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29.01 General definitions. The following terms, wherever used in this chapter, shall 
be construed to apply as follows: 

(1) WILD ANIMAL. "Wild animal" means any mammal, bird, fish, or other creature of 
a wild nature endowed with sensation and the power of voluntary motion. 

(2) CARCASS. "Carcass" means the dead body of any wild animal to which it refers, 
including the head, hair, skin, plumage, skeleton, or any ot.her part thereof, 
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(3) GAME; GAME FISH; ROUGH FISH; GAME ANIMALS; FUR BEARING ANIMALS; GAME 

BIRDS. (a) Game. "Game" includes all varieties of wild mammals or birds; "game fish" 
includes all varieties of fish except rough fish and minnows; "rough fish" includes chubs 
in inland waters only, dace, suckers, carp, goldfish, redhorse, sheepshead, lawyers or eel­
pout, dogfish, garfish, buffalo fish, and turtles, in all waters; "minnows" includes creek 
chubs, shiners, suckers, dace, stone rollers, mud minnows, redhorse, bluntnose, fathead, 
and other small fish which have only one dorsal fin and are commonly used for bait. 

(b) Game animals. "Game animals" includes deer, moose, elk, bear, rabbits, squirrels, 
fox and raccoon. 

(c) F1W bearing animals. "Fur bearing animals" includes otter, beaver, mink, musk­
rat, marten, fishel', skunk, raccoon, fox,weasel, opossum, badger, wolf, coyote, wild cat and 
lynx. 

(d) Game birds. "Game birds" includes the following aquatic birds: Wild geese, 
brant, wild ducks, wild swan, rails, coots, gallinules, jacksnipe, woodcock, plovers and sand­
pipers; the following upland birds: mffed grouse (partridge), pinnated gTouse (prairie 
chicken), sharp-tailed grouse, pheasants, Hungarian partridge, Chukar partridge, bob­
white, quail, California quail and wild turkey; and the following columbine birds: mourn­
ing doves. 

(4) WATERS OLASSIFIED. All waters within the jurisdiction of the state are classified 
as follows: Lakes Superior and Michigan, Green Bay, Sturgeon Bay, Sawyer's harbor, 
and the Fox river from its mouth up to the dam at De Pere are "outlying' waters." All 
other waters, including the bays, bayous and sloughs of the Mississippi river bottoms, are 
"inland waters." 

(5) HUNTING. "Hunt" or "hunting" includes shooting, shooting at,. pursuing, takIng, 
catching, 01' killing of any wild animal or animals. 

(6) FISHING. "Fishing" includes taking, capturing, killing, or fishing for fish of any 
variety in any manner. When the word "fish" is used as a verb, it shall have the same 
meaning as the word "fishing" as defined herein. 

(7) TRAPPING. "Trapping" includes the taking, or the attempting to take, of any 
wild animal by means of setting 01' operating any device, mechanism or contraption that 
is designed, built or made to close upon, llOld fast, or otherwise capture a wild animal or 
animals. ,Vhen the word "trap" is used as a verb, it shall have the same meaning as the 
word "trapping" as defined herein. 

(8) RESIDENT. "Resident" means any person who has maintained his place of per­
manent abode in the state of Wisconsin for a period of one year immediately preceding 
his application for license. 

29.015 Bays bounded. (1) Whenever the hereinafter named bays and harbors arc 
mentioned in this chapter, the following description for the same shall apply: 

(a) That body of water known as Moonlight bay lying north and west of a line com­
mencing at the most northeast point in section 15, township 30 north, range 28 east, and 
running in a straight line northeasterly to the most southerly point in section 14, same 
township and range. 

(b) That body of water known as Jackson harbor lying south and west of a line com­
mencing at the most northerly point in section 27, township 34 north, range 30 east, and 
running in a straight line northwesterly to the most easterly point in the northeast quar­
ter of section 28, same township and range. 

(c) That body of water known as Bailey's harbor lying north of a line commencing at 
the most southerly point in section 21,township 30 north, range 28 east, and running in 
a straight line westerly to the south line of section 20, same township and range. 

(d) That body of water known as Washington harbor lying south of a line commenc­
ing at the water's edge on the north line of section 26, township 34 north, range 29 east, 
and running in a straight line easterly to the water's edge on the north line of section 25, 
same township and range. 

(e) That body of water known as Eagle harbor lying south and east of a line drawn 
from the most northeast point in section 9, township 31 north, range 27 east, easterly to 
the water's edge on the north line of section 12, same township and range. 

(f) That body of water known as Egg harbor lying south of a line commencing at the 
most northeast point in section 26, township 30 north, range 26 east, and running in a 
straight line east to the north line of section 25, same township and range. 

(g) That body of water known as North bay lying north of a line commencing at the 
most northeast point in section 35, township 31 north, range 28 east, and running in a 
straight line to the west line of section 25, same township and range. 

(h) That body of water known as Fish Creek harbor lying south and east of a line 
commencing at the most northerly point in the southwest quarter of section 29, township 
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31 north, range 27 east, and running northeasterly in a straight line to the water's edge 
on north line of said section, township and range. 

(i) That body of water known as Detroit harbor lying north of a line commencing at 
the most southerly point in section 14, township 33 north, range 29 east, and running in 
a straight line to the most southerly point in section 18, township 33 north, range 30 east. 

(j) That body of water known as Sturgeon bay lying south and east of a line com­
mencing at the most northly point of section 23, township 28 north, range 25 east, and 
running in a northeasterly diTection to the water's edge on north line of section 13, same 
township and range. 

(k) That body of water known as Little Sturgeon bay lying south of a line commenc­
ing at the most northeast point in section 35, township 28 north, range 24 east, and run­
ning in a northeasterly direction to the most northerly point in section 36, same township 
and range. 

(1) That body of water known as Rowley's bay lying north of a line commencing at 
the water's edge on south line of section 26, township 32 north, range 28 east, and run­
ning east to the most southerly point in section 32, same township and range. 

(m) That body of water known as Riley's bay lying south of a line commencing at the 
most northerly point in section 36, township 28 north, range 24 east, and running in a 
northeasterly direction to the most northerly point in section 30, township 28 north, 
range 25 east. 

(n) That body of water known as Allouez bay lying south of a line commencing at the 
most northerly point in section 29, township 49 north, range 13 west, and running due 
east in a straight line to the water's edge on north line of section 28, same township and 
range. 

(0) All that body of water known as Superior bay lying south and east between Min­
nesota point and the main land of Douglas county extending from a line drawn from the' 
most southerly point in section 20, township 49 north, range 13 west, to the most north· 
erly point in section 29, same township and range. 

(p) All that body of water known as St. Louis bay lying between a line commencing 
at the most northerly point of section 10, township 49 north, range 14 west, running due 
north to the Minnesota boundary, and the north line of sections 20 and 21, running due 
west to the Minnesota boundary. 

(q) All that body of water known as West Harbor and adjoining water in sections 
2, 10 and 11, township 33 north, range 29 east, lying east of a line starting at the most 
northwesterly point of land in section 10 of township 33 north, range 29 east, and run­
ning in a northerly direction to the most northwesterly point of land in section 2, town­
ship 33 north, range 29 east. 

29.02 Title to wild animals. (1) The legal title to, and the custody and protection 
of, all wild animals within this state is vested in the state for the purposes of regulating 
the enjoyment, use, disposition, and conservation thereof. 

(2) The legal title to any such wild animal, or carcass or part thereof, taken or re­
duced to possession in violation of this chapter, remains in the state; and the title to any 
such wild animal, 01' carcass or part thereof, lawfully acquired, is subject to the condition 
that upon the violation of any of the provisions of this chapter relating to the possession, 
use, giving, sale, bartel', or transportation of such wild animal, or carcass or part thereof, 
hy the hoIc1er of such title, the same shall revert, ipso facto, to the state. In either case, 
any such wild animal, 01' carcass or part thereof, may be seized forthwith, wherever found, 
by' the state conservation commission or its deputies. 

29.03 Public nuisances. The following are declared public nuisances: 
(1) Any unlicensed net of any kind, or other unlicensed device, trap, or contrivance 

for fishing; or any licensed net or other device, trap 01' contrivance for fishing set, placed, 
01' found in any waters where the same is prohibited to be used, or in a manner prohibited 
by law. 

(2) Any unlicensed set line, cable, rope, 01' line, with more than one fish line attached 
thereto; or any licensed set line set, placed, or found in any waters where the same is pro­
hibited to be used, 01' in a manner prohibited by law; or any fish line left in the water un­
attended, whether having one or more hooks attached. 

(2m) Any long tunnel pound net or similar entrapping net other than the legal 
fyke net, drop net, submarine trap net and the short tunnel pound net whenever found 
in outlying waters or on any vessel, dock, pier, wharf 01' in any building 01' vehicle on 01' 

adjace~t to such waters. Any such contraband nets so found shall be deemed sufficient 
evidence of the use of such nets by the owner thereof. 

(3) Any screen set in public waters to prevent the free passage of fish, 01' set in any 
stream which has been stocked by state authorities unless authorized by the conservation 
commission. 
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(4) Any building, inclosure, structure, or shelter placed, occupied, or used on the ice 
of any waters in violation of this chapter. 

(5) Any unlicensed trap, snare, spring gun, set gun, net or other device or contrivance 
which might entrap, ensnare, or kill game; or any trap without a metal tag attached as 
required by law. 

(6) Any boat, together with its machinery, sails, tackle and equipment, or any lamp, 
light, gun, pivot gun, swivel gun, or other firearm used in violation of this chapter; or any 
boat, floating raft, box, or blind set in open water and used in hunting game birds. 

(7) Any decoys set in any water during the close season for waterfowl, or in excess 
of the number authorized to be used, or more than two hundred feet from the weeds, 
rushes, 01' other vegetation in which the hunter is concealed; and any decoys left in the 
water unattended. 

(8) Any dog found running deer at any time, or used in violation of this chapter. 
(9) Any ferret, rat, weasel, or guinea pig in possession or used while hunting. 

History: 1961 c. 218. 

29.04 Abandoned dams. (1) The state conservation commission may remove 01' 

cause to be removed, in such manner as they may deem fit, old and abandoned dams in 
streams in the state of Wisconsin, upon giving 60 days' notice in writing to the owner 
thereof, if he can be found. If the owner of the dam is unknown 01' cannot, by due 
diligence, be found, the commission shall publish a class 3 notice, under ch. 985, in the 
county in which the dam is situated. 

(2) Whenever the conservation commission shall determine that the conservation of 
any species or variety of wild animals will be promoted thereby, the commission is author­
ized to maintain and repair any dam located wholly upon lands the title to which is in the 
state either as proprietor or in trust for the people; subject, however, to the powers of 
the public service commission to fix the level and regulate the flow of the public waters. 

History: 1965 c. 252. 

29.05 Police powers; searches; seizures. (1) ·W ARRANTS, ARRESTS. The state con­
servation commission and its deputies are authorized to execute and serve warrants and 
processes issued under any law relating to wild animals and ss. 29.221, 30.12, 30.18, 
30.195, 30.50 to 30.80, 346.19, 346.94 (6) and (6m), 940.24, 941.20, 941.22, 947.03 and 
947.047 in the same manner as any constable may serve and execute such process; and 
to arrest, with or without a warrant, any person detected in the actual violation, or 
whom such officer has reasonable cause to believe guilty of a violation under this chap­
ter or ss. 30.12, 30.18, 30.195, 30.50 to 30.80, 346.19, 346.94 (6) and (6m), 940.24, 941.20, 
941.22, 947.03 and 947.047, and to take such person before any court in the county 
where the offense was committed and make proper complaint. For the purpose of 
enforcing ss. 30.50 to 30.80, any such officer may stop and board any boat, if he has 
reasonable cause to believe there is a violation of such sections. 

(2) INVESTIGATIONS. Such officers shall, upon receiving notice or information that 
any provision of this chapter or of ss. 30.12, 30.18, 30.195, 346.19, 346.94 (6) and (6m), 
940.24, 941.20, 941.22 and 947.03 has been violated, as soon as possible make a thorough 
investigation thereof, and cause proceedings to be instituted if the proofs at hand war­
rant it. In any case where the alleged violator holds and claims to be acting under a 
permit from the public service commission, before instituting any proceeding charging 
a violation of s. 30.12, 30.18 or 30.195, such officer shall obtain the written consent 
of the public service commission to the institution of such proceeding. 

(4) OPENING PACKAGES. The state conservation commission and its deputie8 may ex­
amine and open any package in the possession of a common carrier which they suspect 
or have reason to believe contains contraband wild animals, or carcasses or parts thereof, 
or is falsely labeled in violation of the provisions of this chapter; and every such common 
carrier, and every agent, servant, 01' employe thereof, shall permit any such officer to 
examine and open any such package. Any package so opened shall be restored to its 
original condition. 

(5) ACCESS TO STORAGE PLACES. They shall be permitted by the owner or occupant of 
any cold storage warehouse 01' building used for the storage or retention of wild animals, 
or carcasses or parts thereof, to enter and examine said premises; and the said owner or 
occupant, or his agent, servant, or employe, shall deliver to any such officer any wild 
animal, or carcaflS or part thereof, in his possession during the close season therefor, 
whether taken within or without the state. 

(6) SEIZURE AND CONFISCATION OF GAME} OR GAME FISH. They shall seize and confis­
cate in the name of the state any wild animal, 01' carcass or part thereof, caught, killed, 



29.05 FISH AND GAME 476 

taken, had in possession or under control; sold 01' transported in violation of this chapter; 
and any such officer may, with 01' witbout warrant, open, enter and examine all buildings, 
camps, vessels 01' boats in inland 01' outlying waters, wagolls, automobiles or other ve­
hicles, cars, stages, tents, suit cases, valises, packages, and other receptacles and places 
where he has reason to believe that wild animals, taken 01' held in violation of this chapter, 
are to be found; but no dwelling house 01' sealed railroad cars shall be searched for the 
above purposes without a warrant. 

(7) SALE OF CONFISOATED PROPERTY. They shall seize and hold subject to the order 
of the court 01' judge located in the county in which the alleged offense was committed, 
any apparatus, appliance, 01' any vehicle 01' device, declared by this chapter to be a 
public nuisance, 01' which they have reason to believe is being used in violation of this 
chapter 01' ss. 3'16.94 (6) and (6m), 940.24, 941.20, 941.22 and 947.047, and if it is 
proven that the same is, 01' has been within 6 months previous to such seizure, used in 
violation of this chapter 01' ss. 346.94 (6) and (6m), 940.24, 941.20, 941.22 and 947.047, 
the same shall be confiscated if the court so directs in its order for judgment. Any 
seizure of perishable property made by the conservation cOlllmission 01' its wardens may 
be sold at the highest available price, and the proceeds of such sale turned into court 
to await disposition of such proceeds as the court directs. It is lawful for any conserva­
tion warden 01' other ministerial offieers charged with the enforeement of the laws dealing 
with the eonservation of the natural resources of the state, to destroy any dog found 
running, worrying, 01' killing any deer, 01' destroying game birds, their eggs 01' nests, 
wherein they deem it advisable and necessary. 

(8) EN.TIRE SHIPMENT AFFEOTED. Confiscation of any part of a shipment under this 
section shall include the entire shipment. 

(9) EXEMPTION FROM LIABILITY. Each commissioner and each deputy conservation 
warden, in the performance of his official duties, shall be exempt from any and all liability 
to any person for acts done 01' permitted 01' property destroyed by authority of law. In 
any action brought against the commissioner or warden involving any official action it shall 
be the duty of the district attorney of the county in which the action is commenced to rep­
resent such· commissioner or warden. No taxable costs 01' attorney fees shall be allowed to 
either party in said action. 

History: 1961 c. 384, 621; 1965 e. 200. 

29.06 ,Sale of confiscated game and apparatus. (1) All confiscated wild animals, 01' 

carcasses 01' parts thereof, and all confiscated apparatus, appliances 01' devices shall, 
if not destroyed as authorized by law, be sold at thc highest price obtainable, by the 
commission 01' its deputies, 01' by an agent on commission under the written authority 
and supervision of the commission 01' its deputies. The net proceeds of such sales, 
after deducting the expense of seizure and sale and any such commissions, shall be 
promptly remitted by the warden by wholll 01' under whose authority and supervision 
the sales are made, to the commission; the rcmittance to be accompanied by a complete 
and certified report of such sales, supported by propel' vouchers covering all deductions 
made for expenses and commissions, to be filed in the office of the commission. Of the 
remittance from such sales of confiscated apparatus, appliances or devices, 18% shall 
be paid into the conservation fund to reimburse it for expenses incurred in seizure and 
sale, and the remaining 82% shall be paid into the common school fund. In the case of 
the proceeds from the sale of a confiscated motor vehicle if the holder of a security 
interest perfected by filing with such motor vehicle as security, satisfies (and the burden 
of proof shall be upon him) the court, 01' after judgment of confiscation, the commis­
sion, that the violation that led to such confiscation was not with his knowledge, consent 
or comiivance 01' with that of some person employed 01' trusted by him, there shall also 
be dedl.lCted the amount due under the security agreement fI'om the proceeds of such 
sale and the amount due shall be paid to the one entitled; in case a sufficient amount 
does not remain for such purpose after the other deductions then the amount remaining 
shall be paid. Thc cOlllmission shall'make a reasonable effort within 10 days after 
seizure to ascertain if a security interest in the seized motor vehicle exists, and shall 
within 10 days after obtaining actual 01' constructive notice of such security interest 
give the secured party notice of the time and place when there is to be any ptoceeding 
before the court or the judge pertaining to such confiscation and shall also give such 
secured party at least 10 days' notice of the time and place of sale. Constructive notice 
shall be limited to security interests perfected by filing. In all such cases the time of 
sale of the confiscated motor vehicle shall be within 20 days after judgment of confis­
cation provided in s. 29.05 (7). 

(2) On any such sales of wild animals, or carcasses 01' parts thereof, the warden or 
agent selling them shall issue to each purchaser a certificate, on forms to be prepared and 
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furnished by the state conservation commission, covering such sales. The animals, or car­
casses or parts thereof, so purchased shall be consumed or otherwise disposed of by the 
purchaser within a period to be set by the conservation commission, but shall not be re­
sold, bartered, 01' exchanged, in whole 01' in part, to any other person, except as provided 
in subsection (3). 

(3) Confiscated fish or game sold to the keeper, manager, or steward of any restaurant, 
club, hotel, or boal'Cling house may be served to the guests thereof; but in such case the 
certificate covering the. purchase shall be hung in public view in the place where the fish or 
game is served, and such fish or game shall at the time of sale be tagged by the warden or 
agent selling it, such tag to show the date of sale and be returned to said warden or agent 
within 5 days thereafter. 

History. 1963 c. 75, 429; 1965 c. 334. 

29.07 Assistance of police officers. .All sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, coroners, and other 
police officers are ex officio deputy conservation wardens, and shall assist the state con­
servation commission and its deputies in tlle enforcement of this chapter whenever notice 
of a violation thereof is given to either of them by the commission or its deputies. 

29.08 Interstate comity. (1) Whenever and so long as any other state confers 
upon the officers of this state reciprocal powers, any officer of such other state, who is by 
the laws of said state authorized or directed to enforce the laws of said state relating to 
the protection of wild animals, is hereby designated an agent of said state within this 
state. It shall be lawful for said officer to follow any wild animal, or carcass or part 
thereof unlawfully shipped or taken from his state into this state, seize and convey the 
same back to his own state; and so far as concerns any such wild animal, or carcass or 
part thereof, the laws of the state from which the same was brought into this state are 
hereby adopted as the laws of this state. Transportation companies shall deliver to such 
officer, upon submission of proper proof of his official capacity, any wild animal, or car­
cass or part thereof, so demanded or seized by him. Said officer may dispose of any such 
wild animal, or carcass or part thereof, within this state, in accordance with the laws of 
the state from which the same was taken or shipped, under the supervision of any con­
servation commissioner or deputy conservation warden of this state, whose expenses for 
his assistance shall be a lien upon such wild animal or carcass or part thereof, or the pro­
ceeds therRof. 

(2) Except as provided in subsection (1), the state conservation commission or its 
deputies shall seize, hold and dispose, according to the laws of this state, of any wild ani­
mal, or carcass or part thereof, brought or shipped into or through this state, or attempted 
to be carried through this state, in violation of the laws of any other state. 

(3) The state game warden of every other state, and his deputies and all other officers 
therein charged with the enforcement of the laws relating to wild animals are hereby 
designated agents of this state for the taking possession, seizing, holding and disposing, 
within snch state, of any wild animal, or carcass or part thereof, protected by the laws of 
this state. 

(4) Whenever and so long as any other state confers upon the officers of this state 
reciprocal powers, the state conservation commission is hereby authorized to appoint per­
sons who shall have been appointed game wardens or deputy game wardens of such other 
state to act as and have all the powers of deputy conservation wardens of this state, but 
withont compensation from this state. 

29.085 Commission to regulate hunting and fishing in interstate waters. The con­
servation commission is hereby authorized to regulate hunting and fishing on and in all 
interstate boundary waters, and outlying waters specified in subsection (4) of section 
29.01. .Any act of the conservation commission in so regulating the hunting and fishing 
on and in such interstate boundary waters and outlying waters shall be valid, all other 
provisions of the statutes notwithstanding, provided such powers shall be exercised pur­
suant to and in accordance with section 29.174 and subsection (7) of section 23.09. 

29.09 Hunting, trapping and fishing licenses. (1) HUNTING, TRAPPING OR FISHING 
WITHOUT A LICENSE PROHIBITED. Except as expressly provided, no person shall; (a) 
hunt any wild animal, or (b) trap any game, or (c) take, catch or kill fish or fish for 
fish in inland water of this state unless a license therefor has been duly issued to him 
which shall be carried with him at all times while hunting', trapping or fishing as the 
case may be and which shall be exhibited to the conservation commission or its deputies 
on demand. Such licenses shall be issued to and obtained by only natural persons law" 
fully entitled thereto, and in case of resident hunting, trapping or fishing licenses, shall 
be issued only to persons who present to the county clerk or issuing agent definite proof 
of his identity, and that he is a legal resident of this state. No more than one of the 
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same series shall be issued to the same person in any year. No person shall transfer 
his license or tag 01' permit the use thereof by any other persons, nor shall any person 
while hunting, trapping or fishing use 01' carry any license, tag or badge, issued 
to another. No hunting, fishing or trapping license, or tag shall be obtained by any person 
for another. No hunting license shall be issued to any person under the age of 12 years. 
Any person between the ages of 12 and 16 years may hunt only when accompa!lied by a 
parent or guardian, or by a person over 21 years of age designated by the parent or 
guardian. Indians hunting, fishing or trapping off Indian reservation lands are subject 
to all provisions of this chapter. 

(2) FORM OF APPLICATION. The application for such license shall bear the applicant's 
signature and shall state the residence and post-office address of the applicant, a descrip­
tion of his person, that he has complied with all of the laws reg'ulating the issuance and 
purchase of the license applied for, and such other facts, showing him to be entitled to 
the license for which he applies, as may be required by the commission, and no license 
shall be issued until the foregoing provisions have been complied with by the applicant. 
Verified application shall be required for settlers' hunting licenses, fur dealer's license 
and wholesale fish markets license. 

(3) FORM OF LICENSE. Each license shall state for what year the same is issued and 
the date of expiration, and except as otherwise provided shall be effective only from Sep­
tember 1 until the next succeeding August 31, subject to the conditions, limitations and 
restrictions prescribed in this chapter. Resident hook and line fishing licenses shall be 
effective from the date of issuance to the succeeding December 31. Each license issued 
shall further state the name and residence of the licensee, a description of his person, and 
such other matter as may be determined by the commissioners; shall bear upon its face a 
true sig'nature of the licensee and the date of issuance; and shall be sig11ed by the issuing 
agent. All licenses shall be issued in the English language with ink only. 

(4) DUPUCATES. ~Whenever any such license is lost the person to whom the same 
was issued may present to the authority from whom he purchased the license an affidavit 
proving such loss, together with a fee of fifty cents, whereupon a duplicate license shall 
be issued to such person. After application furnished him by the county clerk or con­
servation commission has been properly filled out and sworn to, such application and fee 
shall then be forwarded to the conservation commission at the time of making the next 
regular monthly report and remittance. 

(4a) DUPLICATE DEER '.rAG. Whenever any deer tag is lost the person to whom the same 
was issued may present to the county clerk of his county an affidavit proving such loss, 
together with a fee of fifty cents, whereupon such county clerk shall issue a duplicate deer 
tag to such person. 

(5) SUPPLY OF BLANKS. The commission shall prepare, procure the printing of, and 
supply all necessary blanks for such licenses and applications. The licenses shall be 
numbered consecutively, at the time of printing, in a separate series for each kind of li­
cense; and each license blank shall be provided with a corresponding stub numbered with 
the serial number of the license. Each requisition for the printing of such license blanks 
shall specify the serial numbers thereof. 

(6) LICENSES ISSUED BY COUNTY CLERK. Of each license issued by a county clerk 
he shall retain the stub for record in his office. Such stubs shall be filed in alphabetical 
order by the county clerk immediately after licenses are issued. The state conservation 
commission or its deputies may at any time examine such records. 

(7) RETURN OF FEES BY COUNTY CLERK. Of the fees paid to the county clerk, he may 
retain the following amounts for his services: For each resident hunting license, both 
small and big game, 15 cents; for each resident archer hunting license, 15 cents; for 
each deer hunting party permit, 15 cents; for each nonresident general hunting license, 
25 cents; for each nonresident limited hunting license, 25 cents; for each nonresident 
archer (bow and arrow) hunting license, 30 cents; for each nonresident shooting pre­
serve lice.nse, 10 cents; for each resident fishing license, 15 cents; for each nonresident 
fishing license, 30 cents; for each nonresident combination fishing license, 30 cents; 
for each fish shipping coupon, 10 cents; for each trapping license, 15 cents; for each 
trap tag, one cent; for each sportsmen's license, 35 cents; for each set line license, 10 
cents; for each set or bank pole license, 10 cents; and for each slat net license, 50 cents. 
The remainder he shall remit to the commission by the 20th of each month, with a report 
of the number of licenses issued by him and his deputies during the preceding month and 
the amount of money remitted. For failure to so remit, he shall be fined under s. 
2g.63 (1) (d). All unused license blanks shall be returned by the county clerk to the 
commission at the close of the year for which supplied. The commission shall determine 
the disposition of license stubs by county clerks at the close of the year for which they 
are issued. 
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(7m) COUNTY CLERK LICENSE ACCOUNTS. (a) Each county clerk, to whom all 01' 

pru·t of the compensation enumerated in sub. (7) is reserved in accordance with s. 59.15 
(1), shall establish in a bank a checking' account to be used exclusively for the deposit of 
collections from license sales and such otber collections as hereinafter indicated. Such 
collections shall be deposited by the county clerk in the account within one week after 
receipt thereof. Payment to the conservation commission of the monthly remittance speci­
fied in sub. (7) shall be made by check drawn against such account. The account shall be 
subject to ch. 34 and s. 66.042 (6). Other collections made by the county clerk and due 
the county may also be deposited in this checking account. When the account includes 
other collections than licenses, the county clerk's record of the balance in the account 
must show separately the exact amolmts of license and other collections. 

(b) In case a county retains all compensation allowed under sub. (7) for the issuance 
of conservation licenses and tags and the county board requires the cOlmty clerk to deposit 
license collections with the county treasurer, the county clerk shall deposit such license 
collections with the county treasurer within one week after receipt thereof. Payment to 
the conservation commission of the monthly remittance specified in sub. (7) shall then 
be made by the county treasurer upon written order of the county clerk. If the county 
board does not require license collections to be deposited with the county treasurer, the 
cOlmty clerk shall make deposits and remittances of such license collections, pursuant to 
par. (a). 

( c) The commission shall presc.Iibe a minimum standru'd for accounting records which 
shall be maintained by each county clerk for license transactions. 

(8) RECORD OF LICENSES ISSUED. A complete record of all licenses issued shall be kept 
by the commission, which shall also be accountable for all unused license blanks. 

(9) SPECIAL PERlI1ISSION. After proper application and presentation of a current 
hunting license duly issued to the applicant, the conservation director may, after due in­
vestigation and without cost, grant a special permit to any person who is unable to walk 
because of any affliction whatsoever, to shoot or hunt from a standing automobile or to 
leave decoys in the water in front of his own property unattended, notwithstanding any 
other provision of this chapter to the contrru? 

(10) ADDITIONAL CHARGE PROHIBITED. No county clerk, issuing agent or other person 
authorized to issue any license prescribed in this chapter shall make any charge, or accept 
any additional fee, for his services in issuing such licenses. 

(11) BOND REQUIRED. The commission shall provide and pay the cost of a blanket 
surety bond covering the several county clerks performing duties under this chapter. 
The bond shall be conditioned, among other things, upon the faithful performance of 
such duties according to law and shall provide for the payment to the parties entitled to 
the same, such damages, not exceeding the amount provided in the bond, as may be suf­
fered by them in consequence of a. failure on the pa~l't of any such clerk so to discharge 
such duties. The amount of the bond shall be determined by the commission, but shall not 
exceed $25,000 for each county clerk covered. 

(12) ARlI1ED FORCES; STUDENTS. Fishing licenses, small game hunting licenses and 
deer hunting licenses shall be issued at resident fees by the commission and by the 
county clerks to any student or to any member of the armed forces of the United Statefl 
applying therefor, who exhibits proof that he is in active service with such armed 
forces and that he is stationed in Wisconsin or that he is a registered full-time under­
graduate student in residence of a college or university, public or private, located ill 
this state and offering a bachelor's degree or is a citizen of a foreign country temporarily 
residing in this state while attending a Wisconsin high school or an agricultural short 
course at the university of Wisconsin. 

History: 1961 c. 389; 1965 c. 170, 208, 244, 245, 433. 

Menominee Indians when hunting on 
land formerly part of their reservation are 
subject to state conservation laws. State v. 
Sanapaw, 21 W (2d) 377, 124 NW (2d) 41. 

Wisconsin hunting and fishing laws ap­
ply to Menominee county and to the Menom­
inee tribe in the same manner and extent as 

they apply to any other person and area in 
the state. 51 Atty. Gen. 103. 

Conservation laws can be applied to In­
dians on or off reservations, but they can­
not be enforced on non-patented reservation 
lands until the last sentence of (1) IH 
amended. 53 Atty. Gen. 223. 

29.10 Resident small game hunting licenses; fees, Resident small game hunting 
licenses shall be issued subject to s. 29.09, by designated permanent civil service employes 
of the commission and by the county clerks upon blanks supplied to them by the commis­
sion, to residents duly applying therefor who have' resided in this state for at least one 
year next preceding the application. The fee for each license is $4. Such license does not 
permit the hunting of deer. The commission shall spend for the acquisition, leasing, 
development and maintenance of public hunting and fishing grounds, and the adjustment 
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and payment of damages arising from the operation of the same, not less than one-fourth 
of the net cash receipts derived from the sale of resident small g'ame hunting licenses, 

History: 1961 c, 443, 

29.104 Resident archer hunting license; fees. (1) Resident archer hunting' licenses 
shall be issued subject to s. 29.09 by designated permanent civil service employes of the 
conservation commission or by the county clerks, on blanks furnished by the commission, 
to any resident applying therefor. The fee for each such license issued to a resident 18 
years of age or under is $1 and to a resident over 18 years of age is $5. 

(2) Such license shall be accompanied by a deer tag and a back tag numbered to 
correspond with the license number and to be supplied without additional fee. 

(3) Such licenses authorize the hunting of all game with bow and arrow only, 
during the open seasons for hunting such game with bow and arrow estahlished by 
the commission. 

History. 1965 c. 245, 

29.105 Resident deer hunting license fees. (1) Resident deer hunting licenses shall 
be issued subject to s. 29.09 by designated permanent civil service employes of the com­
mission 01' by the county clerks, on blanks furnished by the commission, to any resident 
applying' therefor, who has resided in this state for at least one year next preceding the 
application. The fee for each license is $5. Such licenses authorize the hunting' of 
deer with firearms only. . 

(2) Such license shall be accompanied by a deer tag and a back tag numbered to cor­
respond with the license number and to be supplied without additional fee. 

(3) Duly issued resident deer hunting licenses shall also include the hunting of 
bear during the periods when the open seasons for hunting deer and bear with firearms 
are concurrent. 

(5) Deer hunting licenses shall be issued either before or after the opening of the 
season at resident fees to any member of the armed forces of the United States applying' 
therefor who exhibits proof that be is in active service witb such armed forces and that he 
is stationed in Wisconsin or that he is a Wisconsin resident on furlough or leave. 

History: 1961 c. 443; 1965 c. 245. 

29.107 Deer hunting party permits. Deer hunting party permits may be issued by 
the commission, subject to s. 29.09, to deer hunting parties of 4 or more persons, as desig­
nated by the commission, all duly applying therefor each of whom is in possession of a 
valid deer hlUlting license of current issue. The fee for each such permit is $5 and shall 
be paid at the time the application is made. The issuance of such permits, the areas ill 
which they are effective and the minimum number of persons comprising a deer hunting 
party in any area is discretionary with the commission. The commission may limit the 
number of deer hunting party permits in any area. Such permit shall be issued only in 
those years and for such seasons that the commission finds that the population of deer 
is such that additional harvest of deer is reasonably necessary to properly manage the 
deer herd in the state in balance with the available deer range and natural food supply. 
Such findings shall be made by the commission as rules pursnant to s. 29.174 and snbject 
to ch. 227. 

History: 1961 c. 91, 103. 

29.11 Settlers' licenses. Settlers' small game hunting licenses, settlers' fishing 
licenses, settlers' trapping licenses, and settlers' deer hunting licenses subject to s. 29.09 
may be issued by the commission in its discretion, to actual settlers duly applying' therefor 
who have resided in this state less than one year but not less than 60 days next preceding 
the application. A bona fide settler is a person who has either purchased or rented, or 
has negotiations in prog'l'ess to purchase or rent farm or residence property in Wisconsin 
and who 11as moved to and settled in this state, 01' any member of his family of the age of 
12 years or over. Such licenses shall be in substantially the same form, subject to the 
same conditions and restrictions, and entitle the holder to the same rights, privileges and 
immunities as a resident small game hunting license, resident fishing license, resident trap­
ping' license, and resident deer hunting license, as the case may be. No nonresident hunt­
ing, fishing' or trapping' license shall be issued in the same year to any person to whom a 
settlers' small g'ame hunting license, settlers' fishing' license, settlers' trapping license 01' 

settlers' deer hunting license has been issued, and no settlers' small game hunting license, 
settlers' fishing license, settlers' trapping license or settlers' deer hunting license to any 
holder of a nonresident hunting, fishing' or trapping license. 

Histol'Y: 1961 c. 321. 

29.12 Nonresident hunting licenses. (1) Nonresident hunting licenses shall be ei­
ther g'eneral, limited, archer (bow and arrow) hunting, or shooting preserve hunting, and 
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shall be issued by the COnlllllSSlOn or by the county clerk, subject to s. 29.09, to per~ 
sons duly applying therefor who are not residents of this state. The fee for each 
general license is $50, for each limited license $25, for each archer hunting license $15, 
and for each shooting' preserve hunting license $5. 

(2) Each general license shall extend to the hunting of wild animals during the open 
season and shall be accompanied by a deer tag, and a back tag numbered to correspond 
with the license and supplied without additional fee. 

(3) Each limited license shall extend to the hunting of wild animals during the open 
season except deer. The holder of a limited license may at any time before its expil'ation 
surrender the same for cancellation, and in lieu thereof, upon payment of an additional 
fee of $25, he shall receive a general license. 

(3a) Each archer hunting license shall extend to the hunting of deer only and shall be 
accompanied by a deer tag and a back tag numbered to correspond with the license and 
supplied without additional fee. Hunting with a crossbow is prohibited. 

(4) Each shooting preserve hunting license shall extend to: 
(a) Hunting pheasants only during the open season upon shooting preserves licensed 

under s. 29.573; and, 
(b) Hunting at any time within the boundaries of a licensed game bird and animal 

farm or deer farm unprotected game or game birds and animals, for which such game 
bird and animal farm or deer farm has becn licensed under s. 29.574 or s. 29.578. 

History: 1963 c. 377; 1965 c. 244. 

29.125 Reports of hunters. Each person to whom a hunting or trapping license 
has been issued under this c.hapter shall, when requested to do so by the conservation 
commission, report to the commission, on forms furnished by it, the number of his license, 
the number and kind of each animal taken by the licensee and such other information as 
the commission may require. Reports on deer registrations shall be approved by the law 
enforcement division. 

29.13 Trapping licenses. (1) Trapping licenses, which authorize the use of traps 
for trapping fur-bearing animals, shall be issued by the state conservation commission, 
and by the county clerks of the several counties on blanks supplied by the commission, 
subject to s. 29.09, to persons duly applying therefor who have resided in this state for 
at least one year preceding the application. The fee for each such license is $2. If a 
trapper employs any person in trapping, a license is required for each person so em­
ployed. Each trap used under a trapping' license shall be tagged with a metal tag stamped 
with the year for which the license is issued. Such tags shall be fmnished by the conserva· 
tion commission and sold by the commission or the county clerk upon payment of 10 cents 
for each tag; the county clerk is allowed one-half cent per tag for the sale of such tags. 
All untagged traps shall be seized and confiscated, and the owner or person using or attend. 
ing such untag'ged traps shall be punished as provided in s. 29.63 (1) (d) and (3). 

(2) All shipments of hides must be marked showing the number and kinds of hides in 
the package, the name and address of the shipper, and the number of his trapping license. 

(3) On or before June first of each year, such licensee shall report to the state con­
servation commission, by affidavit, on blanks furnished by the commission, the number of 
his license, the number and value of each val'iety of animals taken during the previous 
twelve months ending May first, and such other information as may be required on the 
blanks furnished. 

(4) In agricultural lands on which the owner or renter resides no person or party shall 
take any beaver or muskrat or mink without a written consent from the owner or occupant 
of said land. 

(5) No person shall molest or appropriate any traps, or take or appropriate the 
animal or contents of any trap, when such trap shall have been lawfully set out and shall 
be cluly tagg'ed in compliance with the provisions of this section. 

29.134 Fur dealers regulated. (1) For the purpose of carrying out the provisions 
of this section the following definitions for the expressions used are: 

(a) "Raw fur" means the undressed skins or pelts of any fur-bearing animal. 
(b) "Dressed fur" means the dressed or tanned skins of any fur-bearing animal, but 

does not include fur in the manufactured article. 
(c) ''Resident fur dealer, Class A" means persons, firms and corporations having an 

established post or place of business in the state where they can'Y on the business of buy· 
ing, bartering, trading and otherwise obtaining raw or dressed furs, to the amount of two 
thousand dollars or more each year. 

(d) "Resident fur dealer, Class E" means persons, firms and corporations having an 
established post or place of business in the state where they carryon the business of 
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buying, bartering, trading and' otherwise obtaining raw or dressed furs, to the amount of 
les:;; .than $2,000 each year. 

(f) "Fur dresser or dyer" means a person engaged in the business of dressing, dyeing, 
tanning and otherwise preparing furs to be made into manufactured articles. 

(g) "Itinerant fur buyers" means persons, firms or corporations other than resident 
fur dealers who engage in the business cf buying, bartering, trading or otherwise obtaining 
raw furs from trappers or from fur buyers or fur dealers in retail lots for purposes of 
resale, except those buying furs at a nationally advertised public auction conducted by 
a regularly licensed fur auctioneer. 
.. (h) "Fur auctioneer" means a person, firm or corporation duly licensed to sell furs 

of wild-fur-bearing animals of this or other states 01' foreign countries. The conserva­
tion commission 01' its representatives may sell confiscated 01' other furs in its possession 
by auction or otherwise. 

(2) No person, firm or corporation shall engage in the business of buying, bartering, 
bargaining, trading or otherwise obtaining raw furs until they shall have first secured a 
license therefor issued under the provisions of this section. 

(3) Licenses shall be issued by the state conservation commission upon application. 
'fhe form of application and license shall be prescribed by the conservation commission. 

(4) The fees for such licenses shall be as follows: Resident fur dealer, Class A, $25; 
resident fur dealer, Class B, $10; fur chesser or dyer, $25; itinerant fur buyer, $200; fur 
auctioneer, $250. 

(5) Persons, firms or corporations who have not had a place of business in the state 
for at least one year immediately preceding the datE of application for such license, shall be 
issued itinerant fur buyers' licenses only. 

(6) Each license shall bear upon its face the date of issuance, and all licenses shall ex­
pire on the thirtieth day of September following such date. Every such license shall be 
shown to the state conservation commision 01' its deputies upon request. 

(6m) (a) Every person licensed under this section shall keep a correct and com­
plete book record in the English language of all transactions in the 1:luying, selling, dress­
ing, dyeing or tanning of raw furs canied on by him. This record shall show the name 
arid post-office address of each person from whom furs were purchased and to whom sold, 
together with the date of receipt and shipment, and a detailed account as to the number 
and kinds of raw furs in each shipment received or sold. This record shall be open to the 
inspection of the conservation commission and its agents and deputies at all reasonable 
hours. The records shall be kept intact for a period of 2 years after the expiration of 
any license issued under the provisions of this section, as to all transactions canied on 
while such license was effective. 

(b) Not less than 10 days before conducting a fur auction the fur auctioneer shall 
file with the cOllservation commission evidence of national advertising showing the date 
and place of such auction. 

(c) Within 10 days after conducting any fur auction the fur auctioneer shall file with 
the conservation commission on forms furnished by it a report of such auction containing 
the. date and place of the auction, the names and addresses of all persons buying furs 
taken from wild. fur-bearing animals, the quantities and kinds of such furs bought, and 
the amounts paid for such furs by each buyer. 

(7) All packages of raw furs shipped or transported by any person, firm or corpora­
tion shall have plainly marked on the outside of the package or shipment the kinds and 
l1111nber. of furs therein, the license number, and the name of the consignor and the 
consignee. 

(8) No persoll on his behalf or as an agent for a person, firm or corporation, express 
company or other common canier, shall at any time 01' in any manner receive for ship­
ment or cause to be received for shipment out of or in the state, any package of fur 01' 

furs unless the same is plainly marked on the outside of the package as to the number and 
kinds of fur contained therein, the license number, aJ;ld the address of the consignor and 
consignee. 

(9) All beaver and otter ~kins shipped into this state from Canada and other states 
must, upon arrival, be shown to the state conservation commission or its deputies, and 
such commission or its deputies shall stamp or mark said furs with a stamp or tag fur­
nished by said commission to show such furs are legally held and possessed. 

(10.) .Nothi11g in this section shall prohibit persons from buying raw 01' dressed furs 
for the purpose of making themselves garments or robes of any kind, but such persons 
shall apply to the state conservation commission or its deputies, for permits to buy such 
furs. 
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(11) Any person who shall violate the provisions of this section shall be fined not 
more than $1,000, or imprisoned not more than one year, or both, except that any person 
violating subsection (6m) shall be fined not less than $10 nOr more than $100 or im­
prisoned not less than 30 days nor more than 6 months 01' both. 

29.135 Wholesale fish dealer's license. (1) As used in this section unless the con­
tent otherwise requires: 

(a) "Fish" means any and all varieties of fresh fish, fast-frozen, salted, filleted, pack­
aged, pickled and smoked fish, frogs, frog legs and all other forms of sea food except 
roug'h fish produced and sold by the state 01' by any person under a contract with the 
state and minnows produced and sold 01' purchased for bait. 

(b) "Sea food" means those types of food sold fresh or frozen and commonly known 
as oysters, shrimp, lobsters, lobster tails, crabs, scallops, clams and other types of shell 
fish which are 01' can be lawfully taken for commercial purposes, but not any canned 
fish or such fish known as lutfisk. 

(c) "Canned :fish" means fish and sea food products prepared for human consump­
tion commercially, sterilized by heat and preserved in hermetically sealed containers. 

(d) "Wholesale fish dealer" means any person who buys, barters, sells or solicits fish 
in any manner for himself or any other person for sale to anyone other than a consumer; 
but no established retail store or locker plant is deemed a liwholesale :fish dealer" solely as 
the result of the sale of :fish to a restaurant, hotel or tavern at no reduction in the retail 
price charged other retail customers. A producer, except as otherwise hereinafter pro­
vided, who sells fish directly to retailers is a wholesale :fish dealer. Hotels, meat markets, 
grocery stores, restaurants and taverns are retailers, except when they sell fish for resale, 
in which case they are wholesale fish dealers. 

(e) A liproducer of fish" means any person who fishes with or without a crew. No 
producer who holds a commercial fishing license 01' contract pursuant to this chapter shall 
be required to obtain a license to sell the fish he produces. 

(2) No person shall engage in business as a wholesale :fish dealer until a license there­
for has been obtained from the conservation commission issued pursuant to this section 
and section 29.09. 

(3) Wholesale fish dealers' licenses shall be issued by the commission to persons duly 
applying therefor. Every wholesale :fish dealer shall pay a license fee of $25 for each 
calendar year. Every license shall expire on December 31. 

(4) No person, licensed under subsection (2) shall transport 01' cause to be transported, 
01' deliver 01' receive for transportation, any package or parcel containing any fish 01' 

carcass 01' part thereof unless it is labeled legibly in English on its address side so as to 
disclose the name and address of the consignor which shall be identical to that on the 
license, the name and address of the consignee and the number of pounds of each kind of 
fish contained in such package 01' parcel and the number of his license. 

(5) Such licensee may sell, buy or bartel', or offer to sell, buy 01' bartel', 01' have in 
his possession, 01' under his control, for sale 01' barter, any commercial fish (except stur­
geon) which was lawfully taken either in this 01' in another state. He shall keep a sep­
arate record .of the purchase of such fish in the form required by the commission, and such 
record shall at all times be open to its inspection and that of its deputies. 

(6) Any person who violates this section or who has illegal fish in his possession shall 
he fined not less than $75 nor more than $200 or imprisoned not less than 30 days nor 
more than 6 months 01' both. 

29.136 Taxidermists, license required. (1) No person shall engage in the business 
of a taxidermist, as the term is generally understood, nor, for a consideration, mount, pre­
serve, or prepare the dead body of any bird, animal, or :fish, or any part thereof unless he 
shall first have secured a taxidermist's license from the state conservation commissioh. 
Such license shall be renewed annually and shall expire on the thirtieth day of September 
of each year. The fee therefor shall be five dollars. 

(2) Every taxidermist shall keep a record and make an annual report to the ~tate con­
servation commission, on forms which it shall supply, of all articles received in his busi­
ness as a taxidermist, the kind and number of each, by whom owned, the residence of the 
owner; and of all shipments of such articles, by and to whom and where shipped, and the 
owner's address. All such records of taxidermists shall be subject to inspection by the con­
servation commission at any time. 

(3) Any person who shall violate the provisions of this section shall upon conviction be 
fined not less than fifty 01' more than one hundred dollars, 01' be imprisoned in the county 
jail for not less than ten nor more than sixty days. 
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29.137 Bait dealer's license. (1) Bait dealers' licenses may be issued by the com­
mission to any resident of this state duly applying therefor who, in its judgment, has 
complied with the rules prescribed by it, governing the taking, handling and storing of 
bait, specifications of equipment, and the filing of reports. 

(2) As used in this section unless the context requires otherwise: 
(a) "Bait" means any species of frog, crayfish or minnow used for fishing purposes. 
(b) "Bait dealer, Class 'A'" means any person who buys for resale, barters, gives 

or sells bait to the amount of $2,000 or more each year. 
(c) "Bait dealer, Class 'B' " means any person who buys 01' gives for resale, barters, 

or sells bait to the amount of less than $2,000 each year. 
(3) No person shall engage in the business of bait dealer without obtaining a license 

therefor from the commission issued pursuant to this section, except that resident children 
under 16 years of age, without license or permit, may barter or sell bait to consumers and 
shall be allowed to have a possession limit of 5,000 of each species of bait, but no such 
resident child shall make bait sales totaling more than $500 annually. 

(4) The fee for such licenses shall be as follows: 
(a) Bait dealer, Class "A," $25. 
(b) Bait dealer, Class "B," $5. 
(c) Every such license shall expire on December 31 in the year in which issued. 
(5) In accordance with the public policy declared in s. 29.174 (1), the commission 

may establish rules pursuant to s. 29.174, governing the methods of taldng, handling and 
storing- bait, specification of equipment used, and making of reports. 

(5m) Each licensee shall keep a cOITect and complete book record in the English lan­
guage of an transactions in the production, buying and selling of bait cal'l'ied on by him, 
except that retail sales to consumers need not be recorded. This record shall show the 
name and post-office address from whom bait was purchased and to whom sold, togeth­
er with the date of each transaction and the value of such bait. This record shall be open 
to the inspection of the conservation commission and its agents and deputies at allreason­
able hours. The record shall be kept intact for a period of 2 years after the expiration of 
any license issued under this section, as to an transactions carried on while such license 
was effective. 

(6) All licensees under this section shall file Buch reports on their operations as bait 
dealers as are required by the commission. 

(7) The commission shall have power to issue permits for the taking of bait from 
specified watel's and to restrict the number of permits that may be issued for any desig-­
nated body of water. Such permits shall be issued in the order of application up to the 
limit established by the commission. 

(8) This section does not apply to bait pl'Oduced in a pl'ivate fish hatchery licensecl 
under s. 29.52. 

(9) Any pel'son who molests, damages, destl'Oys or takes the bait traps of another 
may be fined not more than $100. 

History: 1961 c. 360. 

29.14 Nonresident fishing licenses; exception. (1) Any nonresident under the age 
of 16 yeaTS, may without a license take, catch or kill with hook and line or l'od and reel 
fish of any variety, subject to all other conditions, limitations and restrictions prescribed 
in this chapter. 

(2) Any nonresident over the age of 16 years shall have the right to take, catch or 
kill fish, or fish for fish with hook and line 01' with rod and reel in the waters of this state, 
except in outlying waters, only if a license has been duly issued to him, subject to s. 29.09, 
by the state conservation commission and by the county clerk. The fee for each such 
license entitling the holder to take, catch or kill fish is $6 and all such licenses shall be 
effective only from January.l until the next succeeding December 31. A combination 
fishing license may be issued to a nonresident husband and wife, to be effective for a 
period of 15 days, for the sum of $7. Upon payment of an additional fee of $1 for each 
coupon, the original purchaser of such license shall be entitled to receive not more than 
3 coupons entitling him to make not more than 3 separate shipments of game fish as pro­
vided in s. 29.47. The issuing agent shall enter the serial number of each coupon issued 
on the license. One coupon shall be attached to each shipment so made. The agent of 
any common carrier who accepts any such shipment without a coupon attached shall 
be fined not less than $25 nOT more than $50. The commission may cause such licenses 
01' coupons to be issued throug'h agents for a compensation of 30 cents for each such 
license and 10 cents for each coupon so issued; but no such compensation shall be paid to 
any of its regular deputies 01' other employes. 
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(3) Any nonresident in possession of a duly issued nonresident fishing license of 
current issue is permitted to take minnows for bait under the same conditions and rules 
governing residents. Smelt may be taken without a license by any nonresident under 
the same conditions and rules governing residents. However, no such minnows or smelt 
taken by nonresidents shall be sold, traded or bartered in any manner. 

History: 1963 c. 159; 1965 c. 170, 433. 

29.145 Resident fishing licenses; f,xception. (1) Any person under the age of 16 
years or over the age of 65 years who has resided in this state for one year and any 
physically 01' mentally handicapped individual connnitted to the north, south or central 
colony and training school, during the period of their commitment may without license 
take, catch or kill fish subject to all other provisions of law; but no other person between 
the ages of 16 and 65 years who has resided in this state for a period of one year shall 
take, catch or kill fish, or fish for fish with hook and line or with rod and reel in any of 
the inland waters of this state unless a resident fishing license has been duly issued to 
him, subject to all other provisions of law, but no license shall be required of any per­
son to set, place or use in any waters in this state any landing net, dip net, minnow 
seine or minnow dip net for fish other than game fish. 

(la) The conservation commission is directed upon application therefor to issue a 
permanent fishing license without fee or charge to any person over the age of 65 years 
who has resided in this state at least one year and such license shall not expire, but shall 
be effective so long as the licensee is a resident of this state. If the issuance of such license 
by some agency other tllan the conservation commission is authorized such ageney shall 
not be entitled to any fee or charge for such services. 

(lb) The conservation commission shall issue fishing licenses without fee to inmates 
of county hospitals, state or federal mental hospitals, state correctional institutions and 
the Wisconsin ehild center and to patients or inmates resident at nonprofit institutions 
sponsored by religious organizations and located in this state for rehabilitation purposes 
upon request of the superintendent of the institution. 

(Ie) The conservation commission is direeted upon application therefor to issue 
a permancnt fishing license without fee or charge to any person who produces a cer­
tificatc from a licensed physician or optometrist stating that his sight is impaired to the 
degree that he cannot read ordinary newspaper print with or without corrective glasses 
who has resided in this state at least one year, and such license shall not expire, but 
shall be effective so long as the licensee is a resident of this state and his handicap con­
tinues. 

(2) Resident fishing licenses shall be issued subject to s. 29.09 by the conservation 
commission or by county clerks of the several counties to l'esidents of the state. duly 
applying therefor, who have resided in the state at least one year next preceding the 
application. The fee for each such license is $3. 

History: 1961 c. 286, 443, 558; 1963 c. 90, 312; 1965 c. 414 .. 

29.147 Sportsmen's licenses; fees; application. (1) Sportsmen's licenses shall be 
issued by the state conservation commission or its authorized agents or by the county 
clerks to any resident of this state who is over the age of 12 years, a citizen of the United 
States, and who applies therefor and pays the prescribed license fee. The minimum fee 
for each such sportsmen's license is $11, but any applicant, at his option, . may pay an 
additional or greater fee therefor. Licenses shall be issued as of August 31 in each yel),r 
and expire one year from the date of issuance. 

(2) The application for such license shall state the residence and post-office address 
of the applicant, a description of his person, and such other facts, showing him to be 
entitled to such license, as the commission may require. Application blanks shall be 
furnished by the commission and, except as herein stated, shall be in such form as the 
commission may prescribe. 

(3) Each license shall state the year for which the same is issued, the name and 
residence of the licensee, a description of his person, and such other matter as is deter­
mined by the commission, and shall bear upon its face a true signature of the licensee, 
and the seal of the conservation commission or the signature of its duly authorized agent 
issuing it. Such license shall be cal'l'ied on the person of the licensee at all times when 
he is engaged in hunting, trapping or fishing and shall be exhibited to the state conser­
vation commission or its deputies on demand. Such license shall be in lieu of, and confer 
upon the licensee all the combined rights and privileges conferred by, a resident small 
game hunting license, resident fishing license, resident deer hunting license and trapping 
license, subj ect, however to all the duties, conditions, limitations and restrictions prescribed 
in this chapter, and by conservation comnlission order. 



29.147 FISH AND GAME 486 

(4) The conservation commission or its duly authorized agents issuing any such license 
shall furnish to the applicant a deer tag during years of open season for such animals. 

History. 1961 c. 318; 1965 c. 170. 

29.148 Sturgeon spearing licenses. (1) Sturgeon spearing licenses shall be issued 
subject to s. 29.09 by designated civil service employes of the commission or by the county 
clerks, on blanks furnished by the commission, to any person of the age of 14 years or 
over duly applying therefor. The fee for each such license is $2.50. 

(2) Such license shall be accompanied by sturgeon tags in such quantity to corre­
spond with the season bag limit for spearing rock or lake sturgeon established by the com­
mission. The serial numbers of such tags shall be entered on the license by the issuing 
agent. 

(3) Such license applies to the spearing of rock or lake sturgeon only dlU'ing the 
open season for spearing such sturgeon established by the commission and it is unlawful 
for a person to fish for stlU'geon by means of a spear unless a sturgeon spearing license 
has first been issued to him as provided in this section. Such license shall be carried on the 
person of the licensee at all times while fishing for stm'geon by means of a spea;r. 

(4) Any person having taken a rock or lake sturgeon by means of a spear shall imme­
diately attach and lock, and leave attached and locked to the tail of such sturgeon, a 
sturgeon tag issued to him with his sturgeon speal-ing license and it is unlawful for any 
person to have in his possession or under his control or have in storage or as a common 
carrier any such sturgeon 01' part thereof without such tag attached and locked thereto. 

29.16 Interstate license privileges. Whenever and so long as the states of Michi­
gan, Minnesota or Iowa confer upon the licensees of this state reciprocall-ights, privileges 
and immunities, any hook and line or other fishing license, or clamming license issued by 
such other state shall entitle the licensee to all the rights, privileges and immunities, in and 
upon the boundary waters between such state and this state, enjoyed by the holders of 
equivalent licenses issued by this state; subject, however, to the duties, responsibilities 
and liabilities imposed on its own licensees by the laws of this state. 

29.165 Guide licenses. (1) No person shall engage, 01' be employed for any com­
pensation or reward, to guide, direct or assist any other person in hunting, fishing 01' trap­
ping unless a guide license has ,been duly issued to him by the conservation commission 
subject to the provisions of s. 29.09. No such license shall be issued to or obtained by any 
person who is not a resident of this state. No guide license shall be issued to any person 
under the age of 18 years. The fee for such license shall be $5 and all such licenses shall 
be effective from January 1 until the next succeeding December 31. The applicant shall 
deliver to the commission an oath of office that he shall well and faithfully perform the 
duties and responsibilities of his office as a guide licensed by the commission and observe 
and comply with all the requirements of ch. 29 and the rules of the commission. 

(2) Any person, licensed as a guide, violating this section shall be fined not less than 
$10 nor more than $100 01' imprisoned not less than 30 days or more than 6 months or 
both; and upon such conviction his guide license shall be revoked for one year. 

29.17 Scientific collectors permits. (1) The conservation commission may issue sci­
entific collectors permits to qualified natural persons as provided in this section. Such 
permit authorizes the permittee to collect for scientific purposes only, the eggs, nest and 
wild animals specified in the permit subject to the conditions and limitations specified in 
the permit and the rules of the conservation commission. The permittee may use the 
specimens for the scientific purposes collected and may transport them 01' cause them 
to be transported by common canier. Possession of such specimens shall not be trans­
ferred to any other person, except such specimens may be exchanged for other speci­
mens for scientific purposes. 

(2) Application for such permits shall be made to the conservation commission on 
blanks furnished by it. No fee shall be required. 

(3) Upon receipt of such application the conservation commission shall investigate 
the same. When satisfied that the applicant is engaged in a bona fide research program 
leading to increased, useful scientific· knowledge the commission may issue a scientific 
collectors permit to the applicant. Such perlllit shall state the name and address of the 
permittee, the date of issue, the purposes for which it is issued, the type, species and num­
ber of specimens authorized to he collected, the area and period of time in which the 
specimens may be collected, the place the'specimens shall be kept and such other conditions 
and limitations as the commission deems reasonable. Each such permit shall expire on De­
cember 31 following the date of issue and shall not be transferable. 

(4) The conservation commission may make rules regulating all operations and ac­
tivities conducted under the authority of. such permits. 
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(5) Any person convicted of a violation of this chapter or of any rule of the com­
mission shall forfeit his permit and such permit is thereby revoked, in addition to all 
other penalties. Any person so convicted shall not be eligible for a permit under this 
section for the period of one year following the date of such conviction. 

History. 1965 c. 332. 

29.174 Conservation of fish and game; powers of commission. (1) There shall be 
established and maintained, as hereinafter provided, such open and close seasons for the 
several species of fish and game, and such bag limits, size limits, rest days and conditions 
governing the taking of fish and game as will conserve the fish and game supply and 
insure the citizens of this state continued opportunities for good fishing, hunting and 
trapping. Except for the Apostle Islands other than Madeline Island and except for 
deer hunting licenses issued under s. 29.105 (5), no deer hunting license shall be valid 
in a designated area if dated on or after the opening date for the gun deer season for 
such area unless the open season in an area overlaps the open season in another area in 
which case deer hunting licenses dated before the opening date in any area shall be valid 
in any other area during the period such seasons overlap. 

(2) (a) The conservation commission shall establish open and closed seasons, bag 
limits, size limits, rest days and other conditions governing the taking of fish or game, in 
accordance with the public policy declared in sub. (1), but all fishing seasons on inland 
waters shall open on a Saturday. Such authority may be exercised either with reference 
to the state as a whole, or for any specified county or part of a county, or for any lake or 
stream or part thereof. 

(b) The commission may regulate and limit the number of hunt 81'S and the maximu,m 
harvest of wild tlll'keys in any area. 

(3) The commission may exercise the authority conferred upon it in sub. (2) by 
adopting rules either on its own motion or on petition from any group of citizens. Pro­
vided, that upon petition of not less than 1,000 citizens in case of a contemplated rule 
affecting the entire state or a part thereof larger than 2 counties, or of not less than 50 
citizens residing in the county if but a single county or part thereof is affected, or of not 
less than 100 citizens residing in the 2 counties if not more than 2 counties or parts there­
of are affected, the commission shall conduct one or more public hearings upon such 
proposed rule, at a place convenient to the petitioners. Notice of such hearing' shall be 
published in the community affected as a class 3 notice, under ch. 985. 

(4) The conservation commission shall make such investigations relative to any peti­
tion or proceedings under this section as it may deem necessary, and shall have power to 
organize advisory committees to advise it on any matter under consideration, members of 
such committees shall receive no compensation but shall be reimbursed their actual and 
necessary expenses. 

(4a) The conservation director is authorized to make emergency rules pursuant to s. 
227.027. 

(5) Rules promulgated, under authority of this section, are not effective until ap-
proved by the governor. ' 

(6) All rules of the commission in conformity with law are prima facie reasonable and 
lawful. ' , 

(7) Every rule in conformity with law, made under authority of this section, shall 
in every prosecution for violation thereof be conclusively presumed to be just, reasonable 
and lawful, unless prior to the institution of prosecution for such violation the person 
charged with such violation shall have bronght an action to vacate and set aside such rul!); 
as provided in this section. " . ' 

(8) Any rule of the commission is subject to review in the manner provided in ch. 
227, except that if the rule affects only the county in which the appellant resides, the ap­
peal shall be to the circuit court of such county. 

(9) The present statutes regulating open and close seasons, bag limits, size limits, 
rest days and other conditions governing the taking of fish or game shall continue in full 
force and effect until modified by rules of the commission, as provided in this section; or 
by subsequent acts of the legislature. 

(12) Nothing in this section shall be construed to confer upon the conservation com­
mission the power to alter any provisions of the statutes relating to forfeitures, penalties, 
license fees or bounties. 

(13) The state of Wisconsin assents to the provisions of the acts of congress entitled 
"An act to provide that the United States shall aid the states in wildlife-restoration proj­
ects, and for other purposes," approved September 2, 1937 (Public No. 415, 75th Con­
gress), and "An act to provide that the United States shall aid the states in fish restoration 
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management projects, and for other purposes," approved August 9, 1950 (Public No. 
681, 81st Congress), and the conservation department is authorized, empo,vered arid 
directed to perform such acts as may be necessary to the conduct and establishment of 
co-operative wildlife-restoration and co-operative fish restoration projects, as defined in 
said acts of congress, in compliance with said acts and with rules and regulations promul­
gated by the secretary of the interior thereunder; and no funds accruing to the state of 
Wisconsin from license fees paid by hunters and from sport and recreation fishing license 
fees shall be diverted for any other purpose than those provided by the conservation de­
partment. 

History. 1961 c. 9; 1965 c. 252, 400. 

29,21 Powers of commission. The state conservation commission may issue pam­
phlets and bulletins from time to time, and may also issue a publication or magazine at 
such stated intervals as they may determine, all pertaining to fish and game, forests, parks 
and other kindred subjects of general information and may sell subscriptions thereto. 
Provided, however, that in case a publication or magazine is issued under the authority 
thereof, the same must be self-sustaining, and no moneys, except from the receipts there­
from, shall ever be used therefor; and provided further that in case said publication 01' 

magazine shall not be so self-sustaining, 01' shall cease so to be, the same shall thereupon 
cease to be issued. 

29.22 General restrictions on hunting. (1) HUNTING REST'RIC'l'ED AREAS. No person 
shall hunt within 1700 feet of any hospital, school grounds or sanatorium. The conser­
vation commission may furnish signs designating the restricted area. No conviction shall 
be had for a violation of this subsection lIDless the restricted area is designated by such 
signs. 

(2) COLOR OF CLOTHING. In the areas in which there is a season for the hunting of 
deer with firearms, no person shall hunt any game except waterfowl during such season 
unless at least 50 pel' cent of the visible portion of his hunting cap and at least 50 pel' 
cent of his jacket, excluding the sleeves, shan be red, orange or bright yellow or covered 
with a handkerchief or cloth of red, orange or bright yellow color. Any person violating 
this subsection shall upon conviction be fined $10. 

(3) BACK TAG, DISPLAY. No person shall hunt deer unless he has attached to the 
center of his coat, shirt, jacket or similar outermost garment the back tag issued to him 
with the license authorizing the hunting of deer. 

History. 1961 c. 144. 

29.221 Leaving scene of accidental shooting, (1) Any person who, while hunting 
any wild animal or bird, discharges a firearm or alTOW, and thereby injures or kills an­
other person, shall forthwith give his name and address to such person if injured and 
render such assistance to him as may be necessal'Y and obtain immediate medical or hos~ 
pital care, and shall immediately thereafter report such injury or death to the sheriff 01' 

police of the locality in which such shooting took place. 
(2) Any person failing to comply with sub. (1) shall be fined not less than $5 nor 

more than $5,000, or imprisoned in the county jail not less than 10 days nor to exceed 
one year, or both. 

29.222 Hunting accident; failure to report, (1) Every person who shall have 
caused or been involved in an accident in which a human being has been injured by gun~ 
fire or by bow and arrow while hunting or trapping, or shall have inflicted an injury upon 
himself with firearm 01' with a bow and alTOW while hunting or trapping, shall render a 
report to the state conservation commission of 'Wisconsin at any of its field offices within 
10 days after such injury unless such person be physically incapable of making the re­
quired report in which event it shall be the duty of the person 01' persons involved in the 
accident to designate an agent to file the report within the specified time. 

(2) Any pel'son who shall have been iuvolved in an accident with firearm or bow and 
arrow while hunting or trapping, and who shall fail to submit the report required by this 
section shall be fined not more than $50 or imprisoned not to exceed 3 months, 01' both, and 
in addition the court may revoke any license issued to him under ch. 29 and may further 
provide that no license shall be issued to him under ch. 29 for such fixed period of time 
that the court may deem just. 

29.225 Safe use of firearms, instructions in using. (1) RULES AND REGULATIONS. 

The state conservation commission shall publish rules and regulations establishing a 
state-wide program of instruction in the safe use of firearllls. Such regulations shall 
provide for courses of instruction in every lllunicipality or school district in this state 
by the coml1lissiol). in co-operation with qualified individuals, organizations, groups, 
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associations and any private or public corporations 01' political subdivisions of the 
state, the United States or any federal agency. 'l'he courses shall instruct the youth of 
the state in the commonly accepted principles of safety in hunting' and in the handling 
of all types of common hunting firearms. . 

(2) CERTIFICATE OF ACCOMPLISHlIIENT. The commission, conservation director or 
any authorized agent or deputy of the commission shall issue a certificate of satisfactory 
completion of the courses of instruction required herein to any person entitled theretq. 
The form and content of the certificate shall be as prescribed by the commission. 

(3) ADMINISTRATION, SUPERVISION AND ENFORCEMENT. The chief officer of the 
law enforcement division of the commission shall be the commission's authorized agent 
to administer, supervise, and enforce this section. The commission shall appoint a 
qualified person from the law enforcement division, under the classified service, as 
supervisor of hunting safety and shall prescribe his duties and responsibilities. The 
commission shall provide the law enforcement agency with such assistance and clerical 
help as the commission determines necessary. The commission may appoint one or moie 
county directors of hunting safety in each county of the state. Such county director 
shall be responsible to the division of law enforcement, and shall serve on a voluntary 
basis without compensation. The supervisor of the law enforcement division may ap­
point such instructors as may be necessary to carry out the purposes hereof. 

(4) USE OF FIREARlIIS IN TAKING WILD ANIlIIALS; WHEN FORBIDDEN. Except as 
hereinafter provided, it is unlawful for any person under the age of 16, unless accom­
panied by a parent 01' guardian, to have in his possession or under his control any firearm 
of any kind for hunting or target practice or any other purpose. Any person between 
the ages of 14 and 16 years who has a certificate herein provided for is exempted from 
this section and from the age limitations of s. 29.09 (1) . No certificate shall be issued 
to a person under 12 years of age. 

(5) FEES. For the purpose of defraying the expenses of the program within the 
state, the division of law enforcement of the commission shall collect a sum not to exceed 
$2.50 frolll each person who has received the courses of instruction herein provided, and 
shall deposit the money with the state treasurer, who shall credit the same to the law 
enforcement agency budget. Counties are authorized to defray expenses for materials 
and supplies necessary to carry out the firearlll safety program from moneys pi'eviously 
deposited with the county treasurers for this purpose, as long as such funds exist, and 
thereafter the division of law enforcement shall supply materials necessary for the vol­
unteer instructors and du'ectors to carry out the progTam. 

(6) INSURANCE PROTECTION. The commission shall procure insurance against all 
liability incurred by it or any of its members, officers, directors, supervisors, agents 01' 

employes 01' by any such county supervisors, county directors and instructors, by reason 
of any claim for bodily injury, death or property damage made against the commission 
01' any of its members, officers, directors, supervisors, agents, employes or against such 
county directors, county supervisors and instructors, by reason of the performance of 
their duties in connection with carrying out this section. Such policy of insurance shall 
contain a waiver of governmental immunity, and such immunity shall not be raised as a 
defense by the insured, the state, the city, the school district 01' the county. 

History: 1965 c. 456. 

29.24 Hunting by landowners. The owner or occupant of any land, and any mem­
ber of his family may without license hunt thereon rabbits and squirrels at any time, 
except during the period of 5 days prior to the opening date for deer hunting in those 
counties or parts of counties where an open season for hunting deer with firearms has 
been established, and may take rabbits thereon at any time by means of live trapping 
with box traps in incorporated cities or villages or other areas where the firing of a gun 
is unlawful. 

29.255 Training of hunting dogs and rules for dog trials. The commission may 
adopt, pursuant to s. 23.09, such rules governing the training of hunting dogs and the 
conduct of dog trials as in its opinion are necessary to encourage the use of hunting dogs 
and to safeguard wild life in the state, but such rules shall not be made for the use of dogs 
for general hunting of small game during general hunting seasons. 

29.256 Taking homing pigeons. Any person who shall take, catch, kill, impede in 
its progress or otherwise interfere with any homing pigeon shall be punished by a fine 
of not less than $10 nor more than $50, 01' by imprisonment in the county jail for not 
more than 3 months. 

29.283 Fishing shanties on ice, regulation. (1) The conservation commission shall 
establish rules and regulations governing the use of buildings, vehicles, tents, fish shanties 
and similar shelters for fishing through the ice in any waters of the state. 
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(3) Any building, vehicle, tent, fish shanty or similar shelter used or left remaining 
on the ice in violation of any conservation commission order is a public nuisance. The 
conservation commission may seize all such nuisances whereupon the owner must be noti­
fied; if after the expiration of 10 days after notice given the owner does not claim such 
nuisance, the commission may destroy or sell the same in the name of the state; the com­
mission and its deputies shall be exempt from all liability to the owner for such seizure 
and destruction or sale. 

29.286 Possession of fishing equipment. (1) No person shall have in his posses­
sion or under his control at any time any trammel, gill, or hoop net, or any other kind of 
net, nets, or fish trap that might take, catch or kill fish in the counties of: Adams, Barron, 
BUl'llett, Calumet, Chippewa, Clark, Columbia, Dane, Dodge, Dunn, Eau Claire, Flor­
ence, Fond du Lac, Forest, Green, Green Lake, Iowa, Jackson, Jefferson, Juneau, La­
fayette, Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon, NIarquette, Monroe, Oneida, Outagamie, Polk, 
Portage, Price, Richland, Rock, Rusk, Sauk, Sawyer, Shawano, Taylor, Vilas, Walworth, 
Washburn, Washington, VlT aukesha, Waupaca, Waushara, Winnebago and Wood except 
minnow nets and minnow traps, whitefish and cisco nets, dip nets, crab traps and turtle 
traps as provided in this chapter or by commission order. 

(2) Nothing in the provisions of this section shall prohibit the state conservation com­
mission or its agents from having in possession, using, 01' causing the use of any kind of 
nets as provided under other sections in the statutes, nor pl'ohibit the possession or use 
of nets by contract fishermen who are operating un del' the supervision of the state con­
servation commission. 

29.288 Throwing refuse in waters; abandoning automobiles. Whoever deposits, 
places 01' throws into any waters within the jurisdiction of the state, or leaves upon the 
ice 01' in the water thereof, any cans, bottles, debris, refuse or other solid waste material, 
and whoever abandons any automobile or other vehicle in such waters, shall be fined not 
more than $200 or imprisoned not more than 30 days, or both. Any automobile or other 
vehicle not removed from such waters within 30 days shall be deemed to be abandoned. 

History, 1965 c. 302. 
Cross Refel'ence, See 947.047 for prohibition of throwing metal or glass cans or bottles 

in or on the shore of any body of water. 

29.29 Noxious substances. (1) EXPLOSIVES; STUPEFAOTIVES. No person shall take, 
capture or kill fish of any vari6ty in any waters of this state by means of dynamite 01' 

other explosives 01' poisonous 01' stupefying substances or devices; or place in any waters 
of this state explosives which might cause the destruction of fish, except for the pur­
pose of raising dead bodies whenever ordered by the public authorities, 01' for the purpose 
of clearing a channel or breaking a log jam; or have in his possession or under his control, 
upon any inland waters, any dynamite or other explosives 01' poisonous or stupefying 
substances or devices for the purpose of taking, catching or killing fish. Violations of 
this subsection shall be punished by a fine of not less than $200 nor more than $500, or 
by imprisonment in the county jail not less than 9 months nor more than one year, or by 
both such fine and imprisonment. 

(2) POISON BAIT. No person shall use, set, lay or prepal'e in any of the waters of this 
state any lime, poison, fish berries, or any other substance deleterious to fish life. 

(3) DELETERIOUS SUBSTANCES. No person shall cast, deposit, 01' throw overboard 
from any boat, vessel or other craft into any waters within the jurisdiction of the state, 
01' deposit or leave upon the ice thereof until it melts, any fish offal; or throw 01' deposit, 
01' permit to be till'own or deposited, into any waters within the jurisdiction of the state 
any lime, tanbark, ship ballast, stone, sand, except where permitted by s. 30.12 (2) (b), 
slabs, decayed wood, sawdust, sa.wmill refuse, planing mill shavings, or any acids 01' c.hem­
icals or waste or refuse arising from the manufacture of any article of commerce, or any 
other substance deleterious to game or fish life other than authorized drainage and sew­
age from municipalities and industrial or other wastes discharged from mines 01' commer­
cial or industrial or ore processing plants or operations, through treatment and disposal 
facilities installed and operated in accordance with plans submitted to and approved by 
the committee on water pollution under ch. 144, or in compliance with orders of that com­
mittee. Any such order shall be subject to modification by subsequent orders. 

(4) TOXIO INSEOTIOIDES. No person shall cast, deposit, throw overboard, dust, spray, 
diffuse or otherwise disperse any toxic insecticide in any form either by hand or from 

'any apparatus, airplane, boat, vessel, craft, automobile or other equipment in forest alid 
noncrop areas in amounts sufficient to be of possible danger to the health of persons 01' 

wild animals. The amounts of the various types of insecticides which may be dangerous 
shall be established by rules and regulations issued jointly by the conservation commis­
sion, the state board of health, and the Wisconsin department of agriculture. The con-
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servation commISSIOn, upon recommendation of the department of agriculture and the 
state board of health, is authorized to issue permits for use of larger amounts wbere it 
is established that no serious hazards are involved 01' for experimental purposes. 

29.30 Fishing with nets and set lines. (1) LICENSE REQUIRED. Nets and set lines 
may be used for the purpose of taking, catching, 01' killing rough fish and game fish, sub­
ject to the conditions, limitations and restrictions prescribed in this chapter; but no per­
son shall set, place or use in any waters of this state any net, trap, snare, set hook, 01' set 
line, which is intended to 01' might take, catch 01' kill fish of any val;iety, other than a land­
ing net, dip net, minnow seine or minnow dip net, unless a license therefor has bee11 duly 
issued to such person. 

(2) RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF LICENSED NETS AND SET LINES. The use of licensed 
nets and set lines is subject, further, to the following conditions: 

(a) No apron 01' other device shall be used in any pound net, which might prevent the 
escape of small fish through the meshes of the net when it is set or raised. 

(b) No net of any kind shallbe set so as to shut off more than one-half of any chan­
nelor passageway of any stream, 01' set within one thousand feet of any other net in said 
stream. 

(c) No licensee shall join his net to that of any other licensee. 
(d) All nets 01' set hooks when set 01' placed in any waters shall be marked with a 

number corresponding to the license number authorizing the use of such nets or set hooks. 
The method of marking such nets, in outlying waters, shall be as follows: On drop nets, 
submarine trap nets and fyke nets, when set below the surface of the water, there shall 
be a buoy attached to the pot rope, on all gill nets and set hooks there shall be a buoy 
on each end of the gang, such buoys shall have a staff extending at least 2 feet above 
the smface of the water, upon such staff there shall be a flag at least 16 inches square. 
Upon the bowl of such buoys there shall be maintained in plain figmes the license num­
ber authorizing the use of such nets or set hooks. On pound nets and stake fyke nets there 
shall be maintained at least 3 feet above the surface of the water, or the surface of the 
ice, when set through the ice, a board 01' similar lliaterial, which shall hear the license 
number authorizing the use of such nets. On gill nets or set hooks when set through the 
ice there shall be maintained on each end of the gang a board 01' similar material which 
"hall bear the license number authorizing the ltSe of such nets or set hooks. 

(e) The licensees of licensed nets or set lines used in outlying waters while engaged 
in the regular process of lifting. nets 01' set lines shall, on their boats, carry the state 
conservation commission, or its deputies, to and· from their nets or set lines when set and, 
on demand of such officer, shall raise the same for his inspection; and any such officer is 
authorized, in the presence or absence of the licensees, at any time, to raise any set line 
01' nets, in any. waters, with as little damage as may be, for inspection. If any such 
licensee shall refuse to carry any such officer as herein provided his license shall be .re­
voked and canceled. 

(f) No license net shall be drawn or lifted at any time between one hom after sun­
set and sunrise of the following morning, in any waters other than Lake Superior, Lake 
Michigan, Green Bay, the Fox river beyond a distance of five hundred feet below the dam 
at De Pere, Sturgeon Bay and any ,vaters referred to in section 29.35. 

(g) No fish of any kind shall be taken 01' retained in any net, when drawn or lifted, 
other than the kind or kinds expressly authorized to be taken or retained in such net, 
as provided in this chapter; and except as provided by conservation commission order 
any such other kind 01' kinds offish eoming into or taken in such nets shall be immediately 
returned, carefully and with as little injury as possible, to the waters from which they 
were taken. 

(h) All carp, garfish, goldfish, dogfish, smelt, lamprey, eels, lawyers, or eelpout taken 
in nets 01' on set lines in inland waters shall be brought to shore and buried, sold 01' other­
wise lawfully disposed of, but no fish shall be returned to any inland waters. 

29.33 Net and set hook fishing in outlying waters. (1) LICENSE AUTHORIZED. Any 
person desiring to conduct commercial fishing operations on any of the outlying waters 
shall first obtain a commercial fishing license. The application for such license shall be 
made to the conservation commission on a blank provided for that purpose, accompanied 
by the fee specified in sub. (2). Such application shall state the name and residence of 
the applicant, the manner in which he proposes to fish, the name or number, over-all 
length, gross tonnage, and value of his boat, the name of the port from which the boat 
will operate, and the number and kind ·of nets and hooks or other gear he intends to use, 
the value of his real estate used in connection with commercial ·fishing and such other 
information as may be required for statistical purposes. "Over-all length" means the 
minimum distance between the extreme· outside end of the bow and the stern using the 
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nearest whole number of feet. The license fee shall be based on the over-all length of the 
boat if a boat is used. 'Such license shall be issued, in accordance with s. 29.09, to any 
duly qualified applicant. 

(2) FEES. (a) Resident. The fees for commercial fishing licenses for residents of 
this state shall be: 

1. For fishing with set hook lines or nets, with or without a boat not exceeding 16 feet 
in over-all length, $16 per year. Any person using more than a single crew consisting of 
not to exceed 4 men in fishing nets or hooks under the ice shall secure a license for each 
such crew. The conservation director, upon proper application therefor, shall issue with 
each license to fish with nets or set hook lines under the ice 4 identification cards bearing 
the number of the license and the year for which issued. Each member of a single crew 
engaged in the setting, lifting or pulling of nets, set hook lines or other devices set under 
the ice under authority of said license shall carry such card on his person while so engaged 
and upon demand of any conservation officer shall exhibit such card. Minnow seines and 
dip nets used for taking smelt and minnows are exempt from this subdivision. 

2. For each boat used in catching, killulg, taking or transporting fish caught with 
nets or set hook lines, $1 per foot over-all length and $1 per ton additional for each ton 
over 10 gross tons. No license is required for a scow used only in transporting nets. Each 
license for a boat propelled by sail, steam, gas or other mechanical power shall entitle the 
licensee to operate a rowboat not exceeding 16 feet in over-all length without additional 
license. Each such rowboat shall bear the same identification as the boat for which the 
license is issued and shall be used only while attending said boat. No resident shall pay 
less than $16 or more than $75 per year on any boat. 

(b) N onresiclent. The following fees shall be required from nonresidents: 
1. Boats 16 feet or less, $48; boats over 16 feet and up to and including 10 tons gross 

tonnage, $3 per foot (over-all length) ; boats more than 10 tons gross tonnage, $3 per foot 
(over-all length) and $3 pel' ton in addition for each ton over 10 gross tons. No license is 
requu'ed for a scow used only in transporting nets. No nonresident person shall pay less 
than $48 or more than $225 pel' year on any boat. 

2. Fishing without a boat or with gear set under the ice, $200. 
(c) N O1wesiclent (~efinecl. For the purpose of this section, the term "nonresident" shall 

include any individual who is nota resident llllder s. 29.01 (8), any individual applying 
for a license for use of nets on a ,boat registered or of record at a port outside of the state, 
or any partnership, association or corporation any of whose stock, boats, nets and fishing 
equipment has been owned by a nonresident at any time during the 2 years immediately 
prior to the application for a license. 

(d) l "ransfer of license. The commission may upon application permit the transfer 
of a license to any similar boat durulg the time a licensed boat is disabled or undergoing 
repairs or upon the sale of a licensed boat. The fee for transfer of such license is $5. 

(e) Effective date of licenses. Each such license shall 1Je effective from July 1 until 
June 30 of the succeeding year. 

(f) RegistM'ecl boats. Any registered boat used by a resident licensee shall be from 
a port of record in this state and its hailing' port shall be a port in this state. 

(3) MEANING OF BOAT. In this section the term "boat" includes all types of water­
craft. 

History: 1961 c. 30, 621. 

29.336 Description of nets; use of. (1) ENTRAPPING NETS. (a) F'y7ce net. A 
fyke net is a composite net consisting of the following parts: 

1. One net of a general hoop or circular-like structure commonly called a crib or pot 
with numbers of hoops holding, encasing or inclosing net webbing. 

2. One or more small funnel-shaped nets commonly called tunnels with a large opening 
at one end and a small opening or throat at the other end through which the fish can pass 
from the outer part of the net into the crib or pot. This tunnel or these tunnels are at­
tached to the inside of the crib or pot. 

3. Two fence-like nets called wings or hearts attached to and extending obliquely out· 
ward from each side of the mouth of the net proper. 

4. One fence-like net called a leader running from the center of the tunnel outward be­
tween the wings in a straight or angular line away from the net proper . 

. (b) Drop net. A drop net is a composite net consisting of the following parts: 
1. One net of a general hoop or circular-like structure called a crib or pot with num­

bers of hoops holding, encasing or inclosing net webbing. 
2. One or more small funnel-shaped nets commonly called tunnels with a large opening 

at one end and a small opening or throat at the other through which the fish can pass from 
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the outer part of the net into the crib or pot. This tunnel or these tunnels are attached to 
the inside of the crib or pot. 

3. One funnel- or hood-shaped net called a tunnel sloping upward and outward from 
the pot or crib. 

4. Two fence-like nets called wings or hearts attached to and extending obliquely out­
ward from each end of the tunnel. 

5. One fence-like net called a leader running from the center of the tunnel outward be­
tween the wings in a straight or angular line away from the net proper. 

(c) Short t7mnel pound net. A short tunnel pound net is a composite net consisting of 
the following parts: 

1. One box-like receptacle closed at the bottom and sides and open at the top in which 
the fish are finally caught or impounded and variously known as a pound, pot 01' crib, but 
generally and commonly known in Wisconsin as a pot. 

2. Two fence-like nets .called hearts set one on each side of the tunnel. mouth and used 
to form a preliminary inclosure resembling a heart in shape with no cover on the top or 
bottom. 

3. One or more funnel-shaped nets commonly called a tunnel or tunnels with a large 
opening at one end and a small opening or throat at the other through which the fish can 
pass from the hearts into the pot. 

4. One fence-like net called a leader running from the opening in the hearts in a 
straight 01' angular line away from the net propel'. 

5. All pound nets licensed 01' operated under this section must have their tunnels located 
and fastened entirely on the inside of the pot of the same, forming a net that is commonly 
known and called a short tunnel pound net. 

(2) ENTANGLING NETS. (a) Trammel net. A trammel net is made of three sheets of 
net webbing, one of thcm of comparatively small mesh and of fine twine being hung between 
two sheets of net webbing of much larger mesh and heavier twine. This net is equipped at 
the top and bottom with lead or maitre cord, line, or rope to which at the top are attached 
floats and at the bottom,sinkers. The inner web of this net is of considerably greater full­
ness than the outside web. 

(b) Gill net. A gill net is a net designed to entangle fish and made of a single web of 
fine thread hung and fitted at the top and bottom with lead or maitre cord; line, 01' rope to 
which are attached at the top, floats, and at the bottom, sinkers. 

(3) DRAG NETS; SEINE. A seine is a net made of a circular, square or long webbing 
of coarse twine hung very full and fitted at the top and bottom with lead or. maitre cord; 
line or rope. To such lines at the top are attached floats, and at the bottom, sinkers .. This 
net is hung with such fullness that it creates 01' forms·a kind of a bag near the center of 
the net which holds 01' entraps the fish while the net is being drawn through the waters. 

(4) USE OF NETS. (a) Fyke net. It shall be lawful for any person orpel'sons, firm 
01' corporation using licensed fyke nets to set, place or operate-any·number of the.se ·nets or 
the pots 01 cribs of the same in group 01' other formation while fastened together by means 
of leader or similar net webbing. 

(b) Drop net. It shall be lawful for any person 01' persons, firm or corporation using 
licensed drop nets to set, place or operate any number of these nets or the pots or cribs of 
the same in group or other formation while fastened together by means of leader or similar 
net webbing, but no such net or nets shall be in any instance equipped with an outside 
tunnel of a length grea tel' than 15 feet. -

History. 1961 c. 218. 

29.34 Net licenses, Mississippi and St. Oroix rivers. (1) Licenses which authorize 
the use of nets in the Mississippi river as limited herein and in that p'art of the St. Croix 
river downstream from the dam at St. Croix Falls shall be issued subject to the, provisio.ns 
of s. 29.09 by the commission to any resident applying therefor. This sllbsection as ap­
plicable to the St. Croix river shall not become effective until Minnesota has enacted simi­
lar legislation. 

(2) Each such license shall expire on April 15 next succeeding the date of its issue, 
and shall authorize the use of one or more of the following nets only: Seines, gill' nets, 
bait nets to be used without leads, buffalo nets and frame nets. 

(3) The fee for each such license is: For seines, $20 for the first 500 lineal feet, 
$10 for the second 500 lineal feet, $2 for each additional 100 lineal feet; for gill nets, 
$10 for the first 2,000 lineal feet, $1 for each additional 100 lineal feet; for bait nets, $20 
for license; for buffalo and frame nets $10 for license and 50 cents for each tag. 

(4) No such licensed net shall be used until it is equipped with metal tags stamped to 
designate the kind of net and number of the license covering it. One tag shall be se-
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cm'ely fastened to each 500 lineal feet, 01' fraction thereof, of seine; one to each 2,000 
lineal feet, 01' fraction thereof, of gill net, except when lifting 01' setting; and one to 
each bait, buffalo or frame net. Such tags shall be furnished by the commission. to the 
licensee at the time of issuing the license, on payment of a fee of 25 cents for each tag 
other than for a buffalo or frame net and 50 cents for each tag on a buffalo 01' frame net. 

(5) Each such licensee shall keep a strict record and account as to each variety of 
fish and the number of pounds thereof taken by him in his licensed gear and such other 
information as the commission requires; and shall report thereon to the commission on or 
before the tenth day of each month during the license period. 

29.343 Slat and trammel net fishing in the Mississippi. (1) Licenses wh~ch shall 
authorize the use of slat nets in the Mississippi river over which this state has jurisdiction 
between the Minnesota-Iowa boundary line extended and the Wisconsin-Illinois boundary 
line extended shall be granted for the taking of commercial fish from May 1 to October 1 
of each year. The license fee shall be $20 and each licensee or crew may operate not to 
exceed 50 nets, but each net before use must have attached thereto a metal tag stamped to 
designate the kind of net and the number of the license. Tags shall be furnished to the 
licensee at the time of the issuing of the license on the payment of a fee of 50 cents for 
each tag. Tags must remain attached to the nets until replaced by renewal tags. No slat 
net shall be set within 100 feet of any muskrat or beaver house .. Any slat net found in 
such waters after October 1 and any slat net found in such waters or on the Wisconsin 
banks or shores thereof without a tag and showing evidence of being used in the last 5 
months shall be seized and confiscated as provided in s. 29.05. 

(2) Except as herein provided slat net licenses shall be issued to any resident apply­
ing therefor and shall be subject to s. 29.09, except that they shall be issued by the 
county clerk of the counties bordering on such waters. A sufficient supply of slat net 
tags shall be furnished such county clerks by the conservation commission. 

(3) The conservation department may issue annual licenses to residents authorizing 
the use of trammel nets in the Mississippi river over which this state has jurisdiction. 
The license fee shall be computed on the basis of $20 per net not to exceed 300 feet and a 
tag furnished. The license shall be subject to the same provisions and conditions stated 
in sub. (1). 

History. 1965 c. 327. 

29.35 Net licenses; whitefish and cisco in inland lakes. (1) Licenses which author­
ize the use of dip nets and seines, for fishing whitefish or cisco in any of the inland waters 
of the state, subject to the conditions, limitations and restrictions prescribed in this chap­
ter or by commission order, may be issued by the commission, subject to 'the provisions 
of s. 29.09, to any resident applying therefor. The fee for each such license is $1. 

(3) No person shall operate a whitefish or cisco net of any kind unless he has first 
obtained a duly issued license to do so pmsuant to sub: (1) and has securely attached to 
such net a metal tag stamped to designate the kind of net and the serial number of the 
license covering it. Such tags shall be furnished by t.he commission at t.he time of issuing 
the license. 

29.36 Set or bank pole licenses. (1) Set or bank pole licenses which shall author­
ize the use of not to exceed 5 set 01' bank poles fpr taking, catching 01' killing fish in the 
inland waters of the state where the use of set lines is permitted shall be issued, subject 
to the provisions of section 29.09, by the county clerk of the county where such set 01' 

bank poles are intended to be used, to any resident of the state applying therefor. The 
fee for such license shall be $2.25 and it shall expire on December 31 following t.he date 
of its issue. 

(2) No set 01' bank pole shall be used unless there is securely attached thereto a metal 
tag stamped with the number of the license covering the same. Tags shall be furnished by 
the state conservation commission to the county clerk, 01' agents of the same 01' of the 
commission and by such agency to· the licensee at the time of issuing the license. 

(3) For the purposes of this section a set or bank pole is defined as a pole equipped 
with onc line and not to exceed 2 hooks of a size not smaller than 3-0 which pole is used 
for fishing from the banks of lakes 01' rivers and may be operated in the same manner 
as a set line. . 

29.37 Set line licenses; inland waters. (1) Set line licenses shall authorize the 
use of set lines and hooks in inland waters in such manner as shall be determined by the 
conservation commission for taking, catching 01' killing fish, and> shall be issued by the 
county clerk of the county bordering on the waters where such set lines are intended and 
permitted to be used, to any resident of the state duly applying therefor, who has re-
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sided in the state at least one year next preceding the application. Each such license shall 
expire on the 31st day of December next following the date of issue. 

(2) The fee for each such license shall be $1. 
(3) No person shall operate any set line lmless he has first obtained a duly issued 

license to do so pursuant to sub. (1) and has securely attached to a buoy or stake at one 
end of the set line, a metal tag stamped to designate the serial number of the license cov­
ering it so that it will be visible above the surface of the water. Such tag shall be fur­
nished by the commission to the county clerk, and by the latter to the licensee at the tiJIle 
of issuing the license, on payment of a fee of 25 cents. All fees received by county clerks 
for such metal tags shall be returned and reported in the same manner as are license fees, 
as prescribed in s. 29.09, both without deduction. 

( 4) All fishermen licensed under the provisions of this section shall file such reports 
on the amounts and kinds of fish taken as may be requested by the conservation commis­
sion. 

29.38 Clams and mussels. No person shall take, catch or kill any mussel or clam 
during the close season therefor as established by the conservation commission. 

29.39 Possession during close season or in excess of bag limit. Except as otherwise 
expressly provided it shall be unlawful for any person to have in his possession or un del,' 
his control, 01' have in storage 01' retention for any person, any game or other wild animal 
01' the carcass 01' part thereof, during the period beginning July 1 and extending to the 
last day of the close season therefor in each year, or any game fish at any time other 
than during the open season therefor and 10 days thereafter, or in excess of the bag 
or possession limit 01' below the minimum size for any game, game fish or other wild 
animal at any time. The open and close seasons and the bag, possession and size limits of 
the state Q>l' province in which taken shall apply to game, game fish and other wild animals 
lawfully killed outside of this state. 

29.395 Game, possession in open season. It shall be unlawful to have in possession 
0'1' under control at any time the carcass or part of the carcass 01' skin of any protecte,d 
wild animal showing that the same has been taken during the close season for such animal. , 

29.40 Possession of deer; heads and skins. (1) DEER TAGS. Any person having 
killed a deer shall immediately attach and lock and leave attached and locked to the gam­
brel of either hind leg thereof, the deer tag corresponding to his license. No person shall 
have in his possession or under his control, 01' ha,ve in storage or as a, common carrier, any 
deer carcass or part thereof unless it is tagged as required by law. '. 

(2) HOME CONSUMPTION. Any person residing in this state, having lawfully killed a 
deer, may have in his possession and consume the meat thereof in his own family at any 
time, but must leave the tag attached thereto. , . 

(3) HEADS AND SKINS. The head and skin of any deer lawfully killed, when severed 
from the rest of the carcass, are not subject to the provisions of this chapter; but no per­
son shall have in his possession or under his control tbe green head or green skin o,f a deer 
during the period beginning 30 days after the close of the open deer season and the 
opening of the succeeding season, or at any time a, deer head in the velvet, or a deer skin 
in the red, blue or spotted coat. 

(4) ANTLERS REMOVED OR BROKEN. Any deer taken during an open season for hunt~ 
ing antlered deer only 01' for hunting antlerless deer only from which the antlers have 
been removed, broken, shed or altered so as to make determination of the legality of the 
deer impossible is an illegal deer. 

29.41 Skins of fur-bearing animals. No person shall have in his possession or 
under his control the skin of any mink, muskrat, fishel', marten, beaver or otter, showing 
that the same has been shot or speared, nor the green skin of any fur-bearing animal 
from the fifth day after the beginning of the closed season for such animal until the end 
thereof. No person shall have the raw skin of any muskrat, mink, beaver, otter, fisher 
or marten in his possession at any time unless such person is the holder of a scientist's 
certificate fur dealer's license or trapper's license of current issue; No license sballOE) 
required ~f any person breeding, raising and producing c1om:stic fur-bearing animals in 
captivity as defined in s. 29.579, nor of any person authorized to take muskrats on a 
cranberry marsh under a permit issued to him by the conservation commission, :' 

29.42 Possession of game birds. (1) WITHOUT LICENSE. No person, other than the 
holc1er of a hunting license or scientist's certificate duly issued to him and in fotce. and 
carried by him on his person, shall have in his possession or under his control .any gaP1e 
bird, or animal, or the carcass or any part thereof. 



29.42 FISH AND GAME 496 

(2) NESTS AND EGGS. No person shall take or needlessly destroy, or have in his pos­
session or under his control, except by virtue of a scientist's certificate, the nest or eggs 
of any wild bird for which a close season is prescribed in this chapter. 

29.43 Transportation; general provisions. (1) DURING CLOSE SEASON. Except as 
otherwise expressly' provided, it shall be unlawful for any person to transport or cause 
to be tmnsported, oi' deliver or receive 01' offer to deliver or receive for transportation, 
any game 01' game fisl;t or carcass or part thereof at any time other than during the open 
season' therefor and' 3 days thereafter. Whenever any game 01' game fish or carcass or 
part thereof is offered to any person for transportation at any time other than during 
the open season' therefor and 3 days thereafter, such person shall forthwith notify the 
state conservation commission 01' its deputy, stating fnll particulars of such offer and 
by whom made.' 

(2) TRUNKS; VALISES. No person shall carry with him or under his control in any 
trunk, valise, or other package or inclosure, at any time on any common carrier, any game 
or gaII\e fish, 01' carcass or part thereof. 

(3) TRANSPORTATION EMPLOYES. No employe of any railroad, express or other trans­
portation company, and no steward, porter 01' other employe of any dining, parlor 01' 

sleeping car shall have in his personal possession 01' under his personal control, at any 
time while on duty, any game or game fish, or carcass or part thereof . 

. (4) LABELING GAME SHIPMENTS. No person shall transport or cause to be transported, 
or deliver 01' receive for transportation, any package or parcel containing any wild animal 
or carcass or part thereof, unless the same is labeled in plain letters on the address side 
of slich package or parcel so as to disclose the name and address of the consignor, the 
name and address of the consignee, and the number of pounds of each kind of fish 01' the 
niuuber of each variety of other wild animals; or carcasses, or parts thereof, contained 
therein; and :nnless the consignor is the owner of such shipment and shall deliver to the 
common carrier therewith, either personally, or by agent, a writing signed by him per­
sonally, stating that he is the owner of the shipment. 

29.44 Interstate transportation of game. N a person shall transport or cause to 
be transported, or deliver or receive or offer to deliver 01' receive for transportation, into 
or through this state, any game or game fish 01' carcass 01' part thereof from any other 
state in violation of the laws of such state relating to the transportation thereof; nor any 
game ,Or game fish or carcass or part thereof lawfully transported from any other state, 
nor have the same in his possession or under his control, during the close season 01' in ex­
cess of the limitations prescribed for sllch animal in this chapter, unless such person shall 
have in his possession a license to take such animal duly issued to him by the state in which 
Laken; but any person who has lawfully killed a deer in this state may, on his license only, 
take such deer into any adjoining state, if the laws thereof permit, and ship the same from 
lIJ;ly point in that state to any point within this state. 

29.45 Transportation of deer. (1) No common carrier shall receive for transpor­
tation or transport or attempt to transport any deer, 01' carcass 01' part thereof, otherwise 
than as provided in this section. 

(2) Each holder of a resident hunting license, ,portsmen's license, settlers' hunting li­
cense, nonresident general hunting license 01' nonresident archer's license, may, during the 
open season for deer and. 3 days thereafter, transport or cause to be transported one deer 
legally taken; but must accompany the same from t.he point of shipment to the point of 
destination, whatever the type of transportation. 

(3) The place of delivery of any such shipment, however transported, by a resident 
licensee shall be within the state, and by a nonresident licensee may be either within the 
sfateor at his residence without the state. 

(4) No bona. fide public zoo shall be subject to this section. 

29.46 Transportation of game birds. (1) TRANSPOR.TA.TION. No common eanier 
shall receive for transportation or transport 01' attempt to transport any game bird, 01' 

carcass or part thereof except as provided in this section. 
i2) RESIDENTS. Any duly licensed resident may transport in his personal possession 

the legal daily bag limit or possession limit of any game birds for which an open season 
has been provided to any point within the state. 

(3) NONRESIDENTS. Any duly licensed nonresident may transport in his personal 
possession the legal daily bag limit or possession limit of game birds for which an open 
season has been provided from any point ,vithin the state to any point within or without 
the state. 
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(4) :MIGRATORY BIRDS. Not more than 2 days' hag limit of lawfully taken and law­
fully possessed woodcocks and ducks (except American and redbreasted mergansers) and 
one day's bag limit of lawfully taken and lawfully possessed geese, coot, rails, gallinules, 
and wood ducks, may be transported in one calendar week out of the state. No person 
shall transport any migratory game birds 01' waterfowl from which the head, head 
plumage or feet have been removed or severed. 

29.47 Transportation of fish. (2) FROM INLAND WATERS. No person shall trans­
port or cause to be transported, or deliver or receive or offer to deliver or receive for 
transportation, any game fish taken from inland waters other than as follows: 

(a) By common carrier: In each perIOd of 7 days, one shipment only of not more 
than one package, containing not more than the bag limit for one day of game fish of 
any variety except brook, brown and rainbow trout, and in addition thereto not more than 
20 pounds of any game fish for which no daily bag limit is established may be shipped 
by any resident to any point within tIle state, or by any nonresident licensee to any point 
without the state. All such shipments offish by nonresident licensees shall have attached 
thereto a fish shipping coupon as provided in section 29.14. 

(b) By means of other than common carrier: The IJOSsession limit, as prescribed by 
tho commission, of gamo fish of any variety may be transported by any l'esident to any 
point within the state, or by any nonresident licensee to any point without the state, when 
accompanied hy the owner. 

(c) All fish which are subject to a minimulll size limit and are transported as pro­
vided in this section shall be entirely inbct and with no part removed except the scales, 
gills and viscera. 

(d) No box, package or container of fish transported by com111on carrier shall contaill 
fish of more than one owner. 

(3) FROM OUTLYING WATERS. The transportation of fish taken in outlying waters is 
snb,iect to the following' limitations: 

(a) No green fish of any variety except lawfully taken suckers shall be shipped from 
any port located on outlying waters during the closed season for such fish, except the first 
3 days thereof. 

(b) Pike and pickerel of lawful size and lawfully taken from outlying waters may be 
transported to points within or without the state withont limitation as to quantity; but all 
such shipments shall be billed only from a port on outlying waters directly to their des­
tination, and shall not be rebilled or reshipped from any other point within the state. 

(4) SHIPMENTS FROM INLAND POIN~rs. Any shipment of game fish of any variety 
originating at any point in this state other than ports located on outlying waters is sub­
ject to tbe provisions of this section governing the transportation of game fish taken from 
inland waters. 

(5) FOREIGN SHIPMENTS. Pike and pickerel in a frozen state, whether dressed 01' 

not dressed, legally taken 01' imported from any foreign country, are not subject to any 
of the provisions of this chapter except as may be provided by conservation commission 
orders; but the person importing, transporting, dealing in, or selling such fish shall keep 
a separate record of all shipments and consignments thereof, containing the number of 
pounds, the date received, the name of the consignor, and the name of the carrier trans­
porting' the same, which shall be at all times open to inspection by the state conservation 
commission 01' its deputies. 

(6) INJURIOUS ]'ISH. Live minnows of the following varieties shall not be transported 
into or within the state at any time: carp, .dogfish, garfish, lawyers or eelpout, lamprey eels 
and smelt. 

29.475 Wild life on Indian reservations protected. No person shall remove or take 
from any Indian reservation the carcass of any protected wild animal, bird or fish or any 
part thereof, including the fur, during the close season for such animal, bird or fish with­
out a permit from the state conservation commission issued under such regulations as it 
may prescribe. 

29.48 Sale of game or fish. (1) Except as otherwise expressly provided, no person 
shall at any time sell, purchase or barter, or offer to sell, purchase or barter, or have in 
possession or under control for the purpose of sale or barter any deer, squirrel, game 
bird, game fish taken from inland waters, or the carcass or part thereof; nor any other 
wild animal, or carcass or part thereof, during the close season therefor. This section 
applies, whether such animals were lawfully or unlawfully taken within or without the 
state. 

(2) No fish taken by hook and line from outlying waters may be sold, bartered, or 
traded in any manner except that fish of the same species and minimum size as those 
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taken under the commercial fishing regulations and in the same prescribed areas as per­
mitted under commercial fishing regulations JJ?ay be sold during the open commercial fish­
ing season for such fish. 

History: 1961 c. 291. 

29.49 Serving of game to guests. (1) (a) Except as provided by s. 29.52 no inn­
keeper, manager or steward of any restaurant, club, hotel, boarding house, tavern, log­
ging camp or mining camp shall sell, barter, serve or give, or cause to be sold, bartered, 
served or given to the guests or boarders thereof the meat of any deer, squirrel, game 
bird or game fish taken from inland waters at any time; nor any other game or other wild 
animal, or carcass or part thereof, during the closed season therefor. This section applies, 
whether such animals were lawfully or unlawfully taken within or without the state. 

(b) The conservation commission may in its discretion issue permits authorizing the 
serving of lawfully taken and possessed wild animals at any time. 

(2) FREE LUNCH. The giving, offering, or affording opportunity to take free lunch in 
any of the places named in the preceding subsection shall be held to be embraced within 
the prohibitions thereof. 

29.50 Propagation privileged. Nothing in the foregoing provisions concerning the 
protection of wild animals shall affect the operation of state hatcheries, the removal of fish 
which have died from natural causes or the removal of deleterious fish by the state conserva­
tion commission or under its authority; or the propagation or transportation, collecting and 
transplanting of fish or fish fry by state authority; nor the transportation of fish into or 
through this state or out of it by the commissioners of fisheries of other states or of tilE' 
United States; nor the operation of private fish hatcheries, or the propagati.on of fish in 
private waters, or the transportation and sale of fish therefrom as hereinafter provided; 
but the state conservation commission, or its agents and employes, shall not furnish fish or 
fry from state hatcheries to private ponds, private clubs, corporations or preserves, and 
shall not plant them in waters where the general public is not allowed the rights and privi­
leges enjoyed by any individual. 

29.51 State propagation of fish. (1) STATE FISH HATCHERIES. The state conserva­
tion commission shall have general charge of the following matters, and all necessary pow­
ers therefor, namely: 

(a) The propagation and breeding of fish of such species and varieties as they deem of 
value. 

(b) The collection and diffusion of useful information in regard to the propagation 
and conservation of fish. 

(c) The government and control, care, supply, and repair of the state fish hatcheries 
and the grounds used therefor, whether owned or leased, and the buildings, ponds, fish 
car and other apparatus, and all other property belonging to or held by the state for the 
propagation of fish. 

(d) The purchase and establishment and control, in like manner, of new hatcheries 
when appropriations shall be made by law, and the establishment of such temporary 
hatching stations as they may deem necessary. With the consent and approval of the 
commission, lands may be acquired by grant, devise or conveyance constituting a volun­
tary donation to or purchase by the state for the express purpose of enabling it to use 
such lands for establishing hatcheries and the propagation of fish. 

(e) The receiving from the commissioners of fisheries of the United States, and from 
the commissioners of fisheries of other states, or other persons, of all spawn, fry or fish 
donated to the state or purchased, and in the most practical ways, by exchange or other­
wise, to procure, receive, distribute, and dispose of spawn and fish; to make contracts 
and carryon the same for the transportation of fish cars, cans, commissioners and em­
ployes by land or water as may be most advantageous to the state; and to take such other 
measures as in their judgment shall best promote the abundant supply of food fishes in 
the waters of the state. 

(f) The commission shall keep an inventory of the property of the several hatcheries, 
with the cost of each article, and account in detail and separately of the expenses of each 
hatchery; also of the distribution of the fish, of maintaining and repairing property and 
of sneh improvements as may from time to time be ordered. 

(2) TRANSPLANTATION OF FISH. The commission may take or cause to be taken fish at 
all seasons of the year from any waters of the 'state for stocking other waters, or for the 
purpose of securing eggs for artificial propagation in the state hatcheries. Such fish or 
eggs shall be taken only under a special permit issued by the commission, and then only 
in the presence of the commission or its deputies. Such permit shall specify the kinds of 
fish that may be taken and the manner in which they may be-taken; and shall be subject 
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to the conditions that the holder shall pay for the services of and furnish free transporta­
tion and meals on his boat to a competent person approved by the commission to spawn 
the fish and fertilize the eggs, and that such eggs shall be delivered at such place as may 
be designated by the commission and forwarded to some state hatchery for propagation. 

(3) DELIVERY OF SPAWN. Any person fishing in any waters of this state shall deliver, 
on demand, to the state conservation commission 01' its deputies 01' authorized agents, all 
kinds of fish, during the spawning season, for the purpose of being stripped of their eggs 
and milt; and the person receiving them shall, immediately after having stripped the fish, 
return them to the person from whom received. Any such person shall permit the com­
mission, or its deputies, or authorized agents to enter any boats, docks, g'l'ounds 01' other 
places where such fish may be, for the purpose of stripping the same while alive, and 
shall render such assistance as may be necessary to expedite the work of mixing the eggs 
and milt for proper impregnation. 

(4) REMOVAL OF SPAWN OR FISH FROM STATE. No person shall remove any fish eggs 
or live fish from this state except as authorized by law, unless a permit therefor has been 
issued to him by the state conservation commission. . 

(5) UNLAWFUL FISHING BY EMPLOYES. No employe of the commission, and no other 
person, while engaged in catching wild fish from the public waters for purposes of arti­
ficial propagation, shall take or have in his possession 01' under his control any kind of fish 
other than those he has heen directed, by the commission or its deputy or agent, to take 
therefrom. 

(6) ERECTION OF BARRIERS TO EXCLUDE ROUGH FISH. The commission may for any 
period in its discretion erect and maintain or authorize erection and maintenance of a 
screen or similar barrier in any navigable stream for the purpose of preventing rough 
fish or other fish found tv be undesirable from invading any part of such stream, provided 
such screen or barrier does not unreasonably interfere with navigation. 

29.513 Permit for private management. (1) Any person or persons owning an of 
the land bordering on any navigable lake that is completely landlocked may apply to the 
commission for a permit to remove, destroy or introduce fish in such lake. 

(2) Upon receiving such application the commission shall hold a public hearing in the 
vicinity of such lake, and if the hearing is favorable the commission may issue a permit 
authorizing the applicant to remove, destroy or introduce fish in such lake. 

(3) Such permit shall be subject to such terms, conditions and limitations as the com­
mission deems proper. All work done under the authoi':ity of such permit shall be under 
the supervision of the commission or its agents, who shall be afforded free access to such 
lake at all times for such purpose by the permittee. The expenses of such supervision 
shall be paid by the permittee. 

(4) All fish removed from such lake unde].· such permit shall be tU1'l1ed over to the 
commission. 

29.515 Trespass to state fish hatchery. Whoever does any of the following may 
be fined not more than $200 or imprisoned not more than 60 days: 

(1) Enters upon the grounds of any state fish hatchery for the purpose of unlaw­
fully killing or taking fish therefrom; or 

t2) Unlawfully and without proper authority kills, takes or catches any fish from any 
waters or grounds belonging tv or connected ,Vith any state fish hatchery; or 

(3) Without lawful authority to do so, injures any fish, or in any manner interferes 
harmfully with the ponds, streams, troughs or other pr?perty of a state fish hatchery. 

29.52 Private fish hatcheries. (1) Private fish hatchery licenses may be issued by 
the commission under this section. 

(2) The owner or lessee of any lands desiring to construct, operate and maintain a 
private fish hatchery thereon shall file with the commission on forms fU1'l1ished by it a 
written application for a private fish hatchery license setting forth: 

(a) His name and address. 
(b) The specific description of the lands to be included in the license. 
(c) A description of the water supply to be used in the operation of the hatchery. 
(d) A description or diagram showing the ponds, raceways, wells, flumes, dams, 

buildings and other improvements in connection with the proposed hatchery. 
(e) His title or leasehold. 
(f) Such additional information that may be required by the commission. 
(3) After May 12, 1965 private fish hatcheries shall be licensed only under the fol­

lowing conditions: 
(a) The water areas included in the licensed area shall be limited to artificially con­

stl'Ucted pools, ponds, tanks, -flumes and raceways and shall not include any navigable 
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stream, lake, pond or spring unless the comlllission finds after investigation that no sub­
stantial public interest exists in such navigable stream, lake, pond or spring and that 
publie or private rights therein will not be damaged. 

(b) The supply of water for the hatehery may be obtained frolll lakes and ponds and 
flowing streams by the use of flumes, pipes, ditches and pumps, but the water so ob­
tained shall be discharged from the hatchery into the pond, lake 01' stream from which 
taken. All flumes, pipes and ditches used to lead water into and from such hatchery shall 
be equipped at all times with screens so constructed, placed and maintained as to prevent 
the passage of fish to 01' from such hatchery. 

(4) (a) "Private fish hatchery, Class A" means any operator who: 
1. Maintains and operates an artificial fish hatching facility and purchases fish and 

fish eggs and produces fish eggs therein for sale or trade; or 
2. Hatches fish eggs or rears fish so produced for sale 01' trade; or 
3. Sells 01' trades fish so produced 01' perlllits public fee fishing for fish so produced. 
(b) "Private fish hatchery, Class B" means any operator, other than Class A, who: 
1. Has live fish lawfully in his possession, by purchase or otherwise, for sale 01' 

trade; or 
2. Rears such fish to a larger size for sale 01' trade; 01' 

3. Permits public fee fishing for such fish. 
(c) "Private fish hatchery, Class C" means any operator, other than Class A 01' 

Class B, who: 
1. Has live eggs 01' fish lawfully in his possession by purehase 01' otherwise; and 
2. Maintains and operates an artificial fish hatching facility and hatches eggs but not 

for sale 01' trade except that bait llIinnows so produced may be sold 01' traded; 01' 

3. Stocks, maintains 01' holds such live fish eggs or fish for natural propagation, 
display, or fishing by himself or others, but does not sell 01' trade sneh fish eggs 01' fish 
and does not permit public fee fishing for such fish; 01' 

4. Stocks, maintains or holds live fish for display or for sale and consumption on the 
premises; 01' 

5. Sells game fish lawfully in his possession, by purchase 01' otherwise, to Class A 
licensees. 

(d) "Private fish hatchery, Class D" means any Class A 01' Class B licensee who 
transfers fish produced, reared 01' possessed by him under such Class A 01' Class B 
license to his holding 01' rearing ponds situated on lands owned 01' leased by him but not 
il)cluded in his Class A 01' Class B license. 

(e) Each such license shall be limited to .not to exceed 160 acres of contiguous lands 
owned 01' leased by the licensee. This paragraph shall not be construed to limit the 
number of licenses which may be issued under this section to any person for private fish 
hatchery operations on his noncontiguous lands. 

(f) The fees for such licenses shall be as follows: Private fish hatchery license, 
Class A, $50; private fish hatchery license, Class B, $25; private fish hatchery license, 
Class C, $5; private fish hatchery license, Class D, $5. 

(4m) A private fish hatchery license shall be issued and renewed by the commission 
to any person applying therefor who is the owner 01' lessee of lands suitable for the 
pl'opagation of fish in nonnavigable waters. Subsection (3) (a) shall not apply to this 
subsection but the remainder of this section which is not inconsistent with this subsec­
tion shall apply. 

(5) Upon the filing of the application, the commission shall inspect and investigate 
the same and may hold public hearings thereon, All expenses of the inspection, except 
the salary of the employe who inspects the hatchery, shall be paid by the applicant. 
When satisfied that the applicant is the owner 01' lessee of the lands described and upon 
finding that all provisions and conditions of this section have been fully complied with, 
the commission shall issue a license to propagate, rear, sell and possess fish of the kind 
specified in the license and as provided in this section. All licenses shall expire on 
December 31 of each year and shall be renewed, subject to this section, upon filing of a 
verified report with the commission within 30 days thereafter, containing the information 
on the operation of the hatchery requested by the commission, together with the license 
fee. 

(6) Fish, fish fry and fish eggs produced in such private fish hatchery shall be 
taken, caught, killed or otherwise harvested only by the licensee or his bona fide regular 
employes 01' by persons expressly authorized by the licensee to do so. 

(7) The commission may, from year to year, renew any private fish hatchery 
license issued prior to, and in effect on, May 12, 1965. If a private fish hatchery license 
is not renewed as provided in sub. (5) or is terminated for any reason, all rights and 
privileges of the licensee under such license terminate and thereafter the lauds and waters 
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which were included in such license shall be subject to all of the provisions of this section 
if an application for a license hereunder is made which includes any of such lands or 
waters. 

(8) Each package, box or container containing fish propagated and raised in any 
private fish hatchery shall have attached thereto a label as follows: "Shipped from the 
private fish hatchery of (Name: , , , , , , , , Location: , , , , License Number: , , , ,)". 

(9) No person shall stock any private fish hatchery with fish or fry obtained from 
any 'Wisconsin state-owned fish hatchery, or from any waters of the state except when 
such fish have been taken in a lawful manner. 

(10) No licensee shall sell or deliver any live fish other than trout for planting 01' 

stocking in any unlicensed lake, stream or pond unless a permit for such planting 01' 

stocking has been issued under s. 29.535. 
(11) Any person who, without permission of the licensee, trespasses on any licensed 

fish hatchery shall be fined not more than $200 or imprisoned not more than 30 days; 
provided that the licensee gives notice by maintaining signboards at least one foot square, 
in at least 2 conspicuous places on each 40 acres of the lands included in such license. 
Prosecutions under this subsection shall be by the licensee. 

(12) This section shall not affect any public right of hunting, fishing, trapping or 
navigation except as herein expressly provided. 

History: 1961 c. 389; 1965 c, 47, 433. 

29.53 Private hatcheries and fisheries. (1) The owner 01' lessee of all of the lands 
underlying, surrounding, or bordering upon any pond, lake 01' slough, natural 01' artificial, 
navigable or nonnavigable, meandered or not meandered, tributary to and connected 
with the Mississippi rivCl', which pond, lake 01' slough does not exceed at low water 
one Elquare mile in surface area, shall have the right, upon complying with the provisions 
of this section, to erect, establish, operate and maintain on, in 01' about such pond, lake, 
01' slough, a private hatchery and fishery for the purpose of hatching, propagating and 
fishing therein rough fish, including buffalo fish and carp. 

(2) Such owner or lessee desiring to erect, establish, operate and maintain a private 
hatchery and fishery in conformity with this section, shall file with the state conservation 
commission a yerified declaration designating and describing the pond, lake or slough, 
which the declarant desires to use for the purpose of hatching, propagating and fishing 
rough fish therein, a description of all the lands underlying, surrounding, or bordering 
upon such water and the title or leasehold of the declarant therein. Such declaration 
shall also state in square miles and fraction of square miles the area of such pond, lake 
or slough, at low water. 

(3) Upon the filing of such declaration, the state conservation commission shall forth­
with examine and investigate the same and may require the declarant to produce satis­
factory evidence of the facts therein stated. If upon such examination it shall appeal' 
that the pond, lake or slough designated in the declaration does not exceed at low water 
one square mile in surface area and that the declarant is the owner or lessee of all of the 
lands underlying, surrounding, or bordering upon such water, and that the declarant in­
tends in good faith to erect, establish, operate, and maintain a hatchery and fishery on, 
in and about such water for the propagation or fishing of rough fish therein, the commis­
sion shall issue to the declarant a certificate under seal of the commission, which shall 
designate such pond, lake or slough, and certify that the declarant is lawfully entitled to 
use the same for the hatching, propagation and fishing of rough fish therein and to 
erect, establish, operate and maintain a private hatchery and fishery for the purpose of 
hatching, propagating and fishing therein of rough fish, including buffalo fish and carp. 

(4) Such certificate of the commission shall be pl'ima facie evidence in all courts and 
proceedings of the lawful right Gf the declarant therein named, his 01' its successors or 
assigns for the full term of twenty-five years from the date of issuance thereof, to erect, 
establish, operate and maintain a private hatchery and fishery in the pond, lake 01' slough 
therein designated and shall, unless and until sooner revoked as hereinafter provided, en­
title the declarant therein named, his or its snccessors or assigns, to the exclusive right for 
and during said term to propagate and fish rough fish therein and to exclusive and sole 
ownership of and property in all rough fish caught or taken therefrom. 

(5) If it shall be reasonably necessary to the successful operation of such hatchery 
and fishery that screens 01' other structures shall be erected and maintained in any brook, 
creek 01' stream flowing into or out of such pond, lake or slough, in order to prevent the 
escape from any such hatchery or fishery of rough fish, authority is hereby granted to 
erect, and maintain the same in such brook, creek or stream and upon the land owned or 
leased by the holder of such certificate, provided that the character and location of such 
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,c]'eens or other structures for such purpose shall be determined by the commISSIOn in 
said certificate and, provided further, that if it shall at any time appear that such brook, 
creek or stream is used by the public for the purposes of navigation, the commission may, 
if such public use is substantial and reasonably necessitates the same, require locks or 
boatways to be erected and maintained in connection with and as a condition of the right 
to erect and maintain such screens or structures and may fix the character of such locks 
or boatways, 

(6) The failure at any time for a period of two years to operate or maintain any such 
hatchery or fishery for which a certificate has been issued hereunder for propagating or 
fishing roug'h fish therein shall work a forfeiture of such certificate and of all right there­
nnder. Such certificate and all rights thereunder shall be assignable and shall pass with 
the title or leasehold stated in the declm.'ation upon which the same was issued and, if is­
sned upon a leasehold merely, shall terminate with such leasehold. 

(7) Nothing in this section contained shall be construed to affect any public right of 
fishing or navigation, except as herein expressly provided, 

29.535 Introducing fish and game. (1) It is unlawful for any person to bring into 
the state for the purpose of planting or introducing, or to plant or introduce into any 
of the inland or outlying waters of the state, any fish or the spawn thereof, or to bring 
into the state, for the purpose of stocking or introducing, or to stock or introduce in the 
state any wild bird or animal of any kind, unless they shall first apply in writing to the 
state conservation co=ission for a permit therefor, Such permit shall be granted only 
after the state conservation commission or its duly authorized agents have made such in­
vestigation and inspection of the fish, birds or animals as they may deem necessary and 
approve such planting, stocking or introduction, 

(2) Nothing in the provisions of this section shall prohibit the state conservation com­
mission, the state conservation department, or its duly authorized agents from bringing 
into the state, for the purpose of planting, introducing or stocking, or to plant, intro­
duce 01' stock in this state, any fish, bird 01' animal. 

'29.536 Municipal fish hatcheries. (1) Any city, town or village, upon direction 
and supervision of the conservation commission, is authorized to appropriate money for 
and may acquire, lease or contract for any land, pond, lake 01' slough for a fish hatchery, 
and to erect, establish, operate and maintain on, in 01' about such pond, lake or slough, a 
fish hatchery and fishery for the purpose of hatching, propagating and fishing therein 
game fish. 

(2) Such municipality desiring to erect, establish, operate and maintain a private 
hatchery and fishery in conformity with this section, shall file with the state conservation 
commission a verified declaration designating and describing the pond, lake or slough, 
which it desires to use for the purpose of hatching, propagating and fishing game fish 
therein, and a description of all the lands underlying, surrounding or bordering upon such 
water, Such municipality shall also state in square miles and fraction of square miles the 
area of such pond, lake or slough, at low water. 

(3) Upon the filing of such declaration, the state conservation commission shall forth­
with examine and investigate the same, If upon such examination it shall appeal' that the 
pond, lake or slough designated in the declaration is suitable for a fish hatchery it may 
direct the declarant to acquire, lease or contract for the same, Thereupon such munici­
pality lllay acquire, lease or contract for the lands underlying, surrounding or bordering 
upon such water, and thereafter the commission shall issue to the municipality a certificate 
under seal of the commission, which shall designate such pond, lake or slough, and certify 
that it is lawfully entitled to use the same for the hatching, propagation and fishing of 
game fish therein and to erect,establish, operate and maintain a hatchery and fishery for 
the purpose of hatching, propagating and fishing therein game fish. 

(4) The state conservation commission shall make rules and regulations for stocking, 
maintaining and fishing in such hatcheries. 

29.54 State propagation of wild mammals and birds. (1) The state conservation 
commission is authorized to take or purchase wild mammals and birds and their eggs for 
propagation, The distribution thereof shall be made throughout the various parts of the 
state under the supervision and direction of the commission, and according to such regu-
lations as they shall prescribe. ' 

(2) No person shall take, remove, sell, or transport from the public waters of this 
state to any place beyond the borders of the state, any duck potato, wild celery, or any 
other plant 01' plant product except wild rice native in said waters and commonly known 
to furnish food for game birds, 
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29.544 Wild rice conservation; licenses. (1) TITLE TO WILD RICE. (a) The legal 
title to all wild rice growing in any lake of the state, whether meandered 01' not, is 
vested in the state for the purpose of regulating harvest, use, disposition and conservation 
thereof. 

(b) The legal title to such wildl'ice taken or reduced to possession in violation of this 
chapter 01' of any rule of the conservation commission remains in the state; and the title 
to any such wild rice lawfully acquired is subject to the condition that upon the violation 
of any of the provisions of this chapter or of any conservation commission rule relating 
to the possession, use, harvest, sale, or purchase thereof by the holder of such title, the 
same shall revert, ipso facto, to the state. In either case, such wild rice may be seized 
forthwith wherever found by the state conservation commission 01' its agents. 

(2) POWERS OF THE COlliMISSION. (a) The commission is authorized to establish such 
rules governing the harvest, use, and disposition of wild rice growing in the navigable 
waters of the state as it deems reasonably necessary for the conservation and wise use 
thereof. The conservation director is. authorized to designate the opening date for har­
vesting wild rice in any navigable lake or stream by posting notice of such opening date 
on the shores of and at places of public access to such lake or stream at least 48 hoUl's 
before such opening date. Such posting shall be deemed sufficient notice of such opening 
date and no other publication thereof shall be required. 

(b) The conservation commission and the conservation director shall obtain the advice 
and recommendations of the tribal council before establishing any rules governing the 
harvest, use and disposition of wild rice growing within the bounds of the reservation. 

(3) LICENSE REQUIRED. Every person over the age of 16 and under the age of 65 
shall obtain a license and pay a license fee to harvest or deal in wild rice but no license 
to harvest shall be required of the members of the immediate family of a licensee or of a 
recipient of old-age assistance or general relief or members of their immediate families. 
Identification cards shall be issued without fee to any such recipient and to each member 
of his or a licensee's family. The term "immediate family" includes husband and wife 
and minor children having their abode and domicile with the parent or legal guardian. 

(4) LICENSES AND FEES. (a) Wild rice hm'vest license. The fee for each license 
authorizing the harvesting of wild rice in the navigable waters of the state is $1. No 
license shall be required of helpers of a licensee who participate only in shore operations. 
Wild rice harvest licenses shall be issued only to residents of this state. 

(b) Wild rice dealer's license. The fee for wild rice dealers' licenses to buy wild 
rice within the state for resale to anyone except consumers, 01' to sell wild rice imported 
from outside of the state to anyone within the state except consumers, or to process wild 
rice not harvested by the processor himself for resale by the processor to any other person 
is $150 if the amount of wild rice boug'ht, sold 01' processed by the licensee within the year 
covered by the license exceeds 50,000 pounds; $100 if such amount exceeds 25,000 pounds, 
but does not exceed 50,000 pounds; $50 if such amount exceeds 5,000 pounds, but does 
not exceed 25,000 pounds; $15 if such amount does not exceed 5,000 pounds. For the 
purposes of this section, 2lh pounds of raw rice shall be deemed equivalent to one pound 
of processed rice. 

(c) Effective period. All licenses issued under this section are effective from May 1 
to the following April 30, inclusive. 

(5) RECORDS AND REPORTS. Each wild rice dealer shall keep a correct and complete 
book record in the Eng'lish language of all wild rice bought, sold or processed by him 
during the period covered by his license showing the date of each transaction, 'the names 
and addresses of all other parties thereto, and the amount of wild rice involved, whether 
raw or pl·ocessed. Each such record shall be open for inspection by the conservation com­
mission 01' its agents at all reasonable times. All licensed wild rice dealers shall file such 
reports on their operations as wild rice dealers as are required by the commission. 

(6) PENALTIES. Any person, violating this section shall be punished pursuant to s. 
29.63 (1) (b) and (3). 

Hisfol'Y: 1961 c. 547. 

29.545 Removal of aquatic plants from waters. No person shall cut, harvest or 
remove wild rice, wild celery, sago or other aquatic plants of any variety whatsoever 
from Lakes Partridge, Partridge Crop, Poygan, Winneconne, Big Lake Butte des 
Morts, and the Wolf river from the mouth of the Rat river to its outlet from Big Lake 
Butte des Morts, and the Fox river from its junction with the Wolf river to where it 
empties into Lake Winnebago except that such growth of aquatic plants of any variety 
may be cut, removed 01' controlled in any portion of the above named waters on author­
ization from the conservation commission if the state board of health determines that 
they constitute a menace to public health, or by authorization from the conservation 
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commission to such extent and during such periods of the time as the conservation com­
mission may, with or without public hearing, determine that any such aquatic plants 
either are not reasonably necessary for propagation of fish or wilfUife or that property 
or esthetic values are unreasonably impaired, provided that such cutting or other con­
trol activities are conducted in compliance with the rules of the public service com­
mission so as not to create an obstacle or hazard to navig·ation. Such cutting, remov­
ing, controlling or harvesting of aquatic plants in the above named waters shall be done 
only by persons after obtaining from the conservation commission a written permit 
therefor, which shall be issued without charge. 

Hist01'Y: 1963 c. 218. 
See note to 144.53, citing 52 Atty. Gen. 380. 

29.546 Lotus and other wild flowers protected. (1) Any person who shall wilfully 
cut, root up, sever, injure, destroy, remove or carry away on or from public highway, 
public property or public waters or on or from the property of another, without the 
written permission of the owner or person entitled to possession, any American lotus, or 
who shall without such written permission wilfully sell, expose for sale or purchase any 
flowers, roots, seed pods, bulbs or whole plants of any American lotus so gathered or 
taken, shall be punished by imprisonment in the county jail not more than 6 months or 
by fine not exceeding $100. 

(2) Any person who shall wilfully root up, injure, destroy, remove or carry away on 
or from public highways, public property or property of another, without the written 
permission of the owner or person entitled to possession, any trailing arbutus (Epigaea 
repens) 01' any species of lady's-slipper (Cypripedium) or any members of the orchid 
family (Orchidaceae) trillium (Liliaceae) of any species or any American bittersweet or 
any pitcher-plants (Turk's caps) or any wood lilies, or who shall without such written 
permission wilfully sell, expose for sale or purchase any flowers, roots, seed pods, bulbs 
or whole plants of any trailing arbutus, lady's-slipper, trillium, American bittersweet, 
Turk's caps or wood lilies so gathered or taken shall, upon conviction, be punished by a 
fine of not to exceed $100 or by imprisonment in the county jail not to exceed 30 days. 
The provisions of subs. (1) and (2) of this section shall not prevent licensed nurseries 
from selling, shipping, or otherwise disposing of any of said plants or parts thereof 
when such plants have been officially inspected and certified according to s. 94.60. There 
shall be attached to or accompany the plants or parts thereof a copy of the nursery cer­
tificate issued such nursery and the same shall be prima facie evidence that the plants 
or parts thereof legally were taken or transported. 

(3) The state conservation commission and its deputies shall have the same police and 
enforcement powers in respect to this section as it has in respect to the provisions of 
ch. 29 of the statutes. It shall erect 01' cause to be erected in suitable places neal' public 
waters or public property where the American lotus is found or the restricted areas 
where the arbutus or lady's-slipper or trillium are prevalent, substantial and permanent 
signs warning all persons against violations of this section. It may also erect or cause to 
be erected similar signs on private property with the consent of the owner thereof. When 
the American lotus causes damage to property bordering on public waters, the commis­
sion may authorize the removal of all or part of the American lotus growing in such 
waters. 

29.55 Wild animals for parks. (1) The state conservation commission may, on 
application of any park board, grant permit to take, have, sell, bartel', or transport, at 
any time, live wild animals for park purposes. 

(2) The state conservation commission may, on application of any person, grant a 
permit to such person to take and transport wild animals for propagation within the state, 
under the supervision of the commission or its deputies. 

(3) No bona fide public zoo shall be subject to this section. 
(4) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary it is lawful for a bona 

fide public zoo. to have, purchase, barter or sell any live animal, domestic or foreign, to or 
with another bona fide public zoo, licensed deer farm or reputable animal dealer, within 
or without this state. 

29.56 Wild life refuge. No person shall at any time 01' in any manner hunt or trap 
within the boundaries of any wild life refuge, nor have in his possession or under his 
control therein, any gun or rifle unless the same is unloaded and knocked down 01' in­
closed within a carrying case. The taking of predatory game birds and animals shall be 
done as the conservation commission dil-ects. All state wild life refuge boundary lines 
shall be marked by posts placed at intervals of not over 500 feet and bearing signs with 
the words "Wisconsin Wild Life Refuge." 
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29,565 Animal wildlife exhibit. The conservation commission shall establish an 
animal wildlife exhibit where wild animals, allowed to roam at will, may be viewed by 
the public without charge on state owned lands over which the commission has jurisdic­
tion, 01' upon lands donated to the state for the purpose. The boundary of the area shall 
be marked by posts placed at)ntervals of not over 500 feet and bearing signs with the 
words "Wisconsin Wild Life Exhibit Area." The commission shall provide shelters 
thereon, for the honsing of the caretaker, and the sheltering, nursing and caring for 
orphaned wild animals, which shall be furnished by the commission, who may accept 
private donations of such animals. Such animals shall be sheltered and cared for until 
they are old enough to release, but by providing food and shelter efforts shall be made 
to induce the animals to return to the area year after year. 

(1) The COlli mission shall employ a caretaker with long experience with wild animals, 
preferably a retu'ed gallle warden, to manage the exhibit. 

(2) No person shall at any time or in any manner hunt or trap within the boundaries 
of the area, nor have in his possession or under his control therein, any gun or rifle unless 
it is unloaded and knocked down or enclosed in a Cal'l'yulg case. 

(3) The commission may promulgate rules for the effective accomplishment of the 
purposes of this section including the duration of the exhibition season. 

History. 1961 c. 536. 

29.57 Wild life refuges. (1) ESTABLISHMENT. 'i'he owner 01' owners of any tract, 
or contiguous tracts, of land comprising in the ag'g'l'egate not less than one hundred 
and sixty acres located outside the limits of any city 01' village, may apply to the state 
conservation commission for the establishment of said lands as a wild life refuge. ,,"'he 
commission may thereupon employ such means as it may deem wise to inform itself re­
garding the premises; and if, upon inspection, investigation, hearing, or otherwise, it shall 
appear to the satisfaction of the commission that the establishment of said lands as a wild 
life refuge will promote the conservation of one or more useful species or varieties native 
within this state, it may by order designate and establish the said lands as a wild life 
refuge. 

(2) SIGNS. Within thirty days after the date of such order the owner or owners of the 
said lands shall post or erect signs or notices as required and furnished by the state conser­
vation commission, proclaiming the establishment of said refuge. 

(3) PUBLICATION. No such order shall be effective until at least 30 days after the 
date of its issue; nor unless the commission has caused notice thereof to be published, as 
a class 3 notice, under ch. 985, in the county embracing the lands. Thereupon the said 
lands shall be a wildlife refuge, and shall so remain for a period of not less than 5 years, 
from and after the date of effect stated in said order. 

(4) ABSOLUTE PROTECTION. No owner of lands embraced within any such wildlife 
refuge, and no other person whatever, shall hunt 01' trap within the boundaries of any 
wildlife refuge, state park except deer on Rock Island state park, or state fish hatchery 
lands; nor have in his possession or under his control therern any gun or rifle, unless the 
same is unloaded and knocked down or enclosed within its carrying case; but nothing 
herein shall prohibit, prevent or interfere with the state conservation commission, or its 
deputies, agents or employes, in the destruction of injurious animals. 
. (5) ANIMALS PROCURED BY CO:HMISSION. The state conservation commission may place 
within any such wild life refuge, for the purpose of propagation, wild animals of any 
species or variety. . 

HistOI'Y' 1965 c. 252, 283. 

29.571 Horicon marsh game preserve, fur farm, hatchery, dams. (1) A wild life 
refuge, game preserve and fur farm shall be established on the Horicon marsh in Dodge 
county under the supervision of the conservation commission. 

(2) The conservation commission may, in its discretion, establish a fish hatchery in con­
nection with such wildlife refuge. 

(3) The conservation commission shall purchase or acquire by condemnation proceed­
ings the land known as the Horicon marsh, or as much thereof as it deems necessary, and 
may construct such buildings thereon and provide such equipment as is reasonably required 
to carry out the purposes of this section. 

(4) The conservation commission is authorized to construct and maintain a dam or 
dams in or neal' the city of Horicon, to control and regulate the flood waters on Rock river, 
and to l'estore the public waters of Rock river on Horicon marsh to the natural levels exist­
ing prior to the private drainage of the same. 

(5) All proceeds derived from the fur £a11n on the Horicon marsh and all other 



29.571 FISH AND GAME 506 

income from said state property shall be paid, within one week after receipt, into the 
conservation fnnd of the state treasury. 

History: 1963 c. 400. 

29.573 Pheasant farms; commission control; shooting license. (1) The conserva­
tion commission is hereby authorized to issue licenses for shooting preserves and the re­
leasing, shooting, possession and use of pheasants thereon when in the judgment of the 
commission operations under such licenses will result in a net increase in the supply of 
pheasants in the state, and will otherwise be in the public interest. A fee of five dollars 
shall be collected for each such license when the area for which the license is granted shall 
be three hundred twenty acres or less, and the fee shall be ten dollars when the area is in 
excess of three hundred twenty acres. All such licenses shall expire on June thirtieth of 
each year. C>_ 

(2) No license shall be granted unless the applicant owns or has under lease the area 
for which the license is granted. Boundaries of the area licensed shall be defined and 
posted as prescribed by the conservation commission. 

(3) The conservation commission shall determine the minimum number of pheasants 
to be released for shooting purposes on the licensed premises and fix the time limits during 
which said birds may be hunted. 

(4) (a) Until the release of said pheasants shall have been certified to and accepted by 
the commission it shall be unlawful to shoot, attempt to shoot 01' to otherwise take pheas­
ants on premises licensed under this section, but when said release shall have been certified 
fmd accepted by the commission, and when such persons are otherwise lawfully entitled to 
hunt small game, the licensee and such other persons as he may designate may hunt on the 
licensed premises, have in possession, and dispose of such pheasants by gift. 

(b) A full record covering each item of pheasant shot on the licensed premises shall be 
kept by the licensee 01' his designated agent, and a copy of this record under oath shall be 
filed with the conservation commission not later than June thirtieth of each year, and 
no such license shall be renewed until such record for the preceding year shall have been 
filed with and accepted by the commission. 

(c ) No pheasant of the species licensed shall be removed from the said licensed prem­
ises until there shall have been securely attached to each bird a metallic seal, the type and 
design of which shall be designated by the commission, and such seal shall remain attached 
to said birds until they are finally prepared for consumption. Such seal shall be supplied 
by the commission at a cost of five cents each. 

(5) Only dead birds which have been killed by shooting shall be removed from prem­
ises licensed under this section, and it shall be unlawful to sell or attempt to sell or to buy 
or attempt to buy any such birds. 

(6) (a) The conservation commission is authorized to make such rules as shall be 
necessary to carry out the intents and purposes of this section, but no rule shall require 
that an application or report be notarized. 

(b) Any person violating any of the above provisions shall be guilty of a misdemeanor 
and on conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of not less than one hundred dollal's 
1101' more than three hundred dollars for each offense or by imprisonment in the county 
.iail for a period not exceeding thirty days, 01' by both such fine and imprisonment in the 
discretion of the court. 

(7) Any person other than the licensee, his agents 01' persons having permission 
from the licensee who are otherwise qualified under ch. 29 to hunt thereon, who hunts 
or shoots pheasants upon any lands described in any such license, is liable for all 
damage which he may do to said preserve or the pheasants and property thereon, but all 
actions for such trespass shall be brought by such licensee. 

Hi"tory, 1961 c. 77; 1963 c. 367; 1965 c. 503. 

29.574 Game bird and animal farms. (1) The owner or lessee of any lands within 
the state suitable for the breeding and propagating of upland game or ornamental birds, 
waterfowl, shorebirds, rabbits, hares and squilTels, or such additional species as may be 
approved by the conservation commission shall have the right upon complying with the 
provisions of this section, to establish, operate and maintain a. game bird and animal 
farm for the purpose of breeding, propagating, killing and selling game birds and game 
animals on such lands, the acreage and size of which shall be determined by the conserva­
tion commission. Such game bird and animal farm must be completely enclosed by a 
fence. All waterfowl bred, propagated or held on a game bird and animal farm licensed 
pursuant to this section shall be enclosed within a covered enclosure by the licensee 
throughout the open season for hunting waterfowl in the state when written or oral no­
tice is given to the licensee by the conserva.tion commission or its agents. 
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(2) Such owner 01' lessee desiring to establish, operate and maintain a game bird and 
animal farm in conformity with this section, shall file with the conservation commission a 
verified declaration, describing the lands which such applicant for a license desires to use 
for the purpose of breeding and propagating such game birds or animals and setting 
forth also the title and leasehold of the applicant and the number of acres embraced in 
said tract. 

(3) Upon the filing of such declaration the conservation commission shall forthwith 
investigate the same and may require the applicant to produce satisfactory evidence of 
the facts therein stated. It will be necessary for the licensee to purchase all wild game 
within the boundaries of the proposed farm of the species designated in the license, and 
to effect this purpose the conservation commission thereupon shall appoint one man, the 
applicant one man, and these two shall select a third man, the three to act as a board to 
go upon the lands embraced within the proposed license and determine as neal' as possible 
the number of wild birds and animals of the desired species thereon at the time of the 
granting of the license. The necessary expenses of all of the members of such board 
shall be paid by the licensee. Within thirty days after the date of such determination 
as accepted by the conservation commission, the licensee shall pay to the conservation com­
mission a specified sum as may be determined by the commission for those species of wild 
birds or wild animals on the said lands that are desired for propagation purposes, the 
title of which rests in the state. If upon such examination it shall appear that the appli­
cant is the owner or lessee of said lands, and the applicant intends in good faith to 
establish, operate and maintain a game bird and animal farm, the commission shall inform 
him that as soon as he has built a suitable fence around the area to be included within the 
license, it will issue the same. Said fence shall be built as the conservation commission 
may direct. After the complete installation of such fence and after the commission has 
satisfied itself that it is satisfactory and complies with the law, it shall issue a license to 
the applicant describing such lands, and certifying that the licensee is lawfully entitled 
to use the same for the breeding, propagating, killing and selling of such game birds and 
animals thereon according to the provisions of this section. I'1hen such license has been 
gTanted, the licensee shall become the owner of all such game birds or animals thereon of 
the species licensed and of all of their offspring actually produced thereon and remaining 
thereon, subject however to the jurisdiction of the conservation commission over all game. 

(3m) No game bird and animal farm license shall be issued after May 24, 1961, other 
than those already in operation for any area less than one-quarter mile from the exterior 
boundaries of an appl'oved state or federal wildlife area, public hunting grounds or 
refuge which is managed in whole or in part for pheasants. All lands lmder one license 
shall be contiguous. This section shall not prohibit the licensing of game bird and animal 
farms within one-quarter mile of approved state or fedel'al wildlife areas, public hunting 
grounds, or refuges provided such licensed farms are completely enclosed, including an 
enclosed top of woven wire with mesh not larger than 6 inches. 

(3n) Within 30 days after the date of the issuance of any such license, the licensee 
shall erect posts or stakes at intervals of not more than 80 rods along the boundary of 
the land embraced in said license, wherever the same is not already enclosed, and shall 
post and maintain, upon said posts, stakes or other encloslU'e, notices proclaiming the 
establishment of a game bird and animal farm. Such notices shall be furnished by the 
conservation commission to the licensee at cost. 

( 4) The holder of any such license shall pay an initial license fee of five dollars. Such 
license shall expire on December thirty-first of each year, but may be renewed each yeal' 
upon the payment by the licensee of the renewal license fee of two dollars. 

(5) Such license shall be prima facie evidence in all courts and proceedings of the 
lawful right of the licensee therein named, his or its successors or assigns, for the term 
of the license, to establish and operate such a game bird and animal farm upon said prem­
ises, and shall entitle the licensee therein named or his successors or assigns, to the ex­
clusive right for and during said term to breed and propagate such game birds and animal, 
thereon, and to the exclusive and sole ownership of any property in aU such licensed game 
birds and animals caught or taken therefrom. 

(6) (a) Such game birds and animals, except waterfowl, may be taken at any timc 
in any manner by persons qualified under this chapter to hunt thereon. Waterfowl may 
only be taken pursuant to the rules adopted by the conservation commission and in effect 
governing the hunting of waterfowl, except that upon written application the commission 
may authorize the taking of hand-reared mallards at any time within the bOlmdaries of 
a licensed game bird and animal farm in numbers not to exceed those liberated 01' propa­
gated when it appears to the satisfaction of the commission that only mallards liberated 
or propagated by thelicense(J will be taken on such farm. The applicant shall certify 
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to the commission that mallards liberated 01' propagated for shooting were produced and 
reared in captivity and are more than 2 generations removed from the wild. Hand-reared 
mallards shall not be released for shooting purposes l1l11ess such mallards have first been 
identified as the conservation commission directs. Mallards confined to wholly enclosed 
pens or building's may be taken within such pens 01' buildings at any time and in any 
numbers. No such game bird 01' animal or mallards killed on such farm and no live game 
bird 01' animal 01' mallards to be consumed as food shall be removed therefrom until there 
has been securely fastened to each bird 01' animal a band 01' tag furnished by the commis­
sion to the licensee at cost. Such band 01' tag shall remain attached to the bird or animal 
until prepared for consumption. Live birds and animals may be sold or transported. 
Each container carrying such live birds 01' animals shall have attached thereto a band 01' 

tag as set forth above. 
(c) Whenever any such bird 01' animal shall be consumed for food, the tag attached 

to such bird 01' animal shall be kept in evidence until such bird or animal is consumed. 
(7) .Any person other than the licensee, his bona fide regular employes, 01' persons 

having permission from the licensee who are otherwise qualified under chapter 29 to hunt 
thereon, who shall hunt or shoot game birds 01' animals upon any lands described in any 
such license, shall be liable to the licensee in the sum of one hundred dollars, in addition to 
all damage which he may do to said farm or to the game birds 01' animals, and property 
thereon, but all actions for such trespass shall be brought by such licensee. 

(8) (a) On 01' before January 10 of each year, each such licensee shall make a re­
port to the conservation commission, covering the period from January 1 to December 31 
of the previous year, upon blanks furnished by the commission, stating the number and 
kinds of game birds 01' animals killed and sold and live game birds 01' animals sold 
during such period. 

(b) The state conservation commission 01' its deputies shall have the right and power 
to inspect such game bird and animal farms or the books of such farms at any and all 

. times when they ma.y think the need requires it. 
(9) .Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this section shall be punished 

by a fine of not less than $25 or more than $50. 
History: 1961 c. 77, 307; 1965 c. 249, 503. 

29.575 Muskrat farms. (1) The owner 01' lessee of any lands within the state of 
Wisconsin suitable for the breeding and propagating of muskrats shall have the right up­
on complying with the provi~ions of this section to establish, operate and maintain on 
3uch lands a muskrat farm, for the purpose of breeding, propagating, trapping and deal­
ing in muskrats. 

(2) Such owner 01' lessee desiring to establish, operate and maintain a muskrat farm 
in conformity with this section, shall file with the conservation commission a verified 
declaration describing the lands which such applicant for a license desires to use for the 
purpose of breeding and propagating muskrats, and setting fmth also the title 01' lease­
hold of the applicant and the number of acres embraced in said tract. 

(3) Upon the filing of such declaration the conservation commission shall forthwith in­
vestigate the same and may require the applicant to produce satisfactory evidence of the 
facts therein stated. If upon such examination it shall appear that the applicant is the 
owner or lessee of said lands, and that the applicant intends in good faith to establish, 
operate and maintain a muskrat farm, the commission shall issue a license to the applicant 
describing such lands, and certifying that the licensee is lawfully entitled to use the same 
for the breeding, propagating, trapping and dealing in of muskrats thereon. 

(4) Thereupon the commission shall appoint one man, the applicant one man, and 
these 2 shall select a third man to act as a board to go upon the lands embraced within 
the license, and determine as near as possible the number of muskrats thereon at the 
time of the granting of the license. The necessary expenses of all of the members of 
such board shall be paid by the licensee. Within 10 days after the date of such deter­
mination, the licensee shall pay to the conservation commission 50 cents for each muskrat 
so found on such lands. When such payment has been made the licensee shall become the 
owner of all of the muskrats on said lands and of all of their offspring remaining thereon. 
He shall have the right to manage and control said lands and the rats thereon, to take 
and trap the same at any time or in any manner which he sees fit and deems to the best 
advantage of his business, and to sell and transport at any time said muskrats or the 
pelts taken from them. 

(5) The holder of any such license shall pay an annual license fee of $5. 
(6) Within 30 days after the clate of the issuance of any such license, the licensee 

shall erect Jposts or stakes at intervals of not more than 80 rods along the bOlll1dary of the 
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land embraced in said license, wherever the same are not already enclosed, and shall post 
and maintain upon said posts, stakes or other enclosures notices proclaiming the estab­
lishment of a muskrat farm. Such notices shall be furnished by the conservation com­
mission to the licensee at cost. 

(7) Such license shall be prima facie evidence in all courts and proceedings of the 
lawful right of the licensee therein named, his or its successors or assigns, for the term of 
the license, to establish and operate a muskrat farm upon said premises, and shall entitle 
the licensee therein named or his successors or assigns, to the exclusive right for and dur­
ing said term to breed and propagate muskrats thereon, and to the exclusive and sole 
ownership of any property in all muskrats caught or taken therefrom. Such licenses shall 
expire on the thirty-first of December of each year, but may be renewed from year to yeal' 
upon payment by the licensee of the annual license fee. 

(8) Any person other than the licensee or his agents who shall hunt or trap muskrats 
upon any lands described in any such license, shall be liable to the licensee in the sum of 
twenty-five dollars, in addition to all damage which he may do to said farm or to the rats 
and property thereon, but all actions for such trespass shall be brought by such licensee. 

(9) On or about January 1 of each year, each such licensee shall make a report to the 
conservation commission, covering the period from January 1 to December 31 of the 
previous year, upon blanks furnished by the commission, stating the number of his 
license and the total lUllnber and value of muskrats killed, transported or sold from said 
llIuskrat fal'ln, and such other information as the commission requires. 

(10 ) Nothing in this section shall be construed to affect any public right of hunting, 
trapping, fishing' or navigation except as herein expressly provided. No muskrats on 
licensed farms shall be killed at any time by gunshot or spear. 

History: 1961 c. 307; 1963 c. 298; 1965 c. 503. 

29.576 Beaver farms. (1) The owner or lessee of any lands within the state of 
Wisconsin suitable for the breeding and propagating of beavers shall have the right upon 
complying with the provisions of this section to establish, operate and maintain on such 
lands a beaver farm, for the purpose of breeding, propagating, trapping and dealing in 
beavers. . 

(2) Such owner 01' lessee desiring to establish, operate and maintain a beaver farm 
in conformity with this section, shall file with the conservation commission a verified decla­
ration describing the lands which such applicallt for a license desires to use for the pur­
pose of breeding and propagating beavers, and setting forth also the title or leasehold of 
the applicant and the number of acres embraced in said tract. 

(3) Upon the filing of such declaration the conservation commission shall forthwith 
investigate the same and may require the applicant to produce satisfactory evidence of 
the facts therein stated. If upon such examination it shall appear that the applicant is 
the owner or lessee of said lands, and that the applicant intends in good faith to establish, 
operate and maintain a beaver farm, the commission shall issue a license to the applicant, 
describing such lands, and certifying that the licensee is lawfully entitled to use the same 
for the breeding, propagating', trapping and dealing in of beavers thereon. 

(4) Thereupon the commission shall appoint one man, the applicant one man, and 
these two shall select a third man, the three to act as a board to go upon the lands em­
braced within the license and determine as neal' as possible the number of beavers thereon 
at the time of the granting of the license. The necessary expenses of all of the members 
of such board shall be paid by the licensee. vYithin ten days after the date of such de­
termination, the licensee shall pay to the conservation commission two dollars and fifty 
cents for each beaver so found on such lands. When such payment has been made the 
licensee shall become the owner of all of the beavers on said lands and of all of their 
offspring remaining thereon. He shall have the right to manage and control said lands 
and the beavers thereon, and after July 1, 1925, to take and trap the same at any time' 
or in any manner which he sees fit and deems to the best advantage of his business, and 
to sell and transport at any time after July 1, 1925, said beavers or the pelts taken from 
them. All such pelts so transported shall be tagged with a tag to be furnished by the 
conservation commission to the licensee at cost, not exceeding one cent each. Such tags 
shall be numbered to correspond with the number of the license held by the licensee. 

(5) The holder of any such license shall pay an annual license fee of $3.75 for any 
such farm of 10 acres or under, and an additional fee for any additional land actually de­
voted to beaver farming as follows: 22Y2 cents per acre for the next 30 acres; 15 cents 
pel' acre for the next 40 acres and 7Y2 cents pel' acre for any additional land so used. 
Where such a farm is operated in conjunction with a licensed muskrat farm then only the 
annual license fee for operating the beaver farm must be paid but no additional acre­
age fee is required. No license shall be issued unless the applicant shall execute and 
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deliver to the conservation commission a bond in a penal sum of not less than $100 nor 
more than $300 within the discretion of the commission, conditioned that he will conduct 
::,uch beaver farm for a period of not less than 2 breeding seasons; that if at any time 
he shall discontinue said beaver farm he will have thereon as many beavers as were 
estimated to be thereon at the time the investigation was made under the provisions of 
subsection (4), and that the applicant will not dynamite 01' otherwise injure the beaver 
dam 01' destroy the beaver colony. Such bond shall run to the state and any actio1l thereon 
shall be begun in the name of the state, under the direction of the attorney-general. 

(6) W"ithin 30 days after the date of the issuance of any such license, the licensee 
shall erect posts or stakes at intervals of not more than 80 rods along the boundary of' 
the lands embraced in said license, whenever the same are not already enclosed, and shall 
post and maintain Up01l said posts, stakes or other enclosures, notices proclaiming the 
establishment of a beaver farm. Such notices shall be furnished by the conservation com­
mission to the licensee at cost. 

(7) Such license shall be prima facie evidence in all courts and proceedings of the 
lawful right of the licensee therein named, his 01' its successors or assigns, for the term of 
t~e license, to establish and operate a beaver farm upon said premises, and shall entitle 
the licensee therein named 01' his successors 01' assigns, to the exclusive right for and dur­
ing said term to breed and propagate beavers thereon, and to the exclusive and sole own­
ership of any property in all beavers caught 01' taken therefrom. Such licenses shall ex­
pire on the thirty-first of December of each year, but may be renewed from year to year 
upon payment by the licensee of the annual license fee. 

(8) Any person other than the licensee or his agents who shall hunt or trap beavers 
upon any lands described in any such license, shall be liable to the licensee ill the sum of 
twenty-five dollars in addition to all damag'e which he may do to said farm or to the 
beavers and property thereon, but all actions for such trespass shall be brought by such 
licensee. 

(9) On or about January 1 of each year, each such licensee shall make a report to 
the conservation commission, covering the period from January 1 to December 31 of the 
previous year, upon blanks furnished by the commission, stating the number of his 
license and the total number and value of beavers killed, transported or sold from said 
beaver farm, and such other. information as the commission requires. 

(10) Nothing in this section shall be construed to affect any public right of hunting, 
trapping, fishing or navigating, except as herein expressly provided. 

HIstory: 1961 c. 307; 1965 c. 503; 

29.577 Otter, raccoon and skunk farms. (1) The owner or lessee of any lands 
within the state of Wisconsin suitable for the breeding and propagating of otter, raccoon 
01' skunk shall have the right upon complying with the provisions of this section to estab­
lish, operate and maintain on such lands an otter, raccoon 01' skunk farm, for the pur­
pose of breeding, propagating, trapping and dealing in otter, raccoon or skunk. 

(2) Such owner 01' lessee desiring to establish, operate and maintain an otter, raccoon 
or skunk farm in conformity with this section, shall file with the conservation commis­
sion a verified declaration, describing the lands which such applicant for a license desires 
to use for the purpose of breeding and propagating otter, raccoon or skunk, and setting 
forth also the title 01' leasehold of the applicant and the number of acres embraced in 
said tract. He shall also set forth the number of otter, raccoon or skunk in his possession, 
and that he obtained them in a lawful manner. 

(3) Upon the filing of such declaration the conservation commission shall forthwith 
investigate the same and may require the applicant to produce satisfactory evidence of 
the facts therein stated. If upon such examination it shall appeal' that the applicant is 
the owner or lessee of said lands, and that the applicant intends in good faith to establish, 
operate and maintain an otter, raccoon 01' skunk farm, the commission shall issue a license 
to the applicant describing such lands and certifying that the licensee is lawfully entitled 
to use the same for the breeding, propagating, trapping and dealing in of otter, raccoon 
or skunk thereon. 

(3m) Thereupon the commisson shall appoint one man, the licensee shall appoint one 
man, and these 2 shall select a third man, said 3 men to act as a board to go upon the 
lands embraced within the license, and determine as near as possible the number of otter, 
raccoon or skunk thereon at the time of the granting of the license. The necessary ex­
penses of all of the members of such board shall be paid by the licensee. Within 10 days 
after the date of such determination, the licensee shall pay to the conservation commission 
$2.50 for each otter and $1 for each raccoon and $1 for each skunk so found on such 
lands. When such payment has been made the licensee shall become the owner of all of 
the otter, raccoon or skunk on said lands and of their offspring remaining thereon. He 
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shall have the right to manage and control said lands and the otter, raccoon or skunk 
thereon, to take and trap the same at any time or in any manner which he see fit and 
deems to the best advantage of his business, and to sell and transport at any time said 
otter, raccoon or skunk or the pelts taken from them. 

(4) When such license has been granted the licensee shall become the owner of all the 
otter, raccoon or skunk on said lands and of all their offspring remaining thereon. He 
shall have the right to manage and control said lands and the otter, raccoon or skunks 
thereon, to take and trap the same at any time or in any manner which he sees fit and 
deems to the best advantage of his business, and to sell and transport at any time said 
otter, raccoon or skunk or the pelts taken from them. All such pelts so transported shall 
be tagged with a tag to be furnished by the conservation commission to the licensee at 
cost, not exceeding one cent each. Such tags shall be numbered to correspond with the 
number of the license held by the licensee. 

(5) The holder of any such license shall pay an annual license fee of $3.75 for any 
such farm of 10 acres or under, and an additional fee of 37112 cents pel' acre for any 
additional land actually devoted to otter, raccoon or skunk farming. Where such a 
farm is operated in conjunction with a licensed muskrat farm then only the annual 
license for operating an otter, raccoon and skunk farm must be paid, and no additional 
acreage fee is required. 

(6) Within 30 days after the date of the issuance of any such license the licensee 
shall erect posts or stakes at intervals of not more than 80 rods along the boundary of 
the lands embraced in said license, wherever the same are not already enclosed, and shall 
post and maintain upon said posts, stakes or other enclosures, notices proclaiming the 
establishment of an otter, raccoon or skunk farm. Such notices shall be furnished by the 
conservation commission to the licensee at cost. 

(7) Such license shall be prima facie evidence in all courts and proceedings of the 
lawful right of the licensee therein named, his or its successors or assigns, for the term of 
the license, to establish and operate an otter, raccoon or skunk farm upon said premises, 
and shall entitle the licensee therein named or his successors or assigns, to the exclusive 
l'ight for and during said term to breed and propagate otter, raccoon or skunk thereon, 
and to the exclusive and sole ownership of any property in all otter, raccoon or skunk 
caught or taken therefrom. Such licenses shall expire on December 31 of each year, but 
may be renewed from year to year upon payment by the licensee of the annual license fee. 

(8) Any person other than the licensee or his agents who shall hunt 01' trap otter, 
raccoon or skunk upon any lands described in any such license, shall be liable to the 
licensee in the sum of $25 in addition to all damage which he may do to said farm or to 
the otter, raccoon or skunk and property thereon, but all actions for such trespass shall 
be brought by such licensee. 

(9) On or about January 1 of each year, each such licensee shall make a report to 
the conservation commission, covering the period from January 1 to December 31 of the 
previous year, upon blanks furnished by the commission, stating the number of his 
license and the total number and value of otter, raccoon or skunk killed, transported 01' 

sold from said otter, I'accoon or skunk farm, and such other information as the commis­
sion requires. 

(10) Nothing in this section shall be construed to affect any public right of hunting, 
trapping, fishing or navigation except as herein expressly provided. 

HistorYI 1961 c. 307; 1963 c. 298; 1965 c. 503. 

29.578 Deer farms; venison serving permits. (1) The owner or lessee of any lands 
within the state of Wisconsin suitable for breeding and propagating of deer shall have 
the rig'ht upon complying' with the provisions of this section to establish, operate and 
maintain a deer farm for the purpose of breeding, propagating, killing and selling deer 
on such lands, the acreage and size of which shall be determined by the conservation 
commission. Such deer farm must be completely inclosed by a fence. Any streams 
whether meandered 01' not, flowing into 01' out of an inclosed deer farm, and of a 
swampy, marshy or boggy character and not navigable in fact at all times of the year 
by ordinary boats or pleasure craft, and which are not of any substantial beneficial use 
to the public, shall not be considered navigable so as to prevent erection and mainte­
nance over them, of the type of fence prescribed and permitted by this section. 

(2) Such owner or lessee desiring to establish, operate and maintain a deer farm in 
conformity with this section shall file with the conservation commission a verified declara­
tion, describing the lands which such applicant for a license desires to use for the purpose 
of breeding and propagating deer and setting forth also the title or leasehold of the appli­
cant and the number of acres embraced in said tract. 
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(3) Upon the filing of such declaration the conservation commission shall forthwith 
investigate the same and may require the applicant to produce satisfactory evidence of 
the facts therein stated. Upon receipt of such declaration the commission shall determine 
as neal' as possible the number of deer on such lands. The necessary expenses of such 
investigation shall be paid by the licensee. 

(4) The licensee shall pay to the conservation commission twenty-five dollars for each 
deer so found on such lands. When such payment has been made and the license issued, 
the licensee shall become the owner of all deer on said lands and of all their offspring. 
He shall have the right to manage and control said lands and the deer thereon, to kill and 
sell the same as provided by this section. If upon examination it shall appeal' that the 
applicant is the owner or lessee of said lands, and that the applicant intends in good faith 
to establish, operate and maintain a deer farm, the commission may inform him that as 
soon as he has built a suitahle deer fence aronnd the area to he included within the license, 
it will issue the same. Said deer-tight fence shall be built in accordance with specifica­
tions prescrihed by the conservation commission; provided, the commission may issue a 
license for such deer farms heretofore established if the fence actually inclosing said farm 
is in fact sufficient to hold deer therein. After the complete installation of such fence and 
after the commission has satisfied itself that it is satisfactory and complies with the law, 
it may issue a license to the applicant describing such lands, and certifying that the licensee 
is lawfully entitled to use the same for the breeding, pl'opag'ating, killing and selling of 
deer thereon according to the provisions of this section. 

(5) The holder of any such license shall pay an annual license fee of twenty-five dol­
lars. Such license shall expire on December thirty-first of each year, but shall he renewed 
each year if the licensee has not violated any of the provisions under which it was granted. 

(6) Such license shall be prima facie evidence in all courts and proceedings of the 
lawful right of the licensee therein named, his or its successors or assigns, for the term of 
the license, to establish and operate a deer farm upon said premises, and shall entitle the 
licensee therein named or his successors or assigns, to the exclusive right for and during 
said term to breed and propagate deer thereon, and to the exclusive and sole ownership 
of any property in all deer caught or taken therefrom. 

(7) Deer on a deer farm shall be killed only hy the licensee or his bona fide regular 
employes except that on licensed deer farms, not less than 10 acres in area, deer may he 
killed hy persons expressly authorized hy the licensee who are otherwise qualified under 
this chapter to hunt deer; and all such deer killed shall he distinctly tagg'ed with a tag 
to he furnished by the commission to the licensee at cost not exceeding 5 cents each. The 
licensee shall pay to the commission $1 for each deer so killed. Before any deer on a 
licensed deer farm shall he killed, the licensee shall notify the conservation commission or 
one of its representatives in advance of the taking of such deer, and the conservation 
commission or its representatives shall make acknowledgment of receipt of said notice 
and such acknowledgment when received by the licensee shall he his authOl'ity for taking' 
deer. The conservation commission or any of its duly authorized representatives may 
be present while the taking of such deer is in progress. 

(8) After a deer is so killed and tagged the entire carcass only shall be sold and trans­
ported, except as provided in subsection (14). The tag must remain on the carcass while 
in transit and until same is consumed. 

(9) Such licensee may sell and transport live deer providing that the conservation 
commission or one of its representatives be notified in advance of the shipment of such 
deer, and the conservation commission or its representatives shall make acknowledgment 
of receipt of said notice and smh acknowledgment when received by the licensee shall be 
his authority for shipping deer. The licensee shall pay to the commission $1 for each live 
deer sold, and each crate or conveyance carrying such live deer must have a special tag 01' 

tags attached thereto for each live deer transported therein, showing that it is a deer from 
a deer farm. The data on such tag or tags shall be entered in ink or indelible pencil and 
such tag or tags shall be retained by the purchaser of said live deer. Such tags shall be 
furnished by the conservation commission, its deputies or agents. 

(10) Any person other than the licensee or his employes who shall hunt or trap deer 
upon any lands described in any such license shall be liable to the licensee in the sum of 
one hundred dollars in addition to all damage which he may do to said farm or to the deer 
and property thereon, but all actions for such trespass shall he brought by such licensee. 

(11) Each license shall be accepted by the licensee upon the condition that he will 
comply with all the provisions of this section and with all provisions of law and that he 
will honestly operate said deer farm for the purpose of propagating deer; that the title 
to the deer in the inclosure for which a license has been granted and for which the appli­
cant has paid the state at the rate of twenty-five dollars per deer, shall be conditional upon 
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the applicant and licensee honestly and fairly complying with the provisions of this sec­
tion and provisions of law relating to the operation of deer farms; and in the action to 
revoke the license of said licensee, or to establish his unfitness to further operate said deer 
farm, the court, in the judgment, in the event it is determined that the applicant and 
licensee has violated the provisions of this section and the provisions of law relating to the 
operation of deer farms, shall provide that the title to all of the deer within said inclosure 
together with all of the increase therefrom be forfeited to the state; that the said tract of 
land shall not be used for a deer farm for a period of five years and until a new license 
therefor, after said five years, has been issued by the conservation commission as provided 
in this section; that the conservation commission shall within thirty days of the notice of 
entry of judgment enter upon said tract and open the said fences in such a manner as to 
give the inclosed animals free egress and may drive the said animals out of the inclosure 
if in the opinion of the conservation commission it is for the best interests of the state; 
said lands for which said license has been forfeited may be used by the owner thereof for 
all lawful purposes except the propagating of deer during said time, and during said five 
year period said lands shall be a sa·nctuary and no hunting or trapping of any kind or 
character shall be practiced therein or thereon. The said conservation commission shall in 
such event duly post notices thereof at intervals of ten rods around the entire tract. 

(12) On or before January 1 of each year, each such licensee shall make a report 
to the conservation commission, covering the period from January 1 to December 31 of 
the previous year, upon blanks furnished by the commission, stating the number of deer 
killed and sold and live deer sold during said period, the names and addresses of the 
persons to whom the same were sold and the dates of shipment. 

(13) The state conservation commission or its deputies shall have the right and power 
to inspect such deer farms or the books of such deer farms at any and all times when they 
may think the need requires it. 

(14) (a) Any person who may wish to barter, sell or otherwise deal in the carcasses 
or parts of deer taken from deer farms must first purchase from the conservation com­
mission a license for so doing. The fee for such license shall be $50 for each year and 
shall expire on December 31. Each carcass or part thereof of such deer that may be 
sold by such person under such license must have a distinctive tag attached thereto that 
will be furnished them by the state conservation commission at 5 cents each. Special 
permits for a limited time to retail a venison lawfully killed and sold in the carcass to any 
retailer of meats may be issued by the conservation commission in its discretion, the fee 
for which shall be $5 for each deer so sold. 

(b) Any person may serve venison obtained from a deer farm licensed under this 
section provided he has a permit therefor from the conservation commission. The appli­
cation for the permit shall be in such form and require such information as the commis­
sion requires and be accompanied with a permit fee of. $5. If the .colllll1ission after 
investigation is satisfied that the application is satisfactory it shall issue a serving permit 
conditioned as follows: 

1. It shall be valid for a period of not to exceed 30 days from the date of issuance. 
2. It shall be exhibited in a conspicuous place in the premises where such venison is 

retained and served. 
3. It shall contain the name and address of the applicant together with the name and 

address of the premises where the venison will be retained and served, together with 
the source of the venison, the sex, approximate weight and deer farm tag numbers of the 
carcass, the deer farm tag to remain with the venison until consumed. 

4. The permittee agrees to record immediately upon possession all additional venison, 
purchased, possessed or served during the permit period in the space provided therefor 
on the permit. 

5. The permittee agrees that the conservation commission, or its agents, shall have 
the right to inspect the premises where such venison is retained or served. 

( c) Each permittee under par. (b) shall file a verified report to the commission 
within 30 days after the expiration of the permit containing such information regarding 
the operations under the permit as the commission requires on forms furnished by the 
commission. 

(15) Any person who shall unlawfully and without the permission of the owner, hunt 
within the enclosure of said deer farm or who shall violate any of the provisions of. this 
section shall be punished by a fine of not less than $100 nor more than $200 or byimpris­
onment in the county jail not less than 60 days nor more than 6 months, or by both: such 
fine and imprisonment. 

(16) The conservation commission is hereby authorized to sell to owners of licenses 
hereunder· for propagating purposes, fawns and deer at a price to be fixed by the commis­
sion not exceeding twenty-five dollars each, and the said commission is directed to make 
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all necessary orders, rules and regulations not inconsistent herewith, carrying out the pro­
visions hereof to the end that the industry may be encouraged. 

History I 1965 c. 503. 

29.579 Domestic fur-bearing animals. The breeding, raising and producing in cap­
tivity, and the marketing, by the producer, of foxes, fitch, nutria, marten, fisher, mink, 
chinchilla, rabbit or caracul, as live animals, or as animal pelts or carcasses shall be 
deemed an agricultural pursuit, and all such animals so raised in captivity shall be 
deemed domestic animals, subject to all the laws of the state with reference to possession, 
ownership and taxation as are at any time applicable to domestic animals. All pel'sons 
engaged in the foregoing Il.ctivities are farmers and engaged in farming for all statutory 
purposes. 

29.58 Mink farms on muskrat farm lands. (1) The owner 01' lessee of any 
licensed muskrat farm under s. 29.575 shall have the right, upon complying with the pro­
visions of this section, to establish upon such muskrat farm lands, a mink farm, for the 
purpose of breeding, propagating, trapping and controlling nondomesticated mink 
thereon. 

(2) Such owner 01' lessee desiring to establish, operate and maintain a mink farm in 
conformity with this section, shall file with the conservation commission a verified decla­
ration describing the lands which such applicant for a license desires to use for the pur­
pose of breeding and propagating or controlling nondomesticated mink, and setting forth 
also the title 01' leasehold of the applicant and the number of acres embraced in the tract. 

(3) Upon the filing of the declaration, the conservation commission shall forthwith 
investigate the same and may require the applicant to produce satisfactory evidence of 
the facts therein stated. If upon such examination it appears that the applicant is the 
owner 01' lessee of said lands, and that the applicant intends in good faith to establish, 
operate and maintain a mink farm, the commission shall issue a license to the applicant 
describing such lands, and certifying that the licensee is lawfully entitled to use the same 
for the breeding, propagating, trapping of and dealing with mink. 

(4) Thereupon the commission shall appoint one man and the applicant one man, 
and these 2 shall select a third man, the 3 men to act as a board to go upon the lands 
embraced within the license, and determine as neal' as possible the number of nondomesti­
cated mink thereon at the time of the granting of the license. Such estimates shall only 
be made during that part of the year when there is snow on the ground. The necessary 
expenses of the members of such board shall be paid by the licensee. Within 10 days 
after the date of such determination, the licensee shall pay to the conservation commis­
sion $2.50 for each mink so found on such lands. When such payment has been made the 
licensee shall become the owner of all of the mink on said lands and of all of their off­
spring remaining thereon. He has the right to manage and control said lands and the 
mink thereon, to take and trap the same at any time or in any manner which he sees 
fit and deems to the best advantage of his business, and to sell and transport at any 
time said mink 01' the pelts taken from them. 

(5) The holder of any such license shall pay an annual license fee of $3.75, and such 
annual fee shall be for the same lands as are duly licensed as a muskrat farm under s. 
29.575, without additional aCl'eage tax. . 

(6)' The licensee shall maintain at intervals of not more than 80 rods along the 
boundary of the land embraced in said license, wherever the same are not already enclosed, 
notices proclaiming the establishment of a muskrat or mink farm. Such notices shall be 
furnished by the conservation commission to the licensee at cost. 

(7) Such license shall be prima facie evidence in all courts and proceedings of the 
lawful right of the licensee therein named, his successors 0'1' assigns, for the term of the 
license, to establish and operate a nondomesticated mink farm upon said premises, and 
shall entitle the licensee therein named or his successors or assigns, to the exclusive right 
for and during said term to breed and propagate mink thereon, and to the exclusive and 
sole ownership of any property in all mink caught 01' taken therefrom. Such licenses 
shall expire on December 31 of each year, but may be renewed from -year to year upon 
payment by the licensee of the annual license fee. 

(8) Any person other than the licensee 01' his agents who shall hunt 01' trap mink 
upon any lands described in any such license, shall be liable to the licensee in the sum of 
$25, in addition to all damage which he may do to said farm or to the mink and property 
thereon, but all actions for such trespass shall be bl."ought by the licensee. 

(9) On 01' about January 1 of each year, each such licensee shall make a report to 
the conservation commission, covering the period from January 1 to December 31 of the 
previous year, upon blanks furnished by the commission, stating the number of his 
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license and the total number and value of mink killed, transported or sold from said 
mink farm, and such other information as the commission requires. 

(10) Nothing in this section shall be construed to affect any public right of hunting, 
trapping, fishing or navigation except as herein expressly provided, nor shall this 
section apply to mink raised in captivity. No mink on licensed farms shall be killed at 
any time by gunshot 01' spear. 

HistorYI 1961 c. 307; 1963 c. 298. 459; 1965 c. 603. 

29.582 Trespass on fox or mink farm punished. (1) Any person owning or breed­
ing silver, silver black, black foxes, or mutations thereof, or mink which have been raised 
in captivity shall have the same pl'operty rights therein as enjoyed by owners or breeders 
of domestic animals. 

(2) Whenever the owner of any premises upon which silver, silver black, black foxes, 
or mutations thereof, or mink which have been raised in captivity are being bred or raised 
shall maintain large sign boards with the following inscription painted in large letters 
on the side facing from the enclosure: , <lFur Farm-Keep Out" in such manner and 
size as to be legible for a distance of 100 feet, at points not more than 200 feet apart, 
along the boundary lines of such premises, no person, without the consent of such owner, 
shall enter upon such premises and approach within a distance of 150 yards from any 
point of an outer fence or enclosure within which the dens or pens of such animals are 
located. Maintenance of signs herein provided shall not be construed as posting, nor 
prevent recovery of damages, under s. 29.595 (2). Any person violating the provisions of 
this subsection shall be fined not more than $200, or by imprisonment in the county jail not 
more than 6 months. 

(3) No person, without the permission of the owner of an enclosure within which sil­
ver, silver black, black foxes,or mutations thereof, or mink which have been raised in 
captivity are kept for breeding purposes, shall enter such enclosures. Any person violating 
the provisions of this subsection shall be fined not more than $20001' be imprisoned in the 
county jail not more than 6 months. 

(4) The conservation commission is not required to enforce this section. 

29.585 Wildlife exhibit licenses. (1) The conservation commission may grant li­
censes for wildlife exhibits which are defined as any place where one or more live wild 
animals are kept in captivity for the purpose of exhibition or for advertising purposes. 
The form of application and license shall be prescribed by the commission. 

(2) (a) The term <lwildlife exhibit" shall not include the exhibition of any live wild 
animal by any educational institution, state department, public zoo or park or garden, 
circus or theatrical exhibition or any such exhibition sponsored by any organization 
with the approval of the conservation director. 

(b) The term <lwild animal" as used in this section means any mammal or bird of a 
wild natill'e as distinguished from domestic animals under the common law or under the 
Wisconsin statutes whether Or not such mammal 01' bird was bred 01' reared in captivity. 

(3) No wildlife exihibition license shU be granted by the conservation commission 
until it is satisfied that the provisions for housing and caring for such wild animals and 
for protecting the public al'e propel' and adequate and in accordance with the standards 
therefor established by the commission. 

(4) The conservation commission 'shall adopt and enforce rules and regulations for 
the housing,care, treatment, feeding and sanitation of wild animals kept in wildlife exhib­
its and forthe protection of the public from injUl'Y by such wild animals. 

(5) It is 'unlawful for any person to keep any live wild animal in captivity for the 
purpose of exhibition or for advertising purposes or to have any wild animal in his cus­
tody or under his control for such purpose, unless a wildlife exhibit license has been 
issued by the commission. Such license shall be required in addition to game bird and 
animal fa'l'm, deer farm or fur farm licenses required by statute'for the possession, breed­
ing, propagating or dealing of such wild animals when such licensed farms are wildlife 
exhibits as defined in sub. (1). The fee for such license shall be $10 and such license shall 
expire annually on December 31. 

(6) Each licensee shaU file ap annual, verified report with the commission within 30 
days after the expiration of such license containing such information on the operation of 
the wildlife exhibit as the commission may require and on forms furnished by the com­
mission. 

29.586 Humane,' adequate and sanitary care of wild animals. (1) The conserva­
tion commission has the autho'rity to examine aU lands, together with buildings, licensed 
as game bird and animal farms, deer farms or fur farms to determine that all wild ani-
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mals held in captivity on such licensed farms are treated in a humane manner and con­
fined under sanitary conditions with proper and adequate housing, care and food. 

(2) The conservation commission may order any licensee to comply with standards 
prescribed in such order for the housing, care, treatment, feeding and sanitation of wild 
animals held in captivity by the licensee. 

(3) Any such licensee who fails to comply with such order of the conservation com­
mission within 10 days of its issuance will be subject to penalties provided in s. 29.63 (1) 
(d). 

29.59 Beaver causing damage. (1) Upon complaint in writing, by the owner or 
lessee of any lands, to the state conservation commission, that beaver are causing damage 
thereto, the commission shall employ such means as it may deem wise to inquire into the 
matter. If, upon inspection, investigation, hearing or otherwise, it shall appeal' to the 
satisfaction of the commission that the facts stated in such complaint are true, it may, by 
written permit, authorize any conservation warden or other employe of the conservation 
commission to capture and remove such beaver. Any beaver dam or beaver house caus­
ing damage shall not be removed until consent is given by the owner or occupant of the 
land on which it is located. The owner or occupant of the land failing to give such con­
sent after receiving notice and solicitation shall be liable for all damages arising there­
after by reason of the continuing existence of beaver structures. 

(2) All such beaver or the skins of such beaver shall be shipped without delay to 
Madison, consigned to the conservation commission. Unless other orders in writing are 
issued, they shall be sold in the manner of a sale of confiscated game, and the proceeds paid 
into the conservation fund. 

29.594 Damages caused by wild ducks or geese. (1) Any owner or grower of crops 
on any agricultural land may claim damage to such crops caused by wild ducks or geese, 
by,filing a verified statement of his claim with the commission within 10 days after such 
damage allegedly occurred. Such claim shall certify that the damage was caused on 
agricultural lands to crops or to old or new seedings. However, if the condition causing 
damage is in the nature of a continuing trespass or depredation, the claimant may, in 
lieu of a claim, file with the commission within 10 days from the time such damage first 
occurs, a notice of claim, stating the nature of the condition and that damages will be 
claimed as soon as the total damage can be ascertained. In such case, the claimant is 
entitled to recover the total damages sustained during the continuance of the condition 
but not beyond 6 months after the date of the notice, provided he files a verified statement 
of, his claim with the commission within 10 days after the abatement of the condition 
but not after 6 months of the date of the notice if the condition persists. Any claim for 
damages which occurred after October 7, 1965, and prior to and including December 5, 
1965, in the area in Fond du Lac and Dodge counties known as the "Horicon Quota 
Zone" shall be paid by the commission if the claim or notice of claim is filed with it 
within 10 days after December 5, 1965. No person shall be entitled to damages under 
this section caused by wild ducks or geese during the open season for shooting same. 
Any owner or occupant of agricultural lands shall deduct from his claim any amounts 
received for hunting or shooting rights upon said lands during said crop season. 

(2) The commission shall investigate ane! settle all claims. In all cases where the 
commission and claimant cannot agree upon the amount of the damage, the commission 
shall, upon not less than 10 days' written notice to such claimant, apply to a county 
judge of the county wherein the claimant resides to try and determine all issues. At the 
time set such judge shall heal' the parties, and in such manner as he determines, inform 
himself in respect to the matter, and within 5 days make his award in writing and file 
the same. All witnesses necessary to such proceedings shall receive the same pay as 
witnesses in a court of record. The findings and awards of the judge are subject to 
review on petition of either party under ch. 227. 

(3) All claims shall be paid out of the appropriation under s. 20.280 (1) (uf) and 
shall not exceed in the aggregate more than $10,000 annually. 

History: 1965 c. 408. 

29.595 Damages caused by deer and bear. (1) DEER OR BEAR CAUSING DAMAGE. 
Upon complaint in writing by an owner or lessee of land to the commission that deer or 
bear are causing damage thereon the commission shall inquire into the matter; and if 
upon investigation, or otherwise, it shall appeal' to the commission that the facts stated 
in each such complaint are true, the commission by its agents may capture or destroy 
such deer 01' bear, and dispose of the same as provided in section 29.06. 

(2) CLAIMS FOR DEER OR BEAR DAMAGE. (a) Any person claiming damage to prop­
erty caused by deer or bear shall file a verified statement of his claim with the commis-
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sion within 10 days from the time such damage is alleged to have been done. Such claim 
shall certify that the damage was caused on agricultural lands to growing crops, orchard 
trees, nursery stock, apiaries or to farm animals and poultry. However, if the condition 
causing damage is in the nature of a continuing trespass, the claimant may, in lieu of a 
claim, file with the commission, within 10 days from the time such damage first occurs, a 
notice of claim, stating the nature of the condition and that damages will be claimed as 
soon as the total damage can be ascertained. In such case, the claimant is entitled to re­
cover the total damages sustained during the continuance of the condition but not beyond 
6 months after the date of the notice, provided he files a verified statement of his claim 
with the commission within 10 days after the abatement of the condition but not after 
6 months of the date of the notice if the condition persists. No person shall be entitled 
to damage under this section who shall have posted his lands against trespass or hunting. 

(b) The commission shall investigate and settle all claims. In all cases where the 
commission and the claimant cannot agree upon the amount of the damage the commis­
sion shall, upon not less than 10 days' written notice, to such claimant, apply to the 
judge of the circuit court of the county wherein the claimant resides to try and determine 
all the issues. At the time set such judge shall hear the parties, and in such manner as 
he may in his discretion determine, inform himself in respect to the matter, and within 
5 days make his award in writing and file the same. All witnesses necessary to such pro­
ceedings shall receive the same pay as witnesses in a court of record. The findings and 
awards of the judge are subject to review on petition of either party as provided in 
ch.227. 

( c) All claims for deer and bear damage shall be filed with the commission and 
shall be paid on a pro rata basis at the end of each fiscal year from the funds provided in 
an annual amount of $40,000 for such purposes under s. 20.280 (1). 

(3) DEER FENCES. If, upon careful examination by the commission, it appears that 
a deer proof fence can be built or that other appropriate preventive measures can be 
taken at less cost than the estimated damage that might be done by deer in any area in­
habited by deer, the commission may pay any part or all of the costs of a deer proof 
fence around such area or any part thereof, or take such other measures as it may deem 
advisable and necessary to prevent deer damage in such area. Expenditures hereunder 
shall be charged against the funds provided by s. 20.280 (1). 

«istory, 1961 c. 349; 1965 c. 433 s. 121. 

29.o\lb Wild animals causing damage. Upon complaint in writing by an owner or 
lessee of land to the commission that wild animals are causing damage thereon the com­
mission shall inquire into the matter; and if upon investigation, or otherwise, it appears 
to the commission that the facts stated in each such complaint are true, the commission, by 
its agents, may capture or destroy such wild animals or issue permits to the owner or lessee 
of the land to capture or destroy such wild animals. All such wild animals captured or 
destroyed by permit shall immediately be turned over to authorized commission agents 
who shall dispose of them as provided in s. 29.06. 

29.60 Use of poison and explosives. (5) (a) It shaH be unlawful to put out baits 
containing poison of any description in any forests, fields or other places where it might 
destroy or cause the destruction of wild animals or birds, and the possession of any 
such poison or poison baits in a hunting or trapping camp or on any person or persons 
while hunting or trapping shall be prima facie evidence of a violation hereof. 

(b) It shall be unlawful to take, capture or kill or attempt to take, capture or kill 
any wild animal with the aid of dynamite or any other explosive or poison gas, or se\, 
any dynamite or other explosives near or on any beaver or muskrat houses. Any person 
who violates any of the provisions of this subsection shall be punished by a fine of not 
less than $100 nor more than $300, or by imprisonment in the county jail not less than 
3 months nor more than 6 months. 

(c ) Nothing in this chapter shall prevent the state conservation commission or its 
deputies from using dynamite or having dynamite in possession near beaver houses or 
dams for the purpose of removing beaver dams when the beavers are causing damage to 
property owners, nor shall it be unlawful for any person to use poisoned baits, dynamite 
or poison gas under rules and regulations which shall be prescribed jointly by the conser­
vation c0111mission and the state department of agriculture, for the destruction of in­
jurious insects, rodents or English sparrows. 

Histor~" 1961 c. 343; 1963 c. 6, 317. 

29.605 Giving away of predatory animals to public zoos. (1) It shall be lawful 
for the conservation commission, its agents, or deputies to give, present, or turn over 
alive, for educational purposes, to any bona fide public zoo any predatory animal. 
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(2) Any predatory animal that has been given to, presented, or turned over to any 
bona fide public zoo under the provisions of this section shall not be sold, bartered, or 
given away by such zoo in any manner except that such animal may be retill'ned to the 
conservation commission. 

29.61 Bounties, local; false certificates. (1) The governing body of any county, 
town, city or village may direct that every person who shall kill any crow, or any sharp­
shinned or Cooper's hawk, or any pocket gopher, or any streaked gopher, or any black, 
brown, gray or Norway rat, commonly.known as the house rat or barn rat, or any rattle­
snake, or any ground hog or any woodchuck, or any mole, or any red or grey fox, or any 
wolf, or any coyote, or any wildcat, or any,1ynx, or any weasel shall be entitled to a re­
ward as determined by the governing board of any county, town, city or village. 

(2) Any person claiming such reward shall exhibit the bill of the crow or hawk, 011 the 
ears of the gopher or woodchuck, at least half of the body including the rattles of the 
rattlesnake, 01' head of any other animal on which a bounty is payable to an officer desig­
nated by snch governing body in its ordinance. or resolution providing for such reward, 
and present an affidavit to snch officer stating that said bill, ears, body or head are of the 
animal killed by him, and that he has not spared the life of any such animal or bird within 
his power to kill. Such officer shall then issue a certificate in the following form: . 
STATE OF WISCONSIN,} ss. 

County of ... .. 
I, .... .... (designation of officer), do certify that .... .... has this day exhibited 

to me the head (or bill, or body, or ears) of .... , which he claims to have killed in said 
(town, city, village), and that the head (or bill, or body, or ears) of said .... was (were) 
destroyed in my presence, and that the said . . .. . .... is on presentation of this certificate 
to the (town, city, village) clerk within twenty days from the date hereof, entitled to an 
order on the (town, city, village) treasurer for the flUm of dollars, to be drawn from 
the general fund of said (town, city, village). 

Dated this .... day of .... , 19 ... . ....... , 
(Designation of Officer) 

(3) The town, city 01' village clerk, respectively, shall on the production of the c81-tifi­
cate of such officer, issue to the holder thereof an order on the town, city or village treas­
urer, respectively, for the amount stated in said certificate. 

(4) Whenever any county has authorized the reward provided for in this section, the 
treaslll'ers of the various towns, cities and villages shall, at the close of their accounts 
on October 30 in each year certify to the county clerk the amount of money expended 
by their respective towns, cities and villages under this section, Such treasurer shall 
attach to the certificate an affidavit stating that the account is just and that his town, 
city or village has actually expended the' amount therein stated, The certificate and 
affidavit shall be placed on file in the office of the county clerk and the account shall be 
audited by the county board and the amount thereof paid to the treasurers of the respec~ 
tive towns, cities and villages from any money in the general fund of the county not 
otherwise appropriated. The county board may by ordinance provide an alternative 
method of reimbursement whereby the county clerk may make direct payment to the 
claimant of the reward allowed by the county upon the presentation of the affidavit and 
certificate provided in sub. (2),' , 

(5) Any county, city, village, or town clerk or conservation warden who shall know­
ingly make any untrue or false certificate in respect to any animals on which a bounty 
is paid, and any person who shall obtain or endeavor to obtain any such certificate from 
such clerk 01' conservation warden by false 01' fraudulent misrepresentation 01' practices, 
and any person who shall obtain or endeavor to obtain a reward as provided in s. 29.61 for 
the killing of any animal that has been raised, reared, harbored or held in captivity by 
anyone shall be fined not exceeding $500 01' imprisoned not more than one year. 

History: 1963 c. 62. 
County which has authorized payment of same· procedure in regard to applications for 

bounty must follow procedures set forth in state bounty un<;ler 29.60. 49 Atty. Gen. 180. 
29.61, 59.15 (2) (c), 59.16, and may follow 

29.62 Removal of injurious rough fish. (1) The state conservation commission is 
authorized to take rough fish by means of seines, nets 01' other devices, or cause the same 
to be taken, from any of the inland waters of this state. 

(2) The term "rough fish" as used in this section shall mean and include buffalo fish, 
carp, eelpout, dogfish, sheep shead, hillfish, red horse, suckers, lawyers and lizards. 

(3) Whenever the state conservation commission takes rough fish under the provisions 
of this section it shan dispose of the same as the commission shall direct. 
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29.623 Control of detrimental fish. When the commission finds that any species 
of fish is detrimental to any of the waters of the state it may, by rule, designate sucb 
species of fish and specify the waters in which such fish are found to be detrimental. 
Thereupon the commission may remove such fish from the waters specified or cause them 
to be removed therefrom pursuant to ss. 29.62 and 29.625. 

29.625 Permit to take rough fish. (1) Permission may be granted to any person by 
the conservation commission upon such terms and conditions as it may require to take 
carp and other undesirable rough fish, which are detrimental to game fish in the following 
bays or harbors in Door county, namely: Sturgeon Bay, Little Sturgeon Bay, Riley's bay, 
Egg harbor, Fish creek harbor, Eagle harbor, Bailey's harbor, :Mud bay, North bay, Row­
ley's bay, and Washington harbor, Jackson harbor and Detroit harbor in Washington 
Island. 

(2) A person having a contract to take rough fish under section 29.62 or section 29.625 
may be authorized by the commission to erect and maintain a temporary pond in any 
navigable water pending the sale of such fish, provided that such pond does not unreason-
ably interfere with navigation or other public rights in such water. . 

29.626 Trespass on riparian land. In an.action against a person for damages sus­
tained from trespassing on lands bordering streams stocked by the consent of owner of 
such lands, with fish received from a state hatchery, where such damage shall exceed two 
dollars, the trespasser shall be liable for double the amount of such damage and all the 
taxable costs j and where the damage sustained is two dollars or less the trespasser shall be 
liable for the amount of such damage and the costs not to exceed the amount of the damlj.ge. 

29.63 General penalty provisions. (1) PENALTIES. Any person who, for himself, 
or by his agent, servant, or employe, or who, as agent, servant, or employe for another, 
violates any of the provisions of this chapter shall be punished, respectively, as follows: 

(a) For the tmlawful use of any gill net or trammel in taking, catching or killing fish 
of any variety in any waters, or for the use of any net in taking, catching or killing trout 
of any variety in inland waters, by a fine of not less than two hundred nor more than five 
hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jail not less than nine months nor more 
than one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

(b) For hunting, trapping or fishing without a license duly issued, whenever a license 
therefor is required by this chapter, by a fine of not more than $100, or by imprisonment, 
not less than 30 days nor more than 6 months, or by both. 

(c) For the violation of any provision of the statutes or any conservation commis~ 
sion order relating to the hunting or taking of game or game birds of all kinds, except 
deer, bear and sturgeon by a fine of not more than $100 or by imprisonment not less than 
30 days nor more than 6 months, or by both. 

(d) For any violation for which no other penalty is prescribed, by a fine of not 
more than $100, or by imprisonment not less than 30 days nor more than 6 months, oj' 
by both. 

(e) For the violation of any provision of the statutes or any conservation commission 
order relating to the hunting or shooting of deer with the aid of artificial light or ,vitb, 
the aid of an airplane and the illegal snaring of deer, or for violation of ss. 29.13 (5), 
29.48 and 29.49, by a fine not less than $100 nor more than $200, and shall be imprisoned 
not less than 10 days nor more than 6 months. 

(f) For the violation of any provision of the statutes or any conservation commission 
order relating to fishing, or the possession of game fish, except where some other penalty 
is specifically provided, by a fine of not more than $100. or by imprisonment not less than 
30 days nor more than 6 months, or by both. 

(g) For the violation of any provision of the statutes 01' any conservation commission 
order relating to the hunting, transportation or possession of deer, bear and sturgeon by 
a fine of not less than fifty dollars nor more than one hundred dollars, or by imprisonment 
in the county jail not less than thirty days nor more than six months, or by both such fine 
and imprisonment. 

(h) Any violation of section 29.33 or of any commission order regulating commer­
cial j1shing in outlying waters shall be punished by a fine of not less than $75 nor more 
than $500 or by imprisonment for not less than 3 months nor more than 9 months, or 
by both such fine and imprisonment. 

(i) For the violation of any provision of the statutes or any conservation commis~ 
sion order relating to the registration of any wild animal by a fine of not more than $100 
or imprisonment for not to exceed 6 months or both. 

(m) Any violation of this chapter or of any commission order relating to snag lines, 



29.63 FISH AND GAME 520 

snag hooks, or snag poles shall be fined not less than $100 nor more than $200, or im-
prisoned fQl' not less than 30 days nor more than· 6 months, or both. . 

(2) "PERSON" DEFINED. The word "person" as used in this section includes natural 
persons, firms, associations, and corporations. 

(3) REVOOATION OF LICENSE. In addition to all other penalties for a violation of 
this chapter, or any conservation commission order made pursuant to this chapter, the 
court in its discretion may upon conviction revoke any license theretofore issued pursuant 
to this chapter to the person convicted and order that no such license shall be issued to 
such person fora period of not to exceed one year thereafter. 

(c) In addition to all other penalties provided, every license issued pursuant to this 
chapter to any person convicted of a violation of subsection (1) (e) 01' any order of 
the commission made pursuant thereto shall be forthwith revoked, and no license shall 
be. issued under this chapter to such person for a period of 3 years thereafter. 

(d) If a person is convicted of reckless or highly negligent conduct in the operation 
or handling of a firearm or bow and alTOW in violation of s. 940.08 or 941.20 and either 
death or bodily harm to another results from such violation, the court shall revoke every 
license issued to that person under this chapter and shall provide a fixed period during 
which no new license may he issued to such person. If no death or injlU'Y to another 
results from the violation, the court in its discretion may revoke any license issued to 
that person under this chapter and may provide a fixed period during which no new 
license may he issued to such person. 

(4) CONSTRUOTION OF PENALTY PROVISIONS. No penalty prescribed in any section or 
this chapter shall be held to be diminished because the violation for which it is prescribed 
falls also within the scope of a more general prohibition. 

(5) PRESUMPTIONS. In any prosecution under this section it shall not be necessary 
for the state to allege 01' prove that the animals were not domesticated or were not taken 
for scientific purposes, 01' were taken or in possession or llUder control without a license 
01' permit therefor; but the person claiming that such animals were domesticated, 01' were 
taken for scientific purposes, 01' were taken 01' in possession 01' under control under· a 
lIcense or permit duly issued, shall have the burden of proving such fact or facts. 

History:. 1965 c. 84 . 

. .. 29.635 Penalties; repeaters. (1) When any person is convicted of any violation of 
this chapter or of any conservation commission order, and it is alleged in the indictment, 
information or complaint, and proved 01' admitted on trial or. ascertained by the cou.rt 
after conviction that he had been before convicted within a period of 5 years for a vio­
lation of this chapter or of a conservation commission order, by any court of this state, 
such person shall be fined not less than $50 nor more than $100, or imprisoned not less 
than 10 days nor more than 6 months or ·both. In addition thereto, all licenses issued to 
suchperson pursuant to this chapter shall be revoked and no license shall be issued to him 
for a. period of one JTear thereafter. . . 

(2) When any p~ll'son is convicted and it is alleged in the indictment, information 01' 

complaint and proved 01' admitted on trial or ascertained by the court after conviction 
that he had been before convicted 3 times ivithin a period of 3 years for violations of any 
provision of this chapter 01' conservation commission order punishable under ss. 29.134 
(11), 29.29 (1) or 29.63 (1) (a), (e), (g) or (m), 01' for violation of s. 29.48, 01' for 
violation of any statute or conservation commission order regulating the taking 01' pos­
session of any wild animal or carcass thereof during the close season therefor or any com­
bination of such violations by any court of this state, and that such cOlwictions remain 
of record and .unreversed, whether pardoned therefor or not, such person shall be im­
prisoned for not less than 10 days nor more than One year. 

(3) No penalty for any such violation shall be reduced or diminished by reason of 
this section. 

29.64 Resisting conservation warden. Any person who shall assault or otherwise 
wilfully resist 01' obstruct any conservation warden in the performance of his duty shall be 
punished by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the county 
jail not more than 6 months, 01' by both such fine and imprisonment. 

29.641 False impersonation of deputy conservation warden. Any person who tlhall 
falsely represent himself to be a deputy conservation warden or who shall assume to act 
as such 1vithout having been first duly appointed as such, shall be punished by im­
prisonment in the county jail not more than 6 months or by a fine not to exceed $100. 

29.642 Fraud in obtaining license. (1) Any person who shall make a false state­
ment conce1'1ling his citizenship or resi{lence, and thereby obtain in any manner any license 
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issued pursuant to the provisions of ch. 29 as only citizens or residents of this state are 
entitled to, shall be fined not less than $100 nor more than $200 or imprisoned not less 
than 30 days nor more than 6 months. 

(2) Any person who shall obtain any license pursuant to ch. 29 during the period of 
time that such license has been revoked by any court shall be fined not less than $100 nor 
more than $200 or imprisoned not less than 30 days nor more than 6 months or both. 

29.643 Changing license. Any person who changes or alters, in any manner, or 
enters other than the correct date of issuance on any license issued under ch. 29 shall 
be fined not less than $100 nor more than $200 01' imprisoned for not less than 30 days 
nor more than 6 months. 

HfstmOYI 1961 c. 389. 

29.644 Breaking seals of conservation commiSSion. Any person who shall break, 
remove or interfere with any seal or tag attached to any animal, carcass, article or other 
thing by the state conservation commission, or who shall meddle or interfere with any 
animal, carcass, article or other thing with such seal or tag attached, or who shall coun­
terfeit any such seal or tag, attached or unattached, shall be plUlished by a fine of not less 
than $200 nor more than $500, or by imprisonment in the county jail not less than 9 months 
nor more than one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

29.645 Larceny of game. No person shall, without permission of the owner, 
molest, disturb or appropriate any wild animal or the carcass or part thereof which has 
been lawfully reduced to possession by another. 

Histol'Y' 1961 c. 389. 

29.65 Civil actions for damages caused by law violations. (1) The state conserva· 
tion commission may bring a civil action in the name of the state for the recovery of dam­
ages against any person, persons, firm, or corporation unlawfully killing, wounding, 
catching, taking, trapping, or having unlawfully in possession any of the following named 
protected wild animals, birds, or fish, or any part thereof, and the sum assessed for dam­
ages for each wild animal, bird, or fish shall be not less than the amount hereinafter stated 
in this section: 

(a) Any moose, elk, fishel', or sand hill crane .............................. $50.00 
(b) Any bear ......................................................... 30.00 
(c) Any deer, marten, black raccoon or wild swan .......................... 25.00 
(d) Any beaver or otter ................................................ 20.00 
(e) Any gray raccoon or mink . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5.00 
(f) Any g'l'ouse, prairie chicken, wood duck, wood cock, spruce hen, wild goose 

or brant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5.00 
(g) Any pheasant, Hungarian partridge, quail, rail, Jack snipe or shore bird, 

or protected song bird or harmless bird ............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 3.00 
(h) Any wild duck, coot, or squirrel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2.00 
(i) Any muskrat ...................................................... 1.00 
(j) Any muskellunge or rock or lake sturgeon ................. " .......... 10.00 
(k) Any large 01' small-mouthed black bass ............................... 5.00 
(1) Any brook, rainbow, brown, steel head, Loch Leven or grayling trout. . . .. 3.00 
(m) Any wall-eyed pike, pike perch, or any other game fish not mentioned in 

pars. (j) to (I) ................ 2.00 
(2) Any damag'es recovered in such action shall be paid into the state conservation 

fund and disbursed therefrom by the conservation commission. The costs of such action 
in case of a judgment in favor of the defendant shall be paid out of the conservation 
fund. 

(3) A civil action brought under this section shall be a bar to a criminal prosecution 
for the same offense, and ViCE versa. 

History. 1965 c. 249. 

29.66 Deposit of money to obtain release from arrest. (1) How DEPOSIT IS MADE. 

A person arrested without a warrant for a violation of any provision of this chapter, or 
any rule of the state conservation commission, or ss. 134.60, 346.19 and 346.94 (6) and 
(6m) for which a mandatory jail sentence is not prescribed, who is not released at the 
time of arrest 01' without necessary delay brought before a magistrate 01' court, shall be 
allowed to make a deposit of money to the office of the sheriff, city or village police head­
quarters 01' precinct stations or to the office of the clerk of the court before whom he is 
sumllloned to appear by going in the custody of the arresting officer and making such 
deposit. 
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(2) A:/lWUNT OF DEPOSIT. The amount of deposit shall be based on a predetermined 
schedule established by the court before whom the person arrested is to appeal'. The 
maximum amount which may be deposited shall not exceed the maximum fine and costs 
which may be imposed for the violation. 

(3) RECEIPT. A receipt shall be furnished to the arrested person upon deposit of 
money specifying the offense for which arrested and the amount deposited. The forlll of 
such receipt shall be as required by the court. 

. (4) RELEASE FR01i CUSTODY. If the arrested person is in custody he shall be re­
leased after he has made the deposit as specified in. this section. 

(5) DELIVERY TO COURT. Every person authorized by the court to accept the deposit 
shall, before the time fixed for the appearance of the defendant, deliver the deposit and 
a copy of the receipt to the court. 

(6) PROCEEDINGS IN OOURT. (a) If the defendant appears in court at the time di­
rected, the case shall be tried as provided by law and the deposit returned to the de­
fendant. 

(b) If the defendant fails to appeal' in court at the time he is directed to appeal', he 
is deemed to have tendered a plea of nolo contendere and submitted to a fine or for­
feiture plus costs, not exceeding the amount of the deposit. The court may either accept 
the plea of nolo contendere and enter judgment accordingly 01' reject the plea and issue 
a warrant or summons under s. 945.02. If the court accepts the plea of nolo contendere, 
the defendant may move within 20 days to withdraw it and enter a plea of not guilty 
if he shows to the satisfaction of the court that his failu~'e to appeal' was due to mistake, 
inadvertence, surprise 01' excusable neglect. If, on reopening, the defendant is found not 
guilty the court shallretul'll the deposit to him. If the defendant is found guilty, whether 
on the plea of nolo contendere 01' after trial, any fine or forfeiture and costs imposed 
shall be taken out of the deposit and the balance, if any, returned to the defendant. 

History: 1961 c. 389. 

29.68 Liability of landowners. (1) SAFE FOR ENTRY :NO WARNING. An owner, 
lessee 01' occupant of premises owes no duty to keep the premises safe for entry 01' use 
by others for hunting, fishing, trapping, camping, hiking, berry picking, water sports, 
sightseeing 01' recreational purposes, or to give warning of any unsafe condition or use 
of or structure or activity on such premises to persons entering' for such purpose, except 
as provided in sub. (3). 

(2) PERMISSION. An owner, lessee 01' occupant of premises who gives permission 
to another to hunt, fish, trap, camp, hike, sightsee, berry pick or to proceed with water 
sports or recreational uses upon such premises· does not thereby extend any assurance 
that the pl'emises are safe for such purpose, 01' constitute the person to whom permission 
is granted an invitee to whom a duty of care is owed, or assume responsibility for 01' 

incur liability for any injury to person or property caused by any act of persons to 
whom the permission is granted, except as provided in sub. (3). 

(3) LIABILITY. This section does not limit the liability which would otherwise exist 
for wilful or malicious failure to guard 01' to warn against a dangerous condition, use, 
structure or activity; or for injury suffered in any case where permission to hunt, fish, 
trap, camp, hike, sightsee, berry pick or to proceed with water sports .01' recreational 
uses was granted for a valuable consideration other than the valuable copsideration, if 
any, paid to said landowner by the state; or for injury caused by acts of persons to 
whom permission to hunt, fish, trap, camp, hike, sightsee, berry pick 01' to proceed with 
,vater sports or recreational uses \vas granted, to other persons as to whom the person 
granting permission, 01' the owner, lessee or occupant of the premises, owed a duty to 
keep the premises safe or to warn of danger. As used in this subsection "valuable con­
sideration" shall not include contributions to the sound management and husbandry 
Of natural and agricultural resources of the state resulting directly from the recrea­
tional activity. 

(4) INJURY '1'0 PERSON OR PROPERTY. Nothing in this section creates a duty of care 
01' ground. of liability for injury to person 01' property. 

(5) DEFINITION. The word "premises" as used in this section includes lands, private 
ways and any buildings, structures and improvements thereon. 

History: 1963 c. 89; 1965 c. 190. 
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