


























JOURNAL OF THE SEN/\ TE [February 6, 1980] 

IN ASSEMBLY CHAMBER 

IN JOINT CONVENTION 

'The committee to av1ait upon the Governor appeafed with his 
excellency the Governor, \Vho delivered his n1cssagt:; as follows: 

President Risser, Speaker Jacka1nonis, fvien1bers of the Legislature 
and Guests: 

I a1n here, as you kno\v, to br\ng I he 1nessag~ of the Annual 
Review Bill. Let me say at the o~~tsct, l seo the Annual RCview 
essentially as a fine tuning of the bu·dget, which you have already 
passed and which l signed last July. l do not. see iL as a mini-budget, 
and think that that process 1 begun in recC',nt years, is one that is not 
good for state govc-rrnnent. I think it is not essentially a place for new 
initiatives and poli<.:ies. There are, hcnvc;vcr, though, tv10 exceptions 
in here, both fiscal policies, and they will relate to the funding 
mechanism of education for the handicapped and the funding 
mechanism for transportation. 

Those of you \Vho want new progran1s and want to add the1n in 
here are going to be disappointed. 1'11osc of you who want another 
kick at the cat, at the programs \Ve have already talked about, are also 
going to be disappointed, because essentially this is a continuation 
budget. Life is very different economically than it was for this body 
two years ago when you were dealing with a $400 million surplus -- at 
least that was the size they thought it was at that time. 

There have obviously been 1nany changes since then. We have 
had tax reduction, the largest in our history; we've had tax reform. 
And in the first year that we have just concluded in this biennium, we 
have zero growth in income tax collection. I think that is important 
for the working people of the State of Wisconsin. We also introduced 
a tax bill first and a spending bill second. We have cut taxes for the 
poor, for the middle class, for the elderly, and for property owners; 
and those tax cuts are n1.ore massive, I believe, than has been 
recognized across the slate. And today, in 1980, state and local taxes 
as a percentage of personal income, lam pleased to be able to tell you, 
is the lowest it has been since the I 960's. We have kept inflation from 
stealing more taxe,s; we have assured no future surplus; and by the 
end of next year, it will be clear to the working people of this state, 
that the state's ever-increasing relirtnce Qn tl1e incon1e tax has come to 
an end. I think that is a policy that was long overdue, and I 
congratulate you for setting that in n1otion. I-lopefully, now, our 
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