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CHAPTER 257

JUDICIAL BRANCH AGENCIES AND COMMITTEES
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257.01 State library; trustees. (1) The jus-
tices of the supreme court and the attorney gen-
eral or his representative shall be ex officio trus-
tees of the state library, and may make and en-
force, by suitable pe'naltxes, such rules and
regulations for the management of the library
and. the custody, supermtendence, care and
pxeservatlon of the books and other property
contained in the library, and for the arrange-
ment thereof as the trustees deem necessary and
proper..

(2) Fines, penalties and forfeitures estab-
lished by them for any violation of their rules
and regulations may be sued for and collected

in any court having jurisdiction.
History: 1971.¢.:152 ss. 7, 40; 1971 ¢ 254 ss. 1, 18

257.03 Differences with publishers of
Wisconsin reports. The ‘trustees of the state
library may compromise the differences be-
tween the state and the pubhshers of the Wis-
consin reports of the decisions of the supreme
court as to the rights and duties of such pub-
lishers after the limitations for publishing such
reports under their contracts have expired and
may acquire for the state any stereotyped plates
from which such reports are printed as they
may deem adv1sable to acquire and may author-

ize the disposition or sale of same
History: 1971 c. 152 ss. 7, 40; 1971 ¢ 254 5. 2.

257.05 - State law librarian, assistant and
clerical force: The board of trustees shall ap-
point-“a librarian; who shall serve under such
conditions-as shall be fixed by said board. He
shall execute and file an official bond with good
and sufficient surety in the sum of $10,000 to be
approved by the trustees. Said board may also
engage an assistant librarian and such clerical
and expert assistance as shall be requisite in the
proper care and maintenance of the library. The
president of the board shall certify its appoint-
ments hereunder to the department of adminis-

tration, with amount of salary and the date of
the commencement of the service of each ap-
pointee, and shall also notify it of the termina-
tion of such service. The pay of the librarian
and other employes of the library shall be fixed
by said board.. The librarian shall be paid his
actual and necessary travel expenses in attend-
ing the annual conference of the American as-

sociation of law libraries.
History: 1971 ¢. 152 ss. 7, 40; 1971 ¢. 254 s, 2

257.07 Catalog. The trustees may, whenev-

er they deem it necessary, direct the catalog of

said library or any part thereof to be printed.
Hlstory 1971 c. 152'ss. 7, 40; 1971 c. 254 s 4,

257.09 Duty of librarian. The librarian
shall:

(1) Give his personal attention at the library
during the hours it shall be dlrected to be kept
open.

¢)) Keep an accoum of all books or pam-
phlets added to the library by purchase or oth-
erwise, and- of all lost, destroyed, worn out or
sold during his term, specifying dates, cost and
values, and other material facts.

(3) Keep a full and accurate catalog of the
library, noting all changes at ‘the time when
made; and whenever directed by the trustees,
cause the same to be properly printed

(4) Keep a true account of every book or
pamphlet taken from the library, charging the
same to the proper officer, with proper date
and name of the person to whom delivered

(5) Report to the presiding officer of. each
house, 5 days before the adjournment of each
session of the legislature, the number of books
taken out of .the library by the -members. of
each“house and not returned, giving titles of
books, dates of taking, and names of ‘members
to whom charged. All such books shall be im-
mediately returned.
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(6) Sue for every fine, penalty or forfeiture
incurred by violation of the rules and regula-
tions prescribed by the trustees.

(7) Forward to the library of congress one
copy of the supreme court reports and 2 copies
of the legislative journals, laws and public
documents published by authority of the state,
and one copy of each of such publications and
of the Blue Book to the several states and terri-
tories which practice  like comity with this
state, as soon as the same are received from
the department of administration. He may also
effect exchanges of the statutes, laws and docu-
ments of this state with the libraries of foreign
governments. His account for the expenses of
transporting books sent or received by ex-
change or purchase, to be fixed by the depart-
ment of administration, shall be paid out of the
state treasury, and charged to the proper ap-
propriation for the law library.

(8) Perf'orin all other duties prescribed by
the trustees or by their rules and reguldtions or
imposed by. law.

(9) Said librarian shall also cause to be in-
stalled and maintained in said library, in the
most scientific and improved manner, a card
index and catalog of the books and material
therein contained. The assistants necessary to
carry out the purpose of this section shall be
appomted in the manner provided by s. 257.05.
Said librarian may attend the annual confer-
ences .of the American association of law li-
braries for the purpose of studying modern
methods of law library administration.

(10) Subject to the approval of the trustees
the librarian may sell or exchange duplicate
books and pamphlets contained in the library.

‘History: 1971 ¢. 152 ss. 7, 38, 40; 1971 ¢. 254 ss. 4, 19.

257.11 Books to be delivered to. The acts
of congress received from the general govern-
ment shall be deposited in the state library and
be distributed as the trustees shall direct: Every
constitutional officer of the state who shall re-
ceive any volume of the laws, journals, reports
or other documents of any other state or territo-
1y or of the United States, or any of the officers
thereof, for the use of this state, shall promptly
notify the state librarian as to the receipt the-
reof and shall deliver the same as the state li-
brarian may direct.
Hist{)l:y: 1971 ¢. 152 ss. 7, 40; 1971 ¢. 254 s 4.

257.13 Judicial council. (1) MEMBERSHIP;
APPOINTMENT; TERMS: There is created a judi-
cial council of 18 members as follows: A su-
preme court justice designated by the supreme
court; the administrative director of courts or a
representative of his office designated by him;
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a circuit judge designated by the board of cir-
cuit judges; a county judge designated by the
board of county judges; a judge designated by
the board of criminal court judges; a juvenile
court judge designated by the board of juvenile
court judges; the chairman of the senate judici-
ary committee or a member of the committee
designated by him; the chairman of the assem-
bly judiciary committee or a member of the
committee designated by him; the attorney
general or a representative of the department
of justice designated by the attorney general;
the revisor of statutes or an assistant designat-
ed by him; the deans -of the law schools of the
university of Wisconsin and Marquette univer-
sity or a member of the respective law school
faculties to be designated by said deans; the
president-elect of the state bar of Wisconsin or
a member of the board of governors of the
state bar designated by him and 3 additional
members thereof selected by the state bar, and
2 citizens at large appointed by the governor.
The last' 5 members shall serve 3-year terms.
The names of the members shall be certified to
the ‘secretary of state by the executive secre-
tary." Members shall hold office until their suc-
cessors have been selected. The members of the
council shall receive’ no compensation, but
shall be reimbursed from the appropriation
made by s. 20.645 for expenses necessarily in-
curred by them in attending meetings of the
council outside the county of their residence.

(2) POWERS AND DUTIES. The council shall:

" (a) Observe and study the rules of pleading,
practice and procedure, and advise the su-
preme court as to changes which will, in the
council’s judgment, simplify procedure and
promote a speedy determination of litigation
upon its merits.

(b) Survey and study the organization, juris-
diction and methods of administration and op-
eration of all the courts of this state.

(d) Receive, consider and in its discretion in-
vestigate suggestions from any source pertain-
ing to the administration of justice and to
make recommendations.

(e) Keep advised concerning the decisions of
the courts relating to the procedure and prac-
tice therein and concerning pending legislation
affecting the organization, jurisdiction, -opera-
tion, procedure and practice of the courts.

(f) Recommend to the legislature any
changes in the organization, jurisdiction, oper-
ation and methods of conducting the business
of the courts, including statutes governing
pleading, practice, procedure and related mat-
ters, which can be put into effect-only by legis-
lative action.
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(3) ORGANIZATION. (a) The council shall
elect a chairman-and vice chairman

(b) The council may promulgate and modify
rules for the conduct of its proceedings in the
exercise of its powers. The council may meet at
such time and place as it determines but at
least once every 3 months. It shall meet upon
call of the chairman or: a call signed by 5 mem-
bers of the council. Nine members shall consti-
tute a quorum.

(c) The council may appoint regular and
special committees of its members to investi-
gate-and report-upon any matters relating to
its duties. The council or any committee the-
reof when so authorized by the council is.em-
powered to hold public hearings at such times
and -‘places within ‘the state as may be deter-
mined..- Any member of the council or any
committee thereof shall have the power to ad-
minister oaths to persons. testifying before the
council or committee. By subpoena issued over
the signature of its ‘chairman or acting chair-
man and served in the manner in which circuit
court subpoenas are served, the council or .any
committee when authorized by .the council,

may. summon and compel the attendance of

witnesses. If any witnesses subpoenaed to ap-

pear before the. council or committee thereof

shall-refuse to appear or answer inquiries pro-
pounded, the council or committee shall report
the facts to the circuit court of Dane county
and it shall be the duty of such court to com-
pel obedience to such subpoena.

(d) The council may determine the qualifica-
tions of, and appoint outside the classified ser-
vice, ‘an executive secretary and such technical
and clerical help as it deems necessary. The
council shall be provided with adequate office
space in'the state capitol.

“(e) The council may call upon any depart-
ment of the state or any county or municipal-
ity thereof or any court for such facilities and
data as may be available, and such depart-
ments, counties, municipalities and courts shall
cooperate with the council to the fullest extent.

(f) The council may make such reports as it
deems proper or as are requested by the Iegrs-
fature or the supreme court. The council may
publish such reports as it considers necessary

History: 1971 ¢. 254 s:6.

257.15 - Administrative ~ committee - for
court system. (1) The chief justice of the su-
preme court, or such other justice as the su-
preme court may designate, the chairman of the
board of circuit judges and 2 additional circuit
judges selected by the board of circuit judges,
the chairman of the board of county judges and
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2 additional county judges selected by the board
of county judges shall constitute an administra-
tive committee for the court system. The chief

justice shall serve as chairman.

(2) The administrative committee shall meet
at the call of its chairman, but at least quarter-
ly, to review the administration and methods
of operations of all the courts of the state, the
volume and ‘condition of business in those
courts and to plan the expeditious handling of
judicial matters in the future By November 20
of each even-numbered year, the committee
shall submit a report to the governor, the legis-
Jature and the supreme court analyzing the ju-
dicial workload problems of the state and rec-
ommending the creation or the elimination of
courts and branches of the courts It shall di-
rect the administrative director of courts to ob-
tain the statistical information necessary for its
work and to prepare studies on administrative
operations of the courts for its study.

Hrstory 1971 C. 254 s. 7

257.17 JudIClal conference of Wlsconsm
(1) There is hereby. constituted the judicial con-
ference of Wisconsin, hereinafter called the con-
ference, of which the justices of the supreme
court and the judges of the circuit and county
courts shall be members.

(2) The conference shall meet once each year
in regular session at a place and time to be des-
ignated by ‘the administrative committee for
the court system of Wisconsin as created by s.
257.15, subject to the approval or direction of
the supreme court. The administrative commit:
tee, with the approval of the supreme court,
may call any special meeting of the conference
if, in-its drscretron, there is sufficient urgency
for so doing

(3) The admrmstratrve committee together
with the court administrator shall plan and
condilct the annual and any special meeting of
the conference under the direction of the su-
preme court. The chief justice shall preside at
all annual and special meetings. of the confer-
ence, or, in hrs absence, the senior associate

Jjustice . present shall preside, unless the ap-

proved agenda otherwise provides.

(4) The administrative committee may ap-
point such other committees as it deems neces-
sary to plan for the annual meeting or special
meeting of the conference and its agenda. The
agenda for each annual meeting shall be sub-
mitted for approval to the supreme court by
the administrative committee at least 60 days
prior to such annual mieeting.
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(5) The functions of the conference shall be:

(a) To consider the business and the prob-
lems appertaining to the administration of jus-
tice in this state, and to make recommenda-
tions for its improvement

(b) To conduct instructive programs and
seminars at its.annual meeting in order to bet-
ter equip the members of the conference in the
performance of their judicial duties.

(c) To provide for the creation of commit-
tees to study particular subjects appertaining to
the administration of justice and its improve-
ment and report the results of their study to-
gether with their recommendations to the next
meeting of the conference. The membership of
each such committee shall be appointed by the
administrative committee. .

(6) The supreme court shall from time to
time make such other and further provisions
with respect to the conference as it shall deem
riecessary and proper

History: 1971 ¢. 254 ss. 8, 19

257.19 Court administrator. (1) DEFINI-
TION. In this section, ‘unless ‘the context re-
quires ‘otherwise; “court” means any tribunal
recognized as part of the Judlcxal branch of the
govemment

(2) ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR. The Offlce
of administrator of courts. is created with an
administrative director, who shall be the head
thereof and who shall assist the chief justice of
the supreme court or other designated justice
in the performance of his duties under s.
251.182, collect such statistics as the supreme
court requires, and perform such other duties
as the supreme court directs.

(3) APPOINTMENT, TERM AND SALARY. The
administrative director shall be appointed by
the supreme court for an indefinite term. The
appointment shall be approved by a majority
of the justices upon recommendation of the ap-
pointee by the chief justice. His term shall end
when termination is approved by a majority of
the justices. He shall devote full time to his of-
ficial ‘duties to ‘the exclusion of engagement in
any other business or proféssion for profit. His
salary shall be fixed by the supreme court, but
shall not exceed "¢ompensation  paid by the
state and the countiés to any circuit judge. He
shall-be included within the Wisconsin retire-
ment fund and subch. I of ch. 41 shall apply to
him as they apply to justices of the supreme
court.

(3m) QUALIFICATIONS. The administrative
director shall have been actively engaged in the
practice of law for at least 10 years prior to his
appointment. In making the appointment pref-
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erence shall be given to candidates who have
had judicial or trial work experience.

~ (4) AssisTaNTs. The supreme court shall
appoint and fix the compensation of an assis-
tant to the administrative director where such
assistant is deemed necessary to enable him to
perform his duties.

(5) COMPLIANCE WITH REQUESTS. All
judges, municipal justices, clerks of court, reg-
isters in probate and other officers or employes
of the courts shall comply with all requests
made by the administrative director for infor-
mation and statistical data relative to the work
of the courts and of such offices.

(6) QUARTERS; The office of the administra-
tor of courts shall be in the state capitol as
convenient to the supreme court as may be

(7) GOVERNING BODY FOR COURTS. The ad-
ministrative director shall pursuant to s. 41.02
(29) act as the governing body for the supreme
court -and for circuit court judges and reporters
and county court judges and reporters.

(8) SALARY CERTIFICATIONS. The adminis-
trative director may require each judge to veri-
fy ‘and certify vouchers for salaries and ex-
penses of himself, his reporter and any assis-
tant reporters and, in certifying such salaries
and. expenses to the department of administra-
tion, ‘may rely on the certifications received
from the several judges

History: 1971 ¢. 254 5. 14.

257.23 Public defender. (1) OFFICE CRE-
ATED;  QUALIFICATIONS;  APPOINTMENT;
TERM. The supreme court shall employ a state
public defender who shall be an attorney li-
censed to practice law in this state. He shall be
employed for a period of 5 years and shall con-
tinue to serve until re-employed, or until a suc-
cessor is employed. During any such 5-year pe-
riod he may be removed by the supreme court
only for cause. He shall devote full time to the
performance of his duties.

(2) SALARY. The salary of the state public
defender shall be determined by the supreme
court but shall not exceed the maximum of the
salary range assigned to the senior assistant at-
torney general who represents the state in
criminal appeals. He may, w1th the approval of
the supreme court, employ one or more cleri-
cal assistants whose compensation shall be the
same as that paid to persons performing com-
parable service in the department of justice

(2m) ASSISTANT PUBLIC DEFENDERS. The
state public defender, with the approval of the
supreme court, may employ one or more assis-
tant - state public defenders. - Such assistants
shall be attorneys licensed to practice law in
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this state.  They shall devote full time to the
performance of their duties. The salaries for
assistant state public defenders shall be deter-
mined by the supreme court, upon recommen-
dation of the state public defender. Assistant
public defenders shall be compensated at a rate
comparable to the compensation received by
assistant attorneys general with comparable ex-
perience.

(3) QuARrTERS. The office of the state public
defender shall be in the state capitol.

(4) EXPENSES. The state public defender and
his-employes shall be reimbursed for travel,

- lodging. and subsistence whenever required in
the performance of his duties and in the same
manner as other state officers and employes.

_(5) Dumigs. The duties of the state public
defender shall be:

(a) To determine the mdrgency subject to
court review, of any person convicted of a felo-
ny or a gross misdemeanor, or of any person
confined to central state hospltal or an institu-
tion desrgnated by the. department of health
and social services, if any such person petitions
either the supreme court or the state public de-
fender tequesting rélief from his convrctron,
1mpr1sonment or confirlement.

(b) At the request of any such person deter-
mined by the state public defender to- be indi-
gent, or at the request of the supreme court, to
prosecute a writ of error, appeal, writ of habe-
as corpus or other post convrctron remedy in
behalf of ‘such person before that court, if the
state public defender is first satisfied that there
is arguable merit to-the proceeding.

= (¢) Upon' authotization- of the supreme court
to prosecute any-post-conviction remedy in the

trial court in behalf of any: person convicted. of

a felony or of a gross misdemeanor; whom the
.state public defender has determined to be in-
digent.

(d) Upon -a‘uthorrzatron of .the supreme‘

court, to represent any person confined to cen-
tral state hospital in any proceedings for reex-
amination of his mental condition initiated un-
der ss. 971.14 (5) and 971.17 (2) whom the
state public defender determines to be indigent.

(e) To perform all other duties necessary or
incidental to the performance of any of the
specific duties herein enumerated

(f) To require to be printed by the state
printer, when necessary, his briefs and appen-
dices and those of indigent defendants repre-
sented by other. attorneys.

(6) SUPREME COURT MAY APPOINT. Noth-
ing in sub. (5) shall prevent the supreme court
from appointing counsel for indigent persons
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convicted of .crime, or confined to central hos-
pital for the insane, in those situations where
the state public defender deems the application
of such persons is without arguable merit or in
other situations where the court determines it
advisable that the state public defender not act.
The court shall also be empowered to continue
the appointment of counsel, who represented
any such convicted indigent criminal defendant
in the trial court, to prosecute a writ of error,
appeal, writ of habeas corpus or other post-
conviction remedy.

Hlstory 1971 ¢ 125 ss. 497, 498; 1971 c. 164 s 89;
1971 ¢. 254 5. 16

257.25  State bar of Wisconsin. (1) There
shall be an association to be known as the
“State Bar of Wisconsin” composed of persons
licensed to practice law in this state, and mem-
bership in such association shall be a condition
preoedent to the r‘ight to practice law in Wis-
consin.

(2) The supreme court by approprrate orders
shall provide for the organization and govern-

ment of the association and shall define the

rights, obligations-and conditions .of member-

.ship therein, to the end that such association

shall :promote the public interest by maintain-
ing high-standards:of conduct in the legal pro-
fession and by aiding in the efﬁcrent admrnrs-

‘tration of justice.
. History: 1971 ¢.-254 s.:12.

257.27 Board of circuit judges. (1) The
circuit judges of the state constitute the board
of circuit judges and shall meet at least once
each year for the purpose of:

(a) Discussion and exchange of ideas among
the judges; -

(b) Recommendation-to its members of rules

‘of court to promote the due and prompt ad-

ministration of the judicial busmess of therr Te-
spectrve courts;:

{© Recommendatron to erther the leglslature
or the supreme court of methods for 1mprovmg
the administration of justice.

(2) The board shall elect a chairman. It shall
also elect a vice chairman who shall have all
the powers and duties of the chairman during
his disability or absence from the state, and
such other officers as they consider necessary,

History: 1971 ¢. 254s5. 9.

257.29 Board of county judges; uniform
forms. (1) The county judges of the state con-
stitute the board of county judges and shall
meet at least once each year. The board shall
elect a chairman, secretary and other officers
considered necessary and may establish sections
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for judges interested in specialized fields of
law. v

(2) (a) The board of county judges or its
duly authorized committee shall adopt uniform
forms necessary for the administration of pro-
ceedings under Title XLII-B. Duly authenti-
cated copies of these forms shall be furnished
to the secretary of state and kept on file in his
office: The secretary of state shall transmit
copies of these forms to the register in probate
in each county in the state.

-(b) The court in its discretion may refuse to
accept any legal documents not drafted in
compliance with the uniform forms.

.. History: 1971 ¢. 41 s. 12; 1971 ¢ 211 s. 125; 1971 ¢
254 s. 11.

257.31 Board of juvenile court judges;
juvenile couyrt forms. (1) The juvenile court
judges of the state constitute the “Board of
Juvenile Court Judges.” The board shall meet
at least twice each year at the time and place it
determines. The board shall elect a chairman,
secretary and any other officers from its num-
ber it deems necessary. These officers shall per-
form the duties prescribed by the board. The
board shall make any rules it deems advisable,
not inconsistent with law. Each.juvenile court
judge attending the meetings of the board shall
on presenting his certificate of attendance to the
county or municipal treasurer be reimbursed
for his travel and necessary expenses out of the
funds made available for his court.

(2) The board of juvenile court judges or its
duly authorized committee shall adopt uniform
forms necessary for the administration of juve-
nile matters under ch. 48. Duly authenticated
copies of these forms shall be furnished to the
secretary of state and kept on file in his office
The secretary of.state shall transmit copies of
these forms. to the register in' probate in each
county in the state and in counties having a
“population of 500,000 or more to the clerk of
the children’s court.

‘History: 1971 ¢. 2545 5
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257.33 Milwaukee board of county
judges. In counties having a population of
500,000 or more, there is created a board of
county judges consisting of the judges of all
branches of the county court for that county.
The board shall meet regularly and make such
rules and institute such measures as the board
determines will promote justice and expedite
the business of the courts in accordance with s.
253.18.
History: 1971 ¢c. 254 5. 10

257.35 Board of criminal court judges.
The full-time judges of the courts of record of
the state, hdving criminal jurisdiction, consti-
tute the board of criminal court judges. The
board shall meet at least twice each year at such
time and place as it determines. The board shall
elect a chairman, secretary and such other offi-
cers from its number as it deems necessary.
Such officers shall perform such duties as the
board prescribes Each such judge, except a cir-
cuit judge, attending the meetings of the board
shall on presenting his certificate of attendance
to the county or municipal treasurer be reim-
bursed for his travel and reasonable and neces-
sary expenses out of the funds made available
for his-court. '
History: 1971 ¢. 254 5. 13

257.37 ' County board of judges in popu-
lous counties. In counties having a population
of 200,000 or more there is constituted a county
board of judges to consist of all the judges of
courts of record in such county. A circuit judge
shall: be chairman of such board. Such board
shall have power by majority vote of all mem-
bers to- organize and -to establish, modify and
repeal rules, not inconsistent with the statutes,
to provide for the orderly, efficient and expedi-

“tious handling of all'matters within the jurisdic-

tion 'of such courts.
History: 1971 ¢. 254 s. 15.
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