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SELECTION AND DUTIES

7.03 Compensatlon of election officials.
A reasonable compensation of not less than $5
per-day shall be paid to each election clerk, bal-
lot clerk, inspector, voting machine custodian,
member of-a board of canvassers and messenger
employed and performing duties under - this ti-
tle. The amount of compensation shall be fixed
by-the appropriate governing body. The secre-
tary of state shall fix the amount to be paid any
person employed to perform duties for the state
and- charge the expenditures to the appropria-
tion of the hiring official or board.

7.08 . Secretary of state. In addition to his
duties for ballot arrangement: under ch. 5 and
date and notice requirements under ch. 10, the
secretary .of state shall:

(1) ELECTION FORMS; BLANKS, VOTING AP-
PARATUS. (a) Prepare all official ballot forms
necessary- under this title and revise the official
ballot forms to-harmonize with legislation and
the current official status of the political parties
whenever necessary.. Samples of the official bal-
lots shall be published with this title for public
use and distribution and the prescribed forms
shall be substantially followed in all electlons
under this title.

(b) Prepare and provide the necessary blanks
to.make the canvass, returns, statements and
tally sheet statements for all state, congressional,
legislative and county elections whether general,
special or judicial, and all materials as he deems
necessary. The blanks shall contain the neces-
sary certificates of the inspectors and canvassers
with notes. explaining their use and statutory
basis. Blanks for use at the September primary
shall be forwarded to the county clerks not later
than the 2nd-Friday in August. Blanks for the
general election shall be forwarded to the county
clerks not later than the 2nd Friday in:October.

The secretary of state is required to furnish only
the standard form tally sheet statement to any
city or county.

(c) With the approval of the attorney general,
promulgate rules for the administration of the
statutory requirements for voting machines and
any other voting apparatus which may be intro-
duced in this state for use at elections. He may
obtain assistance from competent persons to
check the machines and apparatus and approve
for use those meeting the statutory requirements
and shall establish reasonable compensation for
persons performing duties under this subsection.

(2). CERTIFIED LISTS. (a) As soon as possible
after the closing date for filing nomination pa-
pers or after the canvass of the primary vote, but
nolater than the deadlines.established in s. 10.06
transmit to.each county clerk a certified list of
all candidates on file in his office for which elec-
tors in that county may vote. The list shall desig-
nate the order of arrangement and contain each
candidate’s name in any combination of initials
for the first and middle names, plus the last
name, but no nicknames, abbreviations or titles;
his residence and post-office address; the office
for which he is a candidate; and, the party or
principle he represents, if any, in 5 words or less.
Names of candidates nominated under s. 7.38(3)
or 8.35 shall be certified by the secretary of state
upon filing of the necessary papers with him.
Nothing in this paragraph precludes the use by
a female candidate of her maiden name or previ-
ous married name as her middle name as well as
her complete first name.

(b) The certified list of candldates for presi-
dent and vice president-nominated at a national
convention by a party entitled to a September
primary ballot or for whom electors have been
nominated under s. 8,20 shall be sent as soon as
possible after the closing date for filing nomina-
tion papers, but nolater than the deadlmes es-
tablished in s.-10.06.
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(3) ELECTION MANUAL. Prepare and publish
separate from the election laws an election man-
ual explaining the duties of the election officials
and the qualifications and privileges of electors,
together with notes and references to the statutes
as he deems advisable. The manual shall be fur-
nished free to election officials and others in
such manner as he deems most likely to promote
the public welfare.

(4) ELECTION LAWS. Prepare and publish the
election laws. The election laws shall be fur-
nished free to election officials. Distribution to
all others shall be made upon payment of a fee
of $1 per copy.

(5) QUESTION REFERRAL. Refer any ques-
tions submitted under s. 7.10 (4) or 7.15 (8) to
the attorney general or department of adminis-
tration for official determination.

Histoxy: 1971 c¢. 242.

7.10. County clerks. (1) ELECTION SUPPLIES
AND BALLOTS. (a) Each county clerk shall pro-
vide printed ballots for every election in his
county for-all offices of county level or above.
The official and sample ballots shall be printed
in substantially the same form as those annexed
to ch. 5. ,

(b) The county clerk shall supply sufficient
registry list blanks for municipalities that do not
have elector registration and other election sup-
plies. The registry list blanks shall contain the
forms for the official oaths of the election offi-
cials: The registry list blanks and other election
'supplies shall be enclosed in the sealed package
containing ‘the official ballots and delivered to
the municipal clerk for each ward

(c) With county board approval any county

clerk may purchase or print the official forms of

nomination papers for distribution to any person
at ‘cost or free.

@) PREPARING BALLOTS. The county clerk
shall prepare copy for the ofﬁmal ballots imme-
diately upon receipt of the certified list of candi-
dates’ names from the secretary of state. Names
certified by the secretary of state shall be ar-
ranged in the order certified. The county clerk
shall place the names of all candidates filed in his
office or certified to him by the secretary of state
on the proper ballots under the- appropnate of-
fice and party titles.

(3) TIME SCHEDULE (a) The county clerk
shall distribute the ballots to the municipal
clerks 3 weeks before any primary or general
election. He shall distribute the ballots for the
spring-election 5o they are received by the mu-
nicipal clerks at least 10.days before the election.

Election blanks prepared: by the secretary of

state shall be distributed at the same time.
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(b) The county clerk shall distribute an ade-
quate supply of separately wrapped official bal-
lots to each municipal clerk so the municipal
clerk may supply ballots to absent elector appli-
cants. The remaining ballots shall be sent in sep-

*-arately sealed packages clearly designating the

ward for which each is intended and the approx-
imate number of ballots of each kind enclosed.

(4) RESOLVING NOTICE DOUBTS. When in
doubt as to compliance with the statutory re-
quirements for election notices or the correct
fees to be paid for them, the county clerk may
consult the secretary of state.

History: 1971 ¢. 304 s 29 (2).-

7.11 Menominee county; town elections.

The clerk shall prepare a ballot distinguishing

between supervisors elected at large and by

ward in any county having only one:town with

a part of the board members elected by wards.
Hlstoxy 1971 ¢. 304 s 29 (2)

7.15. Municipal clerks. (1) SUPERVISE REG-
ISTRATION AND..ELECTIONS. Each municipal
clerk has charge and supervision of elections and
registration .in the municipality. He shall per-
form the following duties and any others which
may be necessary to properly conduct elections
or registration:

(a). Equip polling places

(b) Provide for the purchase and maintenance
of election equipment.

(c) Provide ballots and other supplies for con-
ducting elections. Materials received from the
county clerk shall be delivered with the ballots
before the' polls open.

(d) Prepare the necessary notices and publica-
tions.in connection with the conduct of e]ectlons
or registrations:” =

“(e)-Instruct election ofﬁmals in ‘their duties,
calling them together whenever advisable, and
inspect systematically and thoroughly the con-
duct of elections in the municipality so that elec-
tions are honestly, efficiently and uniformly con-
ducted. -

(f) May discharge an election official for im-
proper conduct or wilful neglect .of duties.

(g) Report suspected election frauds, irregu-
larities or violations of which he has knowledge
to the district attorney. -

(h) Review; examine and certify the sufficien-
cy and validity of petitions ancl nommatlon pa-
pers.

(i) Direct how and when to destroy the con-
tents of the blank ballot boxes and unused elec-
tion materials.

(2)° MUNICIPAL ELECTION DUTIES. (a) In
municipal elections, the municipal clerks shall

perform the duties prescr ibed for county clerks

by.s. 7.10:
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“(b) Cities over 500,000 population may print
their own official and sample ballots. The ballots
shall be printed so they-are ready at ]east 2 days
before the election.

-(c) With the consent of the county clerk, mu-
nicipalities may print their own ballots whenev-
er voting machines are used in nonpartisan elec-
tions where both local and ‘judicial candidates
appear on' the ballot. This paragraph does not
apply to cities under par. (b).

“(d) Whenever by ordinance or tesolution the
goyerning body of any municipality submits any
question, ordinance or proposed recall from of-
fice to a vote of the electors, the municipal clerk
shall issue a call for the election and prepare and
distribute ballots as required in the authoriza-
tion of submission. The ballot shall conform to
s. 5.64(2). If there is already an official ballot for
the election, the question, ordinance or recall
may be prmted at the bottom of the ballot.

3 VOTING MACHINE DUTIES (a) Where
votmg machmes are used, the municipal clerk
shall provide at least 2 duplicate sample ballots
for each voting ward in diagram form showmg
the front of the machine as it will appear in the
voting ‘booths on election day.

-(b) Machine and sample ballots shall be fur-
nished to the ward officials-at least one day be-
fore the election.

@ RECORDING ELECTORS. After each elec-
tion where registration” other than permanent
registration is used, the municipal clerk shall
make a‘record of each elector who has voted at

the election by stamping or writing the date of

the election in the appropriate space on the origi-
nal registration affidavit of the elector.

(5) RECORD OF . BALLOTS RECEIVED. Each
municipal clerk shall keep a record of when and
in_what condmon the packages containing the
ballots were received from the county clerk. The
municipal clerk shall deliver to the proper offi-
cjals the unopened packages of ballots the day
before. the. electlon ‘

(6) SUBSTITUTE BALLOTS. The municipal
clerk shall provide substitute ballots i in substan-
tially: the form of the original ballots whenever
the necessary original ballots are not delivered to
the municipality, are destroyed, are lostor stolen
after delivery, are not ready for distribution or
the supply- is- exhausted: during- polling hours.
Upon receiving the substitute ballots accompa-
nied by ‘a statement made under oath by the
municipal clerk that the ballots-have been pre-
pared and furnished by him to: replace the origi-
nal ballots which are not available; the election
officials shall-use the substitute ballots the same
as if originals.

ELECTION OFFICIALS; DUTIES 7.21

~(7) REQUEST CANVASS ASSISTANCE. The mu-
nicipal clerk may request all election officials to
assist the inspectors in canvassing the votes re-
ceived: at the respective polling places: .

(8) ‘RESOLVING  NOTICE DOUBTS.. When in
doubt as to compliance with the statutory re-
quirements for election notices or the correct
fees to be paid for them, the municipal clerk may
consult the secretary of state:

History: 1971 ¢..304 s 29.(2).

7.20 Board of election commissioners.
(1) A municipal board of election commiission-
ers and a county board of election commission-
ers shall be established in every city and county
over:500,000 population. !

-(2) ‘Each board shall consist of 3 members,
each’member being chosen from lists of at least
3 names each, selected and approved jointly by
each party’s county statutory committee-and the
county voluntary committee of the 2 parties re-
ceiving the most votes for governor in the last
general -election.” The county executive for the
county election board, and the mayor for the
¢ity election board, shall select from the lists 2
persons from the majority party and one per son
from the next highest party.

(3) The persons chosen shall be qualified elec-
tors and: residents of the state and county and,
for the city election board, of the city.

(4) Before beginning their duties as election
commissioners. each appomtee shall take and file
the official oath.

(5) Each board shall choose its own chairman.
An act of a. majority of the board is an act of the
board. - _

.. (6) The election commissioners shall not hold
any other public office and are ineligible for any
appointive or elective public: office, except the
office of notary public, during their term.

(7) The term. of office shall be 4 years, and
until successors have been commissioned and
quahﬁed beginning,on July. 1 each year follow-
ing a presidential election. Successors shall be
appointed. the same way.

7.21 - Election commissioners, duties and
regulations. (1) All duties and provisions of
Title II for elections assigned to the municipal
or county clerk, the municipal or county board
of canvassers, or the municipal or county gov-
erning body shall be carried out by the proper
election board or its executive secretary, unless
specially retained or assigned in this section or
s. 7.22.

(2) The board may hire an executive secretary
who “shall -perform whatever duties the board
assigns to him: The common council for cities
and the-county board for counties shall deter-
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mine the salary. If the same person serves as
executive secretary for both a city and county
election board, he shall receive only one salary,
the city and county each paying half. Appoint-
ment and removal shall be subject to civil service
standards

(3) The election board is authonzed to employ
additional clerical assistants to carry out their
necessary duties. Their salaries shall be fixed by
the governing body of the municipality or ¢coun-
ty. . .

(4) The election board may procure a seal to
authentlcate ofﬁc1al papers and documents.

(5) The city council and county board shall
provide office space in the city hall and county
courthouse, respectively, pay-all the necessary
expenses; co-operate- with the board, -provide
storage.space- for the election equipment and
supplies and- assist-with: the moving--and con-
ductmg of the’elections as necessary

7 22 Mumclpal electlon board (1) The
common council shall determine the salaries of
the election commissioners and shall include
sufficient funds in its budget to allow the mu-
nicipal election board. to fulfill its duties.

. (2). All expenses shall-be paid upon order of
the election: board, signed by the chairman and
executive. secretary and countersigned by the
city comptroller. The orders, made payable to
pérsons .in- whose favor. issued, shall be the
vouchers for the city treasurer for the payment
of the: orders.

/(3) The election board shall prepare and fur-
nish copies of all registrations, books, maps, in-
structions and blanks pertaining to the rules for
registration.and conducting elections for the use
and guidance of the €lection officials.

(4) The election-board shall combpile and pub-
lish a biennial report, containing election statis-
tics and returns of all primaries and elections
held within their city and county. Copies of the
same shall be distributed’ to persons in such
quantities as the board deems proper.

(5) The chief of police shall station at least one
pohceman at each polhng place for every elec-
tion.- ,

7.,23 Destruction of election materials.
(1) All materials and supplies associated with
an electlon, except as provided in sub. (2), may
be destroyed according to the following sched-
ule:

(a) Any unused materials after an election and
the contents of the blank ballot box after a pri-
mary may be destroyed at a time and in a man-
ner designated by the appropriate clerk.
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.. (b) Voting machine recorders essential for
proper operation of the voting machine may be
reactivated 14 days after the primary and 60
days after any spring or general election unless
there is litigation pending, a demand for recount
or. notlce of an election contest.

(c)- Canceled registration cards may be de-
stroyed after 4 years.

- (d).Financial statements may be destroyed af-
ter 6 years.

(e) All other materials. and supphes assocmted
with an election may be destroyed 90 days after

the election.

.(2) If any contest of the electlon is pendmg at
the explratlon of the time, the relevant material
shall not be destxoyed until the contest is ﬁnally
determmed In all contested election cases, the
contesting parties shall have the right to have the
ballots opened and to have all errors of the in-
spectors, either in counting or Iefusmg to count
any ballot, corrected by the court or body trymg
the contest. The ballots shall be opened only in
opén court or in open session of the body and in
the presence of the official havmg custody over
them

7 25 Votmg machme offucuals duties. (1)
The municipal clerk of each municipality in
which: voting. machines are used is responsible
for the proper ballot being placed on each ma-
chine, the sample ballots, setting, adjusting, and
putting the machine in order to use in voting
when delivered to the ward. For the purpose of
labehng, settmg, adjusting and puttmg the vot-
ing machines in order, one or more competent
votmg machine custodlans ‘may be employed.

(2) Under thé direction of the mumCIpal clerk,’
the custodian shall label, set, adjust, put in order
and deliver the'machines with all necessary fur-
niture and appliances to the rooms where the
election will be held in each ward at least one
hour before the time set for opening the polls on
electlon day.

“(3) In preparing a voting machine for an elec-
tion according to the directions furnished, the
custodian shall arrange the machine and ballot
so-both will meet all the requirements for voting
and counting the election in the manner provid-
ed for in machine construction.

(4) When a voting machine is properly pre-
pared for an ‘eléction and delivered to the elec-
tion ward, it shall be locked ‘and sealed against
any movement and the officials or governing
body-shall provide proper protection to prevent
tampering with the machines. The custodians
preparing the machines shall deliver the keys for
the machines to the municipal clerk together
with a written report of each machine’s condi-
tion.
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-(5) Before an election each election -official
serving at a polling place where voting machines
areused shall be instructed in-their use and their
duties in connection with them by the municipal
clerk who shall call as many meetings to give
instructions to the election officials as are neces-
sary. Each election official who is qualified to
perform his duties. shall receive at least $1 for
each meeting at which he received instructions
and shall be paid in the same manner and at the
same time as are those who serve on election
day. Any person who does not understand the
machines shall not be paid nor be allowed to
serve.

(6) (a) Where voting machines are used, the

election “officials for each ward shall meet at
their proper polling place.at least 15 minutes
before the time set for opening of the polls to
arrange the voting machines and furniture to
properly conduct the election.
: (b) Before opening the polls, they shall com-
pare the ballot labels on the machines with the
sample ballots furnished to insure that the
names, numbers and letters thereon agree; ex-
amine the seal on €ach machine to see that it has
not been broken; and examine the counter on
each machine to see that each registers 000. If
any counter on any machine does not register
000, the counter number and the number show-
ing on the counter shall be recorded, signed by
all the election officials and a copy conspicuous-
ly posted at: the pollmg place during polling
hours. -

(c) After the inspection under par. (b), on the
blanks furnished, they shall certify the condition
of-each voting machine and its counters. Each
form shall be signed by each election official.
After the election, one copy of each machine’s
certification shall be delivered with each- copy of
the election returns. : ,

- History: 1971 < 304 s. 29 (2)

7.30 Inspectors, clerks, tabulators. (1)
NUMBER. There shall be 3 inspectors, 2 election
clerks, and 2 ballot clerks at each polling place
at each election held under Title II. Where vot-
ing machines are used, the ballot clerks shall be
dispensed with, and, if more than one voting
machine is used, additional inspectors may be
appointed from the predominant party at the
preceding -general election. Election clerks are
not required in municipalities with an election
board in counties over 500,000 population. .
(2) QUALIFICATIONS AND PROCEDURE. (a)
Each mspector and clerk shall be a quallﬁed
elector in the ward, but election officials serving
more than one ward or when necessary to fill a
vacancy under par. (b) need not be a resident of
the ward. They shall be able to read and write
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the English language, be capable, be of good
understanding, and shall not be a candidate, oth-
er than for aldermanic district or ward commit-
teeman, to be voted for at that election. In Ist
class cities they shall hold no public office other
thar notary public. All officials shall be affiliat-
ed with one of the 2 political parties which re-
ceived the lar gest number of votes for president,
or governor in nonpresidential general election
years, in the ward at the last election. The party
which received the largest number of votes shall
be entitled to 2 inspectors, one clerk and one
ballot clerk for each ward. The party receiving
the next largest number of votes shall be entitled
to one inspector, one clerk and one ballot clerk
for each ward. .

(b) When a vacancy occurs, the appomtment
shall be filled by the municipal clerk from.the
remaining names on the submitted lists or from
names submitted by the county party commit-
tee. If the vacancy is due to the candidacy, sick-
ness or from any other cause, the appointment
shall be a temporary appointment and effective
only for that election. The same qualifications
shall be required, but vacancies may. be filled in
cases’ of emergency or because of time limita-
tions by a person from another aldermanic dis-
trict or ward within the election district so the
proper balance of party repxesentatlon is main-
tained.

(c) The governing body of any municipality
may require all persons named on the party lists
for election officials to prove their ability to read
and write English and to have a general knowl-
edge of the election laws. Examinations may be
given to prove the qualifications can be met.

(3) TABULATORS. (a) Not less than 30 days
before any ‘election the governing body of any
mumclpallty, by resolution, may authorize the
municipal clerk to select tabulators at a compen-
sation fixed by the governing body.

(b) The tabulators shall assist and be under
the direction of the election inspectors after the
close of the polls

(4) APPOINTMENTS. (a) Except in cities where
there is a board of election commissioners, the
mayor, president or chairman of each munici-
pality shall nominate to the governing body at
their first regular meeting in February of each
odd-numbered. year the necessary election offi-
cials for each election ward: If no regular meet-
ing is scheduled, he shall call a special meeting
for the purpose on the last Tuesday in February.

(b) The 2 dominant parties, under sub. (2), are
each responsible for submitting a:list of names
from which the appointees shall be chosen.

1. In cities where there is a board of election
commissioners, the elected aldermanic district
committeemen of each of the 2 dominant parties
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shall submit a certified list containing the names
of at least 5 times as many electors as there are
voting wards in an aldermanic district. The
board of election commissioners shall appoint,
during February of odd-numbered years, three-
fifths of the list as inspectors and two-fifths as
ballot clerks giving the first choices and alter-
nates for each.

2. In municipalities other than 1st and 2nd
class cities the party committees shall submit a
list containing at least twice as many names as
there are needed appointees from that party. The
lists in 2nd class cities need not contain twice the
number of names as appointees. The lists shall be
submitted through the aldermanic district or
town chairman of the 2 regular party commit-
tees to their county, city, aldermanic district or
ward committee to the mayor, president or
chairman of the municipality. Only those per-
sons selected by the chairman of each alderman-
ic district or town committee shall act as election
officials. The list shall contain the signature of
the chairman and secrétary of the submitting
county, city, town or ward committee. Upon
submission of each nominee’s name, the govern-
ing body shall approve or disapprove the nomi-
nation. If any nominees are disapproved, the
mayor, president or chairman of the municipal-
ity shall immediately nominate another person
from the appropriate lists submitted and contin-
ue until the necessary number of election offi-
cials from each party is achieved at that meeting.

. (c) If the lists are not submitted by December
15 of the year prior to the time for appointment,
the board shall appoint, and the mayor, presi-
dent or chairman of a municipality shall nomi-
nate as appears appropriate.

(5).OATH OF OFFICE. Within 5 days after ap-
pointment of the election officials the municipal
cle;k shall give each appointee notice. The ap-
pointees shall file the official oath with the mu-
nicipal clerk within 10 days after the mailing of
the notice. Appointeés to fill vacanciés or any
other election official who has not filed the oath,
before receiving any ballots, shall sign the oath
and return it to the municipal clerk. An inspec-
tor, after taking the oath, may ‘administer any
oath required to conduct an election.

(6) OFFICE TENURE. (a) The appointed elec-
tion officials shall hold office for 2 years and
until their ‘successors are appointed and quali-
fied: They shall serve at every election held in
their ward during their term of office.

(b)-At the first election following their ap-
pomtment the inspectors shall elect orie of their
number.-as chairman’ of the: inspectors. The
chairman shall hold the position for the remain-
der of the term. If a vacancy occurs in the chair-
man position, the inspectors shall elect one of
their number to serve as chairman until the va-
cancy is removed.
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(c) If any election official lacks the qualifica-
tions set forth in this section, is guilty of neglect-
ing his official duties or commits official miscon-
duct he shall be summarily removed from office
and the vacancy shall be filled under sub. (2)(b).
3’sglistory: 1971 ¢ 242; 1971 c¢. 304 s 29 (1), (2); 1971 c.

7.31 Compuisory service. Service as an
election official under this chapter shall be
mandatory upon all qualified electors appoint-
ed, during the full 2-year term, after which they
shall be exempt from further service as an elec-
tion official, under this chapter, until 3 terms of
2 years each have elapsed. Municipal clerks
may grant exemptions from service at any time.

7.32 Jury duty exemption. Any person ap-
pointed an election official shall be exempt from

jury duty only on election days.

7.33 Change of election official numbers
and power. By ordinance or resolution, the
governing body of any municipality may reduce
the number of election officials, provide a redis-
tribution of duties among the remaining offi-
cials, and- modify or rescind any similar previ-
ous action.

7.35 Ballot clerk duties. (1) GENERAL.
Ballot clerks serve only:on election days when
paper ballots are used. They shall take charge of
the official ballots, write their initials on' the
back of each ballot, fold it in the proper manner
to.be deposited and deliver to each elector as he
enters the voting booth one ballot properly fold-
ed.and indorsed by 2 ballot clerks. If asked,
ballot clerks may:instruct any elector as-to the
proper manher: of marking the ballot, but shall
not give-advice, suggestions, express any prefer-
ences or make any requests as to the person for
whom or the ballot on which the elector shall
vote.

) IMPROPER CONDUCT. Any election offi-
cial who intentionally fails to properly indorse a
ballot or who gives an elector a ballot not prop-
erly indorsed shall be disqualified from acting as
an -election official and fined $5.

(3) ATTACH PASTERS. Whenever a vacancy
occurs in a nomination after the -ballots have
been printed and pasters :are provided under s.
7.38(3)-or 8.35, the ballot clerks shall properly
paste thém on-the ofﬁc1a1 ballots before mdorse—
ment. S :

7.36 Election clerk duties. (1) Election
clerks, under ch. 6, shall have charge of the reg-
istry lists at each election. In 1st class cities, this
duty shall be assigned to the inspectors.
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(2) Except in cities of the 1st class, the election
clerks also shall certify to the correctness of the
tally sheets, under s. 7. 51(4) when they assist in
the canvass

7.37 Inspectors dutles (1) ADJOURN TO
ANOTHER LOCATION. Whenever it becomes im-
possible or inconvenient to hold an election at
the designated location, the inspectors, after as-
sembling at or as near the designated polling
place as practicable and before receiving any
votes, -may adjourn -to the nearest convenient
place for holding the election. A proclamation of
the move shall be made and a constable or other
proper person shall be stationed at or as near as
possible to the place where the adjournment was
made, to notify all electors of the place to which
the election adjourned. At the new location they
shall immediately proceed with the election.

". (2) CHECK BALLOT BOXES. Immediately be-
fore the proclamation that the polls are open the
election inspectors; shall open each ballot box in
the presence of the people assembled there, turn
the boxes upside down so as to empty them of
everything that may be inside and then lock
them. The ballot boxes shall remain locked and
shall not be reopened until the polls close for the
purpose of counting the ballots therein.

. (3)_PRESERVE: ORDER. The inspectors shall
possess full authority to maintain order and to
enforce obedience to -their lawful commands
during the-election and the canvass of the votes.
They shall permit only one person in a voting
booth at a time and shall prevent any person
from taking notice of how another: person has
voted, except when assistance is given under s.
6.82. If any person refuses to obey the lawful
commands, ‘or is disorderly in the presence or
hearing of the inspectors, interrupts or disturbs
the proceedings, they may order any constable
or other proper person to remove him from the
premises or take him into’ custody durmg the
election,

(4) POSTING SAMPLE BALLOTS. Where voting
machines are used, 2 sample ballots sent by the
municipal clerk shall be posted by the inspectors
near the entrance to the polling location for pub-
lic inspection throughout the day. )

(5) CHALLENGED ELECTORS. If any person is
challenged for cause, the inspectors shall ask
questions under s. 6.92 and with the aid of other
provisions. of ch. 6 as appear applicable, shall
resolve the challenge.

(6) SPOILED BALLOTS. Any spoiled ballot re-
turned to an inspector under s. 6.80(2)(c) shall
be 1mmed1ately destroyed by one of the 1nspec-
tors.-
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(7) CanvaAsSErs. The election  inspectors
shall constitute the board of canvassers of their
respective ward and in that capacity shall per-
form the duties under s. 7.51.

History: 1971 ¢. 304 s. 29 (2).

7.38  Political party election functions. (1)
OBSERVERS. (a) For every election ward each
political party may appoint 2 party observers
and an alternate for each, as observers of the
election proceedings-and the canvassing of the
ballots.. The appointments may be made by the
local committee of the party that nominated the
candidates. Candidates nominated by nomina-
tion. papers or candidates for city offices may
similarly appoint observers.

(b) Each appointment shall be filed with the
proper municipal clerk at least 4 days before the
election, and signed by the person making them.
The file copy shall specify the name and resi-
dence of the appointee, the election ward to
which appomted and the name of the alternate
appointee, in case the original appointee is ab-
sent

(¢) Upon filing, the cletk shall issue permits to
the appointees giving authority to be present
during the election-and counting of the ballots.
Upon request, the clerk shall issue a permit to
the alternate appointee when an original ap-
pointee fails to serve for all or a part of the day.

(d) Observers of election proceedings, as a
matter of right, shall be so positioned at the polls
by the chairman of inspectors as to reasonably
be enabled to closely observe proceedings and
hear instructions given to voters.

(2) SAMPLE' BALLOTS. Any committee or
candidate, .at their own: expense, may print a
supply of sample ballots, provided they bear on
their face the authorization required by s. 12.16.

(3) 'VACANCIES AFTER- NOMINATION. (a)
Whenever a vacancy occurs after'a primary due
to declination, death, or any other cause, the
vacancy may be filled by the nominee’s party
committee. The committee’s chairman and sec-
retary shall file with the proper official a certifi-
cate signed, certified and sworn to the same as
an original certificate. The certificate shall state
the cause of thé vacancy, the name of the new
nominee and the office for which nominated. A
party committee may not nominate a candidate
for an office for which no person representing
that party has filed nomination papers. and dec-
laration of acceptance:

(b) The certificate shall be filed within 4 days
of the date of the vacancy and shall have-the
same effect as an original certificate. ;

(c) If the vacancy occurs after the ballots have
been printed, the chairman of the committee fill-
ing the vacancy shall supply the ballot clerks
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with pasters containing the name of the new
nominee only. : ‘
(d) There can be no vacancy in nomination
prior to a party primary.
History: 1971 c. 304 s. 29 (2).
CANVASS OF RETURNS AND
CERTIFICATION

7.50 Elector intent. (1) REQUIREMENTS
AND RESTRICTIONS. (a) Except as provided in s.
7.15(6), only ballots provided by the person au-
thorized to have them printed shall be cast and
counted in any election

(b) When an elector casts more votes for any
office or measure than he is entitled to cast at
any election, all his votes for that office or meas-
ure shall be rejected and he shall be deemed to
have voted for none of them.

(2) ASCERTAINMENT OF INTENT. All ballots
cast at an election shall be counted for the per-
son-or referendum question for whom  or for
which they were intended, so far as the electors’
intent can be ascertained from the ballots not-
" withstanding mformality or failure to fully com-
ply with the provisions of Title I1. To determine
intent:

~(a) At a general election, if the elector places
a mark or symbol under a party designation at
the head of a column in or near the space indi-
cated for that purpose, it is a vote for all the
candidates whose names appear in the marked
column except as otherwise provided in this par-
agraph. If a name is stricken, it shall not be a
vote for that candidate. If a name is written in,
it shall be a vote for the write-in candidate. If'a
sticker is-attached it shall be a vote for the candi-
date on the sticker. If in some other column
there is a mark: in:the square to the right of a
specific candidate’s name for the same office, it
shall be a vote for that specific candidate and no
vote shall be counted for the candidate for the
same office in the column marked for a straight
party vote.:

(b)- A ballot cast W1thout any marks shall not
be counted. A ballot without a mark at the top
of a party column shall be counted only for per-
sons for whom marks are applicable. =

(c) If'an elector marks his ballot with a cross
(X), or any other marks, as’§; A, V, O, /; v, +,
within- the square. to the right of-a candidate’s
name, or any place within the space in which the
name appears; indicating an intent to vote for
that candidate, it is a vote for the candidate
whose name. it is opposite. .-

(d) When an elector writes a person’s name in
the proper space for write-ins for:that office, it
is. a vote for the person-written in, even if the
elector fails to strike .the name printed in. the
same column for the same. office, or makes.a
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mark by the same or any other name for the
same office, or omits the mark to the right of the
name. written in.

(e) No ballot shall be regarded as defective
due to misspelling a candidate’s name, or by
abbreviation, addition, omission or use of a
wrong initial in the name. Every ballot shall be
counted for the candidate for whom it was in-
tended, if the elector’s intent can be ascertained
from the ballot itself.

(f) If a sticker is applied it is a vote for the
name appearing on the sticker even if the elector
omits the mark to-the right of the name, or
makes a mark in another column for a candidate
for the same office, but pasting of names over the
space for voting a straight party ballot or over
any name printed on the ballot shall not be al-
lowed and ‘any name so pasted shall not be
counted. If the sticker on its face lists the office,
the candidate’s name for that office and has a
box with a cross (X) to the right of the candi-
date’s ‘name, it shall be a vote for that named
person for that named office even if the sticker
is pasted somewhere else on the face of the ballot
or the elector makes a mark for another candi-
date for the same office. The sticker shall be no
larger than the space provided for the office for
which it is intended. If the sticker does not con-
tain a box with a cross (X), it shall be counted,
but only stickers appearing on the face of the
ballot: are valid and counted. «

(g) In partisan primaries; if an elector writes
in the name ofa person who is‘a candidate for
the same office on'a ballot other than the one on
which the elector writes the name, the vote shall
not be counted for that person for either party.
Only those votes for a candidate -of the party
upon whose ballot his name is written or write-
ins not appearing on another ballot shall be
counted for the person as a candidate of that
party )

(h) Where voting machines are used, write-in
votes shall not be counted for any person for any
party, if the person’s name appears on the print-
ed ballot labels of that party. To vote for any
person as the candidate of any party when that
person’s name does not appear on the printed
ballot label of that party, the elector shall write
thé name of the person in the irregular ballot
device designating the party for which he desues
such person'to be the nommee

7. 51 Local board of canvassers. (1) CAN-'
VASSING. Immediately. after ‘the polls close the
inspectors shall proceed to.canvass publicly all
votes received at that polling place. The-canvass
shall continue, without adjournment, until the
canvass is'completed: and the return statements
are made. The inspectors shall first compare the
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registry lists, correcting-any mistakes until the
registry lists agree and verify their correctness
by each signing their name thereto.

(a) Where paper ballots are used, they shall
_ then open the ballot box and remove and count
the number of ballots therein without examina-
tion except as is necessary to ascertain that each
is a single ballot. If 2 or more ballots are folded
together so as to appear as a single ballot, they
shall be laid aside until the count is completed;
and if, after a comparison of the count and the
appearance of the ballots it appears to a majority
of the inspectors that the ballots folded together
were voted by the same person they shall be
destroyed. If, after any ballots folded together
have been destroyed, the number of ballots ex-
ceeds the total number of electors recorded on
the registry lists the ballots shall be placed in the
ballot box and one of the inspectors shall public-
ly draw therefrom by chance, and without exam-
ination, destroy the number of ballots equal to
the excess number. When the number of ballots
and total shown on the registry lists agree, the
inspectors shall open, count and record the
number of votes. ..

(b) Immedrately .after the polls close, where
voting machines are used, they shall open the
registering or recording compartments and can-
vass, record, announce and return on the provid-

ed return sheets and certificates furnished. In

recordrng the votes regrstered on any counter
which, before the opening of the polls, did not
register 000, the inspectors shall upon the return
sheets subtract the number registered before the
polls opened from the number registered when
the polls closed. The difference between the 2
numbers shall be the correct vote for the candi-
date whose hame was tépresented by the coun-
ter, except if the number registered on the coun-
ter when the polls closed is smaller than the
number registered thereon when the polls
opened, the number 1,000 shall be added to the
“number, regrstered when the polls closed, before
the subtraction is made.

(2) DEFECTIVE AND IRREGULAR BALLOTS.
When, during the countmg of the ballots cast at
an election, the inspectors find a ballot which is
so defective that it cannot be determlned with
reasonable certamty for whom it was cast, a ma-

jority of the inspectors shall determine whether -

the . ballot- is defective, and if so, it shall be
marked and not counted:- During the count the
inspectors shall place those ballots cast by-chal-
lenged electors and marked “Objected to™ apart
fronr:the other ballots and shall keep a written

statément; in duplicate; ‘of the number of defec-

tive and ob_]ected to ballots The ofﬁcrals shall
certify that the statement is correct slgn it, and
attach 1t to the canvass statements..
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(3) SECURING THE BALLOTS. (a) The inspec-
tors shall place together all ballots counted by
them, except those marked-“Objected to”, and
secure them together so that they cannot be unt-
ied or tampered with without breaking the seal.
The- secured ballots together with any ballots
marked “Defective” or “Objected to”, shall then
be secured by the inspectors in the container
provided in such a manner that the containers
cannot be opened without breaking the seals or
locks.. The ballots returned to.the county clerk
shall be delivered in the canvas bag provided at
the same time as the other election materials
under sub. (1).

(b) For municipal elections the mspector s, in
lieu of par. (a), after counting the ballots shall
return them to the proper ballot boxes, lock the
boxes, paste paper over the slots, sign their
names to the paper and deliver them and the
keys therefor to the municipal clerk.

(c) Where votrng machines are used, as soon
as the count is complete and fully recorded, the
inspectors shall seal, close and lock the machine,
or remove the record so it cannot be voted on or
tampered with. They shall then proceed to sepa-
rately canvass and return as for paper ballots,
any. write-in - votés, absentee ballots or chal-
lenged ballots which shall be designated irregu-
lar ballots. Upon completion of the canvass, the
inspectors shall return them in a properly sealed
container indorsed “Irregular Ballots” indicat-
ing the ward and county. The irregular ballots
along with any tally sheets taken from the ma-
chines shall be retumed to the proper clerk.

(4) ANNOUNCE AND REPORT. (a) When the
canvass is complete, the inspectors shall publicly
announce the results from the tally sheets. They.
shall state the total number of votes cast for each
office and for each person receiving votes for
that office and shall state the vote for and against
each proposition voted on. They shall immedi-
ately complete the mspectors statements in du-
plrcate, whrch shall be combmed with the tally
sheet setfing forth.in written ‘words as well as
figures, the total number of votes for each office, -
the names of all persons receiving votes, the
number of votes each person received, and the
number of votes for and agarnst any proposition
at the election. They shall state the number of
the last elector as shown by the registry lists. The
inspectors shall then certify:-to the correctness of
the statements and sign.their names. All other
election ofﬁcrals ‘assisting with the canvass shall
also certify. to the correctness, of the tally sheets.

. (b) The inspectors’ chairman, or one of the
inspectors.appointed by -him, immediately -after
the votes are tabulated or counted at each elec-
tion, shall report the returns of the election to
the proper-clerk who shall then make it public.
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(5) RETURNS. The inspectors shall make full
and accurate return of the votes cast for each
candidate -and proposition on blanks provided
for the purpose. After recording the votes, one
tally sheet statement and registry list shall be
properly sealed for delivery to the county clerk
and one tally sheet statement and registry list
shall be properly sealed for the municipal clerk.
The envelopes and all ballots and materials shall
be delivered immediately to the municipal clerk.
The municipal clerk shall deliver the appropri-
ate election materials for his municipality to the
county clerk by 2 p.m. the day following each
election, The person delivering the returns shall
be paid out of the municipal treasury as each
governing-body determines.

History: 1971 c. 304 5. 29 (2).

7.53 Municipal canvass. (1) MUNICIPAL-
ITIES WITH ONE WARD. Where the municipality
constitutes one ward, the canvass shall be con-
ducted publicly under s. 7.51. Upon completion
of the canvass and ascertainment of the results
by the inspectors, the clerk shall publicly read to
the meeting the names of the persons voted for,
the number of votes for each person for each
office, and the persons’ names declared to be
duly elected by the inspectors to each office. The
public reading shall be sufficient notice to every
person elected of his election.

(2) MUNICIPALITIES WITH 2 OR MORE
WARDS. The governing body in every municipal-
ity comprised of 2 or more election wards shall
canvass publicly the returns of every local elec-
tion. The canvass shall begin within 24 hours
after the polls close. When annual elections are
held, the results shall be declared on or before
the 2nd Tuesday of April in each year. In cities
of the 1st class, the board of election commis-
sioners shall perform these duties.

(3) MUNICIPAL CLERK, DUTY. The canvass
of returns for other'than municipal offices shall
be made under ss. 7.60 and 7.70. The municipal
clerk shall deliver the appropriate election mate-
rials for his municipality by 2 p.m. the day fol-
lowing each election.

(4) CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION. The munici-
pal clerk shall issue promptly, a certificate of
election to each person elected to any office.

Hlstoxy 1971 c. 3045 29 (2) - ‘

7:60 County canvass. (1) KEEP OFFICE
OPEN. On election night'the county clerk shall
keep his office open to recéive reports from the
ward-inspectors and shall post all returns.

“(2) COUNTY BOARD OF CANVASSERS. The
county clerk and 2 reputable citizens previously
chosen by him shall constitute the county board
of canvassers. One member of the board shall

belong to a political party other than the clerk’s. -
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If the county clerk’s office is vacant, or if the
clerk cannot perform his duties, the county
judge or a reputable citizen appointed by him
shall perform the county clerk’s duties, and shall
be subject to the same punishments for viola-
tions. No person shall serve on the county board
of canvassers when he is a candidate for an office
to be canvassed by the board. If lists of candi-
dates for the county board of canvassers are sub-
mitted to the county clerk by political party
county committees, the lists shall consist of at
least .3 names and the clerk shall choose the
board members from the lists. Where there is a
county board of election commissioners, it shall
perform these duties.

(3) CANVASSING. Not later than 9 a.m. on the
Thursday after each election the county board of
canvassers shall open and publicly examine the
returns. If returns have not been received from
any election district or ward in the county, they
shall dispatch a messenger and the person hav-
ing them shall deliver the returns to the messen-
ger. If, on examination, any of the returns re-
ceived are so informal or incomplete that the
board, cannot intelligently canvass them, they
shall dispatch a messenger to deliver the returns
back to the inspectors with written specifications
of the informalities and defects and command
them to immediately complete the forms in the
manner required and deliver them to the mes-
senger.. Every messenger shall safely keep all re-
turns, show them to no one but the inspectors
and deliver them to the county clerk with. all
possible dispatch. To acquire the necessary full
returns the board may adjourn not longer than
one day at a time nor more’'than 2 days in all.

(4) STATEMENTS AND DETERMINATIONS. (2)
The board shall make separate duplicate state-
ments for the president; the state officials; the
United States senators and. representatives in
congress; the state legislators when the district
consists of more than one county; and judicial
offices when the district or circuit consists of
more than one county. Each statement shall
state in numbers written out the total number of
votes cast in the county for each office; the
names of all persons for whom the votes were
cast, as returned; and the number of. votes cast®”
for each One statement shall be used to report
to the secretary of state under sub. (5) and the
other statement shall be filed in the office of the
county clerk.

(b) The board shall then prepare a wntten
determination, in duplicate where necessary,
giving those persons receiving the highest num-
ber of votes and therefore elected, to any county
office, to the state legislature when the county
consists of one.or more districts, and to any

judicial office when the. county consists of one or

more. circuits:: :

(c) In preparing the statements and determi--
nations;. persons not .regularly nominated and
receiving a comparatively small number of votes
may be omitted and their votes designated as
scattering- votes. Appended to each statement
and determination shall be a tabulation of the
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votes cast at each polling place in the county for
each office and person entering into the canvass
and listed in the statement, whether canvassed
or not, as well as the total votes cast for each
person and each office. If any votes were reject-
ed, the reasons shall be specified

(d) Each statement and determination issued
under pars. (a) and (b) shall be certified as cor-
rect and attested to by each canvasser’s signa-
ture. For state legislators, the statement or de-
termination 'shall include the post-office address
and party designation.

(5) REPORTING. Immediately following the
canvass the county clerk shall send the secretary
of state, by registered mail, a list of the names of
persons elected in the county as members of the
senate, assembly and county officers as required
by sub. (4)(b). A certified copy of each statement
of the county board: of canvassers for president,
state officials, senators”and representatives in
congress, and candidates for the state legislature
when the district includes more than one county
as required by sub. (4)(a), shall also be enclosed
Following primaries the county clerk shall en-
close on blanks furnished by the secretary of
state, the names, party designation, if any, and
number of votes received by each candxdate by
voting wards.

(6) CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION. Immediately
after expiration of the time allowed to file a re-
count the county clerk shall issue a certificate of
election to each person having the largest num-
ber of votes for any county office, for the state
legislature when the county. constitutes one or
more than one district or for the judicial offices
when the'county consists of one or more than
one judicial circuit. The- certificate notice shall
state the amount of the required official bond, if
any. Personal service of the notice for all statuto-
ry and legal purposes is official notification to a
person of his election to the office. When a peti-
tion for a recount is filed, the county clerk shall
not issue the certificate of election for the office
in question until the recount has been complet-
ed.

(7) PUBLICATION. After the certificates of
election have been prepared under sub. (6), the
county clerk shall publish the results for those
offices in one or more newspapers in the county.
The papers designated shall be paid by the coun-
ty.

(8) REFERENDA. Whenever a question is sub-
mitted to the people by the state legislature, the
vote for and against shall be canvassed, certified
and recorded and statements certified and deliv-
ered the same as for state officials.

History: 1971 c. 304 s. 29 (2).
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7.70  State canvass. (1) RECORDING AND
PRESERVING RETURNS. (a) Upon receipt of the
certified statements from the county clerks, the
secretary of state shall record the election results
by counties and file and carefully preserve the
statements.

(b) If any county clerk fails or neglects to
forward any statements, the secretary of state
may require him to do so immediately and if not
received within 8 days after a spring or special
primary, or within 15 days after any other elec-
tion, the secretary of state may dispatch a special
messenger to obtain them. - Whenever it appears
upon the face of any statement that an error has
been made in reporting or computing, the secre-
tary of state may return it to the county clerk for
correction.

(3) CANVASSING. (a) The board of state can-
vassers shall meet publicly at the office of the
secretary of state on or before the 2nd Thursday
following a spring primary, the 15th day of May
following a spring election, the 3rd Thursday
following-a September primary, the first day of
December following a general election, the 2nd
Thursday following a special primary, or within
25 days after any special election to canvass the
returns and determine the election results. .

- (b) ‘The board shall examine the certified
statements-of the county canvassers..If it appears
any material mistake has been made in-the com-
putation of votes:for any person, or any county
canvassers failed to canvass the votes or omitted
votes from any:ward in the county, the board
may dispatch a messenger to that county clerk
with_their written requirement:to the county
clerk to certify the facts concerning the mistake
or the reason why the votes were not canvassed.
A clerk to whom the written requirement is de-
livered -shall immediately make a true and full
answer, sign it, affix the county seal and deliver
it.to the messenger. The messenger shall deliver
it 'with all.possible dispatch to the secretary of
state.

(c) The board of state canvassers may ad)oum
as necessary but not more than 10 days in all.

(d) When the certified statements and returns
are received, the board of state canvassers shall
proceed to examine and make a statement of the
total number of votes cast at any election for the
offices involved in the election for president; a
statement for each of the offices of governor,
lieutenant governor, if a primary, and a joint
statement for the offices of governor and lieuten-
ant governor, if a general election; a statement
for each of the offices of secretary of state, trea-
surer, attorney general, state superintendent or
any other state office; for U.S. senator; for repre-
sentative in congress for each congressional dis-
trict; for any office for the state legislature when
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the district includes more than one county; jus-
tice; circuit judge and county judge when the
circuit or district consists of more than one
county; and any referenda questions submitted
by the legislature.

(e) The statements shall show the persons’
names receiving votes, and any referenda ques-
tions; the whole number of votes given to each;
and an individual listing by the districts or coun-

ties in' which ‘they were given. The names of

persons not regularly nominated who received
only a comparatively small number of votes may

be omitted and their votes destgnated as scatter-

ing votes

(f) The board shall certify the statements to be
correct and shall determine what persons, by the
largest number of votes, have been elected to the
various offices. They shall likewise determine
the outcome of any referenda questions. Each
statement shall have the certificate of determina-
tion attached fo it and shall be delivered to the
secretary. of state

(g) Whenever a referendum- question submit-
ted to a vote of the people is approved, the secre-
tary of state shall record it and have the record
bound in the volume coiitaining the original en-
rolled laws passed at the next succeeding session
of the legislature and have the record published
with the laws thereof: Whenever a constitutional

amendment does not expressly state the date of

effectiveness, it ‘shall become' effective the day
the certificate of the board of state canvassers
shows the result of the vote cast for the constitu-
tional amendment. :

“'(h) The board shall- canvass only regular re-
turns ‘imade by the county board of canvassers
and shall'not count or canvass any additional or
supplemental feturns or statements made by the
county board or any other board or person. The
board of state canvassers shall not count or can-
vass-any statement or return which has been
made by the county board of canvassers at any
other time than that provided in s. 7.60. This
provision does not apply to any return made

148

subsequent to-a recount under s. 9.01, when the
return is accepted in lieu of any prior return
from-the same county for the same office; or to
a'statement given to the board of state canvass-
ers or a messenger sent by it to obtain a correc-
tion.

(5) CERTIFICATES OF ELECTION. (a) The sec-
retary of state shall record in his office each
certified statement and determination made. by
the board of state canvassers. He shall make and
transmit to éach person declared elected, a cer-
tificate of his election undeér the lesser seal and
cause a copy of the certified statements and de-
termmatxons to be published once in a newspa-
per under ch. 985. He shall also prepare similar
certificates, attested by him as secretary of state,
addressed-to the respective United States senate
and house of representatives, stating the names
of those persons elected to the congress from this
state'and the house to which elected. If a person
elected was elected to fill a vacancy, the certifi-
cate shall so state.

(b) For presidential electors, the secretary of
state shall prepare 3 lists of the names of the
presidential electors, have the governor sign, af-
fix the great seal of the state and deliver the
signed certificates to one of the presidential elec-
tors on or before the first Monday after the 2nd
Wednesday in December.

History: 1971 c. 304 5. 29 2)

7:75 Presidential electors meeting. The
electors for president and vice president shall
meet at the state capitol following the presiden-
tial election at 12:00 noon the first Monday af-
ter the 2nd Wednesday in December. If there is
a;vacancy in the office of an elector due to
death, refusal to act, failure to: attend or other
cause, the electors- present shall immediately
proceed: to-fill by ballot, by a plurality of votes,
the electoral college vacancy. When all electors
are present, or. the vacancies filled, they shall
perform their required duties under the consti-
tution and laws of the United States.
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