner as other taxes are collected. . 

59.635 Perpetuation of landmarks. (1) No landmark, monument, cornin;post 0'£ 
the govermnent surveyor survey made by the county surveyor or survey of public record 
shall be destroyed, removed, or covered by any material that will make said landmark; 
monumeilt, or corner post inaccessible for use, without first having erected as hereInafter 
provided witness or reference lllOnumeilts for the purpose of' identifying the location of 
such landmark and making a certified 'copy of the field notes of the survey setting forth all 
the particulars 'of the location of said landmark with relation to the reference or witness 
monuments so that its location can be determined after its destruction or removal and fil· 
ing the samein amanne~' hereinafter provided.' ." . . . . 

(2) .Whenever it becomes necessary to destroy, remove or cover up in such a w,ay 
that will make it inaccessible for use,' any landmark, monument of survey, or comei'· post 
within the meaning of. this section, the .person or persons who intend to commitsucli 
act. shall, serve written notice .upon. the county surveyor of, the co,unty within which said 
landmark. is located, except that. such notice shall. be served, l,lpon. the,. city. or .village 
engineer if such landmark is located within the corporate limits of a municipality, to 
the. effect that he, or they,deem it necessary to remove or destroy such landmark, g'i,ring 
a legal description of the same together with the reason for doing so, The county 'sur~' 
veYQ~',city or :village engineer uppnreceipt of said. notice, shallwithiu a"period pf .not 
to exceed 30 working days, either by himself. orby.his deputy, make a s<u'vey of S!\tt;l 
landmark, and, if he deems it necessary. because of the public interests to remove said 
liuld:illark;he shall ereCt 2 or mOI'e witness l~Ol:nlmellts 01:, if ",iithill 'a mlmi0ipl:)llty,~ay 
make 2 or more offset marks at places near said landmark and,,~hel;e they ",iIi' not 'be 
disturbed. He shall make a survey and field notes givihg a description of' the 'landniark 
and the witness monuments or offset marks, stating the material anel' size of th~ witness 
m01ll1ments. and loc!\ting the offset marks, the distance and courses in terms of :the. true 
mei'idian that. the, witness monuments bear from the landmark and, also, of .each ,:witll~S$ 
monument to at le~!'lt Ol)e of .fpe other witness monuments. ¥e may.also make.;n\>teJl. as 
to such other objects, natural or artificial, a~ will enable anyone to locate the poslhon 
of the,landmark, Thewitn~ss monuments shall be made of durab~!j .matCl:illl.of;:c~ent, 
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natural stone, iron, or other equally durable material, except wood. If iron pipe monu­
ments are used, they shall be made of 2 inch or more galvanized iron pipe not less than 
30 inches in length having an iron or brass cap fastened to the top and marked with· a 
cross cut on the top of the cap where the point of measurement is taken. If witness 
monuments are made of cement, stone or similar material, they shall be not less than 
30 inches in length nor less than 5 inches in diameter along the shortest diagonal marked 
on the top with a cross where the point of measurement is taken. The county surveyor 
upon completing the survey shall make a certified copy of the field notes of· the survey 
and record it as provided for in section 59.60. The city or village engineer upon com­
pleting the survey shall record the notes in llis office, open to the inspection of the public. 

(3) In those counties where there are no county surveyors or where the county sur­
veyor, because of illness or other infirmities, does not commence the work within the re­
quired period of time, a petition can be made to the county judge of the county within 
which said landmark is located requesting him to appoint a surveyor to act in the capacity 
of the county surveyor. The county judge, upon receipt of this petition, may appoint a 
qualified surveyor to act in the capacity of the county surveyor in doing this work. 

(4) The cost of the work of perpetuating the evidence of any landmark under the 
scope of this section shall be borne by the party or parties deciding to have such work 
done. 

(5) .Any person or persons who shall remove or destroy or make inaccessible any.land­
mark, monument of survey, corner post of government survey, survey made by the county 
surveyor or survey of public record without first complying with this section shall he 
guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be punished hy a fine of not to exceed 
$250 or by imprisonment in the county jail for a period of not more than one year. 

(5m) .Any person who destroys, removes or covers any landmark, monument 01' 

corner post rendering them inaccessible for use, without first complying with. the pro­
visions of suhsections (1), (2) and (3) shall be liable in damages to any person for the 
amount of any additional expense incurred because of such destruction, removal or 
covering. 

(6) It sha111)e the duty of every forest ranger, forest patrolman, conservation warden, 
and every other officer of the department of conservation and the district attorney to 
enforce the provisions of this section. 

(7) Every qualified engineer employed by the state highway commission 01' by a county 
may, incident to his employment as such, assume and perform the duties and act in the 
capacity of the county surveyor under this section with respect to preservation and per­
petuation of landmarks, witncss monuments and corner posts upon and along state trunk, 
county trunk and town highways. Upon completing a survey and perpetuating landmarks 
and witness monuments as provided in sub. (2), a state engineer shall file his field notes. 
and records in the district office or main office of the highway commission, and a county 
engineer shall file his field notes and records in the office of the county highway commis­
sioner, open to inspection by the public, and in either case a true and correct copy of the 
field notes and records shall be filed ,vith the county clerk and county surveyor. 

59.64 Certificates and records as evidence. The certificate and also the official rec­
ord of the county surveyor when produced by the legal custodian thereof or any of his 
deputies, when duly signed by him 01' them in his or their official capacity, shall be ad­
mitted as evidence in any court within this state, but the same may be explained or re­
butted by other evidence and if any surveyor or either of his deputies be interested in any 
tract of ·land a survey of which becomes necessary, such survey may be executed 'by any 
competent person to be appointed by the court before whom such matter may be pending. 

59.65 Surveyor; fees. The surveyor and his deputies may demand and receive the 
following fees, except it be otherwise agreed upon with the parties employing them: 

(1) For each day's service, fiye dollars; but the county boards of the several counties 
may at any anllualmeeting fix the pel' diem to be paid at a greater sum. 

(2) .For each mile traveled in going fro111 his office to the place of rendering service 
and returning, ten cents. ' 

(3) For plat and certificate, except town plats, $1. 
(4) For recording a survey, $1. 
(5) For each chainman and marker necessarily employed, not less than $2 pel' 

day,unless they be furnished by the person for whom the survey is made. 
(6) For making a copy, 10 cents a folio and 25 cents for his certificate. 

59.66 Penalty for nonfeasance. .Any county surveyor who fails or refuses·to per-
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form any duty required' of him by law shall be punishable by a fine of not less than 
twenty-five dollars nor more than fifty dollars for each such failure or refusal. 

59.67 County property. (1) How HELD. County property shall be held by the 
clerk in the name of the county. All property, real. or personal, conveyed to the county or 
its inhabitants or to any person for the use of the county or its i'nhabitants is county 
property; such conveyances have the same effect as if made directly to the county by name. 

(2)EFFEOT OF TRANSFER. All deeds, contracts and agreements made on behalf of the 
county pursuant to the directions of the board under s. 59.07 (1), when signed and ace 
knowledged by the clerk and the county feal attached, are valid and binding on the county 
to ,the exteI\t of the terms of the instrument and the right, title and interest which the 
county h,as: ill the property. 

Cross R!,f'Crence: SE)e 75.35 and 75.69 for restrictions on the sale of tax deeded land. , 

59;68 Courthouse and jail; restrictions. (1) Each county shall provide acourt-' 
house, jail, fireproof offices and other necessary ImHdings at the county seat and keep 
thenl'ln good repair. Rehabilitation facilities as extensions of the jail need not be, at the' 
county seat. 

, (2) No jail shall beconstl'l\cted until the plans and specifications are approved by th~ 
statedepal'tnient of public welfare. ", , ' , 

(3) ,When th!? courthouse from any cause becomes unsafe, inconvenient or lmfit ,foi' 
holding court, the board shall 'provide some other convenient building at the county seat 
for that purpose temporarily, and this building' shall then be deemed the courthouse for 
the time being. ' , 

(4) The construction of any c~urthouse shall be in accordance with plans and speci­
ficatiolls accompanied by the certificate of the circuit judge in whose circuit the building 
is t9,be erected, to the effect that after consultation with competent experts he is a<,lvised 
and believes that the couitrooms pI:ovided for ",vill possess proper acoustical prop~rties. 
The fee for this adVice shall be paid by the county upon the judge's certificate. ' 

(5) Repairswhlch amount substantially to a reconstruction of a courthouse shall he 
governed ,by the same restrictions, so far as practicable. " ' 

(6) The p~:i'sonnel i'equil;ed to compiywith ss. 53.41 and 53.42 shall be pro~rided atthe, 
expense of the county.' , ' , 

, .1listory: 19610. 540. 

59.685 Annual inspection. At least once each year the county board of each county, 
01' a committee thereof, sllall visit, inspect and examine each jail maintained by such' 
county, ;as to health, cleanliness and discipline, and the keeper thereof shall lay before 
it a calendar setting forth the name,' age and cause of committal of each prisoner; and'if' 
it shall appear to the said board or committee that any of the provisions of law have been' 
violated or negleCted it shall ,forthwith give notice thereof to the district attorney of the 
county. ", 

59.69 Fairgrounds and f~irs. (1) AOQUISITION; UllE. Land upon whi~h to hold' 
agricultl1r!\l and industrial fairs and exhibitions may be ;lcquired by county bO,ards and 
imprOVe)1leIits ,made thereOn. ' , ' " " , 

(a) In counties containing less thap qOO,OOO population, the county board mayanc 
mially,at the same time that other cOUlIty taxes are levied, levy a, tax upon the taxable 
pJ.'opertyof such county not exceeding four-tenths of a mill upon each ,dollar of the 
equalized v!\luation of the taxaqle property upon which other county taxes are levied and 
collected. " , , 

,(,b) The board may grant' the use of fairgrounds acquired under pal'. (a) toagricul­
tural a'nd o.ther, societies of similar nature for agricultural and industrial fai~'san~1 exhi: 
bm011~; 'and SItch otlier pui'Poses as tend t9 prqmote the public ,'\Celfare, and 'niayreceiye' 
donations of money, material or labor from any person or municipality for the improve­
ment 01' purchase of such land. All improvements made on such lands by societies using 
them may, he rellloved ,I>y the: societies at any time ,vithiri 6 months after their right to . 
use the land terminates, unless dtherwise agTeedinwriting between the, 'societies and the 
county at the time of the making of the improvements. 

, '( c )1n cOlmties' containing; more the 500,000 poplilation, by donation, purcha'se i or 
cOlidemnation, but not exceeding in value $150,000, and the board lllay convey or donate • 
silCh lands so purchased or acquired or the use thereof to the state of Wisconsin 01' to ' 
agricUltural and industrial societies for the purpose of holding' thereon agricultural' and 
industrial fairs and exhibitions, and may receive donations of money, material or labor' 
from any person 01' municipality for the impI'ovement or purchase of such land. If at ' 
any,time lands 01' the ltse thereof so conveyed or donated shall be abandoned 01' no' longel' 
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used for the purpose for which such lands or the use thereof w'ere so conveyed or donated, 
the title to such land shall revert to the county; and the commissioners of public lands, 
in the case of conveyances or donations to the state, are authorized and directed to execute 
and deliver such proper deeds of conveyance as well as revest the title to such lands in 
such county, and when such lands or the use thereof were conveyed or donated to an ag­
ricultural and industrial society, such propel' deeds or conveyance shall be executed and 
delivered by such society by its proper officers. However, the state may at any time 
within one year after title to any such lands revests, by propel' conveyance in such county, 
remove any structures erected thereon by or for the state subsequent to the acquisition of 
such lands by the state. ~> 

(2) AID TO FAIRS. The board of any cOUlity having a population of 30,000 or more 
may vote an amount not exceeding $20,000 and in an other cOlmties the board may vote 
an amoUllt not exceeding' $5,000 in the aggregate for all societies in the county in any year 
to aid in the purc;hase of, 01' to make improvements upon the fairgrounds for any organ­
ized agricultural society, 01' to aid any organized agricultural society 01' any incorporated 
poultry association in any of its public exhibitions held 01' to be held; and any amount so 
voted shall be paid upon demand by the. treasurer to the treasurer of such organized agri­
cultural. society, who shan keep an accurate record of the e2-.,])enditure t.hereof by such 
society, and file a verified copy of such record with the clerk within one year after· the. 
receipt of such amolmt. 

(3) REFERENDUM ON COUNTY FAIR. Whenever a majority of the electors upon a ref­
erendum in any county have approved thereof, the board may provide for and conduct 
county fairs and exhibitions and for such purpose may: 

(a) Acquire by deed or lease real estate and make improvements thereon. 
(b) Appropriate funds for the adeq:uate Equipment alld the propel' management and 

cont.rol of such fair or exhibition. . 
(c) Adopt rules amI regulations foi' the management and control of such property 

and of such fair or exhibition and for the appointment and salaries of persons necessary 
therefor. 

59.70 Isolation hospitals. (1) In counties having a population of thirty thousand 
or more the county bOal'd may erect, establish and maintain isolation hospitals or places 
for the. care and treatment of all persons afflicted with infections, contagious and com­
municable diseases, requiring isolation and quarantine under the laws 6f the state, who a;re 
inmates of the chm1table, penal, correctional and other institutions of said county or who 
al'e required to be cm'ed for and treated at the expense of saidcOlmty, The boal'd may 
also provide for the care. and treatment therein of all persons so. afflicted, who are. required 
to be cared for by the va.110us towns, cities and villages in said counties, lmder such terms, 
conditions, rules and regulations, as to apportionment of cost of erection of. such buildings 
and places a.ncl the expense of care and treatment of such persons afflicted, as may be 
agreed upon between the COlmty board and the. common council of such cities and the 
hoards of such villages mId towns, and each such council or bOal'd is hereby vested with 
power and aut.hority to. enter into such contracts and to appropriate such funds as may be 
necessary to cauy'into execution all contracts so made. 

(2) All isolation hospitals and other places, when so erected or established in counties 
having a county boal'd of administration, shall be conducted undm' the control and· man­
agement of said boal'd in the same .manner and to the same extent as other institutions 
under the control of such board, and in o·ther counties such isolation hospitals and other 
places shall be conducted under the control and management of the cOlmty board. Any 
resident of this state not indig>ent may he received into, treated and cm'ed for in such 
isolation hospital or other place upon such terms and conditions and at such rate or pay 
as may be established and flxed by the board having charge of such isolation hospital or 
other place; l)rovided, however, that indigent and destitute sick persons shall be cared for 
alld have preference of admission to such hospitals alld place~. 

59.71 Records where kept; public examination; rebinding; transcribing. (1) The 
books, records, papers and accounts of the county board shall be. deposited with the re~ 
spective county clerks and shall be open 1vithout any charge'to the eXalnination of all 
pE,rsons, 

(2) When any book or public l~ecord, or the record of any town, village or city plat 
in any county office shall, from any cause, become unfit for use in whole or in part, the 
county board shall make an order t.hat such book, record.or plat be rebolmd or transcribed; 
if. said order be to rehind such book, record or plat, such rebinding must be done under 
the direction of t.he officer in charge of said book, record 01' plat., and in his said office; if 
said order be to t.ranscribe. I:luch book, record or plat, it shall be the duty of the officer hav­
ing charge of the sanle to provide a suitable ;book. for that PII11)Ose; and thereupon such 
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officer shall transcribe the sallie in the book so provided; and carefully compare the tran­
smipt with the originaIs, and make the same a correct copy thereof, and shall atltach to 
such traJlscript a, certificate over hi'> officiaI signa,ture that he has carefully compared the 
matte'r therein contained with, and that the same is a, correct and literal copy of the book, 
record or plat from which the same was transcribed, naming such book. Such copy of 
book, record or plat, so certified, shall have the same effect in all respects as the OliginaI, 
and such Oliginal book, record or plat shall he deposited with the county treasurer and 
carefully preserved. The order of the county bom:d directing the transcribing of any 
book, record or plat duly certified by the county clerk shall, with such certificate, be re­
corded in each copy of book, record or plat transcribed. The fee of the officer for such 
service shall he fixed by the board, not exceeding ten cents per folio, or if such books or 
any part thereof consist of printed forms, not to exceed five cents pel' folio for such books 
01' records, to he paid by the county. 

59.715 Destruction of obsolete county records. -Whenever necessary to gain needed 
vault and filing space, county 01' court officers and the custodian of the records of all courts 
of record in the state may, subject to ss. 59.716 and 59.717, destroy obsolelte records in 
their custody as follows: 

(1) Notices of tax alJportiol1lnent received from the secretary of state, after 3 years. 
(2) Copies of notices of tax aPPOl'iiomnent sent to local taxing districts by the county 

cle,rk, after 3 yem's. 
(3) Records of bounty claims forwarded to the conservation commission, after one 

yea:r. 
(4) Lists of town, city and village officers certified tothe county clerk by the town, 

city and village clerks, after the elate of the expiration of the term listed. 
(5) Crop reports made to the county clerk by the local assessors, after 3 years. 
(6) Illegal tax certificates chaJ'ged back to local taxing distlicts, 3 years after the date 

of charging back the same. 
(7) Notices of application for the taking' of tax deeds and certificates of nonoccu­

pmlCY, proofs of service mlCl tax certificates filed with the county clerk in connection with 
the taking of tax deeds, after 15 yem's. 

(8) Official bonds, after 6 years. 
(9) Claims paid by the county, and papers supporting such claims, after 7 years. 
(10) Contracts, nOitices of taking bids, mld insurance policies to which county is a 

pm1y, 7 yem's after the last effective day thereof. 
(11) Election notices, and proofs of publication and correspondence filed in connec­

tion with such notices, one year after the date of the election, except in cases where an 
election is contested in which case such records shall be retained until one year after the 
contest has been settled. 

(12) Reports of town treasurers to the county clerk on dog licenses sold and records 
of dog licenses issued, after 3 years. 

(14) County clerk's copies of all'receipts issued by the county treasurer, 4 years 01' 

until after being competently audited, whichever da.te is earlier. 
(15) Copies of notices given by the county clerk to the town assessors setting out 

lands owned by the county mlCl lands sold by the county, after 3 years. 
(16) Tax receipts, after 15 years. 
(17) All ot.her receipts of the county treasurer, after 7 years. 
(18) Canceled checks, after 7 years. . 
(19) Oaths of office, 7 years. 
(20) Court records and exhibits in any civil, criminal action and proceeding, or pro­

bate proceedings of any nature under the jurisdiction of the courts of record in the state, 
provided the same shall first be photographed or microphotogl'aphed and preserved as 
provided in s. 327.30 in all cases except exhibits not of a documentary nature: ; 

(a) After 10 years from the' entry of a final ordcr or judgment therein, or 
. (b) After 10 years from the date when the same shall have been commenced; provided 

that the same shall have been dormant for 10 years and that the destruction thereOf shall 
be authOlized by the order of the judge of the court whose records are to be destroyed, or 

(c) Upon a written order of the judg'e of the court, the records of which are to be 
destroyed, the records and exhibits of that court which the judge deems obsolete and use­
less, hut not including inventories and final accounts of deceased persons, may be destroyed 
after 10 years as provided in pars. (a.) and (b) without being first reproduced, photo­
graphed or microphotographed. 
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J21) Case records and other record material of all public assistance kept pursuant to 
ch. 49 and s. 45.20 where no payments have been made for 5 years or more, provided that 
a face sheet or similar record of each case and a financial record of all payments for each 
aid account shall be permanently preserved, and provided further, that records of aid to 
theb)ind, aid to dependent children, old-age aSilistanceand aid to disabled persons, and all 
.case records of relief when a claim for reimbursement from the state is pending under 
s. 49.04, shall be destroyed only in accordance with the rules adopted by the state depart-
ment of public welfare. . . 

59.716 Transfer of obsolete county records. Prior to destruction under section 
59.715, the proper qfficers shall offer to the state historical society under sectioll 44.09, 
and if the offer be accepted by the said society within 60 days shall transfer, title to non­
current records in their custody as follows: 

(1) Original papers, resolutions and reports connected with county board proceedings. 
(2) Tax rolls. 
(3) Original minutes of the county board. 
(4) Records of any court in the state which have been photographed or mierophoto~ 

grapherl under s. 59.715 (20) or deemed obsolete and useless and ordered destroyed by the 
judge of the court whose records'al'e to he destroyed as provided in s. 59.715 (20). ' 

59.717 Destruction of county records, when~ If title is not' accepted by ,the state 
historica} society within 60 days after written not~ce, county officers maY destroy recOl'ds 
as follows: 

(1) Original papers, resolutions and reports appearing in county board proceedings, 
6 years' following the date of first publication ·of the same, i~l the official proceedings of 
the board. 

(2) Tax rolls, after 15 years. 
(3) Records of any court of record in the state which have be~n photographed or 

microphotographed under s. 59.715 (20) or deemed obsolete and useless and ordered 
destroyed by the' judge of the court whose records a.re to be destI;oyed as provided in 
's: 59.715 (20). '. 

59.72 County auditors; powers; duties. (1) In counties having a population or 
less than three hunch'ed thousand, according to the last preceding state. or United. States 
census, the county clerk shall act as auditor, unless an auditor is appointed as provided in 
subsection (2), and, wllen directed by resolution of the county board, shall examine th~ 
books and accounts of any county officer, board, commission, committee, trustees or other 
officer or eUlploye inh'llsted with the receipt, custody, 01' expenditure of'nl0ney, or by or 
on whose certificate any funds appropriated by thecoimty board are authorized to be ex­
pended, 1vhethe1' compensated for services by fees or by salary, and the books and accounts 
of justices of the peace, and all original bills and voucbers on which moneys have been 
paid. out and all receipts of moneysreceivecl by them. He shall have free access to such 
books, acconnts, bills, vouchers and receipts as often as maybe necessary to perform the 
duties required under tbis subsection and he shall report: in writing the results of such ex­
aminations to the county board. . 'i ,y,;' 

(2) The county board of. any county having less than .three hundred thousand popu­
lation, according to the last preceding United States or state census, may appoint and by 
resolution fix the compensation of a county auditor. A person so appointed sllall perform 
the duties and bave all the powers confel'l'ed upon the county clerk as audito.~' by su1;>sec­
tioil (1), and shall perfol'msuch additional dnties and shall have such arlrlitional' pOWers 
as are imposed and conferred upon him from time to time by resoluti6n' adopted by the 
board. 

(3) In counties having a population of 300,000 or more, I according to the last pre­
.c~ding .state 01' United States. census, the chairman ,of the county . board shall appoint Ii, 
person known to be skilled in matters of public finance and accounting to act. as . county 
auditor. Such appointment shall be made pursuant toss. 63.01 to 63.17 of the statutes 
and shall be subject to confirmation by the' .county board; The auditor shall direct the 
:l>:eeping o~ all of the accounts of such county, in all of its offices, departments and insti­
tutions,' an.d shall keep such books of account as may be I necessary to properly perform 
·tl,J.e duties of ·llis office. His salary and the amount of. his official bond shall, be fixed by 
the. county hoard .. He shall perform all duties pertaining to his office, and shall have all 
of ,the powers and perform all the duties specified and enumerated in sub. (1) and shaH 
periorm such other duties as may be imposed by the county board . 
. ,; (4) In counties included within sub. (3), the county auditor may appoint a 'deputy 
auditor pursuant to 88.63.01 to 63.17 to aid him in the discharge of the duties of liisoffice, 
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~ and who, in the absence ore1isability of the county auditor, or in case of a vacancy in 
· said office, shall perform all the duties of the office of county auditor until such vacancy 
is filled, or disability is removed. Such deput.y shall execute and file an official bond in 

· the same amount as that given by the county auditor. , 
, 59.73 Receipts and deposits of money; ,accounts. Ev!;)ry county officer and employe 

,and every board, commission 01' other body that collects 01' receives moneys for or in .behalf 
of the county, shall: , 

(1) Give such receipts therefor and file such duplicates thereof with the county clerk 
and county treaSllrer as the county board directs. 

(2) 'Keep books of account and enter therein accurately from day, to day with' ample 
desci'iption, thf) items of his official service, and the fees tberefor.' , 

''(3)' Pay all sllcb m'oneys into the county treasllry at such time as iSlirescribed by il~'v, 
0]' if not so prescribed daily or at such intervals as are prescribed by the county board .. 

(4) . Perform all other duties in connection therewith that are pre~cribed by or p~rsu­
ant to Imy. 

59.74 Depositories; designation. (1) The county board of each cOliutycontaining 
two hundred thousand or more population shall designate two or more, and in other couu~ 
ties the county board, or when the occasion arises and the county board is not iii session, 
then' acoinmittee of the board which has been authorized to i do so shall designate (ille or 
lnorp' banks, banking institutioils,or' trust compallies orgallized and· doing business tnider 

· the Wisconsin 01' United States laws, located in Wisconsin, as county depositories, one or 
more of which sha'll be designated as working banks,all deposits in which shall be active 
deposits. 

,59.75 Fi,lnds. to be placed in depositories; reports; cash balance. '(1) Wherlever 
'~ny county board shall have designated a county depository or depositories iniJ,ccol'danee 
."iitll the provisions of section 59.74 the county treasurer shall deposit therein as soon as 
r8Geived all funds that come to his hands in that capacity in excess of the sum he is au­
tho'rized by such board to l'etRin and any sum so on deposit shall be deemed to be in the 
COllnty treasury, and such treflsurer shall not be liable for any loss thereon resultiIig f1:om 
the faillll'e or default of 'such depository; provided, that the county board or a commit­
tee thereof designated by it may invest any funds that come into his hands i1).exce.ss' of 
the sum he is. authorized by the county board to r,etain :}or immediate use, in the name of 
the county in interest bearing bonds of the United States, or' of any county 01; inunici­
l)i:tlity in the state, and such board or committee may sell such securities when deemed ad-
vis able:.. . ' . 

. (2') Every such depository shall on the .first business dl\Y of each month, and oftenei' 
when requiI'ed, file with the county clerk a statement of the amount of county money de­
posited with it duriJlg' the preceding month, and the treasurer shall at the same time file 
1yith such clerk a statement showing the amount of moneys received and disbursed by him 
~hl1;ipg' the previous month. . , . . 

(3) TIle county board may fix the amount of money which may be retained by the 
treasurer but in no case shall the sum exceed $3,000; provided, that in I.\ll counties having 
.a POPlll~tion of 200,000 inhabitants or over, the treasurer may retainsuch:sml1 as may be 
;fixed by the county board, not exceeding $150,000. . 

(4) Such. treasurer and clerk, whenever the cash balance does not l\mount to the sum 
l1l1thorizecl. by tIle: county board to be retained, may. increase it to. such amount 1;l,Y thEjir 
check on the county depository or depositories in favor of such treasurer . 

.. 59.76 :. Claims against counties ; actions on; disallowance. (1) No action shall be 
brought 01' maintained against a county upon any account, demand or cause of action when 
the: only relief demandable is a judgment for money, except upon a county order, imle3s 
the county board shall consent and agree to the institution of such action,or:unless such 
claim shaH have ·been duly presented to such board and they shall have failed tOilet upon 
the same within the time fixed by law. No action shall be brought upon any county order 

'nntil the expiration of thirty days after a demand for the payment thereof has been J,nade; 
and if an action is, brought without such demand and the defendant fails to l\ppear and D,O 
proof of such demand is made, the court 01' tbe clerk thereof shall not .permit judgment 
to be. entel'ee}, and if judgment is entered it shall be absolutely void . 

. (2) . The decision of the COUl1ty board disallowing in whole 01' in part any claim of any 
person shall he final and a bar to anyacti9n founded thereon, except as provided in: sllb­
section (1),nnle8s an ·action behrolightto recover against the county within six' months 
after· such disallowance. Failure to allow a claim before lhe adjournment of the next 
annual session of the board after the claim is filed shall be deemed a disallowlmce; , 
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(3) The claimant may accept payment of any portion of his claim allowed without 
waiving his right to recover the portion disallowed. The plaintiff, if he recover any sum 
in excess of the amount allowed, if any, by the board, shall have costs irrespective of the 
amount so recovered; otherwise the defendant shall recover costs. No interest shall be 
recovered upon any sum allowed by the county board for which an order shall have been 
duly drawn, after the order shall be available to the plaintiff. The court may examine all 
the items of the claim presented to the board and, if it appears that the plaintiff has been 
allowed as great a sum on the whole claim as he is entitled to, he shall recover no greater 
sum and the defendant shall have costs. 

59.77 Claims, how made; procedure. (1) IN GENERAL. Every person, except jurors, 
witnesses, interpreters, and except physicians or other persons entitled to receive from the 
county fees for reporting to the register of deeds births or deaths, which have occurred 
under their care, having any such claim against any county shall: 

(a) Make a statement thereof in writing', setting forth the nature of his claim and the 
facts upon which it is founded, and if the claim is an account the items thereof separately, 
the nature of each and the time expended in the performance of any service charged for, 
when no specifi(J fees are allowed therefor by law, and, if the claim is for mileage, the 
statement shall specify elates and places so as to show between what points and when and 
the purpose for. which the travel charged for was had. 

(b) Such statement shall be filed with the county clerk; and the county board may 
in its discretion require that all or certain types of such statements shall be verified by the 
affidavit of the claimant, his agent 01' attol'lley; and no such claim against any county 
shall be acted upon or considered by any county board unless such statement is made and 
filed pursuant to this section. 

(2) OF COURT OFFICERS, CERT·IFIED BY DISTRICT ATTORNEY. No claim for official serv« 
ices, in any criminal action or proceeding before a justice of the peace or other magistrate 
shall be allowed by any county board until the same has been examined and a written re­
P01;t made thereon by the disti:ict attol'lley of the propel' county as required by subsec­
tion (4); nor shall the claim of any sheriff, undersheriff, deputy sheriff, constable or other 
such officer for the services or expenses of an assistant in making an an'est or commit­
ment be allowed unless the magistrate before whom the prisoner is brought certifies that 
there was a necessity for such assistance because of the dangerous character of the de­
fendantor because two or more persons were arrested at the same time. 

(3) OF JUDICIAL OFFICERS. County judges, court commissioners and justices of the 
peace shall, on or before the first Monday of November in each year, forward to the 
coiultyelerk of their respective counties a correct statement of all actions or proceedings 
had before them, during the year next preceding, in which the county shall have become 
liable for costs, giving the names of the parties in each action or proceeding, the nature 
and result of the same, the amount of costs in detail in each case, and what items, if any 
have been paid and the amount thei'eof. The county clerk shall file stlch statements in his 
office; and no such officer who shall neglect to make and return such statements within the 
time above prescrihed shall receive any compensation from the county for any service ren­
dered by hini in any criminal case or proceeding during the year next preceding the time 
when such statement is required to be made and returned. Each such justice of the peace 
shall also, at the time of making any such statement, annex thereto and file with the said 
clerk a sworn statement, giving the titles of all criminal actions tried before him during 
the same period in which the defendant, or any defendant, shall have been cOllvicted, and 
sha]l also state thereili th at he filed a certificate of conviction in each such case as and 
within the time i'equirecl by law; and no bill of any justice of the peace shall be allowed, 
in whole or in part, unless accompanied by such sworn statement, nor unless all such cer­
tificates of conviction have been filed. 

(4) OF COURT OFFICERS; CERTIFICATION; AUDIT BY DISTRICT ATTORNEY; WAIVER. Fees 
of officers, in any action 01' proceeding before a justice of the peace, court commissioner or 
eount}' judge, shall be cc>rtified to and allowed by the county board in the manner follow­
ing, ·and in no other way: 

(a) At least ten days before the annual meeting of such board every such officer shall 
make and file with the county clerk a certified statement of all actions or proceedings 
had or tried before him in which the state was a party, and wherein the county has be­
come liable for the fees of officers, or magistrates, within the year next preceding the 
date of such statement, showing the title and nature of the action 01' examination, dute of 
h'ial; the .names of all officers, who actually attended court and gave in a statement of their 
attendance and travel; .and also such on the part of the defendant as were allowed against 
the county, and the amollnt to which they are severally entitled. Such statement shall be 
slIbstantially in the following form, viz.: 
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STATE OF WISCONSIN } IN JUSTICE COURT. 
against Complaint for .... . .•• 

. . .. .... Before .... . ... , Justice of the Peace. 
Heard the .... day of .... , 19 .• 

To the County Board of .... County: 
I hereby certify that in the foregoing entitled action the following named persons ren­

dered services therein, and attended before me in the capacity stated, and that they are 
severally entitled to the amounts specified below for said services, attendance and travel, 
and that said services were actually and necessarily rendered, and said action was prose­
cuted in go"od faith: 

A. B. (constable or sheriff), actually and necessarily traveled in serving the .. herein, 
.... miles, and attended court .... days, and is entitled to .... dollars for other just and 
lawful services in the cause, and in all is entitled to .... dollars. . 

Dated this .... day of .... , 19 .. 
(b) The county clerk shall deliver such statement to the district attorney, who shall 

examine the same and make a report in writing thereon to the county board, 'specifying the 
items in each for which the county is or is not liable, and the extent of its liability if it 
is liable for a part only of any such item. Such statement and report shall be laid before 
the county board by the county clerk and in so far as the items charged therein are ap­
proved by the district attol'l1ey such statement shall be prima facie evidence of the claims 
of the persons named therein; and the board shall examine the same and allow such as are 
legal, and direct that orders be drawn for the amount allowed to each person named 
therein. If any person in whose favor any such order is drawn shall not call for the same 
within two.years from the time his claim is allowed his right to any compensation for his 
services shall be deemed waived and the county board shall cancel such order. 

(5) OF JURORS) WITNESSES) INTERPRETERS; PENALTY. Whenever any county is liable 
for fees of jurors, witnesses on the part of the state or on the part of the defendant, or 
of interpreters in any action or proceeding' before a justice of the peace, court commis­
sioner, county judge or other magistrate, procedme to secure payment of the same shall be 
as follows: 

(a) The officer before whom such juror, witness or interpreter attended, shall fmj1ish 
to such person a certificate setting forth the name of such person, the time served, the 
number of miles traveled by him and the amount of compensation to which he is entitled. 
together with. the title of the action in which such person so served, the capacity in which 
he served and the date of service. Such certificate shall be dated and signed by such 
magistrate and examined and certified to by .the district attorney of the 'COUlIty in whiclt . 
such persons or person so served. 

(b) The person receiving such certificate shall in the presence of the magistrate issu~ 
ing the same indorse thereon a certificate that he is the person mentioned therein by the 
magistrate, that the time of service, the number of miles traveled and the capacity in which. 
he served are true and c01'l'ect as therein stated, and that he has not at any time received 
any compensation therefor. 

(c) Upon presentation of such certificate of such magistrate, together with the cer­
tificate of such district attorney and of the person holc1ing, the same indorsed thereon as 
hereinbefore specified, the county treasurer shall, except in counties having a population' 
of over three hundred thousand; pay to the llOlder of such certificate the amount therein 
set forth, out of the funds of the county, and such certificate with the indorsement thereon 
shall be filed in the office of the county treasurer. . . . 

(e) Said certificate shall then be filed with the county clerk. 
(f) Any magistrate, juror, witness or interpreter who shall I~ake or sign any su~h. 

certificate which is untrue in respect to anything material, which he knows to he falf:)e,or 
which he has not good reason to believe is true shall be punished as provided in s. 946.12. 

(6) FEES FOR STATE1fE.NTS AND CERTIFICATES. Every court commissioner and justice 
of the peace shall receive frolll the comIty treasurer 12 cents pel' folio f01' making state­
ments and returns required by sub. (3) and 25 cents for making each certificate required 
by sub. (4). All such statements and certificates shall be transmitted to the county clerk 
by: registered mail and for transmitting such statements and certificates such courtcolll-
missioner 01' justice of the peace shall receive 12 cents. .. . 

(7) JUSTICES AND COMMISSIONERS. The county board at any session thereof, either 
an adjourned or a sp,ecial session, may as provided in sub. (4) (b) examine and allow 
any statement, account or claim of any court cOlllmissioner and justice of the peace 
which is on file with the county clerk before the opening of such sessioll of the county 
board. 
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(8) PAYMENT OF JUROR, WITNESS, INTERPRETER, A'rTORNEY, GUARDIAN AD LITEM ,AND 

TRANSORIPT FEES IN POPULOUS COUNTIES; PENALTY. Whenever any county having a pop­
ulation of 500,000 01' more is liable for juror, witness, interpreter, attorney, guardian ad 
litem fees on the part of the state 01' of the defendant in any action or proce~ding before a 
judge of the circuit 01' county court or before the medical examiner of such county, ,the 
procedure to secure payment of s~lCh fees shall be as follows: " , ' , 

(it) ,The clerk of the i'espective court, the register of probate, 01' the medical ex:­
ami:t;H'!r as the case may he shall issue to such person an order directing the county,treas­
urer tomake payment of such fee. Said order shall state the name of the person to whom 
payable, the time served, the number of miles traveled by him, and the amount of com~ 
pensation to which he is entitled, tog'ether with the title of the action iiI which such per­
son so'served, the capacity in which he served and the date or dates of service,or incase 
of h;anscript fees;' the title of the action and the dates 011 which the testimony fOl; such 
transcri pt was taken. ,,', " 

(b) The person to whom such certificate or order is issued shall be required to indorse 
the ,same prior to receiving payment and thereby indicate that he is the person men­
tioned therein, that the number of miles tmveled and the capacity in which he served a,nd' 
the work which he performed is true 'and correct as stated and that he has not at any 
time received any compensation therefor. " r I 

(c) Upon presentation of such certificate 01' order properly signed and indorsed,. the 
county treasurer of any county having a population of 300,000 01' more shall pay to the 
holder upon surrender thereof the amount therein set forth, and such order 01' certificate' 
shall thereafter in all other respects be handled by said treasurer in the same manner'as' 
all othel'county oiders drawn upon him are handled. 

(d) Any judge, magistrate, juror, witness, interpreter, attorney, guardian ad litem 
or recipient of transcript fees 1vho shall make, sign 01' endorse any such certificate or order 
which is untrue in respect to anything material, which he knows to, be false" 01' which he 
has not good 1'eason to believe is true, shall be punished as provided in s. 94Q.12. 

Histo~'Y: 1961 c. 614; 1963 e. 407. ' 

59.78 Special counties; classification of claims. In counties containing a popuHi~ 
tion of more than three hundred thousand, the county auditor shall classify all such claims 
according to the budgetary fund8 provided for in section 59.84, against which they are 
chargeable, before slich claims are laid before such board. He shall then submit with the 
claims chargeable against each fund, a statement of the balance in such funcl against 'ivhich' 
nc)'County orders have been issued. If such balance in any fund is less' than the total of 
the claims chargeable against such fund, he shall call the attention of the board to that fact, 
and such boal'd shall not issue county orders in, excess of such balance without previously 
appropriating to such fund an additional sum at least sufficient to cover such orders! ' If 
any claims or claim shall be for a purpose for which no specific appropriation has been 
made in the budget, such claim 01' claims shall be considered as chargeable against the con­
tingent fund. When the county auditor countersigns any order on the county tteasllrer 
for ,the payment of, a claim allowedh'e shall charg'e such order against the fund appro", 
priated for that purpose. ' 

59.79 Action on claims by board. The county clerk shall, on th\l first dllY' of any 
meeting of the county board, lay before said board all such claims, stl\tements of which 
have been filed in his office since the last meeting of such board, with a schedule of the 
same showing the amount thereof and the order in which the same were filed; and the 
coiuity board shall act lipon all sheh claims before the adjournment of the next a~llluill 
session of such board after such statements were filed with the clerk, arid shall examine 
and allow 01' disallow the same in whole 01' in part unless withdraw1i by leave of the b:oaJ.'d; 
and incase ,of the disall01vance of a part of an account or other claim composed of sepa­
rate items the boahl shall designate particularly each item disallowed; and wheil 'the 
amoimt allowedfOl' any claim shall have been accepted and received by the claimant; and 
no action shall be brought to recover the remainder thereof, no further sum shall there­
after be allowed or, paid thereon by the county board. The cOlinty' boarc1,or a committee 
thereqf, ,for the purpose of. ascertaining the facts in relation to any claim presented for, 
their exemption and allowance, may take such testimony ai> they may deem necessai'Y. '; 

, 59:80Salariesandauto:in:obile allowance; when payable. Salaries o{coUlity offi­
cllrs and employe,! shall be paid at the end of each month, buf the county board of any 
county may authorize the payment of such salaries semimonthly or once in every 2~"eeks 
in8uch manner as it !hay 'determine. Payment for automobile a1l6wance tobfficers'anc1 
employes, duly altthorized to use privately owned automobiles in their wOi'kfor the county, 
shall be made upon certification of the l'espective department heads'in a 111a1111er similai' 
to that in which salaries are paid, provided such method of payment of automobile allow-
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ance.is authorized by ordinance specifically stating the departments to which it shall 
~pply. 

59.81 Oounty orders and scrip. (1) ISSUANOE; LunTATIONS. When any claim is 
'allowed by any county board, either in whole 01' in part, said board shall, direct an order 
to be drawn upon the county treasui'er in favor of the claimant for the amount' sCi al­

'lowed, bilt no order except for the per diem and mileage of the members of said board 
shall be drawn in favor of any claimant within five days after the allowance of his clainl. 
Any person whose claim has been allowed in part may'receive the oi'der drawn fo~' the 
part so allowed without prejudice to his right to appeal as to the part disallow~d. But no 
county board shall issue a greater amount of orders, scrip and certificates of indebtedness 
'than the amount of the county taxes levied in such county for swih yeilr. The comity 
board may authorize the issuance of orders, scrip 01' certificates of indebtedness at (Crate 
of interest specified thereon, bilt not to exceed six per cent pel' minum; except thatsllch 
orders, scrip and certificates of indebtedness shall bear no interest if paid and' payable 
within one month from date of issuance, and shall bear no interest after date of publica­
tion of redemption notice as hereafter provided. The, county treasurer may give notice 
that the, county will redeem certain outstanding orders, scrip or certificates by publication 
in any newspaper published in the county. Such publication .shall specify the particular 
orders; scrip or certificates, 01' series thereof then redeemable. 

(2) DISBURSEMENTS ON. In all counties having a population of less than three hun­
ched thousand, all disbursements from the county treasury shall' be made' by the 'county 
treasurer upon the written order of the county clerk after propel' vouchers have been'filed 
in the office of the' county clerk; and in all cases where the statutes pl'ovide for payment 
by the treasurer without an order of the county clerk, it shall hereafter be the duty of the 
county clerk to draw and deliver to the treasurer an order therefor before 01' at the time 
when shch payment is required to be made by the treasurer. The provisions of this sub­
section shall apply to all special and general provisions of the statutes l'elative,tothe dis­
bursement of money from the county treasul'Y. 
, (3) SPECIAL OOUNTIES; OOUNTERSIGNED BY AUDITOR. In all counties having a popu­
lation of 300,000 01' more all orders and wal'l'ants drawn upon or against county funds 
shall, be countersigned 1JY the county auditor; and the treasurer of such county shall 
make no payments of county funds for any purpose unlei;ls the order, warrant, certificate, 
direction or authority given him for such paymeJ?t, is countersigned by such county 
,auditor. This provision requiring the countersigning, by saidauditor,$)mll apply, to all 
laws and statutes, special and general, relative to the payment o~ county funds by the 
county treasurer except certificates or orders issued for the payment of juror, witness, 
interpreter, attorney, guardian ad litem and transcript fees. : ' 

(4) EXAMINATION OF, The county board at their annual session, or oftener if they 
'deem necessary, shall carefully examine the county orders returned paid by the county 
treasurer by comparing each order with the record of orders in the county clerk's office, 
and cause to be entered in said record opposite to the entry of each order issued the, date 
,when the same was canceled. They shall also make a complete list of the o~'ders SO can,­
celed, specifying the number, date, amount, and person to whom, the same is made, pay­
able, except in counties having' a population of more than five hundre~1, thousand, the 
name of the person to whom the same is made payable may be omitted, which statement 
shall be entered at length on the journal of the board; ,and immediately after the above 
requirements are complied with the orders so canceled shall be destroyed in the presence of 
the board. 

(5) UNOALLED FOR ORDERS; OANOELLATION; REISSUE. The county clerk shall prepare 
and present to the county board, at each annual session thereof, a descriptive list giving 
the amount, date and payee of all county orders which have remained in his office for two 
years unca1led for by the payee.' The board shall cause such orders to be compared with 
such list; and when found 01' made correct such list shall be entered at length on the jour­
nal of the 'board and filed in the office of such clerk; and all such orders shall be canceled 
and desti'oyed. The person in whose favor such order was di'awn, excepting those issued 
under the provisions df subsection' (4) of section 59.77; may, upon application to the chair­
man of, the board and county clerk, made within six years from the date of such order and 
not afterwards, have a new order issued to him for the amount of the original, without 
interest. 

59.82 Magistrates' dockets, audit and report. The auditing committee of the 
Gounty 1Joard III counties which have such a committee and in other counties the county 
auditQr, or ,the county clerk if there is no county auditor, shall personally, bElfore the 
meeting of the county board in, Elach year, inspect the docket of' every justice of the 
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peace, municipal justice of the peace or other magistrate in the county who is authorized 
to receive fines under s. 960.34, when such magistrate has had any criminal case during 
the previous year and ascertain therefrom the amount of such fines received by any such 
magistrate during the preceding year ending October 31 and make a separate wl:itten 
report for each such magistrate, which report shall be verified by his affidavit, embrace 
the title of each case in which any such fine was received, the date of conviction and the 
total amount of fines receiveq during the period covered by such report. To facilitate the 
making of SllCh, examinations and reports the several magistrates shall deliver their 
dockets to the auditing committee, county auditor or county clerk, as the case may be, at 
sllch time before or during the annual meeting of the comIty board and at such place as 
such committee, auditor or clerk may designate, to be forthwith examined and to be 
returned to such magistrate on the same day of delivery. The county board shall, at their 
annual meeting, compare the reports upon such examinations with those made by magis­
trates pursuant to said s. 960.34. 

History: 1961 c. 614. 

59.83 Publication of financial report. The several county boards shall cause to be 
made out and published immediately after their annual meeting, in at least one newspaper 
published in their county, if such there be, a report of the receipts and expenditures of 
the year next preceding and the accotlnts allowed; and if no newspaper be published in the 
county, then a copy of such report shall be posted on the courthouse door and at two 
other public places in the county. The county board may within its discretion waive the 
ptlblication of names of needy soldiers, sailors, marines and United States war veterans 
and the amount of relief provided under section 45.14 and shall publish in lieu thereof 
the total disbursements thereunder. 

59.84 Budgetary procedure in populous counties. (1) ApPLICATION. The provi­
sions of this section shall apply to all counties having a population of 500,000 or more. 

(2) DEPARTMENT DEFINED. In this section the word "department" shall be construed 
to include all county departments, boards, commissions, institutions, offices, and other agen­
cies of the county goverment for which funds may be legally appropriated. 

(3) FISOAL YEAR, The fiscal year in every such county shall be the calendar year. 
(4) SUBMISSION OF ANNUAL BUDGET ESTIMATES. In every such COtuIty each depart­

ment shall annually, at such time as the C01111ty auditor directs, but not later than July 15, 
file with the county auditor in such form and content as the county auditor requires: (a.) 
estimates for the ensuing fiscal year covering the revenues and expenditures of the depart­
ment; (b) estimates of any capital improvements pending or proposed to be undertaken 
within the ensuing fiscal year, and within the 4 fiscal years thereafter; and (c) such 
other information as the county auditor requests. 

(5) COMPILATION m' BUDGET REQUESTS. The county auditor shall transmit the annual 
budget estimates of each department to the county executive and the county board not later 
than August 15 and shall also submit: (a) a statement of principal and interest becom­
ing due on bonds outstanding and on other financial obligations; (b) his estimate of all 
other expenditures including proposed expenditures on capital improvements not financed 
by bonds; (c) his estimate of anticipated issues of new bond obligations during the en­
suing fiscal year tog'ether with a statement of the funds required for maturities and inter­
est payments on such issues; (d) his estimate of funds required as an appropriation for 
contingencies; and (e) his estimate of revenue from all other sources. He shall also sub­
mit a complete summary of all of the budget estimates and a statement of the property 
tax levy required if ftmds were appropriated on the basis of such estimates. In deter­
mining the property tax levy required, he shall deduct from the total estimated expendi­
tures, the . estimated amount of revenue from other than property tax levy sources and 
shall also deduct therefrom the amount of any surplus at the close of the fiscal year next 
preceding which has not been legally appropriated dming the current year. The term 
"surplus" ineans that portion of any given fund or funds which remain, determined by de­
ducting the sum of the following items as of the close of the fiscal year: (a) sinking 
funds created pursuant to law; (b) highway funds; (c) insurance fund created pursuant 
to s. 59.07 (2); (d) agency and trust funds including taxes collected in advance; (e) 
appropriations that are encumbered or are being carried over pursuant to sub. (11); and 
(f) current liabilities; from the sum of the following items: (g) money in the county 
treasury; (h) investments made by the county pursuant to ss. 59.75 (1) and 66.04 (2); 
(i) revenue accruals ordinarily payable into the county treasury prior to January 31 of 
the ensuing year and due fi'om the United States treasury, state of "Wisconsin, from 
municipalities and from county departments; and (j) inventories of commodities in 
stores. The surplus as determined upon the annual closing of the books of account may, 
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prior to the adoption of the tax levy, by resolution adopted by a vote of two-thirds of the 
members-elect of the county board, be appropriated in whole 01' part to provide a sinking 
fund for the redemption or repurchase of bonded obligations or to provide funds for 
emergency needs pursuant to sub. (9), but for no other purposes. 

(6) REVIEW OF BUDGET REQUESTS. The county executive shall review the estimates of 
expenditures and revenues and shall hold public heal.'ings thereon at which the head or 
a representative of every county department shall appear and give information with 
regard to the appropriations requested, including work programs, other justification of 
expenditures, and such other data as the county executive requests. The county executive 
shall make such changes in the proposed budget as in the executive's discretion may be 
deemed desirable or proper, and shall, on or before October 1, submit to the county board 
the budget, as amended, after such hearings. Such amended proposed budget shall be the 
evecutive's budget and shall include: (a) a simple, clear, general summary of the 
detailed contents of the budget; (b) a comparative statement by organization unit and 
principal object of expenditure showing the actual expenditures of the precedulg fiscal 
year, the appropriations and estimated expenditures for the fiscal year cllrrently ending, 
and the recommended appropriations for the fiscal year next succeeding; and (c) a com­
parative statement of the actual revenues from all sources including property taxes during 
the precedillg fiscal year, the anticipated revenues and the estimated revenues for the 
fiscal year currently ending, and the anticipated revenues for the fiscal year next succeed-' 
ing including any surplus from the precedillg fiscal year not otherwise appropriated pur­
suant to sub. (9). The anticipated revenues for the fiscal year next succeeding shall be 
equal in amount to the recommended appropriations. The executive budget shall be 
accompanied by a message prepared by the county executive which shall outlule the 
important features of the budget plan and indicate any major changes Ul policy or ill rec­
ommended appropriations or revenues as compared with the fiscal year currently endillg, 
and shall set forth the reasons for such changes. 

(7) PUBLICATION OF BUDGET AND PUBLIC HEARING. The county board shall refer the 
executive budget to the finance committee and such committee shall publish at least once, 
a summary of the executive .budget and comparative figures together with a statement of 
the county's bonded indebtedness, Ul the 2 daily newspapershavillg the largest cir!Jula­
tionin the county, and shall make available to the general public reprinted copies of the 
summary as published. The publication shall also state the date, hour, and place of the 
public hearing to be held by the county board on such executive budget. The county bom:d 
shall, not less than 14 days after publication of the summary of the executive budget, 
but not later than the first Monday Ul November of each year and prior to the adoption 
of the property tax levy, hold a public hearulg on such executive budget, at which time 
citizens may appear and express their opinions. After such public hearulg, and. 01;1 or. 
before the annual meeting, the finance committee shall submit to the cOlmty board its 
recommendations for amendments to the executive budget, rrany, and the county board 
shall adopt the budget with such changes as it deems proper and advisable. When. so 
adopted, the sums provided shall, subject to the provisions of sub: (8), constitute legal 
appropl'iations and anticipated revenues for the ensuillg year. 

(8) TRANSFERS OF APPROPRIATIONS. At the request of the head of any department, 
and. after receivulg the recommendation of the county executive, the finance committee 
may at any time during the fiscal year transfer any unencumbered appropriation balance 
01' portion thereof between principal objects of expenditures within a department; but 
no transfers shall be made of appropriations originatulg' from bond funds unless the 
purpose for which the bonds were issued has been fulfilled 01' abandoned. If the county 
executive fails to make a recommendation within 10 days after the submission of a request 
for transfer, the finance committee may act upon such request without his recommenda­
tion. Whenever more than one department is under the jurisdiction of the same board 
or commission or under the same general management, such g-roup of departments may 
be considered as though they were a sillgle unit with respect to transfers of appropria­
tions within the group. Upon the recommendation of the finance committee and within 
the last 3 months of the fiscal year, the county board may, by resolution adopted by a 
majority of the members present and VOtUlg at any meetillg, transfer any unencumbered 
appropriation balance or portion thereof from one department 01' account to another, 
except appropriations which are irrepealable by law, and except as otherwise provided 
by sub. (9). 

(9) ApPROPRIATIONS, SUPPLEMENTAL AND EMERGENOY. At the request of the head of 
any department and aiter review and recommendation by the finance' committee, . the 
county board may, by resolution adopted by a vote of two-thirds of the memherscelect 
of the county boaI'd, transfer from the contingency appropriation into any other appro­
priation or create a new appropriation for any legal county purpose whenever any unfo1'-' 
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seen 'condition requiring an appropriation of funds occurs during the budget year. If 
durrng any fiscal year t.he comity auditor certifies that there are available for appropria­
tion (a) ,revenues received from sources not anticipated in the budget intbat year, (b) 
revenues received from anticipated sources but in excess of the budget estimates thereof, 
or (c) unappropriated SUl1)lus from the fiscal year next preceding, the county board lllay 
m&ke suppl\,mental \lppropriations for the year up to the amount of the additional rev-, 
enue and surplus so C81tified to meet a public emergency affecting life, health, property or 
th,e public welfa~·e. Such appropriation may 1)e made only by resolution adopted by a 
vote of .two-thirds of the members-elect of the county board. To the extent that 
thE)~'eru.eno available unappropriated funds or realized revenues in excess of anticipated 
revenues. to me.et such an emergency, the county board may, by resolution adopted by 
three~fourths of tl)e members-elect, authorize the issuance. of tax anticipation notes pur­
suant to s. 67.12. Notice of intent to make supplemental appropriations from revenues or 
surplus or .to issue tax anticipation notes shall be published at. least o.nce in the, 2. daily 
l~e1\'Spapers having the laJ.'gest circulation in the county not less than 6 days. prior to 
the ,hearings before the finance committee of the county board in regard to such matters. 

(10) ORDINANOE INOREASING. SALARIES; .NEW POSITIONS; WHEN EFFEOTIVE. No ordi­
nance .01' resolution authoi'iziilg the creation of new or additional positions or increasing 
sala.l'ies. shall become effective in any .fiscal year until. ail appropriation of funds for such 
purpose is made or .the ordinance or resolution contains a provision for the transfer of, 
flvlds if required. All such ordinances or resolutions which do not require an appro"., 
priation or transfer of funds, shall state therein the specific account or accounts in which 
funds are available. for sllCh purposes. 

(11) LApSE OF APPROPRIATIONS. Every appropriation excepting an appropriation for 
a capital expenditure, or a major repair, shall lapse at the close of the fiscal year to the 
extelit that, it has not been' expended or encumbered. An appropriation for a Cal)ital 
expenditUl'e or a major repair shall continue in force until the purpose for whicliit was' 
made has been accomplished or abandoned. The purpose of such appropriation' for any 
capital expenditure or a InajOJ' ,repair shall be deemed abandoned if 3 years pass without! 
any ,expenditure from,. or encumbrance.of, the appropriation 'concerned. ' 

. (12) PAYMENTS AND OBLIGATIONS PROHIBITED ; OERTIFICATIONS; PENAL'L'IES. No pay­
ment shall be authorized or made and no obligation incurred against the COltntyexcept in 
accordance with appropriations duly made. No payment shall be' l1iade ' or .oblig·atiori 
iilcurred against any appropriation unless the county auditor first cmtifies thatthel.'e is a 
sufficierit mlencUlnbered balance in the appropriation and that fundstherefrOlii al:e a,;iIilc 

able or will be available to make the payment or to meet the obligation concerned When 
it hecomesdue and payable. Every obligation incurred and every allthorizafioli of l)ity'- . 
m!'lnt in violation of this section shall be void. Every payment made in violation of this: 
section shall be illegal, and all . county officers who knowing'ly authorize or inake suchpayc 
ment'or any pad thereof shall be jointly and severally liable to theeolmty for the full 
amount so paid. If any county officer or employe knowinglyautllOrizes or makes ailY' pa;t­
menti or inclU's any obligation in violation of this section or takes pint therein, that 'action 
shall he cause for his l;emoval. Nothing contained in this section or other sections of the' 
statutes shall be construed to prevent the making of contracts for capital im]wQvements 
being financed wholly or partly by the issuaJlce of bOlids duly authorized to be sold;· nor' 
shall it prevent the making when not prohibited by law of any contract or lease providiilg' . 
forthe payment of funds at a time beyond the end of the fiscal yeal' in which the'contract 
01' lease is made, but any contraCt, lease or other obligation requiring-the payment of 
funds from the a.ppropriationsof a later fiscal year or of more than one ·fiscal year shall 
be made or approved only by resolution adopted by the county board. 

History: 1961 c. 453. 

,69.85 Aid to immigration societies. (1) The county board of any county may ap­
prqpri,ate not to exceed one thousand dollars in anyone year for the plU'pose of assist-, 
ing any county association of the citizens of such county, or any association composed of 
the citizens of two or more counties of which the citizens .of such. county ,are n;lembers, 
orgl.mized solely for the .purpose of inducing immigration to the state. 

'. , (2) .The disbursement of any appropriation made under this section shall be under the 
supervision of the chairman of said board, the county clerk and county treaslU'er, and in 
all cases after such an appropriation has been made, there shall be filed with the saiel 
county clerk a sworn statement by the treasurer of the immigration society for whose bene­
fit the appropriation was made, showing that the amount of said appropriation has been 
used by said.association for the purpose of inducing immigration to the county making, 
said.appropriation and to adjoining counties, and itemized bills for the expenditure of a 
sum equal to. said appropriation duly verified shall accompany such . statement of said 
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treasurer. Upon theappi'oval of such statement and such itemized bills, by the cou:nty 
officers above named, said moneys so appropriated shall be paid by the propel' officers of 
the county making the same into the treasury of said immigration association. 

59.87 Oo-operative extension service in agriculture a.nd home economics. (1) CRE­
ATION. Any county board, in accordance with this section, may establish and maintain a 
co-operative extension service in agriculture and home economics, refelTed to in this. sec­
tion as "co-operative extension service". 

(2) COJILMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE. If the county board of supervisors determines 
to establish a co-operative extension service, it shall create a committee on agriculture 
consisting of the chairman of the' board and 3 or more other members of the board 
selected by the board. One of the members thllS selected shall be a supervisor from a 
village 01' city and the vocation of a majority of the remaining members of the COI11-' 
mittee shall be agriculture in counties where membership with such qualifications is 
available. The county board may select as an additional member of the committee the 
county superintendent of schools 01' any other public school administrator resident in 
the county. The members of the committee on agriculture, including such additional 
member, if one has been selected, shalll'eceivesuch compensation and expenses as the 
board determines under the authority of s. 59.15 (2) (c) and (3). The committee on 
agriculture shall meet at such interval~ as is deemed necessary to properly carry out 
its functions and responsibilities. 

(3) STAFF. (a) The committee on agriculture shall appoint professionally qualified 
persons to the co~operativeextension service staff in co-operation with the college of agr!" 
culture, and vacancies and additions to the staff shall be filled in the same manner. 

(b) . The committee on agriculture shall have the power to enter into joint employment 
agreements proi'ided that co~mtyfllllds co=itted in, such agreements shall'first have beeI1 
duly alJprOplliatedby the board. Persons so employed underco-opera:tive ag2'eements and 
approved by the board of regents shall be considered employes of both the county and of 
the U~liversity of Wisconsin. 

(4).' FINAlWE.' For the partial maintenance of the work of the c~'-operative (jxtension. 
service, .including co-operative extension work. as is provided for in an act of COJlg'reSJj. 
approved May 8, 1914 (38 Stat. 372) and all acts supplementary thereto, the board llWY 
appropriate moneys sufficient to covel' the share of the county in such work. The money, 
shall be disbursed by the treasurer only upon orders of the clerk which have been approved. 
by the committee' on agriculture. 

(5) STATE AIDS. To supplement the funds provided by the county for the work' of 
theco~opel'ative extension services, each county shall he entitled ,to a minimunistate aid 
of $1,500 per year if the county boarc1 has mac1e the required appropriation to maintain. 
such services, anc1 such .additional funds as are required to provide salalOY increas.es equal 
to thosegrantec1 to state employes by the legislature. 

(6) FUNCTIONS. Such' co"operative extension service is authorized, under the c1irec"' 
tionandsupervisionof the county committee on agriculture, co-operating with the college 
ofag'rimlltureof the University of:Wisconsin, and within the limits of funds provic1ed by 
the hoard and co-operating' state and federal agencies, to: 

(a) Aid in the development anc1 improvement of all phases of ag2'icultural proc1uction, 
pro~essing' andmal'keting at theindivic1ual farm, cOlllmunity-wide and county-wic1e level. 

(b) Assist iiI the improvement of farm anc1 home management anc1 business methods 
and pi·actices. . . 

(c) Prepare young people for useful citizenship hy conc1ucting county"wic1e 01' com­
munity-wiele prog2'ams, projects or activities to guide the physical, mental and moral 
growt~ of yqupg p~ople through 4-H club work and other .means. 

(c1) Aid in the improvel1).ent of homes, homemaking and family living. . 
(e) Aid in fostering anc1 protecting improyec11anc1 use and in the conservation of soil,' 

forests, wildlife. anc1water.. ..' ',' 
(f) .Assist 10calgroupanc1 service agencies in the c1evelopment anc1 improvement of., 

recreational and tourist facilities and opportunities. . . , . 
, (g) Aic1 in commllllity c1eyelopment enc1eavors hy local people anc1 service agencies tp .. 

provide employment for surplus labor and improve the economic or social level of the., 
community. . 

•. (h) Dil other work designed to improve agriculture anc1 counhoy life conc1itions, recre-
ational opportunities or rural c1evelopment of the county. . 

(i) Canoy out any extension work provic1ed for in an act of cong2'ess approvec1 May 8, 
1.914 (38 Stat. 372) .anc1 all acts supplementary thereto. 
" (j)'Take any actionthat1viII facilitate the accomplishment of any of the functions 
listed herein, inclilding without limitation· because of enumeration, the following: 
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1. Training of,group leaders an~l the directing of group activities, 
2. Individual or group instruction or consultation. 
3. Soil testing. 
4. County recreational programs. 
5. Demonstration projects, exhibits and other instructional means. 
6. Group meetings, institutes and Ilctivities. 
7. Guidance in the formation and operation of co-operative enterprises. 
8. Creation of citizens' advisory committees. 
9. Dissemination of information by any appropriate means including press, radio and 

television. 
10. Co-operation with other local, state and federal agencies. 
(7) DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT. For the purposes of s. 59.15 (2) (d) the co­

operative extension service shall be a department of the county government and the com­
'llittee on agriculture shall be the committee to which is hereby delegated the authority to 
jirect and supervise such department. In co-operation with the college of agriculture of 
the University of Wisconsin, the committee on agriculture shall have the responsibility for 
the formulation and eJ\ecution of the program of· the co-operative extension service. The 
co-operative extension service shall annually report to the board its activities and ac­
complishments. 

(8) CO-OPERATION. The county superintendent of schools and the co-operative exten­
sion service shall co-operate in order to further educational work in the county. The 
personnel of the co-operative extension service shall, whenever feasible, co-operate with 
other educational programs relating to agriculture and home economics, conservation and 
citizenship in the county. 

History. 1963 c. 184. 
Under 39.06 (6) and 59.15 (1) (a), county the amendment of s. 59.87 by ch. 431, Laws 

superintendent of schools is not entitled to 1957, unless county board specifically there­
compensation for serving as member of after increases the previously fixed compen­
county committee on agriculture .because of sation for such officer. 49 Atty. Gen. 1. 

59.871 Worms, insects, weeds, animal diseases, appropriation. (1) The board may 
appropriate money for the control of insect and worm pests, weeds, or plant or animal 
diseases within the county, and select from its members a committee which, upon advice 
from the county agent that an emergency exists because of the destruction which is being 
or may be wrought to farm lands, livestock or crops in the county by any such pests, may 
take steps necessary to suppress and control such pests. The clerk shall within 10 days 
notify the statc department of agriculture of such appropriation and of the members of 
such committee. The state entomologist and said department shall co-operate with such 
committee in the execution of measures necessary for the suppression and control of such 
pests. 

(2) When such emergency exists the committee may draw on the contingent fund, if 
available, not to exceed $5,000 wl1ich shall be disbursed upon certification of the commit­
tee for the purposes specified in sub. (1) as they relate to worm or insect pests; the 
treasurer shall pay the amounts so certified. No disbursement shall be made by the com­
mittee unless the owner of the premises affected has requested the committee to take steps 
to suppress or control the pests 01' when steps have been undertaken by another authority. 

59.872 Funds appropriated to soil and water conservat~on district. The board may 
appropriate funds to a soil and water conservation district which includes lands within 
the county, to be used by the supervisors of the district in the administration of district 
affairs and in controlling' erosion within the district. 

History: 1961 c. 336. 

59.873 Lime to farmers. The 1Joard may manufacture agricultural lime and sell 
and distribute it at cost to farmers and acquire lands for such purposes. 

59.874 Land clearing and weed control. The board may purchase or accept by 
gift or grant tractors, 1Julldozers and other equipment for clearing and draining land and 
controlling weeds on same, and for such purposes to operate or lease the same for work 
on private lands; charge fees for such service and rental of such equipment on a cost 
basis. . 

59.875 Testing milk and soil. The board may appropriate money and provide 
office and laboratory space for testing milk and soil and provide residents of the. county 
with reports of such tests. 

59.876 Immigration board. (1) The 1Joard may create a board of immigration or 
from 3 to 5 members, one of whom shall be the county surveyor. Such board shall meet, 
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and its members shall receive such compensation and expenses and shall serve for such 
terms as the county board determines. 

(2) The immigration board shall aid in promoting settlement of vacant agricultural 
lands in the county, and protect prospective settlers from unfair practices. 

(3) The county board may in any year appropriate for the carrying out of the work 
of such board a sum not to exceed $5,000. 

59.88 District attorney, appropriation for criminal trials and investigations. (1) 
The county board of each county having less than two hundred fifty thousand inhabitants 
shall include in its annual tax levy not less than two hundred dollars and not to exceed 
one thousand dollars to ,create a fU)ld to be. used by the district attorney to defray such 
expenses in conducting investigations by the grand jury and in the preparation for and 
in the trial of criminal cases as are necessary and for which no other provision has been 
made. 

(2) No expense shall be incurred against such fund by the district attorney unless he 
first obtains a written order of the court in which the grand jury is impaneled 01' the trial 
is to be had. 

(3) Upon the presentation to snch judi;'e by the district attorney of a satisfactory 
statement of any expenses incurred under such order, payment froIll such fund shall be 
made as provided in s, 957.2.6. , 

(4) Any part of such fUlId remaining in the treasury at the end of the county's fiscal 
year shall be transferred to the general fund of the county. 

59.89 Disposition of unclaimed funds by court clerks. (1) On or before January 
10 of every odd-numlJered year the clerk of any circuit court or other court of record 
in this state shall file with the county treasurer of his county a written report under oath 
of all moneys, securities or funds in his hands 01' under his possession or control where, 
for a period of 4 years or more, no order has been made, or no step or proceeding had 
or taken in the case, action, or proceeding in,by or through'which said moneys, securities 
or flmds may have been deposited 01' left with said clerk or his predecessors in office, and 
where no valid claim has' been made upon 01' for any such moneys, securities or funds 
for a period of 4 years or more,. and where the owner or ownership of said moneys, secu­
rities or funds is unknown, or undeterm41ed, and said clerk or his successor in office 
shall hold said moneys, securities or funds, together with all interest or profits had thereon, 
until 2 years after the making of said 'report unless sooner demanded by and turned over 
to the legal owners thereof. ' 

(2) Two years after the filing of s~id report the clerk of any circuit or other court 
of record holcling or having in his possession any such moneys, securities or funds, shall 
turn the same over to the county treasurer, unless sooner demanded by and turned over 
to the legal owners thereof pursuant to order of the court in which case, action or pro­
ceeding shall have been pending, and the county treasurer and his successors in. office 
shall hold the same for 'a peHod of 6 years' unless sooner demanded by and turned over 
to the legal owners' thereof. ' 

(3) At the end of said six years the county treasurer shall publish, once ea'ch week for 
three successive weeks, in a newspaper published in the county, the fact that he has such 
lmclaimed moneys, securities, ,or funds in his possession for disposition. If no legal claim 
is made for such moneys, securities, or funds within ten days after the last publication 
above provided for, then the county treasurer shall turn such moneys, securities, or fllnds, 
together with 1111 interest and profits had thereon,into the general fund of the county 
treasury, and no action shall there['lfter be Inaintained by any pel'son, firm, or corporation 
against the county or the comity treasui:er for the sam~ or any part thereof. 

History: 1961 c.,495. ' 

59.90 Unclaimed funds in public treasury. (1) On or before the tellth day of J an­
uary of every odd-numbered year, each county, town, city and village officer, and each 
clerk of every court of record, shall file with the county treasurer of his county a written 
report under oath giving the names and the last known addresses of all persons for whom 
any such officer or clerk holds, money or security, and which has not been claimed for 
at least one year, and showing the amount of such money or the nature of such security 
in detail. A. duplicate report shall also be mailed to the secretary of state. Upon receiv­
ing said reports the county treasurer shall cause a notice to be published on or before 
February first of the same year in some newspaper having a general circulation in his 
county, once a week for three successive weeks, which notice shall contain the names and 
last known addresses of the owners of such unclaimed money or security, and shall state 
that unless the owners call,for and prove their ownership of such. money or security within 
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slX months from the time of the completed publication, the county treasurer will take pos~ 
session or control of such money or security. 

(2) If within ten years from the time any such money or security is delivered to, the 
county treasurer the owner thereof shall prove to the satisfaction of the county treasurer 
his right to the possession of the same, it shall be paid ,or delivered to him ... If nq such 
proof is made, then at the end of such ten-year period such money o~' property shall be­
come the property of the county. Nothing herein contained shall be construed to deprive 
tlie owner of allY such property of his right to Pl~oceed by court action fot the recov,ery of 
SllCh moneys from the county treasurer. 

(3) Any'person violating the provisions of this section shall, upon conviction, be pun­
ished by a fine of not less than fifty' dollars nor more than two hlll1dred dollars, or by im­
p~'isonment in the comity jail not less than' 30 days nor more than 6 months." . 

59.903 Disposition of unclaimed personal property other than money or securities 
held by: county in~titutions, coroner, sheriff. All personal property other than money 
or securities of deceased persons who at the time of thei;r death are patients at any 
county institution or whose body is taken in charge by the coroner, shall be. preserved 
by; the superintendent of such institution or t,he coroner or medical examiner, for one 
year unless sooner claimed by a per~on having the legal right thereto. Annually on Jul:y 
1 such superintendent or coroner Ol'medical examiner shall make a verified ,~Vl'itten report 
listing all such, personal property which has remained in his custody for one, yeal' 
\"itbout being claimed and giving such facts as to : ownership thereof as his records 
contain. He shall file such report with the sheriff of the county and deliver such propel'ty 
to tlw sheriff, w40 lihall receipt therefor. Thereupon such superintendent or COl'oner or 
medical exa~niner shall be discharged from further liability for sllchproperty, title to 
which. shall then .vest in the county. Any property which is left at the cOllnty jail for a 
period of one year after the prisoner has been discharged, transferred or coIlll11ittecl 
Ilnda,ny property, found or stolen, which comes, into the hands of the sheriff and iJl 
any .case remains unclaimed for a period of one year, shall be sold as prescribed ,in thiR 
section. The sheriff shall, on or before August 1 annually, post a notice in 3 public 
.places in the county, briefly describing such property and stating that he will sell the 
same at puplic auction on,a certain date ,and at a named place,' which auction shall be 
h~ld accordingly. Any of such property which shall not be disposed of at such auction 
shall b,e sold for the best price obtainable, and if thesal1le cannot be disposed of by sale, 
.shall bed,estroyed in the presence of the sheriff. The sheriff shall, on or before Sep,tem­
bel' 1 annually, remit the proceeds of such auction or general sale to the county t~easurer 
a~d ,sl~all file a verified report of his action in connection therewith. Such proceeds 
~h~ll become a part of the general fund of the county. . '. 

,59.91 Viaducts an'd,bridges, populous counties; bonds. [Not pl'intedj 19550.10 s. 
45jiSee 1953 Stats.] 

. ~9~94 Regist~ation of far:rl:ls.. (1) The' 0'rne~' of anyfarmo:re,ou~try estate, or h~s 
agent duly authol'lzed therefor m wntmg, may regIster the name of such farm or estate ni 
the office of the register of deeds of the county wherein the farm' or estate is situated. 
The 01vner or purchaser of said farm or (lny part thereof, may change or release said 
name from his respective interest in said farm. by filing a certificate stating that. the 
bi'iginal registered name is released., A new name or names to said farm' or any parts 
thereof may. then be registered. Every register of deeds' shall keep a registry book for 
snch purpose, and ul)on request, shall make registrations therein as provided in this sec~ 
ti9,11. ll~gistration shall consist in writing in the registry book the name of the owner of 
the farm or estate and such name for the far1!l or estate as ,the owner Ol' agent may desig­
nate, if no other fal;m or estate in the county has been previously registered under the 
same name. The register of deeds shall charge and collect 25 cents' forniaking each reg­
istration and e(lch <1l?rtificate .filed. The regisb'y book . herein. provided for shall be ,a public 
record in the office of the. register of deeds. . . ' 

(2) Any register of deeds who shall fail or refuse· to. provide.aregistry book :and 
make registrations therein, and file certificates, as provided in this section, or who shall 
charge or collect more than 25 cents for making any such registration, or filing such cer" 
tificate, or who shall knowingly register a farm Ol" estate under' a name previously 
adopted and registered for some 'other farm or estate in such county, or any person who 
shall use, by way of advertisement or otherwise, the name of any farm or estate regis­
tei'ed as provided in this section, to designate or as the name of any faJ.'ln or estate in such 
county other than the farm 01' estate for which such name was registered, unless such 
name was adopted for and used as the name of such other, far'm or estate prior to April 
6) '1905, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction· thel'eofshall be 
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punished by a fine of not less than $5 nor more than $25 or by imprisonment in the coun­
ty jail for not'Iess than 10 nor more t,han 30 days, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

, 5,9.96 Met).'oPoli~an sewerage commission. (1) ApPOINTMENT OF COMMISSIONERS. 
lP, allY,county where ,the, common council of any city of the first class within such county 
'~,hall have adoptE)d a ref)olution declaring that it is ~lecessary to provide sewage disposal 
works for such city and in which a sewerage commission has been appointed and qualifieq, 
and has adopted plans for, and commenced the construction of a sewage disposal pl~nt 
fOl·said city theg'overnor shall appoint 3 sewerage commissioners who shall constitute 
'a~d,be kno~vn as the "Metropolitan Sewerage Commission" of such county. Them$hall be 
certified by the sewe~'age commission of such city of the first class one person, by the state 
,board of he,alth of the state ofWiscOlisin one person, to the governor of the state of Wis­
consin, wlioshall appoint as members of such metropolitan sewerage commission the 2 
persons, thus certified, and who shall further name as the, third member of such commis­
~Wn, a !resident, within the drainage area hereinafter provided of said county outSide of 
the city limits of such city of the first class: The commissioners in office on January 1, 
1993, shall be designated by the governor to serve for terms of 2, 4 and 6 years, re­
spectively from January 1, 1953. Not less than 6 weeks prior to the expiration of the 
term of any commissioner llis succeSSOl' shall be certified and appointed in the manner 
pro'videdabDve for his predecessor in office,:but for a term of 6 years. A commissioner 
shall hold office' until his succeSSOl' has been appointed and has qualified. Vacancies oecur~ 
ring durillg the term of any commissioner shall be filled in like manner, but for the unex-
ph'ed term only. ' 
, (2) 'OATH: OF OFFICE; EXPENSES. Each appointee before entering upon the duties of 
this office shall take and subscribe the oath' of office prescribed by the constitution and file 
the saille with the secretary of state, duly certified by the official administering such oath. 
Elich commissioner shall be reimbursed his actual and necessary expenses in the perform­
anceofbis duties imd shall receive no salary. 
, (it) The removal from the drainage area of said third commissioner who is a resident 
6f said county outside of said city of the first class shall operate as a resignation ,of ,his 
office and, the vacancy thus created shall be filled by the governor. 

(b) The state board of health or the metropolitan sewerage commission may at any 
tim~ certify to the governor further l'espective names whom the governor shall appoint 
as members of said commission. Each such appointee shall be' appointed for the remainder 
of the term of the member he succeeds. ' ' 

,(3) ORGANIZATION. A majority of the commissioners shall constitute a quorum for 
the b:aiIsaction, of business. As soon as the commissioners first appointed under this, sec­
tion Elllter upon the duties of their office, they shall organize by electing one of theil' 
members' chairmail, who shall be removable at pleasure by the commissioners. The chair~ 
man shal~ preside over. all meetings of the commission and shall perform such o~her duties 
as. are imposed upon him by this section or may be assigned to him by the commission. 
The commission shall appDint a secretary, who mayor may not be a member of the 
<1ommis,sion, who shall be .removable at pleasure by the commission,and shall, receive, if 
!lot a ~lember of such commission, such compensation as the commission may determine. , 
" (4 ) MEETINGS jREPORTS. The metropolitan, sewerage commission shall hold meetings 

for, the transaction of business. All sessions or meetings, of said commission shall be 
public, and, all records shall be public records. The commission, shall prepare annually 
a full and detailed report of its official transactions and expenses and shall mail such 
~tatement to the governor of the state, to the state board of health, the mayor of such 
city of the first class, the sEjwerage commiss,ion of such city of the first class, and to the 
governing boarc1r; of all cities, towns and villages in such county within the drainage area 
hereinafter provided, for. ' 

(5) NAME; ENTITY; ADDING AREA. (a.) Upon the establishment of the boundary 
as herein provided, .the district shall ,be a municipal body corporate. The name of· such 
district shall be the metropolitan sewerage district of the county in which it is estab­
lished. .such. district shall act through the agency of the metropolHan sewerage com­
mission herein provided for and of the sewerage commission of the city of the first class. 
Such,di&trict may sue or be sued, and in addition to the other powers granted such 
metropolitan sewerage district may in its judgment build treatment plants within such 
county for the treatment or disposal of sewage coming from within or without such 
district. 

(b) The metropolitan sewerage commission may by resolution add to the area of 
such district and ma,y include therein' other areas within such connty, the sewage from 
which does or may drain .into any lake or river 01' stream which flows into any lake 
which is or fuay be used as a source of' drinking water, and the sewage from which area 
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maybe cared for by any treatment or disposal plant owned or operated by said district 
or any of its agencies. Before the adoption of any such resolution adding additional 
area to such district, the metropolitan sewerage commission shall first obtain the consent 
of the sewerage commission of the city of the first class and of the governing body of 
the 'municipality in which such area is located, and shall hold a public hearing thereon. 
Notice of such hearing, stating' the time 'and place thereof, together with a copy' of the 
pl'qp6sed resolution, shall be sent by mail to the clerk of each city, town and village 
lying \vhol1yor partially within the proposed m'ea to be added not less than 30 days 
p~1.or to such' hearing and a copy of such notice, tog'ethel: '1vith the proposed resolution, 
shall 'b,e pllblished in a newsIJaper of ge):leral circulation within such district at. least 
30 days prior to the date of such hearing', Such proposed resohltion shall contain the 
descrIption by' metes, and bounds of each area added to such metropolitan sewerage 
district, ' " 

( c) Such area shall become a part of such district for all pmposes upon the filing 
of acel-tified copy of such resolution descl1.bing such area in the office of the, county 
clerk of such county. Like certified copies of such resolution shall be filed in the offi'ce 
of, the register of deeds for such county and with the clerk' of each~ity, town and 
village in such district and with the state' board of health. ' 

, (6) POWERS AND DUTIE~. (a) Tlle m~tropolitan sewerage commission ,shall projec~, 
plan imd construct in such co:untyoutside, of the city limits of such city of the first class 
but within the metropolitan sewerage district, main sewers, pumping anc1 ,temporary dis­
posal works for the collection and transmission of house, industrial and other sanitary 
sewage to and into the intercepting sewerage system of such district, and may improve 
anywatercou;rse within the district by deepening, and widening or otherwise changing 
the Sl:\me where in the jwlgment of the commission it may be necessary in order to carry 
off surface or drainage ,water, and such power may be exercisec1 outside the district in 
any case where any such watercourse flows from within the dish1.ct to a point o)ltside the 
district and then reh1rlls to the district, and such power may be exercised outside the 
dirstrict in any case where any such watercour~e flows from within the district to, a 
point outside the district. Such commission is hereby authorized and empower{'d to ente,r 
into a contract with such municipality or with any other governmental body which owns 
or has control of any such lands through which such stream flows for the Pdyment of 
S11Ch part of the cost of' such improvement in such municipality which is wholly or 
partly outside of the district as the municipalities and governmental bodies involved 
may agree upon. The commission may divert water from watercourses into drains, con­
duits or storm ,sewers, and may place storm, surface or ground waters therein and' for 
such purpose is authOl1.zed to build drains, conduits or storm sewers, provided that no 
shrplus or flood waters shall be diverted or by-passed into any stream or watercourse 
in: another watershed. ' 

, (ab), 1." Before the metropolitan sewerage commission shall divert water fl'om any 
wrttercourse into an enclosed drain, conduit or storm sewer or siniilar sh'ucture, it shall 
apply to the public service commission for a 'permit for such diversion. Upon receipt of 
an application for a' permit, the public service commission. shall fix a. time, n()t more 
than 8' weeks thereafter, and a cOllvenient place, fOl; a' public hearing thereOll 'j it shall 
also give liotice of such tinie and place to the metropolitan sewerage C9inmission i which 
shall cause the same to be pulJlished 011ce each week for 3 successive week.s before such 
hearing in at least Olie newspaper designated by the public service commission and pub-
lished in the comity. . ' 
. 2. In addition to such publication the applicant, not less than 20 days prioi' to such 

hearillg, shall mail to every person intereste,d in any lands that :will be affected, by the 
proposed diversion and whose post-office address can by due dilig~nce be ascertained, 
notice of the time and place set for such hearing. This notice shall be accompanied by 
a general statemelltof the nature of the application and shall be forwarded to such 
'pel'sons by registered mail in a sealed and, postpaid envelope properly addressed. Proof 
of such publication and notice shall be filed, with the commission. _ 

3. At such hearing or any adjournment thereof, the public service commission shall 
consider' 'theapplicatiOll, and shall take evidence offered by the applicant and other 
persons in support thereof or in opposition thereto, may require the amendment of the 
application, and if it appears that the application is in the public interest, will not 
violate public rights and will not endanger life, health or property, the puhlic service 
commission shall so find and shall issue a permit to the applicant. 

(b) The said metropolitan sewerage commission is authorized in its namB to contract 
and to be contracted with, and to sue and to be sued. 

'( c) The metropolitan sewerage commission may require any town, city or village in 
such ,county, 01' any occupant of any premises outside of said city of the first class, 10-
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Gated in such county, engaged in discharg-ing sewage effiuentfrom sewage plants, sewage 
refuse, factory waste, into any river 01' canal within such county within the drainage 
area hereinafter provided for to so change or rebuild any such outlet, drain or sewer as, 
to discharge said sewage, waste or trade waste into the sewers of such city, town or 
village 01' into said main sewers by it established and under such regulations as the com-
mission may determine. , 

(d) The commission may employ and fix the compensation of all agents, assistants, 
clerks, employes and laborers as it may deem advisable for the due and propel' execution, 
of its duties, and in its discretion may employ the chief engineer or agent or employes of 
any such city of the first class, or of the sewerage commission thereof, as its engineers, 
agents or employes, provided, however, that the compensation fixed therefor shall not be 
paid to such person but to such city or such sewerage commission. 

(e) The commission may enter l1pon the land in the cities, villages and towns in said 
county outside of said city of the first class for the purpose of making surveys or exami-
nations in the performance of its duties. , ' 

(f) The commission may enter upon any state, county or municipal street, road or 
alley, or any public highway in said county outside of said city of the first class for the 
purpose of installing, maintaining and operating the sewage system provided for in this 
section, and it may construct in any such street, road or alley 01' public highway, a main 
sewer, intercepting sewer or any appurtenance thereof, without a permit or .a payment 
of a charge. Whenever such work is to be done in a state, county or municipal highway, 
the public authority having conirol thereof shall lJe duly notified, and said highway shall 
be restored to as good condition as existed before the commencement of such work, and 
aU costs incident thereto shall be borne by the commission. ' 

(g) The commission shall have power to lay 01' construct, and to forever maintaiI\, 
without compensation to the state, any part of said system of sewerage, 01' of its wqrks, 
or appurtenances, over, upon 01' under any part of the bed of any riverfiowing thr\lUgh 
said cities, villages and towns, 01' of any land covered lJY, any of the navigable waters of 
the state, the title to which is held by the state, and over, upon 01' under canals or 
through waterways and under right of ways of railroad, interurban and street railway 
companies, and if the same be deemed advisable by the commission, the propel' oj'ficers 
of the state are authorized and directed upon the application of the commisflion, to 
execute, acknowledge and deliver to the commission, such deeds, 01' other instruments, as 
may be propel' for the purpose of fully confirming this grant. 

(h) All persons, firms 01' corporations lawfully having buildings, structures, '\yorks, 
conduits, mains, pipes, tracks or other physical obstructions in, over 01' under the public 
lands, avenues, streets, alleys 01' highways of said cities, villages and towns which block , 
01' impede the prog'l'ess of such sewer, when in process of construction, establislnnent or 
repair shall upon reasonable notice by the c01¥mission, promptly so shift, adjust, accqrn-, 
modate 01' remove the same at the cost and expense of such individuals and c,orporations, 
as fully to meet the exigencies occasioning such notice. ' " 

(i) Whenever necessary in order to promote the lJest results from the construction, 
operation and maintenance of the systems provided for in this section, and to p~'event 
damage to the same from misuse, the commission, acting' on behalf of the district, may 
make, promulgate and enforce such ,reasonable rules and regulations for the superVIsion, 
protection, management and, use of said system as it deems expedient, and sucP. regulae 
tions 'shall prescribe the manner in which connections to main sewers and intercepting 
sewers shall be made, and may prohibit discharge into such sewers, of any liquid 01' solid, 
waste deemed detrimental to the sewerage system herein provided for. Such rules and 
regulations shall be adopted and enforced as provided by chapter 336, laws of 1957. 
Notwithstandulg any other provision of law, sucP. rules and regulations, 01' a~ly special 
orders issued thereunder, may be enforced under s. 280.02 and the violation of any rule 
01' regulation 01' any special order lawfully promulgated by said commission is hereby, 
in the discretion of the court, declared to be a public nuisance. , 

(j) The commission may acquire by gift, purchase, lease 01' other like methods. of 
acquisition 01' by condemnation, any land or property situated in sa;icl county outside of , 
said city of the first class, and all tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances belonging 
or in any way appertauling, or in any interest, franchise, easement, right 01' privilege 
therein, which may be requu'ed for the purpose of projecting, planning, constructing and 
maintainulg said main sewers, 01' any part or parts thereof, 01' that may be needed.for 
the workings of said sewers when established, 01' that may be needed £01' improving any 
watercourse with ill the district by deepening' and widening or, otherwise changing the 
same but any stream over private lands not acquired shall only be altered if the govern­
ing body of the village, town 01' city in which .said watercourse is located has approved 
of such proposed action and when so often as resort shall be had to condemnation pro­
ceeding the procedure shall be that provided for by· ch. 32, and specifically the provisions 
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of s. 32.051' except that the powers therein granted shall be exercised by and in the name 
of said commission in the place' and stead of the county board., Notwithstanding any other' 
provision of law to the contrary,' all property, real or personal, acquired' by themeti'o~ 
politan sewerage commission 01' by the sewerage commission of the city of the first' class 
shall be taken in the name of either of such commissions fOl' the benefit of and belohg to" 
the metropolitan sewerage district. -Whenever the sewerage commission of the city of the 
first class acquires property by condemnation proceedings, the procedure shall :be that 
provided for by ch. 32, and specifically the provisions of s. 32.05, and all IJroperty so ' 
acquired shall be taken in the name of said commission fm' the benefit of' and belong to 
the metropolitan sewerage district, and the sewerage commission of the city of the first 
class when exercising the power of eminent domain hereby delegated, shall determine 
the necessity for such taking. Such property, or any part 01' interest therei,n, when 
acquired, may be sold, leased or otherwise disposed of by such district by action of the 
metropolitan sewerage commission arid the sewerage comlilission of the city o,f the first 
class acting' jointly, whenever in the discretion of such commissions such propertyot 'any' 
part' 01' portion thereof 01' interest therein is not needed to carry out the requirerilents 
and powers of either of such comniissions, This po,ver shall also extend to personal" 
propel'ty and to improvements on such real estate 01' any tenements, hereditameilts, or ' 
appm,tenances belonging to orin any way appertaining, 01' any interest, franchi~~, eitse-' 
ment, right 01' privilege therein. , "" 

(k) Whenever the plans and specifications for any main sewer shall have been, com- , 
pleted and approved liy the sewerage commission of 'such city of the first class and by the 
state lioard of health as provided in sections 144,01 to 144,12, inclusive, and the comrilis-, 
sion shall have determined as provided in this section to proceed with the work of the con- ' 
sttuctiori thereof, it shall advertise by notice in such neWspaper and technical pi'ess as it 
may deem propel', forbids for the consh-uction of said main sewer and its applli'tmla,nces 
in part 01' as it whole, as in its judgment it may deem advisable, Contracts fOr such wor,It ' 
shall be let to the lowest responsible bidder, 01' 'the commission may reject any and ali bids 
and if in its discretion the prices quoted are unreasonable or the bidders irresponsible, or 
the bids informal, it may readvertise the work 01' any part of it. With the, consent of all 
its members it may itself do any part of any such "'orks, by any labor under such condi~ 
tions in every respect as it may prescribe. All contracts shall be protected by such b\lllds, 
penalties and conditions as the commission shall require, " ' 

(1) The powel's of the commission shall not extend to 01' apply to the territoryo'f 
any city of the first class which may be constructing, building' and operating its sewer­
age system under a commission provided by law,except that the metropolitan sewei'age 
commission may divert waters from watercourses ilito drains, conduits 01' storm sewers, 
may place storm,surface 01' gl'oundwaters therein, may enter into contracts for such 
purposes and may-obtain funds therefor under sub. (7), subject to the provisions of pal'S,' 
(a) and (ab). ',', , ' ' 

(m) Said commission shall not construct any such main sewer nor alter 01' exteIid the 
sallie without having first submitted complete plans and specifications for the installition, 
alteration' or extension, in ivriting, to the sewerage commission of such city of the'first ' 
class and secured itsapprovitl thereof, All contracts entered into by said commission'i'm' ' 
the constl'uction, alteration and extension of any such main sewers shall contairi 'a proc 
vision that the final payment, amounting to at least fifteen pel' cent of the entire cost," 
shall not be made until the contractor files with the said commission the certificate of the 
sewerage commission of such city of the first class that said main sewel' has beelllocitfed 
and constructed in accord with the iJlan submitted and approved by it" ' 

(n) Said contract shall also contain a provision that the work of constructirigsaid 
sewers shall be done under inspection to be furnished by the sewerage commission of such 
city of the first class, which inspection service shall be paid for at actual cost by the com- ' 
mission. ", ' 

(0) Before any town, city or village or any private person or corporation shall be 
permitted to connect with 01' use any such main sewer provided for by this section,' it shall 
obtain the approval of the sewerage commission of such city of the first class, ,vhich sewer­
age' commission shall examine into it and hear all the parties in interest, and if it finds 
such sewer or system defective in construction, design, supervision or operation, it shan 
notify said metropolitan sewerage commission what alterations, :new constructions 0'), 

change in supervision or operation it shall require 'and deem necessary to COl'l'ect existing 
and improper conditions and said metropolitan sewerage commission shall not permit' 
such connection to be made or continued until such alterations, new constructions, change 
in supervision or operation, shall have been made as provided in the determination of 
said sewerage commission of said city of the first class, ' , ' 

(p) Said metropolitan sewerage commission 01' said sewerage commission of said' city 
of the first class, and their respective officers and agents are authorized to make eiamina" 
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tion of any and . all sewers .and sewm'age systems wit]lin said county outside of the limits 
of said city of the first class for the purpose of . determining if said systems aie defective 
in. operation, construction, design or supervision. 

(q) When any such main sewer, pumping and temporary disposal works are com­
pleted they shall thereafter be operated, maintained and kept in repair and in sanitary 
condition by the sewerage commission of said city of the first class, for the benefit of 
the metropolitan sewerage district. 

(1') Nothing in this section shall. be construed as restricting or interfering with any 
powe~'s of the state board of health as provided by law, or with the powers granted to the, 
'!ewerage commission of sllch city of the first. class . 

. (7) FINANCING IMPROVEMENTS. (a) Whenever said metropolitan sewerage commis­
sionrequires funds out of which to pay for the projection, planning and construction 
of said lllain sewers, pumping and temporary disposal works or· for improving any 
watercourse within the district by deepening and widening or otherwise changing the 
same, or by diverting waters therefrom into drains, conduits or storm sewers, or foi' 
placing' storm, ·surface Ol~ ground waters therein or for building drains, conduits or storm 
sewers, in the judgment of the commission pursuant to the exercise of the powel's set· 
fOlth in sub. (6)! (a) or in other respects in connection therewith, it shall adopt a reso­
lution stating the amount that it req'llires for such purposes and shall file with the county 
board of supervisors. of such· county a certified copy thereof. Thereupon such boal'd of 
supervisors is l'equired and directed to provide by resolution for the amount so requircd 
by tax levy or by issuing corporate bonds of such metropolitan sewerage" district, or 
by a· combiriation ofa lfaxlevy and corporate bonds, and make such aniount availahle 
within the. period of .time, designated in the resolution of said metropolitan sewerage com­
mission, which period shall not he less than 90 days from the date said resolution is filed 
with the county board of supervisors. Such bonds shall be payable at 'such time not 
longer than 20 years from the date of their issue as shall be determined by said resolution 
of the board of supervisors, provided that when any palt of an issue shall have a maturity 
gl'eater than 10 years, such resolution shalll'equirepaymerit of the principal in substan­
tially equal annual ilistalmentsdurmg the life of such issue. Such bonds shall be payable 
in lawful money of, the Uhited States, bearing. interest at a rate to be determined in 
said resolutiOli.· Such bonds shall be. in such form as may be prescribed by such resolu" 
tion, shall' be signed by the chairman of said board and by the clerk thereof, shall be 
called, metropolitan sewerage bonds, shall. be consecutively numbered, shall have· interest 
coupons attached and shall show on their face. that the same are issued for the· benefit 
of the. metropolitan sewerage district. . There shall be annually levied by said county 
board a direct tax upon all taxable property in said district sufficient to' pay the annual 
intl:l~'\lstthereon, and also to .pay and (\ischarge the principal thereof at maturity, and 
ther~ shall be in.cluded .in said tax levy an amount estimated by the board of super­
visors .to be sufficient to covel' the loss and cost of the collection thereof, which tax 
shall he ,eollected as provided in sub. (10). It shall not be necessary to submit aily such 
bond issue .to the vote. of .the people. The taxhereillabove provided to. be levied shall not 
be includl:ld.withinthe .provisions of any county, town, city or village tax limitation, 
statute. :: , . . .. ' . , ' ... 

, (b) ,Upon the sale of any such bonds, the county board of such county shall pay the 
proceeds thereof· to the county treasurer of said county for the credit of the said com­
mission, and said' county treasurer shall, from tinle to tinIe, against said fund,paywar­
rants or checks when authorized by said corilillissionand signed by the chairman and. secre- , 
tary, thereof. 

(c) Whenever the sewerage cOlmnission of such city of the first class requires funds 
Ollt of which to pay for the projection, planning, construction and maintenance ofa 
sewerage system for the collection, transmission and treatment or disposal of house, 
unpolluted industrial and pl'o()essed waters and other sewage, or for the improvement 
of any watercourse within the district by deepening and widening or otherwise Ghang~ 
ing the. same for constructing, maintaining and operating flushing stations and tlUlllels. 
or for constructing, building and maintaining its sewage disposal or treatment plants in 
connection therewith, it shaH adopt a resolution stating the amount that it requires for 
such purposes and shall file with the county board of supervisors of such county a certi~ 
fied copy thereof, and thereupon, such board of supervisors is required and directed to 
provide by resolution for the amount so required by tax levy or by issuing corporate 
bonds of such metropolitan sewerage district, or ,by a combination of a tax levy and 
cQrporate bonds, and make such amount available . within the period of time designated 
in the resolution of said sewerage commission, which period shall not be less than 90 
days from the date such' resolution is filed with the county board of supervisors ... Such 
bonds shall be payable at such time not longer than 20 years from the date of their isSue 
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as shall be determined by said resolution of the board of supervisors, provided that when 
any part of an issue shall have a maturity greater than 10 years, such resolution shaH 
require payment of the principal in substantially equal annual instalments during the life 
of such issue. Such bonds shall be payable in lawful money of the United States, bearing 
interest at a rate to be determined in said resolution and such bonds shall be in such 
form as may be prescribed by such resolution, shall be signed by the chairman of said 
bom'd and by the clerk thereof, shall be called metropolitan sewerage bonds, shall be con­
secutively numbered, shall have interest coupons attached, and shall show on their face 
that the same are issued for the benefit of the metropolitan sewerage district. There 
shall be annually levied by said county board a direct tax upon all taxable property in 
such district sufficient to pa.y the annual interest thereon, and also to pay and dischm'ge the 
principal thereof at maturity, and there shall be included in said tax levy an amount esti­
mated by the boacl'd of supervisors to be sufficient to cover the loss and cost of the collec­
tion thereof, which ta.x shaH be collected as provided in sub. (10). It shall not be neces­
sary to submit any such bond issue to the vote of the people. The tax hereinabove pro­
vided to be levied shall not. be included within the provisions of any county, town, city 
or village tax limitation statute. 

(d) Upon the sale of any such bonds, the county board of such county shall pay the 
proceeds thereof to the city treasurer of said city 00£ the first class to the credit of the 
said. sewerage commission of said city and said city treasurer shall, from time to time, 
against said fund, pay warrants or checks when authorized by said commission and 
signed by the chairman and the secretary thereot 

(e) Bonds issued pUl'suant to pars. (a) and (c) of this subsection shall be combined 
into a single issue when the metropolitan sewerage commission and the sewerage com­
mission of such city of the first class shall so request in the resolution specified in said 
pars. (a) and (c). 

, (f) Any pm·t or all of any tax levied by the county board against an enth'e city, 
village or town and certified to a city, village or town Clerk, may be paid in whole or in 
part out of the general fund of the city, village or town in lieu of placing said tax upon 
the local tax roll. Any city, village or town which shall, prior to the time for the levy 
of taxes, have money in its. general fund appropriated for that pUl1)ose, may by reso­
lution determine that the taxes levied pursuant to pars. (a) and (c) and apportioned 
to it shall be paid to the COlmty in whole or in pa.rt from such money in the general 
flmd, which money, in the amolmt determined by such resolution, shaH thereupon be 
segregated and used for no otherpU11)ose. The amount of such tax thereafter spread on 
the tax rolls of such city, village or town may be reduced by the amount so segregated 
from the general fund. 

(8) ApPORTIONlIIENT OF COST. (a) Before Febrllary 1 in each year the sewerage com­
mission of such city of the first class shall estimate and by resolution determine what smns 
in their judgment will be required to meet the expenses and disbursements of the sewerage 
commission of such city for the current fiscal year and shall include in such estimate and 
resolution as a part of. tlle expense of the operation of such sewerage system all the ex­
pense of operation and of keeping in repair such sewerage system and disposal plant, in­
cluding said main sewers, pumping and temporary disposal works and other plants, con­
structed by said metropolitan sewerage conmiission, and shall estimate and repOl't the 
proportion tllereof that will be due from each city, town 01' village in said drainage area 
in payment for the transmission and disposal of its sewage and for keeping in repair the 
intercepting sewers and disposal plant, in cluding said main sewers, pumping and tem­
porary disposal works and other plants, constructed by said llletropolitan sewerage com­
mission, and each city, town 01' village shall pay that proportion of the whole expense as 
the amount of sewage it contributes bears to the total amount of sewage disposed of by 
said city, in such disposal plants, 

(9) TAX LEVY; POWERS OF TOWNS. Such sewerage commission of such city of the 
first class shall, on or before the first day of October of each year, certify in writing to 
the clerks of the several cities, towns and villages having territory in said drainag'e area, 
the total amount necessary to pay the expenses for the transmission and disposal of said 
sewage for saiel year and the share thereof that each such city, town and village must 
pay after the report has been made as herein provided. 

(a) Upon the receipt of such repol't by each such clerk, he shall submit the sallle to' 
the next regular or special meeting of the governing board of said city, town or village 
and such board shall, by resolution, levy and assess taxes sufficient to pay the same, 
against all of the taxable property included within the drainage area in his said town, 
city or village. Following such assessment and levy, the 'clerk of each such city, town 
or village shall place the same upon the tax roll to be collected as other taxes are col­
lected upon all of the taxable property within such clrainage area; and such moneys when· 



'1079 OOUNTIES 59.965 

collected shall be paid by the treasurer of each such city, town or village, to the treasurer 
of such city of the first class to the credit of said sewerage commission of such city of 
the. first class. 

(b) There is imposed upon all towns in counties in which under the provision of this 
section a metropolitan sewerage cOlnmission is created and appointed, I'll of the powers 
vested in villages under chapter 61 of the statutes relating to the power of villages to 
finance, assess, build, construct and maintain sewerage systems, mains, laterals, drains and 
all appurtenances, and all of the du:ties by such provision imposed upon the village boards 
or villages, their several committees and village clerk, shall be performed in such towns by 
the town boards and town clerks thereof; provided, that the town board of any such town 
may lay sewers or water mains along either or both sides of any street or highway in the 
town, and in that event shall assess the cost thereof only against the property abutting and 
adjoining upon that side of the street or highway in which the sewer or water main may 
be laid; and all notices and specifications required thereby may be made and giwm by the 
towns in such work where no newspaper is published therein by posting five copies thereof 
in five public places in said town, and all duties by such provision imposed upon village 
clerk and village treasmer in extending upon the tax roll and collecting all assessments 
and taxes relatipg to such improvements, shall be performed in the same manner by town 
clerks and town treasurers .of such towns. 

(c) The metropolitan sewerage commission and the sewerage commission of .a. city 
of the first class acting jointly are authorized and empowered on behalf of the metro­
politan sewerag'e district to contract with any city, town, village, sanitary district or 
metropolitan sewerage district org'anized pursuant to ss.66.20 to 66.209 in such county 
wholly 01' partly outside the boundaries of the metropolitan sewerage district, or wholly 
or partly outside of S11Ch county but in the same general drainage area .as the said metro­
politan sewerage district for the transmission, treatment or disposal of sewage from any 
territory located in such 'city, town, village, sanitary district or metropolitan sewerage 
district so organized. Before any such city, town, village, sanitary district or metropoli­
tan sewerage district so organized shall be permitted to connect its sewers with or use 
any: main sewers, such sewers shall be approved as provided by sub. (6) (0) . The gov­
erning board of any such city, town, village, sanitary district or metropolitan sewerage 
district organized under ss. 66.20 to 66.209 by a vote of three-fourths of its members is 
hereby authorized to enter into such contract and to levy irrepealable taxes for the term 
covered by such contract for the cost of such service as determined by such contract upon 
the whole city, town, village) sanitary district or metropolitan sewerage district orga­
nized under said sections, or upon such part thereof as the governing board determines 
by such vote to be benefited thereby .. 

(10) LEVY AND COLLECTION OF METROPOLITAN SEWERAGE TAXES. The taxes levied pur­
suant to subsection (7) (a) and (c) shall be apportioned to the several towns, villages 
and cities situated within the metropolitan sewerage drainage area in the ml,lnner 
provided by section 70.63, and may be spl'ead upon the respective real estate and personal 
property tax rolls of said towns, villages and cities, combined with county taxes, and shall 
be treated for all purposes, including settlement with the treasurers of the towns, villages 
and cities in the same manner as county taxes but shall not be included within any limita­
tion on county taxes.' .. 

(12) INCONSISTENT LAWS REPEALED. All laws or parts of laws inconsistent herewith 
are hereby repealed. 

History: 1961 c. 37, 236, 486, 544, 622; 1963 c. 171,459. 
The effect of legislative action, even above a tunnel enclosing a river without 

prior to 1953, was to give title to property authorization of metropolitan commission. 
acquired by the city commission to. the met- S. D. Realty Co. v. Sewerage Comm. 15 W 
ropolitan sewerage commission, The city (2d) 15, 112 NvV (2d) 177. 
commission could lease a strip of land' , 

59.965 Expressways in populous counties. (1) DEFINITIONS. As used in this sec­
tion, unless the context indicates otherwise,' the follo~yillg terms shall mean: 

(a) "Expressway" is a diyided arterial highway for through traffic with full 'or par­
tial control of access and generally with grade separations at intersections. "Full" con­
trol of access means that the authority to control access is exercised to give preference to 
through traffic by providing access connections with selected public roads only and by pro­
hibiting crossings at grade or direct private driveway connections. "Partial'" control of 
access means that the authority to control access is exercised to give preference to through 
traffic to a degree that, in addition to access connections with selected public roads, there 
may be some crossings at grade and some private driveway connections. The commission 
shall have power todetel'lnine whether full or partial control of access shall be exercised. 

(b) "Commission" is the county expressway commission created by this section. 
(c) "Expressway project" is an integral portion of the expressway that may be put 

to public use independently of other expressway projects. 
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(d) "Prior expressway project expenditures" are obligations incurred and expendi­
,turesfinanced frOnl funds obtained from local tax levy Bources,orfrom the proceeds of 
the sale of bonds, by a municipality in the county for the acquisition and clearing of the 
right of way and construction of expressway projects which are incomplete and have not 
been substantially put to public 'use at the time, the county expressway conllnissionis 
created and the transfer of the function to said commission has been effectuated, together 
with any funds so finimced in the state treasury under control of the state highway com­
misSion to the credit of an expressway IJroject; and', any funds which,the municipality 
may, subsequent to the, creation of the county expressway commission, transmit to the 
state highway commission for credit to an expressway project authorized ,by the county 
expressway commission. 

(e) "Expressway project budget" is the plan of financial operation embodying an 
estimate of proposed expenditures for the expressway project and the proposed means 
of financing, them. ' 

,(f) "County board" is the county board of supervisors of the county wherein such 
county expressway commission is created. " 

(2) COUNTY EXPRESSWAY COMMISSION. (a) C1'eCttion; appohitment of cpmmissio1!81's. 
In any county having a population of 500,000 or mote;' thm;e is hel;eby created acoun,ty 
expressway commission which shall function asap'art of the county government. Such 
commission shall consist of 5membeI's) and shall be appointed by the goverllbr. The first 
appointees shall serve for terms of 1, 2, 3, 4 ,and 5 years, respectively. Thereafter each 
member shaUbe appointed for terms of 5 years each and until their successors are ap­
pointed and qualified. All appointees shall be ancll;emain residents of such' county. Ap­
pointments to fill vacancies and for terms after the initial tel'l11S shall be made'ln the 
same manner as provided in this paragraph. Certification of such appoilitments shall be 
filed with the county clerk. 

(b) Oath of office; expenses. Each commissioner shall take and file the official oath 
and shall receive no salary, but shall be reimbursed his actual and necessary expenses in 
the performance of his duties. 

(c) ''Organization. A majority of the' commissionel:s shall constitute a quonimfor 
the transaction of business. As soon as the commissioile'rs first appointed under this sub­
section' enter upon the duties of th!iir office, they shall' organize by electing one of their 

,members chairman, who shall be removable at pleasure by the commissioners. The chair-
• man shall preside over all meetings of,the commission al1cl: shall perform sllChother 
duties as aI'e imposed upon him by this section Ol'may be assig'ned to him by \ the com­
mission. The commission shall elect one of its members secretary. 

(3), MEETINGS; REPORTS. The commission shall h~ld meetings for the' transa,ctlon ~f 
bushless. All such nleetings shall be open to the p~lbli~~ The, cOlliniission shall i)repare 
annually a l'eport of its official transactions and expenditures and shall mail slich state­
mentto the governor, to the mayor of the largest city in such county alid to the chairman 
of the county board of such county, and to the chief executive hea'd ,of the goveIl1ing 
'boards of all cities, towns and villages in such cOlUity. " ,,' 

, (4) T~4NSFER OF PRIOR EXPRESS,VAY &TUDIES AN}) REPORTS. Upon the orgap.izaU~~ 
of sllchconlmission, the governmental authorities of the largest city in sucjl county shall 
transfer and deliver to the. commission the original or certified copy of all maps allit en­
'gineering studies and reports pertaining to an expressways system ill such city: and 
county, together with all contracts pertaining to the creation and construction of such 
expressw,ays. Upon demand by the commission the city with the approval ,of the com­
mon council shall execute and deliver to such cOUllty quitclaim deeds of all lands acquired 
or dedicated or owned by the city and ileeded for the' l)urpoSe of ~'ight of way fo1' such 
expressways, provided the cost thereof was 'included in the determination of prior express-
way expenditures. " ' '" ' 

(5) POWERS AND DUTIES. The commission: is, cliarged with the duty and'vested with 
all ,powers necessary to plan, acquire the right of way for ,and construct an expressway 
system ill such county and to administer each expressway project until it shall be certified 
,as completed, subject to the general supervision of the: county board except as her'ein­
after, pro,vided, including' without limitation by reason of enumel'ation, the powel1 to con­
tract. In the exercise of the foregoing duties and, powers, the commission shall: 

(a), Plans, f01' eX1J1'essways. As soon as possible after its organization, consider 
and devise a general plan of expressways to serve the entire county. Such plan shall be 
presep.ted to the governing body bf, each municipality through which a part' of the 
expressway system is routed for its consideration and apprm;al. The' commission may in 
its discretion; prior to its presentation of such general plan to, the 'county board as here­
inafter p:L'ovided,by formal action modify such general plan to meet objectiOlls raised 
by the governing body of any municipality through which a" route of' such expressway 
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passes. If the approval of such governing body is not granted within 60 days from the 
date of submission, the commission shall pi'esent the general plan to the state highway 
commission, which shall hold a public hearing on that part of the plan which is located 
in such ~nunicipality. After such hearing, the' state highway commission shall make 
recommendations to the commission with reference to the matters objected to by the 
municipal governing· body. Thereafter the commission shall incorporate such recom­
mendations in its general plan .. When the approval of the necessary local governing 
bodies has been obtained or the recommendation of the state highway cOlllmission has 
been obtained in lieu thereof, the general plan shall be presented to the county board of 
such county. The county board upon receipt of such general plan shall promptly con­
sidei' the same and approve or reject it. If the plan is rejected, the commission shall 
devise a revised plan with such modifications or changes as to it seem proper, secure the 
approval thereof by the' governing bodies of the municipalities affected· or the recol11-' 
mendations' of the highway commission as hereinbefore provided and submit such revised 
plan to the county board, arid thereupon the county board shall again consider and 
approve or reject such plan. This procedure shall continue until some general plan has 
been approved by the county board. Thereafter, upon request of the commission, sitch 
general plan may be amended by the county board in conformity with such request, pro~ 
vided that a deviation of not to exceed 1,000 feet from any expreEsway roilte in the 
approved general plan may in the discretion of the expressway commission be anthor­
izedand shall not be an amendment requiring approval by the county board, except that 
after 'December 1, 1959,a deviation not to exceed 700 feet may be so authorized without' 
approval by the county boa~l.'d. ' 
.,' (b) Proce(l~Wellpon appl'oval of plan. When a general plan' has been approved 

by tIle 'county board, the commission shall prepare and submit to the county board tenta­
tive expressway project budgets for such units of the comprehensive plan and in order of 
construction' as the commission deems propel;. Each such budget shall give reasonably 
detailed estimates of expelidituresrequired to complete such expressway project and shall 
also give an estimate of the state and federal aid which will become available foi' such 
project. The county bOard shall determine the amount of the c01mty's share of the cost 
of such project imd the financing thereof, either from the authorization of county IJxpress-. 
way bonds pursuant to s. 67.04 (1) (v), or by determining the amounts to be included in 
the budgets during the construction yellrs, or by transfer from unappropriated surplus 
pursuant to s. 59.84 (5), or by any combination of the foregoing. When the county board 
determines that county funds for an expressway project shall be financed in whole 01' in, 
part from current ,budgets, the county auditor shall include such amounts in the proper 
proposed budget pursuant to s. 59.84, (5). The county board shall adopt expressway project; 
b,udgets with such changes as it may deem propel' .. When so adopted, the county contribu­
tion to the expressway project shall constitute a legal appropriation and shall be expendc 

able. to the extent that expressway bonds. have been authorized or money otherwise pro­
vided. At the . request of the commission, the county board may amend any expressway 
projllct budget and may transfer appropriations from one expressway project to .another. 

(c) Acceptwnce of gifts. .To accept, in the name of the county, gTants, conveyances 
and devises of .land, improvements thereon and any and all interests whatsoever therein and 
bequests and donations of money to ,be used for expressway purposes. 

(d) Acquisitlon of lamds afJld int61'ests the1·ein. 1. To acquire in the name of the 
county or in the name of the state when so directed by the state highway commission, after 
the county board has adopted an expressways project budget, orin advance thereof with 
the general approval of the county board as hereinafter provided, by donation, pl,lrchase, 
condemnation or otherwise, such lands, including any improvements' thereon, and any 
interests, easements, franchises, rights and privileges in or pertaining to lands, of what~ 
H\'er nature and by whomsoever 'Owned, as the commission deems aTe necessary and re- ' 
quired for expressway purposes, and to dispose of the same. The use of expressway lands 
for the lobation or relocation Of any facility for mass transportation, including private or . 
public utilities, is authorized when so determined by the expressway conllllission and ap~ . 
proved by the county boaTd. The commission ma,y purchase or accept donation of rem­
nants of tracts or parcels of land remaining at the time 01' after it has' acquired by C011-
del1lllation or after or coincident with its acquisition by purchase or donation portions of 
such tracts or parcels for expressway p1lrposes where in the judgment of the commissio11 
Si1Ch actionwouldiassist inrendel'i:hg just compensation to a lando,vner, a part of'whose 
lands' 'aTe required for expressway purposes,' and would serve to minimize the over-all cost 
of such necessary taking by the public. The county' ma,y dispose of such rel1lllants. No 
lands· or interest of any kind therein acquired as hereinabove provided shall be disposed' 
of by the; county without the consent of the commission, and all moneys received for any 
suclilands, ill1provementsthereon or interests of allY kind therein, so . disposed of, shall be 
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credited to the land acquisition account as an abatement of expense. No lands acquired 
by the conunission, as provided in this subsection,in the name of or in trust for the state, 
shall be disposed of by the county without prior approval of the state, and the proceeds 
of such sale shall be remitted to the state or retained and used for expressway purposes 
when so directed by the state highway commission. ' 

2. The commission may also, for specific approved highway projects or otherwise, with 
the general approval of the county board once given and after the general plan of express­
ways, has been adopted by the county, board, as the same may be amended, acquire lands 
and interests therein of the natur~ and in the manner specified in this paragraph for the 
right of way of such expressways in advance of the time of the adoption of an express­
way project budget including such lands and interests. Such power may be exercised when 
in the judgment of the commission the public interest will be served and economy effected 
by forestalling' development ,of such lands which will entail greater acquisition costs at a 
later date. Upon such acquisition the commission may improve, use, maintain or lease 
such lands until the same are required for expressway construction. It is recognized that 
there, may necessarily be a period of time between the acquisition of needed lands for 
right of way and the commencement of actual site clearance and construction, but such 
fact shall not minimize the public purpose of such acquisition. The owners of such lands 
at, the time of such acquisition shall have the first light to enter into lease thereof with 
the connty acting by the cQmmission until such lands are needed for expresswa,y construc­
tion. Any lands so leased for more than one year shall be subject to general property 
taxation during the term of the le,ase, All rentals shall ,be credited to the project or to 
the expressway land acquisition account. On request of the commission, the county board 
shall provide out of funds acquired by bond issue or otherwise a land acquisition fund in 
an amount specified by the commission from time, to t~me, but not in excess of $5,000,000 
of expendable funds at anyone time, to be used primarily for the acquisition of lands, 
improvements thereon and interests therein as specified in this subsection prior to the 
approval of the specific expi'essway project for which such lands or interests will be re­
quired. Such fund shall be adjusted to reflect acquisition costs for lands and interests 
therein thereaftel' incorporated in specific approved expressway projects by transferring 
both the approPliations and the acquisition costs therefor to the proper expressway im-
provement eX1)enditnres account. . , 

3. When an expi'essways project for which lands, improvements thereon and any o~ all 
interests therein have been paid for frotn any expressway land acquisition fund or account 
becomes activated, upon request of the commission and subject to the approval of the 
county board, the state highway cOlnmission is authorized to reimburse the expressway 
land aequisition fund by allocation of funds which may be made available under any state 
or federal statllte to reimburse prio1' disbursements fl;om such land acquisition fund to 
acquire said lands, improvements thereon or interests therein or appurtenant thereto. All 
state or federal flUids thus received shall be used for expressway purposes. 

4. The connnission, in acquiling lands, improvements ,thereon and interests therein 
and apPlU'tenant thereto as hereinabove specified in this subsection, may acquire the 
same in fee simple or by easement for highway purposes' as it may by order determine. 
In any sueh acquisition, the commission may and shall when requested by the state high­
way commission, act in the name of the state as the agent of the state highway com­
mission and in other cases shall actin the Iiame of the county. The commission in 
making such acquisition may proceed under ch. 32. 

5. Whene, er, plioI' to actual expressway project construction, a saving is shown to be 
probable in the cost of constructing a proposed new municipal or plivately-owned public 
utility (which, if presently installed in a public way in a proposed normal manner, would 
ultimately be interfered with by expressway, construction) by initially constructing such 
municipal or plivately-owned public utility in other than a normaL manner to acconnno­
date futI, l'e expressway construction, the commission may, after receiving county board 
approval, and in order 10 effect savings by avoiding . reconstruction and relocating at a 
later date, contract with the municipal. govel'llment or utility company involved for the 
construction of the publi<.l utility in such other than normal manner and to pay to it the 
portion of the cost of such special construction in excess of the cost if constructed in the 
proposed normalll1allner. Funds for such ,purpose may'be taken from the land acquisi­
tion fund authorized in subd; 2. 

6. When the commission has acquired title to lands in fee either for the cOlmty or the 
state, the county shall have power to use and develol) any portion of said lands not directly 
needed for expressway-roadway purposes and which do not interfere with the plimary 
expressway purpose, and, without exclusion because of enumeration the power to use the 
subsoil beneath the grolmd, the ground level area, or air space above the ground, for park­
ing, storage or building. purposes, subject to municipal land use zoning regulations except 
as to parking, provided thaLwhere the, expressway right of way area.ill question is either 
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on the federal interstate system or on a state trunk highway, the consent of the state high­
way commission to such development and use shall be obtained prior to construction or 
initiation of such use, and the state shall receive a share of the rentals or sale price derived 
from such use in the proportion that the amount of federal or state funds used in the 
purchase of the site bears to the total cost of the land and improvement which is the sub­
ject of such sale or rental. Such sharing shall not be made until the county has been re­
imbursed for all sums expended by it, in the developments herein above referred to and 
such sharing shall terminate when the fair proportion of the federal and state funds 
allocable to the purchase of the area so developed has been reimbursed. No supplies or 
service for motor vehicles at retail, other than the parking thereof, shall be dispensed or 
rendered at, on or in connection with any portion of such lands developed or used for 
parking, storage, building or any other purpose. 

(e) Contmcts. To construct and administer projects under its jurisdiction, to .con­
tract in the name of the county with the state highway commission as may be necessary 
under state and federal statutes to secure state and federal aid on expressway projects. 

(f) Vacation, l'elocation, 1'econstmction of st1'eets, alleys, etc. 1. Whenever the com­
mission determines that it necessary for the proper construction of an expressway project 
that streets or alleys shall be vacated in whole or in part, or be dead-ended at the express­
way right of way line; that existing streets or alleys be relocated; that new streets or 
alleys be laid out and opened; that accessory streets or ramps to serve as approaches to 
the expressway be constructed; that existing streets leading to or off from expressway 
ramps be designated as one-way streets for such reasonable distance as is nece~sary for 
the proper operation of the facility; that the grade of existing streets be changed or 
that the traveled portion of existing streets be widened and improved so as to facilitate 
entrance to the expressway, it shall formulate a tentative order evidencing' such require­
ment and file a certified copy thereof with the clerk of each town, city or village affected 
by such tentative order for consideration thereof by the governing body of such town, 
city or village. 

2. Said governing body or such committee thereof as said governing body shall desig­
nate shall hold a public hearing in considering such tentative order and shall give 
notice of such hearing bypublicatiOli once a week for.2 successive weeks in such news­
paper, published in the county, as such governing body may desig'nate. 

. 3. If such tentative order is not approved within 90 days from the date of such filing, 
the commission shall present the tentative order to the state highway commission, which 
shall hold a public. hearing thereon, of which hearing the municipality in question shall be 
given notice. The highway commission shall have jurisdiction to pass upon the necessity 
and reasonableness of the proposed tentative order, and it may approve, modify and ap­
prove or disapprove of the order, and its decision thereon shall be final, with no review 
allowed under. ch. 227. 

4: If such tentative order is approved by the governing body of the municipality 
affected, or if it is ~pproved or niodified and, approved by the state highway commission, 
the county expressway commission may thereafter issue a final order identical with the 
original tentative order as the same may be modified by the state highway commission's 
decision. A certified copy of such final order shall be filed with the clerk of the town, 
village or city affected. Notice of the making of such order shall be published once a week 
for 2 successive weeks in such newspaper published in the county as the county board 
shall designate to publish official county notices. . 

5. The governing body of such town, village.or city shall within 30 days after such fil­
ing take the necessary action to comply with such order and in so doing' shall not be limited 
by the objections of any abuitiIlg owner, and the provisions of s. 80.32 (4) shall not b,e 
applicable to any vacation or discontinuance req:uired by such order and any such town, 
village or city may act upon the initiative of its governing body without the n~cessity of 
obtaining the consent of any abutting owners, notwithstanding' any provisions vf chs. 60, 
61, 62 and 66 and s.80.32 (4) alid any and all other provisions of law to the contrary. 

6. If the town, 'village or city does not 'comply with theOl'del' within a reasonable time, 
the commission may perform the work required by the order with its oWn forces or by 
contract and in so' doing '. and for such purpose shall' have the same powers and freedom 

·from limitations as are vested by the above specified chapters and tIns subsection in the 
governing body of the town, village or city. 

7. The plans, specifications, proposed contracts and the appraisal of damages, if any, 
caused to abutting owners by compliance with such order shall be subject to approval by 
the commission prior to the commencmnent of any wOl'k under such order but such require­
ment for approval of such oi'der shall not affect the abutting property: :owners' rigfits of 
appeal from the determination of damages by the cominissioner of public works of the 
city or by any other authorized person or body. 
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8. Tne cost of performing such work as may be required by aliyorder of the commis­
sionunder this subsection, including-damages granted for chang'es of legally, established 
:gradeornecessary acquisition of lands, shall be paid by the county from, expressway 
funds as an item of the particular expresswa,y project budget upon IJl'esentation of vouch­
ers which have been approved for payment by the governing body of such town, village 
or city and the commission. If the payment made by the county has been increased by 
:reason ,of the town, city or village requesting an expenditure in excess of replacement or 
termination costs, the said town, village orcHy shall reimburse the county for such excess 
'cost. Said reimbursement shall be credited by the county to 'abatement of .the respective 
expense for which it was received. 

(g) Belocation of 1I!unicilJal utilities. 1. The commission, subject to a,pprovalby the 
public service commission after public hearing to all intei'ested parties in such cases in 
which the public service commission would have jTirisdiction, may by order require any 
town, village or city through which an expl'esswayproject is to be constructed to remove, 
relocate and replace in kiiId or with equal facilities, or if the town, village or (lity shall 
so request by enlarged facilities,' any sewer, street lighting or other like utility service the 
location of which interferes with construction of an expressway project, provided, that in 
the event of such request the town, village or city 'shall bear that part of the cost of such 
improvement which exceeds the cost of the replacement of the existing facility in kind or 
'with equal materials or facilities, provided further that the commission shall' bear slich 
excess cost where the installation of such enlarged facility is caused by desig1Ied construc­
tion and use of the expressway. A certified copy of such order shall be filed with the clerk 
of each town, village or city affected and upon such filing each such town, village or city 
shall within 30 days thereafter take the necessary action to comply with such order, p~'o­
vided that all plans, specifications and contracts for any of such work shall be subject to 
'approval by the commission. In any event, when the work under ,specific contracts,has 
,been completed and approved by the governing body of such town" village or city and the 
commission, the same shall be paid by the county from expressway funds IlS an item of 
the, particular expressway project budget. If the payments made by the coullty exceed 
the replacement ,costs and such additional .cost was incul'l'ed at the, spedflc request of the 
town, village or city, the said town, village or city shall reimburse the county ,therefor. 
Said reimbursement shall be ,credited by the comity as an abateme)lt of the respective ex­
penses for which it is received. If deemed fe~sible and desirable by the commissiim any 
work provided for in this paragraph may be J)erfoi111ed bycommissiiH} fMces or dil;ectly 
by contract, in which event the town, village or city in which such:work is perforrned,ghall 
afford the co-operation necessary and requiry,d by the' commissio11: ,',' " , ' , ' , , 

2. With respect to any w<lterutility of any city, town or :village whic~utility, il1addi~ 
tiQn tp providing water for· human consumption, performsgovernll).ent,al functions in .the 
way of pl'oviding water for fil'e protection, sewerage operation, street sanitatiol)., .park 
bathing pools and the like, the commissionshall haye the sall)e powers and be subject to 
the sa~e obli/?,ations are aTe provide~ in subd.l,pr~Yided th!l;t water stor~ge tanks, ,yat,er 
pumpmg. statIOns and water reserVOlrs shll11 not be mcluded m any 'order of the commIS­
sion and may be removed, relocated and replaced only with the consent alld 'aPPl;oval of 
t4\l, city; to,\,n or village owning and operating suc~ facilities.' . .... 

(h) Pfivate occnpamcyof st1'eets j1·elocation .. 1 .. All pel'sons other than tbose men­
tio.ned in. par. (g) lawflllly having buildings, structures,. wOl'ks, conduits, mains, pipes, 
wires, poles, tracks or any other pllysical facilities in, oyer or under tpe ptlblic .lands, 
stl'()ets, highways, alleys, parks or par)nyays of the county, or of, any town, village or city 
t~erein, wbi~hin the opinion of the commission in any m\lnnerinterfere with theconstl'lW­
t~oll of, any e~p~'essway pl'oject or .the l'eloca,tion .or main\e:pance tpereof, .sh?,11 1lpOl).w·der 
by the CQmmISSIOn promptly so accommodate,; reloc~te or; remove the same a.s iJ,lay be 01'-

d,ered by thecommi~sion SQ as to remove such mterference, . , , . .. ;. 
',) 2.' Whenever the commission proposes to.submit, an expressway project to;the county 
board for its approval it shall give .notice, thel'eof to each privately owned. public utility 01' 

othel'person affected by such project indicating in such notice thea(ltion :which it desires 
such utility or person. to taJre, and such utility or person shall within 90 days: aft~r receip,t 
of: such notice furnish ,to the co=ission its pll\ll to comply with such. request. ::,' : 

3. When the utility pursuant to the conunission'S' order proceeds with, the· :work in a 
manner satisfactory to the connnission, the county by the commission 'shall pay the utility 

,from expressways funds upon monthly estimates of work performedandsublliitted for 
payment by the utility, two-thirds of ' the net cost incurred by the utility inperformillg 
such work, after deducting reasonable' and fair. credits for items salvaged, .fo1' any. better­
ments ma.deat the option of the company and for the yalue as canied 'on the ,utility's 
books, of the used life of a, facility retired from use if the service life of the ne1Y facility 
will extend beyond the expectancy of the one removed. The: county shall not be liable .to 



1085 COUNTIES 59.965 

pa,y :any' :value whatever for utility facilities where use of the same has been abandoned 
for. reasons. other than the construction or proposed construction of an expressway project 
even though the installation is intact. 

, 4 .. The commission and any utility required to accommodate, relocate or remove a 
utility facility described 'in subd. 1 may by agreement provide for the respective amounts 
of the cost to be borne by each so as to resolve any dispute as to the allowance of charges 
and credits as hereinabove set forth. When such agreement has been concluded, the county 
by the .commission shall payout of expressway funds its share of such cost upon monthly 
estimates of work pCl'formed and submitted for payment by the utility. 

5. If the commission and any privately owned public utility are unable to agree as to 
the division of such costs, either may appeal to the public service commission, which body 
shall determine the proper amounts of reimbursement according to the provisions ex­
pressedih this paragraph. Either party may have a review of the public service commis­
sion's decision in the manner provided in ch. 227. If it be determined upon suchl'eview 
that the county has paid more than two-thirds of the net cost of ·compliance by a utility 
with the commission's order, any overage shall be reimbursed to the cOlmty by the utility . 

. 6. No such appeal shall delay construction of the expressway project nor compliance 
by the privately owned public utilities with the orders of the expressway commission, pro­
vided that such compliance shall not prejudice the rights of either the commission or the 
utilities in any pending appeal. 
, .. 7. If any person refuses to comply with an order of the commission as promUlgated in 
acco'l'dance ,vith this paragraph, the cOiillnission may have a· writ of assistance from the 
circuit court to compel compliance, and such persOll shall be liable for an damages caused 
to the commission by such delay. 
. .8 .. Whenever any steam or electric i'ailroad tracks shall cross or be crossed by an ex-
:pl'~ss\vay project ss. 195.28 to 195.291 shall be applicable. ' , 

, 9 .. The reill1b~lrsell1ent to private )ltilities provided in this paragraph shall be limited 
to expressway projects as provided in tl;tis section.' . 

" (i) Ent1Y 01~ pl'ivate lamds. The commission, its. agcnts or servants, may enter upon 
any land in the· county for. th~ purpose of making surveys, te~t borings or any other type 
of examination necessary in the performance of its duties and shall .be liable to restore the 
surface of said lands to the same. or as good .condition as existed at the time of such entry 
and for any other actual and demonstrable damage caused to said lands by, such entry~ 

. (j) Tmlfic types o;nd speed lim.its. After an expressway project has been certified .as 
completed, the public. body having jurisdiction over the maintenance thereof shall have 
the power ~o regulate the type of vehicular use of such portion of the expressway except 
as .limited by federal and state laws and regulations, and the power to fix speed limits 
thereOn ,not ip. excess of the maximum speed limits for state trunk highways, and to pro­
vide a~ld enforcl'J reasonable pe)lalties for infraction of such vehicular use reguhi,tion 01; 

spBedli)llits. Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 346.16 (2), the ,use of tb,e expressways 
by. pedestrians, motor scooters, bicycles, funeml processions, animals on foot, the hauling 
of oversized equipment without special permit, and the towing of disabled vehicles .other 
than those .vehicles ,disabled on the expressway, shall be prohibited when an ordinance in 
conformity herewith if' adopted by the county board, but any forefeiture provided therei:1l 
shall not exceed the maximum fine as provided by s. 346.17 (2). 
':.: ,(k) Bltilding pel'mlts: O1b lands in expressway 1'OUteS. Each town, village or city 
through which a route of the . approved expressway plan, as amended from time to time, 
shall pass, shall be. given .a formal. notice of slich route and a map thereof. Thereafter, 
when an owner of land within the right of way of an expressway indic.ated on such map 
s4all make application for a building permit affecting such lands, final action on. such 
appli.C)ation ,shall be deferred £01' a reasonable time not exceeding 60 dlLys and the rilUuici­
pality shall within. 5 days after receipt of such application notify the cOnmllssion thereof, 

(1) The commission may in its discretion use its own forces to construct ·expressway 
projects in whole or in part or may with the approval of the county board use county 
hig4way. forces for such purposes. " 
.' ,( m) Bule$ and regulations. T.he commission shall have power to make all rules and 
regulations concerning its work. . 

(6) REI:~IBuRSEMENT FOR' PRIOR E,XPRESSWAY FINANCING. Municipalities shall be re­
iInbursed for prior expl;essway project expenditures. Any expressway projects under 
construction at the time the commission is created and the transfer' of functions to the 
commission has been effectuated shall be completed by the commission. Such municipali­
ties shan be reimbursed for such In'ior expressway expenditures and obligation incurred 
for the cost of right of way acquisition and clearance, construction engineering, and 
actual construction to the extent of such municipalities' contribution from tax levy or 
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bond' funds. Each such mimicipality shall calculate such contribution and certify same 
with full datu to the commission. It shall then be subject to consideration, audit· and 
approval by the commission. Upon such approval, reimbursement shall be effected on a 
10-year instalment basis by levying a tax against all the municipalities of the county on 
an equalized valuation basis, and offsetting the amount thereof to the . municipalities en­
titled to reimbursement. 

(7) AGREE~IENTS FOR USE OF FEDERAL AID TO RETIRE MATURITIES. The state highway 
commission and any county having a population of 500,000 01' more are authorized to 
enter into an ag'l'eement providing that when the proceeds of bonds issued by such county 
are expended in the improvement of a portion of the federal aid highway system as a part 
of the comprehensive expressway system in such a county, and are so expended 11nder the 
provisions ofch. 84, and in compliance with section 5 of the federal aid highway act of 1950, 
or acts amendatory of or supplementary to such section, and regulations applicable there­
to, such sum of money derived from federal aid for highways which may be authorized 
by the congress and apportioned to this state for any fiscal year as shall be stipulated in 
the aforesaid agreement may be applied to' aid in retirement of. annual maturities of the 
principal indebtedness of such bonds, and that to the extent. that such feder[ll aid can be 
claimed and received by the state for such purpose, it will upon receipt be paid to the 
county. Any money so paid shall be deposited by the county in the sinking fund provided 
for the retirement of the bond issue of which such bonds formed a part. . 

(8) AGREE1.IENTS FOR STATE AID TO RETIRE 1.IATURITIES. The state highway. commission 
is .authorized to enter into a. contract with a county containing a population of 500,OQO 
or more providing that, to the extent that the pro~eeds of .bonds issued by such county are 
expended under the provisions of ch. 84 in the improvement of state trunk highways or 
connecting streets, ill addition to the agreed county share of such improvement and for 
which the county has not been or· will not be reimbursed with fede:.:al funds, such sum 
as may be approved by the state highway commission in any fiscal year will be paid to 
such 'county to aid in retirement of the al1ntwl maturities of the principal indebtedness 
of such bonds from funds appropriated and available to the commission for· the improve­
melit of state trllnk highviays or' connecting streets. Payments may be made pursuant 
to SllCh agreement, before or after the bonds mature, from funds appropriated ahd avail­
able to the commission fo~' the improvement of state trunk highways or connecting streets 
after making prov~sion fOl; adequate maintenance and traffic service, but this section or 
suc.h agreement' shall not constitute a commitment on the part of this state or the county 
to proyic1e such funds. Any money so paid shall be deposited by such county in its sinking 
fundcrea,ted for the purpose of payment of the bond issue of which such bOnds formed 
it pan. . 
'. (9) STAFF. (a) OthM' elepMtments (//Izel officers. The staff of the county highway 

departnlent, under the direction of the county highway commissioner, shall perform all 
te'chnical work .l'equired by the commission. Any municipality having an express,vay staff 
shall, upon request of the 'commission, and upon approval by the county board, transfer 
such staff' to the 'county, and such agents and employes of such muuicipal staff shall 
thel;eUpOl).' become l+ltegrated into county civil service in the county highway department. 
The commission with the ai)proval of the county bom'd may hire upon a: conttact· basis 
sllch expert consultant services as it may deem necessary to assist the commission in the 
plllUning of the expressway system . 

. (b) C01Jimissionroo1l/s [mel eQlt.ilJ1nent. The county board shall provide suitable 
offices 'wliere the maps, plans, documents, and records of the commission shall be kept, 
subject to 'public inspection at all reasonable hours and unde'r such reasonable regulations 
as the commission'muy prescribe. . .. 
,(10) MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION .. (a.) Same. Whenever any expressway project 

hasbgen completed the commission shall file a certification of such fact. with the county 
clCl;k, >the cl~rk of the municipality in ,,;hich such project is located and with the state 
highway commission. Thertafter the portion of the expressway system included in such 
pl'oject shan be operated and maintained by tIle county, provided that where any such 
expressway project shall be selected and designated by the state highway commission as 
a'state tninkhighway that portion of the expresswaJ' 'shall 'be maintained by the state. 
Connecting ramps constructed as a part of the expresswaY' system shall be' included in 
such mirintenancetothe curb lines of the streets with which they connect. When such proj­
ect is comi)leted, the municipality in which such expressway is located shall maintain the 
:pavement and all. municipal utilities on any street passing over or under,such expressway 
and, the approaches to such bridges. . . . 
• '. (b) : Policing· ol·ex1Jressways. Expressways shall be policed by the sheriff who 
may, when necessary, request and shall receive co-operation and assistance' from the police 
departmcntsof eachmllnicipality ill which expressways are located, but nothing con-
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tained herein shall be construed to deprive such police departments of the power of 
exercising law enforcement on such expressways within their respective jurisdictions .. 

(11) MAINTENANCE ALLOTMENT. From the appropriation made. by s. 20:420 (81)" 
the state highway commission shall allot annually on :March 10 to each county for the 
maintenance and operation of expressways within its limits constructed pursuant to this 
section, which are opened, maintained and used for public travel, and which are not state 
or county tmnk highways or connecting streets, the sum of $520 per mile of such express­
ways j provided that the length of connecting ramps to be maintained by the county as 
part of the expressway shall be included in the total mileage. 

History. 1961 c, 33, 209, 237, 682. 
(5) (h), which authorizes partial reim-. ,lines abandoned, but ·not required to be 

bursement of utility lines because of ex~ moved because of. expressway construction. 
pressway construction, does not authorize 49 Atty, Gen. 119. 
payment for value of unused life of utility 

59.97 Zoning power. (1) EXTEN'.r OF POWER: For the purpose of promoting the 
public health, safety and the general welfare the county board of any county may by or­
dinance effective within the areas within such county outside the limits of incorporated 
villages and cities establish districts of such imtuber, shape and area, and adopt slich r'eg­
ulations for each such district as the county board shall deem best suited to cany out the 
purposes of this section. The powers granted by this section shall be exercised through 
an ordinance which may determine, establish, regulate and restriCt : 

(a) The areas within which agriculture, forestry, industry, trades, business and recre-
ation may be conducted. . 

(b) The areas in which l'esidential uses may be regulated or prohibited. 
(c) The areas in and along or in or along natural watercourses, channels, strel:tms and 

creeks in which trades or industries, filling or dumping, erection of structures and the lo-
cation of buildings may be prohibited or restricted. . , 

(d) Trailer camps, or tourist camps and motels or both and mobile home parks. 
(e) Designate certain areas, uses or plU'poses which may be subjected to special regu­

lation. 
(f) The location of buildings and stmctures designed for specific uses and designa-

tion of uses for which buildings and structures tuay not be used or altered. . 
(g) The location, height, bulk, number of stories and size of buidings and other struc~ 

tures. 
(h) The location of roads and schools. 
(i) Building setback lines. 
(j) The density and distribution of population. 
(k) The percentage of lot which may be occupied, size of yards, courts and other 

open spaces. 
(2) FORMATION OF ZONING ORDINANOE j PROCEDURE., (a) The county board shall des­

ignate the county park commission, rural plannulg board, county highway committee, Or 
a special zoning committee which it may create, as its agency in all matters pertaining to 
county zoning. When such agency shall be directed by the county board to draft a pro-, 
posed zoning ordulance for its consideration, the agency shall do al.l things, necessary to 
conlply with such direction, including the collection and analysis of pertinent data, the 
drafting of a tentative ordinance. and the layout of tentative districts either by maps or 
words of description, holding public hearings, preparation of a proposed ,final draft, .and 
its SllJ:lmission to the county board for its consideration prior tp adoption. In any county 
in which a zoning' ordinance has been finally adopted and is in force, the zoning agency 
designat~d by the county hoard shall oversee the administration of such ordinance and to 
thisend such agency shall meet at least once each year. .' " 

(b) When the county zoning agency shall have completed a draft of a proposed.zon­
ing ordinance, it shall hold a public hearing or hearings thereon, following notice of such 
hearing by pUblication at least once each week for 3 successive weeks in the official news­
paper of the county, or if there be none, in a newspaper of general circulation in the, 
county. After such hearing the agency may .make such revisions in the draft as it shall, 
deem necessary, or it may submit the draft without revision to the county board with 
recommendations for adoption. Proof of publication of the notice of the public hearing 
held by such agency shall be attached to its report to,the county board., 

(e) .When .the draft, of such ordinance, recomm~nded fol'. adoption by the zonrng 
age,ncy, i~ received by the county board, it may adopt the ordinance as submitted, or reject 
it, or retllrn it to the agency with such recommendations as the county boarel may see fit 
to make. In the event of such l'etUl'l1 subsequent procedure by the .agency shall be as if 
the agency.were actulg 11nder the original directions. When adopted, duplicate copies of 
the ordinance shall be submitted by the pounty clerk by registered maiUo each town. clerk 
for cons~deration by the. town .board. 
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(d) A county ordinance adopted as provided by this section shall not be effeCtive in' 
any town until it has been approved by the town board. If the town board approves an 
ordinance adopted by the county board, as pl'ovided by this section, a certified copy of the 
approving resolution attached to one of the .copies of such ordinance submitted to the 
town .board shall promptly he filed with the county clerk by the town clerk. . .such ordi" 
nance shall become effective in such town as of the date of such filing, which filing' shall 
be recorded by the county clerk in his office, reported to the town board and the county 
board, and printed in the proceedings of the county board. Such .ordinance shall super­
sede any prior town ordin!\nce in conflict therewith or which is concerned with zoning, 
except as provided lJY section 60.74 (7). 

(3) AMENDMENTS; OHANGES. (a} The county board may amend the, regulations of 
an ordinance or change the district boundaries. The procedure with reference to ·,such 
amendments or changes shall be as follows: 

(b) A petition f.or amendment of any county zoning ordinance 1\1ay be made by any 
propel~ty owner in th~ )u;ea to !Je affellted by the amendment, bJ~ the town board of. liny 
t01vn wherein the ordinance is III effect; by· any member of the COtlllty board o~' by the 
agency' designated by the county board. to consider cOlintyzolling ,matters asprovid~diJ?) 
subsection (2) (a). Such petitioJ;l shall be filed with the copnty cle~'k who .shall present it, 
to the coupty board at .its next succeeding meeting.. '" : . '. ,,! ( 

(c) At such meeting of the county board the petition shall be referred dir~ctly to, .thE). 
agency designated by the county lJoard to consider county zoning1l1!\tters a~ provi<;l~d in 
subsection (2)' (a) for its consideration, report and recommendations. , '. 

(d) Upon receipt of such petition by such agency it shall call a public hearing thereon,' 
Notice of. the time and place of such hearing' shall. be given by publication thereof ollce 
each w'eek for 3 successive ~yeeks in the official newspaper of the county or if thereb,e nonE) 
in a Ilews'paper of general circulation in the county. A copy of such notice shall be mailed 
by registered mail to the town clerk of each town affected. by the proposed ~enclment at 
least 10 days pl'ior to the date of such hearing. "" . . . 

(e) As soon as possible after such public hearing, the agency shall act on such petition 
either approving, modifying and approving, .01' disapproving of the same. If:its action is 
favorable to g'l'anting,the requested change or any modificationthereo~, it shall cause an, 
ordinance to be drafted effectuating it~ determination' and shall subIl'\it sllch propo,se'd 
ordinance directly to the county board with its recommendations. ' If the agency after its 
public hearing shall recommend denial of the petition i,t shall report jts reCOm1\1en9ation 
directly to the county board with its reasons for such action. Proof of publication qf the 
notice of the public hearing held by such agEjncy and proof. of the giving' !=Jf noti~e to 
the tow.n clerk of such hearing shall be attached to either such report. ..•. .' 

. (f) Upon receipt of SllCh agency report the county board may adopt the ol·dinance. 
as drafted by the zoning agency or with amendments, or it may deny the petition .for 
amendment, or it inay refuse' to deny the petition' as recommended by the agency in 
which case it shall re-refer the petition to the agency with' directions to draft I:\n di'di­
nance to effectuate the petition and report the same back to the county board whIch may 
then adopt or reject such ordinance. In case a protest against a proposed amendment 
be filed with the county clerk at least 24 hours prior to the date of the meetihg of the' 
county board at which the report of the zoning agency is to be considered, dilly. signed 
and acknowledged by the owners of 20 pel' cent 01' more of the area proposed to be al~ 
tered, or by the owners of at least 20 percent of the frontage immediately In the 'rear ()l': 
along the side boundal'ies thereo,f within 300 feet of the area proposed to be changed, or 
by the owners of at least 20 per cellt of the frontage directly opposite and across aphb­
lic street, highway or alley, from the area proposed to be altered, action' on' such ol'dl~: 
nance may be deferred until the zoning ag'ency shall have had a reasonable oppol'tunity fo 
ascertain and report to the county board as to the authenticity,- of such owriei'ship state­
l1lents. Each signer shall state the amount of area 01' frontagE) o1Vlled by him and 'shall 
include a description of the lands owned by him. If such statements al'e fOUlid to' be 
trrie,such ordinance shall not be adopted except by the affirmative vote of' thtee~foUl·ths 
of the members of the county hoard of supervisors present and "bting~ If such stateine'!'lts' 
are found to be untrue to the extent that the required frontage or area ownership is riot 
pl'esentsuch protest may be disregal'ded. ". ' ' . 

(g) Any such amendatory ordinance when so adopted shall within 7 days thCl;eaftel' 
be submitted iIi duplicate by the county clerk by registered mail to the town clerk of each 
town in which lands affected by such ordinance are located. If after 40 days from'the' 
date of such adoptioIl a majority of such towns have not filed certified copies of l;esblu~ 
tions disapproving such amendment with the county clerk, or if, within a'shOl'tertimea 
majority of the towns in which the ordinance is in effect have filed certified copies of reso'­
lutions approving the amendment with the county clerk, the amendnient shall thereupon 
be in full force and effect in all of the towns affected by the ordinance. All'y'Sllch bl'di-' 
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nance relating to the location of boundaries of districts shall within 7 days after adoption 
by the county board be transmitted by the county clerk by registered mail only to, the 
town clerk of the town in which the lands affected by such change are located and shall 
become effective 40 days after the adoption of the ordinance by the county board unless 
such town board shall prior to such date file a certified copy of a resolution disapproving 
of such ordinance with the county clerk provided that if such town board shall approve 
of such ordinance, said ordinance shall become effective upon the filing of the resolution 
of the town board approving same with the county clerk. The county clerk shall record 
in his office the date on which such ordinance becomes effective and he shall notify the 
town clerk of, all towns affected by such ordinance of such effective date and also make 
such report to the county board, which report shall be printed in the proceedings of the 
county board. ' 

(h) When any lands previously under the jurisdiction of a county zoning ordina:nce 
shall have been finally removed from such jurisdiction by reason of annexation to an inc, 
corpora ted municipality, and after the regulations imposed by the county zoning ordi­
nance have ceased to be effective as provided in s. 59.97 (4a), the county board lliay, on the 
recommendation of its zoning agency, adopt such amendatory ordinances as shalll~emove 
or, ,delete such annexed lands from the official zoning map or written descriptions without 
following any of the procedures provided in pars. (b) to (g), and such amendatory o;rdi­
nances shall become effective upon passage and publication. A copy of such ordin(lnce 
shall be forwarded by the county clerl>: to' the clerk of each town in which the lalieTs 
affected were previously located. Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to nullify, 
or supersede the provisions of s. 80.64. 

(4) OPTION AL ADDITIONAL PROOEDURES. Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
prohibit the zoning agency or the county board or a town board from adopting any pro­
cedures, formal or informal, in addition to those prescribed in this section and not in con­
flict ther(lwith. Buch procedures may, but are not required to, provide for public hearings 
before the county board. The public hearing provided by subs. (2) (b) and (3) (d) is 
deemed to be sufficient for the requirements of due process whether or not the 'county 
board holds a further public hearing thereafter. ' 

(4a) CONTINUED EFFEOT OF ORDINANOE. Whenever any area which has been subject 
to a county zoning ordinance petitions to become part of a villag'e or city, the regulations 
imposed by such county zoning ordinance shall continue in effect, without change, and 
shall be enforced by such village 01' city unml such reglliations have been changed'by' 
official action of the governing body of such village or city, except that in the event 'an 
'ordinance of annexation is contested in the courts, the county zoning shall prevail and 
the county shall have jurisdiction over the zoning in the area affected until ultimate de-
termination of the court action. ' ' 

(5) EXOHANGE OF,TAX DEEDED LANDS. When any CO\lllty acquires lands bytai deeds, 
the county board may exchange any such lands for others lands in the county for the pur­
pose of '})romotittg the regitlation and restriction of agricultmul \lnd forestry lands. 

(6) ZONING OF OOUNTY OWNED LANDS. The county board may by ordinance zone and 
rezone any lands owned by the county without necessity of securing the approval of the 
t01tnboards of the towns wherein such lands are situated ai1dwithoui following the pro­
cedure outlined in subsections (2) and (3), provided that the county board',shall give write 
ten notice to the 'town board of the town whel'ein such lands are situated of its ilitent to 
so rezbtte, aild shall' hold a public hearing on the proposed rezonil1g ordinance and gIve 
notice of sllchhearing by posting in 5 public places in the town. " .' ," , .' 

(7) NONOONFClRMING USES. (a) An ordinance under this section sha1l1;ot prohibit 
the, continuance of the lawful use of any building 01' premises for any trade 01' industry' , 
f01'- which sl~chbuilding or premises is llsed at the time such ordinances tllkeeffeet, but 
the alteration of, or addition to, or repair in excess of 50 pel' cent of its assessed value 
of any existing' building or structure for the purpose of carrying on any; prohibited' 
trade 01' ne:w industry ,vithin the district where such buildings 01' structures a,r8 located, 
may be prohibited. The continuance of the nonconforming use of a temporary ,strue;. , 
ture may be prohibited. If such nonconforming use is discontinued for a period of 12 
months, any future use of the building and premises shall. conform to the ordinance. 

(b) , The county hoard shall designate I\n officer to administel' the .zoning' ordittailce; 
whilmay be the secretary of the Zoning agency 01' other approPl'iate person; The qfficer ' 
thus designated shall cause a record to he made immediately after the approval of att 
ordinance 01' amendment thereto, or change in district boundary, approved by the' town • 
board,of, all lands; premises and buildings in the town used f01' PUl-,poses not conforming 
to the regulations :applicable to the district in which they are, situated. Such record shall 
include the legal description of the lands, the nature and extent of the uses therein, and, f 

the names and addresses of the owner or occupant 01' both., Promptly on its completion, 
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such record shall be published for 3 successive weeks in the official county newspaper, or 
if there be none, in a newspaper having general circulation in the county. Such record, 
as corrected, shall be on file with the register of deeds 60 days after the last publication 
and shall be prima facie evidence of the extent and number of nonconforming uses exist­
ing on the effective date of the ordinance in the town. C01'l'ections prior to the filing of 
the record with the register of deeds may be made on the filing of sworn proof in writing, 
satisfactory to the officer administering the zoning ol·dinance. 

(c) The county board shall prescribe a procedure for the annual listing of noncon­
forming uses, discontinued 01' created, since the previous listing and for all other non­
conforming uses. Discontinued and newly created nonconforming uses shall be recorded 
with the register of deeds immediately after the annual listing. 

(d) Paragraphs (b) and (c) shall not apply to tllOse counties issuing building permits 
01' occupancy permits as a means of enforcing the zoning ordinance or to counties which 
have provided other procedures for this purpose. 

(8) PROOEDURE FOR ENFOROEMENT OF OOUNTY ZONING ORDINANOE. The county board 
shall prescribe such rules and regulations and administrative procedures, and provide 
such administrative personnel as it may deem necessary for the enforcement of the pro­
visions of this section, and all ordinances enacted in pursuance thereof. Such rules and 
regulations and the districts, setback building lines and regUlations authorize'd by this 
section, shall be prescribed by ordinances which shall be declared to be for the purpose of 
promoting the public health, safety and the general welfare. Such ordinances shall be en­
forced by appropriate fines and penalties. Compliance with such ordinances may also be 
enforced by injunctional order at the suit of such county or the owner or owners of real 
estate within the district affected by such regulation. 

(9) PRIOR ORDINANOES EFFEOTIVE. Nothing in this section shall invalidate any county 
zoning ordinance adopted pursuant to statutes in effect prior to July 20, 1951. 

(10) CONSTRUOTION OF SECTION. The POWel'S herein granted shall be liberally con­
strued in favor of the county exercising them, and this section shall not be construed to 
limit or repeal any powers now possessed by any such county. 

(12) LIMITATION OF AOTIONS. A land owner, occupant or other person affected by 
a county zoning ordinance or amendment, who claims that such ordinance or amendment 
is invalid because procedures prescribed by the statutes 01' the ordinance were not fol­
lowed shall be forever barred unless the court action is commenced within 6 months after 
adoption. Provided, this subsection shall not apply unless there has been at least one 
publication of a notice of a zoning hearing in a local newspaper of general circulation 
and unless there has been held a public hearing on the ordinance or amendment at the 
time and place specified in such notice. 

Under (8) there is no requirement that 
an owner of real estate in the district, as a 
condition to exercising this righ t, must ap­
peal an administrative decision; and even 
without this express authority, a private 
person may enjoin a violation of an ordi-

nance when there is no practical remedy. 
Sohns v, .Tensen, 11 W (2d) 449, 105 NW 
(2d) 818. 

Effect of restrictive covenants on Zoning. 
1963 WLR 321. 

59.99 County zoning, adjustment board, (1) ApPOINTMENT, POWER. The county 
board may provide for the appointment of a board of adjustment, and in the regulations 
and restrictions adopted pursuant to the authority of section 59.97 may provide that the 
said board of adjustment may, in appropriate cases and subject to appropriate condi­
tions and safeguards, make special exceptions to the terms of the ordinance in harmony 
with its general purpose and intent and in accordance with general or specific rules therein 
contained. 

(2) PERSONNEL. (a) In counties having a population of less than 500,000, the 
board of adjustment shall consist of not more than 5 members as determined by resolu­
tion of the county board. The chairman of the county board shall appoint the members 
with the approval of the county board for terms of 3 years beginning July 1. The in­
cumbent members shall continue to serve until their terms expire. The county board 
resolution increasing the size of the board of adjustment shall indicate how many mem­
bers shall be appointed for 1, 2 and 3 years prior to July 1 of the year in which the 
change takes effect in making the first appointments. If the county board, by resolution, 
determines to reduce the membership of the board of adjustment below 5 but not less 
than 3, one of the positions for which the term expires as determined by lot shall not 
be filled each year until the requisite number of positions has been reached. 

(b) In counties having a population of 500,000 or more, the board of adjustment shall 
consist of 3 mem1)ers who are residents of towns within the county, elected by the county 
board for terms of 1, 2 and 3 years, respectively, and until their successors are elected and 
qualify. Each town wherein the county zoning ordinance is in effect shall have at least 
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one member on the board. The terms of the members of the ooard existing on April 10, 
1957 shall expire on that date. 

(c) The members of the board shall all reside ·within the county and outside of the 
limits of incorporated cities and villages; pl'ovided, however, that no 2 members shall 
reside in the same town. The board shall choose its own chairman. Office room shall be 
provided by the county board, and the actual and necessary expenses incurred by the 
board in the performance of its duties shall be paid and allowed as in cases of other 
claims against the county. The county board may likewise compensate the members of 
said board and such assistants as may be authorized by said county board. Vacancies shall 
be filled for the unexpired term of any member whose term becomes vacant. 

(3) RULES, :MEETINGS, MINUTES. The county board shall adopt rules for the conduct 
of the business of said board of adjustment, in accordance with the provisions of any 
ordinance or ordinances adopted pursuant to section 59.97. The board of adjustment may 
adopt further rules as necessary to cany into effect the regulations of the county board. 
Meetings of the board shall be held at the call of the chairman and at such other times as 
the board may determine. Such chairman, or in his absence the acting chairman, may 
administer oaths and compel the attendance of witnesses. All meetings of the board shall 
be open to the public. 'l'he board shall keep minutes of its proceedings, showing the vote 
of each member upon each question, or, if absent 01' failing to vote, mdicating such fact, 
and shall keep records of its examinations and other official actions, all of which shall be 
immediately filed in the office of the board and shall be a public record. 

(4) ApPEALS TO BOARD. Appeals to the board of adjustment may be taken by any 
person aggrieved 01' by any officer, department, board or bureau of the municipality 
affected by any decision of the building inspector or other administrative officer. Such 
appeal shall be taken within a reasonable time, as provided by the rules of the board, by 
filing with the officer from whom the appeal is taken and with the board of adjustment a 
notice of appeal specifying the grounds thereof. The officer from whom the appeal is 
taken shall. forthwith transmit to the board all the papers constituting the record upon 
which the action appealed from was taken. 

(5) STAYS. An appeal shall stay all proceedings in furtherance of the action ap­
pealed from, unless the officer from whom the appeal is taken shall certify to the board 
of adjustment after the notice of appeal shall have been filed with him that by reason 
of facts stated in the certificate a stay would cause imminent peril to life or property. 
In such case proceedings shall not be stayed otherwise than by a restraining order, 
which may be granted by the board of adjustment or by a court of record on applica­
tion on notice to the officer from whom the appeal is taken and on due cause shown. 

(6) HEARING APPEALS. The board of adjustment shall fix a reasonable time for the 
hearing of the appeal, give public notice thereof, as well as due notice to the parties in 
interest, and decide the same within a reasonable time. Upon the hearing any party 
may appeal' in person 01' by agent or by attorney. 

(7) POWERS OF BOARD. The board of adjustment shall have the following powers: 
(a) To hear and decide appeals where it is alleged there is error in any order, re­

quirement, decision or determination made by an administrative official in the enforcement 
of section 59.97 or of any ordinance adopted pursuant thereto. 

(b) To hear and decide special exceptions to the terms of the ordinance npon which 
such board is required to pass under such ordinance. 

(c) .To authorize upon appeal in specific cases such variance from the terms of the 
ordinance as will not be contrary to the public interest, where, owing to special conditions, 
a literal enforcement of the provisions of the ordinance will result in unnecessary hard­
ship, and so that the spirit of the ordinance shall be observed and substantial justice done. 

(8) ORDER ON APPEAL. In exercising the above-mentioned powers such board may, in 
conformity with the provisions of this section, reverse or affirm, wholly or partly, or may 
modify the order, requirement, decision or determination appealed from, and may make 
such order, requirement, decision 01' determination as ought to be made, and to that end 
shall 11ave all the powers of the officer from whom the appeal is taken. 

(9) MAJORITY RULE. In counties having a population of less than 500,000, the con­
curring vote of .2 members of the hoard, and in counties having a population of 500,000 
or more, the concurring vote of a majority of the hoard, shall he necessary to reverse any 
order, requirement, decision or determination of any such administrative official, or to 
decide in favor of the applicant on any matter upon which it is required to pass under any 
such ordinance, 01' to effect any variation in such ordinance. 

(10) COURT REVIEW. Any person 01' persons, jointly or severally, aggrieved by any 
decision of the board of adjustment, or any taxpayer, or any officer, department, board or 
bureau of the municipality, may present to a court of record a petition, duly verified, set-
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ting'£orththat such decision is illegal, in whole or in part, specifying the grounds of 
illegality. Such petition shall be presented to the court within thirty days after the 
filing of the decision in the office of the board. 
: (11) CERTIORkRI. Upon the presentation of such petition the court may ailow a 
writ of cel'tioraridirected to the board of adjustment to review such decision of the board 
of adjustm<'mt, and shall prescribe therein the time within which a return thereto: must. be 
made and served upon the relator's attorney, which shall not be less than ten days and 
niay be extended by the court. The allowance of the writ shall not stay proceedings upon 
the' decision appealed from, but the court may, on application, on notice to the board and 
on due cause shown, grant a restraining order. 

(12) RETURN TO WRIT. The board of adjustment shall not be required to return, the 
original papers acted upon by it, but it shall be sufficient to return certified or sworn 
copies thereof or of such pOl'tions thereof as may be called for by such writ. The r.eturn 
shall concisely set forth such other facts as may be pertinent and material to show the 
gI'oUll(1s of the decision appealed from and shall be verified. 

(13) COURT DECISION. If, upon the. hearing, it shall appear to the court that testi" 
monyis necessary for the propel' disposition of the matter, it may take evidence or appoint 
a referee to take such evidence as it may direct and report the same to the court with his 
fi~]qings of fact and conClusions of law, which shall constitute a part of the proceedings 
upd:i1w'hich! the determination of the court shall be made. The court may reverse or 
affirm, wholly or partly, or may modify the decision brought up for review. 

'(14). COSTS. Costs shall not be allowed against the board unless it shall appear to 
thecoUl't that it .acted with gross negligence, or in bad faith, or with malice in making 
the decision appealed from. All issues in any proceeding under this section shall have 
preference over all other civil actions Elnd proceedings. ' 

Hls~o1'Y: . .1963 c. 212. . 

59.997 Consolidation of counties; pro~edure; referendum. ,(1) Any two or more 
adjoining cOlmties in the state m~y cons,olidate into EI single county by complying with the 
requirements and procedure herem speCIfied .. 

(2) The county boards of commissioners or county boards of supervisors of any two 
or more adjoining couilties desiring to consolidate their respective counties into a single 
county may entel' into a joint agreement for the (Jonsolidation of such counties, setting 
forth in such consolidation agreement: 

(a) First, the names of the several counties which they propose to be consolidated; .. 
(b) Second, the name under which it is proposed to consolidate the said counties, which 

,name shall be. such. as to distinguish it from the name of any other county in 'Wisconsin, 
.other than.the consolidating counties;, . . " , 
. ,(c) Third" the property, real and personal, belonging to each COlmty, and the fail' value 
thereof in CUl'l'ent money of the United States; .. !! ' 

(d) Fpurth, the indebtedness, bonded an~otherwise, of each county; 
(e) Fift,h, the proposed name and location of the county seat. of the consolidated 

county;" , .' , '. 
(f) Sixth, if the said counties have different forms of county organization and govern­

ment, the proposed form of county organization and government of the consolidated 
comity; . 

(g) And seventh, the terms of agreement. 
, ',(/3) The county board of com:missioners or county hoard of supervisors of each of the 
sa~dcounties may appoint an,ac1visory committee composed of three persons to assist thil 
sai<:lbo\lrd.in the preparation·of. such agreement. 

(4) Th~ qriginal of the consolidation agreement, together with a petition on behaif of 
the seyel'al CO~1llty boards of commissioners or county boards of supervisors, signed by the 
chairman,of.each of said. boards, asking that a referendum on the question of consolidation 
of the, several counties be ordered, shall be filed with the clerk of the circuit court of. one 
of such counties and, a copy of such consolidation agreement and of the petition shall be 
filed with the clerk of the circuit court of each of the other such counties. . ' , 
, ,(5)' ThE)flUaUfiedelectors of each county involved in the consolidation proposal whose 

c,o'unty b.oard of commissioners. or county board of supervisors has not taken the initiative 
,lmd,er ,subsection (2) may, by filing with the county boa'l'd 'of commissioners 01' COll.r:ity 
board· of, supervisors of the said county a petition, signed by not less than twenty pel' 
centum of the qualified electors of s~id county, based on the total vote cast for governor at 
the last general election, asking the said board to effect, in accordance with subsection (2), 
a consolidation agreement with sllch county or'counties as shall be named in the said peti­
tion" rind asking for a referendum on the said question, require the said board to so proceed, 
A copy of the petition of the electors sh/lll also be filed with the clerk of the circuit court of 
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the county. If the said county boar'ff of commissioners or cOlmty board of supcrvisors is 
able within six months thereafter to effect such consolidation agreement, the procedure shall 
be the same as .hereinbefore set forth. If the said board within the said period of time 
is unable or for any reason fails to perfect such consolidation agreement, then the judge of 
the circuit court of the said county shall appoint a committee of five representative citizens 
of the county, to act for and in lieu of the said county board of commissioners 01' county 
boai'd of supervisors· in perfecting the said consolidation agreement and in petitioning for 
a . referendum. 

(6) The county board of commissioners or county board of supervisors shall cause a 
copy of the said consolidation agreenlent thereafter to be published in each county which 
it is proposcd to consolidate, at least once a week for two successive weeks in two 01' more 
newspapers having a general circulation in the said counties, and a coPY of the said agree­
ment shall be posted at the front door of the courthouse of each county. 

(7) ·When the publication of the said consolidation agreement in each of the said coun~ 
ties is completed, Of which the certificate to the judge of the circuit court of the said counties 
from the owner-editor or managei' of each newspaper publishing the same shall be proof, 
the judge or judges of the circuit courts of the said counties shall, by order entered of 
record in each of such counties, require the several county clerks of the counties included in 
the consolidation agreement to submit such question to a vote of the qualified electors of 
such counties at the next election to be held on the first Tuesday in April, 01' the next regu~ 
lar election, or at a special election to be held on the day fixed in said order, which day shall 
be the same in each of the counties proposing to consolidate. A copy of said order shall be 
filed with·the county clerk of each of such counties. If such question is submitted at a spe­
cial election, it shall be held not less than thirty days nor more than sixty days from the 
completion of the consolidation agreement, but not within sixty days of any April or gen­
eral election. 

(8) The county clerk shall notice such election as other elections. The ballots shall be 
pJ.·ovided by the county clerk and shall be in substantially the following form: 

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM: BALLOT 
If you desire to vote for the consolidation of (insert names of counties proposing to 

consolidate)eountiespursuant to consolidation agreement, make a cross (X) 01' other mark 
in the square after the word "Yes,"undel'1leath the question; if you desire tovote against 
consolidation, make a cross (X) 01' other mark in the square after the word "No," under­
neath the question. 

Shall (here insert names of counties proposing to consolidate) counties consolidate 
pursuant to consolidation agreement 7 

YES DNO D 
(9) Such ballot shall have on the .back or reverse side thereof the indorsements proc 

vided by law for ballots for general el~ctions and shall be lllarkecl by the yoter and counted 
and canvassed as other ballots cast Oll questions in the county are counted and canvas;;ed. 
The election shall be conducted by the same officers and in the same manner as are other 
elections in the cOlmty. The results of the election shall be certified to the judge or judges 
of the circuit court of said counties. . 

(10) If a majority of the votes cast in each county upon such questions are in favor of 
the consolidation of Sl1011 countIes, the judge or judges of said circuit court shall enter such 
fact of record in each such county. If in anyone of such counties less than a majority of 
the votes cast upon such question are in favor of the proposed consolidation, sal.d consoli­
dation shall be·declared to have failed for all purposes. If a majority of the votes cast 
upon such· question in any county are opposed to consolidation, the question of consolida­
tion shall not be again submitted to the electors of such county fora period of two years. 

(11) At the next succeeding 'regular November election, held at least sixty days after 
the election at which consolidation is approved by the voters, there shall be elected fot the 
consolidated county all county officers provided for by law, except as provided in subsec­
tion (12), and such officers shall be nominated as provided in chapter 5. Theil' terms shall 
begin on the first lIionday of January next succeeding their election, at which time they 
shall replace all elective county officers of the counties consolidated into the consolidated 
county whose terms shall on such day terminate. All appointive county officers shall be 
appointed by the person, bollrd.or authority upon whom the power to appoint such officers 
in other counties is conferred. The tf;)rms of such officers shall commence on the firstllion­
dityofJ anuary next succeeding tlui first election of officers for the consolidated county, and 
shall continue, unless otherwise removed,· until tlleir successors have been appointed and 
qualified. The successors of all such officers whose first election or appointment is herein 
provided for shall th81;eafter be elected 01' appointed at the time, in the manner and for the 
terms provided bylaw. . 
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(12) Consolidation effected under this section shall not affect the county courts or 
county superintendent of schools of the several counties until the expiration of the ter.ms 
of the respective county judges and superintendents of schools holding office at the time of 
consolida tion. 

(a) Each county court shall continue to exercise the jurisdiction prescribed by law at 
the time of consolidation in the territory within which his jUl.'isdiction then extends. In 
the judicial election held in April in the year prior to the expiration of the terms of the 
respective county judges, there shall be elected by the voters of the new consolidated county 
a county judge for such COlUIty who shal! take office on the first Monday in January follow­
ing the election. Thereafter the county courts of the several counties embraced in the 
consolidation shall cease to exist and the county court of the new consolidated county shall 
have jurisdiction in the entire county. 

(b) Each county superintendent of schools in the several counties shall continue to 
exercise jurisdiction over the tel'Titory embraced in his district at the time of consolidation, 
but at the termination of his term the new consolidated county shall constitute but one 
superintendent district. In the election held in April prior to the expiration of such term, 
a county superintendent of schools Rhall be elected for the entire consolidated county, to 
take office on the first Monday in July following the election. 

(13) Upon the first Monday of January following the first election of county officers 
for the consolidated county, the several counties shall thereafter for all purposes be treated 
and considered as one county, under the name and upon the terms and conditions set forth 
in the said consolidation agreement; and all rights, privileges, and franchises of each of the 
said several counties, and all records, books, and documents, and all property, real and per­
sonal, and all debts due on wilatever account, as well as other things in action, belonging to 
each of such counties, shall be deemed as transfel'Ted to and vested in the said consolidated 
county, without further act or deed. All property, all rights of way, and all and every 
other interest shall be as effectually the property of the consolidated county as they were 
of the several counties prior to said consolidation; and the title to real estate, either by deed 
or otherwise, under the laws of this state vested in any of the said counties, shall not be 
deemed to revert 01' be in any way impaired by reason of this consolidation; but the rights 
of creditors and all liens upon the property of any of the said counties shall be preserved 
unimpaired; and the respective counties shall be deemed to continue in existence to preserve 
the same and all debts, liabilities and duties of any of the said counties shall· henceforth 
attach to said consolidated county and be enforced against it to the same extent as· if the 
said debts, liabilities and duties had been incul'Ted or contracted by it, unless by the terms 
of said agreement the outstanding bonded indebtedness of the said counties shall not be 
transfel'Ted and attached to said consolidated county, but shall remain as obligations of the 
said counties which for such pUl1)ose shall be deemed to continue in existence. 

(14) Suits may be brought and maintained against such consolidated county in any of 
the courts of this state in the same manner as against any other county. Any action or 
proceeding pending by or against either of the counties consolidated may be prosecuted to 
judgment as if such consolidation had not taken place; or the consolidated county may be 
substituted in its place. The townships, school districts, election districts and voting 
places in the consolidated county shall continue as in the several counties prior to consoli­
dation, unless and until changed in accordance with law. 

(15) Until changed by law, the same circuit courts shall continue, though it may result 
in the consolidated county being apart of two or more circuits. All such courts shall, how­
ever, be held at the place designated as the county seat of the consolidated county, and each 
such court and the judge thereof shall continue to have and exercise the same jurisdiction as 
it or he had and exercised before such consolidation. If two 01' more judges have juri,!­
diction in any consolidated county they or a majority of them shall exercise the power to 
appoint officers and fill vacancies as is vested in judges of circuit courts of other counties. 

(16) For the purpose of representation in congress and in the legislature the existing 
congressional, senatorial and assembly districts shall continue until changed in accordance 
with law. Such consolidated county shall in all respects, except as otherwise provided 
herein, be subject to all the obligations and liabilities imposed, and shall possess all the 
rights, powers and privileges vested by law in other counties. 

(17) The provisions of this section shall be deemed cumulative and the authority herein 
granted to counties shall not be limited or made inoperative by any existing statute. 

59.100 to 59.136. [These sections, created by ch. 155, Laws 1937, providing annuity 
and benefit funds for the sheriff's department in Milwaukee county, are of local applica" 
tion and are not properly numbered for insertion in the statutes, and for these reasons 
are not printed. These sections have frequently been amended; see p. 384, Wis. Annota" 
tions, 1960. Section 59.101 (8) (e) was repealed and recreated by c. 309, Laws 1961.] 


