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(3) Nothing in this chapter shall be con-
strued to prohibit the use of additional parts and
accessories on any vehicle not inconsistent with
this chapter.,

(4) Beginning July 1, 1960, the provisions of
this chapter covering lighting shall be applicable
to all state, county and municipal trucks, truck
tractors, trailers and semitraileis,

(5) If a vehicle registered under s. 341.25
(1) (a), 341,265 or 341 .266 has equipment
which was designated by the manufacturer as
optional equipment in the model yearthe vehicle
was manufactured,, it is not, necessary for such
equipment to be in operating condition unless it
replaces equipment which is required by law to
be both present and functioning.

History: .1977. c : 39,

347.03 Sale of prohibited equipment un-
lawful, No person shall sell for highway use any
device, appliance, accessory or replacement part
the use of which on a motor vehicle is unlawful .

347 .04 Owner responsible for Improperly
equipped vehicle. Any owner of a vehicle . not

347.02 Applicability of chapter . (1) No
provision of this chapter requiring vehicles to be
equipped in a particular mannerr is applicable to
any of the following vehicles unless the vehicle is
expressly included within or made subject to the
particular provision :

(a) Farm tractors and self-propelled farm
implements;

(b) Implements of husbandry ;
(c) Vehicles drawn by animals ;
(d) Road machinery ;
(e) Bicycles .
(f) Trackless trolley busses purchased prior

to July 1, 1958 ."
(2) No provision of this chapter requiring or

prohibiting certain types of equipment on a
vehicle is applicable when such vehicle is not
operated upon or occupying a highway.
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GENERAL PROVISIONS.

347 .01 Words and -phrases defined .
Words and phrases defined in s . 340 .01 are used
in the same sense in this chapter unless a differ-
ent definition is specifically provided .



347 .09 Headlamps on motor vehicles. (1)
No person shall operate a motor vehicle on a
highway during hours of darkness unless such
vehicle is equipped as follows : `

(a) Every motor vehicle other than a motor
driven cycle shall be equipped with at least 2
headlamps, which headlamps shall comply with
the requirements and limitations set forth in
sub.. (2) and s . .347.10 and shall be mounted
symmetrically with respect to the vertical plane
extending through the longitudinal axis of the
vehicle with at least one on each side of the
center of the front of the motor vehicle .

(b) Every motorcycle shall be equipped with
at least one and not more than 2 headlamps,
which headlamps shall comply with the require-
mentsand limitations set forth in sub . (2) and s .
34710 .
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equipped as required by this chapter who know-
ingly causes or permits such vehicle to be oper-
ated on a highway in violation ofthis chapter, is
guilty of the violation the same as if' he had
operated the vehicle himself' .. No demerit points
shall be assessed or counted pursuant to s
343,32 against the operator's or chauffeur's
license of the owner of the vehicle on account of
or by reason of his guilt or conviction of any such
violation unless he was personally operating the
vehicle at the time of the violation .

347.05 Reciprocity agreements as to
equipment . (1) The secretary, with the ap-
proval of the governor, is authorized to enter
into reciprocal agreements with the duly autho-
rized representatives of other jurisdictions ex-
empting the residents of those jurisdictions from
details of vehicle equipment requirements of this
state which are particularly burdensome to res-
idents of such other,jurisdictions operating vehi-
cles in this state, provided the law of such other
jurisdiction requires vehicles to be equipped in a
manner` rendering them substantially as safe as
those equipped in the manner required by the
laws of this state . . The agreements shall provide
substantially like exemptions for residents of
this state when operating vehicles in such other
jurisdiction .

(2) This section does not authorize reciproc-
ity agreements as to laws governing the size and
weight of vehicles .
History : 1977 c. 29 s . 1654 (7) (c) .

LIGHTING EQUIPMENT .

. 347 .06 When lighted lamps required. (1)
Except as provided in subs, (2) and (4), no
person may operate a vehicle upon a highway
during hours of darkness unless all headlamps,
tail lamps and clearance lamps with which such
vehicle is required to be equipped are lighted„
Parking lamps as defined in s . .347 .,27 shall not
be used for this purpose .

(2) Headlamps need not be lighted on a
towed vehicle or on a ,vehicle having at least 2
lighted adverse weather lamps on the front
thereof and being operated under the circum-
stances described in s. 347,26 (3) (b) .

(3) The operator of a vehicle shall keep all
lamps and reflectors with which such vehicle is
required to be equipped reasonably clean and in
proper working condition at all times .- "

(4) A duly authorized warden, as defined in
s. 24 .01 (11), may operate a vehicle owned or
leased by the department upon a highway dur-
ing hours of darkness without lighted
headlamps, tail lamps or clearance lamps in the
performance of the warden's duties under s . .
29.05(3) .
History : 1977 c., 425 . . .
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347 .07 Special restrictions on lamps and
the use thereof. (1) Whenever a motor vehi-
cle equipped with headlamps also is equipped
with any adverse weather lamps, spotlamps or
auxiliary lamps, or with any other lamp on the
front thereof projecting a beam of intensity
greater than 300 candlepower, not more than a
total of 4 of any such lamps or combinations
thereof on the front of the vehicle shall be
lighted at any one time when such vehicle is
upon a highway . .

(2) Except as otherwise expressly autho-
rized or required by this chapter, no person shall
operate any vehicle or equipment on a highway
which has displayed thereon: .

(a) Any color of light otherr than white or
amber visible from directly in front ; or

(b) Any color of light other than red on the
rear ; or

(c) Any flashing light,
Flashing blue ligh ts on police vehicles are prohibited by

(2) (c) . 63 Atty . . Gen . . 80,

347 .08 Determining the visibil ity dis-
tance and mounted height of lamps . (1)
Whenever this chapter states a requirement as
to distance from which certain lamps and de-
vices shall r'ender' objects visible or within which
such lamps or devices shall be visible, such
distance shalll be measured during hours of
darkness under normal atmospheric conditions
and upon a straight, level, unlighted highway
unless a different time, direction or condition is
expressly stated . .

(2) Whenever this chapter requires a lamp or
device to be mounted at a certain height, the
distancee shall be measured from the center of
the lamp or device to the level ground upon
which the vehicle stands when such vehicle is
without load ..



(c) Every power-dr iven cycle and motor bicy-
cle shall be equipped with at least one and not
more than 2 headlamps, which headlamps shall
comply with . the requirements and limitations
set forth in sub . . (2) and s . .347 .11 . .

(2) Every headlamp on a motor vehicle shall
be located at a height of not more than 54 inches
nor less than 24 inches .

347 . 10 Headlamp specifications for mo-
tor vehicles other than power -driven cy-
cles and motor bicycles . (1) Except as pro-
vided in sub. (4), the headlamps or the auxiliary
driving lamp or the auxiliary passing lamp or
combination thereof on motor vehicles other
than power-driven cycles and motor bicycles
shall be so arranged that the driver, may select at
will between distributions of light projected to
different elevations,. Such lamps may, in addi-
tion, be so arranged .d that such selection can be
made automatically :

(2) Multiple-beam headlamps shall comply
with thee following requirements :

(a) There shall be an uppermost distribution
of light or, composite beam so aimed and of such
intensity as to reveal persons and vehicles at a
distance of at least 350 feet ahead for all condi-
tions of loading,

(b) There shall be a lowermost distribution of
light or composite beam' so aimed and of suffi-
cient intensity to reveal persons and vehicles at a
distance of at least 100 feet ahead, and on a
straight level road under any condition of load-
ing none of the high-intensity portion of the
beam shall be so directed as to strike the eyes of
an approaching driver .

(3) No person shall sell after July 1, 1958
any new motor vehicle equipped with multiple
beam headlamps and no person shall operate
any motor vehicle sold new after July 1, 1958
and equipped with multiple beam headlamps
unless such vehicle also is equipped with a beam
indicator which is lighted whenever the upper-
most distribution'oflight from the headlamps is
in use and which is not otherwise lighted . Such
indicator shall be so designed and located that
when lighted it will> be readily visible without
glare to the driver of the vehicle so equipped ..
This subsection does not apply to motor'-driven
cycles.

(4) Any motor, 'vehicle may be operated
during hour's of darkness when equipped with 2
lighted lamps upon the front thereof capable of
revealing persons and objects 75 feet aheadd in
lieu of lamps required by subs . (1) to (3) if such
vehicle at no time is operated at a speed in excess
of 20 miles per hour.

347.12 Use of multiple-beam headlamps .
Whenever, a motor vehicle is being operated on a
highway during hours of darkness, the operator
shall use a distribution of light or composite
beam directed high enough and of sufficient
intensity to reveal a person or vehicle at a safe
distance in advance of'the vehicle, subject to the
following requirements and limitations :

(1) Whenever the operator of a vehicle
equippedd with multiple-beam headlamps ap-
proaches an oncoming vehicle within 500 feet,
he shall dim, depress or tilt his headlights so that
the glaring rays are not directed into the eyes of
the operator of the other vehicle ..

(2) Whenever, the operator of' a vehicle
equipped with multiple-beam headlamps ap-
proaches of follows another vehicle within . 500
feet to the rear, he shall dim, depress, or tilt his
headlights so that thee glaring rays aree not re-
flected into the eyes of the operator, of the other
vehicle .

347 . 13 Tall lamps and registration plate
lamps . . (1) No person shall operate a motor
vehicle,, mobile home or trailer or semitrailer
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347 .11 Headlamp specifications for
power-drivenn cycles and motor bicycles.
The headlamps on power-driven cycles or, motor
bicycles may be of the single-beam or multiple-
beam type but in either event shall comply with
the following requirements and limitations :

(1) The headlampp shall be an electric
headlamp and the current shall be supplied by a
wet battery and electric generator, by a current-
generating coil incorporated into the magneto or
by a generator driven directly by the motorr by
means of'gears, friction wheel, chain or belt .

(2) The headlamp shall display a white light
of sufficient illuminating power to reveal any
person, ., vehicle or substantial object at a dis-
tance of 200 feet ahead and shall be so adjusted
or operated that the glaring light i'a,ys therefrom
are not directed into the eyes of the driver of any
oncoming vehicle .

(3) If'the power-driven cycle or motor bicy-
cle is equipped with a multiple-beam headlamp,
thee upper beam shall meet the minimum re-
quirements set forth in sub .. (2) and the lower-
most beam shall meet the requirements applica-
ble to a lowermost distribution of light as set
forth in s . 347 10 (2) (b)'

(4) If the power-driven cycle or motor, bicy-
cle is equipped with a single-beam lamp, such
lamp shall be so aimed that when the vehicle is
loaded none of the high-intensity portion of
light, at a distance of 25 feet ahead, projects
higher than the level of the center of the lamp
from which it comes .



No person shall operate on a highway any motor
vehicle sold new after January 1, 1955, or any
mobile `home, or trailer or semitrailer' sold new
after January : 1, 1968, other' than a vehicle
which is operated pursuant to s. 341 .47 (1) (b)
or a motor-driven cycle, unless such vehicle is
equipped with direction signal lamps meeting
the requirements of this section .. Any other
vehicle may be equipped with such lamps .. Sub-
section (3m) notwithstanding direction signals
are not required on trailers when the rear direc-
tion signals on the towing vehicle ate fully visible
from all distances to the rear to 300 feet during
normal sunlight when viewed from the driver's
seat : of the vehicle following,.

(2) Except as provided in sub . (1), there
shall be at least 2 direction signal lamps showing
to the front on motor vehicles and at least32
showing' to the rear on motor vehicles, mobile
homes, trailers and semitrailers, so as to indicate
intention to turn right or, left . Lamps showing to
the front shall be located on the same level and
as widely spaced laterally as practicable and
lamps showing to the rear shall be located on the
same level and as widely spaced laterally as
practicable. Such lamps shall project a flashing
white or amber lightt visible to the front and a
flashing red or amber light visiblee to the rear .
Direction signal lamps when in use shall be
plainly visible and understandable from all dis-
tances to . .3000 feet duringg normal sunlight .
When actuated, such lamps shall indicate the
intended direction of turning by flashing the
lights showing to the front and rear on the side
toward which the turn is made .

(3) Vehicles equipped, with direction signal
lamps shall be equipped with a signal visible to
the signaling driver when his signall lamps are
operating ..

(3m) Any motor vehicle or- combination of
vehicles in use on a' highway shall be equipped
with direction signals meeting the requirements
of this section when the distance from the center
of the top of thee steering post to the left outside
limit of the body, cab or load of such motor
vehicle or combination of vehicles exceeds 24
inches, or when the distance from the center of
the top of the steering post to the rear limit of the
body or load thereof exceeds 14 feet .

(4) Vehicles sold new prior to July 1, 1958,
are exempt from the requirements of this section
if they either comply with the requirements of s .
85.06 (15), statutes of 1955, or are exempt from
the requirements of that section .
His tory: 1975 0. 297 . ;

347.16 Clearance lamps and reflectors .
(1) No person shall operate on a highway
during hours of darkness any vehicle, except
automobiles, having a width at any part in

347 .15 Direction signal lamps or devices .
(1) No person shall sell any new motor vehicle,
other than amotor-driven cycle, unless such
motor vehicle is equipped with direction signal
lamps meeting the requirements of this section .
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upon a highway during hours of darkness unless
such motor vehicle, mobile home or trailer or
semitrailer is equippedd with at least one tail
lamp mounted on the rear, which, when lighted
during hours of darkness, emits a red light
plainly visiblee from a distance of 500 feet to the
rear.. . No vehicle originally equipped at the time
of manufacture and sale with 2 tail lamps shall
be operated upon a highway during hours of
darkness unless both such lamps are in good
working order.

(2) Every tail lamp on a vehicle shall be
located at a height of not more than 72 inches
nor less than 20 inches .

(3) No person shall operate on a highway
during hours of darkness any motor vehicle upon
the r'ear' of which a registration plate is required
to be displayed unless such motor vehicle is
equipped with a lamp so constructed and placed
as to illuminate with a' white light the rear
registration plate and render it clearly legible
from a distance of 50 feet to the rear. Such lamp
may be incorporated as part of a tail lamp or
may be a separate lamp .

(4) Tail lamps and registration plate lamps
shall be so wired as to be lighted whenever the
headlamps or auxiliary driving lamps are
lighted„ In a tractor-semitrailer combination, 2
switches mayy be employed, one to activate semi-
trailer lamps and one to activate tractor lamps .
H istory: 1973 c . 252 .

347.14 Stop lamps . (1) No person shall
operate a motor vehicle, mobile home or trailer
or semitrailer upon a highway unless such motor
vehicle, mobile home or trailer or semitrailer is
equipped with at least one stop lamp mounted on
the rear and meeting the specifications set forth
in this section . The stop lamp on a mobile home
or trailer or semitrailer shall be controlled and
operated from the driver's seat of the propelling
vehicle. A stop lamp may be incorporated with a
tail lamp . No vehicle originally equipped at the
time of manufacture and sale with 2 stop lamps
shall be operated upon a highway unless both
such lamps are in good working order .

(2) A stop lamp shall be so constructed as to
be actuated upon application of the service or
foot brake or separate trailer brake andd shall
emit a red or amber light plainly visible and
understandable from all distances up to 300 feet
to the rear during normal sunlight when viewed
from the driver's seat of the vehicle following .
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347 .18 Mounting of clearance lamps and
reflectors . (1) Whenever s. 347,16 requires
any reflector to be displayed, upon a vehicle,
each such reflector shall be mounted at a height
not less than 16 inches nor more than 60 inches
above the ground on which the vehicle stands . .
On vehicles which are more than 80 inches wide,
the front and rear reflectors shall be mounted so
as to indicate as nearly as possible the extreme
width of the vehicle ; Any required red reflector
on the rear of a vehicle may be incorporated with
the tail lamp but such reflector shall meet all the
other reflector requirements of this chapter .

(2) Whenever this chapter requires a vehicle
to be equipped with clearance lamps, such lamps
shall be mounted in such a manner as to indicate
the extreme width of the vehicle and as near to
the top thereof as practicable except that when
rear identification lampss are mounted at the

347.21 Lamps and flags on trains of agr i - ;
cultural vehicles and towed trucks . (1) No
person shall operate on a highway during hours
of darkness any train of agricultural vehicles
authorized by s . . .348 . .08 (1) (b),unless there is
mounted on each sidee of every vehicle in such
train, including farm tractors and implements of
husbandry, at least one lamp emitting a red light
visible from a distance of 500 feet to the side of
the vehicle on which mounted or, in lieu thereof',
at least one red reflector visible from all dis-,
tances within. 5000 feet to 50 feet of the side of the
vehicle when directly in . :frontt of lawfull upper
beams of headlamps .

(2) No person shall operate on a highway, at
times other than hours of darkness, any train of
agricultural vehicles authorized by s . 348 .08 (1)
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excess of 80 inches unless such vehicle is
equipped with :

(a) Two clearance lamps mounted on the
front of the vehicle so as to be visible from the
front ; and

(b) Two clearance lamps mounted on the
rear of the vehicle so as to be visible from the
rear ; and

(c) Two reflectors mounted on the rear o f the
vehicle in such a manner as to indicate as nearly
as possible the extreme width of the vehicle .

(2) No person shall operate any of the
following vehicles on a highway during hou rs of
darkness unless such vehicles a re equipped as
indicated :

(a) Every truck tractor shall carry on the
front 2 clearance lamps , one' at each side,

(b) Every trailer or semitraile r shall carry on
the rear 2 reflectors , one on each side ..

(3) Reflectorized material extending across
the full width of the vehicle and otherwise
meeting the mounting and visibility specifica-
tions for reflectors may be used in lieu of the
reflectors required by this section .

347 .17 Color of clearance and marker
lamps and reflectors. Whenever a vehicle is
equipped with clearance lamps, sidemarker
lamps or reflectors :

(1) Those clearance and marker lamps and
reflectors mounted on the front or on the side
near the front of the vehicle shall display or
reflect an amber color ;

(2) Those clearance lamps and marker
lamps and reflectors mounted on the rear or on
the sides near the rear of the vehicle, or on both,
shall display or, reflect a red color .
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extreme height of the vehicle, rear clearance
lamps may be mounted at optional heights .
History : 19'75 c 121,

347 . 19 Visibility of clearance lamps and
reflectors. (1) Every reflector required by s .
347,16 to be displayed upon a vehicle shall be of
such size and characteristics and.d so maintained
as to be readily visible during- the hours of
darkness from all distances within 500 feet to 50
feett from the vehicle when directlyy in front of'
lawfull upper beams of headlamps ..

(2) Front and rear clearance lamps when
lighted shall be capable of being seen and distin-
guished under, normal atmospheric conditions
during hours of darkness at a distance of 500
feet from the front and rear; respectively, of the
vehicle ._

347.20 Lamp or flag on projecting load .
(1) No person shall operate on a highway
during hours of darkness any vehicle with a load
thereon extending more than 4 feet beyond the
rear' of the bed or body thereof' unless there is
displayed at the extreme rear endd of the load a
red light or lantern plainly visible from a dis-
tance of at least 500 feet to the sides and rear . .
The red light or lantern shall be. in addition to
any tail lamp or, clearance lamp which the
vehicle is required to carry .

(2) No person shall operate on a highway, at
times other, than hours of darkness ; any vehicle
with a load thereon extending more than 4 feet
beyond the rear of'the bed or body thereof unless
there is displayed at the extreme rear end of such
load a red flag or cloth not less than 12 inches
square and so hung that the entire area is visible
to the operator, of a vehicle approaching from
the rear. _

(3) This section does not apply to vehicles
loaded with loose hay or straw .



347 .24 Lamps on nonmotor vehicles and
equipment . ( 1) No person may operate on a
highway during hours of darkness any imple-
ment of husbandry or any other vehicle not
specifically required by law to be equipped with
lamps or other lighting devices unless such im-
plement or vehicle is equipped with at least one
lighted lamp or lantern exhibiting a white light
visible from a distance of 500 feet ahead and a
lighted lamp or lantern exhibiting a red- light
visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear or,
as an alternative to the red lamp or lantern, 2 red
reflectors mounted as specified in s . 34'7 . .18 and
meeting the visibility requirements of s . 347 19
may be displayed on the rear of such vehicle or
implement of husbandry .

(2) No person mayy operate on a highway
during hours of darkness a vehicle drawn by an
animal unless the vehicle is equipped with at
least one lighted lamp or lanternn exhibiting a
white lightt visible from a distance of 500 feet
ahead and 2 lighted lamps or lanterns exhibiting
red light visible from a distance of 500 feet to the
rear and mounted in such a manner as to indi-
cate the extreme width of" the vehicle .
Hist ory: 1977 c .. 418.

347 .245 Identification emblem on certain
slow moving vehicles. (1) After January 1,
1970,' no person may operate on a highway, day
of night, any vehicle or equipment, animal-
drawn vehicle,, or any other machinery, includ-
ing all road machinery, that usually travel at
speeds less than 25 miles per hour, unless there is
displayed on the most practicable visible rear
area of thee vehicle or combination of'vehicles, a
slow moving vehicle (SMV) emblem as de-
scribed in and displayed as provided in sub . (2) .
Any towed vehicle or machine is exempt from

347 .23 Lamps on highway maintenance
equipment. (1) No person shall operate upon
a highway during hours of darkness any road
machinery or motor vehicle used in highway
construction or maintenance unless such vehicle
or road machinery is equipped either as pre-
scribed by par . (a) or (b) :

(a) A red light visible from a distance of 500
feet shall be displayed on each side of the front
and on each side of" the rear to give adequate
warning of the presence of such vehicle or ma-
chinery and to show safe clearance for passing or
overtaking vehicles; or

(b) In lieu of the red lights prescribed by par .
(a), 2 amber floodlamps may be used, one to be
mounted on each side of the vehicle or machin-
ery so as to illuminate its sides and its attach-
ments, if any, to show safe clearance for passing
or overtaking vehicles, Such floodlamps shall
display an amber, light of sufficient illuminating
power' to indicate safe clearance from a distance
of 200 feet to the front and real of such vehicle
or machinery .

(2) The lights specified in sub . (1) need not
be displayed upon motor vehicles used in high-
way construction or maintenance work when
such vehicles are traveling along the highway at
theirr normall operating speed in the ordinary
course of traffic .

(4) No person shall operate upon the left-
hand side of a highway during hours of darkness
any road machinery or motor vehicle used in
highway construction or maintenance, including
snow and ice control, unless such vehicle or
machinery is equipped with an auxiliary lamp or
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(b) unless there is displayed a red flag at least
12 inches square on each rear corner of the
rearmost vehicle in the train .

(3) No person shall tow a motor truck on a
highway, at times other than hours of darkness,
unless a red flag at least 12 inches square is
displayed upon the rear of such towed truck, or
unless such towed motor truck is being trans-
ported in compliance with s . 341,47 (1) (b)

347 .22 Lamps on farm tractors and self-
propelled farm Implements . (1) No person
shall operate or park a farm tractor or self'-
propelled farm implement upon a highway dur-
ing hours of darkness unless such tractor or
implement carries the lighted headlamps and
tail lamps which would be required of other
motor vehicles under similar, circumstances .

(2) , No person shall operate or parkk a farm
tractor or, self-propelled farm implement upon a
highway during hours of darkness with any lamp
thereon showing any light to the rear other than
redd in colon .
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lamps projecting a flashing amber light visible
from all directions for ' a 360-degree lens (bee-
hive type lamp) or revolving type lamp and
visible front and rear f'or ceflectorized stationary
directional type lamps . For flashing type lamps
the number of flashes per, minute shall be be-
tween 60 and 90 Fo r revolving type lamps the
revolutions per minute shall be between 45 and
90.. The lenses of' such auxiliary lamps shall not
be less than 6 inches in diameter for the ceflec-
torized stationary directional type lamp ; 3-3/4
inches minimum d iameter and 5-inch minimum
height for the 360-degree lens (beehive type
lamp); and 3-3/4 inches minimum width and 4-
5/8 inches minimum height for the revolving
type lamp. The lamps shall be equipped with
bulbs of S0 candlepower minimum .. The lamps
shall be mounted approximately midway be-
tween the transverse extremities of ' the vehicle or
machinery and at the highest practicable point . .



returning from a fire alarm or when necessarily
parked on a highway in a position which is likely
to be hazardous to traffic using the highway .

(2) No person may operate a school bus
which is painted as provided in s 347 44 unless it
is equipped with flashing red signals . In
addition to the flashing red signals, the school
bus may be equipped with a 360-degree flashing
white strobe light with a flashrate of 60 to 120
per minute and shielded so that the strobe
cannot be seen directly by the driver of an
automobile on a level plane with and within 500
feet of the school bus .. The secretary shall
prescribe rules for the type, installation,
operation and light output brilliance of the
signals and lights required or permitted under
this subsection. No vehicle may be equipped
with such flashing red signals or flashing red
signals and a strobe light unless it also is painted
as provided in s

. 347 44(3) The leadd vehicle in a funeral procession
may be equipped with a flashing amber light
which may be used only when suchh vehicle is
used as a lead vehicle in such procession ..

His tory : 1977 c. 29 s 1654 (7) (c) ; 1977 c 228 .
The burden is on the operator of an emergency vehicle to

prove that the warning light met the requirements A light
showing only to the front would not provide the operator with
emergency, privileges for stopping, parking or turning as to
vehicles approaching from the rear Pittman v, Lieffring, 59
W (2d) 52,207 NW (2d) 610

347.26 Restrictions on certain optional
lighting equipment. (1) GENERAL RESTRIC-
TIONS, Avehicle `need not be equipped with the
lamps specified in this section, but if a vehicle is
equipped with any such lamps, no person shall
operate such vehicle on a-highway during hours
of darkness unless such lamps comply with the
requirements of"this section and no person shall
use such lamps' in a manner inconsistent with
this section

(2) SrorLnMrs.`(a) Any motor vehicle may
be equipped' with not more than 2 spotlamps
which shall be mounted at a height of not less
than 30 nor more than 72 inches .

(b) No spotlamp shall be used as a substitute
for- headlamps No spotlamp shall be used as an
auxiliary driving light on any motor, vehicle
except when such spotlamp is set or adjusted so
that the rays of lightt are projected directly upon
the road surface at a distance not exceeding 150
feet directly in front of the vehicle and to the
right of the center of the traveled roadway No
spotlamp shall project any glaring light into the
eyes of an approaching driver :

(3) ADVERSE WEATHER LAMPS
. (a), Any for vehicle may be equipped with not more than

2 adverse weather lamps which shall be mounted
on the front of the vehicle beloww the level of the
centers of the headlamps

this provision if the towing vehicle is visiblee from
the rear' and is in compliance with this section ..
All road machineryy is excluded when it is en-
gaged in actual construction or maintenance
work either guarded by a flagman or clearly
visible warning signs .. The requirement of the
emblem shall be in addition to any lighting
devices required or permitted by law. Mopeds
and bicycles are excluded from the provisions of
this section ., The SMV emblem need not be
displayed on vehicles moving directly across the
highway .

(2) Standards and specifications for the de-
sign and position; of mounting of the SMV
emblem shall be established by rule by the
secretary. The standards and specifications for
SMV emblems shall correlate withh and, so far- as
possible, conform with those approved by the
American society of agricultural engineers . The
secretary shall submit such standards and speci-
fications, and any subsequent changes therein,
to the assembly and senate committees having
Jurisdiction over transportation matters as de-
termined by the speaker of the assembly and the
president pro tempore of the senate acting
;jointly for' their, aapproval .

(3) No person shall displayh such emblem on
a roadway, except as provided in sub .. (1), nor on
roadside stationary objects such as mailboxes of
signposts and no such emblem shall be used as a
clearance marker for wide vehicles. No slow
moving vehicle actually engaged in construction
or maintenance guarded by a }'lagman or clearly
visible warning signs need remove the slow mov-
ing vehicle emblem .

(4) 'No person shall display such emblem on
any vehicle or equipment not specified in sub . .
~1)

(5) This section does not apply to any vehicle
or combination of vehicles to the left rear of
which is attached a yellow or amber flashing
light at least 4 inches in diameter,

History: 1977 c. 29, 288

347 .25 Special warning lamps on emer-
gency vehicles , school busses and funeral
vehicles . (1) An authorized emergency ,yehi-
clemay be equipped with one or more flashing,
oscillating or rotating red lights and shall be so
equipped when the operator thereof is exercising
the privileges granted by s. 346„0.3 . Such lights
shall be so designed and mounted as to be plainly
visible and understandable from a distance of
500 feet both during normal sunlight and during
hours of darkness, No operator of an authorized
emergency vehicle shall use such warning lights
except when responding to an emergency call or,
when in pursuit of an actual or suspected viola-
tor of the law, when responding to but not upon
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when such vehicle is standing on or near the
traveled portion of a highway preparatory to
towing or servicing the disabled vehicle .

(7 ) WARNING LAMPS ON CERTAIN HIGHWAY
VEHICLES. Any vehicle of the department or a
county or municipal highway department which
by reason of its use upon a highway creates a
vehicular traffic hazard requiring the exercise of
unusual care in approaching, overtaking or pass-
ing may be equipped with a flashing red or
amber' lamp of the dome-light type or with 2
flashing red or amber lamps, one showing to the
front and one showing to the rear . Such lamp or,
lamps shall be mounted approximately midway
between the extremities of the width of the
vehicle and at the highest practicable point and
shall be used only for the purpose of warning
operators of other vehicles of the presence of the
traffic hazard .

(8) WARNING LAMPS FOR RURAL MAIL DE-
LIVERY VEHICLES. Any vehicle used for rural
mail delivery may be equipped with a flashing
amber lamp mounted above the top line of the
windshield and showing to the front and rear so
as to warn other motorists that the operator of
the vehicle is stopped or about to stop to deliver
mail or is preparing to resume operation on the
highway after having stopped to deliver mail .
Such lamp may be used only for thee purpose
specified in this subsection .

(9) WARNING LAMPS ON PUBLIC. U TILITY
AND CO-OPERATIVE VEHICLES. Any vehicle of a
public utility as defined in s . 196 .01 (1) or of a
co-operative association organized under ch .
185 for the purpose of producing or furnishing
heat, light, power or water to its members, which
by reason of its use upon a highway creates a
vehicular traffic hazard requiring the exercise of
unusual care in approaching, overtaking or pass-
ing may be equipped with a flashing amber lamp
of the dome type or with 2 flashing amber lamps,
one showing to the front and one showing to the
rear. Such lamps shall be mounted approxi-
mately midway between the extremities of the
width of the vehicle and at the highest practica-
ble point and shall be used only for the purpose
of warning operators of other vehicles of the
presence of the traffic hazard . Should such
vehicle be of a type so as to make impractical the
mounting of such lamps midway between the
-extremities of the width of the vehicle then such
mountings shall be made at or near the upper
left front and rear corners of such vehicle .

(10) FLASHING AMBER LIGHT' ON OVERSIZE
VEHICLE. Any vehicle moving on the highway
pursuant to an oversize permit issued under s .
348.25, 348,26 or 348 .27 may be equipped with
a flashing amber dome light upon the cab of
such vehicle or with double faced flashing amber

(b) Adverse weather lamps shall not be used
in lieu of headlamps unless absolutely necessary
in case of rain, snow, dust or fog and then only
when a vehicle is equipped with 2 adverse
weather lamps mounted on opposite sides of the
front of the vehicle and when both such adverse
weather lamps are lighted . Whenever any vehi-
cle is equipped with only one adverse weather
lamp, both headlamps of such vehicle shall be
lighted at all times when such adverse weather
Lamp is lighted„

( 4) BACK-UP LAMPS. (a) Any motor vehicle
may be equipped with not more than 2 back-up
lamps which shall be so directed as to project a
white or amber light illuminating the roadway
to the rear of such vehicle for a distance not to
exceed 75 feet .

(b) No lighted back-up lamp shall be dis-
played on any vehicle upon a highway except
when such vehicle is about to be or is being
driven backward . Whenever a back-up lamp is
lighted during hours of darkness, the tail lamp or,
tail lamps on the vehicle displaying such lighted
back-up lamp also shall be lighted .

(5) IDENTI FICATION LAMPS ON TAXICABS
AND BUSSES . No person shall operate a motor
vehicle regularly used for transporting passen-
gers for hire displaying any lighting device for
identification purposes other than a single illu-
minated sign or,lghted lamp mounted above the
top line of the windshield, colored white, amber
or green . Such illuminated sign or lamp shall be
so constructed as to emit a steady or flashing
nonglaring light .

(6) WARNING LAMPS ON TOW TRUCKS AND
SERVICE VEHICLES. (a) Any vehicle which by
reason of its use upon a highway creates a
vehicular traffic hazard requiring the exercise of
unusual care in approaching, overtaking or pass-
ing shall be equipped with a flashing or rotating
amber lamp of the dome typee at the highest
practicable point, visible from a distance of 500
feet, or 2 flashing amber lamps, one showing to
the front and one showing to the rear, visible
from a distance of 500 feet and mounted approx-
imately midway between the extremities of the
width of the vehicle and at the highest practica-
ble point. Such amber' lamp or lamps may be
lighted only whenn such vehicle is moving a
disabled vehicle along or, upon a public highway
at below the average speed of motor vehicle
traffic on such street or highway .

(b) Operators of wreckers or towing vehicles
shall equip each wrecker or towing vehicle with
a flashing or rotating red lamp, in addition to
flashing type amber lamps. Such lamp shall be
placed on the dome of the vehicle at the `highest
practicable point visible from a distance of 500
feet . This flashing red lamp shall be used only
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347 .28 Certain vehicles to carry flares or
other warning devices. (1) No person shall
operate a motor truck or motor bus more than 80
inches in width or a truck tractor or road tractor
on any highway outside the corporate limits of a
city or village during hours of darkness unless
such vehicle carries in a place readily accessible
to the driver the following warning devices :

(a) At least 3 pot torches or 3 red electric
lanterns or 3 red emergency reflectors, each of
which shall be capable of being seen and distin-
guished at a distance of at least 600 feet under
normal atmospheric conditions during hours of
darkness . If pot torches are carried in lieu of red
electric lanterns, at least 3 red-burning fusees
shall be carried in addition to such pot torches ;
and

(b) At least 2 red-cloth flags, not less than 12
inches square, with standards to support such
flags .

(2) No person shall operate upon a highway
outside the corporate limits of a city or village
during hours of darkness any motor vehicle used
for the transportation of explosives or any cargo
tank truck used for the transportation of flam-
mable liquids or compressed gases unless there is
carried in such vehicle 3 red electric lanterns or
3 red emergency reflectors meeting the require-
ments of sub. .. (1). No pot torch or fuses or
signal produced by flame shall be carried in any
such vehicle . Such red emergency reflectors
shall comply with the specifications for such
reflectors as set forth in interstate commerce
commission motor carrierr safety regulations .

347 .29 Display of warning devices for
certain vehicles when standing on high-
way. (1) Except as provided in s . .347 .26 (11)
(b), wheneverr any motor truck, motor bus,
trailer or semitrailer more than 80 inches in

347 .27 When lighted lamps required on
parked vehicles. (1) No person shall park or
leave a vehicle standing, whether attended or
unattended, upon a roadway or the shoulder
immediately adjacent theretoo during hours of
darkness unless :

(a) Such vehicle is parked or standing where
there is sufficient artificial light to render it
visible from a distance of 500 feet or is lawfully
parked within the corporate limits of a city or
village and in eitherr case is equipped with at
least one red reflector mounted on the rear-
thereof as near as practicable to the side of the
vehicle which is closest to passing traffic and
otherwise meeting the mounting and visibility
requirements specified in ss . 347.18 and 347 .19 ;
or

(b) Such,vehicle displays one or more lighted
lamps meeting the following requirements:

1 . At least one lamp shall display a white or
amber light visible from a distance of 500 feet to
the front of the vehicle, and the same lamp or at
least one other' lamp shall display a red light
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light mounted along the sides of such vehicle
mounted and used when the movement is
oversize .

(11) FLASHING WARNING LAMPS ,. (a) Any
vehicle may be equipped with lamps which may
be used for the purpose of warning the operators
of other vehicles of the presence of a vehicular
traffic hazard requiring the exercise of unusual
care in approaching, overtaking or passing, and
when so equipped may display such warning in
addition to any other warning signals required
by this section. The lamps used to display such
warning to the front shall be mounted at the
same level and as widely spaced laterally as
practicable, and shall display simultaneously
flashing white or amber lights, or any shade of
color between whitee and amber . The lamps used
to display such warning to the rear shall be
mounted at the same level and as widely spaced
laterally as practicable,, and shall show simulta-
neously flashing.g amber or red lights, or any
shade of colorr between amber and red . These
warning lights shall be visible from a distance of
not less than 500 feet under normal atmospheric
conditions at night. Directional signals meeting
the requirements of this chapter shall be used or
lamps meeting these requirements, mounted so
as to comply with turn signal installation .

(b) Whenever any vehicle other than an
automobile, which is equipped as permitted in
par. (a), is stopped for more than 10 minutes on
the traveled portion of any highway, or shoulder
thereof, during hours of darkness, the driver of
such vehicle shall display warning signals as
requiredd by s. .34729

History : 1 9 77 c. 2 9 s. 1 654 ( 8 ) (a) .
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visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear of
the vehicle.
2 . The location of such lamp or lamps shall

always be such that at least one lamp or combi-
nation of lamps meeting the requirements of this
section is installed as near as practicable to the
side of the vehicle which is closest to passing
traffic .

3 . If the vehicle is equipped with 2 parking
lamps and 2 tail lamps, both parking lamps and
both tail lamps s ha ll be lighted.

(2) Any lighted headlamps on a vehicle
parked on a highway shall be depressed or ,
dimmed .

(3) In this section, "vehicle" includes fa rm
tractors and self-propelled farm implemen t s,
implements of husbandry , animal-drawn vehi-
cles and road machinery .



(4) No operator of a motor vehicle used in
the transportation of explosives, or of a cargo
tank truck used for- the transportation of any
flammable liquid or compressed flammable gas
shall use any flame-producing emergency signal
for protecting any such vehicle . In lieu thereof',
red electric lanterns or red emergency reflectors
shall be used, the placement of which shall be in
the same order' and manner as prescribed in
subs: (1) to (3) .

(5) Whenever any vehicle of a type referred
to in this section is left standing at any place
mentionedd in this section at times other than
during hours of darkness, the operator of the
vehicle shall display 2 red flags upon the road-
way in the lane of'traf'fic occupied by the stand-
ing vehicle, one at a distance of approximately
100 feet in advance of the vehicle and one at a
distance of approximately 100 feet to the rear of
the vehicle .

(6) The flares, fusees, red electric lanterns,
red emergency reflectors and flags to be dis-
played as required in this section shall conform
with the requirements of s . 347 . .28 .

(7) This section does not apply to vehicles
standing on a highway in compliance with traf-
fic regulations or the directions of a traffic
officer or official traffic sign or signal„

Flag warning under (5) not applicable in city . Northland
Ins . Co v . Avis Rent-A-Car, 62 W (2d) 643,215 N W (2d)
439 .

347 .30 Penalty for violating lighting
equipmentt requirements . (1) Any person
violating s . . 347 06 or 347 .13 (2), (3) or (4)
may be required to forfeit not less than $10 nor
more than $20 f'or, the first offense and not less
than $25 nor more than $50 for' the 2nd or
subsequent conviction within a year, .

(2) Any person violating ss . 347 . .03, 347 .07
to 347.12, 347 .13 (1) or 347, 14 to 347,29 may
be required to forfeit not less than $10 norr more
than $200 .

History: 1971 c . 278 ,

OTHER EQUIPMENT

347 .35 Brakes. (1) MOTOR VEHICLES, No
person shall operate any motor' vehicle, other'
than a motor-driven cycle, upon a highway
unless such motor vehicle is equipped with
brakes adequate to control the movement of and
to stop and hold such vehicle and capable of
meetingthe performance specifications under s .
347 .36. There shall be 2 separate means of
applying the brakes, each of which means shall
be effective to apply the brakes to at least 2
wheels ;

(18 ) PARKING BRAKES., Every such vehicle
and combination of vehicles, except motor-
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width or truck tractor or road tractor is left
standing, whether attended or unattended, dur-
ing hours of darkness upon the traveled portion
of any highway or the shoulde r, adjacent thereto
outside the corporate limits of a city or village,
the operator of such vehicle shall display the
following warning devices upon the highway
during the entire time the vehicle is so left
standing and such devices shall be placed in the
following orde r :

(a) A lighted fusee or lighted red electric
lantern or a red emergency reflector shall imme-
diately be placed at the traffic side of the vehicle
in the direction of the nearest approaching traf-
fia. If a lighted fusee was so placed, the driver
shall replace such fusee with a lighted pot torch
orlighted red electric lanternn or a red emer-
gency reflector after, he has placed the warning
devices specified in pans . (b) and (c) and before
the fusee burns out .,

(b) A lighted pot torch or lighted red electric
lantern or a ; red emergency reflector shall be
placed approximately 100 feet from the stand-
ing vehicle in the center ' of the lane occupied by
such vehicle and toward traffic approaching in
that lane .

(c) One lighted pot torchh or lightedd red
electric lantern or a red emergency reflector
shall be placed approximately 100 feet from the
standing vehicle in the center of the lane occu-
pied by such vehicle and in the opposite direction
from the warning device placed in accordance
with par , (b)

(2) Whenever any vehicle referred to in this
section is left standing, whether attended or
unattended, within 500 feet of a curve, hillcrest
or other obstruction to view, the warning signal
in that direction shall be so placed as to afford
ample warning to other users of the highway,
but in no case less than 100 feet nor more than
500 feet from the standing vehicle .. ,

(3) Whenever any vehicle of a type referred
to in this section is left standing, whether at-
tended or , . unattended, upon' any roadway of a
divided highway during hours of darkness, the
appropriate warning devices prescribed in subs .
(1) and (4) shall be placed as follows :

(a) One shall be placed at a distance of"
approximately 200 feet from the vehicle in the
center of the lane occupied by the standing
vehicle and in the direction of traffic approach-
ing in that lane ;

(b) One shall be placed at a distance of
approximately 100 feet from the vehicle in the
center of the lane occupied by the vehicle and in
the direction of traffic approaching in that lane ;

(c) One shall be placed at the traffic side of
the vehicle and approximately 10 feet from the
vehicle in the direction of the nearest approach-
ing traffic .
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driven cycles, shall be equipped with parking
brakes adequate to hold the vehicle on any grade
on which it is operated, under all conditions of
loading on a surface free from snow, ice or loose
material . The parking brakes shall be capable of
being applied by the driver's muscular effort or
by spring action or by equivalent means . Their
operation may be assisted by the service brakes
or other source of power provided that failure of
the servicee brake actuation system or other
power assisting mechanism will not prevent the
parking brakes from being applied . The parking
brakes shall be so designed that when once
applied they shall remain applied with the re-
quired effectiveness despite exhaustion of any
source of energy or leakagee of any kind The
same brake drums, brake shoes and lining as-
semblies, brake shoe anchors and mechanical
brake shoe actuation mechanism normally asso-
ciated with the wheel brake assemblies may be
used for both the service brakes and the parking
brakes, If the means of applying the parking
brakes and the service brakes are connected in
any way, they shall be so constructed that failure
of" any one part shall not leave the vehicle
without operative brakes .

(2) Morox DRIVEN CYCLES . No person shall
operate a motor driven cycle upon a highway
unless such motor driven cycle is equipped with 347 .37 Brake fluid, sale regulation . (1)
at least one brake capable of meeting the per- After January 1, 1960, no hydraulic brake fluidformance specifications set forth in s . .347 . .36 .. use in motor vehicles shall be sold in this
Such brake may be designed to be operated state if' such brake fluid is below the minimum
either by hand or by foot, The brake on a power standard of specifications established by the
driven cycle shall be an enclosed brake of sound society of automotive engineers for heavy dutydesign with the disc or brake drum directly type brake fluid No. 70R1 or a later designatorconnected or integral with the rear wheel and for an improved product

.h with internal-expanding brake shoes or engag-
All manufacturers of brake fluids sellinging discs . The design shall permit simple and

easy adjustment to compensate for wear . Ifthe such fluids in Wisconsin shall state on the imme-
brake control is hand-operated, there shall be no diate containers in which such fluid is packaged
other controls linked to it, that the fluid therein meets or exceeds the

' 1 .(3) TRAILERS; SEMITRAILERS AND TOWED
VEHICLES. (a) No person shall operate on a

347 .38 Horns and warning devices . (1)highway any trailer, semitrailer or other towed
operate a motor vehicle upon avehicle having a gross weight of 3,000 pounds or No person

highway unless such motor vehicle is equippedmore and manufactured after January 1, 1942
a horn in good working order and capableunless such vehicle is equipped with brakes

adequate to control the movement of and to stop of emitting sound audible under normal
hold it.. tions from a distance of not less than 200

but at any time use a horn(b) Every full trailer, semitrailer; pole trailer no person
or other towed vehicle required to be equipped otherwise than as a reasonable warning or make

anywith brakes shall be equipped with brake Sys-
by of a horn or other warningtems of such design and type, and capable of

meeting such performance standards, as estab-
lished device(2)' by rule of the department. Except as otherwise provided in this

section no vehicle shall be equipped with nor(c) This subsection does not apply to farm
person use upon a vehicle any siren ortrailers or to disabled vehicles while being towed shall any

to a place of repairr or to automobiles or trucks compression or exhaust whistle .
while being towed or being transported pursuant Any vehicle(3) be equipped with a theft
to 6. :341,47 (1) (b) . alarm signal device if such device is so arranged

for

e

(2)

specifications under sub . ( )

shall
h

with
condi-

tions feet,
shall

sound means

section,
y

may
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(4) MOBILE HOMES. No person shall manu-
facture and no person shall sell a mobile home in
this state unless such mobile home is equipped
with brakes adequate to control the movement
of and to stop and hold it . No person shall
operate on a highway any mobile home regis-
tered as a 1940 or later year model unless such
mobile home is equipped with brakes adequate
to control the movement of and to stop and hold
it

History: 197 ' 1 c .. 29 s . 1654 (7) (e)

347 .36 Performance ability of brakes. (1)
Brakes on motor vehicles other than power
driven cycles and brakes on combinations of
vehicles shall be capable of bringing the vehicle
or combination of vehicles to a stop, under-
normal conditions, within 50 feet when traveling
at a speed of 20 miles per hour . .

( 2) Brakes on a power driven cycle shall be
capable of bringing such vehicle to a stop within
35 feet when traveling at a speed of 20 miles per
hour with a 150 pound rider and on a level, dry,
hard surface free from loose material and with
no wind ..

(3) All required brakes shall be maintained
in good working order .



truck tractors may be equipped with tachome-
ters or any other devices that indicate speed and
motor vehicles transported pursuant and in com-
pliance with s . 341 .47 (1) (b) and (c) may be
equipped with a governor of speed of a type
which restricts speed and which is set at a level
equal to or below the limits of s . 346 58 (2) in
lieu of' a speedometer' ..

347 .415 Odometer tampering . (1) Noper-
son shall, either, personally or through an agent,
remove, replace, disconnect, reset, tamper with,
alter, or fail- to connect the odometer' of any
motor vehicle with the intent to change or affect
the number of miles indicated thereon .

(2) No per-son may, with intent to defraud,
operate a motor, vehicle subject to registration
under ch. 341 on any street or highway knowing
that the odometer or alternate instrument for
measuring vehicle mileage of the motor vehicle
is removed, disconnected or, nonfunctional .

(2m) No person may operate a motor vehicle
subject to registration under ch . .341 on any
street or highway knowing that the odometer or
alternate instrument for measuring vehicle mile-
age of the motor' vehicle is removed, discon-
nected or nonfunctional with intent to defraud
another' . . An exemption will be provided if parts
are on back order to correct a nonfunctional
odometer or alternate instrument for measuring
vehicle mileage .

(3) No person shall advertise for sale, sell,
use, install, or have installed any device which
causes an odometer' to r'egister' any mileage other
than the true mileage driven ..

(4) No person shall conspire with any other
person to violate sub . . (1), (2) or (3) .

(5 ) Nothing in this section shall prevent the
service, repair or replacement of an odometer,
provided the mileage indicated thereon remains
the same as before the service, repair or replace-
ment. Where the odometer is incapable of
registering the same mileage as before such
service, repair or replacement, the odometer
shall be adjusted to read zero, and a written
notice shall be attached, by the owner or an
agent, to the left door frame of the vehicle, or
other location as prescribed by the department,
specifying the mileage prior to service, repair or
replacement of the odometer and the date on
which it was serviced, repaired or replaced. No
person shall remove or alter such a notice so
affixed .
Hist ory : 1975 c.. 121, 199 ; 197'7 c .. 29 s 1,654 ('7) (a) . .

347 .42 Windshield wipers. No person shall
operate on a highway any motor vehicle
equipped with a windshield unless such motor

that it cannot be used by the driver as an
ordinary warning signal.. .

(4) An authorized emergency vehicle shall
be equipped with a siren, but such siren shall not
be used except when such vehicle is operated in
response to an emergency call or in the immedi-
ate pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of"
the law, in which events the driver of such
vehicle shall sound the siren when reasonably
necessary to warn pedestrians and other drivers .

347 .39 Mufflers . (1) No person shall oper-
ate on a highway any motor vehicle subject to
registration unless such motor vehicle is
equipped with an adequate muffler in constant
operation and properly maintained to prevent
anyy excessive or unusuall noise or annoying
smoke .,

(2 ) No muffler or exhaust system on any
vehicle mentioned in sub. (1) shall be equipped
with a cutout, bypass or similar device nor shall
there be installed in the exhaust system of any
such vehicle any device to ignite exhaust gases so
as to producee flame within or without the ex-
haust system . No person shall modify the
exhaust system of any such motor vehicle in a
manner which will amplify or increase the noise
emitted by the motor' of such vehicle above that
emitted by the muffler originally installed on the
vehicle, and such original muffler shall comply
with all the requirements of this section ..

(3) In this section, "muffler" means a device
consisting of a series of chambers of baffle plates
or other mechanical design for receiving exhaust
gases from an internal combustion engine and
which is effective in reducing noise .

347.40 'Mirrors. (1) No person shall operate
any motor vehicle upon a highway unless such
vehicle is equipped with a mirror so located as to
reflect to the operator a view of the roadway for
a distance of 200 feet to the rear of such vehicle .,

(2) No person shall operate on a highway
any school bus having apassenger-carrying ca-
pacity of lA` or more persons including the
operator unless such bus is equipped with at
least one mirror which is 7 inches in diameter so
located as to enable the operator to see a reflec-
tion of the road from the entire front bumper
forward to a point, where direct observation is
possible .

History: 1 975 c. . 84:

347.41 Speed Indicators . No person shall
operate on a highway any motor vehicle primar-
ily designed for use upon a highway unless such
motor vehicle is equipped with a speedometer
which with reasonable accuracy registers the
speed of the vehicle, except that motor trucks or
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seating space measured in inches by 20, may,
but need ' not, comply with sub. . (1) ,

(c) School busses under' par, (b) shall at no
time transport more passengers, including the
operator,, than the passenger carrying capacity
of such vehicle .

(3) Motor busses which are used jointly as
school busses and in regular urban se r vice, and
school busses as defined in s . .340 . . 01 (56) (a) 4
may, but need not comply with sub . (1),

(4) If a vehicle mentioned in sub.. (2) or (3
is painted as provided in sub . (1), it must also be
equipped with flashing red signals of the type
specified in s . .347.25 (2) or it may be equipped
with flashingg red signals and a strobe light as
provided in s . 347,,25 (2) .

(5) The department may by rule specify the
size of lettering for those vehicles whose width
limitations would make it difficult to comply
with sub.. (1) '(c) .

(6) No owner of any vehicle using the high-
ways ' shall paint or in any way designate a
vehicle in the manner described in this section,
except as expressly authorized by this section.,

History: 1 975 c 121, 199, 224, 429 ; 197 7 c . 29 s. . 1654 ( 7 )
(e); 1977 c. . 228 .

347 .45 Tire equipment. (1) All
automobiles, motor trucks, motor busses, track-
less trolley busses, truck tractors, trailers, semi-
trailers and mobile homes when operated upon a
highway shall be completely equipped with tires
inflated with compressed air and all other motor
vehicles when operated on a highway shall be
equipped withh tires of rubber or of some mate-
rial or construction of equal resiliency . No
person shall operate on a highway any motor
vehicle, trailer, semitrailer or mobile home hav-
ing any metal tire in contact with the roadway,
except that tire chainss of reasonable proportions
may be used when required for safety because of
snow, ice or other, conditions tending to cause a
vehicle to skid, and exceptt as provided in sub..
(2) ( c ) •

(2) No person shall operate on a highway
any vehicle, including farm tractors, self-
propelled farm implements ; implements of hus-
bandry, animal-drawn vehicles and road ma-
chinery , if such vehicle has on the periphery of
any of its tires any block, stud, flange, cleat,
spike or other protuberance of any material
other than rubber which projects beyond the
tread of the traction surface of the tire, except
that :

(a) Farm tractors, self-propelled farm imple-
ments, implements of husbandry ; animal-drawn
vehicles and road machinery may be operated
with metal tires or tires having protuberances
which will not injure the highway ; and

347 .43 Safety glass . (1) No person shall
operate upon a highway any trackless trolley bus
manufactured after January 1, 1952, or any
other motor vehicle manufactured after January
1, 1936, unless such trackless trolley bus or-
motor vehicle is equipped with safety` glass
wherever glass is used thereon in partitions,
doors, windows or windshields,

(2) No person shall sell any new motor'
vehicle unless -such vehicle is equipped with
safety glass in accordance with the requirements
of sub . (1) .

(3) In this section, "safety glass" means
glass so treated or combined with other mateti-
als as to reduce, in comparison with ordinary
sheet glass or plate glass, the likelihood of injury
to persons by objects from external sources or by
such glass when it is struck, cracked or broken .

(4) If a common carrier or, person operating
under, a permit of certificate issued by the
transportation commission is convicted of oper-
ating avehicle ' in violation of this section, the
commission may suspend or revoke such permit
or certificate until such time as the vehicle has
been equipped with.h safety glass as required by
this section.
Histor y: 1977 c 29 s, . 1654 (9) (f) .

347.44 Painting requirements for school
busses ; restrictions as to painting of other
vehicles . (1) All school busses as defined ins .
340.01 (56) (a) 1 to 3 shall be painted as
follows :

(a) With the exception of trim, the body,
including hood, fenders, cowl and roof shall be
painted a uniform color, national school bus
glossy yellow, according to national bureau of
standards specifications;

(b) The body trim, if used, shall be black ; and
(c) The words, "SCHOOL BUS"; in black

letters at least 8 inches high shall appear on both
the front and rear of the body or on a sign
attached thereto

(2) ,(a) School busses having a passenger
carrying capacity of 7 or more but fewer than 10
persons, including the operator, as determined
by dividing the total seating space measured in
inches by 20, in use prior to January 1, 1976,
may, but needd not, comply with sub. (1) .

(b) School busses having a passenger carry-
ng capacity of fewer than 7 persons, including
the operator, as determined by dividing the total
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vehicle also is equipped with a device for ' clean-
ing rain, snow or other moisture from the wind-
shield , Such device shall be so constructed as to
be controlled or operated by the operator of the
vehicle and shall at all times be maintained in
good working order.
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(b) Tire chains of reasonable proportions
may be used on any vehicle when required for
safety because of snow, ice or other conditions
tending to cause a vehicle to skid .

(c) A pneumatic tire may have embedded in
it wire or wire coils for improving traction on ice
and snow, but such tire shall be so constructed
that the per cent of wire or, wire coils in contact
with the roadway does not exceed, after the first
1,000 miles of use or operation, 5 % of the total
tire area in contact with the roadway. During
the first 1,000 miles of use or operation of any
such tire the wife or wit e coils in contact with the
roadway shall not exceed 20% of the total tire
area in contact with the roadway' Tires
equipped with tungsten carbide studs shall be
limited in usage and design : as follows :

1 . The department shall, : by rule, designate
the times of year, during which any type of tire
described in this paragraph may be used .

2,. Such tires may be used onlyy on authorized
emergency vehicles, vehicles used to deliver mail
and automobiles with out-of-state registrations
and then only if such automobile is in the course
of passing throughh this state for a period of not
more than 30 days,

3 . . Such studs shall not project more than one-
eighth inch beyond the tread surface of the tire .

(3) , The authority in charge of maintenance
of the highway in question may, in its discretion,
issue a special permit authorizing operation
upon such highway of a vehicle the operation of
which would otherwise be prohibited under this
section ..

(4) No person shall knowingly operate on
any highway any vehicle on which any tire has
been regrooved of r ecut or offer such tire for sale
of- exchange . This subsection shall not apply to
regcooved or recut commercial vehicle tires
which h are designed and constructed in such a
manner' that regrooving or 'recutting is an ac-
ceptable and safe practice, nor does this subsec-
tion apply to regrooving or recutting done in a
tire recapping process .

Hi story : 1973 c. 338 ; 1977 c . 29 s .1654 (7) (a) .

. 347.46 Fenders and mudguards .. (1) No
person shall operate a vehicle of the tractor type
on a highway unless the driving wheels of such
vehicle are protected by suitable fenders .

(2) No person shall operate on a highway in
intercity movement any privately owned motor
truck or privately owned semitrailer, drawn by a
truck tractor, except those motor trucks and
semitrailers equipped with dump bodies, unless
such motor truck or semitrailer is equipped with
rear fenders or mudguards of such material and
so constructed and placed as to restrict to a
minimum the splashingg of water, mud or, other
material which- may be thrown by the ream

wheels. Such rear fenders or mudguards shall
meet the following minimum specifications :

(a) The fenders or mudguards shall cover the
tire or multiple tit es they are protecting starting
at the top from a line drawn vertically through
the center of the axle and extending rearward
and downward so that the fender or mudguard
under any condition of operation or loading of
the vehicle has a ground clearance of not more
than one third of the horizontal distance from
the center of the rearmost axle to the fender or
mudguard;

(b)_The fenders or mudguards shall be at
least as wide as the tire or multiple tires they are
protecting ;

(c) If the vehicle is so designed and con-
structed that the fear wheels are covered in the
manner specified in pars . (a) and (b) by means
offenders, body construction or other means of
enclosure, : then no special mudguards are te-
quired. Otherwise, the vehicle shall be equipped
with special mudguards to the extent necessary
to meet the requirements of pars . (a) and (b),

347.47 Drawbars, trailer hitches andd mo-
bile home couplings . (1) No person shall
operate a vehicle towing or drawing another
vehicle or vehicles on a,highway if the drawbar
or, other connection between any 2 vehicles
exceeds 12 feet in length .

(2) No person shall operate a motor vehicle
drawing a trailer, semitrailer or, mobile home
upon a highway unless the hitch and coupling
attaching the trailer, semitrailer or mobile home
to the vehicle by which it is drawn is of such
construction as to cause such trailer, semitrailer
or mobile home to follow in direct line with the
propelling vehicle without dangerous side swing
or wobble, The hitch and coupling, the surface
to which they are attached, and the connections,
shall be of sufficient strength to prevent failure
under all conditions of operation, The hitch is
that pact of the connecting mechanism, includ-
ing the coupling platform and its attaching
members or weldments, which is attached to the
towing vehicle, The coupling is that part of the
connecting mechanism,, including the coupling
and its attaching members or weldments, which
is attached to the trailer of mobile home and by
which connection is made to the hitch .. If a
device is used between the trailer proper and the
coupling such as a pole, such device shall also
meet the requirements of this section ..

(3) In addition to the hitch and coupling
specified in sub . (2), every towedd vehicle shall
be coupled to the towing vehicle by means of
:safetyy chains, leveling bars or cables This
requirement does not apply to a semitrailer
having a connecting device composed of a 5th
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347.48 Safety belts. (1) SAFETY BELTS RE-
QUIRED. It is unlawful for any person to buy,
sell, lease, trade or transfer from or to Wisconsin
residents at retail an automobile, which is manu-
factured or assembled commencing with the
1962 models, unless such vehicle is equipped
with safety belts installed for use in the left front
and right front seats thereof, and no such vehicle
shall be operated in this state unless such belts
remain installed .

(2) TYPE AND MANNER OF INSTALLING .. All
such safety belts must be of a type and must be
installed in a manner' approved by the depart-
ment. The department shall establish specifica-
tions and requirements for approved types of
safety belts and attachments thereto . The de-
partment will accept, as approved, all seat belt
installations and the belt and anchor meeting
the society of automotive engineers'
specifications .

(3) MANDATORY USE BY RULE; PROHIBITED,
The department mayy not, by mule, require di-
rectly or indirectly the wearing of safety belts or
shoulder harnesses.

History: 1975 c. 337 ; 1977 c.. 29 s. . 1654 (7) (a),
A statute requiring the wearing of seat belts in motor vehi-

cles would be constitutional, 58 Atty.. Gen.. 241
The seat belt defense--state of the law, Kiichec, 53 MLR

172.
The seat belt defense-the trial lawyer's view .. Bowman,

53 MLR 191 .
Practical defense problems-the expert's view .. Huelke,

53 MLR 203 :
The seat belt as a cause bf' injury. Snyder, 53 MLR 211 . .

347 .485 Protective .e headgear for motor-
cyclists . (1) . (a) No person who holds an
instructional permit under s . .343 :07. (4) or who
is under. 18 years of age may operate or ride

347.487 Seating requirements. No more
than 2 persons shall ride on a motor-driven cycle
during operation, and then only if the vehicle is
equipped and designed with adequate seats and
foot : rests or pegs . Foot rests or pegs shall be
mounted in accordance with manufacturer's
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wheel and kingpin assembly, nor to a pole or pipe
dolly.. The safety chains, leveling bars or cables
shall have only the necessary slack to permit
proper turning and safety chains or cables shall
be so connected to the towed and towing vehicle
to prevent the drawbar from dropping to the
ground if the hitch or coupling disengages . Two
separate lengths of safety chain, leveling bars or
cable shall be required on all trailers and mobile
homes; however, the department may authorize
use of such other appropriate equipment or
methods approved by nationally recognized : or-
ganizations which recommend safety standards
for motor vehicles, after approval of the equip-
ment or methods by the highway committee of
the legislative council.

(4) Trailer, semitrailer and mobile home
couplings and the safety chains , leveling bars or
cables shall be of such minimum strength, de-
sign and type as established by published rulee of
the .department . .

History: 1971 c 88; 197 7 c 29 ss 1654 (7) (e) ..
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upon amotor ' -driven cycle on any highway un-
less the person is wearing protective headgear of
a typee and in the manner approved by the
department . .

(b) No person shall sell or offer for sale any
protective headgear for use by a driver' or pas-
senger on a motor-driven cycle, not meeting the
standards and specifications approved by the
department .

(c) The standards and specifications for pro-
tective headgear referred to in this section shall
be such as to provide a high level of protection at
reasonable cost to the consumer . .

(2) No person shall operate a motor-driven
cycle on any highway unless such person is
wearing eye protection as follows : (a) protective
face shield attached to the headgear, or (b)
glasses or (c) goggles ., If' the vehicle is equipped
with a windshield which rises a minimum of 15
inches above the handlebar, the use of other ' eye
protective devices is not mandatory . . This sub-
section shall nott applyy to persons operating a
motor-driven cycle in a parade sanctioned by the
local municipality..

(3) No person may rent, lease or loan a
motor-driven cycle to another unless he or' she
has ascertained that such party has the required
eye protection and, if " the party holds an instruc-
tional permit under s. 343 .07 (4) or is under 18
years of age, that the party has the required
protective headgear` for operating the cycle .

(4) Every, peison in the motor'-driven cycle
rental business shall have clean, usable protec-
tive headgear for rent in sufficient quantity to
care for the needs of all customers .

History: 1977 0. 29 s 1654 (7) (e); 19'7' 7 c. . 204, 44 7 .
The operators of three-wheeled trucks, automobiles, golf

carts, and other special purpose vehicles such as street sweep-
ers, industrial fork-lift trucks, and motorized wheelbarrows
are not required to have special drivers' licenses or wear crash
helmets and goggles . 58 Atty„ Gen., 17.

347.486 General requirements . (1) It is
illegal to operate a motor-driven cycle where the
handlebars risee more than 15 inches above the
lowest point of top of the driver's seat when the
seat is occupied, . .

(2) It is illegal to operate a motor driven
cyclee with an improvised, defective or repaired
handlebar .

(3) It is illegal to operate a motor-driven
cycle without a functioning muffle r . .



VEHICLE EQUIPMENT SAFETY COMPACT .
ARTICLE I .

FINDINGS AND PURPOSES.. (a) The party
states find that :

(1) Accidents and deaths on their streets and
highways present a very serious human and
economic problem with a major deleterious ef-
fect on the public welfare .

(2) There is a vital need for the development
of greater interjurisdictional co-operation to
achieve the necessary uniformity in the laws,
rules, regulations and codes relating to vehicle
equipment, and to accomplish this by such
means as will minimize the time between the
development of demonstrably and scientifically
sound safety features and their incorporation
into vehicles .

(b) Thee purposes of this compact are to:
(1) Promote uniformity in regulation of and

standards for equipment .
(2) Secure uniformity of law and adminis-

trative practice in vehicular regulation and re
lated safety standards to permit incorporation of
desirable equipment changes in vehicles in the
interest of greater traffic safety .

(3) To provide means for the encouragement
and utilization of research which will facilitate
the achievement of the foregoing purposes, with
due regard for the findings set forth in subd . (a)
of this article .

(c) It is the intent of this compact to empha-
size performance requirements and not to deter-
mine the specific detail of engineering in the
manufacture of vehicles or equipment except to
the extent necessary for the meeting of such
performance requirements,,

ARTICLE II .
DEFINITIONS, As used in this compact:
(a) "Vehicle" means every device in, upon or

by which any person or, property is or may be
transported or drawn upon a highway, excepting
devices moved by human power or, used exclu-
sively upon stationary rails or tracks

(b) "State" meanss a state, territory or pos-
session of the United States, the District of
Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico .

(c) "Equipment" means any part of a vehicle
or any accessory for use thereon which affects
the safety of operation of such vehicle or, the
safety of the occupants .

ARTICLE III .
THE COMMISSION . (a) There is hereby

created an agency of the party statess to be
known as the "Vehicle Equipment Safety
Commission" hereinafter called the
commission . The commission shall be composed
of one commissioner from each party state who
shall be appointed, serve and be subject to

specifications . In the absence of manufacturer's
specifications, foot rests or pegs for the passen-
ger shall be located on the same horizontal plane
as those of the operator.

347 .488 Moped equipment. No person
'may operate a moped unless :

(1) The moped complies with all federal
emission, equipment and safety standards appli-
cable at the time of manufacture ;

( 2) None of the original equipment installed
on the moped by the manufacturer has been
replaced with equipment of lesser performance
characteristics ; and

(3) Thee performance characteristics of the
moped have not been altered so as to enable it to
exceed the maximum design speed authorized
for a moped' under s. 340.01 (29m) .

History : 1977 a, 288.

347 .49 Equipment of vehicles transport -
6eeg flammable liquids. (1) In this section,
"flammable liquid" means any gasoline, naph-
tha, benzine, fuel oil, crude oil, kerosene or other
liquid which hass a flashpoint of 80° R or- less as
determined by a Tagliabue or equivalent closed-
cup test device:

(2) ° No person shall transport in or on any
motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer upon a high-
way any flammable liquid except by tank
mounted on or attached to or structurally a part
of such motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer and
which is plainly marked to show that flammable
liquids are being transported therein .

(3) This section does not apply to transporta-
tion of flammable liquids as freight only by the
consumer from the place of purchase to the
place: of consumption if such liquids are trans-
ported in drums or other containers having a
capacity of not more than 100 gallons each and
if the total amount of such liquids so transported
inany one vehicle or combination of vehicles
does not exceed 500 gallons.

347.50 Penalties. (1) Any person violating
ss:`347r35 to 347:49, excepts'. 347 .415 (1), (2)
-and (3) to (5), may be required to forfeit not
less than $10 nor more than $200 .

(2) Any person violating s . 347 .415 (1), (2)
and (3) to (5) may be required to forfeit not less
than $100 nor more than $500.
History: 1971 c. 278 ; 1 9 75 c. 121,

347 .75 Interstate compact on vehicle
equipment. A compact to be known as the
"Vehicle Equipment Safety Compact" is
hereby ratified and entered into with all other
jurisdictions legally ;joining therein in the form
substantially as follows:
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such additional programs of employe benefits as
may be appropriate,

(g) The commission may borrow, accept or
contractt for the services of personnel from any
party state, the United States, or any subdivision
or agency of the aforementioned governments,
or from any agency of 2 or more of the party
states or their, subdivisions .

(h) The commission may accept for any of its
purposes and functions under this compact any
and all donations, and grants of money, equip-
ment, supplies, materials, andd services, condi-
tional or otherwise, from any state, the . United
States, or any other governmental agency and
may receive, utilize and dispose of the same.

(i) The commission may establish and main-
tain such facilities as may be necessary for the
transactingg of its business . The commission may
acquire, hold andd convey real and personal prop-
erty and any interest therein .

(j) The commission shall adopt bylaws for
the conduct of its business and shall have the
power to amend and rescind these bylaws . Thee
commission shall publish its bylaws in conve-
nient form and shall file a copy thereof and a
copy of any amendment thereto, with the appro-
priate agency or officer in each of the- party
states . The bylaws shall provide for appropriate
notice to the commissioners of all commission
meetings and hearings and the business to be
transacted at such meetings or hearings . Such
notice shall also be given to such agencies or
officers of each party state as the laws of such
party state provides .

(k) The commission annually shall make to
the governor and legislature of each party state a
report covering the activities of the commission
for the preceding year, and embodying such
recommendations as may have been issued by
the commission. The commission mayy make
such additional reports as it deemss desirable .

ARTICLE IV.
RESEARCH AND TESTING. The commission

shall have power to
(a) Collect, correlate, analyze and evaluate

information resulting or derivable from research
and testing activities in equipment .t and related
fields .

(b) Recommend and encourage the under-
taking of research and testing in any aspect of
equipment or related matters when, in its ,judg-
ment, appropriate or sufficient research or test-
ing hass not been undertaken .

(c) Contract for such equipment research
and testing as one or more governmental agen-
cies may agree to have contracted for by the
commission, provided that such governmental
agency or agencies shall make available the
funds necessary for s uch research and testing.

removal in accordance with the laws of the state
which he represents . If authorized by the laws of
his party state, a commissioner may provide for
the discharge of his duties and the performance
of his functions on the commission, either for the
duration of his membership or for any lesser
period , of time, by an alternate . No such
alternate shall be entitled to serve unless
notification of his identity and appointment hass
been given to the commission in such form as the
commission requires. Each commissioner, and
each alternate, when servingg in the place and
stead of a commissioner, shall be entitledd to be
reimbursed by the commission for expenses
actually incurred in attending commission
meetings or while engaged in the business of the
commission.

(b) The commissioners shall be entitled to
one vote each on the commission . No action of
the commission shall be binding unless taken at
a meeting at which a majority of the total
number of votes on the commission are cast in
favor thereof. Action of the commission shall be
only at a meeting at which a majority of the
commissioners, or their alternates, are present .

(c) The commiss ion shall have a seal .
(d) The commission shall elect annually,

from among its members, a .chairman,, a vice
chairman and a treasurer . The commission may
appoint an executive director and fix his duties
and compensation. Such executive director
shall serve at the pleasure of the commission,
and together with the treasurer shall be bonded
in such amount as the commission determines .
The executive director also shall serve as secre-
tary. If there: is no executivee director, the
commission shall elect a secretary in addition to
the other officers provided by this subdivision .

(e) Irrespective of the civil service, personnel
or other merit system laws of any of thee party
states, the executive director with the approval
of the commission, or the commission if there is
no executive director, shall appoint, remove or
discharge such personnel as may be necessary
for the performance of the commission's func-
tions, and shall fix the duties and compensation
of such personnel .

(f) Thee commission may establish and main-
tain independently or in conjunction with any
onee or more of the party , states, a suitable
retirementt system for its full-time employes .
Employes of the commission shall be eligible for
social security coverage in respect of old age and
survivor's :: insurance provided that the commis-
sion takes such steps as may be necessary pursu-
ant to the laws of the United States, to partici-
pate , in , such program of insurance as a
governmental agency or unit . The commission
may establish and maintain or participate in
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a party state shall in accordance with its consti-
tution or procedural laws adopt the rule, regula-
tion or code within 6 months of the sending of
the notice, and, upon such adoption , the rule,
regulation or, code shall have the force and effect
of law therein ,

(g) The appropriate motor ' vehicle agency of
a party state may decline to adopt a rule, regula-
tion or code issued by the commission pursuant
to this article if such agency specifically finds,
after public hearing on due notice, that a varia-
tion from the commission's rule, regulation or
code is necessary to the public safety; and incor-
poiates :in such finding the reasons upon which it
is based . Any such finding shall be subject to
review by such procedure for review of adminis-
trative determinations as may be applicable
pursuant to the laws of the party state Upon
request, the commission shall be furnished with
a copy of the transcript of any hearings held
pursuant to this subdivision .

ARTICLE VI .

FINANCE . (a) The commission shall submit
to the executive head or designated officer or
officers of each party state a budget of its
estimated expenditures for such period as may
be required by the laws of that party state for
presentation to the legislature thereof ,

(b) Each of the commission's budgets of
estimatedd expenditures shall contain specific
recommendations of the amount or amounts to
be appropriated by each of the party states .. The
total amount of appropt iations under any such
budgett shall be apportioned among thee party
states as follows : one-thi r d in equal shares; and
the remainder , in proportion to the number of
motor vehicles registered in each party state . In
determining the number of such registrations,
the commission may employ such sources of
information as , in its judgment present the most
equitable and accurate comparisons among the
party states . Each of the commission's budgets
of estimated expenditures and requests for ap-
propriations shall indicate the sources used in
obtaining information concerning vehicular
registrations .

(c) The commission shall not pledge the
credit. of any party state. The commission may
meet any of its obligations in whole or in part
with funds available to it under article III (h) of
this compact, provided that the commission
takes specific action setting aside such . funds
prior to incurring any obligation to be met in
whole or- in part in such manner . Except where
the commission makes use of funds available to
it under' article III (h) hereof, the commission
shall not incur any obligation prior to the allot-
ment of funds by the party states adequate to
meet the same .

(d) Recommend to the party states changes
in law or' policy with emphasis on uniformity of
laws and administrative rules, regulations oz'
codes which would promote effective govern-
mental action or co-ordination in the prevention
of equipment-related highway accidents or the
mitigation of equipment=related highway safety
problems.

ARTICLE V .

VEHICULAR EQUIPMENT. (a) In the interest
of vehicular and public safety, the commission
may study the need for- or desirability of the
establishment of or changes in performance
requirements or restrictions for any item of
equipment.. As a result of such study, the
commission may publish a report relating to any
item or items of equipment, and the issuance of
such a report shall be a condition precedent to
any proceedings or other action provided or,
authorized by this article. No less than 60 days
after the publication of a report containing the
results of such study, the commission upon due
notice shall hold hearings at such places as it
determines .

(b) Following the hearings provided for in
subd. (a)' of this article, and with due regard for
standards recommended by appropriate profes-
sonal and technical associations and agencies,
the commission may issue rules, regulations or
codes embodying performance requirements ar'
restrictions for any items of equipment covered
in the report, which in the opinion of the com-
missionwill be fair- and equitable and effectuate
the purposes of this compact .

(c) Each party state obligates itself to give
due consideration to any and all rules, regula-
tions and codes issued by the commission and
hereby declares its policy and intent to be the
promotion of uniformity in the laws of the
several party states relating to equipment,

(d) The commission shall send prompt notice
of its action in issuing any rule, regulation or
code pursuant to this article to the appropriate
motor vehicle agency of each party state and
such notice shall contain the complete text of the
rule, regulation or code .

(e) If the constitution of a party state re-
quires, or if its statutes provide, the approval of
the legislature by appropriate resolution or act
may be made a condition precedent to the taking
effect in such party state of any rule, regulation
or code . In such event, the commissioner of such
party state shall submit any commission rule,
regulation or code to the legislature as promptly
as may be in lieu of administrative acceptance or
rejection thereof by the party state :

(f) Except as otherwise specifically provided
in or pursuant to subds.'(e) and (g) of this
article, the appropriate mo tor vehicle agency of
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(d) The commission shall keep accurate ac-
counts of all receipts and disbursements . The
receipts and disbursements of the commission
shall be subject to the audit and accounting
procedures established under its rules. How-
ever, all receipts and disbursements of funds
handled by the commission shall be audited
yearly by a qualified public accountant and the
report of the audit shall be included in and
become part of the annual reports of the
commission.

(e) The accounts of the commission shall be
open at any reasonable time for inspection by
duly constitutedd officers of the party states and
by any persons authorized by the commission .

(f) Nothing contained herein shall be con-
strued to prevent commission compliance with
laws relating to audit or inspection-of accounts
by or on behalf of any governmerif contributing
to the support of the commission„

ARTICLE VII .
CONFLICT OF INTEREST . (a) The commission

shall adopt rules and regulations with respect to
conflict of interest for the commissioners of the
party states, and their alternates, if any, and for
the staff of the commission and contractors with
the commission to the end that no member or
employe or contractor shall haven pecuniary or
other incompatible "interest' in the manufacture,
sale or distribution of motor vehicles or
vehicular equipment or in any facility or
enterprise employed by the commission or on its
behalf for testing, conduct of investigations or
research. In addition to any penalty for
violation of such rules and regulations as may be
applicable under the lawss of the violator's
,jurisdiction of residence, employment or
business, any violation of a commission rule or
regulation adopted pursuant to this article shall
require the immediate discharge of any violating
employe and the immediate vacating of
membership, or relinquishing of status as a
member on the commission by any
commissioner or alternate. In the case of a
contractor, any violation of any such rule or
regulation shall make any contract of the
violator with the commission subject to
cancellation by the commission .

(b) Nothing contained in this article shall be
deemed to prevent a contractor for the commis-
sion from using any facilities subject to his
control in the performance of the contract even
though such facilities are not devoted solely to
work of or done on behalf of the commission ; nor
to prevent such a contractor from receiving the
remuneration or profit from the use of such
facilities .

ARTICLE VIII .
ADVISORY AND TECHNICAL COMMITTEES. The

commission may establish such a dvisory and

347 .76 Vehicle equipment safety com-
mission . (1) The legislature finds that :

(a) The public safety necessitates the contin-
uous development, modernization and imple-
mentation of standards and requirements of law
relating to vehicle equipment, in accordance
with expert knowledge and opinion .

(b) Thee public safety further requires that
such standards and requirements be uniform
from ,jurisdiction to ,jurisdiction, except to the
extent that specific and compelling evidence
supports variation .

(c) The department, acting upon recommen-
dations of the vehicle equipment safety commis-
sion and pursuant to the vehicle equipment
safety compact provides a just, equitable and
orderly means of promoting the public safety in
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technical committees as it deems necessary,
membership on which may include private
citizens and public officials, and may co-operate
with and use the services of any such committees
and the organizations which the members
represent in furthering any of its activities .. .

ARTICLE IX..

ENTRY INTO FORCE AND WITHDRAWAL . (a)
This compact shall enter into force when
enacted into law by any 6 or more states . .
Thereafter, this compact shall become effective
as to any other state upon its enactment thereof .

(b) Any party state may withdraw from this
compact by enacting a statute repealing the
same, but no such withdrawal shall take effect
until one year after the executive head of" the
withdrawing state has given notice in writing of
the withdrawal to the executive heads of all
other party states . No withdrawall shall affect
any liability already incurred by or chargeable
to a party state prior to the time of such
withdrawal .

ARTICLE X .

CONSTRUCTION AND SEVERABIMY, This
compact shall be liberally construed so as to
effectuate the purposes thereof . The provisions
of this compact shall be severable and if any
phrase, clause, sentence or provision of this
compactt is declared to be contrary to the
constitution of any state or of the United States
or the applicability thereof to any government,
agency, person or circumstance is held invalid,
the vali dity of the remainder of'this compact an d
the applicability thereof to any government,
agency, person or circumstance shall not be
affected thereby . . I fthis compact shall be held
contrary to the constitution of any state
participating herein, the compact shall remain
in full force and effect as to the remaining party
states and in full force and effect as to the state
affected as to all severable matter's .,



the manner and within the scope contemplated the government of this state may co-operate
by this act . with and assist the vehicle equipment safety

(2) Pursuant to a rticle V (e) of the vehicle commission within the scope contempl ated by
equipment safety compact, it is provided that no article . III (h) of the compact . The depart-
rule, regulation or code issued by the vehicle ments, agencies and officers of the government
equipment safety commission in accordancee of this state are authorized generally to co-
with article V of the compact shall take effect operate with said commission .
until approved by the legislature . (6) Filing of documents as required by arti-

(3) The commissioner of this state on the cle III ( , j) of the compact shall be with the
vehicle equipment safety commission shall be secretary of state . Any notices required by
the secretary who shall serve during continuance commission bylaws to be given pursuant to
as secretary . The secretary may designate an article III (j) of the compact shall be given to
alternate from among the officers and employes the vehicle equipment safety commissioner of
of the agency to serve on the vehicle equipment this state, his alternate, if any, and the secretary
safety commission . . Subject to the provisions of of state.
the compact and bylaws of the vehicle equip-

(7) Pursuant to article VI (a) of the com-ment safety commission, the authority and re-
sponsibility of such alternate shall be deter- pact, the vehicle, equipment safety commission

mined by the secretary designating such shall submit its budgets to the department of

alternate: administration,The appropriation therefor shall
(4) The state retirement system may make be identifiable as a separate item in the budget

'an agreement with the vehicle equipment safety in which contained .,

commission for, the coverage of said commis- (8) Pursuant to article VI (e) of the com-
sion's employes pursuant to article III (f) of the pact,: the state auditor is authorized to inspect
compact . Such • agreement shall provide for the accounts of the vehicle equipment safety
arrangements similar to those available to the commission .
employes of this state and shall be subject to (9) The term "executive head" as used in
amendment or termination in accordance with article IX (b) of the compact, with reference to
its terms. this state, means the governor .

(5) Within appropriations ava ilable there- History: 1971 c 164 ; 1977 o . 29 s. 1654 ( 7) (a), (c ) ; 19 77
for, the departments, agencies and officers of c . 27s .
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