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REGISTRATION OF VEHICLES

the mail properly addressed with postage pre-
paid, or is exempt from registration .

(a) A vehicle may be operated by a private
person after- the date of purchase of such vehicle
by such private person or after the date such
person moved to this state if application for,
registration andd certificate of title has been
made.

(b) All vehicles subject to renewal of regis-
tration may be operated provided that applica-
tion for ieregistration has been made .

(2) Unless application for reregistration has
been made as required by s . 341.32, it is unlaw-
ful for any person to operate or for the owner' to
consent to being operated on any highway of this
state any registered vehicle the construction or
use of which has been changed so as to make the
vehicle subject to a higher fee than the fee at
which it currently is registered or which is
carrying a greater load than that permitted
under thecurrent r 'egistr'ation ..

341 .04 Penalty for operating. : unregis-
tered or improperly registered vehicle. Ex-
cept during a state: of emergency proclaimed
under- ch. 166 :

(1) It is unlawful for any person to operate or
for an owner to consent to being operated on any
highway of this state any motor vehicle, mobile
home, trailer or semitrailer or any other vehicle
for which a registration fee is specifically pre-
scribed unless at the time of operation the vehi-
cle in question either is registered in this state, or
a complete ; application for registration, includ-
ing evidence of inspection under s . . 1.10 ..20 when
required, accompanied by the required fee has
been delivered to the department or deposited in
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(3) (a) Any person who violates sub. . (1) or
(2), where the vehicle used is an automobile,
station wagon, or any other vehicle having a
gross weight of 10,000 pounds or less, may be
required to forfeit not more than $200 . .

(b) Any person who violates sub., (1) or (2),

(12) Is a fork-lift truck, a specially con-
structed road or truck tractor used for shunting
trailers or semitrailers in terminal areas or a
trailer which is used principally off" the highway ;

where the vehicle used is a vehicle not enumer- or,

349 .045 . . Use of registered farm trucks
regulated. A motor truck registered as a farm
truck under s . . 341,26 (3) (a) may be used for
personal and family purposes if the primary use
of that motor truck is for purposes specified in's,
340 . :01 (1$), except that a registered farm truck
may not be used in furtherance of any nonfarm
occupation, trade, profession or other employ-
ment, including commuting to or from the place
of such nonfarm occupation, trade, profession or
employment . This section does not apply to
farmtrucks registered under, s . .341 ..26 . (3)
(am). Any violations of this section are subject
to the penalty prescribed for violations of s .
341,04(2).

History: 1977 c . 29, 418,

341 .05 When vehicles exempt from regis-
tration . A vehicle, even though operated upon a
highway of this state, is exempt from registra-
tion when such vehicle:

(1) . Is operated in accordance with the
provisions relating-to registration of dealers,
d1S1I ' 1b ll10I 'S, manufacturers, t2 '2RSp0I 'teI'S OI' fi-
nance companies; or

(2) ; Is operated in, accordance with the
provisionss exemptingg nonresident or foreign-
registered vehicles from registration; or

(3) Is operated in accordancee with, s,
341 .405

(6) Is operated exclusively upon stationary
rails or tracks or propelled by the use of electric-
ity obtained from overhead trolley structures ; or

(7) Is a farm tractor used exclusively in
agricultural operations, including threshing, or
used exclusively to provide power to drive other
machinery,' or to transport from job to job
machinery driven by such tractor, ; or

(9) :' Is a trailer, or semitrailer' used exclu-
sively for the transportation of farm machinery,
implements, produce 'or, supplies on a farm or
between farms ; or

(11) Is a trailer or semitrailer permanently
equipped with a well-drilling outfit or designed

341.06 Optional registration . ( 1) The de-
partment shall register the following vehicles
upon proper application therefor, and payment
of the required fee even though such vehicles
may be exempt from registration:

(am) A-trailer- or semitrailer or camping
trailer having agross weight of 3,000 pounds or,
less and not used for hire or, rental . The registra-
tion fee charged shall be the same as if the trailer
or semitrailer were robe used for, hire or rental .

(b) `A vehicle owned by a nonresident and
which would be subject to registration if owned
by a c'esident . The registration fee charged shall
be the same as if the vehicle were owned by a
resident
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for moving pea viners and used exclusively for
either of such purposes ; of

ated under par . (a), may be required to forfeit
not more than $500,

(c) In addition to imposing the penalty under
par. (a) or (b), the court shalll order, the of'-
fender to make application for registration or
reregistration ahd to pay the required fee ..

History: 1973 c. 218 ; 1975 c. 351 ; 1977 c . 29 s. 1654 (7)
(a) ; 1977 c 56; 1979 a 274; 197 9 c 361 s . 113

(13m) Is a trailer or semitrailer or, camping
trailer having a gross weight of 3,000 pounds or
less and not used for hire or rental ; of

(14) Is a trailer or semitrailer not operated
in conjunction with a motor vehicle ; or,

(14m) Is a new motor vehicle being operated
only across a highway from point of manufac-
t11T0 . OT' assembly

(15) Is a motor vehicle being towed, except
when the person operating the vehicle supplying
the motive power, is a' transporter he must be
registered as a transporter ; or,

(16) Is a piece of road machinery .
(17) Is an implement of husbandry .
(18) Is a motor truck which is operated upon

a highway only when directly crossing such
highway,

(19) Is a motor vehicle last previously regis-
tered-in another, jurisdiction or a previously
junked motor, vehiclee operated to or from a
location where it is to be inspected by a state or
county traffic officer as required by ss 342 .06
(1) (g) and 342 :07

(20) Is an amphibious motor vehicle capable
of carrying 10 or more passengers when used for
sight-seeingg purposes, registered as a boat with
the department of natural resources and oper-
ated upon a highway for a distance not to exceed
2 miles

(21) Is owned by the United States ..
History: 1971 c . 207; 1973`c . 90 ; 1977 c, 29, 43, 418 ..

341 :055 Snowmobiles. Snowmobiles shall
not be registered under, this chapter, but shall be
registered under, ch . 350 . .

History: 1971 c:"277 .
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department upon forms prescribed by it and
shall be accompanied by the required fee .

(2) Applications for original registration of
a vehicle shall contain the following
information:

(a) The name of the owner .
(b) The name of the town, city or village in

which the owner resides and, if the owner resides
in a city of the first or second ` class, his true
residential or business address .,

(c) A description of the vehicle, including
make, model, identifying number and any other
information which the department may reason-
ably require for proper identification of the
vehicle

(d) The city, village or town in which the
vehicle is kept

(e) Such further information as the depart-
ment may reasonably require to enable it to
determine whether the vehicle is by law entitled
to ` registration or to enable it to determine the
proper registration fee for the vehicle .

(3) The department may accept an applica-
tion and complete registration of a vehicle when
the evidencee of ownership is held by a nonresi-
dent lienholder or foi • other reason is not imme-
diately available and the department is satisfied
as to ownership of ' the vehicle. The title fee shall
be collected at the time of registrationn and
retained even though certificate of title is not
issued.:

(4) Applications for renewal of registration
shall contain the information required in sub .
(2) for original applications or, such parts
thereof as the department deems necessary to
assure the proper registration of the vehicle .
The department may require that applications
for renewal of registration be accompanied by
the certificate of ' t tle issued fo r the vehicle -only
when the true ownership or proper registration
of' the vehicle is in doubt and cannot be r esolved
from records maintained by the department ,.

(4n1) At least 30 days prior to the expiration
of a vehicle's registration, the department shall
mail to the last-known address of the registrant
a notice of the d̀ate upon which the registration
must be renewed and an application form for
renewal of ' iegi'stration,' The application form or
an accompanying document shall include a list
of'any ;judgments for violation ofch . 110,194 or
341 to 350; air administrative rule of the depart-
ment, or an ordinance enacted in accor dance
with s 349.06, including parking violations,
entered- against the registrant which remain
unpaid'.;' The list of unpaid ,judgments shall be
based on information obtained under s . .345 . 4 7
(1) (d) . If there is a judgment entered against
the registrant which is unpaid , he or she shall be

341 .067 Registration of special vehicles .
The department shall register, a specially
designed vehicle which is authorized for opera-
tion by a person holding a special restricted
operator's license under s . 343,135 if the special
vehicle meets the equipment standards estab-
lished under s. .347 :02 (6) .

History: 1979 c 345 ; 1979 c. . 355 s+ 156 .

341 .07 Certain vehicles to be registered
by resident lessee. (1) If a motor truck or
truck tractor, is to be operated in this state under,
authority of a common carrier- certificate or
contract car, riet license issued by the transporta-
tion commission to a resident of this state,
including a Wisconsin corporation, and such
operation is in accordance with a lease of operat-
ing agreement with the owner of'the motor truck
or truck tractor or other person authorized to
enter into such lease or operating agreement, the
certificated or licensed carrier shall register
such motor truck or truck tractor in this state
unless it has been so registeredd by the owner .
This section applies even though the motor truck
or truck tractor is owned by a nonresident .

(2) . If .a motor truck or truckk tractor is
operated by or with the consent of such certifi-
cated or licensed carrier on any highway of this
state when such vehicle is not registered in this
state or when such vehicle is required by s,
341 .04 (2) to be reregistered, such carrier is
subject to the penalty provided in s . 341 . .04 (3) .
The court, in addition to imposing the penalty,
shall order the carrier to make application for
registration or reregistration and to, pay the fee
therefor,

(3) This section does not affect' thee in-
terchange of trailers and semitrailers as autho-
iized by S . 341 .41 (4) .

History:: 1977 c . . 29 s 165 4 (9) (f) .

341 .08 Application for registration . (1)
Application for original registration and for
renewal of registration shall be made to the
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(2) A vehicle registered under authority of
this section is not on that account exempt from
any property tax which would be payable in the
absence of such registration .

History: 1977 c . 29 ss„ 1413, 1654 (7) (a) ; 1977 c . 418 ..

341 .065 Alternative registration ' for cer-
t ain vehicles. In lieu of registration as a school
bus and payment of the fee under, s 341 .26 (2)
(d), a motor vehicle described ins . 340 .01 (56)
(b) 4 of 5 and operated in compliance with s .
346.97 may be registered under s . 341 .26 (2
(n) .

History: 1 979 c 221 .
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service of the United States or, its allies and upon
satisfactory proof' of'the active military status of
the applicant and of being granted a furlough
the department shall issue to the applicant with-
out charge a temporary operation permit which
authorizes the applicant to operate any vehicle
owned or designated by the applicant without
registration of the vehicle. The permit is valid
only while the applicant is on furlough and for a
period not to exceed 30 days .

(4) Upon receipt of an application and a fee
of $5, the department shall register a vehicle
purchased in this state by a nonresident for a
period not to exceed 30 days ..

History : 1975 c 32, 351 ; 1977 c .. 29 s . 1654 (7) (a), (e) ;
1977 c . 273

341. 10 Grounds for refusing registration.
The department shall refuse registration of a
vehicle under the following circumstances :

(1) The required state fee and any municipal
vehicle registration fee imposed by the town,
village or city in which the vehicle is customarily
kept has not been paid for the specific vehicle,
and the department may refuse registration of 'a
vehicle if'such fees for the current period or for
any previous period for which payment of a
registration fee is r'equir'ed by law have not been
paid on any other vehicles owned or leased by
the applicant for registration ; or

(2) The applicant has failed to furnish the
information or documents required by-law or by
the departmentt pursuant to authority of law ; or

(3) A certificate of title is a prerequisite to
registration of the vehicle and the applicant does
not't hold ,a valid certificate of` title and is not
entitled to the issuance of a certificate of title ; or

(4) The applicant has had his registration
suspended or, revoked and such suspension or
revocation still is in effect ; or

(5) The vehicle is exempt from registration
under' this chapter and voluntary registration of
the vehicle is not expressly authorized,,

(6) The vehicle is originally designed and
manufactured for off-highway operation unless
the vehiclee meets the provisions of s . . 114 of the
national traffic and motor vehicle safety act of
1966, as amended, except as otherwise autho-
rized' by the statutes .

(7) A court has notified the department
under s, .345.47 (1) (d) that a judgment has
been entered against the applicant and the,judg-
ment `remains unpaid :
NOTE: Chapter 34, laws of 1 979, created (7), effective Jul y

1 , 198E
(8) The vehicle is not eligible for registration

under, s. 14442 (6) .
(9) During calendar 1982, the vehicle is

required lobe inspected under s . 110 .20 (6) and
has not been inspected .

notified that the vehicle may not be registered
until the judgment is paid.
NOTE: Chapter 34, laws of 1 9 79, created (4m), effective

July 1, 1981
.

(5) The department shall supply, the several
county clerks with blank application forms for -
original registration of vehicles,

(6) Tf'the applicant for, a certificate of i•egis-
tiation is under, 18 years of age, the application
shall be accompanied by a statement made and
signed by either of the applicant's parents, if
such parent has custody of the minor; or if
neither parent has custody, then by the person
having custody, stating that the applicant has
the signer's consent to register the vehicle in the
applicant's name . . The signature on the state-
ment shall not impute any liability for the negli-
gence or' misconduct of the applicant while
operating such motor vehicle on the highways .
Any person who violates this section may be
required to forfeit not more than $200 .

History: 19711 c 164 ;197 .3 c. 218 ; 1975 c 94 ; 1971 c . 29 ss.
1414, 1654 (7) (a) ;` 1979 c .34 .

341 .085 Registration of ambulances. (1)
The department shall inspect all ambulances
prior to issuing an original or, renewall registra-
tion to determine that the vehicles meet require-
ments specified by law or, administrative rule as
to specifications, medical equipment, supplies
and sanitation:

(2) The department may adopt rules neces-
sary for administration of this section and pre-
scribe ambulance service equipment and stan-
dards therefor', except that any ambulance
which does not conform to rules adopted by the
department may be usedd until December 30,
1979,
History: 1977 c 29

341 .09 . Temporary operation permits ,. ( 1)
The department may issue a temporary opera-
tion permit for an unregistered vehicle under
any of the circumstances set forthh in this section . .
Such permits shall contain the date of expiration
and sufficient information to identify the vehicle
for which and the person to whom it is issued . .

(2) Upon request therefor, by a person who
has made application for registration and paid
the t•egistiation fee,: the department shall issue
without charge a temporary operation permitt if'
it appears that the person would otherwise be
unable to lawfully operate the vehicle pending
receipt of the registration plates ;,

(2m) A receipt issued under s .. .342 ;16 (1) by
a dealer licensed in this state shall constitute a
permit, under this section if it complies with the
requirements of this section .:

(3) Upon application therefor to the depart-
ment by a person engaged in the active military
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(10) After December 31, 1;982, the vehicle is
required to be inspected under s . 110.20 (6)
and:

(a) The vehicle has not been inspected; or
(b) The most recent inspection of the vehicle

under s 11020 indicates noncompliancee with
one or more applicable emissions. limitations
unless the department has issued a temporary
waiver certificate under s 110 . 20 (10) (b) or a
waiver of compliance under s, 110 .20 (13),

History : 1973c, 131 ; 1975c ' .. 32 ;1977 a 29s . 1654 ('1) (a) ;
1 979 c 34; 1979 c .. 274

341 .11 Contents, issuance and display of
certificatee of registration ; issuance of du-
plicate certificate . (1) Except as provided in
sub, (2) the department upon registering a
vehicle shall issue and deliver to the owner, a
certificate of registration The certificate e shall
contain the name, residence and address of the
owner, a brief description' of" the vehicle, the
registration number assigned and the date of
expiration of registration The certificate shall
be in such form and may contain such additional
information as the department deems advisable

(2) Whenever, a certificate of registration is
issued upon registration of a motor truck or
truck tractor by a certificated or licensed carrier
in accordance with s . 341,07, the certificate
shall show that the vehicle is registered in the
name of :, owner,, ;lessee ; and shall be deliv-
ered to the applicant :

(3) The department shall issue a duplicate
certificate of registration upon application
therefor by any person in whose name the vehi-
cle is registered and upon 'payment of a fee of $2 .

(4) In the case of dual purpose motor homes,
motor trucks, motor' busses, truck tractors and
road tractors, the certificate of registration shall
be displayed in a prominent place in the driver's
compartment of the vehicle Yo which the certfi-
rate refers . Any person who operates and any
person in whose name the vehicle is registered
who consents to the operation of any such vehi-
cle without the certificate of registration being
so displayed may be required to forfeit not more
than $200.

Hi story: 1971 c 164 s83; 1971 c 278 ; 1975 c 39, 136 ;
1977 c 29 s 1654 (7) (a)

341 .12 Design, procurement and issu -
ance of registration plates . (1) The depart-
ment upon registering a vehicle pursuant to s ..
.341 .25 0r341 341,30 shall issue and deliver prepaid
to the applicant 2 registration, plates for an
automobile, motor, ttruck, motor bus, school bus,
self-propelled mobile home or dual purpose mo-
tor home and one plate for other vehicles, The
;department upon-registering a vehicle pursuant
to any other. section shall issue one plate unless

the department-determines that 2 plates will
better' serve the interests of law enforcement .

(2) The department, shall purchase plates
from the. Waupun correctional institution unless
otherwise approved by the governor', Subject to
any specific requirements which may be im-
posed by ,statute, : the department shalll deter-
mine the size, color and design of registration
plates with a vieww toward making them visible
evidence of the period for which the vehicle is
registered andd the fee class into which the vehi-
cle falls.as well as making them a i eady means of
identifying. . the specific vehicle or owner for
which the. plates were issued .

(3) All registration plates shall have dis-
played upon them the following :

(a) The registration number or letters as-
signed to the vehicle or owner, .

(b) The name "Wisconsin" of abbreviation
"Wis"

(c) An indication of the period for which the
specific plate is issuedd or the date of expiration
of registration,

(4) (a) All registration plates issued under s,
34125 (1) (a) and for motor trucks having a
gross weight of not more than 8,000 pounds shalll
be treated with a reflectorized material or sub-
stance, The department shall prescribe the term
for the use of'd reflectorized plates

(b) The department, in conjunction with the
department of health and social services and the
department of administration, shall establish
the specifications for the'reflectorize"d material
and invite bids for supplying reflectorized mate-
rial. The department of administration shall
establish a date for the opening of such bids and
shall award the contract for supplying reflector-
ized material to the lowest responsible bidder ..
The specifications shall be drawn up for each
base plate year,
History : 1971 c, 164 ss 71, 83 ; 1975 c .. 136; 1977 c. 29 ss,

1415, 1654 (7) (a) ; 1977 c . . 418 s 924. (18) (a) ; 1979 c 34 .

341 .13 Additional specifications - for de-
sign of certain plates. (1) In addition to the
matters specified in s 341,12 (3), registration
plates-for automobiles registered pursuant to the
monthly series's system shall comply with the
following specifications :

(a) The words "America's Dairyland" shall
be displayedacross either- thee lower or upper
portion of the plate at the discretion of the
secretary,

(b), A 3-letter abbreviation for the month of'
registration and the year of registration shall be
displayed in symbols not less than three-fourths
inch high .

(c) Die registration number, including the
prefix which may consist of one or more letter's,
shall be located prominently in the center of the
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346 .. 50 (2), No charge in addition to the
registration fee shall be made for the issuance of
such plates .

(1a) Whenevei any resident of this state,
who is registeringg or has registered an automo-
bile or motor home, submits a statement from a
physician duly licensed to practice medicine in
this state certifying to the department that the
resident is disabled by paraplegia, amputation
of leg; foot or both hands or if he or she is
disabled by loss of use of a leg, foot or both
hands, minimum faulty vision of 20/200 or
other condition certified to by a physician duly
licensed to practice medicine in this state result-
ing in an equal degree of disability (specifying
the particular condition) so as not to be able to
get about without great difficulty, the depart-
ment shall procure, issue and deliver to the
disabled person, plates of 'a special design in lieu
of plates which ordinarily would be issued fo r
the vehicle:, The plates shall be so designed as to
readily apprise law enforcement officers of the
fact that the vehicle is owned by a nonveteran
disabled person .: and .d is entitled to, the parking
privileges specified in s : 346 .50 (2a), No charge
in addition to the registration fee shall be made
for the issuance of such plates :

(1m) If any licensed driver submits to the
department a statement from a physician duly
licensed to practice medicine certifying that
another person who is regularly dependent on
the licensed driver for, transportation is disabled
by paraplegia, amputation of leg; foot or both
hands, or by loss of' use of a leg, foot or both
hands, minimum faulty vision of 20 /200 or
otherr condition resulting in an equal degree of
d isability (specifying thee particular condition)
so as not to be able to get about without great
difficulty, the department shall issue and deliver
to the licensed driver plates of a special design in
lieu of' the plates which ordinarily would be
issued for the automobile or motor home . . The
plates shall be so designed as to readily apprise
law enforcement officers of thee fact thatt thee
automobile or- motor home is operated ,d by a
licensed driver on whom a disabled person is
regularly dependent and is entitled to the park-
ing privileges specified in s . .346.50 (2a) . No
charge in addition to the registration fee may be
made for the issuance of the plates The plates
shall conform to the plates required in sub. (I a),,

(1q) If any employer who provides an auto-
mobile `or, mmotor home, whether owned or leased
by the employer, for an employe's use submits to
the department a statement from a physician
duly licensed to practice medicine - certifying
that the employe is disabled by paraplegia,
amputation of leg, foot or both hands or by loss
of use of a leg, foot or both hands, minimum

plate and shall be at least 3 inches high and of' a
clearly distinguishable design .

(2) In addition to the matter specified in s ..
341 .12 (3), the registration plates f 'or a vehicle
registered on the basis of gross weight except a
motor truck registered under s. .341 . : 145 (1)
(a), a dual purpose motor home, or a motor
home registered under, s . :341 . 14 (1), (la),
(lm) or (lq) shall indicate the weight class into
which the vehicle falls in a manner prescribed by
the department , ; The gross weight which deter-
mines ; the, registration feel ' for a motor truck
registered under s. 341.145 (1) (a), a dual
purpose motor home, or a motor home regis-
tered= under s. 341 .14(1),(la), (lm) or (lq)
shall beshown on its certificate of'registi,ation,

(3) In lieu ` of issuing new plates upon each
renewal of registration of a vehicle, the depart-
ment may issuee an insert tag, decal or other
identification to indicate the period of registra-
tion Such tags, decals or other identification
are to be provided by the department and used
only to the extent that outstanding plates are in
suitable condition for further usage ,

(4) A specially designed vehicle which is
authorized for operation under "'s : 343 ; 135 (2)
(a) 2 shall bear a tag, decal or other identifica-
tion issued by the department to indicate that
the vehicle may be subject to special equipment
standards under s 347 . 02 (6) and that the
vehicle may be operated only by a person autho-
rized to do so under s :: .343 : 1 .35 (2) (b),

History: 1915 c 136, 200 ; : 19 ' 77 c 29 ss ' 1416, 1654 (7) ;
1977 c 418 ; 1979 c 345 . .'

341.14 Application for and issuance of
special plates. . The department shall issue
special plates as specified in this section unde r
the following circumstances:

(1) Whenever . any resident of this state who
is registering or has registered an automobile or
motor home submits a statement from the U .S ,
veterans administration certifying to the depart-
ment that the resident is, by reason' of injuries
sustained while in the active U ,S , military ser-
vice, disabled by paraplegia, amputation of leg,
foot, both hands or if he or she is disabled by losss
of use of a leg, foot , of both hands, minimum
faulty vision of 20/200 or''other condition certi-
fied to by the veterans Administration resulting
in an equal degree of disability (specifying the
particular condition) so as not to be able to get
about without great difficulty, the department
shall procure, issue and deliver to the veteran,
plates of a special design in lieu of the plates
which ordinarily would be issued for the vehicle .
The plates shall be so designed as to readily
apprise law enforcement officers of the fact that
the vehicle is owned by a' dsabled veteran and is
entitled to the parking privileges' specified in s .
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faulty vision of 20/200 or other condition . result-
ing in an equal degree of disability (specifying
the particular condition) so as not to be able to
get about without great difficulty, the depart-
ment shall issue and deliver to such employer
plates of a special design in lieu of' the plates
which ordinarily would be issued for the auto-
mobile`or motor home : The plates shall be so
designed as `tio readily apprise law enforcement
officers of the factthat the automobile or motor
home is `operated by a disabled person and is
entitled to the parking pr ivileges specified in s..
346 :50 (2a) „ No charge in addition to the
registration fee may be made for the issuance of
the plates .: The plates shall conform to the plates
required in sub (1a)

(2) Upon compliance with the laws relating
to registration of automobiles and station wag-
ons, including payment of the prescribed fee
under s . 34115 (1) , (a) plus an additional fee of
$ 101 when license plates are issued accompanied
by ` an application showing satisfactory proof '
that the applicant is the holder of an unexpired
amateur: radio station license issued by the fed-
eral ' communications : commission, the depart-
ment shall issue registrationn plates on which in
lieu of.. the usual registration number:, shall be
inscribed in large legible form the call letters of
such applicant as assigned by the federal. com-
munications commission : The fee for- reissuance
of a plate under this subsection shall be $10 .

(2m) Upon compliance with laws relating to
registration of motor vehicles, including pay-
merit ofthe prescribed fee, and an additional fee
of $5 when the original or new registration
plates are issuedand accompanied by an appli-
cation showing satisfactory proof that the appli-
cant has a collector's identification number as
provided in 6 .341,266 .(2) (a), the department
shall issue registration plates on which,, in lieu of
the usual registration number, shall be inscribed
the collector's identification number ;issued
under' s, ,341 .2.66 (2) (a), The word "COL-
LECTOR" shallbe inscribed across the lower or
upper portion of the plate at the discretion of the
department . Additional registrations under this
subsection by the same collector , shall bear the
same collector's identification number followed
by a,suffix letter for vehicle identification, Reg-
istration plates issuedd under this section shall
expire annually on May 31

(3) Upon request therefor by the state or a
county or municipality or federally recognized
Indian tribe o f band which is registering a
vehicle owned by itand to be used in law
enforcement work or - for operation tinder, s . .
20.916 ' (7), the department shall issue the same
type of registration plate as it would issue -for a
privately owned vehicle of the same type in lieu

341 :145 Personalized license , plates. (1)
(a) In this section, "personalized license plate"
means a registration plate for an owned automo-
bile, station wagon or a motor truck which has a
gross weight of not more than 6,000 pounds,
which displays a registc~ation number composed
of letterss or, numbers, or both, requestedd by the
applicant Personalized license plates shall be of
the same color and design as regular license
plates and shall consist of numbers or letters, or
any combination thereof, not exceeding 6 posi-
tions and not less than 2 positions .

(b) In lieu of the procedure under s . 34'1 .13
(2) the department may issue distinguishing
tags or decals for personalized license plates for
a vehicle registered on the basis of gross weight .
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of' the type of plate it ordinarily would issue for a
vehicle owned by the state or, by a county or
municipality or Indian tribee or band . This
subsection does not affect the registration fee to
be charged .

(4) For antique motor vehicles as specified in
s . 341 . . 265 .

(4m) For special interest vehicles as speci-
fied in 6 . .341 . 266 , .

(4r) For reconstructed and homemade vehi-
cles as specified in s ., .341268 .

(5) Upon application by any person awarded
the congressional medal of honor and submis-
sion of" proper proof thereof, the department
shall issue : special platess so designed- as to indi-
cate>sueh award . No charge whatever shall be
made for the issuance of ' such plates . .

(6) Upon application to register an automo-
bile or station wagon by any person who was a
member : of any of the U . S . armed servicess and
who:: was held as a prisoner of war during any of
the conflict s described in s.. 45 .35 (5) (b) to
(g), and upon submission of a statementt from
the US . veterans administration certifying that
the person was a prisoner of war during one of
the conflicts described ; in s. 45 .35 (5) (b ): to
(g), the department shall issue to the person a
special plate which is colored red, white and blue
and which has thee words "ex-prisoner of war "
placed on the plate in the manner designated by
the department . An additional fee of $10 shall
be charged for the issuance of the plates : Regis-
tration plates issued under, this subsection shall
expire annually on August 31 ,

History : 19'71,c , 164 s. 83; 1971 c . 299; 197 5 c .. 384, 417 ;
1977 c . 16 ; 1977a 2966 . 1417, 1418, 1654 (7) (a), (e) ; 1977
a 43; 183, 292, 418, 447; 1979 c . 236. .

Legislative, Council Note, 1977 : Sub. (3) is amended to
enable a federally recognized Indian tribe or band to obtain
registration plates for vehicles used by the tribe or band in law
enforcement work These plates are to be of the same type as
would normally be issued for use on a p r ivately owned vehicle
but the registration fees charged would be the same as pro-
vided for plates issued under section 341 26 (2m), relating to
special registration fees for vehicles owned by the state or by a
county or municipality;, [Bill 850-A]
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(2) The department shall issue personalized
license plates only upon request and if .

(a) The request and alternative thereto is
received by the department in writing by mail by
the 15th day of the month in which the vehicle is
to be registe red ;

(b) The request is accompanied by the proper
fee, an application for original or renewal° vehi-
cle registration and the proper registration fee;

(c) The requested combination of numbers or
letters has not already been issued

(3) In addition to the regular application fee
provided under s ; .341 . 25 (1) (a) or (b) or (2),
the applicant for a personali zed license plate
shall pay a fee of $10 for the issuance of the plate
and $l0 in each succeeding year to maintain the
plate . The fee for reissuance of 'a personalized
plate shall be $10 .,

(4) Each personalized license plate issued
shall be reserved for the recipient in succeeding
registration periods and shall not be duplicated
for- issuance to any other person during such
registration periods . . ' If the individual does not
specifically request reissuance of the personal-

"' zed license plate by the end of the month in
which the plate expires,, in a < succeeding plate
issuance year, the department may issue the
personalized license plate to another applicant;
License plate numbers issued as special numbers
prior to January 1, 1979 will be reserved , for
issuance as personalized license plates in, the
same manner as prescribed for personalized
plates in this section

(5) If an individual inn possession of a person-
alized license plate does not maintain the per
sonalized license plate under, sub .; (3) during a
year which is not a - plate issuance year, the
individual shalL

(a ) Dispose,of the personalized plate in a
manner prescribed by the department ;

(b) In addition to the regular appl ication fee,
pay a $4 fee for the issuance of

.replacement

plates ; and
(c) Return the certificate, of title to the

department for correction .
< (6) Any license plate issued sequentially ; too

an applicant for original or renewal registration
shall not be available for issuance as a personal-
ized license plate until the succeeding plate issue
year

(7) The, department may refuse to issue any
combination of letters ors` numbers, or both,
which mayy carry connotations offensive to goodd
taste or decency, or which would be misleading,
or in conflict with the issuance - of any other
license plates . All decisions of the department
with respect to personalized license plate appli-
cations shall be final and not subject to judicial
review under ch :. 227 , .

( 8) The department may cancel and order
the return of any personalized license plates
issued which : contain any combination of letters
or numbers, or, both ;, which the department
determines, may carry connotations offensive to
good taste and decency or whichh may be mis-
leading, . Any personn ordered to return such
plates shall either be reimbursed for any addi-
tional fees they paid for the plates for the
registration year, in which they are recalled, or
be given at no additional cost replacement per-
sonalized license plates, the issuance of which is
in compliancee with the statutes . A, person who
fails to return personalized license plates upon
request of the department may be required to
forfeit not more than $200 .

History: 1971 c . 164 s . 83 ; 1977 c. 29 ss 1419, 1654 (7)
(a) ; 1977 c, 129, 418

341 . 15 Display of registration plates . (1)
Whenever 2 registration plates are issued for a
vehicle, one such plate shall be attached to the
front and one to the rear of the vehicle . When-
ever only oriee registration plate is issued, the
plate shall be attached to,the front, if' the vehicle
is a truck tractor or road tractor; otherwise, it
shall be attached to the rear

(2) Registration plates shall be attached
firmly and rigidly in a horizontal position and
conspicuous place .. The plates shall at alll times
be maintained in 'a legible condition and shall be
so displayed that they can be readily and dis-
tinctly seen and read . Anyy peace officer may
require.e the operator of any vehicle on which
plates are not properly displayed to display such
plates as required by this section .

(3) Any of the following may be required to
forfeit not more than $200 :,

(a) A person who operates : a vehicle f'or,
which current registration plate or insert tag has
been, issued without such plate or tag being
attached to the vehicle, except when such vehicle
is being operated pursuant to a temporary oper-
ation permit ;

(b) A person who operates a vehicle with a
registration plate attached in anon-rigid . or non-
horizontal manner or in an inconspicuous place
so as to make it difficult to see and read the
plate ;

(c) A person who operates a vehicle with a
registration plate in an illegible condition due to
the accumulation of dirt or other, foreign matter ..

History. : 1971 c . 278

341 .16 Issuance of duplicate plate. (1)
Whenever a current registration' : plate is lost or
destroyed, the owner of the vehicle to which the
plate was attached shall immediately apply to
the department for replacement . Upon satisfac-
tory proof of the loss or destruction of the plate

341.145 REGISTRATION OF VEHICLES 3722
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and upon payment of a fee of $2 for each plate, thee registration plate letters assigned to each
such owner . The list shall be arranged alphabet-the department shall

(2) Whenever a current re istration late ically according to the names of the owner's ..
issue a replacement.

the
for replacement,

satisfactory
for each

illegible

Judgment

appli-
cant shall destroy plates

(
the s
(3) may required

manufac-
turer's

1977History :
(a) ; 7

e341.17 .

m

of' each
,

may be included
Such

the month

shall,include the listing of the

,

,

r
l registra-t

tions made under, the

g P
becomes illegible, the owner of the vehicle to The department

plate is attached shall apply to thewhich-
Upon receipt ofdepartment a

proof of illegibility, and upon pay- county
plate; the depart-ment of a fee of $2

ment shall issue a replacement . Upon receipt of
a replacement plate, the applicant shall destroy

plate .the ,
(3) When issuing a replacement plate, the

department may assign a new number and issue
a new plate rather than a duplicate of the

that is in the bestoriginal if' in its
interests of economy or prevention of fraud .. law
Upon receipt of a replacement plate, the

replaced .all
4) Any person issued replacement plates

who fails to destroy original plates . as re-
tobequired by sub (2) or

forfeit not more than $200 .
(5) This section does not apply to plates

issued pursuant to the law pertaining to the
registration of dealers, distributors,

of transporters:.
c . 29 ss. 1421,1971 c. 278 ; 1975 c. . 39, .199;

1654 (7) 197 c 2'73.

and pub-Department to compile
lish registration l ists. (1) At the close of each
month, the department shall compile and pro-
duce in book form a list of registrations made
during that month pursuant . to the monthly
series system of registering automobiles . Such
list shall give the name and address
registrant, the registration `number assigned,
and such-other identifying information as the
department deems necessary . .

(2) The department shall compile a list by
counties of new automobile and motor truck
registrations, Registrations for other new vehi-

if deemed necessary by thecles
department lists shall be compiled at such

as is deemed neces-intervals during
sary,by the department but the final list com-
piled each month
last day of the month .. Such list shall contain
only those vehicles being registered for the first
time after sale by a dealer,, . Such list shall
contain the name and address of the owner, the
make, body type, identification number of the
vehicle; the dealer license number, if such dealer
is registered in this state, and the date of sale . . , .

(3. ) ; Prior to January 1 of each year the
shall compile a list of alldepartment

law relating to operators of
mobile amateur radio stations .. Such list shall
contain the name and address of each owner and

shall make the follow-(4)
ing free distribution of registration lists com-
piled as provided in this section :

clerk making request(a) To each
therefor, one copy of each monthly . automobile
registration list , .

(b) To each county clerk making request
one copy of each daily new automobiletherefor,

and motor truck registration list „
(c) To the sheriff of each county, one copy of

each monthly automobile registration list and
one copy of each list of registrations made under

relating to ' operators of mobile amateurthe
radio stations . .

request

o

receiving
l keep .uchfree

s current

$120 per

computing the
motor-the

fairly

department

from time to
thee

lists such

-
previously

fee
for

654 7 (77 c 2 42History: 7 64

(d) To each chief of police, one copy of each
monthly automobile registration list ..

(e) To each village clerk making
therefor, one copy of each monthly automobile
registration list.

pies of(g) To the department of revenue, c
each monthly automobile registration list as
requested ,

(5) Public of'f 'icers and agencies
copies of registration lists shall

and open to public inspection ,lists
(6) The department shall sell subscriptions

to the monthly automobile registration lists at
year Other registrationnot more than

information may be sold by the department . . In
charge to be made for subscrip-

trucknew automobile andtions to
registration . lists, the department shall deter-
mine the cost of compiling such lists and shall

apportion the major share of such costs
among the subscribers .

may suspend the compi-(7) The
lation and distribution of the monthly automo-
bile registration list during the period ' of na-
tional war emergency and while new
registration numbers are not being issued annu-
ally, but shall continue to transmit

persons designated by this section tototime
receive free copies of the monthly
additions to of changes in the monthly lists
issued during the year preceding suspension as
are caused by 'the registration of vehicles not
previously registered in the state or by the

vehi-issuance of new registration numbers for '
registeredcles

of not(8) The department shall charge a
conducting ' a ' file search 'ofless than $2

vehicle registration records ,`
( )2, i a) ,9 ss. ii c i ; i 9i 9

(e); 1977 c., 273 ;1979 c 221 ,
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(g) For each trailer or semitrailer designed to
be hauled by a motor vehicle other than a truck
tractor and not coming within the provisions of
par. (fm), (gd) or, (ge), a fee which is equal to
the fee prescribed for a motor truck of the same
maximum gross weight . The maximum gross
weightt shall be determined in the same manner
as for a motor truck..

(gd) Forr each trailer or semitrailer, or, camp-
ing trailer having aa gross weight of 3,000 pounds
or less and used for hire or rental, a fee which is
one-half' of' the fee prescribed for a motor truck
of the same maximum gross weight . . The maxi-
mum gross weight shall be determined in the
same manner as for, a motor truck,

(ge) For each trailer- or semitrailer having a
gross weight of' moce than 3,000 pounds but not
more than 12,0000 pounds designed to be hauled
by a motor vehicle Other than a truck tractor and
not coming Within the provisions of par.. (fm), a
fee which is one-half of the fee prescribed force
motor truckof the same maximum gross weight . .
The maximum gross weight shall be determined
in the same manner as for a motor truck . .

(gg) For each camping trailer having a gross
weight of more than 3,000 pounds, an annual fee
equal to the fee prescribed for a mobile home
having the same length .

(gm) 1 . Each trailer or temporary undercar-
riage towed by a motor vehicle registered pursu-
ant to sub, (2) and used solely for transporting a
modular housing unit or other portable building
used or intended to be used for human occu-
pancy may be operated on the highways of this
state without such trailer or temporary under-
carriage being registe r ed if it has displayed upon
it a valid' registration plate issued under this
section ..

2 Any person may apply to the department
for registration as a transporter' under this para-
graph on such form as the department provides .
If the department determines that the person is
entitled to be registered, the department shall
register the person upon payment of the same
feee as prescribed in par . (g), based on the
maximum combined gross weight of the build-
ing and trailer or temporary undercarriage upon
which the plate is displayed , : The registration
andd plate are valid only during the calendar year
in which they were issued and shall be subject to
s 341,30 (1) (c) . Such plate may be used on
any trailer, or temporary undercarriage owned
by the same person and used solely for transport-
ing a modular housing unit or other portable
building as referred to above and the return of
empty trailers or tempor ary undercarriages..

(h) For, each motor bus a fee to be deter-
mined in accordance with sub . (2) on the basis
of the maximum gross weight of the vehicle .
The maximum gross weight shall be determined

341.25 Annual registration fees. (1) Un-
less a different fee is prescribedfor a particular
vehicle by s . .341 26, the following registration
fees shall be paid to the department for the
annual' registration of each motor vehicle, mo-
bile home, trailer or semitrailer not exempted by
s.. 341 ::05 from registration in this state :

(a) For each automobile or station wagon, a
fee of $18, except that an automobile registered
in this state prior to September 1, 1947, at'a fee
of less than $18 shall be registered at such lesser
fee plus an additional fee of $2,

(b) For, each motor, vehicle with a shipping
weight of 1,000 pounds or less which is designed
primarily for the transportation of persons
rather than property, a fee of $5 . In addition, for
each vehicle of this type other, than a moped a
fixed fee of $2 which shall be deposited in the
conservation fund

(c) For each motor truck of-dual purpose
motor home, a feee to be determined in accord-
ance with sub. (2) on the basis of the maximum
gross weight of the vehicle . Maximum gross
weight shall be determined by adding together
the weight in pounds of the vehicle when
equipped to carry a' load as a motor truck and
the maximum load in pounds which the appli-
cant proposes to carry on the vehicle when used

as a motor, truck,, (d) For each road tractor, a fee to be deter-
mined in accordance with sub. . (2) on the basis
of the maximum gross weight of the vehicle

(e) For each truck tractor, a fee to be deter-
mined in accordance with sub, (2) on the basis
of the maximum combined gross weight of such
truckk tractor and any trailer, and semitrailer
which the applicant proposess to combine with
such truck tractor. The maximum combined
gross weight shall in every casee be determined
by adding together the weight in pounds of the
combination of vehicles when equipped to carry
a load and the maximum load in pounds which
the applicant proposes to carry on the combina-
tions of vehicles

(f) For each semitrailer operated in connec-
tion with a truck tractor,,,a fee of $5 . In lieu of
the $5 annual fee required under, this paragraph,
the registrant, at the registrant's option, may
pay a 5-;year registration fee of $25

(fm) For each semitrailer hauled by a motor
truck and used with a device which converts the
semitrailer to a trailer ; a .fee of $5 plus such
semitrailer andd motor, truck combination shall
be licensed and pay the fee under par . (e) In
lieu of the annual fee required under this para-
graph, the registrant may, at the registrant's
option, pay a 5-year registration fee of $25,

341 .25 REGISTRATION OF VEHICLES
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by adding together the weight in pounds of the
vehicle when equipped ready to carry passengers
and the total passenger weight capacity in
pounds „ The total passenger weight capacity in
pounds shall be deter mined by dividing by 20 the
total length in inches of seating space in or on
the vehicle, including the driver's seat, and mul-
tiplying this result by 150 .

(i) For each mobile home 25 feet or less in
length, a fee of $12 ; for each mobile home more
than 25 feet in length, a fee of $18 .

(j) For each motor home , including any
vehicle which is converted to be used as a motor
home,, an annual fee based on gross weight, as
follows :
Gross weight Annual

341 .255 Registration certificate special
handl ing. The department shall charge a fee to
be established by rule for processing applica-
tions for registration which have a special han-
dling request for fast service ;. The fee shall
approximate the cost to the department for
providing this special handling service to persons
so requesting .

History: 1975c ',39; 1977 c. 29s . 1654 .('7) (a) ; 1977 c . 418 ..

341 .26 Special annual reg istrat ion fees
for certain vehicles. .. (1) SPECIAL MOBILE
EQUIPMENT FEE Unless exempted under s ..
341 O5, a fee of $18 or, a fee which is 10% of the
fee prescribed. for a motor truck of the same
weightt under- s. 341.25 (2), whichever is
greater, shall be paidd to the department for
annual registration of the followingg types of
special mobile equipment :

(a) A motorr truck or traction well-drilling r ig
permanently equipped with a well-drilling outfit
and used exclusively for well-drilling purposes ;

(b) A motor truck or tractionn sawmill or corn
Sheller rig permanently equipped with a porta-
ble sawmill or corn Sheller outfit and used
exclusively for sawmill or corn shellerpurposes ;

(c) A trailer not used for hire and used for
transporting any ditching machine which is used
exclusively for farm ditching or for the loading
of gravel or other- road material and which has a
dipper capacity of`not to exceed five-eighths of a
yard ;

(d) A mobile crane or trench hoe used f'or,
bridge or building construction, for ditching and
excavating, for heavy machinery removal or
installation or for loading and handling of heavy
articles;

(e) A motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer, if'
operated empty or transporting the equipment
of the owner to or from a certain location, when
suchh operation at the location is any of the
following :

1 . The performance of =work on a contract for
the construction or maintenance of highwayss or
airports f'or, the . United States, the statee or any
political subdivision thereof; : or,

2. The production of agricultural lime ; or
,3 The clearing of iand;: building of dikes, or

terracing and ditchingg for the purpose of soil
erosion control, farm drainage or forestry .,

(f)' A motor truck on 'which is mounted feed
grinding and mixing equipment and used exclu-
sively as a portable feed mill

fee
30
36
48
.60
72
84

in pounds
1 , Not more than 5 ,000 . . . .'.... . $
2 . : Not mode than 8 ,000 . . . . : .
3 . Not more than 12,000 . .. . . . : . . . : .

. . : . . ; . . :: . . .4 , Not more than 16,000,
5 . . Not more than 20 ,000 . . . , : . . .
6 . . Not more than 26 , 000 . . . . . . . . .
7 . More than 26 , 000 . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . : 96

(k) For each motor vehiclee operated in com-
pliance with s . 346 . 97 and used exclusively, to
transport 7 or- fewer adults under s 340,01 (56)
(b) 4, a fee of $18

(2) The following schedule shall be used in
determining fees based on gross weight, pro-
vided that a surcharge of $18 shall be added to
and collected with the fee for each truck tractor :
[Maximum gross [Annual
weight in pounds] fee]
(a) Not more than 4,500, , .. . . . . .. . . . . $ 30
(b) Not more than 6 ,000 . .. . . . . . . .,. . . . 42
(c) Not more than 8,000,_ . : . . . . . . . . 57
(d) Not more than l2,000_,. ., . ._ . ., . . . . .: 117
(e) Not more than 16,000 . . : . . . . . .. . . . ., 168
(f) Not more than 20,000 : . . . : 216
(g) Not more than 26,000, . : 294
(h) Not more than 32,000 381
(i) Not more than 38,000, 483
(,j) Not more than 44,000, . .. : . . . : : . .`, . : 576
(k) : Not more than 50,000 . . . . :, 666
(L) Not more than 56,000 .,_,_ . , ,. . . 756
(m) Not more than 62,000 . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 855
(n) Not more than 68,000_ . . . . .., . ., . ., . . . 966
(o) Not more than 73,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . .. 1098
(p) Not more than 76,000 , . . . . 1302
(q) Not more than $0 ,000 ., . . . .. . . . : . .:., . 1602

(3) - Upon payment of the fee prescribed by
law, a vehicle subject to registration on the basis
of gross weight may be registered at a weight in
excess of the manufacturer ' s maximum gross
weight rating, but such registration does not
exempt such vehicle from compliance with

3725 REGISTRATION OF VEHICLES 341 .26

weight limitations imposed by law or by state or
local authorities pursuant to authority of taw ..

History : 19 ' 73 c . 67, 90,270, 33 .3; 1975 c . 39s. 734; 1975c
136 ;1977 c . 29 ss . 1422m to 14 .30, 1654 ( 7 ) (a) ; 19 7 7 c .. 288,
418 ; 1979 c . 34, 221 .
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(g) A moto r vehicle not used for hire and
used in conjunctionwith a trailer,. on which is
permanently mounted equipment used for wood
chipping and screening,

(h) A trailer on which is permanently
mounted equipment used exclusively for wood
chipping and screening . .

(2) ONE DOLLAR FEE.; A registration fee of $1
shall be paid to the division for the annual
registration of each ofthe following vehicles :

(b) Any vehicle loaned to this state or to any
county or municipality of this state for, the
duration of any war emergency and operated
exclusively for- civilian defense purposes by such
state, county or , municipality ;

(d) A school bus used exclusively for, the
transportation of students to or from school
including extr•acuriicular activities to or from
points designated by the school, or a school bus
used exclusively to transport persons under s ..
340..01 - (56) (a) 4, or a school bus used exclu-
sively for the transportation of persons under s .
120.13 (27) and of students to or fromm school
including extracurricularr activities to or from
pointss designated by the school , or a school bus
used exclusively to ; transport persons under ss .
120 : 1 .3 (27) and 340.01 ( 56) (a) 4

(dm) A school bus which is not owned and
operated by a school district and which is used
exclusively to provide transportation under sub ,
(7) , (a) and to transport students to or from
school including extracurricular activities to or
from points designated by the school , or , a school
bus which is not owned and operated by a school
district ; and which is used exclusively to provide
transportation under sub . (7) (a) and to trans-
port persons under s: .340::01 (56) (a) 4 ;

(e) A moto r bus owned and operated by a
charitable corporation and used exclusively for
the purposes for which incorporated and not
used - for, hire;

(f) A motor vehicle operated exclusively as a
Red Cross blood bank vehicle;,

(g) A motor vehicle operated exclusively by a
nationally chartered war veter 'ans' organization
and used only for, the purpose ofadveilising the
organization ;

(h) A motor vehicle used for the uz ban mass
transportation of passengers as defined in' s .
71,18 (2) (a) or operated as auxiliary to or as
part of a street railway system :.

(i) A motor vehicle owned and operated
exclusively by the civil air- patrol ,

(j) A motor' vehiclee and semitrailer operated
exclusively as a mobile X-ray unit ownedd and
operated by a nonprofit corporation . and used
exclusively for the purposes for which incorpo-
rated and not for hire ,

(k) A fire truck owned and operated exclu-
sively by an incorporated volunteer fire
department , .

(m) A motor vehicle leased or owned and
operated by :a voluntary, nonprofit, organization
and used exclusively for rescue work.. In this
paragraph, "rescue work" means the rende ring
of first a id and emergency transportation to
persons in need of immediate medical attention .

(n) A .motor.' vehicle operated in compliance
with s . .346 . 97 and used exclusively to transport
more than 7 adults only or minors and adults
under s. 340,01 (56) (b) 4 or, 5 .

(2m) THREE DOLLAR FEE . . (a) A fee of $3
shall be paid to the department for the original
issuance of a registration and license plates for
any vehicle owned by this state or by any county
or municipality or federally recognized Indian
tribe or band in this state and operated exclu-
sively, except for' operation under s . 20,916 (7),
in the public service by such state, county,
municipality, Indian tribe or ' band .. The regis-
tration "shall be valid while the vehicle is owned
and operated by the licensee .

(b) If' a vehicle is replaced, reassignment of
plate to replacement vehicle shall be made with
payment of $1 .

(2r) VEHICLES USED BY GROUPS PARTICIPAT-
ING IN PARADES OR OTHER ENTERTAINMENT . A
registration fee of $5 : 10 shall be paid to the
department for the annual registration of a
motor bus owned and operated by a nonstock
nonprofit corporation and used exclusively for
transporting groups ' participating in parades or
other entertainment, ' including, without limita-
tion because of enumeration, musical marching
groups, drill or baton teams or color guards .

(3) AGRICULTURAL VEHICLES, In recogni-
tion of the relationship of the basic economy of
the state to agriculture and thee production and
marketing of milk, there shall be paid to the
department for the annual registration of the
following vehicles the fees prescribed in this
subsection :

(a) For, each farm truck having a gross
weight of 12,000 pounds or less, a fee of $18 ,
For each farm' truck having a gross weight of
more than 12,000 pounds, a fee which is one-
fourth of' the fee prescr ibed in s . 341 25 (2) for a
motor truck having the same gross weight . .

(am) For each farm truck having a registered
gross weight of 12,000 pounds or less used in
furtherance of any nonfarm occupation ; trade,
profession or, employment, an annual fee to be
determined in accordance with s, 341 .25 (2) on
the basis of the maximum gross weight of the
vehicle ,. Maximum grosss weight shall be deter-
mined by adding together the weight in pounds
of the vehicle when equipped to carry a load as a
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- motor' truck and the maximum load in pounds 1 ' 0 . Not more than 44,000 . . . : . . . ., .. . . . . ., . . . . ., :. . .345
which the applicant proposes to carry on the 11 ., Not more than 50,000, . . ., . . . . . . . . . . . 396
vehicle when used as a motor truck .. A motor' 12, Not more than 56,000 . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .,, . . 453
truck , registered under this paragraph may be 1 .3 . Not more than 62,000 . . .. . . . : 513
operated at a maximum gross weight of not 14, Not more than 68,000.. .. . . .. .. ... .' . ., , 579
more than 12,000 pounds when used as a farm 15 .. Not mo re than 73,000 .. . . . . .. ., . . . :. . . 660
truck,; 16 .. Not mo re than 76 ,000 ., . ., . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. 780

(b) For each farm trailer, a fee which is one- 17. Not more than 80,000 . . . . . 960fourth of the fee prescribed by s. .341 .:25 (2) for h
Except as otherwise "°

a motor , truck having the same gross weight .. ~ ~ provided in par . (e)

(c) For, each motor: vehicle used exclusivel y
the maximum gross weight of each vehicle, the

in the transportation of milk fromm the point of registration fee for which is to be determined in

production to the primary market, and the re- accordance with sub . (3 } shall be computed as

turn of dairy supplies and dairy products from provided in s . 341 .25 for the same ' type of

such primary market to the farm, a fee to be vehicle

determined in accordance with par. (g) on the (4) GRADING, DITCHING, EXCAVATING OR
basis of maximum gross weight ; ; HAULING vExicLES. Except for those vehicles

(d) For each motor vehicle used exclusively that qualify for registration under sub. (1) (a)

in the transportation of cheese, butter , and pow- to (e), any motorr vehicle, trailer or semitrailer,
dered milk when such cheese, butter and pow- if operated empty, or used exclusively in trans-
dered milk are transported from plant to plant or porting the equipment of the owner to or from a
to warehouses within this state , a fee to be certain location over the highways, when such
determined in accordance with par . (g) on the operation at the location is exclusively for grad-
basi s of maximum gross weight ing, ditching or excavating or when such equip-

(d a ) For each motor, vehicle used exclusively merit is used exclusively for seasonal hauling of
in the transportation of liquid dairy products, a carnival rides and equipment, shall be registered
fee to be determined in accordance with par . (g) atone-fourth of , the fee specified in s , 341 .25 (2)
on the basis of maximum gross weight , for vehicles or combinations of vehicles of the

(e) A person owning and operating more same gross weight
truck :tractors than semitrailers registered by (5) TOUR TRAINS For each tour trai n, the
him within this state and used exclusively for, operation of which is limited in s . 348.08 : (1)
transporting liquid dairy productss may register (c), a single fee for the 3 or less : units thereof
such excess truck tractors at the annual fees equal to one-half ' of the fee prescribed in s .
specified in par. (g), provided that he uses such 341 .25 (1) (h) for a motor' bus of the same
excess truck tractors exclusively with such semi- maximum gross weight as the aggregate maxi-
trailers The fee shall be determined on the basis mum gross weight of all units of the tour train,
of weight of the t r uck tr actor only. excluding the propelling motor vehicle, when

(f) In , pats. (da) and (e), . "liquid dairy such gross weight is computed as prescribed in s .
products" means milk and products of milk in 341 .25 (1) (h) ,
liquid form, including without limitation be- ( 6)- DRIVER EDUCATION VEHICLES RCg15tL3-
cause of enumeration, condensed and sweetened tiom . of driver education vehicles is subject , to s.
condensed products of' milk, both in raw and 341 ..267 ,
pasteurized form. (7) TRANSPORTATION BY SCHOOL .BUSSES.

(g) The followingg schedule shall be used in (a) Apetson who usess any schooll bus, except a
determin ing fees for vehicles registered under school bus registered under sub . (2) (d) or a
par. ( c ), (d) , (da) or (e), based on gross school bus :- registered ;as provided in par. (b), to
weight, provided that a surcharge of $18 shall be transport persons who are not pupils shall obtain
added to and collected with the fee for each a permit from the department for such t t anspor-
truck tractor : ' tation; The departmentt shall issue a permit
Maximum gross Annual whichh shall be valid for a period of not more than
weight in pounds fee 72 hou rs upon application and payment of a $10
1 Not more than 4,500 . . . . ,„~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 24 permit issuance fee:
2 Not `more than 6,000. . .,, ; ; . . . ,, . . ,, . . . 34 (b) When engaged in passenger-carrying op-
3 . Not more than 8,000 . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 40 erations other- than as provided in par (a) or
4. Not more than 12,000 . :. . : . . : . . . . . . . : . . . . 72 sub. (2) (d),aschoolbusshallberegister'edasa
5. Not more than 16000 , . . .. 102 motor, bus ' at a feedetermined under s, 341.25
6. Not more than 20,000 :. . . : : . . . . . . : ., . . . . 132 (2), or as an automobile or station wagon at the
7 :. Not more than 26;000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . :. : . : . 177 fee provided in s .' 341 .. 25 (1) (a) . Fees for
8 . Not more than - 32,000 . . . : .. . : . . . . . . . . . :.: : 228 registtatiomunder s . 341 .25 (2) may be paid in
9 . Not more than 38,000 . . .___1 . . . . . . . , . 288 accordance with ss . 341 . 30 and 341 : 31 , Fees for
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part-quarterly registration shall be computed on
the basis of one-twelfth of the annual fee multi-
plied by the number_ of months of the current
quar'ter' which have not fully expired on the date
of the application. If a vehicle was not operated
in other than school bus service, an affidavit of
nonoperation satisfactory to the department
shall be filed with the application .

Hi s tory : 1971 c . 164 s . 83; 1971 c . 250; 1973 c . 200, 325,
333; 1975 c . 429 ; .1977 c 23 ; 1977 c . 29 ss 1431 to 1434, 1654
(7) (a) ; 197'7 c . . 145, 292, 418, 447; 1919 c . 32 ss: 69, 92 (1) ;
1979 c, 221 ..

` 341 .265 Antique motor vehicles; registra -
tion , plates , use. Any person who is a resident
of this state and the owner' (and any subsequent
transferee) of a motor vehicle which is more
than 40 years old at the time of making applica-
tion for- registration of the vehicle mayy upon
application register the same as an antique
vehicle upon payment of a fee of $5, and be
furnished license plates of a distinctive design, in
lieu of the usual license plates, which shall show
in addition to the identification number that the
vehicle is an antique . . The registration shall be
valid while the vehicle is owned by the applicant
without the payment of any additional fee .. The
vehicle shall only be used for special occasions
such as display and parade purposes or for
necessary testing, maintenance and storage pur-
poses, Unless inconsistent with this section, the
provisions applicable to other motor vehicles
`shall apply to antique motor vehicles,

His tory : 1979 c, 146.

341.266 Special interest veh icles; regis-
tration, plates, use . (1) In this section :

(a) "Collector" means the owner of one or
more special interest vehicles who collects,
purchases, acquires, trades or disposes of special
interest vehicles of parts thereoffor his own use
in order to-c•estore, preserve and maintain a
special interest vehicle for historic interest :

(b) "Parts car" means a motor vehicle gener-
ally in nonoperable condition which is owned by
the collector to furnish parts which will enable
the collector to restore, preserve and maintain a
special interest vehicle or antique vehicle,

(c) "Special interest vehicle" means a motor
vehicle of any age which has not been altered or
modified from original manufacturers specifica-
tions and, because of its historic interest, is being
preserved by hobbyists.

(2) Any person who is the owner of a special
interest vehicle : which is 20 or more ,years old at
the time of making application f'or, registration
or transfer of title of the vehicle may upon
application register the same as a special inter-
est vehicle upon payment of a fee of $40 and be
furnished license plates of a distinctive design in
lieu of the usual license plates which shall show

in addition to the identification-number that the
vehicle is a special interest vehicle ownedd by a
Wisconsin collector The registration shall be
valid while the vehicle is owned by the applicant
without the payment of any additional fee . . The
vehicle may be used as are other- vehicles of"the
same type except that motor vehicles may not
transport passengers f'or hire and trucks may not
haul material weighing more than 500 pounds . .
Unless inconsistent with: this section, the provi-
sions applicable to other' vehicles shall apply to
special interest vehicles.,

(a) Each collector applying for- special inter-
est vehicle license plates will be issued a collec-
tor's identification number which will appear on
each plate . Second and all subsequent registra-
tions under this section by the same collector
will bear the same collector's identification
number followed by a suffix letter for vehicle
identification,

(b) A collector must own and have registered
one or more vehicles with regular, license plates
which he uses for regular transportation . .

(3) In addition to the fee in sub .: (2), there
shall be an original (first time only) processing
fee of $20 to defray the cost of issuing the
original collector's special interest vehicle li-
cense plates and to ensure that each collector
will be issued only one collector's identification
number

(4) A collector may store unlicensed, opera-
ble or inoperable, vehicles and parts cars on his
property provided the vehicles and parts cars
and the outdoor storage area are maintained in
such a manner that they do not constitute a
health haza`rd' and are screened from ordinary
public view by means of 'a fence, rapidly growing
trees, shrubbery of other appropriate means . .
History: 1971 c 299

341.267 Driver education motor vehicles;
registration and insurance . (1) An annual
fee of $3 shall be paid to the department for the
registration of any motor vehicle loaned to' a
public' or, nonpublic school having an approved
driver education program as certified by the
department of public instruction of the board of
vocational, technical and adult education . : The
motor vehicle shall be used for the exclusive
purpose of behind-the-wheel` instruction and
such other operation as is necessary for mainte-
nance and storage

(2) If a vehicle is replaced, reassignment of
the plate to a replacement motor vehicle shall be
made by the department on request without
payment of" an additional fee

(3. ) All registrations issued under this section
shall expire on June 30 of each year ..
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(4) The department shall issue plates of a of title of the vehicle or any person, who is the
distinctive design to motor vehicles licensed owner' of a homemade vehicle, may upon appli-
under, this section .., cation register the same as a reconstructed or

(5) No motor vehicle may be used for, driver homemade vehiclee upon payment of 'a fee of $40,
education unless a policy of bodily injury and and be furnished license plates of a distinctive
property damage liability insurance issued by an design in lieu of the usual licensee plates which
insurer authorized .d to transact business in this shall show in addition to the identification
state, is maintained thereon The policy shall number that the vehicle is a reconstructed or
provide such coverages inert least such amounts homemade vehicle owned by a Wisconsin hob-
as are specified under s . .344.01 (2) (d) .. How- byist . . The registration shall be valid while the
ever, the department may require additional vehicle is owned by the applicant without the
coverages and amounts as conditions warrant, payment of'any additional fee . . The vehicle may

(6) No insurance policy issued under sub ., be used as are other vehicles of the same type
(5) may be terminated or canceled prior to its except that motor vehicles may not transport
expiration for any reason unless a notice thereof passengers for hire and trucks may not haul
is filed with the department and with the school material weighing more than 500 pounds. Un-
at least 30 days prior to the date of termination less inconsistent with this section, the provisions
or cancellation,, of this chapter' applicable to other vehicles shall

(7) No registration shall be issued or remain apply to reconstructed and homemade vehicles .s
in force for, a driver education vehicle unless a (a) Each hobbyist applying for reconstructed
certification of insurance in such form as the or homemade vehicle license plates will be is-
depar•tmentmay require is filed with the depart- sued a hobbyist's identification number which
merit by the insurer certificating that a policy of will' appear on each plate Second and all
insurance, as required by this section, has been subsequent registrations under this section by
issued and is in effect which covers the owner, the same hobbyist will bear the same hobbyist's
operator', instructor, school and any passengers identification number followedd by a suffix letter
in the vehicle for vehicle identification

History: i973 c,2oo; 1975 c 235;,i977 c . 29 s 1654 (7) (b) A hobbyist must own and have registered
(a), (e), one or, more vehicles with regular license plates

which the:e hobbyist uses for regular
341 .268 Reconstructed and homemade transportation .

.. vehicles ; registration , plates, use. (1) In (3) In addition to the fee in sub . (2), there
this section:: shall be an original (first time only) processing

(a) "Hobbyist" means the owner of one or fee of $20 to defray the cost of issuing the
more reconstructed or homemade vehicles who original hobbyist's reconstructed or homemade
collects, purchases, :acquires, trades or disposes vehicle license plates and to ensuree that each
of reconstructed or homemade vehicles or parts hobbyist will be issued only one hobbyist's iden-
thereof for personal use in order to build, recon- tipcation number,
struct, restore, preserve and maintain a r'econ- (4) A hobbyist may store unlicensed, opera-
structed or homemade vehicle for historic or ble or inoperable, vehicles and parts cars on the
hobby interest hobbyist's property provided the vehicles and

(b) "Homemade vehicle" means a motor parts cars and outdoor' storage area are main-
vehiclewhich has been constructed or, assembled tarried in such a manner that they do not consti-
from new or, used parts or both using a body and tute a health hazard and are screened from
frame not originating from any previously man- ordinary public view by means of a fence, rap-
ufactured motor vehicle.. idly growing trees, shrubbery or other, appropri-

(c)'"Parts car" means a motor vehicle gener- ate means .
ally in nonoperable condition which is owned by History : 1975 c, 94 s 3 ; 1975 c 417
the hobbyist to furnish parts which will enable
the hobbyist to build ; reconstruct, restore, pre- 341 .27 Registration periods forr private
`serve and maintain `a reconstructed or home- automobiles and taxicabs . (1) All
made vehicle - automobiles other than those that may be regis-

(d) "Reconstructed vehicle" means a motor' tered under s . 341 ..265, 341266, 341 .267 or
vehicle of any age which has been substantially 341 .268 or are required by s 341 :,29 to be
altered or modified from original manufacturers registered on a calendar-year basiss shall be
specifications registered by the department according to the

(2) Any person who is the owner of a` recon- monthly series system of xegistratian pt :escribed
structed vehicle assembled from a vehicle manu- by this section .
factured 20 years or more prior to the time of (2) There are established 12 registration
making application for registration or transfer periods; each to be designated by a calendar
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month and to star t on the first day of 'such month
and end on the last day of the twelfth month
from the date of commencing . The department
shall so administer the monthly series system of
registration as to distribute the work of register-
ing automobiles as uniformly as practicable
throughout the calendar year

(3) All automobiles subjectt to registration
under the monthly series system shall be regis-
tered by the department for a period of 12
consecutive calendar months except as follows :

(a) If the applicant holds cur rent registration
plates which were removed from an automobile
of which the applicant no longer is the owner, or
which has been junked, or is no longer used on
the highways, and such plates were issued under
the monthly series system, the department shall
register- the automobile which is the subject of
the application for the remainder of such
unexpired registration period .

(b) If the applicant does not hold current
registration plates under the circumstances de-
scribed in par : (a) and the application is an
original rather thann renewal application ; the
department may register the automobile which
is the subject of the application for such period
or part thereof as the secretary determineswill
help to, equalize the registration and renewal
workload of":the department ...

History: 1971 c . 164 s 82 ; 1971 c. 299 ; 1973 c 200; 1975 c.
33, 199, 417; . 1977 c 29 ss 1438, 1654 ('7) (a), (c) ; 1977 c .
272

341.28 - When part-year fees payable for
pr ivate automobiles; computation of part-
year fees. (1) The applicant for registration of
an automobile under the monthly series system
shall pay in full the annual registration fee
prescribed by law, except as otherwise provided
iii this section,

(2) If the applicant't for registration holds
current registration plates which were removed
from an automobile of which the applicant no
longer is the owner, or which has been junked, of
which is no longer being used on the highways,
and such plates were issued under the monthly
series system, the applicant is exempt from the
payment of a registration fee, except in the
following cases : . .

(a) If'the annual fee prescribed for the auto-
mobile being registered is higher than the an-
nual fee prescribed for the automobile from
which the plates were removed, the applicant
shall pay a fee computed on the basis of one-
twelfth of the difference between the 2 annual
fees multiplied by the number of months for
which`the automobile which is the subject of'the
application is being registered, Thee start of the
new registration, for the purpose of computing

the fee, shall be determined in accordance with
sub ( Z) .

(b) If the automobile which is the subject of
the application was owned by the applicant at
the time of and on or before the 15th day of the
month in which the transfer, or, discontinuance
of use on the highways, or j unking of-: the other
automobile occurred and was not currently reg-
istered at the time of such transfer, or discontin-
uance of use on the highways, or ' , junking, the
applicant shall pay a fee to be computed as
provided in subs ( 3) to (5) but shall receive a
cr edit for the unused portion of the current
registration .: Such credit shall be computed on
the basis of one-twelfth of the annual fee paid
for- the vehicle from which the plates were
removed multiplied by the number of months
remaining in the registration period represented
by the removed plates, including the month
during which the applicant transferred, or' dis-
continued to use on thee highways, or ,junked the
automobile from which the plates were removed
if such transfer, or discontinuance of use on the
highways, or junking occurred on or before the
15th day of the month . .

(3) If the ap licant does not hold current
registration plat s under the circumstances de-
scribed in sub. 2) and the automobile which is
the subject of, he application has not previously
been registered in this state by the applicant, the
fee payable by the applicant shall be computed
on the basis of one-twelfth of the annual fee
multiplied by the number of months for which
the automobile is being registered, the sta r t of
such registration period to be dete rmined in
accordance with sub , (7)

(4) If the, applicant does not hold current
registration plates under the circumstances de-
scribed in sub : (2) but the automobile which is
the subject of' the application has, previously
been r egistered in this state by the applicant, he
shalll pay a fee covering all the time since the end
of the period for which the automobile previ-
ously was registered unless:

(a) The automobile in the meantime has been
ownedd by another person or registered in an-
other, state ; or

(b) At least 12 months have elapsed since the
end of'; the period for which the automobile
previously was registered and the applicant filed
with the department a statement that the appli-
cant did not during those 12 months operate or
consent - to the operation of' such automobile
under circumstances making the automobile
subject to registration in this state; or,

((c) The automobile is owned by a person who
has been in active military service and less than
12 months of nonoperation have elapsed since
the end of the period for which the automobile
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accept a statement which projects the date of
first operation into the future, .
History : 1971 c . 164 s . 83 ; 1975 c. 33, 199 ; 1977 c .. 29 s . .

1654 (7) (a) ; 1977 c 273 .

341 .29 . Registration for vehicles other
than private automobiles and taxicabs . (1)
The annual registration, period for all vehicles
other than private automobiles, taxicabs, those
eligible :for quarterly registration under s ..
341'.,30 and driver education vehicles, shalll be
determined by the secretary .

(2) If an application for registration of a
vehicle subject to registration on an annual basis
is received' less than 2 months prior to the
beginning of any registration period and the
vehicle is not registered in this state at the time
of application and the applicant desires to regis-
ter for the succeeding registration period as well
as for the remainder of the current period, the
department 'upon registering the vehiclee shall
issuee registration plates designed for the suc-
ceeding registration period rather than for the
current period . Such plates also serve during the
remainder of the current registration period as
lawful evidence of'the registration of'the vehicle .
This subsection does not affect computation of
fee payable by the applicant .
History : 1973 . c 200, 333; 19777 c 29 ss 1440, 1654 ('7)

(a), (c)

341 .30 Quarterly registration. (1) Any of
the following vehicles may be registered on a
quarterly basis in lieu of the annual registration
specified in s . 341 .29

(a) A motor bus having a registered gross
weight of more than 8,000 pounds, except motor
busses registered under s.: 341 .26 (2) (d) and
(h) ;

(c) A motor truck, road tractor of trailer
having a registered gross weight of more than
8,000 pounds ;

(d) A truck tractor, when the aggregate
combined registered gross weight of the truck
tractor., and any semitrailer operated in con,junc-
tion with it is more than 8,000 pounds ;

(e) Any of the vehicles subject to registration
under s . 341 .26 (3) (c), (d) or (e) having a
registered gross weight of more than 8,000
pounds

(f) A motor home having a registered gross
weight of more than 8,000 pounds and regis-
tered under, s . . .341 . .25 (1) (j),

(2) For the purpose of quarterly registration
of vehicles, the quarters are January 1, April 1,
July 1, and October 1 . A registration made on a
quarterly : basis expires on the last day of the
quarter for which the vehicle is registered,

was previously registered, provided the appli-
cant files with the department a statement of
such nonoperation .

(5) Under the ci r cumstances described in
sub, (4), the fee payable by the applicant shall
be computed as prescribed in sub (3) for an
automobile not previously register ed by the ap-
plicant in this state, provided that he or she first
files with the department a statement of
nonoperation if' tequired to do so by sub (7)

(6) If' the automobile being registered under
the circumstances described in sub . . (3) or (4) is
a replacement for a registered vehicle which has
been junked, the applicant is entitled to a credit
to be computed and applied in accordance with
s .,341 .31 (2) (b) .

(7) For the purpose of computing the ' regis-
tration fee payable upon registration of an auto-
mobile under circumstances described in subs
(2) to (4), the beginning of' the current registra-
tion per iod shall b e determined as follows : '

(a) If the first operation of an automobile
under ' circumstances making the owner liable
for, its registration in " this state occurs on or
before the 15th day of a given month, the
registration period commences on the first day
of ' such month'.. If the first operation occurs on or
after the 16th day of a given month, the registra-
tion period commences on the first day of the
following month "First operation" means oper-
ation of an automobile for the first time after it
was transferred to the applicant or after it was
registered in another state or after '. an active
service. refund or after the expir ation of 12
months of nonopet ation since expiration of the
last registr ation in this, state or after it was no
longer, used on the highways . .

(b) In the case of an automobile which has
not previously been registered or which has not
been registered in this state by the present owner
since the, owner last acquired ownership of the
automobile, the department shall assume that
the datee of first operation within the meaning of
par , (a) is the date of the bill, of sale evidencing
the transfer o1 ' ownership to the applicant unless
the applicant files with the department a state-
ment that the automobile was not so operated
until a' later date, specifying the date of such
first oper ation.; In the case of at least 12 months
of nonoperation of an automobilepreviously
registered by the applicant, the applicant must
file with the department a statement: that he or
she did not operate or consent to theoperation of
the . automobile under circumstances making it
subject to registration in this state during such
12-month period and must specify the date
following such period ' when the automobile was
first so operated, The department may refuse to
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or removed f'r' om this state but for which the
annual registration fee has been paid; or

(d) The vehicle is owned by a person who has
beenn in active military service and less than 12
months of nonoperation have elapsed since the
end of the period for- which the vehicle was
previously registered, provided the applicant
files with the department a statement of such
nonoperation.

(2) Part-period registration fees shall be
computed as follows :

(a) For vehicles registered under the condi-
tions in sub ( `1) (a), (b) or (d), the fee for the
current registration pe riod shall be computed on
the basis of one-twelfth of the annual registra-
tion fee prescribedd for the vehicle multiplied by
the number of months of ' the current registration
period which have not fully expired on the date
thee vehicle first is operated by or with the
consent of the, applicant under circumstances
making it subject to registration in this state
(plus $1 ; in case of a quarterly registration) ., In
the case . of a . vehicle which has not previously
been registered or which has not been registered
in this state by the present owner since the owner
last acquired ownership of the vehicle, the de-
partment shall assume that the date of first
operation is the date of the bill of' sale evidencing
transfer of ownership to the applicant unless he
or she files with the department a statement that
the vehicle was not so operated until a later date,
specifying the date of such first operation . The
department may refuse to accept any statement
which projects the date of first operation into the
future :.`

(b) For the registration of a replacement
vehicle under the conditions set forth in sub ., (1)
(c) or (cm), the fee shall be computed as for a
vehicle not previously registered in this state but
a credit shall be allowed f 'or, the unused portion
of the fee paid for- the vehicle being replaced .
Such credit shall be computed on the basis of
one-twelfth of the annual registration fee pre-
sc ribed for the vehicle being replaced multiplied
by the number of months of registration which
have not fully expired at the time the vehicle
being ' replaced 'was ; junked, traded, sold or re-
moved from the state . It is not necessary that
the replacement vehicle be of thee same type as
the one being replaced in order for the applicant
to take advantage of the credit but the credit
may be applied toward registration of the re-
placement vehicle only up to the date when the
registration of the vehiclee being replaced would
have expired .

(4) (a) The transferee of a vehicle registered
as provided in s . . .341 . 29 or 341.30 is not subject
to the payment of any registration: feee for the
remainder of the period for which the vehicle is
registered unless, by reason of his or her : status

(3) The quarterly registration fee is one-
fourth of the annual fee plus $1 . . The registra-
tion period starting July 1, 1962 and ending
December 31, 1962 shall be considered as a full
registration period and a vehicle shall be exempt
from the $1 quarterly charge if the initial pay-
ment of fees registers the vehicle through De-
cember 31, 1962.. The department shall register
a vehicle subject to quarterly registration for as
many quarters less than a full year as the
applicant desires, but the fee payable for each
quarter shall be computed as provided in this
subsection. If satisfactory evidence is provided
that a vehicle was not operated on the highways
during any quarter, it shall be exempt from the
payment of fees for the quartet in which it was
not used . . .

History : 1977 e 29 ss 1441, :1654 (7) (a) ; 1977 c 418.

341 .31 ;' When part -periodfees payable for
vehicles other than automobiles; computa-
tion of part-period fees. (1). The annual
registration fee shall be paid in full on all
vehicles registered pursuant to s, 341,29 and the
quarterly registration fee shall be paid in full on
all vehicles registered pursuant to s 341 3D
unless the vehicle comes within one of the fol-
lowing categories, in which event the applicant
is liable for the payment of only apart-period fee
to be computed in accordance with sub .. (2):

(a) The vehicle has not previously been regis-
tered in this state ; or

(b) The vehicle previously was registered in
this state but:

1 .. The vehicle in the meantime has been
registered in another jurisdiction and such for-
eign registration was in effect during or subse-
quent to the expiration of"the previous registra-
tion in this state; or

2, The vehicle wass transferred to the appli-
cant after the expiration of`the last registration
in this state; or

1 At least 12 months have elapsed since the
end of the period for which the vehicle previ-
ously was registered and the applicant files with
the department a statement that the applicant
did not, during such 12-month period, operate or
consent to the operation of the vehicle under
circumstances making the vehicle subject to
registration in this state ; or'

4. The vehicle is a motor truck which has been
transferred to the applicant and for which per-
sonalized'license plates had been issued to the
previous owner ; oi-
l vehicle is a replacement for' a regis-

tered vehicle which has been junked; or
(cm) The vehicle is a replacement for a

registered vehicle eligible for quarterly,registra-
tion under s 341„30 which has been traded, sold

341.30 REGISTRATION OF VEHICLES 3732

Electronically scanned images of the published statutes.



or the use to which the vehicle is put, the fee
prescribed by law is higher than that paid by the
former° owner . . In such event, the fee shall be
computed on the basis of one-twelfth of the
difference between the 2 annual fees multiplied
by the number of months of' the current registra-
tion period ' which have not fully expired on the
date, after the vehicle is acquired by the appli-
cant, when such vehicle is first operated by him
or her or with his or her consent under circum-
stances making it subject to registration in this
state.

(b) A person retaining a set of plates re-
moved from a motor truck registered under s .
341 , 29 for 6,000 pounds or less may receive
credit for- the unused portion of ' the registration
fee paid when registering a replacement motor-
truck at 6',000 pounds or less

(5) This section doess not apply to persons
authorized to register` vehicless at a special an-
nual fee of $1 or to vehicless r egistered at an
annual fee of $3 or less . Such vehicles, whether
registered for a full period or part thereof ' and
whether or not previously registered, shall be
registered at the full annual fee, If', a person
authorized to register a vehicle at a special fee of
$1 transfers the vehicle to a person not so
authorized, the fee payable by the transferee
shall be computed as for a vehicle not previously
registered in thiss state . .

History : 1975 c. 32 s. . 5 ; 1995 c 297 ; 19'7' 1 a 29 s . 1654 (7)
(a) ; 197 ' 1 c . 129, 273, 418.

341 .32 Vehicle to be reregistered if sub-
ject to a different fee. (1) Whenever the
construction or ' the use of a registered vehicle is
changed in a manner making the vehicle subject
to a different registration fee than the fee for
which the vehicle currently is registered, the
owner shall immediately make application for
reregistration . The fee payable upon such rer eg-
istration shall be computed as for a vehicle not
previously registered in this state but a credit
shall be allowed for the unused portion of the fee
paid for : the previous registration ifthe registra-
tion plates issued upon the previous registration
are returned ' to the department . Such credit
shall be computed on the basis of' one-twelfth of
the annual registration fee prescribed for the
vehicle as previously registered : multiplied by
the number of months of ' z•egistration which have
not fully expired on the date the vehicle became
subject to thee different fee,, The credit may be
applied toward the reregistration of ' the vehicle
only up to the datee when the previous registra-
tion would have expired .

(2) Whenever, the owner or other- person
responsible fo r registration of a vehicle required
to be registered on the basis of gross - weight

341.33 When fees re fundable . (1) The de-
partment shall not refund a fee paid to it except
when expressly authorized or directed by this
section or some other- provision of'the statutes to
do so .

(2) The department shall refund the unused
portion of 'a registration fee paid for, the registra-
tion of a vehicle' owned by a person who is
entering active service in the naval or military
forces of the United States if the person makes
application for suchh refund upon a form pre-
scribed by the department, furnishes such proof
as the department may require that the vehicle
will not be operated in this or another state
during the remainder of the period for which the
vehicle is registered,' and returns to the depart-
ment'the certificate of registration and registra-
tionplates. The refund shall be computed on the
basis of one-twelfth of' the `annual registration
fee paid for, the vehicle multiplied by the nuanber,
of full months remaining in the period for which
the vehicle is registered when the vehicle ceases
to be operated„

History: 1975c 32, 199 ; 1977c 29 ss . 1444, 1654 (7) (a),
(e)

3733 REGISTRATION OF VEHICLES 341.33

desires to carry a greater load than that permit-
ted under the current registration of ' such vehi-
cle, he shall make application for reregistration
of the vehicle at a higher gross weight . When-
ever such person is convicted of carrying a
greater,load than that permitted under ' his cur-
rent registration, the court, in addition to impos-
ing the penalty prescribed by law, shall order,
such person to make application for reregistra-
tion of the vehicle at a gross weight sufficiently
high to cover the load which he was convicted of
car rying . The fee payable upon reregistration
shall be computed on the basis of ' one-twelfth of
the difference between the annual fee prescribed
for, the vehiclee as previously registered and the
annual fee p rescribed for the vehicle as reregis-
tered, multiplied by the number of months of the
quarter, of year for which the vehicle is being
reregistered which had not fully expired when
the vehicle became subject to the higher fee . .
This subsection does not apply under the cir-
cumstances statedd in sub . (3) „

(3) A motor truck with a registered gross
weight of 10,000 pounds or less and loaded
exclusively with fluid milk or cream may, during
the months of May, June and July, carry from
the point of production of such milk to the
primacy market therefor 1,500 pounds or less in
excess of the gross weight for which such motor
truck is registered without a reregistration of
such motor truck on account of such excess
loading .

History : 1977 c . 29 ss 1443, 1654 (7) (a) .
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(5) NOTICE AND PAYMENT OF FEE .. (a) The
department shall require evidence of payment of
the municipal or county vehicle registration fee
on all vehicles subject thereto as a condition of
registration under this chapter ., -

(b) Prior to the return of' the registration
renewal application to the department, the ap-
plicant shall pay the municipal or county vehicle
registration fee to the municipal or county trea-
surer..- The local treasurer shall record on the
registration renewal application or on a separate
statement, if' required by the department, the
fact that the municipal or county vehicle regis-
tration fee has been paid.

(c) The department, shall refuse an original
or renewal application for registration unless the
application bears an authentic indication that
the municipal or countyy vehicle registration fee
has been paid .. The department may provide for
temporary original registrations for such periods
as are necessary to permit payment thereof ' to
the local treasures .

(d) The department shall establish uniform
specifications for all receipts and payment
stamps used by a municipality or county in
certifying ' payment of this tax .

(6) RE tMSUxsEMErrr. . At the end of each
calendar year the department shall determine
the average cost of preparing and submitting the
information required by this section for a vehi-
cle, and shall bill each municipality or county
levying such a fee for thee number of vehicles
registered by thee municipality or county.. The
municipality or county shall reimburse the state
for such administrative costs .

(7) RErLncEMErr rs. No municipal or county
vehicle registration fee may be imposed on a
motor vehicle which is a replacement for a motor
vehicle . for, which a current municipal or county
vehicle registration fee has been paid .

History : 1971 c 125 s . 521 ; 19 7 1 c ; 164s, 83 ; 19 ' 7 7 c . 29 ss
1446, 1654 (7) (a) ; 1977 c. 273; 1979 c 221 .

EXEMPTION OF NONRESIDENTS

341.40 Exemption of nonresidents and
foreign-registered vehicles : (1) Except as to
foreign-owned vehicles required by s . 341,07 to
be registered' : in this state, any vehicle which is
registered in another , jur isdiction is exempt from
the laws of this state providing for the registra-
tion of such vehicles if :

(a) The . vehicle carries a registration plate
indicating the registration in such other ,jurisdic-
tion• and

(b) The vehicle is owned by a nonresident ;
and

(c) The jurisdiction in which the vehicle is
registered allows such vehicles whenn registered
in Wisconsin to be operated tax free uponn its

31.335 Notice of change of address or
name. (1) Whenever any person, after apply-
ing for and receiving registration plates, moves
from thee address named in the application for
the registration plates or, when the name of'the
licenseee is changed by marriage or otherwise,
the person shall within 10 days notify the de-
partment in writing. of the oldd and new address
or of such former and new names and of all
license plate number'ss held, .

(2) Any person who fails to comply with any
of the requirements of sub, . (1) may be required
to forfeit not more than $50 .

History: 1973 c 129; 1977 c 29 s 1654 (7) (a) ; 1977 c.
2'73 . . . .

341 .35 Municipal or county vehicle regis-
tration }@@. (1) ANNUAL REGISTRATION FEE ..
In this section "municipality" means a town,
village or city and "motor' vehicle" means an
automobile or- station wagon: The governing
body of 'a municipality or countyy may enact an
ordinance imposing an annual flat municipal or
countyy registration fee on all motor vehicles
registered' in this state which are customarily
kept in the municipality or county.. A registra-
tion fee imposed under this section shall be in
addition to state registration fees but not more
than 50% of the state registration fee .

(2 ) ExEtvtrriorrs : The following vehicles are
exempt from any municipal or county vehicle
registration fee :

(a) All vehicles exempted by this chapter
from payment of a state vehicle registration fee ..

(b) All vehicles registered by the state under
this chapter for an annual fee of less than $5 .

(3) PLACE of .rnYMErrr, The municipal or
county vehicle registration fee shall be paid to
the treasurer of the municipality or county . .
Except as provided in sub . . (3m), a municipal or
county vehicle registration fee paid to one unit of
government on any vehicle shall be valid inn all
other units of government through the date for
which originally paid, if no change of ownership
or registration occurs in such period

(3m) COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL FEES. If a
municipality and the county in which the munic-
ipality is located enact ordinances under this
section, a motor vehicle customarily kept in the
municipality shall be subject to a municipal
registration fee and a . county registration fee,

(4). NOTICE of FEES . The governing body of
a municipality or county which enacts a munici-
pal or, county vehicle registration fee shall notify
the department that it has so elected and report
the amount of such ,fee.. The municipalityy or
county shall report any change in such amount
to the department . The notification shall be
made at the time and in the form prescribed by
the department. ,
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in interstate commerce in this state without a
Wisconsin registration or the payment of ' permit
fees or mileage or flat taxes, provided like privi-
leges are accorded to vehicles owned by Wiscon-
sin residents when operated in such other j uris-
dictions Such agreement may include such
restrictions, conditions and privileges, including
any proportional registration, taxes or fees, as
are deemed advisable., Such agreement shall
provide that a resident of this state when using
the highwa yss of such other ' j urisdiction shall
receive exemptions of a similar kind to a like
degree,

(1a) The secretary with the approval of the
goveinor, is authorized to enter into reciprocal
agreements with the responsible off ' ceis of other
jurisdictions as to licenses, pe r mit fees, mileage
and flat taxes under which motor vehicles, trail-
ers or semitrailers properly licensed or regis-
tered in either jurisdiction, may be operated in
intrastate commerce in either ;jurisdiction with-
out additionall base plate registration or the
payment of pe rmit fees or mileage or flat taxes,
providing like privileges ate accorded Wisconsin
licensed vehicles when operated in such other
jurisdictions, .and that this state will obtain a fair
and equitable share of license registrations .
Such agreement may include such restrictions,
conditions and privileges, including any propor-
tional r egistration, taxes or fees, as are deemed
advisable .

(1b) Vehicles operated in intrastate , com-
merce in this state are not exempt by virtue of
any reciprocity ag r eement entered into pursuant
to sub . (la) unless:

(a) The vehicle has conspicuously displayed
upon it a valid ; registration plate ;

(b) The operator of the vehicle has in his
possession a valid registration certificate or
other, evidence that the vehicle is properly regis-
tered; and

(c) The vehicle displays a Wisconsin blanket
fleet reciprocity author, ization ;° Wisconsin tax
permit, Wisconsin prorate plate or other form of'
Wisconsin authorization unless operated in ac-
cordance with rules adopted under s 341,40 (1)
(d )

(2) A nonresident operating a vehicle in this
state is not exempt by virtue of any reciprocity
agreement entered into pursuant to 'sub (1)
unless :

(a) The vehicle is properly registered in the
jurisdiction of the residence of i ts owner, its
domicile, or the principal place of business of its
owner or- is registered on a proportional registra-
tion basis pursuant to an interstate compact ; and

(b) The vehicle has conspicuously displayed
upon it a valid registration plate ; and

highways under' conditions substantially as
favorable to residents of Wisconsin . as to its own
residents

(d) The vehicle is operated in accordance
with rules adopted by the secretary based on the
gross weight of the vehicle . These rules may also
establish procedures for the issuance of blanket
fleet reciprocity authorization in lieu of individ-
ualVehicle certificates of registration prescribed
in s . .341.42 (3) The secretary may, by rule,
determine the gross weight exemption giving
consideration to reciprocity privileges extended
to Wisconsin residents in other - jur-isdictions .
Foreign owned or operated vehicles entering
Wisconsin to have special equipment or a body
constructed or, installed or Yor, repair shall be
exempt from the registration requirements of
this section

(2) If the owner of any such vehicle moves to
Wisconsin or if the vehicle is purchased by a
Wisconsin resident, the vehicle immediately be-
comes subject to the laws of this state providing
for the registration of vehicles

History: 1977 c . 29 s 1654 .(7) (c) ..

341 .405 Internat ional registration plan .
(1) The secretary of transportation, with ap-
proval, of the governor, shall ratify and do alll
things necessary to effectuate the international
registration plan adopted by the American asso-
ciation of motor vehicle administrators, with
such exceptions as are deemed advisable and
such changes as are necessary,

(2) In addition to apportioned registration
fees, a fee of $3 shall be charged for each base
plate and a flee of $3 shall be charged for each
cab card issued under the internationall registra-
tion plan .. Registrants f'or' which this state is the
base jurisdiction may elect to pay the annual fee
apportioned to this state in 4 equal instalments
on or before January 1, April 1, July 1 and
October 1 . Registrants shall pay an additional
annual fee ;of' $10 for each vehicle under' the
instalment option . The department of transpor-
tation may require the filing of' an: adequate
bond or letter of credit to secure the payment of
fees under the instalment plan, Trip permits
may be issued for 72-hour periods at a fee of
$15, under terms and conditions not inconsistent
with-the international registration plan '

His tory: 1977 0 29 ; 1979 c, 221 .

341 .41 Reciprocity agreements autho-
rized. (1) The secr•eta;,y, with the approval of
the governor is authorized to enter into recipro-
cal agreements with the responsible officers of
other jurisdictions as to licenses,- permit fees,
mileage and flat taxes under which motor vehi-
cles, trailers, or;semitrailers properly licensed or
registered in other,jurisdicfionsmay be operated
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of a portion of such vehicles as above
determined .. -

(7) Except as to foreign owned vehicles
required by s . .341 . 07 to be registered in this
state, vehicles owned or operated by a nonresi-
dent in interstate movement may be qualified by
advance purchase of a trip permit which autho-
iizes operation for a 72-hour period ' when the
vehicle is not eligible for reciprocal privileges .
The fee for the trip permit shall be not less than
$15, The secretary shall make rules and regula-
tions for, the issuance and use of the permits:

(8) Residents of the state operating a fleet of
3 or more units consisting of trucks, truck trac-
tors or road tractors with a gross weight of not
less than 12,000 pounds shall display Wisconsin
license ' plates for which 100% of the fee has
been paid on vehicles not exempt from Wiscon-
sin registration and operated in intrastate eom-
meice ; Vehicles engaged in interstate com-
merce may display Wisconsin prorate license
plates fbr, which a proportional registration fee
has been paid in addition to a full " fee license
plate from another' , jurisdiction . Such propor-
tional registration shall be accomplished either
by payment to the department of registration
fees in an amount equal to that' obtained by
applying the proportion of in-state fleet miles
divided by the total fleet miless to the total fees
which would otherwise be required for the regis-
tzation of all such vehicles in this state, or, by
registration of a portion of such vehicles as
determined under this subsection, The depart-
ment may refuse to permit any or all of such
vehicles to be registered under apportionment if
the department is not satisfied that this state will
obtain a fair and equitable share of" license
registrations of the vehicles comprising such
fleet ,

History : 1977 c . 29 ss „< 1448,1448,1654 ( '7) (a), (c) ; 1977 c .
2'7 .3, ' 418; 1979 c .. 221 ,

341.42 Reciprocity permits . (1) An opera-
tor or- owner- of a moto r, truck, road tractor, truck
t r actor or motor bus having a gross weight, as
determined ins. 34. 1 . . 40 (1) (d) is not eligible to
receive reciprocity privileges under ' an agree-
ment entered into pursuant to s . 341 . 41 unless he
has made application for and been issued a
nonresident reciprocity permit pursuant to this
section,

(2) Application shall be made to the depart-
ment upon a form prescribed by it and shall be
subscribed by the applicant., The application
shall contain the name and, address of the owner
and such other, iinformation as the department
requires to enable it to determine whether the
applicant is, entitled .to a permit .

(3) Upon receipt' of a properly completed
application form and upon being satisfied that

(c) The operator of the vehicle has in his
possession a valid registration certif icate or
other evidence that the vehicle is properly regis-
tered;and

(d) If ' the vehicle is subject to s . .341 . . 42, the
vehicle has displayed upon it an identification
plate or decal indicating that a reciprocity per-
mit has been issued .

(3) If the laws of another jurisdiction impose
upon the vehicles of residents. of this state any
taxes, fees, charges, penalties, obligations, re-
strictions, prohibitions oz- limitations of any kind
additional to those imposed by this state upon
the vehicles of ' residents of' such other jurisdic-
tion 'the secretary with the approval of the
governor , iis authoiized to impose and collect fees
or charges in like amount and to provide for
similar obligations, prohibitions or limitations
upon the owner, or, operator of a vehicle regis-
tered in such other jurisdiction so long as the
laws of such other jurisdiction requiring such
imposition remain in effect,

(4) ' Trailers and semitrailers may be oper-
ated in Wisconsin without the payment of fees or
ton mile or, flat taxes when such trailers or

` semitiaileis are operated in exchange for trail-
ers or semitiaileisof are operated in accordance
with rules adopted by the secretary respecting
the interchange of equipment When used in
railr oad trailer-on-flat-car service, foreign, li-
censed trailers or, semitrailers may be operated
in commerce in Wisconsin without the payment
of permit or registration fees _

(5 ) ' In this section ; "proportional registra-
tion, taxes or, fees" means the registration of a
portion of the vehicles or the payment of a
portion of the taxes or fees in Wisconsin and a
portion in the reciprocating ,jurisdiction in a
general ratio or proportion based on the total
number' of miles tr aveled by the owner or opera-
tor in the reciprocating jurisdictions .

(6) The secretary is also authorized to accept
proportional regist r ation of a fleet of: 3 or more
vehicles of any duly authorized commonn car-riec
of passengers as defined in s . 194 . . 01 . (5), operat-
ing such fleet in interstate commerce or jointly
in interstate and intrastate commerce in this
state, if the secretary is satisfied prior to the
approval of such proportional registration that
this state will obtain a fair and equitable share of
license registr ations of the vehicles comprising
such fleet . Such proportional registration shall
be accomplished either by payment, to the de-

` pa ttment, of registration fees in an amount
equal to that obtained by applying the propor-
tion of '' in-state fleet miles 'divided ` by the total
fleet miles to the total fees which would other-
wise be required for the registration of each and
all such vehicles in this state, or 'by registration
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the applicant is entitled to reciprocity privileges,
the department shall issue to the applicant a
permit for each vehicle for which application i s
made : The permit shall be in the form of a
certif icate of registration If reciprocityy be-
tween this state and the other jurisdiction ceases
to exist, the department shall forthwith cancel
all permits ` issued to :residents of that
j urisdiction .

(4) Upon being issued a reciprocity permit,
the permittee shall display such permit in the
cab of his motor t ruck, road - tractor, truck
tractor or motorr bus„ Any person who operates
on a highway in this state, and any owner who
consents to the operation of a vehicle for which a
reciprocity permit has been issued without dis-
playing the permit as required by this subsection
may be required to forfeit not more than $200 ..

(5) The owner and operator of " a° vehicle for-
which '' a reciprocity permit has been issuedd is
entitled to any reciprocity ' privileges which may
be granted under, a reciprocity agreement as
long as the permit remains in effect A permit
expires upon transfer of the vehicle 'for, which it
is issued . Any person who operates or, any owner,
who consents to the operation in this sta te of a
vehicle for which a reciprocity permit is required
when such permit has not been obtained for the
vehicle or when such permit has been canceled
or , for any other reason is void ' is subject to the
penalty for, operating an unregistered vehicle
and, in addition, the court shall order the of-
fender- to immediately register such vehicle .as a
Wisconsin resident vehicle.

(6) If the operator or owner of 'a vehicle for
which - a' reciprocity permit has been issued is
convicted a second or subsequent time of violat-
ing the weight limitations imposed by s, 348 . : 15
or 348.16 ; the department shall cancel the per-
mit of such owner or` operator and order the
owner, or operator, to pay the same taxes and fees
for a period of one year as is required under chs . .
194 and 341 for like vehicles owned by residents
of this state.

History : 1911 c. 278 ; 19' 77 c . 29 s .. 1654 (7) (a) ; 197'7 c
2' 7 .3,

341.43 ` Audits. The department of transpor-
tation may conduct `such audits as it deems
necessary to determine the adequacy of fees paid
under' the `inter-national registration plan or
other proportional registration law or agree -
ment. Audits shall be conducted during normal
business hours .. Credits shall be " given for over-
payments and deficiencies shall ' be assessed,
with interest ` Actual and necessary expenses
incurred by an auditor, plus wages, may be
assessed against the person audited ,
History : 1977 c , . 29

341 .47 When vehicles of dealers , distrib -
utors , manufacturers and , transporters ex-
empt ` from general registration require-
ments . (1) Except as provided in sub . . . (2), any
motor vehicle, mobile home, trailer or semi-
trailer owned or repossessed by a dealer, distrib-
utor, or manufacturer may be operated on the
highways of this state for either private 'or
business purposes without being registered if
such vehicle has displayed upon it valid registra-
tion plates issued pursuant to s. 341 .51 to the
dealer, distributor or manufacturer who is the
owner of'the vehicle or holder of the repossessed
vehicle and such vehicle:

(a) Is actually offered for sale by a dealer,
distributor' or manufacturer-; or,

(b) Is:in transit from the factory to a distribu-
tor or dealer or, ffrom the dealer to the purchaser ;
or

(c) Is being,used by a manufacturer primar-
ily for trial tests ; or

(d) Is being repossessed, being reconditioned
f'or, resale or being foreclosedd or resold.

(2) A tow truck, service truck or, pickup
truck owned by a dealer, distributor or manufac-
turer,must be registered in the same manner as
similar vehicles ownedd by other persons, except
that a service or pickup truck actually for, salee
and only incidentally used for business purposes
may be operated under' the conditions specified
in sub,, (1)

(3) A vehicle which is being transported in
tow on its own wheels or under its own" power
from the manufacturer to the distributor, dealer
or branch of the manufacturer, or, from the
distfibutoi or dealer, to another' distributor or
dealer or to the manufacturer or, branch of the
manufacturer, or from the branch of the manu-
facturer to the distributor-, dealer, or manuf'ac-
tuierby a transporter of' vehicles need not be
registered if such vehicle has displayed upon it
valid registration plates issued to the transporter
pursuant to s, .341 51,

341 .51 When department to reg ister
dealer, distributor, manufacturer or trend-
porter; application. (1) The department shall
register a person as a dealer ; distributor or,
manufacturer of motor vehicles, trailer's or semi-
trailers or as a transporter of vehicles upon
receipt of a properly completed application form
together with a fee of $75` and upon being
satisfied that the applicant is by law entitled to
be registered The department shall register a
person as a dealer, distributor or ,manufacturer
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of mobile homes upon receipt of a properly
completed application form together with a fee
of $75 and upon being satisfied that the appli-
cant is by law entitled to be so registered . The
department shall assign to each person t egis-
tet ed under this section a distinctive registration
number' and shall issue a certificate of registra-
tion bearing the registration number assigned :

(2) Upon registering a dealer, distributor,
manufacturer, of transporter: the department
also shall issue 2 r egistration plates . . The depart-
ment, upon receiving a fee of $5 for, each addi-
tional . plate desired by a dealer, distributor or
manufacturer of motor vehicles, trailers or semi-
trailers, $5 for each additional plate desired by a
dealer, distributor or manufacturer of'' mobile
homes and $5 for each additional plate desired
by a transporter shall issue to such registered
dealer ; distributor, manufacturer or, transporter
such additionall plates as ordered

(2m) A motor vehicle dealer, distributor or
manufacturer', i n case of trucks and truck trac-
tors over 8,000 pounds, may purchase a license
for demonstration purposes unde r s . ,341 . 25 ' to
determine the gross weight . Such license shall
be a transferable license for demonstration pur-
posesand shall be 20% of`the registration fee set
fo r th in s 341 :25 : In case of trailers and
semitrailer demonstrations, the license fee shall
be $10' and shall belong to the demonstrator,
Such demonstration vehicles shall carry insur-
ance on behalf of the dealer, distributor or
manufacturer and the prospective purchaser as
provided ins 194 41 ., Such vehicle need not
obtain for'-hire permits as provided in ch 194 . .
Such vehicle shall not be used by the prospective
purchaser- for more than l0 days When the
vehicle is òbtained from a dealer the prospective
purchaser shall sign a , receipt showing the date,
time and place the vehicle was obtained from the
dealer . The dealer , shall retain the original of
such receipt for demonstration records and shall
furnish a copy, and the demonstrationn plate
certificate to the ., prospective purchaser: . The

.prospective purchaser shall carry such receipt
and certificate in the vehicle during operation on
the highways, and the dealer shall keep a record
of such demonstrations and such record shall be
open to inspectionn by the department A dealer,
distributor or manufacturer may operate on the
highways under such `a demonstration license a
truck, trailer or semitrailer on which is loaded a
machine or special equipment if the entire unit is
owned and offered for sale and i f the operation
on the hi ghways involves delivery of the vehicle
to or from a prospective purchaser . The depart-
ment may issue any further rules to accomplish
the intent of this subsection

(3) Whenn a dealer ; distributor, manufac-
turer, or transporter hass an established place of
business in more than one . Wisconsin municipal-
ity, he, or she shall make separate applications
for each such municipality„ The department
shall assign a different registration number,
issue a separate certificate of registration and
charge a separate registration fee for, each such
municipality,

(4) Except as provided in sub .,. (6), every
dealer, distributor and manufacturer `shall file
with the department and every transporter, mmay
file with the department a duly acknowledged
application for registration which shall contain :

(a) The name under which the applicant is
transacting business within the state .

(b) : If the applicant is a . partnership, the
names : and addresses of the several persons
constituting the partnership..

(c) If the, applicant is a corporation, the
corporate name under which it is authorized to
transact business and the names and addresses
of -its principal officers, resident general agent
and attorney in fact,

(d), The place or places of business of' the
applicant which, in the case of a dealer, distribu-
tor or, manufacturer, must be an established
place of business

(e) If the applicant is,a dealer, distributor or
manufacturer-, :whether engaged in wholesale or
retail selling or both,

(5) Except, as provided in sub, (6), any
dealer, distributor or manufacturer engaged in
business in this state who fails to `apply for
registration or' fails to apply for .r separate regis-
trations` for each Wisconsin municipality in
which such dealer, distributor, or manufacturer
has an established place of business maybe
required to, forfeit not more than $200 .

(6) A person licensed under s 218 .01 or
218 41 as a dealer, distributor or manufacturer
of only power driven cycles, motor bicycles or
mopeds may, but need not, apply for registration
under this section„
His tory : 1971 c. 319; 1973 c . 218 ; 1975 c 39, :199 ; 1977 c

29 ss 1450, 1654 :('1) (a) ; 1977 c 288; 1979 c . . 32 .

341 .52 Design of reg istration plates. Reg-
stiaton plates for dealers, distributors, manu-
facturers and transpoi3eis are subject to :the
provisions of s, 341 .12 (2) and ( .3) In addition,
each plate, shall have displayed upon it a symbol
capable of distinguishing it from any other plate

which may be issued to the same dealer, distrib-, utor, manufacturer, or transporter, Plates issuedd
to transporters also shall have displayed upon
them the words "IN TRANSIT"

341 .53 Expiration of registration ; trans-
ferability of plates. Certificates of'registration

341 .51 . REGISTRATION OF VEHICLES 3738

Electronically scanned images of the published statutes.



341 .57 Registration of finance compa-
nies, credit unions and banks . (1 ) Any
motor vehicle owned or being repossessed by a
finance company' licensed under s . 138,09 or
218 .01, by a credit union licensed under ch . 186
or, by a state bank or a national bank with offices
in this state, may be operated on the highways of
this state for any necessary purpose in repossess-
ing, reconditioning or reselling such vehicle
without such vehicle being registered if the
vehicle has displayed upon it a valid registration
plate issued to such licensee pursuant to this
section .

(2) A finance` company licensed under s ..
138.09 or 21&.Ol a credit union licensed under

341 .61 Improper use of evidence of regis -
tration . Any person who doess any of the follow-
ing may be required to forfeit not more than
$200 :

(1) Lends to another a registration plate,
knowing that the person borrowing the plate is
not authorized by-law to use it; or

(2) Displays upon a vehicle a registration
plate not issued for such vehicle or not otherwise
authorized by law to be used thereon .
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and registration plates issued to dealers, distrib-
utors, manufacturers or transporters shall be
issued for the calendar year, and ace valid only
during the calendar year, for which issued .. Reg-
istration plates are transferable from one motor
vehicle, trailer or semitrailer to another , motor
vehicle, trailer or , semitrailer and from one mo-
bile home to another .

341 .55 Penalty for misuse of plates. Any
of the following may be required to forfeit not
more than $200 :

(1) A dealer, distributor or, manufacturer or
an employe of any of them who operates or
consents to the operation of a vehicle under
purported authority of a registration plate is-
sued to the dealer, distributor or manufacturer
pursuant to s . 341,51 when such vehicle is not
owned or being repossessed by the dealer, dis-
tributor or manufacturer' or, evenn though owned
or being repossessed by the dealer, distributor, or
manufacturer, does'not come within any of the
exceptions listed inks:: 341 .47 (1) (a) to (d) or is
not in compliance with s . 341 .51 (2m) ;

(2) Any person who operates a vehicle under
purported authority of a registration plate is-
sued to a dealer, distributor or manufacturer
pursuant to s. 341,5 1, knowing that such vehicle
is not owned or being repossessed by a dealer,
distributor or manufacturer or does not come
within any of the exceptions listed in s . 341,47
(1) (a) to (d) or is not in compliance with s . .
341,51 (2m) ;

(3) Any transporter who operates a vehicle
under purported authority of a: registration plate
issued to him pursuant to s, 341 .51 for any
purpose other than that authorized by s . 341,47
(3) ;

(4) Any person not registered as a trans-
porter who operates a vehicle under purported
authority of a registration plate issued pursuant
to s . 341,51 to a transporter :.

History: 1971 c .. 278, 319 . .
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ch . 186 or a state bank or a national bank with
offices in this state may apply to the department
for registration on such form as the department
provides Upon receipt of the application to-
gether, with a registration fee of $75, the depart-
ment shall register the applicant and shall issue
one registration plate containing the registration
number assigned to the applicant . The depart-
ment upon receiving a fee of $5 for each addi-
tional plate desired by the applicant shall issue
such additional plates as thee applicant orders,
except that a credit union licensed under ch . 186
may not be issued such additional plates , . Sec-
tion 34152 applies to . the design of the plates ..
The registration and plates are valid only during
the calendar year for which issued.. Plates are
transferable from one motor vehicle to another .

(3) Any of ' the following may be required to
forfeit not more than $200 :

(a) Any person;who makes a false statement
in an application for- registration under, this
section .

(b) Any person who uses a plate issued
pursuant to thiss section otherwise than as autho-
rized by this section .

(c) Any person otherr than the registered
owner, thereof who uses a plate issued pursuant
to this section .

(4) Upon conviction of 'a licensee under ' sub . .
(3), the department may revoke or suspend the
regist r ation of the licensee and require surren-
der of the licensee's registration plates issued
pursuant to this section

History : 1971 c .. 27 8; 1973 c . 246; 1977 c . 29 s 1654 (7)
(a) ; 1979 c . 221 .

PENALTY FOR FRAUDULENT
PRACTICES

341 .60 Fraudulent application for regis-
tration or license. Any person who gives a
false or, fictitious name or address in an applica-
tion for license or registration or who makes
application for license or, rregistration in the
name of' a person other than the true owner, or
true owner and lessee, may be fined not more
than $200 or imprisoned not more than 6
months or both .
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(3) Wilfully twists, paints, alters or adds to (a) The registration was completed through
or cuts off any portion of 'a registration plate or fraud or error and the person who registered the
sticker ; or who places or deposits, or causes to be vehicle does not or cannot register the vehicle
placed or deposited on such plate or sticker any properly ; or
substance to hinder the normal reading of such (b) The required fee has not been paid and
plate; or who defaces, disfigures, changes or the same is not paid upon reasonable notice and
attempts to change any letter or figure thereon, demand ..H istory: 1973 c :218

(2) Any registration suspended pursuant to
341 .62 False evidence of registration . this section continuess to be suspended until
Whoever operates or possesses a motor vehicle, reinstated by the department . The department
mobile home, trailer or semitrailer having at• shall reinstate the registration when the reason
Cached thereto any plate or similar device fash- for the suspension has been removed .
Toned in imitation of or altered so as to resemble (3) Whenever the registration of a vehicle is
the current registration plate issued by the de- suspended under this section, the owner or per-
partment may be required to forfeit not more son in possession of"the registration plates shall
than $200.

History : i973 c 218 ; 19'77 c 29 s 1654 (7) (a) ; i977 c forthwith return them to the department„ Any
273 person who fails to return the plates as required

by this section may be required to forfeit not
341 .63 When reg istration to be sus- moree than $200,
pended . (1) The department shall suspend the History : 19 7 1 c. 27s; i977 c 29 ss iasi, 1654 .('7) (a),
registration of a vehicle when: (e)-'
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