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5.01 Scope. (1) ConsiructiON OF TITLE IL
Title IT shall give effect to the will of the electors,
if that can be ascertained from the proceedings,
notwithstanding. informality or failure to fully
comply with some of its provisions.

(2) GENERAL PROVISIONS OF ELECTION LAWS
APPLY. The general provisions of Title ITapply to
all elections.

(3) PLURALITY SHALL ELECT. In every
election to choose any officer, each elector shall
. have one vote for each office unless clearly
indicated otherwise. The person receiving the
greatest number of legal votes for the office shall
be declared elected, and the canvassers shall so
determine and certify.

(4) Tie voig. (a) f 2 or more candidates for
the same office receive the greatest, but equal
number of votes, the winner shall be chosen by lot
in the presence of the election officials then
present.

(b) If, in a primary, 2 or more candidates
receive an equal but not the greatest number of
votes so that only one of those candidates with
equal votes may advance to the final election, the
choice shall similarly be made by drawing lots.

(¢) The candidates may, if all those tied for
the same office are present, draw for themselves.
Upon refusal or absence of any of the candidates,

the election officials shall appoint a competent
person to draw, and upon the results declare and
certify the winner. v

(5) ELECTION OF GOVERNOR AND LIEUTEN-
ANT GOVERNOR. (a) In every general election to
choose the governor and the lieutenant governor,
each elector shall have a single vote applicable to
both offices. The persons recejving the greatest
number of legal votes cast jointly for them for
governor and licutenant - governor shall be
declared elected, and the canvassers shall so
determine and certify.

(b) In case 2 or more slates have an equal and
the highest number of votes for governor and
lieutenant governor, the 2 houses of the
legislature shall at the next annual session choose .
by joint ballot one of the slates so having an equal
and the highest number of votes for governor and

lieutenant governor.

Where there is substantial compliance with, but a deviation
from a provision in 2n election statute, thereby giving rise to the
question of whether the requirement is directory or mandatory,
the supreme court in a long line of cases has consistently
construed the provision as directory in keeping with (1}, which
requires that the election laws shall be so construed as to give
effect to the will of the electors. Eanser v. Koconis, 62 W (2d)
86,214 NW (2d) 425.

5.02 Definitions. In Title II, unless the
context requires otherwise:
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(1) (a) “Election” means all primaries and
elections.

(b) “Pr imary” means a primary election.

- {2) “Spring primary? means the nonpartisan
primary held the 3rd Tuesday in February to
nominate candidates to be voted for.at the spring
election:,

(3) “Spring election” means the election held
on the first Tuesday in April to elect judicial,
educational and municipal officers, nonpartisan
county officers and to express preferences for the
person to be the presidential candidate for each
party.

(4) “September pr 1mary ’ means the primary
held the 2nd Tuesday in September to nominate
candidat'es to be voted for at the general election.

(5) “General election” means the election
held in even-numbered years on the Tuesday
after the first Monday in November to elect
United States senators, representatlves in con-
gress, electors of president and vice president,
state senators, members of the assembly, state
officers and county officers other than
supervisors and county executives required to be
elected in that year.

(6) (a) “Special primary” means the
primary held 4 weeks before the special election
except when the special election is held on the
same day as the general election the special
primary shall be held on the same day as the
general primary or if the special election is held
concurrently with the spring election, the
pnmary shall be held concuxrently with the
spring primary.

(b) “Special election” means any: election,
other than those described in'subs. (2) to (5) to
fill vacancies or forother designated purposes.

(7) (a) “Justice” means a )ustlce of the
supreme court,

(b) “Judge’ means a ]udge of a circuit or
county court.

(c) “State superintendent” means the state
superintendent of publicinstruction.

(d). “Educational: officer” means the state
superintendent and school board members.

(8) “Ward” means a town, village -or city
subdivision created for the convenience of the
electors therein and to facilitate the division of
such. municipalities into election: districts: of
substantially equal population numbers along
common boundaries observing the community of
interest of existing- neighborhoods- and -other
settlements. All electors within a ward vote at the
same polling place. -

-(9) (a) “Mumc1pahty” means city, town or
vxllage

-(b) “Gover mng body” means the city councﬂ
town. board or village board, and also includes
the municipal board of election commissioners
insofar as the powers are given to them.
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-(c) “Municipal clerk” means the city clerk;
town - clerk, village clerk and the executive
secretary of the city election commission ‘and
their-authorized representatives. Where appli-
cable, “municipal clerk” also mcludes the clerk
of aschool district. - .

(10) “County clerk™- mcludes the executive
secretary of the county board of -election
commissioners and their authonzed representa-
tives.: - ..

A1) “Polllng place” means the. actual
location wherein the-elector receives and marks
his: ballot. The eléctors of more than one waxd
may vote atthe same polling place.:

(12) “Political party”™ or “party” means a
state. committee registered under s, 11.05
organized exclusively for political purposes,
recognized by the national organization of the
party, if any, under whose name- candidates
appearon a ballot at any election, and all county,
congressional, legislative, local and ‘other af-
filiated committees authorized to operate under
the same name, except that the term does not
include committees organized under s. 8.17 and
assigned responsibilities  under s.-7.30, with
respect tosuchactivitiesonly.

(13) “Board” meansthe elections board.

History: 1971 ¢.211; 1971 . 3045s.2,29(2); 1973c 280,
334;,1975¢.93.

5.05 Elections board; powers and duties.
(1) The elections board shall have the respon-
sibility for the administration of this title and
other laws relating to elections and election
campaigns. Pursuant to such responsibility, the
board may:

- (a) Employ. under the class1f1ed service an
executive secretary and legal counsel.

(b) In the discharge-of its duties and upon
notice to the party or parties being.investigated,
subpoena and bring before it any person in the
state and require the production of any papers,
books or other records relevant to an investiga-
tion. Upon showing of probable cause to believe
there is a violation of ch. 11, a circuit court may
by order permit the inspection and copying of the
accounts and the depositor’s and loan records at
any state ornational bank, trust company, credit
union, savings bank, or state or federal savings
and loan association doing business in the state to
obtain evidence of any such violation. In. the
discharge of its duties, the board may.cause the.
deposition.of witnesses to be taken in the manner
prescr. ibed for taking deposmons in. 01v11 actions
incircuit court.

- (¢): Bring civil actions to requne forfeltuxes
for any violation of ch. 11 unders.'11.60,.and sue
for injunctive relief under s..11.66.to compel
compliance with.ch..11. Actions brought by the
board may concern only violations with respect
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to-reports or:statements required by law to be
filed with it,:and ‘other violations arising under
elections for state office’ or statewide referenda.
Pursuant to such - authority, : the ‘board:is
authorized. to: compromise and: settle ‘any civil
action brought by it under ch. 11 which,in the
opinion. of - the . ‘board, - constitutes "a * minor
violation, *a wviolation ' caused . by excusable
neglect, or which-for other: good cause shown,
should not in the public interest be prosecuted
undet such:chapter. Notwithstanding s. 288:06,
an-action:may be settled for-such-sum as may-be
agreed between the parties: Actions by the board
shall be brought in- the circuit court:for the
county-wherein the violation is alleged to occur.
The board shall file a report of all civil actions
brought by it under -this. paragraph:.and- the
disposition of those actions:to-the appropriate
standing -committees.of -each house ‘of the
legislature,” as determined by .the presiding
offi cer, on March.1 and September 1 of each
year hi

(2) ‘The board shall cause to have made an
examination of all reports and statements which
are required to be filed with it under.ch.:11. The
board shall make official note in the file-of a
candidate, committee, group or individual under
ch. 11.of any error.or other discrepancy and.shall
inform the person submitting the report or
statement.

" (8)-The board-shall'upon complaint by any
person ot on its own motion invéstigate violations
of the elections laws and shall notify the district
attorney of the proper county or the dttorney
general where appropriate of any facts within its
knowledge or evidence in its possession which
may be grounds for-civil- action or criminal
prosecution. No: mvestlgatron is required of any
petition ‘or coimplaint which is not verified. The
board ‘may summarily dismiss any complamt
whxch it finds to be without merit.. -

(4)- All employes of the board shall be
nonpamsan o5

(5) In heu ‘of the report otherwrse requrred
under s.'15.04°(4); the board shall compile and
submit to-the governor and the: legislature each
October-an annual: report for the fiscal year
ending ‘on " June 30 .which - shal] include the
mformatlon unders: 11:221°(7). '

1:(6) ‘Any interested person may make written
request to-the board to issue a formal opinion
with respect  t0 ‘thé peérson’s authority or
responsibilities under this title. The board:shall
within*15 days advise the person ‘requesti'ng‘ an
opinion whether or not a formal opinion will be
issued. If a formal opinion will be issued, it shall
be:issued within' 30 -days of the- ‘request. No
person acting in good faithupon a formal opinion
issued to the:person by the board shall'be subject
to civil or -criminal prosecution for so acting; if
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the material facts are 4s stated:in the: opinion
request. Nothing in this subsection requires the
issuance of an: oprmon by the board, nor

- precludes it fromi 1ssu1ng an oprmon or rulmg in

any othermanner.

(7) The board’ shall conduct regular training
spssrons at various locations in the state -for
county ‘and ‘municipal - clerks “and election
officials. -Such sessions shall ‘be designéd to
explain‘the election laws and the formsand rulés
of the board, to promote uniform pr ocedures and
to dssiire” that officialsare made aware of ‘the
integrity and 1mportance of the vote of each
cmzen

(8) The board shall publish a conmse bulletm
written s0 as to be_easily - understood by the
general public; for use by elector S, explammg the
law with respect to voter registration. Bulletins
shall be distributed by the board to local clerks
and'made available to the pubhc free of charge.

Hnstory 1973c 334; 1975c 85, 93,199. :

5 08 Electlons advlsory council (1) The
elections advisory council shall promote com-
munication and cooperatron between  local
electron officials and the board and shall attempt
to assure uniform,. equrtable and - efficient
procedures in the administration of the law,
con51stentw1th leglslatwepurpose i

- {2) The council shall recommend mater ial to
be covered in training sessions provided by the
board unders.5.05 (7) and make suggestions for
improvementsin such sessions.

(3) Before directing the printing, pubhcatlon
or major revision of any form, manual, bulletin
or other publication, the board shall refer: the
matter to.the council for _comments “and
suggestrons

(4) The: council shall recommend technical
revisions and procedural improvements in the
law and its administration for the consideration
of the board. Any .recommendations :which
require legislative action shall, upen approval by
the board, be: forwarded ‘to the legrslature for
con51derat10n

Hlstory 1975¢. 85

5 10:° Presldential electors. Although the
names of the electors do not appéar on the ballot
and no'Feference i§ made toithem, a vote for'the
president and vice president named on the ballot
is‘a vote for-the électors of-the candidatés by
whose name the mark appears. Undeér Title I1, alt
reférences ‘to- the presidential™ election, ‘the

marking of the ballot and the canvassing of votes

for’president, or for president and vice president,
thean-a vote for them through their pledged
presidential electors.: -

History: 1973¢/3345.2."
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5.15 Division of municipalities Into wards.
Within 90 days-after the population count by
rural enumeration district or-urban city block,
established in the decennial federal census of
population, becomes available in printed form
from the federal government or is published for
distribution by an agency of this state, the
governing body of every municipality- with a
population of 1,000 or more shall adjust its ward
lines according to the schedule shown in sub.
(2). Each ward shall consist of whole census
enumeration districts or, where block statistics
are available for.urban blocks, of whole urban
blocks. To suit the convenience of the voters
residing therein, each ward shall be kept as
compactaspracticable.

(1) The division of a mumcxpalxty into wards
shall be made by the common council for each
city, by the village board for each village, and by
the ‘town board for each town. Passage of a
division order or resolution requires the affirma-
tive vote of a majority of the members of the
respective governing body.

(2) If the population of a rural enumeration
district or urban block exceeds the maximum
population otherwise specified in this subsection,
such enumeration district or block shall be
constituted a ward by itself.

- (a) In any city in which the population
exceeds 150,000, each ward shall contain not less
than 1,000 nor more than 4,000 inhabitants.

(b) In any city in which the population is at
least 39,000 but iess than 150,000, each ward
shall. ¢ontain not less than 800 nor more than
3,200 inhabitants.

- {c) In any city, village or town in which the
populationis at least 10,000 but less than 39,000,
each ward shall contain not less than 600 nor
more than 2,100 inhabitants.

“(d) In any city, village or town in which the

population is at least 1,000 but less than 10,000,
each watd shall contain not less than 300 nor
morethan 1,000inhabitants.

(e) No city, village ‘or town ‘in which the
population is less than 1,000 is required to be
divided into wards under this section. ‘

- (8) If any municipality fails to comply with
this * section, any voter residing “in such
municipality may submit to the circuit court for
such municipality within 2 weeks from the
expiration of the 90-day period under thissection
a proposed plan for the division of the
municipality into wards in compliance with this
section. In any circuit court having more than
one branch, the petitiori shall be filed in branch 1.
If the circuit court finds that the existing division
of the municipality into wards fails to-comply
with - this' .section, it. shall review the . plan
submitted by the petitioner and may promulgate
it, or any other plan in compliance with: this
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section, as a temporary ward plan for the
affected municipality to rémain in effect until
superseded by a ward plan enacted by the
respective governing board in comphance thh
this section.

{4) (a) The division.order or resolution shall
list ‘the wards by numbex and designate the
polling placein each ward. -

(b) The resolution or order shall be filed with
the proper municipal clerk, who shall transmlt a
copy to the county clerk within 5 days.

(5) When a town is divided into wards, the
annual town meeting and special town elections
shall be heldat the first ward.

(6) (a) Following any municipality-wide-
special federal census of population, the govern-
ing body of the municipality in which the special
census was held may change the ward bounda-
ries in compliance with sub. (2): The governing
body shall file a copy of the order or resolution
under sub. (4).

(b) At least 60 days before an ‘election the
proper officers of any municipality fay unite 2
or more wards to facilitate using a voting
machine. Notice shall be given in the same
manner as for otherchanges in ward boundaries.

(7) When part of a town is-annexed to a city
or village, the town board, without regard to the
time provisions of sub. (3), may redistrict the
remaining wards in that town in compliance with
sub. (2). A copy of the order or resolution shall

be filedundersub. (4).
Hlstory 1971¢:304s5.3t05, 29(2)

5.18 Compulsory division .into wards. (1)
When division into‘wards becomes imperative
under s. 5.15and the governing body obliged to
act fails or refuses to do so, any elector of the
municipality may apply to the proper circuit
court or . its. presiding judge for an -order
compelling division. After reasonable notice to
the governing body proceeded against, the court
or judge may order d1v1s1on when it appears
necessary:

{2) Failure to comply w1th the order in the
specified- time, unless stayed or superseded, is
criminal contempt. - -

“{3) Until d1v1ded, all elections are held in the

established wards.”
History: 1971 ¢. 304s 29 (2)

5.25 Polllng places All electlons under Tltle
II'shall be held at-the polling places provided in
this section. So far as practicable, the places
chosen shall be public buxldmgs :

(1) In 1st class ¢ities, polling shall be at the
places -established "by .the board of election
commissioners at any public schools and other
public buildings whichshali be made available
without charge and at any fully or partially tax
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exempt: nonsectarian private buildings offered
without charge. In all other cities and villages,
pollmg shall be at.the places ordered by the
governing ‘body, at least 30 days before the
election.

~-{2)  In towns, polling shall be at the place
where the last town meeting was held unless

changed at that meeting:or ordered by the.

supervisors under s. 60.07. The place for-the
annual town meeting held on the first Tuesday in
April shall be similarly regulated. S

.. /(3)-Wherever :the inspectors do not. receive

ballots at the door to a polling place under s. 6.82.

(1), the polling place shall have .at least one
entrance .which - is accessible to persons in

wheelchairs. -
- Hist gl975c 275

5.35 . Polllng place requirements. (1) Na-
TIONAL FLAG. On election days, every polling
place shall properly display the national flag
durmg all hours the polls are open. :

- (2). VO'IING BOOTHS. There shall. be one
voting booth for every 100 electors who voted at
the last general election. The. booths shall be
constructed at least 24. mches on-a side, have a

shelf to write on and be sufficiently enclosed to~

assure - privacy - for. the -elector and anyone
lawfully assisting the elector while marking the

ballot. The booths shall be: placed apart from.
other activities in the polling place. Only the

proper observers, election officials, - persons
ass;stmg voters under s. 6.82.(2)-and electors
receiving, preparing or deposmng thelr ballot
shall beinthevoting area::: . .=

(3)-: BALLOT - BOXES. " Where the votmg

procedure makesthemnecessary;thereshallbea:

sepatate ballot box:for;each:form of ballot at
eachypolling place. There must be a suitable lock
andkey for each,and an opening no larger than is
sufficient to receive a single folded ballot
Hlstory l975c 85 199, e e . e,

5. 37 Votlng machlne requlrements ( 1 )
Voting . machines: -shall - give -every.elector a
reasonable opportumty tovote for any person-for
any office and on any proposition he is-entitled to
vote-on, assure privacy to the elector so no one
will know how he is voting or has voted, preclude
the electors from voting for persons or. proposi-
tions upon which they are notentitled to vote and
fromi voting more than-once for:thesame office or
on the same proposition. Voting machines shall
be constructed . to -lock.:s0: ‘they ..cannot “be
manipulated; tamperéd ‘with,:or “show.. the
number. of votes registered for.any candidate or

proposition: while-voting, .is /in :;progress. :The -

machines shall provide a method for-electors to
vote 4 straight party ticket, shall-permit-voting a
splitticket and shall record each vote.cast.
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‘(2) When:2 or more . wards -or :aldermanic
districts are joined to use a:voting machine,
under.s.' 5.15 (6).(b), the machine shall be
constr ucted to allow the electors to vote for all
nominated candidates and issues for - their
aldermanicdistrict or ward, but for noother:

(3) For presidential electors one device may
be provided tovote for all.of one party’selectoral -
candidates at the same time: The device shall-be
opposite or adjacent to the ballot containing:the
names of the party’s candldates fox pr esndent and
vice president.

-(4) Veting machines may be used at primar y
electxons when they comply ‘with subs. (1) and
(2) and the following pr ovisions: All ¢andidate’s
names entitled to appear-on-theé ballots'at the
primary shall appear on the machine; the elector
cannot -vote ‘for candidates of more than one
party, whenever ‘the restriction applies; the
electormay secrétly select the party for which he
wishes to vote; the ‘elector may vote for as many
candidates for -each office ‘as he is lawfully
entitled to vote for, but no mote.

* (5) Polling places may have more than one
votmg machine. The votmg machines ‘shall be
apart from’ other activities in the polling’ ‘Place
with their exteriors in full view of the election
officials. Only the proper observers, election
officials ‘and one -¢leéctor at a time for each
machine shall be in the voting area.

Hlstory l97lc 3045 29(1) (2)

5.40 Voting machines shall be used (l)
The common council of every c1ty and the
trustees, of every village witha “population of
10, 000 or more shall require the use of votmg
machines by the September 1966 prlmary " Any
other municipal governing body may adopt and
purchase voting machmes for use m the’ vanous ;
Wards;
: (2)‘ Only votmg ma hmes complymg w1th s
5.37 shall be used in an electlon in this state.

-(8). Notw1thstandmg sub, (1) the use of
voting machines ‘shall be -optional . with  the
municipality. for any territory of low populatzon
annexed to.a cxty or village across the boundaxy
of a leglslatlve district, but shall again be
mandatory as soon as the best evidence suggests
that the. populatlon 1es1dmg in the territory so
annexed exceeds the minimum populatlon for a
ward as spec1ﬁed unders.5.15(2).

Hlstoly 197lc 304s 29 (2) }973c 112.

. «BALLOTFORM‘

5 51 General provlslons (1) All ballots
shall-be of sufficient width and length to-provide
space: for all mattex 1equ1red to be: pnnted on

. theém.::
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-(2) The paper used for ballots shall be 35
pounds per ream for sheets 24 inches by 36
inches. Ifa different size sheet is used, the weight
peér ream shall be proportloned accordmgly, but
shall meet thisstandard.

(3) All ballot columns shall-be separated by
linesat least one-eighthinchin width..

(4) No pasters shall be placed on a bailot by
election officials except under s. 7.35 (3). Any
other . pasters applied by them shall not be
counted.

(5). Sample ballots shall be printed on a
different color paper than the official ballots,
and need not have the mdorsement and
certificate. .~ ...

{6).All candldates ‘names for the same ofﬁce
shall‘be printed on the ballot inthe same size and

styleof type.

‘Revisor’s Note, 1975: The electxons board has the duty to
prepare and revise the off' cial ballot forms under s. 7.08 )
(a) ‘At the time of préparation of this volume, the ballots were
in -the process of being revised. Please contact the elections
boardforthe latest forms . .

5.53 Voﬂng machlne ballots (1) The
ballots shall be placed on or in the machme,
under s 5.64 and ‘may be arranged in either
vertical or horizontal rows:. .

{2) Where the provisions require separate
ballots, the names or questions shall be placed in
separate rows upon:the machmes so they are
voted on separately :

5. 55 Backs of baliots. On the back and
outside -of every paper ballot shall be printed
“Official .... Ballot” or “Official .... Ballot for
... followed by:the designation of the polling
place for which the ballot has beén prepared, the
date of the election, and the official indorsement
and - blank - certificdtes “in: substantially the
following form:" ,
OFFICIAL
: ‘FOR
Ward Aldermamcdlstnct
Clty (Vlllage or town) of ...
..... 19.

BALLOT

“Ballot Clerks
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Tcer tify that the within ballot was marked by
me at the request of an absentee elector
incapable under the law of marking the ballot
and as directed by the elector.

... (Signature of officer authonzed to
administer oaths)

.. (Title)

Absent Elector’s Ballot issued by
Ml}nicipal Clerk .

We certify that the within ballot was marked
by us for an elector incapable under the law of
marking the ballot and as directed by the elector.

... Of Election

... Of Election

History: 1971 ¢. 3045 29(1), (2);1975¢. 421, °

5.58 -Spring primary ballots. At spring
primary elections the followmg ballots, when
necessary; shall be provided for'each ward. Only
nonpartisan candidates nominated for office by
nomination papers shall have their 1 names placed
on the official spring primary ballot under the
proper office designation, but the ballots shall
allow room for write<in candxdates o

§)) MUNICIPAL; COUNTY SUPERVISOR BAL-
Lors. There shall” be’ separate ballots for
municipaland county primaries,

(a) For all'cities the ofﬁcml $pring pr unary'
ballot shall be arranged by the muricipal clerk,
using the same method as that used by the board
unders 5.60(1) (b).

(¢c) Towns and v1llagcs holding a pnmary
under s. 8.05 shall arrange the ballot in
substantially the same form as provided in’s. 5.60
(5) and (6) and annexed ballot 8 as appropriate.

(2) Jupiciary; SIAI’B SUPERINTENDENT OF
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION; COUNTY. EXECUTIVE; AND
COUNTY SUPERVISORS. (a) There shall be one
separate ballot for state super mtendent judicial
officérs, county executive under ss. 59.031 and
59.032 and county supervisors. In-counties over
500,000 population the ballot also shall include
those offices under s. 8:11'(2). The drrangement
of names for state-superintendent, justices;
circuit court judge, and for county ]udge where
the district comprises more than one county,
shall'be determined- by the board under s. 5.60.
Afrrangement of ]udlcml candldates, county
executive and county supervisors w1th1n acounty
shall be arranged by the county clerk, or'by the
executive ' secretary of the’ county election
commission under s. 5.60. The ballot shall be in
substantially the same form as annexed ballot
“E” but titled, “Official Ballot for Judicial,
State -Superintendent’ -of Public . Instruction,
County - Executive’ and : County  Supeivisor
Primary”, except that in counties- having a
population of: 500,000 or more, it shall be titled
“Official Ballot for County Officers, Judicial,
State Superintendent of Public Instruction-and
School Board Primary”.

(b) The candidates. for the offices shall be
designated on the ballot as follows: “For Justice
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of the Supreme Court”, “For State Super-
intendent”; “For Circuit Judge Br, ....”, “For
County Judge Br. ....”, and others as ‘the
srtuatron requires.

(3) NaMmss oN _SPRING . BALLOT., Only 2.

candidates for state. superrntendent for any
yudrcral ofﬁce, and in counties over 500,000
populatron only 2 candidates for a member of the
county board of supervisors in each district, and
twice-as-many candidates as are- to be-elected
members of the board of school directors,. the
board of education or other elective officers

recelvmg the -highest number. of. votes .at the:
primary, shall be nominees for ‘the office at the.
spring ele tron‘ d only theirnames shall appear-

on.the officral spnng ballot. .

Hrstory 1971c 304ss. 6108, 29(2) l9730 134 243 1973‘

c. 334s 57 (2) l973c 340 19750

560 Sprlng electlon baliots. At spring

elections the followrng ballots, when necessar Y,
shall be provrded for each ward. ,

(1) JUDICIARY STATE SUPERINI‘ENDENT OF
TRUCTION 'COUNTY. EXECUTIVE AND

separate ]
59.031 and"59.032, county supervisors, judrc1al
officers and the state superrntendent of public
rnstructron Arrangement of the county execu-

ged by 'the county clerk, or. by’ ‘the
e secretary of the county electron
iony der thrs sectron ' S

; (b Lf,The board shall certrfy the candrdates 4

narnes-and desrgnate the official ballot arrange-
nent.for Candrdates for supreme court justice,
circu ‘ourt ]udge, county judge when the
district comprises more than one county and
state: superrntendent The arrangement of names
of all candidates on the. ballot whose nomination
papers are filed with the board ‘shall - be
determmed by the board by the drawrng of lots
-on.the;. day followrng the deadlme for-. frhng
nomrnatron papers. : ;

(c) The: county clerk .or board -of. electron
commissioners shall determine the official ballot
order: .for® judicial office = candidates - not
determined by the board, using the same method
of determining-arrangement of .names on the
ballotas that used by the board under par. (b)..

(d) When2 or'more judges of:the same court

are to'be elected, the official ballot shall contain’

the names of all candidates, shall state -the
number of judges to beelected and the number of
candidates- for whom -each. elector: - may: vote.

UPERVISORS. There. shall "be one:
ot for'the county. executive under ss.

tive and county Supervisors. wrthrn a county shall

128

Each candrdacy shall show- the branch bemg
filled.: :

(3) CITY There shall be a separate ballot
grvrng ‘the names of all candidates for city and
school offices, except under:sub. (4), printed in:
substantially: the same formy.as annexed ballot
“B”. City eléction-ballots' may: vary.in-form:to
conform to the law under whrch an electron is
held. .

=(a) No party desrgnatron shall appear on the
officral ballot. :

. (b) Thecity clerkior executive secretary of
the city election .commission:shall. arrange the
officialcity ballot unders. 5.62 (4). . .

{4) Ci1Y scHOOL. There shall be a separate
ballot for city school-officers when so:reqiired.
Officers elected unders..120.44:(2). (a) may.be
placed on the same ballot as other cityofficers.

(5) VicrAGE: Theresshall be a separate’ ballot
giving’ the names of all candrdates Tc 'Vrllage'
offices. ... ; :

(a) The ofﬁces to be filled shall be arranged
on the official ballot in the order they are named
in- the statutes Credting:them. Where: there is’
more :than:oné ward, ~candidates. shall be’
arranged byusing the same method as that used.
by the board under. sub: (1) (b): Sufficient
space shall-be left under each ofﬁce fOl' wnte—rn
candidates.’

- (b). Only persons nommated under s.. 8. 05‘
shall be placed on the official: ‘ballots. H:no
nominations are made the spaces for thrs offrce
shall beleft blank, » 0¥ .

(6) TOWN. There shall be a separ ate ballot
giving the names of>all cdndidates for town
offices; except thé supérintendent of highways,
in'substantially.the same form as annéxed Ballot
6A or.6B:-Ballot 6A is for-the election of one.
supervisor. and: 6B is:for- the ¢lection: of the:.2:
supervisors jointly. On Ballot 6B all supervisor
candidates shall belisted together:and the voting
instructions shall state:*Vote for Two”. Towns
now electing their . supervisors: jointly -shall
continue to do so until the method-outlined for
Ballot 6A is adopted at the annual town meeting.
The names of candidates whose nomination
papers are filed at the town level shall be
arranged by using the same method as that used
by the board undersub. (1) (b).

(7) REFERENDUM BALLOTS, Theére shall be a
separate ballot setting forth “all proposrtrons
requiring a vote in the form and manner pr ovrded
bys 5.647:. ' -

=(8) BALLOIS FOR PRESIDENTIAL VOTE. There
shall be.a'separate ballot for each party qualified
under:s. 5:62; listing the names .of all: potential
candidates of that party determined under s.
8:12and affording, in addition, an opportunity te
the voter to nominate another potential candi-
date by write-in vote or to vote against the




Electronically scanned images of the published statutes.

129

choices offered on the ballot, The order of such
presidential candidates shall be determined by
lot by.or under the supervision of the board. Each

voter shall be glven the ballots of alt the parties

participating in the presidential prefere; ence vote,
but may vote on one ballot only.

(a) An official ballot shall be printed and
provided for use in each voting district. The form
of each ballot shall be substannally as follows:

1. Form 1, to be used when there are several -

candldates :
OFFICIAL BALLOT ,
PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE VOTE
i Party S
MARK THIS BALLO FIN ONE SPACE ONLY You
haveoneof 3 choxces—you may either:

Express your preference for one of the persons

whose names are prmted on this ballot (in that

case, make a cross or othér similar mark in the

space after that person’s name) or:

“Vote against all of the ‘names printed on this
ballot, thus in fact expressing your preference for
an uninstructed delegation from Wisconsin to
the national convention of the"..
case, make a cross or other s1mllar mark in the
space followmg “None of the names shown”)
or:

Write in the’ name of another person to
become the pre51dent1al candidate of the ...

party (m that case, write his name into the space__

following ““Write-in candldate”)
OLE CARLSON.
"AMOSDUNCAN' .
JAMES' UNDERWOOD
" “None of thé names shown
_Write:in candidate...
2. Form 2,'to be used when there is only on
candidate: ‘

;.H.'(
(
(
e (

)
)
)
)
)
C

' OFFICIAL BALLOT"

PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE VOTE

.. Paity

 MARK THIS BALLOI IN'ONE SPACE, ONLY You

haveonéof 3 choxces—you may either:

Express your pr éference for thé person whose -
name is printed on'this ballot (in that case, make
a cross or other similar mark in the space marked’

“YES” following that person’sname);or:

Vote against the person whose name is p1 inted
oni’ this' ballot, thus in fact eéxpressing your
preference for an uninstructed delegation from
Wisconsin to the national convention of the ..
party (m that case; make a cross or'other s1m1lar
mark in the space mar ked “NO” followmg that
person sname) or: -

‘Write in"the -name of “another “person to
become the presidential candidate of the .
party (in that case, write his nameinto the space
following “Wri ite- m candldate”)

JOHN DOE e YESTLC)
‘NO .

party’ (m that ,

- )
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Wiite-incandidate ... )
- (c) The official ballots for the presxdentlal
preference . vote shall be securely fastened
together at the ‘bottom. The party casting the
greatest number of votes’ for governor at the
pr ecedmg election shall-have its ticket placed on

'top and the remaining party ballots shall follow

in the same manner. A facsimile- ballot notice
shall be published as pr ovided ins. 10.02. :
(d) After preparing his ballot, the elector
shall detach it from the remaining ballots and
shall fold it so'that its face will be concealed The
printed indorsements and signatures or initials
on the back of the ballot will then be visible. The-
remaining ballots shall be folded in like manner
by the elector. The elector shall w1thout leaving
the pollmg place, deliver in person the ballot on
Wthh he has expxessed his pres1dent)al prefer-v
ence, and thé’ remaining ballots, to one of the
inspectors for depositin the proper ballot boxes.
(¢) Immediately "after . the canvass the
inspectors shall, w1thout exammatxon, destroy
the ballots deposited in the blank ballotbox.
~(8) REFERENDA BALLOT. The referenda »
ballot used at"the spring election shall be the
same as that used at the general election under s -
564(2). '

History: 1971 ¢c: 3045s. 9to 11, 29 (2),1971c 336 l973c
134;1973¢.3345.57;1975¢:93 -

5.62 September primary ballots LAt
September primaries, where necessary, "the
following ballot shall be provided for each ward,
in:substantially the same form as-annexed Ballot
(1) (a) There shall be an Australian ballot
made up of theé:several .party:tickets with each
party. entitled .to- participate. in. the  primary
having its.own ballot. The several ballots shall be
secured together at the bottom. The.party ballot
of the party receiving the mostvotes for governor
at the last general election shall be on top ¥ with
the other parties auanged in-an order based on
their . vote for govex nor- at the last general
election..

~(b) Every pohtlcal or gamzanon hsted as
independent and.every recognized political party
listed on the official ballot at the last election
that received at least one per cent of the total’
votes cast forany state-wide office for which: they
had a candidate shall have 4 separate primary
ballot and separate column on the general
election: ballot. The chairman-and secretary of
the organization which was “independent” at the
last election shall certify to the board theii party
name, which shali not duphcate the name of an
existing party. :

(2} Any polmcal or gamzatwn may be
represented by a separate ballot if, not later than
June 1 in the year of a September primary, it files:
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with the board a petition so requesting, signed
either by electors equal to one-sixth of the total
vote.cast for.governor in each of at least 10

counties at the last election or one-sixth of the

electors in any senate, assembly or congressional
district. -When their candidates fulfill the
nomination “paper. requirements, they shall
appear on a separate ballot within the district or
state. :

. (3) The board shall demgnate the offlcxal

prlmar y ballot arrangement for state offices by

using the same procedure as for supreme court
justice: candidates under s. 5.60. (1) (b);
congress1onal and ‘state senate «candidates by

using the same procedure as. for circuit court .
judges under s. 5.60 (1) (b) by numbering the

assembly districts and partsof assembly districts
within each congressional or senate district; and
assembly, candldates, by similarly numbering
and arranging by population the counties within
an assembly district. The candidates shall then
behstedunders 5. 60(1) (b). B

@) T he. ~county clerk or county board of
election  commissioners - shall designate .the
official primary ballot arrangement for all
candldates fllmg nomination papers in that
office.”

(2) Within a county the county clerk shall
arrange the names of all candidates filing
nomination papers with his office using the same
method as that used by the board under 5. 5. 60
(1)(b)..

(b) The county board of electlon commission-
ersin counties having a population of 500,000 or
more shall prepare the official primary ballot.
The commissioners shall ‘arrange the names-of
all candidates for each office whose nomination
papers are filed at the county level, using the
same method as that used by the board under S.
5.60:(1) (b).. W

History: 1971 ¢ 3045512, 29 (2), 1971¢.336;1973 ¢. 334
5.57;1975¢.93.

Filing of a ‘proper petmon by the Tequisite number of
electors in-a.senate, assembly:or congressional district will
qualify the political organization referred to in said petition as
a party entitled to a separate ballot within the specific district
only-for all the state, congressional, legislative and county
offices for which an elector of such district may vote. - The
petition may.be circulated commencing after any November
general election and ending on the June 1 immediately prior to
the next succeeding September ‘primary. A petition - filed
February, 1972, signed by the electors of an assembly district,
would not quahfy filing political organization for a separate

ballot at the presidential preference primary to be held at the
April, 1972, spring election. 61 Atty. Gen 41

5.64 ,,General electlon ballots. At general
elections the following ballots, when necessary;
shall be provided for each ward. ,

(1) OFFICIAL BALLOT. There shall be a
separate ballot giving the names of all candidates
for state, congressional, legislative and county
offices in substantially the same form as annexed
Ballot “A”,

(a): The ballot shall. be labeled “Official
Ballot” in lettering at least. thr: ee—elghths of an

inch high. Directly underneath in plain, legible -

type, shall be the followmg voting instructions:
“If you ¢ ‘desire to vote a straight party ticket for
all state, congressional, legislative and county

offices, place a cross (X) or other mark in.the
circle under the party designation at the top of
the party column. If you desire to vote for
individual candidates, place a cross (X) or other

mark in the square to the right of each candidate.

you wish to vote for or write the name of your
preferencein the. space provided”.

(b) Below the voting | instructions the ballot
shall: be.. divided into vertical columns. The
regular par ty tlckets nominated by conventions,
constituted and authorized committees, or
primaries, shall be pxmted each in a separate
column under the party designation. The
columns shall be arranged from left to right
according to rank, with the party receiving the
most votes in the last” gubernatonal election
placed first. To the right of the party columns
shall be the necessary number of columns for
1ndependents

(¢) The party de51gnatlon shall be printed at .

the top of each column and under it shall appear
a circle at least three-eighths of an inch in
diameter for electors wishing to vote a straight
party.ticket. Within each column only candi-
dates nominated by the party designated at the
head of the column shall appear.

(d) The offices shall be consecutlvely
arranged vertically begmmng at the top with
state offices, then congressional offices, legisla-
tive offices and ending with county offices.

(e) Within each column, each space shall
state the office to be voted for directly above the
candidate’s first and last name. The candidate’s
name shall be placed in the party column by
which nominated or if independent, in a column
designated independent and all candidates. for
the same office shall appear on or between the
same horizontal lines on the ballot, To the right
of each candidate’s name, in each column, shall
be a square for the elector. to place his cross (X)
orother mark.

(f) In the case of balloting for the office of
governor.and lieutenant governor, the names of
the candidates shall be. placed in the party
column by which nominated or if independent, in
a column designated independent. To the right of
the names of the set of candidates for governor
and lieutenant governor, in each column shall be
one square for theelector to cast his ballot jointly
for both offices.

(2) REFERENDUM BALLOT. There shall be a
separate ballot when any proposed constitutional
amendment or any other measure or question is
submitted to.a vote of the people. The ballot shall

| P ST S SRS g MR
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give a concise statement of each question in
accordance with the act or resolution directing

submission in substantially the same form as

annexed Ballot “D”. This ballot form shall be
used -at -all elections when' questions are
submitted to a vote of the people.

(a) "The ballot shall be titled “Official
Referendum Ballot” in lettering at least three-
eighths of an inch high. Directly underneath in
plain, legible type shall be the following voting
instructions: “If you desire to vote on any
question, place a cross (X) or other mark in the
square beneath the question after ‘yes’ if in favor
of the question, or place a cross (X) or other
mark in the square after ‘no” if opposed to the
question”.

(b) Under voting mstructxons shall be the
concise statement of the question submitted.
Directly under each question shall appear the
words “yes” and “no” with a square to the right
of each word. '

(¢) In addition to the official referendum
ballot described in pars. (2) and (b), there shall
be the following official referendum ballots,
substantially in the forms annexed.

1, Form D1 underss. 67.05,67.13and 67.14.

2.Form D2 unders. 66.054 (5) (¢).

3.Form D3 unders. 66.054 (5) (¢).

4.Form D4 unders. 176.38 (3).

5.Form D5 unders.8.05 (3) (f).

(3) PRESIDENTIAL BALLOTS. There shall be a
separate baliot when the president and vice
president of the United States are to be elected
containing the names of all candidates for the
offices in substantially the same form as annexed
Ballot “C”,

(a) The ballot shall be titled “Official
Presidential Ballot” in lettering at least three-
eighths of an inch high. Directly underneath in
plain, legible type shall be the following voting
instructions: “Place a cross (X) or other mark in
the square opposite the name of the candidate for
whose electors you desire to vote or write in the
name of a candidate in the space provided. Vote
in ‘ONE - square only”. The electors of the
candidate need not be listed on the ballot but a
vote for the candidates for president and vice
president is a vote for them through their named
presidential electors.

(b) The party candidates shall be arranged
consecutively from top to bottom based on the
number of votes received by their party’s
candidate for governor at the last election
beginning with the party that received the most
votes. The independent president-vice president
candidates shall be listed alphabetically accord-
ing ‘to" the presidential ‘candidates, following
under the party candidates. Following under the
independent candidates, a space shall be left for

GENERAL PROVISIONS, SCOPE, DEFINITIONS '5.70

writing in the names of a candidate for presxdent
and vice president. ~

“History: 1971 ¢. 304529 (2). -

Revisor’s Note, 1975: The elections board has the duty to
prepare and revise the official ballot forms under:s. 7.08 (1)
(a) At the time of preparation of this volume, the ballots were
in the process of being revised. Please contact the electlons
board for the Iatest forms.

'5.66 Number of ballots. (1) For local

elections, where necessar y, municipal clerks
shall have sufficient ballots printed to assure all
electors or voting machines a ballot. For all other
elections the municipal clerks shall certify to
their county clerk, on the first day of the month
preceding the month in which the primary is
held, the approximate number of electors in the
district. The county clerk shall total these
estimates and order a sufficient supply to-assure
ballots for every elector, ;

(2) A sufficient number of sample ballots
shall be printed. Voting machine sample ballots
shall be a reduced size diagram of the face of the
voting machine with all candidates, issues and
voting instructions as they will appear on the
official ballot. The county clerk shall distribute
the samples approximately as follows: 45 %. shall
be kept in the office and distributed to electors
requesting them; 45% shall be sent to the
municipalities for distribution to the electors;
10% shall be sent to the polling places in
proportion to the number certified in sub. (1)
and made available to electors at the polls on
election day.

5.68 Cost of elections. (1) All costs for
ballots, supplies, machines and any other
material necessary in preparing or conducting
any election shall be paid for by the governing
body whose officer or commission is responsible
under ch. 7to provide them.

(2) When voting machines are used, the
ballots for all county offices and offices higher
than county level shall be printed and paid for by
the county wherein used. When the voting
machine ballot includes a school district ballot,
that ballot shall be paid for by the municipality in
the school district with the highest equalized
valuation. When voting machine ballots include
2 or more levels of government, the cost of
printing shall be prorated between the units of
government “sharing the ballot. Referenda
ballots shall be similarly printed and paid for.

5.70 Printers’ fees. (1) The county clerk
shall award the printing of ballots to the lowest
responsible bidder upon the accepted bidder’s
filing with the clerk a bond in the penal sum of at
least twice the amount of the accepted bid. The -
bond shall be signed by one or more sureties and.
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conditioned- upon the .bidder’s faithful per-
formance of all conditions imposed upon him-by
the clerk. The clerk shall keep all printing
proposals in his office. The county clerk. may
reject all-bids: If bids are not received for voting
machine ballots the county clerk may enterinto
contracts for the printing of the same.

(2) The city board of election commissioners’

in counties having a population of 500,000 or
more may similarly provide for the printing of
reglstr y lists. ,

5.75 Correcting ballot errors. Whenever an
affidavit is filed by any elector alleging error or
omission in the printing of the ballots, the proper
circuit court or its presiding judge, by order, may
summarily require a.county or municipal clerk to
correct the error, or show cause why it should not
be corrected.and, by order, after the hearing have
the correction made. :
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